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MY VERY GOOD/'LORD;, THE: LORD 
Burghley, Lord Treaſurerof England, 
Knight of the honorableorder of the __ 
garter, and Maſter of hir Matelhies, . Yd 
( ourt of Wardes nd fY | 
Liveries =1 


SAT is now,Right Honorable, thirty yeeres lince 
G0 preſented to your L. and the late Earle of 
VEN | Leiceſter my Lord and Maſter, the hiſtorig of 
ty VB lof CommiNesrudely tranſlated into our vulgar 
'| tongue,the which of later times atthe requeſt 
of thelate Lord Chauncellar fir Chriſtopher 
| Hatton, [ peruſed anew, and enlarged with 
ſuch notes and pedegrees as ſeemed neceſlary; 
as well fot explanation as (in ſome few places ) for correQtion of the 
hiſtory. Since his death, certaine gentlemen to whole hands the 
booke happened to come, tooke ſo great pleaſure and delighttherein, 
that they determined to putit to the prefſe,luppoling ita great diſho- 
nor to our nation, that to worthie an hiſtory being extantin all lan- 
guages almoſt in Chriſtendome, ſhould be luppreifed in ours. Not- 
withſtanding their reſolution,they forbare of curteſie to put it in exe« 
cution till their purpoſe ſhould be made knowen to me. And albeit 
that I alleaged many reaſons why in my conceit bookes of this na- 
rure,treating of Princes ſecrets were vnfit to be publithed to the yul- 
gare ſort, the rather becauſe the Author in ſome places ſeemeth to be 
of that opinion himſelte : yet none of my reaſons could preuaile, but 
they continued in their former determination: adding thereunto,that 
others beſides my ſelfe had taken paines in this hiſtory, and thou hI 
of pecuiſhnes would ſupprefſe my labors, yet they would not fo 
preſletheirs. So thatwould InouldIto the preſſe the booke mult go, 
being already warranted by publike authority thereunto. Iſccing the 
Az matter 
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matter aduaunced thus far,thoughtitno time to draw backe any lon- 

er, but in the end tookethe bunks vpon my lelte, doubting it I had 
Tons otherwiſe, both the blemiſhing of the hiſtory , wherein may 
boldly ſay, that] hauc moretrauclled than any man that hath cnter- 
medted therewith ; and atlſo that the worke ſhould bepreſented to 
ſome patrone that had nointereſt therein. Wherefore hauiug againe 
cxamined it, and treed it from ſome faults that me thought fit to be 
reformed: I hayepreſumed to publiſh it vader the proteQion of your 
Lord(hips honorable name, to whom of right it appertaineth in ma- 
ny reſpes, Fifft, becauſe the author thereof wasanoble man, one 
of your owne cote, the wiſeſt, and the belt acquainted with all mat- 
ters of ſtate of -any maninhistime. Whereunto I adde, that he con- 
tinued a Counſellor ſucceſſiuely to ſo many French Kings,that he was 
reputed one of the ancienteſt Counſellors in Chriſteadome at his 
death, wherein your Lord(hips fortune is not onely correſpondent, 
bur hath alſo ſurmounted his. Secondarily, your Lordſhip hath the 
ailnetitle to it, and laſtlie the right of ſuruwovr caſtethit ypon you by 
courſe of common law. Wherefore all theſe circumſtances well con- 
ſidered ( my particular duties alſo not forgotten) I thought it a kinde 
of ſactilegeto ſuffer your Lordſhip ro be rebbed of yourright. May 
it therefore pleaſe you to,receiue this hiſtoric into your honorable 
proteftion as your owne, as wellin regard of the Author, being a 
mab of ſuch condition as aboue is rehearſed ; as allo of the worke 
treatipg of that ſubie& wherewith your Lordſhip at this day is berter 
acquainted than any man liuing :and laſtly in reipetof your owne 
title thereunto.. Which no whit doubting but that your Lordſhip 
will moſtwillingly vouchſafe to doe , beſceching the Almightie long 
to preſerue youto the great ſtay of this flouriſhing eſtate, moſt hum- 
blyItake my leauethis firſt of Nouember 15 96. 


Your L. moſt humble and 


obedient to commaund 


Thomas Danett. 
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The life of Philip de (ommines Kmght, Lord of Ar- 


genton., gathered. out of diuers good authors, togither with a 


briete anſwere on his behalfeto certaine accuſations, where- - 
with Iacosvs Merexvs a Flemming in his An- : 
nales of Flaunders , chargeth very oniuſt< 
lie both Commines hiftorie 
and his life. = © 


> Hitty pe ComminNes author ofthis preſent hiſto- 
rie, was borne at Commines a towne in Flaun- 
ders, being a gentleman of a very ancieat hole; 
and ioyned by blood and alliance to rhe beſt of 
that nation. His ſurname was Chts, his father 
and vncle had been both of rhem vnder D. Philip 
of Burgundy chiete gouernours of Flaunders, 
called by Meyer , Summi pretores Flandrie;and to 
them he giveth this title : Domini Ruſcury, Buſcu- 
20 | ri & Watenenſes : whereby appeareth of how 
WET (SP (C29 great Nobility and goodly reucnewes Commines 
_—_ - was, not only in Flaunders,burtalſo in Haynaulr. 
In his youth, namely, from the nineteenth yeere of his age, and the yeere of our 
Lotd 1 454. till the 27. of hisage, and the yeere 1 472. he ſerued Charles Duke of 
In afterward Zews the eleuenth ofthar name King of Fraunce,who 
employed him in his weightieſt and ſecreteſt affaires. He was of tall ſtature, 
faire complexion, and goodly perſonage. The French tongue he ſpakeperfe&- 
ly and claquently, the [talian, Duche,and Spaniſh reaſonably well. He tad read 
ouer very diligently all hiſtories written in French, eſpecially of the Romaines, 
and bare them all in memory. He much acquainted himſelfe with ſtrangers, 
thereby to increaſe his knowledge. He had great regard to the ſpending of his 
time, and abhorred all idlenes. He was of an excellent, yea incredible memory : 
for he often indited at onetime to fower Secretaries, ſeuerall letters of waightie 
affaires appertaining to the ſtate, withas great facilitie and readines, as if he had 
but one matter in hand. A vertueſo rare that I have not readethe like of any bat 
of 1ulizs Ceſar and him. Nothing more greeued him , thanthatin his youth he 
was not trained vp inthe Latine tongue, which his-misfortune he often bewai- 
led. After he was entred into the ſervice of King'Lews, he was highly in his fa- 
uour, and during his raigne bare great ſway inthe realme. The faid King alſo 
=_ y aduaunced him : for he made him firſt one of his priuie chamber, than of 
is priuy Counſell, Seneſchall of Poiftu, and Lord of Argenton. He married be- 
ing of good yeres a gentlewoman ofthe houſe of Montſoreau vponthe borders of 
Aniou, named Helena. Bur after King Lew his death, hefell into great troubles : 
for becauſe he was a Nranger, many enuied his proſperitie, ſo far forth thatat he 
length his enemies cauſed him to be impriſoned in the caſtle of Loches in the Du- 
chic of Berrie, ( a place appointed onely for thoſe that are attached of high trea- 
fon) where he was very extremely handled, as himſelfe in his hiſtory reporterh. 
Notwithſtanding his wife by carneſt and continuall ſute, in the end obrained ſo 
much favour, that he was remooued thence and brought to Paris : where when 
he had remained a certain ſpace, he was led tothe parlament houſe to be arraing- 


ned. He had many enimies and thoſe mightie; and of ſo great athoritie at that 
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timein Fraunce,that for feare ofthem no Counſellor dutſt plead his cauſe: wher- 
fore neceſlitic entorcing him to defend himſelfe, he pleaded there by the ſpace of 
two howers, being verieattentiuely heard by the whole audience, and in the 
ende (o acquit himſelte, that by.the Iudges ſentence he was diſcharged. Among 
other things he rehearſed at the barre how ſundrie troubleſome and dangerous 
voiages he had ſuſtained for the King and the common wealth- How highly 
King Lewis both had fauoured him, and for his faithfull ſeruice rewarded him : 
for his owne part, hefaid that he neuer had done any thing couecroully , ambiti- 
ouſly, nor cruelly : and further,that if he had ſought only co aduance and inrich 
himlſelte, he mighc haue had as goodly poſleſhons as any man in Fraunce. He 
was priſoner almoſt three yeeres. The next yeere afteſſſſis deliuerie he had a 
daughter borne named Jane, which married with Rene Earle of Pantabria deſcen- 
ded of the Dukes of Britaine, by whom among diuers other children ſhee had 
iſſue 1oþn late Duke of Eſtampes, Lieutenant of Britaine, Knight of the French 
Kings order, and Lord of diuers goodly Seniories. Butrto returne to Commines, 
in proſperity he gaue for his polie this ſentence. He that will not labour let him net 
eate : but in aduerlity this, 7 ſailed into the deepe of the ſea, and a ſudden tempeſt ower- 
whelmed me. Hedied the threeſcore and fourth yeere of his age, the yeere of our 
Lord 1 50g. the r7. day of October, in his owne houſe of Argenton inthe coun- 
trey of Poitu, from whence his bodie was conueighed to Paris, and there lieth 
buried in the Auguſtine Friers. Iwas heere purpoſcd to hane ſtaied my pen, and 
further not to haue ſpoken either of Commines hiſtory or his life , had 1 not called 
to minde diuersaccuſations of Jacobus Meyerus, who in ſundry places of his An- 
nals of Flaunders inueigheth very bitterly as well againſt Commines life as his hi- 
ſtorie, whoſe accuſations Iam forced to lay open to the iudgement of the world, 
ro the end it may appeare whether they be grounded vpon iuſt proofe.Notwith» 
ſtanding before 1 enter into the examination ofthem,thus much in the commen- 
dation of Commin:s hiſtorie I cannot paſleouer in ſilence, thatrwo ofthe greateſt 
& worthieſt Princes that raigned in Europe theſe hundred yeeres ; namely, the 
Emperor Charles the fift,and Fraxcisthe firtt King of Fraunce, made ſo great ac- 
count ofthis hiſtorie, that the Emperor carried it continually about with him,as 
Alexander did the workes of Homer, no lefſe eſteeming it than he did them, &the 
King was as much diſpleaſed with the printing and publiſhing therof, as was the 
ſame Alexander in times paſt for the ſetting forth of Ariftorles workes called Acro- 
amatica, as rehearſeth Gellius : ſo defirous was he to haue relerued ro himſelfe and 
a few of his owne ſubiets the great treaſures of wiſedome hidden in this ſmall 
volume. But let'vs now heare what Aer obieReth againſt this hiſtorie. In the 
I 7. booke of his Annales of Flaunders writing of the batcell fought ar Saintron 
betweene Charles Duke of Burgundicand the Liegeois , hee hath theſe words, 
Pugna conmi(/a ceduntur magno numero O& profligantur , ad nowem millia cecidi(ſe tradit 
quiimerfuit Philippus Cominins. Sed Brabantie [criptor (> quidem ſcriptor Flandrie 
( qurbus plus Eabeo fidei ) tria tanturn millia occubuiſſe memor:nt. For anſwere here- 
unto, if this place be indifferently weighed ir thall appeare to be wholy groun- 
ded vpon malice and no colour of reaſon, much leſle 1uſt proofe: Firſt, becauſe 
Meyer preferreth the credit of theſe obſcure Annaliftes that write but vpon re- 
port, before the credit of him that wasan eie witneſſe, and that no way could ad- 
uantage himſelfe by reporting a lye. Secondarily , {ir Oliver de la Marche, who 
lived alſo in that time and was Steward of the Duke of Burgundies houſe, wri- 
teth thata great number of theſe Liegeois were ſlaine ar this batrell, and alſo 
at the ſiege of Saintron, but that their friends and kinsfolkes truſſed vppe 
their 
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their dead bodies in veſſels full of lime ; partly to the ende the diſcomfiture 
might appearethe leſle, and, partly thatthey might be buried among their an- 
ceſtors, inthe which feate (aith he ) the Liegeois ſhewed a wondertull audacity 
and courage: whereby it ſhould ſeeme agreart number to haue beene thus trufled 
vp, by meanes whereof the dead appeared thefewer, and were reported accor- 
dingly, which deceived diuers, and happily theſe Annalilts ot Brabant and 
Flaunders. Thelike praiſe we read ot in divers authors, and ofthelike writerh 
Meyer alſo himſelte. Laſtly, the Annales of Burgundie agree with Commines, and 
reportthe number as he doth, ſothar this anſwere I hope ſhall ſuffice for this 
point. Againe, in the ſame booketol. 364. Meyer writeth thus, Loquitur Cominius 
de nobili quadam famma attrebatenſis ditionis proditrice patrie , cuins edere non onult no- 
men, fal[us in hoc vt in ceteris hbiſtoricus. Sure it it werean vndoubred truth thata 
Ladic of Artois could not ſend the King ſuch aduertiſement as Commines repor- 
reth that ſhe did: or if Mezer were Pythagoras that ipſe dixit might paſle for proote, 
the credit of Commines {hould happily hang in ballance : bur if you readethe 
place in his hiſtoric, the very circumſtances will induce any indifterent man to 
thinke, that which is there written of this Ladie to bee nolie. Againefol: 366, 
Meyer hath theſe words, Hic eſt Commins ille transfuga , gente Flandrus , qui mula de 
Caro!lo & Lodouico prowinciali lin2ua bene ſcripſit, ſed quedam etiam ſcripſit plane menda- 
citer,multaque diceula infideliter reticuit, This is ſo generall and vncertainea charge 
that anſwere in truth ir deſerueth none : notwithltanding, I reter tothe iudges» 
ment of thoſe that (hall read this hiſtorie, whether Commines conceale his Matters 
taulcs rherein or not ( forthar is Aeyers meaning inthis place.) True it isthat he 
vttereth chem not in ſuch railing barbarous termesas Meyer very vnſeemely victh 
of ſo greata Prince as King Lewis was, and is offended with Commeines for not do- 
ing thelike, athing which becommeth Aejer himſelte very ill, and would have 
become Commines much worſe. But our author as heconcealeth not his Maſters 
faulrs, but layeth them open enough to the vnderſtanding ofthe wiſe and atten- 
tiue Reader : ſodeliuerech herhem, ſo ſparingly, and vnder ſuch termesas truth 
being vrrered, the Kings honor be no further impeached, than very neceflitie 
doth enforce ; a matter very commendable ina gentleman writing of a Prince, a 
ſeruanr ofhis Maſter, and a ſubieR of his Soueraigne. Laſtly, Meyer fol. 365. hath 
theſe words, refert Cominins exercitum Caroli ades fuiſſe extenuatum, vt exhibere illum 
Anzlis non auderet, ſed hoc falſum eſt. But you mult beleeue Meyer vpon his word, 
other diſproofe of Commines report he can bring none , neither grounded vpon 
any circumſtance,nor produced out ofany good author that writ ofrhoſe times. 
Bur on the contrarie (ide for the confirmation of that- which Commizes writeth 
in this place, firſt Za Marche reporteth that the bloody fluxe entred into the D. 
campelying before Nuz, which it is very like conſumed many , & impaired the 
health of many mare. With him alſo agree the Annales of Burgundie, which re- 
port that the Duke loſt 1 5000. men betore Nuz : which being well conſidered, 
and this withall, chat the tiege endured a whole yeere, and yet in the-gnd the 
Duke forced to deparr fruſtrate of his purpoſe, whereby his ſoldiers had not on- 
iy their bodies tired , butalſo their minds diſcouraged : I ſuppoſe no man of 
ounde judgement will thinke that the Dukes armie could be otherwiſe than 
in-verie poore eftate. Now that you haue heard all that Ayer hath or can 
obiett again(t the credit of this hiſtorie ( which alſo how ſubſtancially he hath 
prooucd [ leaue tothe iudgement ofthe wiſe and indifferent reader to conlider:) 
it is good reaſon you fhould alfo heare what 'opinion other authors haue 
both of Comminesand of his hiſtoric, and how honorable reſtimonic in their wri- 
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tings they giue to them both. Annales Burgundielib. 3. 49.930. [peaking of Com- 
, mines teftihe thus of him. He was one of the wiſeſt gentlemen of his time, aud the beſt 
| acquainted with all matters of ftate , as appeareth b y hu hiſtorie : whereof the Empe- 
rour Charles made ſo great account, that be neuer ſlept before he had reade certaine Chap- 
zers thereof, for the finiſhing of his daies worke. Which ſure this noble and ſage 
Emperour would neuer haue done, it Commixes had beenea reporter of lies, 
eſpecially of the ſaid Emperours owne great grandfather , whoſe lite and death 
areſoamplie in this hiſtorie treated of. Panlus AEmilixs giueth ſuch creditto 
Commines , that all that he writeth in the hiſtory of France of the raigne of Lews 
the 11. is onely an abridgement of him, and wholy taken out of his writings. 
Ferron in his ſupply to Paulus Aemilins hiſtorie maketh in many places very ho- 
norable mention of Commines, highly commending him both for his great wiſe- 
domeand vertue and (incerity in his hiſtorie. Lodouico Guicciardini.no French 
man, but an lralian,in his deſcription of the lowe Countries fol.220. calleth Com- 
minesa writer worthie of great commendation. And fol. 310. and 311. thus he 
writeth. Of tbe Noble houſe of Commines was Philip de Commines Lord of Argen- 
ton, ho wrote the hiftorie of bis owne time very ſincerely , he was 4 noble perſonage, of 
great enterpriſe, and of him diners authors make honorable mention. Heere we haue the 
true teſtimony of ſundrie worthy writers ( for to vouche all were too tedious ) 
on Commines behalte, which ioyned with the approbation of the Noble Empe- 
rour Charles the fift,, are ſufhcient, as I fuppole, to maintaine his credit againit 
the venemousdartes of Meyers ſclandrous accuſations. Now astouching Com- 
mines life , the onely thing that Meyer blameth therein , is his departure fromthe 
Duke of Burgundies feruice: for the which he inueigheth no lefle bitterly a- 
gainſt his perſon, than before he did againſt his hiftorie, for fol. 3 55. where hee 
maketh mention ofthe D.of Burgundies cruelty vied ar the caſtle of Neſle,which 
he tooke by aſſault the yeere i 472, he hath theſe wordes. Crudelis hic viſus Coro- 
lus 5 animo turbato, crediturque queſdam ex familiaribus parum habuiſſe fideles, ex qui- 
bus haud dubie erat Philippus ille Comminins ortu Flandrus, Dominus Ruſcury, qui hoc 
anno transfugit ad regem, qui fi vir fuiſſet probus & integer , nequaguwam deſerto Domi- 
#0 ſus, deſerta > abinrate patria ad talem tranſiſſet tyr annum, alioſque ad idem facien- 
dum ſolicitaſſet, quantiſcunque muneribus inuitatws, Againe tol. 366. thus he ſayth, 
Cauſam cur transfwgerit aly [que nonnullis author fuerit idem faciendi non lego , cum au- 
tem Comminius in ſuis ſcripts cauſam ſue defectionts reticeat , non dubium puto quin ob 
fedum aliquod patratum [thus more proditorum aufugerit. Whereunto ſomewhat 
to anſwere in Commines behalte, I ſay that what cauſe mooued him to leaue the 
Duke as we certainely know not, ſo 1s it not like that he departed from him for 
any heinous offence, becauſe be was never charged withany, neither is Meyer a- 
ble to produce any one teſtimony ( as cuen himſelte in this place is forced to 
confeſſe) that he forſooke the Duke in any treacherous ſort , neither is he able 
to prooue that he ſollicited any to leaue the Dukes ſeruice during the Dukes 
life, though without all proote moſt vniuſtly hee charge bim therewith. For 
it Commines had departed with the betraying of townes and caftles to the eni- 
mie as de Cordes did ; if for attempting to deſtroy the Dukes perſon, as Baldwine 
the Dukes baſe brother, and the Earle of Eſtampes his cofin did ; if for both , as 
the Earle of Campobaſſo did , his offence could no more haue been concealed, 
than the others aboue mentioned was. Wherefore, as Meyer reaſoneth that be- 
cauſe Commines no where in his writings, vttereth the cauſe of his departure, it 
is like he departed for ſome hainous offence : ſo on the other (ide with much 
more reaſon it may be anſwered, that becauſe neither Ayer nor any other 
Hiſtoriogr. 
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Hiſtoriographer in their writings vtter the cauſe of his departure ; like it is thay 
he departed torno hainous offence, but only tor his owneaduancement or ſafe- 
tie, or both , without ſeeking by traiterous praiſes to harme the Duke, as the 
aboue named with ders others did. Burt let vs now examine what by allpre- 
ſumption was the cauſe of his departure from the Duke : and ſecondarily, whe- 
ther his departure from one Maſter to another being in hoſtilitie be excuſable: 
which two poincs being throughly diſcuſſed, it ſhall plainely appeare to the 
world, whether he beiultly ro be charged with any euill dealing, for leauing the 
Duke of Burgundie his firſt Maſter , and vnder whoſe dominion he was borne. 
As touching the firſt point, I am of opinion that Coammines by his departure 
from rhe Duke of Burgundie, ſought both his owneaduancement and his ſafety, 
the former whereot he had iuſt cauſe to hope for at King Lews his hands, as a 
thing well deſerued, at the Kings being at Peronne, where Commines wiſdome 
and great credit with the Duke of Burgundie (as fay the Annales of Burgundie) 
ſtood the King in fa good ltead, that by his onely meanes he was reſtored t9 his 
realme, libertie and lite, which otherwiſe had been in great danger, as by the 
courſe of this hiſtorie moſt plainly doth appeare. W herefore Commines could 
not but aſſure himſelfe of great aduancement at King Zews his hands, as well 
becauſe of the Kings great liberalitie,as alſo for his owne deſert: neither did his 
hope faile him , as the ſequele well declared. On the other (ide, at the Dukes 
hands no great aduancement was to be looked for, both becauſethe qualicic of 
his ſeruice to the Duke and the King was notalike,and ſo conſequently the de- 
ſert vnlike ; and allo becauſe the Dukes liberalitie was inferior to the Kings, his 
attempts ſo impoueriſhing him,that he had notto beliberall of as the King had. 
Whereuntol adde,that he made no ſuch account ofhis ſeruants as the King did, 
but attributed all his good ſucceflero his owne braine, wherby their ſeruice was 
theleſſe eſteemed and the worſt rewarded, or rather not ar all eſteemed nor re- 
warded : for he ncuer vicd any mans counſel! but his owne, fo that wiſe men loſt 
but their time with him. Yea Ayer himſelfereporteth him to be, Durum, «/þe- 
rum & ingratum, d quo miles maligne admodam ſtipendi accipichant,raro blande (+ li- 
beraliter appellarentur , quanquam walts in locis extremis pericults ſe obiettarens, pluri- 
mumque algoris, inedie (+ eſtus ſaſtinerent. If then the Duke were of this diſpoſi- 
tion towards his ſoldiers, and ſocuilt rewarded them whole helpe he daily and 
hourely vied : what reward could any wiſe man looke forat his hands, whoſe ad- 
uice he ſeldome asked and neuer foflowed ? Further,the Duke was of nature very 
cholericke, and ready to offer his ſeruants iniurie, as for example, to the Earle of 
Campobaſſo he gaue a blow, which in the end coſt him his lite, and whether any 
ſuch outrage offered to our Author cauſed or furthered his departure we know 
not : but thataduancement (which was to be looked for at the Kings hands, and 
not to bee hoped for atthe Dukes) was one{caule, is already, as I ſuppole, luthci- 
ently prooued, The ſecond cauſe of Communes departure trom the Duke in mine 
opinion was ſafetiez for the Duke, as Commineshimſelte reporteth, forced not to 
venture his ſeruants into any danger wereit neuer ſo great, which all men (eſpe- 
cially deſpairing of reward of their ſeruice) will ſeeke toauoide : for as our Au- 
thor himlelfe faickin one place of his hiſtorie, molt men by ſruice ſecke toad- 
vancethemſelues,but all men will haue an eyeto ſaue themſelues. Further, Com- 
mines being a very wile man foreſaw the Dukes attempts to be ſuch, as would in 
the end overthrow both himſelfe, his ſubiets, and his dominions, wherefore he 
thought it beſt to diſlodge in time,and to ſaue one. Thele in mine opinion were 


the principall cauſes of his departure from the Duke, which being honeſt _ 
realo- 
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reaſonable,and his departure likewiſe voide of all treaſon and trecherous praQi- 
ſs againſt rhe Duke : I ſeeno reaſon why for bis departure he ſhould not rather 
be commended than condemned. The laſt point that we haue to conſider is, 
whether he being the Dukes ſubie& might leaue his Maſter and depart to the 
King, were the cauſes of his departure neuer ſo reaſonableand honeſt, Where- 
unto L anſwer, that Commines was notabſolutely the Dukes ſubieR : for Flaun- 
ders was held in RE of the crowne of Fraunce, and both the Earle and 
all che people ſworneto beare no armes againſt the King of Fraunce, and diuers 
examplesroo long torehearſe, areto beread in the hiltories of diuers Earles of 
Flaunders that haue been arreſted, impriſoned , and together with their people 
fined for breach of this oath. Wherefore ſeeing our author was a Flemming 
borne,and Flaunders held in Soueraigntic of the King of Fraunce,and the Duke 
of Burgundie in hoſtilitie with the King of Fraunce, contrary to the oath he eci- 
ther tooke or ought to hauetaken; and further violating diuers, nay I may ſay 
all choſepoints whereunto by his alleagance he was bound to the French King: 
I ſce no reaſon why Commines might not, or rather ought not to leaue an inferior 
rebellious Lord,and cleaueto his ſoueraign Prince and King, to whom he ought 
a'ſoucraign duty both by alleageanceand oth. And if after his reuolt, he gaue 
any aduiceto the furtherance of the Kings affaires , he did therein in mine opi- 
nion the duty of a faithtull ſeruant and true ſubiet, Thus much I haue been 
forced to ſpeake in defence both of Communes life,and hiſtoric, whereof as the for- 
mer appearcth to haue been both honeſt and vertuous, as well by the reaſons 
abouecalleaged, as alſo by the notable diſcourſes wherewith he farceth his hiſto- 
rie, which breath nothing but vertue and finceritie : ſo is the latter confirmed by 
the conſent of divers good hiſtories, and approoued by the indgment of the no- 
bleft Princes that Europe bred theſe many hundred yeeres , as I truſt is ſuffici- 
ently declared. Wherefore our Authors credit ſtandeth vpright, as well for 
ood conuerſation of life, as ſincere reportin hiftorie, both the which Aer no 
teſſe falſely {landereth, than he doth in other places of his Annales the noble ra- 
ces of the Kings of England and Fraunce, which ignorantly or maliciouſly he 
reporteth to bee more vile and baſe than any honeſt care can endureto 
heare. Thus hauing Itruſt ſufhciently defended the credit of 
this woorthy writer, I will heereabruptly 
for auoiding of tediouſhneſle 
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ceaſe, which are ſufficient I thinke, to pur mein minde of the great benefits I re- 
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THE PREFACE OF THE AVTHOR | 
TO.THE ARCHBISHOP OF. 27: 
VieNnnNaAa in Fraunce, 4 


0 _ 


= © ſitisfic your requeſt. ( right renerend.) fo ofien 
mooued ynto me, I ſend you heerea memoriall as 


all che aCtes and doings that I have been priuy vnto, 
ofking Lewis the eleuenth our maſter and banefa. 
Qor, a prince worthy of perpetuall memory. Of his 
youth {1 can fay nothing - but by his owne . 
But from the time Tentred into his ſernice, till the 
hower of his. death whereat my ſelfe was preſent, I 
was more continually reſident with him than any 
man of myeſtate that ſerued him, being euer eirher of his priuy chamber, or em- 
ployed in his weigbrie affaires. I found in him as inall other Princes that Lhaue 
knowne or ſerued, both vertue and vice. For men they are as we be, and perfe- 
ion is proper to God onely. Bur ſure that, Prince whoſe vertues andFgaod 
partes ſurmount his vices, deſerueth great commendation 7the rarher-becauſe 
commonly noble perſonages are more prone to all kind of wantonnes than 
other men : partly for that in their childhood they are brought vp without 


© 95 © © © © 05 


agreeable to truth, as I can poffibly call tominde, of 


duechaſtiſementand correfion, and partlic becauſe when they are-growne to 


manseltate, each man ſeeketh ro feede their humors and ſoothe them in al} they 


ſay or doe. But for mine owne part becauſel loue not to flatter nor 
thetruth, ſomewhat may happily be tound in this hiftorie not tendi 
ther tothe kings praiſe, but Icruſt the readers will weigh the reaſons. 


alledged. Sure thus much 1 dare boldly fay in his commendation , that 


opinion he was theprincein his age (all things conſidered) leaft ſu bie&to vice.” 


Yet haue Iknowneand beene conuerlant with as many great Princes, both ſpi- 
rituall and temporallas any manin Fraunce of my time, as well the princes of 


this realme, as thoſe alſo that haue liued in Britaine, -Flaunders, Almayne, En-. 


gland, Spaine, Portugall, and Iralie. Diuers others alſo whom I have not ſeene : 


yet haue [ knowne, partly by conference with their ambaſſadors, and partly by 
their letters & inſtrutions which are meanes ſufficient to enforme men oftheir 


natures and diſpoſitions. Notwithſtanding I minde not by ſetting forth his 


commendation in this worke,to detra&t from the honor and renowne of others, 
bur ſend you, penned in haſtall chat I could call to mind, truſting that you haue 
required it of me to turne it into ſome worke that you purpoſe to publiſh in La- 
tine (to the perfe&ion of which tongue you haue attained ) whereby = ap- 
peare both the woorthines of the prince I now write of, and alſo theexcellency 
of your owne wit. Farther (ir, if I happen to faile in any point, you haue my L. 
of Bouchage, and others who are better ablero enforme 2a of theſe affaires 
than my ſelfe,and to couch their words in much eloquenter language. Although 
to ſay thetruth conſidering how honorably the King entertained me, how great 
familiaritie it pleaſed him to vie towards me, and how liberally he beſtowed vp- 
pon me, neuer intermitting one of the three till the hower of his death, no' 
man hath iuſter cauſe to remember thoſe times than my ſelfe, whereunto Ialſo 
addethe loſſes I haue ſuſteined, and thedangers I haue been in ſithence his de- 
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cciuedat bis handsduring his life, Notwithſtanding that Iknow it to bea mat- 
cer of courſe thatafter the death of great and mightie Princes, great alterations 
enſuetothe loſſe of ſorne, atid gaite of others : for riches and honors follow nor 
alwaies their expeRation that hunt after them. To conclude ir, the better to 
enforme you of the time (ithence I entred into the Kings familiaritie ( which is 
our defite)) Tam forced firſt co rehearſewhar hapned before I came to his ſer- 
_ ſoorderiytoproceedefrom the tine I became his ſeruant, till the houre 
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The occafion of the werres betweene Lewis the elenenth and the Earle of 
| Charolois dfterward Duke of Burgundie. 
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KY Chapter, "TI, 
” Conmmines RIAL) Fter I was paſt my childehood and able to ride * I 
when he came * al Id was preſented x4 Liſle to Charles then Earle of 
——— Fa ZN Charolois, andafter his fathers death D. of Bur- 
ſeruice was IJ gundie, who receiued meinto his ſervice the yeere 
Ig. yceres of | 8 1464. Aboutthree daies after my comming thi- 
| — 46 4. ther , arrined art the faid rowne of Liſle, certaine 
* Charles Earle Ambaſſadours from the king, namely the Earle of 
mm Eu, Morwillier Chancellor of Fraunce, and the 


Archbiſhop of Narbonne, * who in preſence of 

Duke Philip of Burgundie, his ſonne the Earle of 

''Charolois',' and their whole Councell in open 

_— "_ court had their audience. Mpruilliers ſpeech was 

mentioned, "Yory bitter , for he charged the Earle of Charoloisthere preſent , thatat his late 

they amine® beingin Holland hehad cauſed alitele French = ofwar of Diepe to bearreſted, 
0 


if: che | 
5. of Nouem. and thaiein the baſtard of Rubempre, whom alſohehad impriſoned, charging 


_ Anus him that he was come thither to take himprifoner, and cauſing this brute every 
wrewundie. 


3 Whaher ,Where to be publiſhed 3 ( eſpecially at Burges whither ſtrangers of all nations 
the king ment reſort) by a knight of Burgundie named lir Oliver de la Marche, 4 wheretore the 
the Earle of KAN finding himſelfe wrongfully burdened herewith (as he faid) 5 required 
Charolois D, Philip to ſend this (ir Oliver de la Marche priſoner to Paris , thereto bepuniſhed 


priſoner by according asthe caſe required. Whereunto D. Philip anſwered that the ſaid (ir 
this Kubempre, © * , . . . 6 

read Annal, Oliner was Steward of his houſe, borne in the Countie of Burgundie, © and 
Burewsdie,lib, : | 

p44 and Meyer lib. 16. fol. 334. who flatly charge him withit, * Sir Oliver dels Marche heere named wrote 2 
Chronicle of theſe times, * The cauſe'why the King ſent Rubemyre into Holland was not (as he ſaid) to take the Earle of 
Charolois, butthe Vicechauncellor of Britaine named in Meyer, Ioannes Reciuille, and by our author in the third Chapter of 
this fcſt booke Reqpille, whom the Duke of Briraine had ſent into England to make a league beryyeene the realme of England 
end him, and becauſe the rn this Vicechauncellor would vifitthe Earle of Charolois in his returne: he ſent this 
Aubempre into Holland totake him and bring him into Fraunce , Annal. Baygund, Meyer, 6 For the better ynderſtanding 
ofthe Dukes anſwere, I am forced to paſſe the bounds ofa note. Wherefore itis to bee ynderftood that in the declination of 
the Romaine Empire, the Burgundians arinogo8. be 
ie to the Paligraue ofthe Rhyne, inuaded Fraunce, and conquered the countries, now knowne by the names of the Countie 
and Duckie of Burgundie, togither with Sauoy, Daulphine, Proujnce, and che greateſt part of Switzerland , and anne 414. 
choſethem a king named Gendiachws, vrith whom ( aker diets battcls fought veith changeable fortune) AEtiws the our, 
Henorias his l1eutenantin Fraunce, at thelen epeace. And Gewdiachus remained king of Burgundie, and aided the Ro- 
maines againſt Attila.” Soone after failed the maleline of-Gondiachw, and by the mariage of Cletilde ter to Chilperic, Gom- 
dac! x9 bis ſonne, with Cl-dowews King of Fraunce: Burgandie fell ro Cletarins ſonne tothe faide Clotilde and Clodonexs, and ſo 
continued in the houſe of Fraunce till the yetre 8,4 z. when the ſonnes of the Emperour Lodowicus Pin aleg rogither , Bur- 
gundie ras deuided into Burgwndiam Tranſeuranem, and Ciſiuranem. Tranſcorens containing Sauoy, Daulphine, _ 

an 


chaſed ont of Almaine, where they inhabited, the countries nowſub= * 
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and Lyannois, remained to Lothari«s the Emperour,with the title of King of B-irgundie, Ciſyurane containing the Countis 
and Duchie of Burgur:die, was alſo d:\membred, for that part now knowne by the name ot the County of turgurdy,fel allo 
to Lotbarinus ſhare = that part now knowne by the name of the Duchie of Burgundie, was together with the Kealme of 
France yeelded to Carolas Caluwns: But aitcr the death of the Emperot Lotharws his two ſons Lodoniew and Lotharinsmade 
another partition of ther part of Burgunie : for the Realme of Auſtiaba,w:th the County of Burguiidiefel to { otharins, after 
whoſe death his yncle Carols Caluus King of France ambitiouſ]y through violence conquer«& allo that part of Buregundie,and 
1oyned it to the Crowne of France, fo that the ſaid Carolus (aluus pollefſed all Burgundic Coſgornne, that is, both the County 
& Duchic of Burgundy. Ledowicws the other ſonne of the Emperour Lutharins polletied with the Empire all Burgendy Tran- 
ſcurana,together with the title of King of Burgundie,and lett behind him one on«ly daughter nzmcd Hemingarde, maricd to 
B.ſon brother to Richilde,Carol us Calnus his wite,n reſpet of which matiage the laid Calrws gaue to Beſen all Burgundie Ciſin- 
rana, Which he the ſaid Calwws then held. And thus had Beſen all the Realme of Burgundie,vrz, T ran{iurane 1m the tight of his 
wite, and Ciſiwrara,by his brother in lawes g/ft. Fartherthe ſaid Calww being both Emperor and King of France,creared the 
2bouc named Boſon King of Burgundic,anno 87 g.to whem ſucceeded Lodeniew his onne, from whom Reph king of France 
(for.ne to Richard that firit entituled himſelfe Duke of Burgundy) wan the greateſt part of Burgundie Ciſc#rena, T o this Lewis 
ſucceeded his ſonne Ralph King of Burgundy,wbo not being able to detend his realme, gaueitto the Emperour Conradus 3. 
who notwithſtanding obrained the leaſt part thereof: for as touching Tranſiwrane, Braid Duke of Saxe had before this gift 
woon from King Kalph, Sauoy and a great peece of Switzerland, Douſphine, Lyonrois, and Prownes Gaigue le gras the 
Daulphin, had likewiſe conquered, And as touching Cifiurana by treaty made betweene the Emy er our Conre ds 2. and Henry 
King of France, onely the Countic xemained to the Empire,and the Duchieta the Crown ot France, This I haug wruen, 
becaule ſome holde opinion that the Count y of —_ y ought alſo to be held of the Crowne of France, whereas indeede 
rather the Duchtie as all Tr«nfiwrana (the greatelt part whereof the French King at this day poſiefſeth) ought tobee held of 
the Empire, from which the aide French Kings haue pulled lo many Provinces, that now (as one properly ſpeaketh)the Ea» 


Ele bath loſt ſo many Feathers,that hardly he can flie.. 


in no reſpe& ſubiet to the Crowne of France. Notwithſtanding if it coulde bee 
duely proued, that he had ſaid or done any thing preiudiciallto the Kings ho- 
nour,he would ſee him puniſhed according as the tault deſerued. And as touch- 
ing the Baſtarde of Rubempre, hefaid thar true it was that he was apprehended 
for great cauſes of ſtuſpition giuen,and ſtrange behaviour vied by him & his men 
about the rowne of Lahaye 7 in Holland, where at that preſent his ſonne, the |, 
Earle of Charolois remained,adding that ifthe ſaid Earle wereſuſpitious,hetook b—_—_ 
itnotofhim,for he was neuer ſo, but of his mother, who had been the moſt iea- Anna! 2ar. 
lous Lady that cuerliued. But notwithſtanding quoth he, that my ſelfe never #%s —_—_ 
were ſuſpitious; yet ifT had been in my ſonnes place atthe ſame time, that this houd have 
baſtard of Rubempre haunted thoſe coaſts : I would ſure have cauſed him to befakenihe | 
apprehended as my ſonne did. Laſtly, he promiſed, that ifthis Baſtard were not ralois.is my 
guilty of this fa&, ro wit,a purpoſe to haue taken his ſonne (as common reporte med in Meyer 
ſaid he was)he would forthwith deliver him out of priſon, and ſend him to the ** 
King according to his ambaſſadors demands? The D,anſwere ended; Morvillier 

began againe,charging with great and hainous offences, Frances D.of Britaine, 

and alleadging that ar the Earle of Charolois late being at Tours (whither hee 

wentto viſt the king)the ſaid D.and he had gitien their faith each to other in 

writing, to become brethren in armes,which writings he ſaid wereenterchange- 

ably delivered by the hands of maſter Tannegue ds Chaftel,who lince hath beene 
gouernour of Rouſſillon, and borne ſome ſway in this Realme : This fat Morui- 

ker aggravated in ſuch ſort, that nothing hee omitred in ſetting foorth this ot- 

fence,that might tend to the diſgrace and diſhonour of a Prince. Whereunro the 

Earle of Charolois made offeretrſoones to anſwere, being maruellouſly our of 

patience to heare ſuch reprochfull ſpeeches vſed of his friend and confederate. 
But Morwuilier ever cut him off, faying:My Lord of Charolois,lam not comeof le | 
ambaſſage to you,butto my L.your father. The ſaid Earle beſought bis father Cha o!ois 
diuers times to giue him leaveto anſwere,whointheend ſaide thus vnto him : I7aco te | 
have anſwered for thee as mee thinketh,the father ſhou'd anſwere forthe fonne , ——— , 
notwithſtanding ifthou haue ſogreat deſire toſpeake, bethinke thy ſelfe to day of Normandy 
and to morrow ſpeake & ſpare not. Then Morwilier to his former {peech added 51149999, 
thathecculd not imagine what had moved the Earle tocnter into this league purgond. 


Marche, 


with the D.of Britaine, vnleſſe it were becauſe of a penſion *the king had once 39%! 
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given him,together with the gouernement of Normandy, and afterward again 
raken from him. | 

The nextday in preſence ofthe ſelfe fame audience, the Earle of Charolois 
kneeling vpon a veluet cuſhon,addrefled his ſpeech to his father,and began with 
this baſtard of Rabewpre,afhrming the cauſes of his impriſonmentto bee iuſt and 
lawfull, as the courſe of his arraignement ſhould well declare. Notwithſtanding 
Ithinke nothing was cuer proued againſt him, though I conteſſe the preſump- 
tions to haue been great, Five yeeresafter I my ſelfe ſaw him deliuered out of 


yr priſon. This point thus anſwered, the Earle began to diſcharge the D. of Bri- 


ewotſkullinzs 


| audfixepence tgjne and himlelfe, aying,thattrue it was that the D. and hee were centred into* 


CONS leagueand amiry,and had ſworne themſelues brethren in armes, but that this 
an Engliſh league tendedin no reſpet to the preiudice ofthe King or bis reamle,but rather 
ſhillieglo ro theſeruiceand defence thereof, if neede ſhould ſo require. Laſtly,as touching 
pen6o1 after the penſion taken from him, he anſwered, that he never receiued but one quar- 
that me” benefite thereof,to the value of nine thouſand franks, 9,and that for his part 
fowe-thoo- he neuer made fute neyther for it, nor for the gouernment of Normandy : for ſo 
ſand buc bun. Jong as he enioyed the fauour and good will of his father,he ſhould not need to 
ro craue of any man. Ithinke verily,had it not been for the reverence hee bare to 
20The rowns his aid father who was there preſent,and to whom he addreſled his ſpeech, that 
andferritoris he would haue vied much birterer terms.In the end D. Philip very wiſely, hum- 
[mg bly beſought the King lightly not to conceiue an evill opinion ofhim or his ſon 
2x4 :o0D. butto continue his fauour towards them. Then the banquet was brought in, 
Philpbye andtheambaſſadors tooke their leaue both ofthe father and the ſonne: Bur af- 


| ich ter the Earle ofEu, and the Chancellour had taken their leaue of the Earle of 
was in 
biſhop ofNarbonn that paſſed forth the laſt of the Ambaſſadors : Remember 
the Articles 
ſcdin.4a»vel. meſſage the Archbiſhop did to the King at his returne into France, as hereafter 
the firſt book 


res, yrhuch 
—_——_— Charolois, who ſtood a good way from his father, he. ſaid thus to the Arch- 
arc din 

Ari my moſt humble duty to the King,and tell him he hath made his Chancellour 
an ae to vie me very homely here, but beforea yeares end he ſhall repent it: which 
Burgund 762 you (hall perceive. 

| Theſe Moruilliers words aboue rehearſed,cauſed the Earle of Charolois hatred 

of Ls Marche, ap2inſt the King to take deepe roote,the ſeedes whereof, were before ſowne by 


| —_— ' the Kinges late redeeming of the townes ſituate, vpon the river of Somme 2®, 
others,” namely, Amiens, Abbeuille, Saint Quintin,and che reſt which King Charles ths 
as hs ſeuenth had engaged by the treaty of 4r74s to his father. D.Philip of Burgundie 
ow zuthoe tO have and to holdeto him,and to his heires males, till they wereredecmecd for 
and A»»4!. fowre hundred thouſand crownes **, How theſe matters paſſed, I know not 


Burgnund.vvrite 


fora000o0, perfeRly,but true itis,that in the D.old age he was ſo gouerned by the Lords of 
crownes, but Croy and Chimay, being brethren,and others of their houſe, that hee aggreede 
—_ ro take againe his money,& reſtorethe ſaid territories to the King,greatly tothe 

Earle his ſonnes diſcontentation : for beſides that they were the frc ntier townes 
ms or of their dominions, they loſt in them a number of able men for the warres. The 
146;.Ls Earleof Charolois charged the houſe of Croy with this fa&,ſo farre foorth thar 
Marche, 'Mey- after extreameage was growne vpon his father (whereunto hee euen then ap- 
04% proched)he baniſhedallthefaid houſe out of his dominions, and confiſcated all 
their lands,eſtates and offices. 


How 


PHILIP DE COMMINES. 


Haw the Earle of Charolois and divers noblemen of Fraunce levied 
an army againſt King Lewis, vnder colour of the 


weale publique.. Chap. 2. 


Oone after the abouenamed Ambaſſadors departure, 

Tohn Duke of Bourbon that lait died, arriued at the 

rowne of Liſle, pretending that he cameto vilit his 

vncle Duke Phibp of Burgundie,whoabouecall hou- 

ſes loued eſpecially this houſe of Bourbon, and no 

maruell: for this Duke of Bourbons mother was 

Duke Philips (iſter. Shee had lived a widow many 

yeeres , and ſoiourned there at that time with her 

brother, both her (clfe and diuers of her children, to 

wit, three daughters and one ſonne, notwithftan- 
ding this was not indeed the cauſe of the Duke of Bourbons arriuall , bur his | —_ 
comming was to perſwade the Duke of Burgundie to ſufferan army to beKuied berrothed his 
in his dominions, afſuring him thas all the Princes of Fraunce would doe the = _ 
like : meaning thereby to giue the King to vnderſtand how euill and vniuſt go- y,foune, bur. 
ucrnment he vſed in his realme,and purpeſing wo make themſelues fo ſtrong,that ering the 
they might conftraine him by force to redreſle this inconuenience, if praiers ,,1...-4 
could not preuaile. This warre was, afterward called THz weALE PVvBLIQVE, againſt the 
becauſe the authors thereot vied the common wealrhfor colour of rheir enter- — he 
priſe. The ſaid good Duke Philip ( for {o is he ſurnamed ſinee his death) agreed broken of the 
thatan armie {hould be leuicd in his dominions, but the bottom ofthe enterpriſe mariage againg 
was neuer diſcouered to him : for hee thought not that the matter ſhould haue _ CO 
cometo hand ſtrokes as after itdid. Immediately began the muſters through the fide 
allthe Dukes dominions, and the Earle of Saint Paule atter ward Conſtable of —_— _ 
Fraunce, accompanied with the Marſhall of Burgundie, being of the houſe of :rary obir- 
Neut-chaſtell, repaired to Cambray (where Duke Philip then lay) tothe Earle *bers will = 
of Charolois , who immediately after their arriuall aſſembled his fathers Coun- — 
cell, and a greatnumber of his fo bietts inthe Biſhops palaceat Cambray, where which cauſe 
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' heproclaimedall the houſe of Croy traitors to his father and kim. And not- the Earle of S.; 


withſtanding that the Earle of $. Paule alleadged, that bY this proclamation he Pale band 


ſhould be greatly indamaged, becauſe long before this, he had giuen his daughter tothe death, 
in mariage * tothe Lord of Croies ſonne : yet was the ſaid houſe of Croy (all —_ _ 
that notwith(tanding) forced to abandon the Dukes dominions *, where they » TheExleof 
loſt great riches. With the which dooing, Duke Philip was much diſcontenred, cn_ bo. 
eſpecially becauſe his chiefe chamberlaine (afterward Lord of Chmay) ayoong ter here ay 
man well diſpoſed, and nephew tothe Lord of Croy, was forced for teare of his ged charged | 
life, to depart withour leaue taken of his maſter, being aduertjſed thar if hee did _ _ 
otherwiſe hee ſhould either bee laine or apprehended : but the Dukes olde age had called 
cauſed him to beare this marter more patiently than otherwiſe hee would, All bmgrer _ 
this trouble hapned in his houſe becauſe of the reſtitution of the territories him, & ought 
aboue mentioned, (ituate vpon the riuer of Somme, which the Duke had reſto- to poyfon = 
red to King Lewis for the ſumme of 400009. crownes, by the perſwalion ofthis 49% 
houſe of Croy, as the Earle of Charolois laid to their charge. 

The ſaid Earleafter he had pacified his father, and reconciled himſelfeto him 
the beſt that mought be, put his whole force incontinent into the field, being ac- 
companied with the Earle of $, Paule, the principall gouernor ofhisaftaires, _ 


=_—— 
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he that had the greateſt charge in his armie,for he had vnder him by the Earle of 

Serv Ecefch Charolois commandement 300.menotarmes,and 4000.archers,belides a num- 

an of armes ber of valiant knights and eſquires of Artois, Haynalt,and Flaunders.Like bands 
—_ and as great were alſo vnder the leading of the L. of Rauaſtin, the D. of Cleues 
corny brother, and the L. Anthony baſtard of Burgundie, other captaines for breuitie [ 
afſe oucr, but aboue all thereſt,two knights there were eſpecially,in great credit 


him in the 
"12 head With the Earle of Charolois, the one named the L. of Hault-bordin an ancient 
peece, called, knight,baftard brother to the Earle of $. Paule,the other the L.ot Contay. They 
in Latin Fere»= 19 both been trained vp in the long wars between Fraunce and England, at the 


ar be " ametimethat Henry the 5.of that name King of England,raigned in Fraunce, be- 


Marche, but ing confederate with this Duke Philip of Burgundie. T hey were two valiantand 


_ —_ wiſe knights,and had the principall charge otthe wholearmie: of yoong gentle- 


ſome 5. ſome men there were a number, but oneeſpecially very famous, called maſter Philip of 
me Lalain, iſſued of a race that hath euer been ſo valiant and couragious, that they 


Theſe ar- : - : . G : 
*:rs were hauein maner all died in the warres in their Princes ſeruice. The Earles force was 


owns ng, reat: for his men ofarmes were to the number of 1 400. but euill armed,and vn- 
borſebacke, £xaind@, becauſe of the long peace theſe Princes of Burgundie had lived in. For 
as harquebu- {ince the treaty of Arras by the ſpace of 36.yeeres and more, they neuer had war 
hers onhorſe- tht endured, nor almoſt taſte of warre, ſaue a few broyles againſt the Citie of 
backe are K . , . 

Gaunt,which were ſoone pacified. Notwithſtanding bis men ofarmes were well 
5 Hethatma- mounted, and well accompanied, for tew or none ſhould you haue ſeen without 


now. 
keth ſuch offer , 4 
of himſelfe, fue or [1xe great horſes of his retinue. 3 Thearchers + were eight or ninethou- 


ſeekethprey ſand , and whenthey muſtred they were more vnwilling to depart then to giue 
notſeruice, their names, but the ableſt were choſen and the reſt diſmiſſed 5. 


PornteNing The ſubie&s ofthis houſe of Burgundielined then ingreat proſperitie, partly 


of ſo many, becauſe of their long peace, and partly becauſe of their Princes goodnes, who le- 


was done 3” ied but few ſubſidies vponthem , ſo that theſe Seniories ſeemed comparable to 


rules of the the land of promiſe in thoſe daies : for they flowed in wealth, and had continued 


arte of war, ; "> te 
 Ofitee. In greatquietnesthe ſpace of 23. yeeres, to wit, till the beginning of theſewarres 


cefſeofths NOW meMioned, which till this day endure vnended : their expenſes in apparell 
houſe of Bur- both of men and women were great and ſuperfluous®, their feaſts and banquets 


gundie. Annel. | | - 
| ny oy moreſumptuous and prodigall then in any countrey that euerI ſaw,their bathes 


thus,lb.z.pa. and other paſtimes with women wanton and difſolute, yea ſomewhat too ſhame- 
Hey lefle,l meane of women of low eſtate. To bee ſhort, the abies of this houſe, 
of apparell - thought at that time, no Prince able to withſtand them, at the leaſt none too 


aq” mighty for them, butatthis preſent, I know no country in the world fo miſera- 
ihe fubies of PIE and deſolate as theirs,and I doubt me the (innes they committed in their pro- 


this houſeof ſperitie, cauſe them to ſuffer this aduerlitie , becauſe they acknowledged not all 


—_— theſe gifts and benefits to proceed from God, who diſpoſed and beſtowed them 


indecent and 4s tO his heauenly wiſdome ſeemeth beſt. 
ang The Earles army thus furniſhed euen in a moment , of all things neceſſarie, 
be more. The Ladies and gentlewomen ware ypon their head a ſtrange kinde of attire, faſhioned in pyramydall forme, the top 
chereof halfe an ell good aboue the crowne of their head , and thereupon a carchefe of [awne or ſome othcr fine linnen hanging 
downeto the very ground : a fond attire and worthy to bee derided. The men diſguiſed themſelues no lefſe than the women, 
ſome ware their clothes ſo ſhort, that they hardly couered thoſe parts that nature her (elfe ſhameth to diſcouer : theip haire 
was curled and of ſuch length that it hindred their Gghe: ypon their heads they ware felt-hats copletanked , a quarter of an ell 
high or more : they ſtuffed their dublers about their ſhoulders and breaſt maruellous full of bombaſt , to the end they might 
ſeeme ſquare and broad breſted, a thing greatly diſpleafing God : their clokes were not ſo ſhort but their gownes were as long, 
for they trained after them vpon the ground, To be ſhort, the whole world could not deuiſe ſtranger kinds of diſguifing than 
hey had, and that yas work of allis this, that every raſcall and euery womanin beggers cſtare would be apparelledprincelike, 
and imitate the faſhion of Court, without regard either of coſt or ing. Compare this with the exceſſe of England at theſe 
dares, and we ſhall ſee in 2 glafſe our one yagities, and hauc iuſt cauſe to looke for the ſame milcries thatfell ypon this houſe of 
Burgundie after this excelle, 

marched 


Sel 1a, 4 l 


PHILIP DE COMMINES. - 


marched forward, 7 the whole force being on horſebacke, ſaue thoſe that con- » The 5. of 
ueicd theartillery, which was mighrie and ſtrong tor that time, and the ſtraglers May faith 
appointed for the cariage, the which was fo great, that the Earles owne cariage —_— 
incloſed the greatelt part of his campe: he marched firſt rowards Noyon,and be- 6#rg«»4. the 
lieged alittle caſtell called Nefle, which was ſoone taken, notwithſtanding there- —_— 
{iftance made by the garriſon that was within ir, The Marſhall 2echin ( one of ce. 

the fower Marſhals ot Fraunce) iſſuing out of Peronnecoaſted continually along = 

by the Earles campe, but could notendamage him,forhis torce was fo ſmall,thar 

when the Earle drew neere to Paris heretired thither. All the way as the Earle 

paſſed he made no war, but what his men rooke they paid for : wheretfore the 

townes vpon the riuer of Sommeand all otherrownes thar he paſled by, recei- 

ued his men in ſmall troupes, and ſolde them for their mony whatſoeuer they 

would buy, as men reſting in ſuſpence whether the King or the Princes ſhould 

haue the vpper hand 5, Sofarre marched the Earle that he came to S; Dennis * TheEarle of 
neareto Paris, whereallthe Lords of the Realme had promiſed to meete him, —_— 
but none came, notwithſtanding that the Vicechauncellor of Britaine the med himfelfe 
D. Ambaſſador reſident in the Earles campe, forged newes oftheir comming —— 
from time to time at his owne pleaſure, vpon certaine blancks that he had ſigned nous 
with his maſters hand : he wasa Norman borne, and a very wiſe and ſufficient which cauſe 
man, and ſo behooued ir him to be, for the wholecampe murmured againſt him.j,,,om.. 
The Earle of Charolois ſhewed himſelte before Paris ?, where was a hot $Kir- ned the wil. 
miſh, hard at the towne gates, butto the Citizens diſaduantage. Men of warre, _—_ _— 
within the towne were none, faue onely the Marſhall 7oachin with his COMPANY, nates Burgund, 
and the Lord of Nanrtoiller, afterward Lord great Maſter, who did the King as * TheEarles | 
good ſeruice in theſe wars as ever did jubie, King of Fraunce at his neede, and _—— 
yetin the ende was euill recompenſed, rather by his enemies malice, than the Paris abour 
Kings fault, though neither of both are wholy to be excuſed. The poore people *i* 35-9r13- 
of the citie were in ſo great feare the day ofthe skirmiſh, thatthey cried often (as a Fr 

I was afterwards credibly enformed ) rhat wee were entred the towne, but with- all the Prin- 
out cauſe. Notwithſtanding the L. of Hault-bourdin aboue mentioned ( who. _ 
had bin brought vp in the towne,when it was nothing ſo ſtrong as now its) gaue there. Meyer, 
aduiſe to aſſault ir, and the fouldiers defired nothing more, contemning the 

townes men becauſe the skirmiſhes were hard at their gates, yet the contratic 

opinion tooke place, whereupon the Earhe retired to $. Denis. The next day in 

the morning he debated with his Councell whether he ſhould go to meete with 

the Dukes of Berry and Britaine or not, who wereat hand as the Vicechauncel- 

lor of Britaine ſaid, ſhewing alſo their letters teſtifyingthe ſame, but he had for- 

ged them vpon his blanks, and other newes knew he none. In theend the Earle 

reſolued to paſſe the river of Seine, notwithſtanding that the moſt part of his 

Councell gaue aduiſeto returne home, ſeeing the reſt of the confederates had 

broken day, alleaging itte be ſufficient to haue paſſed the rivers of Sommeand :-Th, pate 
Marne, and more than needed to paſſe this riuer of Seine. Some alſoput foorth of 'S. Paule 
great doubts, becauſe we had noplaces on our backe to retire into if weſhould _— -_ 
be diſtreſſed. But all this notwithſtanding the Earle paſſed the riverand en- the riucr of 
camped at Pont S, Clou **, wherefore the whole armie murmured much a- _ - _ 
gainſt the Earle of S. Paule and this vicechauncetfor,who were the principallper- (qe fo. 
{waders ofhim thereunto. The next dayafter hisarrivall there, he receinedlet- and rooke 
ters from a Lady ofthis land written with hir owne hand, wherein ſhe adver- 1. 5 
tiſedhim that the king was departed out of Bourbonnois,andcame done with guad, * 


all peedeto fight with him, | 
I muſt 


THE FIRST BOOKE OF 


I muſt here declare the occaſion of the Kings voyage into Bourbonois, which 
was this : So ſoone as he vnderſtood that all the princes of his realme had conſpi- 
red againſt him (attheleaſt againſthis gouermenc) hee determined to prevent 
them, and before they were aſſembled, to inuade the D. of Bourbon , who was 

" Reade a the firſt that openly diſcouered himſelte ro be of the confederacie, ** : and be- 
—_— cauſc his countrey was weake hee hoped ſoone toſubdue it, as in deede diuers 
whe Daloof placcs he tooke, and would eaſily haue taken all, had not ſuccours come thither 
—_— and out of Burgundie vnder the leading of the L. of Conlches , the Marqueſle ofRot- 
thereunce, TElin, the L. of Montague, and others, with whom Maſter Wiliam of Rocheforr 
Annal. r- Chauncellor of Fraunce (a man at this day of great eſtimation) was allo in armes. 
SEIDEM This force was leuicd in Burgundie by the ſollicitation of the Earle of Beauieu, 
dinal of Bour. and the Cardinall of Bourbon, ** brethren to D. 792nof Bourbon , and by them 
— recciued into Molines. Aide came allo of another fide to the D. of Bourbon, vn- 
ye rn. der the leadipg of the D. of Nemours, the Earle of Armignac, and the L. of Al- 
brother corhe bert, being accompanied with a great band of ſoldiers , ſome of the which were 
— good men of armes of their countries, who lately had forſaken the Kings pay, and 
Zrwnd. for put themſelues into their ſeruice. Bur the greateſt part of their men were vtterly 
the yuh Vnfurniſhed of all things, and torcedforlacke of pay to liue vpon the poore peo- 
=*beſtinthe Ple. The King notwithſtanding theſe their great forces gaue them yenough to 
Frenchro do : wheretore in the cnd they fell ro treate of peace, eſpecially rhe D. of Ne- 
for fere, be. 29urs, who ſolemnly promiſed and ſware to take part with him,and yer did after- 
cauſe the Wards the contraric : whereupon the King conceiucd fo great diſpleaſure againſt 
Earle of Bea- him, rhat afcerward he could neucr brooke him, as cftſoones he hath told me. To 


8 


oor wet" be ſhort, the King perceiving that he could not achicuc his enterpriſe in Bour- 
ws ea bonnois ſo ſpeedily as at the Aſt he hoped, and fearing if the Earle of Charolois 


the Duke of forces Which approched neare to __ , and the forces of the Duke of Berry his 

Bowbon, owne brother, and of the Duke of Britaine which were comming our of Britaine, 
ſhould ioine together : that the Pariſtans would recciue them into their rowne, 
becauſe they all pretended the common wealth for colour of their enterpriſe: and 
knowing alſo as the towne of Paris did, fo all the other rownes in hisrealme would 
follow ; for theſe cauſes I ſay,he reſolued with all peede poſſible to pur himſelfe in- 
to Paris,meaning to keep theſe two great armies aſunder : but hispurpoſe wasnor 
tofight, ashe hath himſelfe divers rumes told me in communing of theſe affaires. 


How the Earle of Charolois encamped neere to Mont! bery, and of the battell 
fought there betweene the King of Fraunce and him. 
Chap. 3. 


He Earle of Charolois ſuppoſing that the King (being depar- 
ted out of Bourbonnois ( as before you haue heard) came 
a downe purpoſcly to fight with him : refolued likewiſe to ſet 
$ forward againſt the King, and thenread openly the contents 
& of the letter ſent him by the Lady aboue mentioned, ( but 
5592 TEAR) lupprefling bername ) and required hisſfouldiers to play the 
; Ter men, ſaying that he was fully refolued ro hazard the bartell, 
whereforc he marched and encamped at a village neere ro Paris called Longiu- 
meau , and the Earle of S. Paulc with the vawarde lodged at Mont hery, rwo 
leagues beyonde Longiumeau , from whence hee ſent toreriders and ſcoutes a- 
broad, to vnderſtand of the Kings comming, and what way hee tooke : fartherin 

, the preſence ofthe Earle of S. Paule, the Lord of H ault-bourdin, and che Lord of 
Contay, Longiumcau was afligned for the place of the the bartell, andthither ir 
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was agreed that the Earle of S.Paule ſhould retice with the vaward if the King, ,,.,,_ 


hapned to come. = ape 
Now you (hal vnderſtand that the Earle of Maine with ſeuen oreight hundred nos was ba 
men of armes lay continually in face ofthe Dukes of Bery & Bfiraine, who were —— 
accompanied with a number of wiſe and valient Knights, that King Lewis had icans. ac.yce. 
put from their penſions and ofhces at his rſt coming to the ſtate, (norwithſtan. '>& -* 4Her- 
ding the great ſeruices they had done his father,inthe recouering and pacifying the «le of 


ofthe realme :) whereof atterward tull often hee repented him. Among thele _ was of 
Ie Princes 


knights was the Earle of Dunois,a man of great experience in all matters *, the .,,1cgcracy, 
Marthall of Loheac, the Earle of Damp martin,the Lord of Bueil, and divers 0- * the Arrere- 
thers, accompanied with the number of five hundred men of armes who lately Þ**" = 
had forſaken the Kings pay,and retired themfelues to the Duke of Britaine, of med bn 
whoſe onely ſubietts this whole force conlilted. The Earle of Maine who lay <5 of grear 
continually in the face of rhe two Dukes campe, (as you baue heard) finding £7 a1 4g wet 
himſelfe too weake to encouuter with them, dillodged continually before them, nobles as 0- 
approching neerer and neerer to the King, in like maner the Dukes of Berry and my — 
Britaincendeuored to ioine with the Burgundians,Some haue held opinion that menus to 
the Earle of Maine had fecret intelligence with the Princes, but I could never yn-**< Kg, di- 
derftand any ſuch thing, neither doe [ beleeue it ?. radeck dal 
The Earic of Charolois lying incampe at Longiumeau (as you hane beard) the proclama- 
and his vawardat Monl'hery, wasaduertized by a priſoner, that the Earle of ii" ercot 4 
Maine with his whole force, all the men of armes ofthe Kings ordinary retinue, by their re- | 
being to the number of two and twenty hundred, and the arriere ban 3 9f Dayul- 2vc< to moue, 


phine together with forty or fifty geutlemen of Sauoy, excellent good ſoldiers, 1, get day. 
wereall toned with the King. phine beere 


The King in the meane time conſulted with the Earle of Maine, the high Sq. nec we 
neſchall of Normandy called De Brezey, the Admirall of France who was of the the conacris 
houſe of Montauban,and others what was to be done,and in the end whatſoeuer - DP , 
was ſaid or aduiſed to the contrary, reſolued not to fight, neither to approach _— 
neere to the Burgundians campe, bur onely to enter into Paris, + which in mine Reade the 
opinion was the beft and ſafeſt courſe. He ſtood in great doubr of this high Se- {*® — 
neſcall of Normandy, and therefore deſired him to tell him truly whether hee 94 Jo 
had given his faith in writing to the Princes that came againft- him : whereunto nd Gree - 
the Seneſcal anſwered after his meery icſting manner,that he had, and that thex,,,.. lib. >, 
writing ſhould remaine with them, butthe body ſhould ferue him, which his tol. a: 4. 
anſwer the king tooke in good part, and gaue him the leading of his vaward,and = King 
putalſo vnder his charge,the guids whole helpe be vſed, becauſe he mens to [hun haben of 
the barrel as you haue heard.Burthe Senelcall being wedded to his his own wit, th: ny 
faid priuily to certaine of his familiar friends,thathe would that day ivine the ,c$,pechul 


two armies ſo neere together thathe had need to be a good man of warre thar Boy eo 
mnceaatt 


ſhould ſeuer them without battell, which his promile he performed, though ro ® nr 
his own coſt, for the firſt man that was flaine was himſelfe 5, and his band with ., 2unguud.” 
him.Theſe his words,the King hath often lince rehearſed to me,for ] ſerued then * Dep Bel 


the Earle of Charolois. changed ar- 


mor with ihe 
But to proceed, the 27. of July, * the yeare 1 465,the Kings vaward came tO King, which 
Monz!hery where the Earle of Saint Paul lodged who incontinent aduertiſed cavitehis 
the Earle of Charolois lying two leagues thence ( namely at Longiumean, the 1,7 thar fue 


him ſuppoſedit had beene the King, 4nnal Aquiten, but Meyer ſaith, be was reported to be ſlaine by the Kings procurement, 
which | know not where he Endeth, * Ottheday ofthe battel, Annal Franc,agree with our author, but Annul. Burgund, 
& Annal. Aquitan ſay 17,Meyer bath 17. Cal Augeſi,that is the 16,day of Ioly,and yyith him agreeth Gay»in ©1114 Marche,who 


was preſentatthe battel and knightgd in it, 
place 
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placeaſhgned for the battell) oftheirarivall,deſiring him ofaide with all ſpeede, 
and alledging that becauſe all his men ofarmes and archers were lighted on foot, 
and incloſed with their carriage,he could not pofhibly retire to Longiumeau,ac- 
cording to the order agreed on, without ſeeming to fly,whereby hee ſhould 
both diſcourage and endanger the whole army. Which meſſage recciued : the 
Eatle of Charolois ſent foorthwith the baſtard Burgundy called 4ntbony with a 
great band of men to ioine with the Earle of $- Paule, and debated with himlelte 
whether he ſhould goe thither in perſon or not,and in the end marched forward 
with thereſtand came to the place nbout ſeuen of the clocke in the morning: but 
before his arriuall five or [1xe ofthe Kings Enlignes were diſplaied along vpon a 
great ditch {ide betweene the two armies. 

The Vicechauncellor of Britaine called Roxnille was yet in the Earle of Charo- 
lois campe,and with him an ancient man of armes named Maderey, the (elte lame 
that deliuered Pont.S.Maxence tothe Burgundians:againſt theſe two the whole 
army murmured, becauſe the battel being now ready to be given: the forces they 
had ſo much vanted of were yet vncome. Whertore they were both in great tear, 
and fled before the two armies ioined, taking their way to the Britaines campe, 
The Earle of Charolois company ſet themſelues in order of battel as they mar- 
ched,and at theirarriuall found the Earle of S. Paule on toote, & all the archers 
diſmounted, each man hauing a pale pitched before him. Farther, they beat out 
the heads of divers pipes of wine to drinke : and ſurefor thoſe few battels I haue 
bin in,I never ſaw men in my life more deſirous to fight, which me thought was 
a good (ligne anda great comfort.Order was giuen at firft that we ſhould al lighr 
on foot none excepted, but that order was afterward altered. For almoſt all the 
men of Armes mounted againe on horſebacke, ſaue certaine valiant Knightsand 

. Efquiers appointed to fight among the footmen, namely, Monſeur de Cordes, & 
Maſter Philip of Lalaine,with divers others : for at that time among the Burgun- 
dians the honourableſt perſonages fought on foot among the archers,to the end 
7 The Duke the infantery might be the better aſſured & fight the morecouragiouſly, which 
waviome®: © order they ſearned ofthe Engliſhmen, with whom Duke Philip being confede- 
men bue Tate in his youth) made war vpon the realme of France the ſpace of.32. yeeres 
1 5 0: xreene zithout truce 7,But the burden of theſe warres lay vpon the Engliſhmens ſhoul- 
Fo Inrey. GErs, who were atthattime rich and mighty, and had a wiſe, goodly and valiane 
aimdejso. King called Henry, accompanied with fage, hardy,and expert captaines, namely, 
—_— the Larle of Salisbary, Talbot and others, whom l paſſe ouer, becauſe thoſe wars 
beg mnamo Were before mytime,notwithſtanding I haveſeen the reliques ofthem.For when 
_ anden God ment to withdraw his goodnes from the PE wiſe king died at 
* The bart”? Bois de Vincennes,and his ſon who proucd but a ſimple man,was crowned king 
qundizns diſ- of France and England art Paris. Soone after, all was turned topſic turuy in Eng- 
mounze&'> land Forciuill warsaroſe among them which haue endured almoſt till this pre- 
1ying downe ſent, by reaſon that the houſe of Yorke vſurped the Crown, or held it by good 
thcir com- title, I wot not well whether, for the lot ofkingdomes is giuen from heauen. 
on v7 a Butto returne to the hiſtory,this diſmounting & remounting ofthe Burgun- 
leaſure ro Clans, cauſed both great delay of time, and lofle of men, for at this inſtant, tha 
_ tm&r yoong valiant knight Maſter,Philip of Lalaine, beeing bur = wawr armed was 
abourthem, {1aine 5.The Kings forces marched ſcatteringly along by the forreſt of Tortou, 
_— __ te being hardly 400.men of armes at our fhiritarrmal,ſo that if we had then charged 
idea, FRM, in mine opinion we had found no reſiſtance, for they that were behinde 
4en.8:r- Could not haueaided the former, becauſe they could not march forward vpon a 


"—_ t:ont, but one by one after an other. Notwithſtanding,their number continually 
increaſed 
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increaſed, which this wiſe knight Monſtenr de Contay perceiuing,came and told 

his maſter the Earle of Charolois, that if he would obteine the viRorie it was 

rime to giue the charge, confirming his opinion by diuers good reaſons, 

and adding that if he had affailed his enemies ac his firſtarriuall , they had alrea- 

dy been diſcomfited, for thek their number was ſmall, but now greatly increaſed 

asealic it was to be diſcerned , and ſure he ſaid true 9. Then was cuery mans ad-., conrey vid 

uile asked,and rhe former order cleane altered, but in the meane time a great and — rea- 
on to per= 


hot ſkirmiſh was already begun,at the very entry into the village of Montſhery, 97 12 Fe: 


| allof ſhot on both ſides. The Kings bands wereled by Poncet of Riuiere, being Earleto afule 


all archers of his ordinarie rerinue, gliſtring in gilt and very well appointed. Bur Þ<nemics 
the Earles ſhor was out of order, obedient to no man, and doingall things of jreged, ro 
their owne braine. Thus began the skirmiſhes in which the Lord Philip of La- wit,to prevent 
lain **, and James of Masa valiant gentleman , afterward maſter of the horſe tg IF Fries 
Duke Charles of Burgundie, fought on foore among thearchers. The Bnrgun- iducd foorth 
dians being the greater number, rookea houſe, and baretwo.or three doares be- {94/4 incloe 
fore them,wherewith they coucred themſelues in ſtead of Targarts,and after they thcm andthe 
wereentred the ſtreet, ſet tre on a houſe, the winde was with them, and blew the King, 4»»a!. 
flame in their enimies faces, who thereupon retired , aud afterward tooke horſe 15,05, 
and fled, withthe which hueandcry, the Earle of Charolois began to march, ſeemethro bee 
leauing the order firſt deviſed. For order was firſt giuen that the Earles battell fi* farherot 
ſhould reſt twiſe by the way , becauſe his vaward and his bartell were farre aſun- gaine. 

der **. The Kingsarmy ſtood neerero thecaſtle of Montlhery, a great hedge 1! Been 
anda ditch being between them and-vs. The fields beyondthem bare that yeere jeS"the 
wheate, beanes, and other graine, growne maruellous high ayd thicke : for the Earls bartell 
ſoilethere is very good. Allthe Earles ſhot marched on foot before him in very PY TO 
euill order, notwithſtanding that in mine opinion in a batrell the principall tis vaward 
hope of viftorie conliſterh in the ſhot, I meane if the torceof thot be great (for [odecd ue RN 
ſmall force ſeruetlito ſmall purpoſe) and eithereuill mounted (rothe end they jon! ©8 
be not vnwilling to forfake their horſes) or not mountedartall. Farther the day 

of battle, thoſe that are ignorant of the wars will doe a greater exploit, than 

thoſe that haue been long trained vp therein, this is the Engliſhmens opinion, 

who are the beft ſhot inthe world : order was firſt giuen (as you haue heard ) 

that the Earles battle ſhould reſt twiſe vpon the way , to the end the foot-men 

mought breath them, becauſe the vaward and it were far aſfunder, and the corne 

high and thicke which troubled their going, yet notwithſtanding the cleane 

contrary was done, as though men would purpoſely haue loſtall. Wherefore 

hereby, God manifeſtly declared that he is the Lord of hoſtes, and diſpoſerth of 

the victorie as ſeemeth beſt to him, and ſure for my part, I cannot be perſwaded, 

that the wiſedome of one man is ſuthcient to gouerne ſuch a number of men, nor 

that an enterpriſe can be executed inthe field, as it is deviſed in the chamber : 

and farther I verily beleene, that who ſo enableth himſelfe by his owne wit and 
capacitieto give order 11 ſo weighty a matter, misbehaueth himſelfe rowards 

God. Notwithſtanding euery man ought to doe his endeuour therein, acknow- 

ledging the wars to be one of the accompliſhments of Gods iudgments, which 
oftentimes he beginneth vpon ſmall occaſions, to the end that by giuing vitory 

now to one, and now toanother, ſome great realmes'and ſeniories may fall ro 

ruine and deſolation, and other ſome increaſe and flouriſh withlarge empireand 
dominion, tor farther proofe whereof marke this that followerh. The Earle of 

Charolois marched without any breathing giuen to his ſhot and foormen vpon 


the way, The Kings men of armes paſſed through the hedge aboue mentioned 
at 
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at two ſenerall places, and when they approched fo necretheir enemies,that th 
began to charge their ſtaues, the Burgundian men of armes brake their uk 
ſhot, and paſſed through it, not giuing them leaueto let onearrow flie, notwith- 
ſtanding that the ſhot were the principall force and onely hope of their armie, 
for of the men ofarmes(being to the number of twelue hundred) I think hardly 
fiftie knew how to chargea launce, there were not foure hundred of them armed 
with quiracies,and of their retinue not onearmed, allthe which inconueniences 
grew partly becauſe they-had reſted ſo long in peace, & partly becauſe this houſe 
of Burgundie for eaſe ot their ſubiects,entertained no ſouldiers in ordinary. But 
{ince that day, theſe Seniories of Burgundie haue continued in troubles, which 
euven atthis preſent rather increaſe than diminiſh, Thus the Burgundian men of 
armes (as you haue heard) brake themſelues the chiefe force and onely hope of 
their armie, yet notwithſtanding, ſo it pleaſed God to diſpoſe of this matter, 
that on the right {ide of the caſtle, where the Earle himſelfe ſtood no reſiſtance 
was found. All this day my ſelte never departed from the Earle, being leſle 
afraid then in any other battle that euer I was at ſince, for I was yoong and knew 
not what perill ment, but wondred how any man durſt reſitt the Prince [ ſerued, 
ſuppoling none to be comparable to him. Sucharethe cogitations of men lac- 
king experience, which cauſeth them oftentimes to maintaine fond arguments, 
grounded vpon ſmall reaſon. Wherefore it is good to follow his aduiſe thar 
faith, A man ſeldome repenteth him oftoo little ſpeech , but often oftoo much. 
On theleft hand ſtood the Lord of Rauaftin;and matter /ames of $. Paul,with di- 
uers others, who well perceiued their force too weake to encounter with the ene= 
mie that came tocharge them, but they were now ſo neere toined together, that 
it was too late to deuiſe any new order. To beeſhort, theſe were vtterly ouer- 
throwne, and purſued cuen hard to our carriage, where certaine of the footmen 
12 Pont'S. relied themſclues, but the greateſt parttooke the forreſt, being but halfe a league 
Clou, and thence. . The principall that followed the chaſe were the gentlemen of Daul- 
are phineand Sauoy, with certaine companies of men of armes, who ſuppoſed the 
yeelded by vi&torie had been theirs , and not without cauſe, for ſure the ns flight 
re Purgun=.. Was great on that ſide, yeaand of great perſonages. The moſt part fled toward 
therumorwas Pont $. Maxence, ** ſuppoſing ithad held yet for the Earle. In the forreſt alſo a 
that the _ great number ſtaied , among whom was the Earle of $. Paul well accompanied, 
of Charolois 7 he ſtood neereto theforreſt ide, and declared afterward that he held not the 


was ſlaine in 
batrell as loſt, 


the battell. 
Meyer, 

n Chap. 4. Of the danger the Earle of Charolois was in, 
and how he was reſcued. 


- —_ 
—_— >) —— 
; *%. ns 
= FER - Td - 
4 ® 


I He Earle of Charolois purſued his enemies on that ſide him- 
{ ſelfe ſtood, halfea league beyond Mont hery, and found no 
IF reſiſtance , notwithſtanding that he were bur ſlenderly ac- 
2] companied and met with maine enemies , wherefore he held 
by the viforie for his : but ſuddenly an old gentleman of Lux- 
embourg called Anthony le Breton, came to him and aduerti- 
ſed him that the French wererelied vpon the field, fo thatif 
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he followed the chaſe any further, he ſhould caſtaway himſelfe. But the Earle re- 
garded not his ſpeech, notwithſtanding that he repeated it twiſe or thriſe. Bur 
even in that inſtant arrived Monſeur de Contay, who told him the ſelfelame tale 


the olde gentleman of Luxembourg had done, and that in ſo ſtout and bold 
termes, that hee gaue credit to his wordsand experience, and preſently retyred. 
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.. rell, and partly becauſe of their vnreaſonable iourney in the morning. Soone af- 
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And Ithinke verily if he had paſſed but two bow ſhot farther; he had been takeh 
as diuers were that followed the chale before him. As he returned, hard by the 
village he met with a band of footemen flying, whom he purſued being acconi- 
anicd hardly with an hundred horſe: none of theſe tootemen made reſiſtance 
or one, who gauethe Earle ſuch a blow on the brelt with a iauelin, that the 
marke thereof appeared at night : the greateſt part of the reſt eſcaped through 
the gardens, but hethart ſtrake che Earle was ſlaine. And as we paſſed hard by 
the caſtell, we found the archers of the Kings garde before the gate , who neuer 
abandoned their place for our comming : whereatthe Earle much maruelled, 
for hethought the battell had been at an end, but he found it otherwiſe : for as 
he turned about toenter into the fielde ( part of his companie being ſcattered 
from him ) ſuddenly 15. or 16. men ofarmes gauea charge vpon him, and at the 
very firſt ſlue his caruer named Philip D'orgues bearing a guydon of his arme. 
The Earle was there in great danger and received many hurts, eſpecially one in 
the throte with a ſword (the marke whereof ſtacke by himas long as he lived ) 
by reaſon that his beauer being euill faſtened in the morning was fallen away, 
and my ſelfe ſaw whenit fell. The enemies laid hands vpon him, ſaying, My 
Lord yeeld, we know you well ynough, benot wiltully {laine : but he mantully 
defended himſelfe, And at that inſtant a Phiſitions ſonne of Paris thar ſerued the 
Earle, named John Cadet being a great lubberly fellow, mounted vpon a ſtrong 
iade like himſelfe, ran through the enemies, and brake them *, wherewith they "= = Marche 
retired to the ditch ſide, (the place they had taken in the morning ) the rather (E212. 
for that they diſcouered one of ourenlignes marching in the-midit of the field, the Earle, Ke- 
and approching neereto vs, being the baſtard ofBurgundiesenligne, all to tot- —_— 
terd and torne, to the which the Earleall embrewed in his owne blood retired, horſeman of 
leauing at his archers enſigne not aboue fortie men, with whom we being hard- Sruxels, his 
lie thirtie, joined in great teare. The Earle incontinent changed his horſe, hau- — 
inga freſh horſe brought him by Sion of Quingy then his page, and ſince a man for thara 
well knowne : and oh abour the field torelic his men, leauing vs thattaried be- —— 
hind him in ſuch feare, that by the ſpace ofan houre we were all tully-reſolued knighe and 
to flee, if but a hundred enemics had marched againſt vs : notwithſtanding our Fucarie of | 
men camt to vs by tenand twenty in a troupe, as well horſemen as footemen, but ———_—_— 
of thefootemen many were hurt, and all very wearie, partly becauſe of the bat- tor GH 
cen 
ter returned the Earle himſelfe, hardly accompanied with an hundred men, but nds 


by litleand lictle our numberincreaſed. The corne which bur halſe an boure gf G:f*77 De 
before had been ſo high, was now troden flat downe, by meanes whereof, aroſe ;;aine tathe 
aterribleduft, all the fields lay ſtrawed with dead bodies of men and horſes, but hands of 6444 
becauſe ofthe duſt none could be knowne. | ow GR 
Immediately after this, we diſcouered the Earle of $. Paule iſſuing out of the 
forreſt accompanied with fortie men of armes, and his guydon marched ſtraigth 
towards vs, and continually increaſed in number,bur becauſe he was far from vs, 
weſent twiſe orthriſe to him deſiring him to make haſt , which notwithſtanding 
hedid not,neither altred his pace, but cauſed his men to take vp the launces thar 
lay vpon the ground, & camein very good order, which ſight much comforted 
vs. With hima great number relied themſclues & in the end came & joined with 
vs, ſo that we were then to the number of eight hundred men ofarmes, but foot- 
men few or none, which was the only let the Earle obtained not perfe& viRorie; 
for there wasa great ditch and a thicke hedge between his battell and the Kings: 
Ofthe Kings part fled the Earle of Maine with diners others, tothe number 
C 


»_*4 


T7_M___—_W” re 


— 


+ 
—_ —— — — wo -_ Me Hi - mm _ 
_ — NED m_——_— — -  ——_ ——m———_.—_—_ ogg 


Rr ———  —  — — — 


'Y THE FIRST BOOKE OF 


ofcight hundred men of armes. Some haue beld opinion that the aid Earle of 
Maine had intelligence with the Burgundians, but tor mine owne part I belecue 
it not, Neuer was inany battellſo great flight on both ſides, but the two Prin- 
ces kept the field : ofthe Kings partthere was a man of honor that fled as far as 
Luzigoao without taie, and ofthe Earles part a noble perſonage to 2ue /noy le 

Comte, theſe two had no great delire to bite one another 3. 
*Forthe tro While the two armies ſtood thus in order of battell,the one in face of the other, 
_ the artilleric ſhot terriÞly, witich ſlue men on both ſides , but neither partie deli- 
boue three redanew field. Notwithſtanding our band was greater then the Kings , but his 
— preſence andthe curteous language he vicd to his ſoldiers, was a great ſtay to his 
inde, People, lofar foorth, that Iam throughly perſwaded both by mine owne know- 
falee and that I haue ſince heard, that had it notbeen for him alone they had all 
fled. Some ofour company deſired a new battell, eſpecially the Lord of Hault- 
bourdin, alleadging that he diſcouered a troupe ofenemies flying, and vndoub- 
tedly ifwe could haue recouered but a hundred archers to haue ſhot through 


the bedge aboue mentioned, all had been ours. 
While this matter was in communication, and both thearmies ſtanding thus 


in orderof battell without fight, the night approched, and the King retired to . 


Corbeil, but we thought he hadencamped in the field, becauſe fire falling by 
chaunce intoa barrell of powder, and certaine carts laden with munition in the 
place where the King had ſtoode, tooke in the end the great hedge aboue menti- 
oned, which we ſuppoſed to haue been the Frenchmens fiers there encamped, 
whereupon the Earle of $. Paul and the Lord of Haultbourdin, who ſeemed to 
be the men of greateſt experience in our army , commanded our cariage to bee 
brought to the place where we were, and our my to bee incloſed therewith, 
and ſo it was. Andas we ſtood there relied together in order of battell, diuers 
Frenchmen returning from the chaſe, and ſuppoſing the viorie to be theirs,and 
our campethe Kings, paſſed through the midſt of vs, ſome of them eſcaped, bur 
the moſt were (laine. The men of name that died on the Kings part were thee, 
maſter Geffery of S. Belin, the high Seneſchall of Normandy, and captaine Flo- 
wet, and ofthe Burgundians,maſter Philip of Lalaine : of footemen and common 
ldiers weloſt morethan the King, but ofhorſemen the King more than we : of 
priſoners the French tooke the beſt of thoſe that fled. There were flaine of both 
) There were {ides two thouſand at the leaſt 3. The bartaile was well fought, and there were 
ſaine atthe of bothparties that did their endeuor, ſomein fighting, and ſome in flying , but 
_— fure in mine opinion it was a worthy feate ofarmes to relie themſelues together 
—_—_ vpon the field, and to ſtand three or foure howres in order of battell, the one in 
Burgond, Mey face of the other, and vndoubredly both the Princes had good cauſe to make ac- 
RE SG count of their ſubie&s that ſtood ſo well by them at their need. But they did 
herein like men not like angels, for ſome loſt their offices for flying , which were 
beſtowed vpon others that fled ten leagues beyond them : one of our part loſt 
his credit, and was commanded out of his maſters preſence, but within one 

month he was in greater fauor than before. | 
; When we were incloſed with our cariage, every man lodged himſeife as com- 
modioufly as he couJd, a great number of vs were hurt, andthe whole armie al- 
moſt diſcouraged, fearing thatthe Pariſians with two hundred men of armes 
that were within the citie, and the Marſhall 7#achin the Kings lieutenant there, 
would iſſue foorth and affaile vs on the other {tde. After it was darke night 
fiftielaunces were commanded to goe foorth to vnderſtand where the King 


lodged, but hardly twenty ofthem went, notwithſtanding that our campe were 
not 
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PHILIP DE COMMINES, 15 
not aboue three bowe ſhot from the place where we ſuppoſed the-King had en- 
camped. In the meane timg the Earle of Charolois ate and dranke a little; as did 
all the reſt of the company , each man in his owne lodging , and the wound in his 
necke was dreſſed : but we were forced ro remooue out of the place where here- 
freſhcd bimſelfe , three or fower dead bodies to make him roome,and to bring two 
bottles of ſtraw, vpon the which he fat downe, And-as they remooued theſe dead 
bodies, one of the poore naked ſoules began to call for drinke, into whoſe mouth 
waspowred aliztle of the tyſanthe Earle had drunke of, wherewith his ſpirits reui- 
ucd, and then he was knowne to be one Sawaric an archer ofthe Eatles gard-a va- 
liant fellow, who was 'drefled and healed. _ 

The Earle debated with his Councell what was to be done, the firſt that ſpake 
wasthe Earle of Saint Paule, who ſaid we were in great danger , and gaue aduiſe 
by breake of day to retire homeward, to burne part ofour cariage, to ſaue onely 
the artillery, and to giue order that none ſhould lead backe any cariage, burſuch 
as had aboucten launces vnder their charge , adding that it was impefible to 
lie there without vituals betweene Paris and the King. After him fpake Moun- 
ſcurde Haultbourdin almoſtto the ſame efteft, ſaue thathe aduiſed vs roſtay ill 
wevnderſtoode what newes our {coutes that were abroad would bring vs, tothe 
which purpoſe ſpake alſo three or foure others. Butthe laſt chat ſpake was Moun- 
ſeur de Contay, who ſaid that ſo ſoone as the army ſhould vnderſtand of this reſo- 
lution they would all flic, and by that meanes be taken and ſpoyled before they 
had gone twenty leagues: which his opinion he confirmed by diuers very good 
reaſons. Wherefore he gaue aduiſe that euery man ſhould lodge himſelfe as com- 
modiouſly as he could that nigitt, and the next morning by breake of day begin a 
new field with determination cithertoliue or die vpon the place, which hee ſaid 
to bee a ſafer courſe than to flie. The Earle of Charolois followed the ſaid Cor- 
zaies aduiſc, and gaue cuery man-commandementto take his reſt for two howers, . 
and attheſound of the trumpet to be in a readines : farther hee willed diuers by 
name to ſend tocomtfort his ſoldiers. 

About midnight our ſcoures that were abroad returned, and it well appeared 
they hadnot beenefar : for they brought word that the King lodged art the fires 
aboue mentioned. Incontinent others were ſent foorth, and within an houre after 
euery man put himſelfe in arcadinesto fight, but the moſt part had rather haue 
fed. About breake of day our ſcoures laſt ſent foorth mer one of our Carters 
whom the enemics had taken priſoner that morning as he brought a por of wine 
from MontThery. This Carter told them that the French were all fled , whereof 
they ſent word incontinent to the campe, and went themſelues to the place, and 
found the Carters report true, whereupon they returned with this newes to the 
great comfort of the whole armie, and then a number cryed to purſue them, that 
made but ſmall haſt after them, not an hower before. My ſelfe had an old horſe 
halfe tired, who by chaunce thruſt his head into a paile of wine anddrunkeir off, 
which made him luftier and freſher thatday than euer before. 

When it was broad day euery man mounted on horſebacke , and the ſquadrons 
made a goodly (hew inthe field, notwithſtanding all our companies were not yet 
come together, bur anumberreturned at that preſent which had lien hidden in 
the woods all night. The Earle of Charolois ſuborned a Frier Franciſcan , who 
brought worde tothe campe that he came from the Briraines , who would bee 
theretheſelfeſame day, which newes comforted not alittle the whole armie , bur 
all men belecucd it nor. 


Immediately after , towit, about renofthe clocke in the morning , aniues 
' a _ 
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16 THE FIRST BOOKE OF 


the Vicechauncellor of Britaine , called Rounille , and Maderey aboue mentioned 
with him,accompanied wich two archers ofthe D. of Britaines garde in their liue- 
ric coates, which comforted maruellouſly the whole armic , and the ſaid Vice- 
chauncellor was asked where he had beene, and was commended tor his depar- 
eure { conſidering the great murmnring that was riſen againſt him ) but much 
more for his rerurne, & euery man welcommed them &made them good cheerc. 

Allthis day the Earle of Charolois kept ſtill the field , reioycing greatly , and 
wholy attributing the honor of the vitorie to himſclfe alone, which glory coſt 
him {try for after this heneuer followed any mans aduice but his owne, and 
whereas before he had hated the wars,and loued nothing that appertained there- 
unto: his thoughts were after this ſo cleane altered that he continued in the wars 
till his death, in them ended his life, and by them deſolated his houſe , at the leaſt 
brought it maruellouſly vnderfoote, though not altogether deſtroyedir. Three 
noble and wiſe Princes his predeceſſors had ſo highly aduanced it, tizat few Kings 
exceptthe K. of Fraunce were mightierthen he, and in rich and ſtrong rownes 
none paſſed him : but no man,eſpecially no Prince ought to attribute roo much to 
himſelfe, but to acknowledge allproſperitic and good ſucceſle to proceede from 
God. Sure theſe two thingsI dare boldly ſay in his commendation , firſt that I 
thinke neuer man endured more trauell than he in all points of bodily labour and 
exerciſe, andſecondarily thatinmine opinion, neuer knew hardier gentleman : 
for Ineuer heard him complaine of wearineſle, Incuer ſaw him ſhew any coun- 
renance of feare, yet was I with him ſeuen yeeres rogether inthe wars: cueric 
ſommer withour faile, and ſometime both winter and ſommer his attempts and 
enterpriſes were ſo high and difficult, that onely God by his abſolute power could 
haue atchiued chem, for they paſſed far mans reach. 


Chap. 5 How the Duke of Berry the Kings brother, and the 
Duke of Britaine ioyned with the Earle of 
Charoloss againſt the King. 


# Henextday being the third after the battell, weremooued 
y ourcampe and lodged at Mont hery , out of the whichthe 
aa people fled, part into the Church ſteeple, and part into the 
Caſtcll, but the Earle cauſed them toreturne to their houſes, 
neither loſt they the value of one pennie , for cuery man paid 
his ſhot as truly as if he had been in Flaunders. The caftell 
= held forthe King, and was not aſſaujted by vs. The third day 
being paſſed, the Earle of Charolois by the Lord of Contais aduiſe departed ro 
Eſtampes (a good and commodious lodging, and in a fruitfull ſoile ) meaning to 
preuent the Britaines, who came that way, and before their arriuall to lodge his 
menthat were ſicke and hurt in the towne, and thereſt abroad in the fields. This 
good lodging and the Earles long abode there ſaued many a mans life. Ar 
theſaid rowne of Eſtampes arriued the Lord Charles of Fraunce then Duke of Ber- 
ry, and the Kings only brother, accompanied with the Duke of Bricaine, rhe Earle 
of Dunois, Teal of Dampmartin, the Lord of Loheac, the Lord of Bucil, the 
Lord of Chaumount, and maſter Charles of Amboiſe his ſonne ( who ſince hath 
carried great credite in thisRealme) all the which the King at his firſt comming to 
the crowne had diſplaced and put out of office, notwithſtanding the great ſerui- 
ces they had done the King his father and the realme,both in the conqueſt of Nor- 
mandy and in diuers other wars The Earle of Charolois & all the noble men that 
were 
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PHILIP DE COMMINES: 17 


were with him went foorth to reccine them, and lodged their perſons inthe 
rowne, where their lodgings were already made, but their forces lay abroad in the 
fields. They had with them cight hundred men of armes very well appointed , a 
eatnumber of which were Britons, who lately had forſaken the Kings pay, and 
theſe made a gallant ſhew in their campe : of archers and other ſoldiers armed 
with good Brigandines they had greatforce, ſo that I ſuppoſerhey were fix thou- 
fand men on horſebacke, all in very good order, and ſure this armic ſhewed 
the Duke of Britaine to bee a great Prince, for they were allpaid our of his 
coffers *. | 
The King being retired to Corbeil ( as you have heard) was not idle, neither *The Ki. 
forgat what he had todo,but went ſtraight into Normandy partly toleuy men, & Mheronmie | 
partlie becauſe he feared rebellion in the Countrey , but a great part of his forces men Anal. 
hee lefr about Paris in thoſe places that had moſtneed of detence. _ _—— 
Thefirſt eucning that all theſe Princes met at Eſtampes, they told newes each ,,c..;onew 
to other, the Britons had takenpriſoners certaine ofthe Kings part that fled, and if were almoun- 
they had been but alictle neerer theplace ofthe barrell , they had either raken or j*427 M2 
diſcomfited the third part ofhis army. They had firſt giuen order to ſend foorth wicthemen 
certaine bands before them , to vnderſtand how neerc the Kings armie and the c—_ S 
Earles were together , but they altered their mindes. Notwithſtanding Maſter ;jic © 6xe 
Charles of Amboiſe and certaine with him ſcoured the countrey before their ar- thouſand. 
mie, to ſee if they could meete any of their enemies , and certaine priſoners as 
you hauc heard they tooke,and part alſo of the Kings artillery. Theſe priſoners re- 
rted vnto them, that vndoubredly the King was ſlaine ( tor fo they ſuppoſed 
hoe auſe they fled at the very beginning of the battell, ( which newes the abouc- 
named maſter Charles of Amboiſe and they that were with him brought to the 
Briraines campe, who reioyced maruelloully therear, ſuppoſing it had been rue, 
and hoping for great rewards if the Lord Charles were King, Further they deba+ 
eedincouncell( as a man ofcredite there preſent, afterward aduertiſed me) how 
they mightrid the countrey ofthe Burgundians, and ſend them home in the di- 
els name, and were in maner all agreed to cur their throtes if they could, but 
thistheir ioy ſoone cnded, whereby you may perceiue what ſodaine alterations 
are inarealmecinſuchtroubles. 
Bucto rerurne tothe campe lying at Etampes, when euery man had ſupped and 
2 great number being walking inthe ſtreeres: The Lord Charles of Fraunce, and 
eheEarle of Charolois withdrew themſcluesto a window,where they entred into 
very carneſt communication. Now you ſhall vaderſtand that there was among 
the Britaines one that tooke greatpleaſure inthrowing ſquibs intothe aire, which 
when they fallrothe ground runne flaming among men, his name was Maſter 
John Boutefeu , or Maſter John de Serpens, I wor not well whether. This merry 
companion being ſecretly hidden in a houſe, threw two or three ſquibs into 
the aire from a highplace where he ſtoode, one of the which by chance ſtrake a- 
gainſt the barre of the windowe where theſe two Princes communed together, 
wherewithall both of them ftarred ſodainely vp, being aſtoniſhed at this acci- 
dent, and each bcholding other , ſuſpeRing this to be purpoſely done tohure 
them : then came the Lord of Contay ts his maſter the Earle of Charolois, and 
afrcr hehad told him aword or twoin his care, went downe, and cauſed all the 
men of armesofthe Earles houſe, and all the archers of his garde, and a number 


_ of other to arme themſelues. Incontinent alſo the Earle of Chorolois mooued 


theDuke of Berry to command the archers ofhis garde to docthelike, wherupon 


immediately two or three hundred men of armes, ſtood on foote in ma 
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18 THE FIRST BOOKE OF 


fore the gate, with a great number of archers, the which ſought round about 

from whence this fire might come: in the end the poore fellow that had done 

the deede fell downe vpon his knees betorethem contefling the fat, and threw 

| three or fower other {quibsinto the aire, whereby he put diuers out of ſuſpicion 
each of orher, thus the marrer turned to a teſt, and euery man vnarmed himſelfe 
and wentro bed. The nextday in the morning they ſatin councell to debate 
what wasto be done, allthe Princes with their principall ſeruants being there 
preſent, and as they were of diuers parts and not obedient to one head : fo were 
they alſo of diuers opinions as in ſuch aſſemblies it cannot bee otherwiſe choſen. 
Buramong thereſt ottheirtalke, certaine words that paſſed the Duke of Berry 
{ who was yoong and vnacquainted with ſuch exploits) were eſpecially marked: 
for he ſeemed already to be weary of this enterprile, alleadging the great number 
ofthe Earle of Charolois men that he had ſeene in the towne hurt and maimed, 
of whotnto thew thar he had pitic and compafhon hee brake foorth into this 
=_ and faid, that he had rather the matter had neuer been begun, than that 
o much miſchiefe ſhould ariſe by his occalipn and for his cauſe; which wordes 
diſpleafed grealy the Earle of Charolois and his men as hereatter you ſhall heare: 
Notwithſtanding they concluded in this aſſembly to go before Paris, to prooue 
whether the towne would enter into league with them for the benefit ofthe 
common wealth ( which they allpretended to be the onely cauſe of their aſſem- 
bly) being tully perſwaded that all rhe rownes in the realme would follow the 
examplethereof. The words aboue mentioned vttered by the D. of Berry in this 
aſſembly, put the Earle of Charolois and his men into ſuch a dump , that they 
faid rhus one to another, heard you this man ſpeake : he is diſcouraged tor ſeuen 
or eight hundred hurt perſons that he ſceth in the towne, who are none of his 
but meere ſtrangers to him, he would be otherwiſe troubled than if the matter 
houteof - ſhould touch himſelfe in any point, and eaſily be won to agree with his brother 
this ſort, Job» Ad leave vs in the mire, and becauſe of the long wars that haue beene in times 
9 une 2: paſt berween King Charles his father and the D. of Burgundie my father , both 
had jſlue by The parties would ſoon conſent and turnetheir forces againſt vs, wherefore it is 
Zlwxbe his poo0d teprouide vs of friends in time. And vpon this ſuſpicion only, William of 
—_ 1 Cluny Prenotarie, who died Biſhop of Poiftiers was ſent into England to King 
heire to Henry Edward the 4. then raigning, to whom the Earle of Charolois had euer before 
= — been mortall enemie, ſupporting the houſe of Lancaſter again him, of the 
Philippe whica Which he was iſſued by his mother *. And the ſaid Clunies inftruftions wereto 
married with treat with King Edward of a marriage between the Kings liſter called Margaret, & 
— * the Earle of Charolois, not to conclude the matter, but only ro put the King in 
thereof: for the Earle knowing how greatly the King deſired this marri- 


- Clavrles D. of 
Burgundie 
was of the 


ard of Fir. h 
rande, by age, ſuppoſed by this meanesto win him to take his part if he needed his helpe, 


whom ſhe 


hadifſue 1/abe! At the leaſt to ſtaic him from attempting ought againſt him. And notwithſtan- 
married to ding thathe ment nothing leſſe then the accompliſhment thereof, becauſe as fer- 
7pD.ot ently as he loued the houſeof Lancaſter , as extreamly hated hee the houſe of 


Burgundie, . : 
by whom ſhe Yorke :'yet was the matter ſo labored, that certaine yeeres after, the mariage was 


= pg accompliſhed 3, and the Earle receiued alſo the order ofthe Garter, and ware it 


? M45aree till his dying day. Many a ſuch deed is often done vpon ſuſpicion onley, eſpeci- 
King Eimerd/ally among great Princes, who are much more ſuſpicious than other men , be- 
ine" pre®cauſe of the doubts and reports that are daily brought vnto them oftentimes by 


in rhe Love 
countnes. 25, Hatterers vpon no occaſion, 


Tanij Ann. 
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Chap. 6. How the Earle of Charelois and his confederates with their whole army , paſ 
ſed theriner of Semme ypon a bridge made of boates ; How 1ohn D. of Cala- 
bria ioined with them : and how they all encamped before Paris. 


L1 theſe Princes according totheir determination departed from 

/ Eltampes,hauing forourned there certainedates,and marched to : Tris requiſite 

| $. Maturin of Larchant, and Moretin Calſtinois, in the which _ I fl.ould 

\7 : FF drh de cre (et down 
ap! two little rownes the Lord Charles of Fraunce,and the Britaines the particular 

WQ lodged, bur the Earle of Charolois encamped in a great medoy quarrel thar 


vpon the riuer of Seine, and made proclamation that every man © ,99* of 


K . f , Gn thele Princes 
ſhould bring a hooke with him to faſten his horſe therewith, he caried alſo with had to the 


x 1 : ye. _ King, (ome 
him ſeauen or eight (mal! boates in carres, and great ſtore of pipeboorde, mea __ 


ning therewith ro make a bridge ouer the river of Seine, becauſe theſe Princes by our author, 
had no paſſage there. The Earle of Dunois accompanied him riding in a litter, 914 others m 


D - ——_—— 
for becauſe of the goute he could nor fit on horſebacke, notwithſtanding his en< Thom urn. 


ſigne was borne with him. When they came to the river they launched foorth nes quarrell 
the boates they brought with them , and tooke an [land in the midſt of the _ —_— 
ſtreame , where certaine of our archers landed and skirmiſhed with a company The Ealleof 
of hoxſemen that defended the paſſage on the other tide vnder the leading of Ctroloys 


* - , d - 4 4 i 
the Marthall Joachin and Safezard. The place was much to the diſaduantage of pum oe 


the French, becauſe it was high and in a goodly vine country, belides that the the territories 
Burgundians had great ſtore of artillerie vnder the charge of a notable gunner La —_ 
named Maſter Giral4, whom they tooke priſoner at the battell of Montlhery, TheD.ofci- 


being then inthe Kings ſeruice. To beeſhort, the aboue mentioned horſemen ul 
were forced to abandon the paſſageand retire to Paris. The ſelfe ſame night the ,,q \frarde, 


bridge was made from that l1de ot the river where we lay to the Iland, where in- becauſe the 
continent the Earle of Charolois cauſed his pauillion to be pitched, and lodged oy 
thereall night with fifty men of armes of his houſe : by day breake a great num- to him by do. 
ber of Coopers were ſet on worke to make caſque ofthe pipe boord we brought n— of 


with vs, who ſo beſtirred themſelues, that before noonethe bridge was made chingy — 


from the 1land to the other ſide of the river. Incontinent paſſed the Earle of beforedeman- 


Charolois, and cauſed his tents whereof he was well furniſhed , to be pitched: rd 


ouer the ſame bridge paſſed alſo his whole army and arrillerie, and lodged vpon The fr#, thar 
the (ide of a hill hanging towards the riuer, by meanes whereot his campe made Þ< ould no 


> more write in 
a goodly ſhew to thoſe that cameatter. his Bile hs 


It was that whole daics worke to conuey ouer the Earles owne forces, but the gratia Briran- 


: "BE . - nie Dux: 
next morning by day breake paſſed alſo the D. of Berre and Britaine with their {.* re” ag 


whole army, commending this bridgeto be very commodioutly and ſpeedily he ould pay 


L ' . tothe King a 
made;they marched when they were paſſed,a litle beyond the Earle, and encam —— —_— 


ped alſo vpon the hill. When it was darke night we diſcovered a great number of The thirg, 


firesas far from vsas we could well diſcern, which diuers ſuppoſed:to be the K"ss —— 

— ' . . wall li- 
forces, but before midnight we were aduertiſed that it was /obn D. of * Calabria can in Bas. 
eaine ſhould be left tothe Kings diſpoſing. For theſe cauſes the D. of Britaine ioyned with the Princes: The D of Calabria had 
cauſe of offence, becauſe being entred into Italy to recover the Realme of —_— , and the King having promiſed him aide; 
afterthe ſaid D. of Calabria was overthrowne at Troia in Apulia : the King refulcd to ſend him the aide promiſed, fo that hee 
was forced vrterly to abandon his enterpriſe. The D. of Bourbon had maried the Kings ſiſter , and could nor get her mariage 
money : The Duke of Nemours, Farles of Dunois, Dalebrer, and the reſt of the noble men and gentlemen were a ainſt the 
King, ſome becauſe they were put out of penſion and office,many becauſethe King ſoughe ro depriue them of the royalties they 
had in their ſeniories touching Hunting and Hawking , and ſought to dravy all ro himſelfe, but all in generall were offended 
becauſe hee contemned his nobilitie, and entertained none but men of baſe eſtate about him. Thus much T haveſer downe 
becauſe it might otherwiſe ſeeme ſtrange, that all theſe Princes ſhould thus conſpire againſt the King for zeale of the common 
wealth, if other particular griefes had not gnore mooued them than the miſgouernment of the eſtate, | 
onely 
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onely ſonne to King Rene of Sicilie * with nine hundred men of armes of the 
Duchie and Countie of Burgundie, The ſaid Duke had with him few foormen, 
2 Totheend þ, 14,25 wellaccompanicd with horſemen, and thoſe in ſo good order, that for 


he Reader ; : 
Ende it not Their number I neuer ſaw a goodlier company nor a more warlike: for he had 


ſtrange that yyith him ſixſcore men of armes barded, all Italians or trained vp in the Italian 
«wy wars, among whom were James Galior, the Earle of Campobache, the L. of Bau- 
of Sicily, fth dricourt now gouernor of Burgundie, and diuers others : his men of armes 
the how: - were very expert ſoldjers,and to lay the truth, the flower of our army, Imeane 


Arracon po hs 8 
cle the aid number for number. With him were alſo fower hundred crofſebow men that 


IRE the Palſgraue had lent him, all very well mounted and very good ſoldiers. Be- 


be vnderſtood ſides whom he had alſo in pay fiue hundred Switzers footmen which were the 
that therace firſt that euer came into this realme and thele ſo valiantly behaued them(elues in 


of the Nor- , 
mics Gabe all places where they came, that they purchaſed great renowme to their whole 


2bout the nation, which their countrymen that haue ſcrued here-fince, haue well maintai- 
yeere 1960. req, This company the next morning approched neereto vs, and paſſed that 
ſubdued Sici- - : 

Iy, Calabria day ouer our bridge, whicha man may boldly lay conuaied ouer all the power 


and Apulia: of Fraynce fauec onely the Kings armic. And l afſure you the force was ſo great 


= _— of valiant men well appointed, and in very good order,that I with all the friends 


zooke ypow and welwillers of the realme had ſeeneit, and likewiſe rheenemies : for by that 


7 ce ws meanes the former would haue eſteemed ofthe realmeas it deſerued, and the lat- 
Sicily,Jbeing Fer euerafter the more haue feared ir. The Burgundians that accompanied the 


extintinke> D, of Calabria were led by the L. of Neut-chaſtell Marſhall of Burgundie, who 
| har Sicdy had with him his brother the L. of Montague, the Marqueſſe of Rotelin , anda 
of that race great number of knights and eſquires : ſome of the which had been in Bourbon- 
about the  n0js,as I haue made mention inthe beginning of this hiſtorie 3, but they all A 


ety - ned for their more fafetic with the Duke of Calabria, who ſhewed himſelfe to 


the iſſue of as noblea Prince , and as good a ſouldier as any in the company, whereupon 
the Emper®* great loue and amitie grew between himand the Earle of Charolois. 


Fridericus Bav- 


barrſſs by the Afterthis whole force ( being as I _—_ tothe number of an hundred thou- 
mariage of {nd horſe good and bad) was paſſed the river, the Princes determined to ſhew 


Conflantia 


daughterto themſclues before Paris,wherfore they putall their vawards together. The Bur- 
Reger = - gundians vaward was led by the Earle of $. Paule, andthe vaward of the Dukes 
N92 Ot Zicl _. . . 
_— "> of Berry and Britaine, by Oudet of Rie +afterward Earle of Comminges,and the 
Roger the lalt King of SiciIl of this race, with Henry the ſaid Berbaroſſa ſonne, in which raceitcontinued , till Manf1dus 
baſtard ſonne to -Fridericus the Emperor , ſonne to the abouc named Henry obteined the crowne of Sicill and Naples by 
diſpoſſeſiing Conradinus his nephew the true heire thereof. Againſt this Manfridus Pope Yrbanws the fourth, called into Tta- 
lie Charles of Anion brother to S. Lewss King of Fraunce who flew Manſi{us in battell, and afterward executed alſo 
Conradinusthe true heire of the Crowne , being taken in battell, comming with an army to at, the ſaid Realmes of 
Naples and Sicill as his true inheritance : and thus obteined this Charles of Aniou the Crowne both of Naples and Si. 
cilie, rill not long after by the comming of Peter King of Arragon , who had married Conſtantia danghrer and heire ro 
Manfridus : The Sicilians aroſe ſuddenly againſt the French , flew them all in one enening, and yeelded the Realme of Si- 
cilie to the ſaid Peter , whoſe poſteritie cuer {ithens euen nill this day haue continued in poſſeſſion thereof, Nortwinhſtan© 
ding the poſteritie of Charles of Aniou held ſtill the Realme of Naples with the title of the Realme of Sicily , rill the time 
tharthe later Jane Queene of Naples , to fortific her ſelfe aginſt Pope Yrbanws Sextus adopted Alforſe of Arragon , ſonne to 
Ferrande King of Arragon , which Ferrandes mother named Flenor was daughterto King Peter - but after the ſaid 1ane for 
diſpleaſure conceived againſt the ſaid Alfonſe adopted ſecondarily Lewis Duke of Aniou , brother toCherle: the fift King of 
Fraunce, deſcended of the race of the firſt Charles King of Sicill, again{t whom ar:d his ſonne Lewis, Alfenſe long warred , and 
in the end after Queene Ienes death chaſed them both our of Iralie , and leftthe Realmes of Arragon and Sicill , to 1ohn his 
brother : but the Realme of Naples to Ferrendehis baſe ſonne', with whom Rene here mentioned (brother to Lewis the 2. of 
that name Duke of Aniou and King of Sicily, and by him with Janes conſent adopted) wy bur preuailed not : ſo thar 
Rene had onely the title of Sicily and Naples by 7 adoption aforeſaid , but no poſſeſhonthereof : for Sicily the Kings of 


Arragon held cuer ſince the conqueſt of Peter , and the Realme of Naples Ferrande the baſtard held of his fathers gift, 
from whoſe poſteritic hove in the end after many alterations it fell to the houſe of Arragon that norv poleſſeth it, (hall 
bee ſerdowne at large in the warres of Naples made by King Charles the 8.vho had the houſe of Anious ticle , whereof our 
author treateth in the 7. and 8. booke of this hiftoric, 3 This force led by the Marſhall of Burgundie was 4000. men, 
Meyer, 4 —_—_—— is hee that acquainted the Duke of Berry with this confederacie , and conyeighed him into Britaine, 
Meyer, La M arc . | 
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Marſhall Zoheac as I remember, and in this order marched they, but all thePrin- 
ces remained in the batteil. The Earle of Charolots and the Duke of Calabria 
were very diligent in commanding and giuing good order in thearmy,and rode . 
very well armed, and [hewed that they ment to do their dutie, butthe Dukes of 
Berry and Britaine were mounted vpon ſmall ambling nags, and armed with 
ſleight brigandines, light and thin, yea and ſome ſaid they were not plated, 
but (tudded onely with a tew gilt nailes vpon the ſattin for the lefle waight, but I 
will notaffirme ir tor a truth. Thus marched this army to Pont de Charenton 
two little leagues from Paris,which was taken incontinent, notwithſtanding the 
reliſtance of certaine franke archers 5 that were within it : ouer the (aid bridge of 5 Franck ar. 
Charenton paſſed the whole force. The Earie of Charolois lodged in his owne _—— 
houſe called Conflans ſituate vpon the riuer not far from thence, and incloſed a Charles = 7. 
great peece of ground with his cariage and artillerie, and lodged his campe '**b* yeere 
within it, and with him lay the Duke of Calabria : but the Dukes of Berry and 2049 0008 
Britain,with part of their torces lodgedat S. Mor-des-foſles,and the reſt they ſent fotmen,ap. 
ro S.Denis being alſo two leagues from Paris,inthe which places this whole com- P01nie9 mbar 
pany lay eleuen weekes, during the which ſpace theſe things hapned that now I ſcore houſes 
will rehearſe. in his realme 
The nextday inthe morning began the skirmiſhes hard at Paris gates ; within — 
the towne was the Lord of Nantoillet, L. great Maſter of Fraunce (who did the time of warre 
King good ſeruice there as before I haue ſaid) and the Marlhall 7oachin. The v9 pay 
poore people ofthe towne were in greatfeare, but of the better ſort ſome wilhed and were ex- 
the Burgundians and the other Princes within the towne, becauſe this enterpriſe **p* from all 
ſeemed vnto them good & prolitable tor the realme : others there were borne in — i 
the ſaid Princes dominions, wherefore they furthered their affaires, hoping by «be which 
their meanes to obtaine ſome good offices inthe towne, which are more hunted _ = _ 
after there than in any other place, and no maruell: tor thoſe thatare in office french 
make of their offices what they can, not what they ought, which is the cauſe that '5free,bur * 
ſome offices in the towne of no feeat allareſold for eight hundred crownes, and tye*, 2 
other ſome of very ſmall fee, for more than the fee will amount to in fifteene 1480 called 
ecres. Seldomeis any man put out of office : for the Court of Parlamental- _— — 
oweth theſe ſales of offices as lawfull, the reaſon whereof is becauſeit is a gene- waged Swit. 
rallcaſe. Among the Councellors are alwaies a number both of vertuous and 775 inthe 
woorthy perſonages, and alſo of lewd and euill conditioned perſons,asarein all *** 


other cltates. 


Chap. 7. CA diſcomſeof ambitions hunting after offices and eſtates, 
by the example of the Enzliſh men. 


thetime of King Charles the (ixt,vnder whom the wars began rv 


Burg. (o that 
| : ; ; the treaty be- 
that art the time of the ſaid treatie (which continued * the ganin the be- 


eths) the Duke of Bedford brother to Henry the fift King of ginning of - 
ngland, being maried to Duke Phil of Burgundies ſiſter, was regent in France 4,%-gli 


for the Engliſh men, whoſe monethly entertainment in that orice amounted men departed 
diſcontented 


the 8. of September, Annal, Burg»nd. and the treatie endedthe 21, of September, but Dela Marche faiththe 10-0f December, 
Meyer 11. Calen, Oftob, which agreeth with Annal. Burgund. 


ro 


22 THE FIRS-I BOOKE OF 


to 22000. crownes at the leaſt. Ar theſaid treatie were preſent for the King of 
» Atthetreary Fraunce, foure or five Dukes or Earles, hue or {1x Prelates, and tenor twelue 
was pgeſent Councellors of the Parliament. For Duke Philip likewiſe diuers noble men * in 
5p 11:9 much great number: for the Pope two Cardinals as mediators, and for the En- 


Burgundic 


humicle. L« glifh men diuers noble perſonages. Duke Philip greatly deſired to acquite him- 
Marv HOY: felke honorably towards the Engliſh men before he would abandon them , be- 


. Our Chro- ; > f 
ncles repore Cauſe ofthe ancient league that had been between them : wherefore the Duchies 


_ w' _ of Normandie and Guienne were offered tothe King of England, with condi- 
1 4 2 . 
duc others £10N that he [hould doe homage for them to the crowne of Fraunce,as his prede- 


diwcrs othcrs 


flaine in the cefſors had done, and reſtoreall the places he held in the Realme out of the ſaid 


bare,and Duchies: which condition the Englith men becauſe ofthe homage, refuſed, bur 
Salibury fa- TO their great loſle, tor being abandoned of this houſe of Burgundie, their good 


_ —_ ſucceſle altered, and all their intelligences within the Realme failed , whereby 
hg .; their power daily ſo diminiſhed, that in ſhort ſpace they loſt Paris, and by little 


vvick vvho vas 


raken priſoner and little all that they held in this Realme. After their returneinro England, 


ROY none of them would diminiſh his eſtate, but the offices within the Realme ſufh- 


ded, andcheir ced not for maintenance of them all, whereupon long ciuill wars aroſe among 
weads fent© them, in the which King Henrythe (1xt, who had been crowned King of England 
fon: bartre. and Fraunceat Paris, was proclaimed traitor, and impriſoned in the tower of 
member not London,where he remained the greateſt part of his lite, and in the end was there 
that the Earle | urthered. The Duke of Yorke father ro King E {wardthat laſt died, intituled 


of Warwicke ,.. | | . e : > 
was beheaded himſelfe right heire tothe crowne, and ſooneatter was (laine in batrell , and had 


_ ne 93s his head ſmirren off, as hadalſo the father of the Earle of Warwicke 3 thar laſt 
ing, anc . . . . . ; G 
= diced, whole credit was ſo great in England, and all the reſt that were ſlaine in 


am out of 


doubt tha: the thoſe wars. The ſaid Earle of Warwicke led the Earle of Marche atterward na- 


vnokitel ©2= med Edward the fourth, by ſeato Calis with a ſmall companiceſcaped out of bat- 


here omizzeda tell 4, for the Earle of Warwicke tooke part with the houſe of Yorke, as the 
pr rvo, Duke of Sommerſet did with the houſe of Lancaſter. To be ſhort, theſe wars 
muſtreadin endured ſo long, thatallthey of the houſes of Warwicke and Sommerlet were 


mult rcad in 


place of L®»y either {laine or beheaded in them. King Edwardcauled afterward his own bro- 


—_ ” ther the Duke of Clarence to be drowned ina Butt of malmeſey , charging him 
le pere ds Comte that he meant to make himſelfe King : but after King Edwards death , hisother 


ON brother the Duke of Gloceſter murthered the ſaid Kings two ſonnes,proclaimed 
cert his daughters baſtards, and vſurped thecrowne. Immediately after the which 


have beene 
bolde to a= cruell deed, the Earle of Richmond now King (who had been priſoner many 


mend the  yeeres in Britaine) paſſed into England, and diſcomfited and ſlew in battellthis 


place accotr- 


dingtothe bloody King Richard, late murtherer of his two nephewes. Thus haue there di- 


He = ed in Englandin theſe ciuill wars ſince my remembrance, aboue fowreſcore per- 
the Author {ons ofthe blood Royall, part ofthe which my ſelfe knew , and part vnderſtood 


Gould be of by the Engliſhmen reſident with the Duke of Burgundieat the ſame time that 


charged with . * ; 
writing an vn. 1 (Erued him. Wherfore you ſee it is notar Paris only , norin Francealonethar 


ruth, tacther Men fall at variance for worldly goods and honors. But ſure all Kings and great 
- De Princes ought to take heed that they ſuffer not faftions toariſe in their Courts, 
) ur 2UTAors TI . . 

4 for thereof kindleth the fire that conſumeth their whole countrey in the end. 


own diſcourſe 


of King £4- Notwithſtanding ſuch alterations happennot in mine opinion, but by Gods diſ- 


oy - "_ polition,for when Princes and Realmes haue long flouriſhed in great wealth and 


tusplace isto Profperitic, and forget from whenceall theſe benefits proceed : God raiſeth vp 
be read asT, an enemic againſt them,whom they neuer feared nor ſtood in doubt ofas appea- 


haue amen- 

dedit. 4 The Earles 2f Marche and Warwick went to Calice before the Duke of Yorke was flaine, or overthrowen in bartell 
for they fled from Ludiow lying in campe there againſt the Kings force,becauſe they found themſelues too veake,and their coun- 
Walls betraycd by Andrew 7rewlop who fled from them to the King, | 
reth 
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gof reth by the Kings mentioned in the Bible, and by that alſo which hath hapned 
clue B anddailydoth happen,not onely in England, and in theſe countries of Burgun- 
*in 7} die, butin diuers other places allo. 
i Chap. 8. How King Lewis entred into Paris , while the Princes of Fraunce praiſed 
he. I: Wh the Citizens. 
| | fT Haue been long in this diſcourſe, and it nowtimeto re- 
W curnc to the hiltorie. After the Princes were come betore 
io Paris , they began to practiſe withehe citizens, promiling 
offices and great rewards to diuers , and omitting nothing 
that might further their affaires. Ar three daies end the ci- 
tizens allembled together in the towne hall, where when 
Aw they had long debated theſe marters, and heard the Princes 
? requeſts and demands made openly tothem for the benefit 
nd, * ofthe wholerealme (as they pretended : ) they determined to {end ambaſſadors 
Hh- to them to treare of peace, according to the which determination a greatnum- 
ng  Þ ber of the beſt citizens came to Saint Mor wherethe Princes lay, and Maſter /il- 
Gam Chartierthen Biſhop of Paris, a notable prelate, declared thecitizens embal(- 
rot > fage, and forthe Princes the Earle of Dunois wasappointedto be mouth. The 
ere | Dukeot Berry the Kings brother was prelident of this Councell fitting in a 
led '* chaire, and all the other Princes ſtanding abouthim. On the onefide ood the 
id © Dukes of Brititine and Calabria,and on the other the Earle of Charolois armed 
laſt * atallpeeces ſaue the head peece and vantbraſes, and wearing vpon his quiracea 
'* ſhortcloke marvellous rich : for he came from Conflans,and Bois-de-Vincennes 
being well manned was held for the King : wherfore it Rood him vpon tocome 
armed and well accompanied. The Princes requeſt was to enter into Paris to 
confer with the citizens about the reformation of the ſtate , which rhey ſaid was 
euill gouerned, charging the King with diuers diſorders. The citizens gaue 
them very lowly nd Landis language , deliring reſpite betore they could make 
any reſolute an{were: yet (notwithſtanding this delay) che King was afterward 
Abeccnced both with the Biſhop and the reſt that accompanied him. Thus 
returned theſe ambaſſadors into the towne,continuing ſtill their former praRile: 
for euery one of the Princes talked with them apart, and1amof opinion that 
ſome oft them had agreed ſecretly to ſuffer the Princes in their owne perſons to 
enterthe towne,and their men alſo (it they ſo thought good) by ſmall croupes : 
which praiſe if it had taken efte&t,had not onely been the winning ofthe rown, 
but the atchieuing of the whole enterpriſe. For thecirizens would eatilyhaue 
been brought for divers conliderations to reuolt.to.them,and ſo conſequently all 
the other townes in the realme. But God. pur wiſe counſell into the Kings head, 
which alſo heexecuted accordingly,being already aduertifed of althele praiſes. 
Before the ambaſſadors that were returned from the Princes had made their 
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(} 
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At report,the King in perſon entred.the towne of Paris, accompanied likea Prince 

ts, } thatcommethtorelieue his people: for he brought wich him into the towne 

d. } twothouſand men of armes, all the Nobles of Normandie, a great numberotf - 

iſ- franke archers , and all his owne ſeruants, penſionersand others that vie roac- ,, joey 19s” 

1d company the King in ſuch affaires. Thus this prattiſe was broken off, and all the King af- 

/P , the people altered their mindes, neither durſtany of them that had been with [£990 poi 

4- | vs makefarther mention of the Princes demaunds. Someof them alſo ſped but q,0p,bur ey. 

1; | @euillforthat they had already done, notwithſtanding the King vied noextremi- * — 

n- / Ttictowardsthem *, but ſome loſt their offices, and others were lent to _ in *  ——_—- 
other 
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other places : forthe which eaſte reuenge the King vndoubtedly deſerued great 
commendation, conlidering that if this praQtiſe begun had taken effeR, the beſt 
that could haue hapned to him had been to forſake his realme , which alſo was Þ| 
his reſolution. For as himſelfe hath often rold me, if hecould not haueentred | 
into Paris, but had found the towne reuolted , he would haneretired to the | 
Switzers, or to Francis Duke of Milan, whom heaccounted his efpeciall friend, * 
and fo alſo the Duke ſhewed himſelte, as well by the aide he ſent him being five 3 
hundred men of armes and threethouſand footmen vnder the leading of his el- ©} 
deſt ſonne Galeas afterward Duke of Milan (who came as far as the countrey of | 
Forreſtz in Auuergne, where he made war vpon the Duke of Bourbon, andaf- # 
terward returned home becauſe of his fathers death : ) asalſo by the counſell he F 
gaue him art the treatie of peace held at Conflans, where he ſent him word to re- 3 
tuſe no condition of peace, but to ſeuer his companie, and retaine his own forces | 
ſtill about him, x 

We had hardly been three daies before Paris when the King entred the town, * 
immediately after whoſe arriuall ſharpe war was made vpon vs, eſpecially vpon Þ 
our forragers, whom we were conſtrained to garde with great forces, becauſe Þ 
they went far from our camp. Now to ſpeake | ur of | 
mult needs confeſle that it is maruellouſly well ſeatedin the Ile of Fraunce, ſeeing ® 
the countrey about ir was able to viftualltwo ſuch huge armies : for as touching | 
vs weneuer lacked, and they within the towne found nothing enhaunced, ſaue ® 

. ADenieris 0N©ly 2 denier * vpon euery loate of bread, the reaſon whereof was, becauſe we ® 
the rwelfth held not the riuers abouethe towne, being theſe three, Marne, Yonne,and Seine, % 
of three- beſides diuers ſmall ſtreames that run intothem. Wherefore altthings conſide- # 
joe redthis towneis ſituate inthe beſt and fruitfulleſt ſoile that euer I ſaw, yeaitis | 
almoſt incredible how great the prouiſion is that commeth thither, my ſelfe was | 
relident there {incethe time I now write of, halfe a yeere together with K. Zewss | 
being lodged at the Tournelles, and ordinary eating and lodging inthe Court, # 
Since his deathalſo by the ſpace of twenty moneths, full fore againſt my will | 
was held priſoner ih his pallace, where I ſaw daily out of my window theprout- 
ſion that came vp the ſtreame out of Normandie,and likewiſe down the ftreame, 

which was ſo great that I would neuer have beleeucd it,had I not ſeene it. 

Diuers bands as you haue heard iſſued daily out of Paris, and the skirmiſhes 
were great, our watch being of fiftie launces, ſtood neere to la Grange aux Mer- 
ciers, but our ſcouts rode as ncere Parisas was poſhble,the which were often bea- 
ten backe to our watch , and eftſoones (the enemie on their backe) as far as our 
cariage, retiring ſometime a ſoft pace, and ſometimea faſt trot. Then vſcd weto 
re-enforce them with new ſup fes , Which beat backe the enemies hard to the 
towne gates, and this was daily and howerly done: for within the towne were 
aboue 2500. men of armesin very good order,and a great number of gentlemen 
of Normandy, and frankearchers, beſides that they ſaw daily their Ladies 
which encouraged them to put forth themſelues. Our force was allo very great, 
but in horſemen we were not ſo ſtrong as they,for we had with vs onely the Bur- 
gundians being about two thouſand launces good and bad, nothing fo well ar» 
med as they within Paris, becauſe of thelong peace wherein they had liued as 
before is mentioned, ofthe which numberalſo two hundred men of armes were 
at Laigny with the Duke of Calabria, but of footmen we had great force, and 
thoſe very good. The Britainesarmy lay at S. Denys, making war on that ſide 
che towne of Paris all the waies they could , and & other noblemen. were dif- 
parkled ſome heere ſomethere, to make prouiſion of victuals, Inthe = = 

uke 


the town of Paris,we © 
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Duke of Nemours, the Earle of Armignac, andthe L. of Albert cameto vs, but 
their forces lodged a good way from our campe becauſe they had no pay , and 
ſhould haue famiſhed ourarmie if they had taken ought without money. This 
Iam ſure of,that the Earle of Charolois gauethem fiue or-{ix thouſand tranckes, 
and rooke order that they ſhould come no neerer vs. They were at the leaſt five 
or {ix thouſand horſe that did maruellous much harme inthe countrey. 


Chap. 9. How the Earle of Charolog artilierie anil the Kings artillerie ſhot the one 
againt the other neere to Charenton , and how the Earle of Charolozs cauſed 
another bridge to be ouilt pon boates ouer the riner of Seine. | 


Ow to returne to the campe before Paris, you may bee ſure 
x that noday paſſed withour loſſe on both ftdes, but no grear 
p) cxploit was done, for the King would ſuffer no great torce 
C__ to1flue out of the towne,neither-ment to hazard the barrell, 
bur deſired peace, and wiſely tg-diſparkle this aſſembly. 
Notwithſtanding, one morning very early 4000. archers 
came and encamped along by the riuer ſide vpon the very 
banke, direAly ouer againſt Conflans. The gentlemen of 
Normandie and certaine of the Kings ordinarie men of armes lay in avillage - 
bur a quarter of a league fromethem , aud beryeen them and their ftoormen was 
onely a faire plaine. The river of Seine ran between them and vs, and they be- 
gantodig a trench ouer againſt Charenton, which reached inlengthas taras 
Conflans, to wit,to the very end of ourcamp, dire&ly ouer againſt the which, 
(the riuer being between vs and them, a3 you haue heard) they built a bulwarke 
of wood &earth, andtheron mounted great ſtore of artillerie,which ar the very 
firſt ſhot chaſed the Duke of Calabrias men our of the village of Charenton,and 
forced them in great haſte to come and lodge with vs with loſſe both of men and 
horſes. But the Duke of Calabria himſelte lay ina little houſe between the river 
and the Earle of Charolois lodging,direly ouer againſt the enemies. 
This artillerie thor alſo into our camp, and put the whole army in great feare, 
for the very firſt ſhot ſlew certaine of our men, and twiſe it ſtrake rhrough the 


. Earle of Charolois chamber as he fate at dinner, and ſlew a trumpetter vpon the 


ſtaires, bearing vp a diſh of meat. Wheretforeafter dinner the Earle remooued 
intoa low parlor reſolving not to depart thence. The next morning the Princes 
met at his lodging ro conſn]t what was to be done : for they euerfate in counſell 
there, and at their riſing dined alſo there together. The Dukes of Berry and 
Britaine fate next to the wall vpon the bench,and the Earle of Charolois and the 
Duke of Calabriaquer againſt them. The ſaid Earle placed euery one of them 
aboue himſelfe,as reaſon was he ſhould ſome of them, yea all of them ſeeing they 
wereinhis lodging. There they deuiſed ro countermount all the artillerie in 
their armie againſt the Kings , whereof the Earle of Charolois had great ſtore, 
as had alſo the Dukes of Calabria and Britaine : for accompliſhment of which 
their purpoſe, they pearced the walles along the riuer ſide bchind Conflans, and 
there mounted all the beſt peeces of their arrillerie, /ſaue the Bombardsand the 
other great peeces which ſhot not: the reſt alſo they planted in other places 
where they might do beſt ſeruice, and by this meanes the Princes had much 
more artilleric on their ſide than the King on his. 


* Thetrench that the French had made was of great length, and they wrought 
D continually 
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DE * towards Paris, and caſting the earth towards 
e42e%;, Vs, theteby to faue thernſelnes vur ſhot : for they lay all in their trench, nei- 
vndoubredly ther dutſt one of them peepe out, becauſe the medow where they lodged was as 
ro be rea6 = Plaine as a mans hand. To conclude] neuer heard in fo ſhort ſpace ſuch anum- 
ke here ber of Canon ſhor, for we on our fide ment to remoouethem thence by force of 
| pa; artillerie, but vntorhem ordinance came daily from Paris, and they plied the 
\ <dwnyg matter diligently and ſpared no powder. A great number in our army digged 
ſealcleſle, for pits in the ground before their lodging, many alſo were made to their hands, 
he berer \N- forit was a place where men had wroughtfor ſtone. Thus cuery man ſhifted for 
of this place himſelfe the beſt he could,and three or tower daies wepaſſd in this eſtate, bur the 
peruſe Yalrs- feare was greater on both ſides than the loſſe,fornor one man of name was (laine. 
ri (0, But when the Princes ſaw that their enemies diſlodged nor, they accounted ir 
pag-313. Athing tending greatly to their diſhonor, and alſo very dangerous : for the Pa- 
\ =p ae Þ riftans werethereby ſo greatly encouraged , that oneday of truce it ſeemed all 
right deſcrip- the towne was comeforth to the trenches. Wherefore the Princes concluded as 
_ t*1s they fate in councell, to makea large bridge of great botes the noſes whereof 
2 This ch:/e1 Were coupled * rogether, and thereſt couered with plancks , and thelaſt couple 
G»50n Ci-fte- neareſt to the ſhore faſtened to the ground with great anchors : beſides cheſs, a 
£1.01 cu,. Mmmber of other {great botes vpon the river of Seine were brought thither, 

14fean Ouy- n o * . h 
enasourau- Whereinthey meant to paſſe oner certaine batids to aſſaile the Kings forces. The 
thor alſo a charge of this worke was committed to Maſter Giralde the Maſter gunner who 
me bm was aid, that our bands that paſſed the riuer ſhould haue great aduantage over their 
the Prince of enemies, becauſe rheir trenches would be far vnderneath vs, conlidering that 


26 
continually vpon it, aduanci 


meth h:m was 


Orengs they had throwen the earth on the idetoward vs, alleaging farther that they 
7 "nr a durſt not iſſue forth of their trenches, for feare of our ſhot, which reaſons much 
3 The olde encouraged our men, and madethem the willinger to paſſe ouer. Thus the 
<P"lunea: bridge being finiſhed all aye the laſt couple of botes , which alſo were vpon the 
Morat, but De point to be faſtened tothe reſt, and all the other botes appoinred for conueiance 
{« Mereve,  Oer oF our men being likewiſe in a readineſſe: ſaddenly one of the Kings he+ 
the barcell, raldsarriued there, who faid ro Monſeurde Bonillet and others there preſent, 


[_ p _ that we had broken the truce. For becauſe that day and the day before were 
*o be note daies of truce, euery man thatliſted cameto ſee what we did, bur that night the 


is to be noted 
that the Chaſ/e- truce ended, our bridge was ſo large that three men of armes with their taues 


4» 0479%M©n- ready to charge, might haue paſſed ouer it = a front. Farther there were hue 


tioned by our . x 
2urhor,lib 5. Or {1x great boates, euery one of the which would haue conueied ouer a thou- 


PR _ by and men at a time, beſides a number of lefſe botes to paſle oner thearrtillerie 
4.charwene that ſhould ſerue in this enterpriſe. The bands were alſo named,and their names 


eund.thatwent [4 


in:o Piemont enroled that ſhould goe, and the Earle of S. Paul, and the Lord of Haulbourdin 
afrermnebit- ordained to lead them. After midnight they that were appointed to this enter- 


tle of Granſon ©*© . , 
was not this, Priſe began to armethemſelues, and before day wereallin a readineſſe. Some 


but ſonne or aſſo wentand heard maſſe, and did as good Chriſtians ought to doin ſuch a caſe. 


brotherto thi - - : 
wan The ſame night I was my ſelfe ina greattentin the middeſt of the armie where 


ued by C.m- the watch ſtood, being alſo one of the watch : for no man was excuſed. The cap- 
"414. taineofthe watch was Monſeurde Chaſtell Guyon®, ſlaineafterward at the bat- 


words, for in 


that place he tell of Granſon 3. And as we ſtood there waiting when this paſtimeſhould be- 
calleth-bim gin, ſuddenly we heard the French as they lodged in their trenches cry alowd : 


Monſicur D _ 
Chaſteaw Guy. Farewell neighbours, farewell, immediately whereupon they ſet fire on their 


enqvi fd lodgings andretired theirartillerie. The they that 
Proge way g e. The day began to breake, and they 
whether this Chaſteau Guyon were ſlaine at Granſon or Morat, he could not be aline in Charles the 8. time, when ourauthor writ. 
Thus much I haxe faid left Commines ſhould ſeeme to vary from La Marche or rather from bimſelfe, 

were 
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were appointed to this enterpriſe were already vpon the river, at the leaſt part 
of them when they faw the enemies a far off retiring to Paris, whereupon they 
returned all, and vnarmed themſelues, reioycing much becauſe of their depar- 
ture. But you ſhall vnderſtand that the King ſent them thither onely to beate 
our campe with artillerie, not to tight : for he would pur nothing in aduenture, 
as before I haue ſaid, notwithſtanding that his force were ſuficientto haueen- 
countred with all theſe Princes ioyned together, but his onely deſirewas , as he 
well declared, to treat of peace, and to ſeuer this company without hazarding 
hiseſtateand the ſtate of this large and noble realme of Fraunce in battell , than 
the which nothing can be more vncertain or dangerous. _ 

Euery day they praCtiſed on both ſides to withdraw men ech from other,and 
diuers daies of truce were made, during the which, Commiſſioners fate on both 
ſides to treat of peace at Z4 Grange aux Merciers hard by our campe. For the 
King, the Earle of Maine with divers others came thither , and for the Princes, 
the Earle of $. Paul, accompanied with diuers others in like manner. Theſe 
Commiſfoners met often, but no g 00d was done: notwithſtanding all that rime 
the truce endured, and a number of both the armics met and communed to- 
gether at a great ditch in the midway : the on, onthe one (ide: andthe others, 
on the other: for neither party mighr paſſe the ditch, notwithſtanding the 
truce. No day eſcaped by realon of this meeting and communication, but that 
ten or twelue,and ſometime more,cameand yeelded to the Princes, and another 
day as many went from vs to the King : wherefore this place was afterward cal- 
led the market place, becauſe ſuch marchandiſe was bought and ſold there. Now 
to ſhew you mine opinion in this caſe, me thinketh that ſuch meeting and com- 
muning together ar ſuch rimes,and in ſuch ſortis very dangerous, eſpecially for 
him that is likeſt to take the foile : for naturally moſt men delireto aduance 
themſelues, atthe leaſt ro ſaue themſelues : wheretfore they will calily be wonne 
to turneto the (trongeſt. Some there are I confeſſe (o faithfull and conſtant, that 
none of theſe reſpets can alter them, but few ſuch are to be found. Farther this 
danger is then ſpecially to be feared, when we haue to doe with a Prince that will 
endcuour himſelfe to win men : which ſureisa great grace of God in any Prince 
that can frame himſelfe thereunto, for it isa token that he is not infeted with the 
foule viceand (inne of pride, which all men deteſt and abhor, But to conclude 
thisdiſcourſe, whena Prince mindethto treat of peace, he ought to employ 
therein the faithfulleſt and truſtieſt ſeruants he hath, being men of ripe yeeres, leſt 
theirlacke of experience cauſe them either to conclude ſome diſhonorable trea- 
ty, or put their maſter in greater feare art their returne then theres cauſe why, 
Farther, a Prince ought to commit ſuch affaires rather to thoſe thathauerecei- 
ned benefitat his hands than ro ſuch as were neuer benefited by him , biitelpe- 
cially to wiſe men, for he fhall never make profit by imploying a foole.. Beſides 
this, ſuch treaties ought ro be held rather far from his campe than neere vato ir, 
and when the Commiſhoners returne,the Prince muſt give them audience, him- 
ſelfe alone, or in the preſence of very few, totheend tharif their newes be dif- 
comfortable,rhey may beinſtruted how to anſiver thoſe that will be inquilitiue, 
forall men will deſire to vnderſtand newes of them, yea and ſome of their fami- ' 
liars will thinke that they will hide nothing from them,notwithftanding if they | 
be ſuch men as T haue heere deſcribed, and know their mafter to be wiſe,they will 


reucale nothing to any man whatſoeuer, 
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THE FIRST BOOKE 'OF 


Chap. lo. 4 diſcourſe pon certaine vices and wvertnes 
of King Lew the X I. 


Vc: 
(- chcriceinthe world , and many ſeruants decciue their maſters, 
£] [ESE] oftentimes through their maſters owne fault : for this I dare 
| BeY2<1 boldly auow, thatproud and diſdainfull Princes, and ſuch as 
2.4 Will give audicnce but to few, arc oftner abuſed than thoſe 
that areccurteous,and ready to giue care tocuery man: wher- 
inſure King Lew our maſter ſurmounted tar all the Princes of 
his time, for he was the wiſeſt Prince in winding himſcltc out of trouble and ad- 

uerſitic, the humbleſt in words, the plaineſt in apparell, and the greateſt traveller 

to win a man that might doe him ſeruice or harme that ever Iknew. Neither vſed 

he torelinquiſh his ſute for the firſt refuſall, bur laboured the party continually by 

large promiſes and liberall gifts, as well of great ſummes of money,as alſoof ſuch 

eſtarcs and offices as he knew would content him, And as tonching thoſe whom 

he had baniſhed and withdrawne his fauour from,in peace and proſperitic : hee 

dought them deerely againe when he needed them, and emploied them; in his 

ſeruice, cleane forgetting all offences paſſed. He loued naturally men of meane 

eſtate, and was enemy to all ſuch as needed nor to depend vpon him : neuer 

Prince gaue audience to ſo many men : neuer Prince was inquiſitiue of ſo many 

matters, nor deſirous to be acquainted with ſo many ſtrangers gs he , whereby he 

knew aſwell allchat were in authorizic and eſtimation in England , Spaine , Por- 

tugalc, lralic, and the Seniories of Burgundie and Britaine , as his owne ſubicQs. 

And by theſe vertues preſerued he his eſtate , which ſtood in great danger at his 

firſt comming to the crowne, becauſe of the enemies himſclte had procured to 

himſelfe. But his great liberalicic eſpecially ſerued him to good purpoſe, for as in 

aduerfiric he wiſely behaued himſelfe , ſo contrariwiſc intime of peace or truce, 

2 King Lewis NE gutly fell our with his ſeruants, by picking trifling quarelstothem , and ſuch 
departed from yyas his diſpoſition,that he could hard, y away with peace or quiernes. In his talke 
——_ he ſpared no man, neither abſentnor preſent, ſauc ſuch as he feared, which were 
anno 1447. & Many, for naturally he was very fearefull. Farther , when his talke had either tur- 
_ 74. ncdhim todiſpleaſure, or was like ſoto do, he would endeuour himſelfe ro amend 
yeere 1456, the marter, by vfing theſe or ſuch like words to the partic offended : T know well 
at —_— that my tongue hath wrought me much diſpleaſure , but ir hath alſo oftentimes 
of the force {00d me in great ſtead, notwithſtanding reaſon it is that I ſhould repaire the in- 
his facher Jjuriedone, and when he vſcd this familiar ſpeech, he cuer gave withall ſome great 
ark yo preſent to the partic greeued. Sure the knowledge of good and cuill is a great 
bewascon- Sift of Godto a Prince, I meanc when the good ſurmounteth the euill, as it did in 
- a 4 the King our Maſter, who in mine opinion was mnch berrered by the trouble hee 
Dake of Bur- uſtainedin his youth, when he fled from his father and ſoiourned with Duke Phi 
where [ip of Burgundic the ſpace of (ix yeeres * : forhee was conſtrained there to frame 

he remained Himſelfero the humor of thoſe of whom he ſtood need of, which ſingular vertue 
of his coro- aduerſitic had taughthim. Bur after his fathers death, when hee came firſt to the 
— whieh tate he thought onely vpon reuenge, bur ſoone felt theſmart thereof, and there- 
yeere x46r. fore forthwith altered his minde, acknowledged his error , repaired the harmes 
Annsl. Bur- done , and ſought to recoucr by large benefits thoſe whom he had offended, as 
_—_P *is hcereatter you ſhall perceiue. And thinke verily he ſhould never haue wound 
Meyer. himſclfc out of thoſe troubles had not bus education been better than noble mens 


' commonly 
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commonly is in thisrealme , whoare brought vp altogether in wantonneſſe and 
difſolutenefle, as well in their apparel] as in their talke,they are vtterly vnlearned, 
there is not one wiſe man aboutthem : they haue gouernors that diſpoſe gf all 
theirafaires , but themſelues do nothing : yea ſome noble men thereare hardly 
of fower nobles rent that glory in ſaying, Speake to my ſernants, thinking there- 
by ro imitate great Princes. But I haue often ſeene their ſeruants ſo make their 
profit of them, that their folly hath thereby appeared to the whole world. And 
ifany ofthem happen at the length to looke about him,and td attend ro his own 
bulines, it is ſo late that it ſcruethalmoſt tonopurpoſe : for all thoſe that haue 
been great or done great things, began in their tender age, which vertne procce- 
deth either of their bringing vp,or of the grace of God. 


Chap. 11. How the Burgundians lying neere to Paris,and looking 
for the battell, ſuppoſed great thiſtles to hane been 
launces held wpright. 


Haue been long inthis diſcourſe, but it ſerueth to ſo good 
purpoſe that ſooner | could notend it. Now to returneto 
rhe wars, you haue heard how theſe archers that lay in the 
trench along vpon the river of Seine,diſlodged at the very 
/ 1 inſtant that we ſhould haue aſſailed them. The truce ne- 
—AvVAV} uer endured paſt aday or two, and when itended {harpe 
NR war began againe, and the skirmilhes continued from 
en» morning till night, but no great force iſſued forth of the 
towne, notwithſtanding they beat backe our ſcoutes oftentimes whom we eucr 
releeued with new ſupplies. There paſſed no day without ſome skirmith great 
or ſmall,and I thinke the King would haue had them greater, had it not been be- 
cauſe he was ielous of diuers though needleſly. I haue heard him ſay that one 
night he found the poſterne of Saint Anthontes baſtile towards the helds wide 
open, which put him in ſuſpicion of Maſter Charles of Melun , whoſe father kept 
the place, yer ſure a faithtuller ſeruant than the ſaid Charles that yeere the King 
had none. 

One day they within Paris determined to iſſue forth to fight withvs, of the 
which enterprile I ſuppoſe the King vnderſtood nothing , but it was onely his 
captaines reſolution , they meant to aſſaile vs three ſeuerall waies , their greateſt 
band ſhould hane come from Paris, another from Pont de Charenton , which 
two could not greatly haue endamaged vs, and the third appointed to be two 
hundred men of armes from Bois-de-Vincennes. Of this reſolution we were 
aduertiſed about midnight by a Page that told vs this newes as lowd as he could 
cry from the other (jde of the riuer, by commandement of the Princes friends 
within the towne, ſome of the which alſo he named and fo departed. By breake 
of day iſſted forth Maſter Porncet of Riuiere before Pont de Charenton, andthe 
Lord of Lau on the other {ide from Bois-de-Vincennes euenhard to our artil- 
lerie, where they flew one of ourgunners. The alarme was great in qur campe : 
for we ſuppoſed this to be the enterpriſe , whereof the Page adnertiſed vs ouer 
night. The Earle of Charolois was ſoone armed, yet not ſo ſoone as 7ohn Duke 
of Calabria, for at all alarmes he was the firſt man armed , and that atall points, 
and his horſe cuer barded. Moreouer he wareſach a garment as thefamous 
men of war vſe in Italy, and ſhewed himſelfe botha noble Prince, and a worthy 


Captaine : hee rode ltraight to the barriars of our campeto ſtay our men from 
D 3 iſluing 
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THE FIRST BOOKE 'OF 


Chap. lo. 4 diſcourſe pon certaine vices and vertues 
of King Lew the X I. 


$3] chcricinthe world , and many ſeruants deceiue their maſters, 
Bk ESE! oftentimes through their maſters owne fault : forthis Idare 
R999 BeFS< boldly auow, that proud and diſdainfull Princes, and ſuch as 
CHI [22.2 will giue audience bur to few, arc oftner abuſed chan thoſe 
that arecurtcous,andready to giue care tocucry man: wher- 
inſure King Zews our maſter ſurmounted tar all the Princes of 
his time, for he was the wiſeſt Prince in winding himſeltc our of trouble and ad- 
uerſitic, the humbleſt in words, the plaineſt in apparell, and rhe greateſt traveller 
to win a man that might doe him ſeruice or harme that euer Iknew. Neither vied 
he torelinquiſh his ſute for the firſt refuſall, but laboured the party continually by 
large promiſes and liberall gifts, as well of great ſummes of money,as alſoof ſuch 
eſtarcs and offices as he knew would content him, And as touching thoſe whom 
he had baniſhed and withdrawn his fauour from,in peace and proſperitie : hee 
bought them deerely againe when he needed them, and emploied them in his 
ſeruice, cleanc forgetting all offences paſſed. He loued naturally men of meane 
eſtate,and was encmy to all ſuch as needed nor to depend vpon him : neuer 
Prince gauec audience to ſo many men : neuer Prince was inquiſitiue of ſo many 
matrers, nor deſirous to be acquainted with ſo many ſtrangers gs he , whereby he 
knew aſwcllallchat were in authorizic and eſtimation in England, Spaine , Por- 
tugalc, lralic, and the Seniories of Burgundie and Britaine , as his owne ſubicQs. 
And by theſe vertues preſerued he his eſtate , which ſtood in great danger at us 
firſt comming to the crowne, becauſe of the enemies himſt cli had procured to 
himſelfe. Bur his great liberalicic eſpecially ſerued him to good purpoſe, for as in 
aduerfiric he wiſely behaued himſelfe, ſo contrariwiſc intime of peace or truce, 
2 King Lewis iE lightly fell out with his ſeruants, by picking rrifling quarels tothem , and ſuch 
departedfrom yyas his diſpoſition,rhat he could hardly away with peace or quiernes. In his ralke 
———_ he ſpared no man, neither abſentnor preſent, ſaue ſuch as he feared, which were 
anno 1447. & Many, for naturally he was very fearetull. Farther , when his talke had cither tur- 
mere 17712 ned him todiſpleaſure, or was like ſoto do, he would endeuourhimſelfe ro amend 
yeere 1456. the marter, by vfing theſe or ſuch like words to the partic offended : I know well 
a: the which that my tongue hath wrought me much diſpleaſure, but it hath alſo oftentimes 
of the force {t00d me in great ſtead, notwithſtanding reaſon it is that I ſhould repaire the in- 
his father juriedone, and when he vſcd this familiar ſpeech, he cucr gaue withall ſome great 
erred preſent to the partic greeued. Sure the knowledge of good and cuill is a great 
bewascon- gift of Godto a Prince, I meanc when the good ſurmounteth the euill, as it did in 
_ the King our Maſter, who in mine opinion was mnch berrered by the trouble hee 
Dake of Bur. ſuſtained in his youth, when he fled from his father and foiourned with Duke Phi- 
guadic oy lip of Burgundic the ſpace of ſix yeeres * : forhee was conſtrained there to frame 
Ml che ear. . himfelfero the humor of thoſe of whom he ſtood need of, which ſingular vertue 
of his cors- aduerſitic had taughthim. Bur after his fathers death, when hee came firſt to the 
wo _ ſtate he thought onely vpon reuenge, bur ſoone felt the ſmart thereof, and there- 
yeere 1467, fore forthwith altered his minde, acknowledged his error , repaired the harmes 
Anal. Bur- done , and ſought to recoucr by large benefits thoſe whom he had offended, as 
grad. is heereatieryou ſhall perceiue. And thinke verily he ſhould never haue wound 
Meyer. himiclfc out of thoſe troubles had not his education been better than noble mens 
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commonly is in this realme , whoare brought vp altogether in wantonneſſe and 
difſolutenefle, as well in their apparel] as in their talke,they are vtterly vnlearned, 
there is not one wiſe man aboutthem : they haue governors that diſpoſe gf all 
theiraffaires , but themſelues do nothing : yea ſome noble men there are hardly 
of tower nobles rent that glory in ſaying, Speake to my ſernants, thinking there- 
by to imitate great Princes. But I haue often ſeene their ſeruants ſo make their 
profit of them, that their folly hath thereby appeared to the whole world. And 
ifany ofthem happen at the length to looke about him,and td attend to his own 
bulſines, it is ſo late that it ſcruethalmoſt tonopurpoſe : tor all thoſe that hane 
been great or done great things, began in their render age, which vertne procce- 
deth either of their bringing vp,or of the grace of God. 


Chap. 11. How the Burgundians lying neere to Paris,and looking 
for the battell, ſuppoſed great thiſtles to hane been 
launces held wpright. 


&] Haue been long inthis diſcourſe, but it ſerueth to ſo good 
2>| purpoſe that ſooner [ could notend it. Now to returneto 
£28 the wars, you haue heard how thele archers that lay in the 
BMA trench along vpon the river of Seine,diflodged at the very 
inſtant that we ſhould haue aſſailed them. The truce ne- 
I] ucrendured paſta day or two, and when it ended tharpe 
Qi war began againe, and the skirmilhes continued from 
_— morningtillnight, but no great force iſſued forth of the 
towne, notwithſtanding they beat backe our ſcoutes oftentimes whom we euer 
releeued with new ſupplies. There paſſed no day without ſome skirmith great 
or ſmall,and I thinke the King would haue had them greater, had it not been be- 
cauſe he was ielous of diuers though needlei]y. 1 haue heard him ſay that one 
night he found thepoſterne of Saint Anthonies baſtile towards the helds wide 
open,which put him in ſuſpicion of Maſter Charles of Melun , whoſe father kept 
the place, yer ſure a faithtuller ſeruant than the ſaid Charles that yeere the King 
had none. 

One day they within Parts determined to ifſue forth to fight with vs, of the 
which enterpriſe I (uppoſe the King vnderſtood nothing , but it was onely his 
captaines reſolution , they meant to aſſaile vs three ſeuerall waies , their greateſt 
band ſhould have come from Paris, another from Pont de Charenton , which 
two could not greatly haue endamaged vs, and the third appointed to be two 
hundred men of armes from Bois-de-Vincennes. Of this reſolution we were 
aduertiſed about midnight by a Page that told vs this newes as lowd as he could 
cry from the other (jde of the riuer, by commandement of the Princes friends 
within thetowne, ſome of the which alſo he named and fo departed. By breake 
of day iſſted forth Maſter Poxcet of Riuiere before Pont de Charenton, andthe 
Lord of Lau on the other (ide from Bois-de-Vincennes cuenhard to our artil- 
lerie, where they {ew one of our gunners. Thealarme was great in qur campe : 
for we ſuppoſed this to be the enterpriſe , whereof the Page aduertiſed vs ouer 
night. The Earle of Charolois was ſoone armed, yet not ſo ſoone as /oby Duke 
of Calabria, for at all alarmes he was the firſt man armed , and that at all points, 
and his horſe cuer barded. Moreouer he wareſuch a garment as thefamous 
men of war vſe in Italy, and ſhewed himſelfe botha noble Prince, and a worthy 


Captaine : hee rode ltraight to the barriars of our campe to ſtay our men from 
D 3 iſluing 
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iſſuing forth , where he was as well obeyed astheEarle of Charolois himſelfe: 
yea the whole armie obeyed him more willingly than any manin the companie, 
of the which honor vndoubtedly he was worthy. Incontinent our whole force 
wasin armes and ſtood in order of batcell within our cariage,all ſauerwo hundred 
horſe that kept our watch abroad. To beſhorr, this day we looked afſuredly for 
the battell, but neuerbefore nor after. Soone after the Earle of Charolois and 
the Duke of Calabria , arriued the Dukes of Berry and Britaine , whom I neuer 
ſaw armed but this day onely. The Duke of Berry was armed art all points: not- 
withſtanding they were but weakely accompanied, in the which eſtate they paſ: 
ſed through thecampe, androde forth tothe Lords of Charolois and Calabriz 
where they communed together. Our ſcoures being reenforced,rode as neere Pa- 
ris as they could, and diſcoucred agreatnumber of our enemies ſcouts, comming 
tolearne what noiſe this was in our armie. Our artillery ſhot terribly when Mon- 
fieur De Las approched fo neerevs : the King alſo had good peeces vpon Paris 
wals, that ſhot into our campe which was ſtrange, for wee lay two leagues from 
the towne , but I thinke the peeces were mounted to the moſt aduantage. This 
thundering of the artillerie , cauſed both the parties to thinke ſome great enter- 
priſe to be towards : The day was very datke and cloudie, and our ſcouts appro- 
ching neere to Paris, diſcoucred many enemies abroad in the field, and a good 
way beyond them , a numberof launces held vpright, ( as theyſuppoſed,) which 
they iudged to be the Kings whole force,and all the people of Paris iflued forth of 
the towne in order of battell : which imagination the darknes of the heauens pur 
into their head. They returned forthwith to the Princes being yer without our 
campe, and aduertiſed them of this newes , aſſuring them of the batrell. The 
ſcouts that were iſſued foorth of Paris approched {till neerer and neerer to our 
campe, becauſe they ſaw oursretire : which thing ſo much themore increaſed in 
Our a their former imagination. Then came the Duke of Calabria to the 
place where a great number of the Earle of Charolois houſhold ſeruants ſtood 

to accompanie his ſtandard and his banner ready to be diſplaied , and the guidon 

of his armes according to the cuſtome of the houſe of Burgundie, and there the 

ſaid Duke of Calabria ſpake thus ro vs all : We haue now our deſire, forthe King 

is iflued forth with his whole force , and marcheth forward as our ſcouts tell vs. 
Wherefore let vs determine to play the men. So ſoone as they be out of the town 

x By thelong We Will enter, and meaſure withthe long ell *, and with ſuch like words rode hee 
ell he mea about encouraging the company. Our ſcoutes arthe length percciuing tbe enc- 
Pewih Mics to bee but weake, recouered their ſpirits, androde againe towards Paris, 
ſouldiers ar where they diſcouered theſe battels inthe ſelfeſame placethey left them : where- 
p_ o* uponthey entred into a new cogitation what they might bee, bur when they ap- 
to mcalure prochedneere tothem (the day being broken vp and cleere) they perceiued them 
veluers,blks, ro be high thiſtles, whereupon they rode hard to the rowne gares, and found not a 
'  manabroad, whereof incontinent they aduertiſed the Princes, who vpon this 

- newes wentto maſſe and afterward to dinner : but our ſcoutes were aſhamed of 
theirfirſt aduertiſement , notwithſtanding thedarknes of the day, together with 

the meſſage of the Page brought vnto vs ouer night,ſomwhat excuſed them. 
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How the King and the Earle of Charolois met together 
to treate of peace. 


{He treatie of peace continued ſtill, between the King and the 
Earle of Charolois eſpecially, becauſe the principall force of 
both the armies was theirs. The Princes demands were great: 
namely the Duke of Berries, who required all Normandy tor 
his partage, which the King would by no meanes condelcend 
vnto. The Earle of Charolois demanded the townes lituate 
| | © vpontheriuerof Somme : namely, Abbeuille, Amiens, Saint 
Quintin, Peronne, and the reſt that King Charles the 7. had engaged by the trea- *The Barles 
tic of Arr.c5to D. Philip of Burgundie, of whom King Lews had redeemed them Meaning was, 
for the ſumme of fower hundred thouſand crownes, not paſt three months be- — 
fore : but the Earle of Charolois alledged that during his life, the King could not deemethem 
redeeme them, * putting him alwaies in remembrance how much he was behol- c—_ = 


ding to the houſe of Burgundie, who receiued him when hee fled from King fe, becauſe 
they were 


Charles his father, turnilhed him ofmoney to maintaine his eſtate the ſpace of My were 
ſixe yeeres *, and accompanied him at his coronation to Reimes and Paris 3, pre pp 
whereforethe Earle of Charolois tooke the redeeming of theſe townes in very 2nd his heires 


Chap. 12. 


males. 


euill part. This treatie of peace was ſo followed , that one morning the King «5; n,. * 
came by water dire&tly oueragainſt our campe , leauing his horſemen that ac- of Burgundis 


companied him vpon the riuer (ide, and hauing in the barge with him beſides ?owedthe 
Dolphin be., 


the water men that rowed, onely fower or five perſons, namely Monſieur De ;, in his 


Lou, Monſieur De Montaubanthen admirall of Fraunce, and Monſieur De Nan- county 
moner y 


zovillet, with one or two more. The Earleof Charolois and Saint Paul ſtood on ," 27 


the other [ide of the riuer to receiue the King,who faid thus to the Earle of Cha- rens for his 
rolois, brother do.you aſſure me in the word of a Prinee, ( for the Earles firſt —_— 
wite was the King liſter +: ) whereunto the Earleanſwered,yea firas one brother ; King = 
{ſhould aſſure an other. Then the King and his company landed , the two Earles was crowned 
receiuing him honorably according to hiseſtate , and hee hauing words at will, —— 


began thus and ſaid : Brother, I know you to be a gentleman and of the houſe of * The Kings 


Fraunce:: why ſir, quoth the Earle? becauſe aid the K. when I ſent of late mine *f Peay "YI 
Ambaſſadors to mine vncle your father, & youto Liſle, where my fooliſh chan- A 
cellor Moruillier ſo much misbehaued himſelte roward you: you ſent nie word by £brrine; 
the Archbiſhop of Narbonne (who is a gentleman as his behauiour there well ods hen 
declared,)that before a yeere expired I ſhould repent me of the proud language Annal. Bury * 
the ſaid Moruillierthere vſed. You haue kept promiſe indeed,and that long before $1"*4* TN 
yy day : which words the King ſpake with a merrie cheerefull countenance ite was Jes 
nowing his nature with whom hetalked to be ſuch, that they would pleaſe him 5{ daughrer 
well, as vndoubtedly they did. Then the King proceeded farther ſaying, Iloue ,j _ | 
to deale with men that keep promiſe. Afterward he diſauowed Moruilliers words, by whom he 
ſaying that he had ſpoken beyond his commithon. To be ſhort the King walked _ _— 
along time between theſe two Earles : a great number of the Earle of Charolois med Marie + 
ſouldiers in armes ſtanding by, and marking diligently their behauiour. Atthis which — = 
meeting the Earles required the Duchie of Normandie, and the townes ſituate y1;; $174 wife 
vpon the riuer of Somme, with diuers other particular demands for them(elues, — my 7 


and certeine ouertures lately treated of for the common wealth of the realme,buz M** 2 - £ 
vponthoſethey ſtood leſt, for the weale publique was now turned into wealth King of Bog- 
Private, As touching Normandiethe King would hardly heare thereof, but he [306 by wig! 
granted the Earle of Charolois demaunds, and for his fake offered the Earle of 1, \gue. 
Saint | 


a 
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- Saint Paule the office of Conſtable: which communication ended , the King 
tooke to barge and returned to Paris, and the Earles to Conflans, departing each 
from otherin very courteous and loutng manner, 

Thus paſſed we the time, ſometime in peaceand ſometime in war, but notwith- 
ſtanding that the treatie otpeaceat la Grange aux Merciers where the commilli- 
oners vied te {it, were clean broken oft on both (ides: yet continued ſtill the com- 
munication aboue mentioned between the King and the Earle of Charolois, and 
meſſengers went between them notwithſtanding the war : for the Earle (ent to 
the King William of Bilche and Guillot Diufie, being both his owne feruants , bur ® 
yet beholding to the King : for when Duke Philip had baniſhed them, the King 
arthe Earle of Charolois requeſt entertained them. Many miſliked theſe ſen- ©: 
dings to and fro, fo far foorth that the Princes began-now to miſtruſt and aban- © 

"He meanech don each other, in ſuch ſort that had not onething happened ſoone after 5, they * 
theraking of had all departed with great diſhonor.T wiſe I ſaw them hold three ſeuerall aſlem- 4 

Roan men. blies in one chamber where they were together , wherewith the Earle of Charo- *' 
nextchaptes, 1Ois was maruellouſly offended : for he thought, ſeeing the greateſt force of this 
| armie was his, thatthey did him wrong to fit in counſell in his chamber, he being 
preſent, without calling himtoit : wherefore he debated this matter with the 
Lord of Contay a very wiſe gentleman, who aduiſed him to take ir patiently, be- 
cauſe it he ſhould alienare their mindes from him they cbnld better make their 
peace than he, adding that as he was the ſtrongeſt, ſo ought he to be the wiſeit, 
and farther counſelling him to do his endeuor by all meanes poſhble tor their 
continuance together in friend{hip, and in no wiſe to fall at variance with them, 
but to digeſt & winke at all theſe diſorders. Laſtly he told him that all men won- 
[. dered, yea his owne ſeruants, that ſo meane perſonages as the two aboue named 
x were imployed in ſo weightieaftaires: alleaging great danger to be therein, con- 
X ſidering how liberall a Prince he was with whom he had to deale. True it is that 
= this Contay hated 1/j1liam of Biſche, notwithſtanding herein he ſpake butas others |, 
"hh did,& I think verily not vpon malice but as the caſe required. The Earle of Cha- | 
. rolois followed his aduiſe, and began to ſport & paſtime with the Princes other- | 
wiſe than he had been accuſtomed, to ſhew rhem a cheerfull countenance, and ro Þ 
commune oftener both with them and their ſeruants,and ſure ſo was it requilite : 
for they ſtood cuen vpon the point to ſeuer themſelues. A wiſe man doth good 
ſeruice in ſuch a company, if he may be credited , neither can he be valued too 
deere, but I neuer knew Prince in my lifethat could finde the difference between 
man & man til he ſtood in need of men: & ifany happily do,yet make they no ac- 
count ofa wiſe man, bur place in authoritie about them thoſe whom they fauor 
better,either becauſe they are of equall yeeres with them, or ſeeke in all things to 
feede their humors, wherin they are often nuzled by the furtherers of their wan- 
ton pleaſures. But wiſe Princes will ſoone reforme themſclues when neede requi- 
reth, ſuch as were the K. our maſter, the Earle of Charolois at that time, K. Edw. 
of England, & diuers others : but theſe three eſpecially I haue ſeene at ſo low an 
ebbe, that they haue ſtood in great neede of thoſe whom before they deſpiſed. 
Notwithſtanding as touching the Earle of Charolois,after he was D. of Burgun- *? 
die, and highlier aduaunced by fortunes fauor than cuer was any of his predece® © 
ſors, and growen ſo greatthat he feared no Prince of his eſtate, God overthrew ©» 
him in all his glorie : and fo bereaved him ofhis wits,that he contemned all mens 
counle!l but his owne, whereby he miſerably ended his life, withagreat number { 
of his ſervants and ſubie&ts, leauing his houſe deſolate as you ſee. | 
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Chap. 13. How the citie of Roan by prattiſe was put into the Duke of Bowrbons 
hands, for the D. of Berry, and how the treatic of . 


Conflans was jully concluded. 


Ou ſhall now vnderſtand what mooued mee to diſcourſe ſo 
long of the dangers depending vpon thele treaties, and 
why I aduifed Princes to be wile and circumſpe&t whom 
they imploy in them, eſpecially him chat hath the worſe 
end ofthe (tafte. For while the commiſſioners fat to treat 

. ofpeace, by meanes whereof men met and communed to- 
gether : in ſteede of treating of peace ſome praQtiſed to 
yeeld the Duchie of Normandie to the Kings only bro- 

ther the Duke of Berry, to the end he might there take his partage, and reſtore 

Berry to the King, which enterpriſe was allo executed accordingly, forthe Lady 

of Brezey, the late Seneſchall ot Normandies widow , and certaine of her kins- 

folkes and ſeruants by her perſwaſton, recetued /ohn Duke of Bourbon into the 
caſtell of Roan,and tinally into the trowne, the which willingly conſented ro this 
mutation, as did alſo all the other townes and places in the countrey , a few ex- 
cepted. For the Normans haue euer beene and yetareof opinion , that it is re- 

quilite forthem (their countrie being ſo large) ro haue their Prince reſident a- 

mong them, neither deſire they any thing more: and ſure ir is a goodly thin 

and arich: for my ſelfe haue knowne the reuenues thereot nine hundred and fit- 
rie thouſand franks, * and ſome ſay they are _ 


hl 


I That is 


Afﬀeer the towne was reuolted , all che inhabitants gaue their oath to the D. of '* "——_ 
Bourbon as the Duke of Berries lieutenant, ſaue the bailiffe of the towne named ſterling. 


Ona#e ( who had been a groome ofthe Kings chamber in Flaunders and neere a- 
bout him ) and another called Willzzm Piquart,afrerward generall ofNormandie, 
and the high Seneſchall of Normandie that now is , who alſo departed to the 
King againſt his mothers will, who ( as you haue heard ) was the chiefe author 
of thecitizens reuolt, When the King heard this newes he reſolued to make 
peace, ſeeing he could not vndoe that was already done, Wherefore inconti- 
nent he ſent word tothe Earle of Charolois being in his campe, that hee would 
gladly ſpeake with him, and appointed the hower when he would meete him in 
the fields by Conflans, neereto the ſaid campe, at which hower he came, accom- 
ome with an hundred horſe, all in manner Scottiſh men of his garde. The 
arle of Charolois mer him with a ſmall traine without any ceremonie,notwith- 
ſtanding many ofhis ſeruants went after him, ſo that in the end his companie 
was greater than the Kings, but he cauſed them to ſtay a prettie way off, and 
when the King and he had walked togerthera while, the King told him that the 
peace was already made, and aduertiſed him of all that was hapned at Roan, 


. (Cwhereofthe Earle as yer vnderſtood nothing) adding that notwithſtanding he 


would never willingly have granted his brother fo large a partage : yet now ſee- 
ing the Normans themſelues had madethis mutation, he would agree thereunto, 
and paſſe thetreatie in maner and form, as before at divers meetings was deuiſed, 
for as touching the other articles they had to agree vpon, they were but trifles. 
The Earle of Charolots was glad of theſe newes, for hisarmie lay in great diftreſſe 
of vittailes, but more of money, and had not this hapned, all theſe Princes had 
been forced to depart with great dilhonor. Notwithſtanding to the Earle of 


Charolois the ſame day, or withintwo or three daies after came a new _— 
oth 
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both of men and money, ſent him by Duke Phil his father out of Burgundie, 
vnder theleading of the Lord of Saueules, being {ixe ſcore. men of armes, and 
fiftegne hundred archers, and fix ſcore thouſand crownes vpon ten ſumprer hor- 
ſes, with great ſtore of bowes and arrowes, which furniſhed reaſonably well the 


Burgundians armie, who ſtood in great doubt that the other princes would 


make peace without them. 
This communication of peace pleaſed fo well both the King and the Earle of 
Charolois, and fo deſirous they were ( as I haue heard the Earle himſelte ay, ) to 


| conclude the treatie, that they marked not which way they waiked , bur rode 


ſtraightroward Paris, ſo fartoorth , that they entred into a great bulwarke of 
wood and earth, that the King had cauſed to be made a good way without the 
rowne, attheend ofa trench, by the which lay a way into the towne. The Earle 
was accompanied only with | waa or fiue perſons, who were much abaſhed 
when they ſaw themſelues within the bulwarck : notwithſtanding , himſelfe ler a 
good face on the matter. But when this newes came to the campe the wholear- 
mie began to mutter, and the Earle of $. Paule, the marſhall of Burgundie, the 
Lord of Contay, the Lord of Haulr-bourdin, and diuers others aſſembled toge- 
ther, blaming greatly both the Earle, and thoſe thar accompanied him of this 
folly, & alleadging the incomuenience that hapned to his grandfather at Monte- 
reau-faut-Yonne in the preſence of King Charles the ſeuenth. Wherefore incon- 
tinent they — all the ſoldiers that were walking abroad in the fields to 
retire into their campe. And the marſhall of Burgundie ſurnamed Neuf-chaſtel 
faid thus : though this fooliſh harebrained yoong Prince be gone to caſt away 


. himſelfe : yet let vs prouide that his houſe, his fathers eſtate, and we our (clues 


fall not inco danger : wherefore mine aduiſe is thateuery man repaire to his lod- 
ging, and be in areadines, baniſhing all feare whatſocuer happen. For wee are 
ſtrong inough if we ſeuer not, to retire to the marches of Henault, or Picardie, 
or into Burgundie. When he had thus ſaid, heand the Earle of Saint Paul moun- 
ted on horſebacke; and walked out ofthe campe to ſee if they could deſcrioany 
body comming from Paris : where after they had ſtood a while, they diſcouered 
fortieor fiftie horſes being certaine of the Kings ſeruants , as well archers as 0- 
thers that waited backe vpon the Earle of Charolois: who ſo ſoone as he percei- 
ued theſe to approch, cauſed the French to returne : he ſtoode in awe of the mar- 
ſhall, becauſe he vſed to giue bim very ſharpe language, neither feared ſome- 
times to tell him that he was but lent him during his fathers life. Wherfore min-« 
ding now to preuent him, he faid thus, Chide me not, Iacknowledge my great 
follic, but I was hard by the bulwarke before I wiſt. Bur this notwithſtanding 
the marſhall aid moreto his face, then he had ſpoken behind his backe, and ſure 
he was a faithfulland a truſtic knight. The Earle anſwered nothing but helde 
downe his head, andentred into his campe where they were all glad of his re- 
turne, and commended the Kings faith : and ſure it is to berhought that both 
the King and the Earle had greatregard of their honor, conſidering that each of 
them putting himſelfe into others hands : Yet neither of them received harme, 
notwithſtanding the Earle never after returned vnder the Kings power. 
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Chap. 14. How the treatie of pence was concluded betweene the King, and 
the Earle of Charolox and his confeder ates. 


Favf N theend all matters were fully concluded, and the next 
1 dayas the Earteof Charolors was making his muſters to «T1, 0.7 
© know what number he had loſt : ſuddenly rhe King ac- was fore 


companied with thirtie or forty hork,came thither with. *< #tof Oc- 
, 6 n tober, the c 6- 
out warning giuen, and rid 'about to view all the bands qwon; wher: 


(IS F/@9 oneakicr another, fauethe Marſhals 'of Burgundie who of «ads 
RY RN loued him not: becauſe not long before the King haning ws h 
ICIS . , = K 3 37, here ne 

once giuen Hit Penal in' Lorain, tooke itafterivard a- ſub, tharby 

gaine from him to beſtow vpon 7ohn Duke of Calabria greatly to the ſaid Mar: this treatie | 


* Flaunders 


thals damage. The King (acknowledging his etror) by littleand little reconci- was cxempe 
led himſelfe ro the wiſe and valiant knights thathad ferued rhe King his father, ffs the Kage 


oucraigntie, 


and whom he at his firft comming tothe crowne had difplaced, whereforethey ph fub 
were with the Princes in armes agaitift him.- Farther it was agreed thatthe next Pegrafſws 
day the Kingſhould come to the Caſtell of Vincennes, and likewiſcall the Prin- $74 #3S- A 
ces that were to do him homage : for whoſe ſafetie the ſaid Caſtell ſhould be pur 13h: 
into the Earle of Charolois hands, according to which agreement thenext mor- 879%, Luis 


Virimpmes reſore 


ning thither came the King,and likewife all che Princes none being abfent the ,,, cljrmar ae 
porch and gate being manned with Burgundians well armed :there the treatie r-mivts 199 po- 
of peace was concluded. * The Lord Charles did the King homage for the Du- ap 


| , : 4 alſo may wel 
chie of Normandie, and the Earle of Charolois for the rownes in Picardie a- apperns to be 


boue mentioned, as did allo all the reſt that had homage to doe, and the Earle of > ><cauſe 


S. Paul rooke his oth for the office of Conſtable: bur according ro the common _— 


rouebe, neuer was ſo plentifull a marriage fealt, but ſome departed vndined, for cur amhor, 


cere ſome had what them luſted, and others nothing. The King receiued into LL—_ 


his ſeruice certaine gentlemen that ſerued his brother, and alſo certaine meane rreatie, the 


perſons, but the greateſt part remained ſti} with his aid brother the new Duke < N 


of Nortnandie and the Duke of Britaine, who went tv Roan to take poſſeſſion, and Himber- 
Attheir departure from the Caſtell of Vincennes they tooke theirleaue each of court being 


impriſoned 


other, and returned to their lodgings : farther, all letters, pardons, and other MF on 
writings ſeruing for the confirmation of the peace were made. On oneday de- ned by the 

parted all theſe three Princes , the Duke of Normandie and Britaine firſt into (7***n5 of 
Normandie, and the Duke of Britaitie from thence into his owne countrie, and pexledte the 
theEarle of Charolois into Flaunders. But when the Earle was ready to take Parlmentof 
horſe, the King meaning effetually tothew how greatly he deſired his friend- — 


ſhip came ro him and accompanied him to Villiers-k-bell,a village fower leagues wihilanding 
from Paris, where both theſe Princes lodged that night. The Kings traine was — 
very ſmall,but he commandedtwo hundred menof armes ro follow him to con- or valawiull, 
pey him backe : whereof the Earle of Charolois being aduertifed as he went to or whether 4 
bed, fell into great ſuſpicion thereof, and commanded a greatnumber ofhis fer- ar —_ 

uantsto be in armes. Thus you ſee how vnpoſhible it is for two grear Princes to time for ſafery 


agree, becauſe ofthe ſaſpicions tales and reports that are daily and howrely bea- Þ* mann 


ten! into their heads, Wherfore two Princes that Jefire rocontinue in friend{hip triends would 
ought neuer to come together, but to imploy vertiwins and wile men berweene 9clwcrthem, 

| Ys or the King 
happily, thereby to reconer his former ſoueraigntie: Tleaue heete to diſcuſſe, Notwithſtanding if any ſuch condition were 
in the rreatie of Conflans, as Myer reporteth, in my imple —_ theſe two wiſe men would not have appealcd con 
trarie ro it, and thereby have made the canſe of the death inſt rbough þefore vaiuſt , by violating cis priuilege , and ſo in« 
fringing the liberties of the ſtate of Flaunders obtained by this treatie of the King. 


them, 
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them, who will encreaſetheir amitie, & repaireall ſuch breaches as ſhall happen. 

The next morning the two Princes tooke theit lcaue cach of other with much 

courteous and wiſe talke, and the King returned to Paris accompanicd with the 

* The King men ofarmesaboue mentioned, called thither for that purpoſe , whereby here- 
perivade@ he nooucd all ſuſpicion the Earle had conceiued of their comming. Theſaid Earle 


JEgeOIS TO TC 


bellnJune , rodetowards Compiengne and Noyon, being receiued by the Kings comman- 
ray. which dementintoall the rownes he paſſed by. From thence hee marched ro Amiens 
Lime tow  wherethey did him homage, as did allo allthe other townes vpon the riuer of 


Tamic ſom DL OT WO; . : , ; 
mer the Farle $Omme, and the tertitories in Picardy reſtored to him by this treatie, which the 
_ ren King not paſt nine moneths before had redeemed for the ſumme of fower hun- 


chereby ro dred thouſand crownes, as before you haue heard. This done, he marched in- 


- 


withdealy the COntineht into the countrie of IEge, becauſe they had by the ſpace of fiueor ſix 


Farle of Ch þ as ; . 
arihrherg moneths made war ypon his father in his abſence, in the countries of Namur 


France bome, and Brabant, where alſo they had ſlaine certaine of his ſubieRs * : but becauſe 


— the winter approached he could do no great exploit , notwithſtanding a number 
- s 


abour mid of villages were burnt, and divers {mall ouerthrowes giuen to the ſaid Liegeois, 
Avgult dfizd ,hercupon they madea treatie with the Duke of Burgundic, and for perfor- 


he'Duke'st- ya" 
Bucgurrhie, mance thereof (tood bound to him in a great ſumme of money. This done, the 
hung : ole Farle of Charolois returned into Brabant. 

image oh” | ; 

gib / with vile reprochfull words. Reade Annal. Burgund. fol. goo. and Meyer fol. 337.pag 2. but ſoone after, namely rg, 
ORAob: he ſame yeereche D. of Burgundie by the conduRof the Earle of Naſſau the Seneichalof Hainmwltzthe Lords of Sru- 
ruſe, Gaſebecque, and Rubempregwe them an ouerthrow ar Montenac where they loſt 2209, men: wherefoce lecing their 
forces broken, and the Earle of Charotois returned home, they defired peace which they obtained 22. TJannarij anno 1466. 
as bur author in this chapter maketh mention, and likewiſe Meyer fol. z 48. and Annal, Burzwnd, fol, $09. where allo reade the 
conditions ofthe peace, but this peace the ſame yeere about Tune they brake againe, by aiding them of Dinand » azinthe (c- 
cond bake our author ferrech foorth-at large. 


e.. of 


& $4# &Þ +% 


Chap. 15. How by the diuiſion that hapned betweene the Duk:s of Britaine 
_ IDRUL: and Normanidie, the King recouered the ſaid Duchie 
aid; 01a 25; 2 | which he had giuen+ his brother. 


Ow to returne to the Dukes of Normandie and Bri- 
taine, who after their departure from Bois. de-Vin- 
cennes, wenttogether as you haueheard tq take poſ- 
ſeſhon of Normandie. You ſhall vnderſtand that 
immediately after their entrie into Roan, they fellat 


' He nieanech variance abour, partition of the bootie *, for the 
by the booty, 

rs > he. knights aboue mentioned were yet with them, who 
Normaudee, being accuſtomed vnder King Charles the ſeuenth, 


to liue in great authoritie, and enioy goodly offi- 
| ces: thought now, ſeeing this enterpriſe at an end, 
and themſeclues vnreſtored to the Kings fauor, to be aduanced by the new Dukes 
of Normandie, wherefore they gaped for the beſt offices in the countric as due 
to them. On the otherlidethe Duke of Britaine thought it reaſon that part of 
them ſhould bear his diſpoſition, becauſe the greateſt burden of theſe wars had 
lien ypon his ſhoulders. To be ſhort, the fire ſo kindled berweene them, that 
the Duke of Britaine for ſafetie of his perſon was forced to retire ro mont Saint 
Katherine necreto.Roan, where alſo the Duke of Normandies men with the ci- 
tizens of Roan wereaboutto beſiege him; ſothat in the end he was forced to re; 
tirethe high way to Britaine, Of this diuiſion the King being aduertiſed , fur- 
thered it I warrant you to the vttermoſt ofhis power ( for he was maſter in this 
Arte) andin the meanetime approched with his armie necre to the countrie, 
wherupon 


$ 
by 
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whereupon thoſe that held the ſtrong places began to yeeld them to him, there- Re - you 
by to recouer his fauour, 1 (peake of theſe matters vpon the Kings owne FePOrE, Brraine hat 4, 
for my (elfe was not preſentatthem. Buttojproceede, the King practiſed with Mre Caen, 
the D. of Britaine ( who held certaine ofthe (trong places in baſe Normandie * ) — 
vtterly to abandon his brother,for concluſion whereofthey were together a cer- ? Some copies 
raine ſpaceat Caen, where they madeartreatie, by the which, the ſaid towne of _ _ 
Caen and diuers other places remained in the L. of Leſcuts hands, with a cer- 914 Cpic and 
raine number of ſoldiers in pay, but this treatie was ſo contfuled,that I thinke nei- 4+ ' Arche 
ther partievnderſtood it throughly well. Thus returned the Duke of Bricaine j*0i% 
into his owne countrey, and the King bent his whole force againſt his brother Centron, and 
the Duke'of Normandy, who ſeeing himſelte vnable to withitand him, and that — ruden 
the King had already taken Pont del Arche and diuers other places in the coun- 11,6. ma. 
tric, determined to tie into Flaunders. The Earle of Charolois was yet at Sain- meth tin La- 
&ron 3, alittle towne in the countrie of Liege, where he was maruellouſly bu- — 
fied, tor his armie was all broken andout of order, and part thereof, notwith- n«m Tradeni, 
ſtanding the winter, in warre againſt the Liegeois. T his variance betweenethe _ — 
two Dukes aboue mentioned much troubled him, for he defired nothing more ;,, : the 1 
then to ſee a Dukeoft Normandie, becauſe thereby the King ſhould loſe the *nt name in 
third toote of his realme ? wherefore hee levied men in Picardie to put into JAee Bren 
Dieppe, but before they were readie, he that held the towne yeelded it by com- ioreir isr0be 
polition to the King, who by this meanes recouered all the Duchic ot Norman- _— 
dic faue thoſe places that the Lord of Leſcut held by the treatie of Caen. hes wo 
Oecn. 
Chap. 16, How the new Duke of Normanidie returned into Britaine in very 
poore eſtate, and utterly diſcouraged, becauſe he 


had failed of vis enterpriſe. 


$ He Duke of Normandie was oncedetermined (as you hane 
heard ) to flie into Fiaunders, but at that very inſtant the D, 
of Britaine and he reconciled themſclues, acknowledging 
both {of them their errors, and well perceiuing all K. 
@ things by diuiſton to periſh and come to naught. And ſure 
) in mineopinion itis almoſt impoſhble, that many Princes 
. of equall eſtate being together ſhould long continue in 
triendſkip and amitie, vnlefle they haue ſuperior ouer them, whoalſo muſt bee 
wiſe and well eſteemed, to theend he may hold them in due obedience. I haue 
my {cite {cene many examples heereof, and theretore ſpeake not vpon heareſay. 
Belides that, common experience prooueth that we areall naturally enclined to 
fall at variance to our owne harme, not regarding the inconueniences that enſue 
thereof, which is a generall faultthrough the whole world. Wherefore in mine 
opinion a wiſe Prince hauing ten thouſand men at his commandement, and 
knowing how to gouernethem, is moreto be feared and eſteemed than (ix Prin- 


' T\//1 


ces confederate together, with each of them ten thouſand, becauſe ſo many mat- 


ters fall in queſtion betweene them, that all good occaſions are loſt, before they 


can reſolue vpon any thing. b 


Thus returned the Duke ofNormandie into Britaine in very pooreeſtate,and 


vtterly abandoned of allthe Knights aboue mentioned that had ſerued the King 
his father. For they made their peace with the King, and were better entertai- 
ne2 by him than euer they had beene in his fathers time. Theſe two Dukes were 


were wiſe after the hurt received ( as the common prouerbe faith ofthe _— 
E an 


a Su —— 
- — j——_ 


—-—2- 


— 
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and liued together in Britaine, being gouerned by the Lord of Leſcut their prin- 
cipall ſeruant. Anddivers ambaſſadors ran betweene the King and them, and 
berween them and the Earle of Charolois, and likewiſe between the King and 
the Duke of Burgundie, ſome to learne newes, ſome to corrupt one anothers ſer- 
uants and ſubies,and ſome for divers other euill purpoles,and all vnder colour 
of good faith. Somealſo went with good intent truſting to pacitie theſe trou- 
bles, which ſure was great (implicitie in them to thinke themſelues wiſe and ſufh- 
cient ynough by their preſence to appeaſe Princes ſo great, ſo ſubtill, and ſo well 
acquainted with all ſorts of fine pradtiſes as theſe were, eſpecially neither partie 
ndining to reaſon. But ſomethereare ſo blinded with vaine glory, that they 
thinke themſcluesable io deale in matters thar oftentimes they a ow not : 
for their Maſters do not alwaies diſcouer to them the bottome oftheir thoughts. 
To ſuch it often happeneth that they go but to furniſh the feaſt, yea many times 
to their owne coſt : for euer one bl dliow or other accompanicth them , that 
hath ſome ſecret praiſe apart, at the leaſt thus hauvel ſeene the matter ordered 
at all times and in all places where I haue been. Wherefore as I ſaid before , that 
Princes oughtto be circumſpet whom they imploy in their affaires : ſo ſay I 
now, thatthoſe thatare imployed ought to take heede how they negotiatein 
Princes buſineſſes. And who fo can ſhift off the charge, vnleſſe he vnderſtandit 
chroughly well, and perceiue his Maſter to be well aftefted thereunto, is to be ac- 
counted wiſe: for I haue knowne many a good man ina pecke of troubles with 
ſuch affaires. Princes alſo I haue ſcene oftwo contrarie diſpoſitions , the one (o 
ſubtill and ſuſpicious, that a man can neuer be acquainted with their humor, for 
they thinkeall the world benttodecceiue them : the other truſt their ſeruants well 
ynough, but themſeluesare ſogroſſe and vnderſtand (© little of their owne af- 
fires, that they know not whodoththem good ſeruice or bad , whereby they 
alter their mindes in a moment from loue to hatred , and from hatred to loue. 
And notwithſtanding that of either fort few are good & conſtant: yet I for my 
part had rather live vnder the wiſe than the fooliſh: becauſe there are more waies 
to auoide their diſpleaſure, and recouer their fauour loſt : but with the ignorant 
a man can deuiſeno ſhift, for no man dealeth with thewſelues in any matter, 
but altogether with their ſeruants, whom alſo they change as oft as the winde. 
Notwithſtanding in thoſe countries where ſuch Princes raigne,all men are of 
dutic bound to ſerueand obey them. Wherefore all things conſidered, 
our _ hope ought to be in God : for he alone is conſtant, 
heonly is good : but this leſſon we learne too late : yea 
neuer before we neede his helpe, notwith- 
ſtanding it is beteer late 1 
than neuer. { 


THE SECOND BOOKE. 


Chap. 1. Of the wars betweene the Burgundians and Liegeois, and how the 
towne of Dinand was taken, ſacked, and raſed. 


Mmediately after theſe troubles aboue mentioned, 

endedin Fraunce,the Duke of Burgundie yeere by 

yeere had warrewith the Liegeois, againſt whom 

when the King ſaw him buſied : he vſually atremp- 

red ſomeenterpriſe againſt the Britons, lending al- 

ſo ſome ſmall aideto the faid Liegeois : wherupon 

the Duke foorthwith either turned his force againſt 

the King toſuccour his confederates , or they con- 

cluded ſometreatie or truce. Now you ſhall vnder- 5 5: 

ſtand that in the yeere 1466. Dinand was taken » ne _ 

by the Duke of Burgundie, * being a towue in the madethe 22, 

SSD country of Liege ſtrong and rich tor the bigneſle 5 29mm 

thereof, by reaſon of their greattrade of copper workes, commonly called Di- wherot men- 
nandrie, being pots, pans, and ſuch like implements. Philip Duke of Burgundie 7991s made 
(whodied inthe moneth of Iunethe yeere 1 467) in his extreame age was borne Cha VE. 
chither ina litter, ſo much hated he the ſaid rowne, becaule of their great cruelty laſt booke, 
vied againſt his ſubieQts in the county of Namur, eſpecially againſt a little ctowne OUS 
called Bouuines, ſituate within a quarter of a league of Dinand, and ſeuered on- che Liegeois * 
lie with the river of Maze. For not long beforethe time I now write of, they of Þakeas heere 
Dinand beſieged the ſaid rowne of Bouuines ( the riuer running betweene * ) — 
the ſpace of eight, months , committed many cruell murthers in the countrie they hung vp 
thereabout, and ſhot all that ſpace continually with two Bombards, and other 1c T8*o, 
great peeces of artillerie into the towne : ſo that the poore people were conſtrai- hisſon, with 
ned toſauethemſelues in their ſellers, and thereto abide. Ir is almoſt incredible tbe moſt bare 
how great hatred was between theſe two townes, notwithſtanding thattheir a 


children vſually married together, becauſe there was no other good towne neere nd yr 
card of, 


them. Read Annal. 


The yeere before the deſtrution of Dinand being the ſame ſommer, the Earle 2.y.mg. pay, 
of Charolois came before Paris with the Princes of Fraunce as before you haue oy 9124 
heard : they made atreatie with the Duke of Burgundie, whereby they agreed ; bed 


to giue himacertaine ſumme ofmoney to abandon their league with the citie of (© their intol. 
Liege, and to gouernetheir eſtate apart, a manifeſt token of imminent deſtruQi- —_— 


on, when they that ought to continue together in amitie , ſeuer themſclues and beg. 
forſakeeach other, which I ſpeake as well to great Princes in league together as to —— 
townes and commonnalties. But becauſe I ſuppoſe euery man to haueſeeneand paſſe __ 
read a number of examples to this purpoſe, I will lightly paſſe over this dif mts the = 
courſe, onely noting by the way that King Lew our Maſter was the fineſt and — 
cunningeſt Prince in diſſoluing friendſhip between men thar ever I knew, for he fore they 
ſpared neither money, goods, nor trauell, but labored as well the ſeruants as the pruny their 
maſters. Now to returne tothehiſtorie, they of Dinand ſoone repented them \,.;. ue 
ofthe treaty aboue mentioned, for they cruelly put to death fower of their beſt fide of the ri- 
citizens that had been the chiefeperſwaders © 7 ons thereunto, and began war OE 
anew in the _ of Namur : wherefore partly for theſe conliderations, and the rowne, 
partly becauſe of the earneſt ſolicitation of the citizens of Bouuines , D. Philip "ot ro - 
laid the ſtege before the towne, but the charge ofthe wholearmie was _—_—_ wb 

E 2 ce 
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ted to his ſonne. Thither came alſo from his owne houſe the Earle of S. Paul 
Conſtable of Fraunce to aidethe Duke, not by the Kings commandement, nor 
with the men ofarmes that were vnder his charge, but with ſuch torce only as he 
had leuied inthe marches of Picardie. Oncethey of Dinand madea proud fallie, 
and were repulſed to their great loſle: and theeight day after the rowne being 
? Dinand was maruellouſly beaten with the canon was taken by aſſault, 3 ſothat their friends 
takenin 3% hadnotleifure to bethinke them whether they thould aide them or not. The 
Hal te Towne was burnt and raſed, and the priſoners being to the number of cight hun- 
«gd —_ dred,drowned before Bouuines. 4 Surethe reuenge was cruell ypon them, bur 
& the Dukes Ithinke God had ſo ordeined it becaule of their great wickednes. 
armie before The next day after the towne was taken, the Liegeois came thither with great 
ron, torce 5 to ſuccour it, contrarie to their promile : for by the treatie aboue menti- 
ſand men, Oned, they and the towne of Dinand had abandoned each other. Duke Philip 
m_ ohe _ —_ _ 78 _ home, but = —_— oy _ armie _ 
-4red 3row. CQEd againſt the Liegeois whom wee met ſooner than wee looked for. For 
_ before | our vaward miſſed the way for lacke of guides, by meanes whereof _ 
Gounres,  batrell mer firſt withthem, wherein werethe principall leaders of our armie. Ir 
that hanged Was almoſt night when wearriued at the place where they lodged : yet notwith- 
"p the nas p—_—_ = — —_— = _ V ay inſtant _ ſentambaſ- 
2-4his fonne fadors to the Earle of Charolois, deliring him for the honour of the virgine Ma- 
with ſuch re- 7ic, whoſe euen that was, to haue ——_— vpon this poore people, exculing 
3 +” their fault the belt they could. Yer this notwithſtanding their armie made ſhew 
5 TheLiege- as though rhey delired the battell, and their behauior ſeemed cleane contrarieto 
irs their ambaſſadors requeſt. Bur after the ſaid ambaſſadors had paſſed twiſe or 
* dn 4» thriſe betweene them and vs, they concluded te obſerue the treatie made the 
nel. Burg, but yeere before, and to giue the Duke a certaine ſumme of money, tor performance 


6p ofthe which conditions, betterthan the former, they promiſed to deliuer to the 
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 rthintythou- Earle by eight ofthe clocke the next morning three hundred hoſtages , 5 named 
i fand. ina role by their Biſhop and certaine of his ſeruancs being in our campe. This 
- Ones Y night ourarmie was in great troubleand feare, for our campe was neither forti- 
_—” fied nor incloſed ,- belides that, we lay ſcattered here and there, and ina place 


much for the Liegeois aduantage, who wereall footemen, and knew the coun- 
trey better than we. Some oftthem deſired to aſſault vs, and in mine opinion if 
they had ſo done, they mought ealily haue defeated vs, but their ambaſſadors 
that intreated for peace brake oft that enterpriſe. 

By breake of day our armie was come together, and our battailes tood in very 
good order. Our torce wasgreat, for we were three thouſand men of armes good 
and bad, and twelue or thirteene thouſand archers, beſides great force of toote- 
men, ofthe countries thereabout. We marched ſtraight vpon our enemies with 
intent either to receiue the hoſtages, or giue them batrell if they refuſed to deli- 
ver them. Weefound them ſeuered into ſmall bands, and in greatdiſorder , as 
a people obedient to no mans commandement. Noone drew neere, the hoſta- 
ges being yet vndeliuered. Wherefore the Earle of Charolois asked the 
Marſhall of Burgundie there preſent, whether he ſhould aflaultthem : who an- 
fwered yea, alledging that they mought now be diſcomfited without danger, & 
that no conſcience was to be made in the matter, ſceing the fault was theirs. The 
like aduiſe gaue alſo the Lord of Contay, adding that he ſhould neuer hauethem 
at ſuch aduantage,and ſhewing him how they went ſcattered heere and therein 
ſmall bands, wherefore he counſelled him without farther delay to inuade them. 
Bur the Earle of $. Paul Conſtable in Fraunce, being asked his aduiſe,was ofthe 

contrary 
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I contrary opinion, ſaying, that if he aſſailed them, he ſhould do againſt his honor 7This peace 
r and promiſe, becauſe ſuch anumber of people could not ſo ſoone agree vpon the 3s conclu» 
E deliucric of ſo many hoſtages. Wherefore he held it beſt to ſend againe tothem cn wy 
> ro know what they would do. The Earle of Charolois debated this matter long an. 1466. the 
g with himſclfe. On the one fide he ſaw his ancient and mortall enemies defeated c— 
s withour all danger, but on the other ſide, he feared the ſtaining of his honor if he fol.; whe 
Ce fhould inuade them. In the end he ſent a trumpeter to them , who met with the *-4»»«l. Bur- 
[= hoſtages vpon the way , whereupon the wars ended , and cuery man returned #,042288%5: 
IT home, bur the ſoldiers were much offended with the Conſtables adviſe, farthey the widdeſt 
faw a goodly bootic before them+ Incontinent, .ambaſſadors were lent to Liege ol ON 
It ro confirme the peace 7 : but the people being inconſtant and wauering, vaunted being _ 
1- thatthe Earledurſt not fight with them , and diſcharged harquebuſes vpon his 'Þ*y brake 
ip ambaſſadors, and entreated them very ill. But the Earle returned into Flaunders, hw og 
= and this ſommer dicd his father 5, for whom he made a great and folemne fune- 1 46 7. 
y rall at Bruges, and aduertiſed the King of hisdeath. | * Dube Phil 
IT ofTune 1 467. Annal. Purgund, Brrlandus, De Ia Marche. Meyer ſarth the 16. of July , Gegwivin one place ſaith Tune — 
Ic - therthe 14. of Iuly, he gouerned g8. yeeres, liued 71. Meyer. Farther here 15 to benored thatinthus place, our author begin= 
1. neth the yeere 1467. for that yecre died the Duke as he ſaith before inthis chapter, and theſe wordes , wherc he ſauh, Andthis 
ſommer died his father, haue not relation to the ſame ſommer Dinand was taken, and the peace made yeith the Liegeois. for if 
w_ the Duke had Gied that Sommer, he could not haue beene at the raking of Dinand, for Dinand was taken in Auguſt, and then 
"Mi the Duke dying in June, muſt have been dead before, if he had died that ſommer : but theſe words haue relacion to the Earle of 
'S _— returne into Flaunders which was in the b_ of the Sommer anno. 1467, for the peace was made 1, Septem= 
er 1466. and all that winter ( to the end he might make all ſure at Liege : ) he remained in thoſe countries, 2nd inthe begin= 
WW ning of the next lommer, anno 1467. returned into Flaunders, and in Tuncaſter died his father. Thus mnth I have been forced 
0 £0 lay, leaſt our author by ſlipping over that rvinter becauſe nothing was doge in it, ſhould feeme to write contrarieties; 
Ir 
1C Chap. 2. How the Liegeois brake the peace with the Duke of Burgunaie then Earle 
ce of Charologs, aud how he diſcomfited them in battell, 
1C 
d Y Vring theſe wars and euer after, many ſecret and newpraQi- 
US ? ſes were entertained betweene theſe Princes. The Kin 
_ was maruellouſly offended with the Dukes of Britaine as 
ce Burgundie, by meancs whereof they could hardly heare 
n- —_—_ another : for oftentimes their meſſengers were 
if ſaied, and intime of war forced to go by ſea our of Bri- 
rs taine into Flannders, or at leaſt to paſſe out of Britaine in- 
 toEngland, and ſototrauell by land to Douer, and thereto 
ry croſſe ouer to Calice : for they could not paſſethenext way through Fraunce 
d without great danger. But during allthe ſpace of twenty yeeres or more , that 
_ theſe Princes were at variance, ſometime in open war, and ſometime in a diſſem- 
ch bled truce, wherein each partic comprehended their confederates: God ſhewed 
li- ſo greatfauor to the realme of Fraunce, that the ciuill wars in England werenot 
as yer fully ended , notwithſtanding that they began fifteene yeeres before, 
a= and had continued with cruell and bloodie barrels, wherein many a good man 
he loft his life. For you ſhall vnderſtand, that there were in England two houſes 
N- thatclaimed the crowne, to wit, Lancaſter and Yorke : for the which cauſe both 
& the partics proclaimed their enemies traitors , and the diuvifion of thele two 
he houſes was the preſeruation of the eſtare of Fraunce : for doubr you not bur 
08 that this zealme had ſuſtained great troubles if the Engliſh men had beene 
in in ſuch eſtate then as in times paſt. But to returne againe to our matrer, 
Mm. the Kings chicfe deſire was to conquere Britaine, both becauſeir ſeemed cafier 


m to be ſubdued, and c flefle defence than this houſe of Burgundie, and alſo bec nul 
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the Britons recciued all his euill willers, namely his brother, and other his cnemies 

_ thathadincelligence in hisrealme. Wherefore he pratiſed continually with the 

Duke of Burgundic, making him diuers offers if he would forſake the Britons, and 

namely that he would in like maner abandon the Liegeois, and all other the 

Dukes enemies. VWhereunto the Duke of Burgundic would not agree, but made 

a new voiage againſt the Liegeois, becauſe they had againe broken the peace, 

tThe new and taken and ſpoiled a towne called Huy *, and chaſed his men out of it, not- 
copic hath withſtanding the hoſtagesdeliueredthe yeere before vnder paine of death, and 
old and ts thegreatſummeof money they had bound themſelues to forteite, if they brake 
M.rchenawe the ſaid treatie. The Dukelevied his armie about Louvain in Brabant, and vpon 
more the marches of Liege, whither came to him from the King the Earle of Sainc 
Huyum, Meyer Paule Conſtable of Fraunce (now become wholy French , and reſiding altoge- 
an DER ther with the King ) accompanied with Cardinall Balwe and other, who aduertiſed 
-oodaurhors, him that the Liegcois were the Kings confederates, and Comprehended in the 
| truce : Wherefore the King would ſuccour them if he inuaded them. Notwith- 
ſtanding they offered if he would abandon the Dukes of Berric aud Britaineto the 

King, that the King would then abandon the Liegeois to him. Their audicnce - 

was ſhort and in open court, neither ſtaied they aboue one day. The Duke excu- 
ſedhimſelfe, and accuſed the Liegeois with breach of the peace, alledging that 

they had inuaded his dominions, wherefore he ſaw no reaſon why he ſhould not 

be reuenged on them without forſaking his confederates , and this was his anſwer 

for that time. Againethe _ after their arriuall, the Duke being ready to 

take horſe, rold them that he humbly beſought the King to attempt nothing a- 

gainſt the Duke of Britaine, whereunto the Conſtable replied and ſaid , fir you 

chooſe not but take all, for you will make waf at your pleaſure vpon our friends, 

and conſtraine vs to lie ſtill and not inuade our enemies as you do yours, it may 

not be ſo, neither will the King endureit. Then the Duke taking his leaue ſaid 

thus againe, the Liegeois are aflembled together, and within three daics I looke 

for the batrell, if I be ouerthrowne, I am ſure you will do after your accuſtomed 

maner : bur if the viftory fall on my ſide, the Britaines ſhall live quictly by you. 

Which talke ended ; he mounted on horſebacke, and the ambaſſadors repaired to 

their lodgings, to make them ready to depart. The Duke marched in armes from 

Louvaine with great force, andlaid his fiege before a towne called Sainfron, his 

power was maruellous grear, for all the ſtrength of Burgundic was come to him, 

ſo that this armie was far greater than any other thatThad ſeene with him before. 

A little before his departure, he debated with his counſell , whether he ſhould 

put the Liegeois hoſtages todeath, or what he ſhould do with them. Some gaue 

aduiſe to kill them all, eſpecially the Lord of Contay fo often aboue mentioned, 

whom Ineuer heard ſpeake ſo cruelly as at that preſent. Wherefore it is neceſſary 

for a Prince tohaue more than one ofhis counſell, for the wiſeſt erre, yea,and that 

often. Otherwhiles becauſe they are partiall to the matters debated through ha- 

ered or loue,ſometime becauſe they ſeeke to contrary ſome one that hath ſpoken 

before them , poſhble alſo their bodies may be cuill diſpoſed, for it is not to bee 

held for counſell that isgiuen after dinner. But you will ſay , that men ſubic& ro 

fuch imperfe&ions are vnfit to be of a Princes councell, whereuntoI anſwer , that 

we axe all men, and that who ſo will haue no councellors bur ſuch asneuer faile to 

Ipeake wiſely, nor are more diſtempered at one time then another, ruſt ſecke 

them in heauen, forhe ſhall not finde them on earth. But for redreſſe of this in- 
conuenience, ſometime one of the councell will ſpeake very well and wiſely, 

that vſctIfnot often ſo to do, and thus one ſupplicth an others defets. Now to 

| returne 
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returne to the matter debated inthis aſſembly, two or three were of the faid 
Contates opinion,mooued therunto by his great authoritieand wiſdome: for in 
ſach aſſemblies a great number gme their opinion but as they haue heard ſome 
other ſpeake betore chem , not vnderitanding the matters debated , bur ſeeking 
only to flatter ſome 6ne being of credit and authoritie that hath already ſpoken. 

Afﬀeer thete the Lord of Himbercourt, a gentleman borne neereto Amiens, 
and one of the wiſeſt knights that cuer | knew, being asked his aduiſe faid, that ta 

the end the Duke might haue God on his (ide, and diſcharge himſelte of erueltie 
and defire of reuenge before the world : he thought it beſt to pardon all theſe 
hoftages,conlidering they camethither witha good intent, ſuppoling thetreaty 
ſhould haue been oblſerued. Notwithſtanding he aduiſed the Duke at their de- 
parture to giue them to vnderftand, how great graceand fauour he ſhewed them, 
and to deſire them to doe their endeuour in perſwading their citizens to peace, 
which if they could not obraine?, yet arthe leaſt themſelues acknowledging his 
goodnefſe rowards them,ſhould neuer after bearearmes neither againſt him,nor 
their bilhop there preſent with him. This opinion tooke place,and the hoſtages 
when they were deliuered promiſed to doeas the Duke required. Farther this 4 
was told them at their departure, that if any of them were hereafter taken in 
armes againſt the Duke, he ſhould die,and thus they weredifmiſſed. 

It is not amiſle to rehearſe heere how after Monſeur de Contaies cruell fen- 
tence pronounced againſt the hoſtages : ( part of the which were come thither 
with a good meaning, and vpon very ſimplicitie, ) one of the Counſell ſaid thus 
to mein minecare: Marke wellthis man,his body is healthfull ynough,though 
he be o!d : yetdare Thy a good wager heſhall not live a yeere to anend, becauſe . 
of this cruell ſentence he hath giuen,and ſure ſoit fell out, for he liued not long 
afcer. Notwithſtanding before his death he did his Maſter good ſeruiceinthe 
battell againſt the Liegeois, whereof you ſhall now heare. 

I have made mention before how the Duke departing from Lounaine, laid 
his ſiege before Sainfron, and bent his artillerie againit it. Within the towne 
were threethoufand Liegeois vnder the charge of a valiant knight,the ſelfe ſame 
that was their chiefe commiſſioner for peace when we met them in order of bat- 
tell the yeere before. But the third day after the Dukes arriuall betorethe town, 
the Liegeois with great force came to leuie his ſiege about ten of the clocke in the 
morning,they werethirty thouſand men * and better good and bad, all footmen 3}. **e mtg: 
faue five hundred. They were well furniſhed ofartillerie, and encamped within cameroſuc- 
halfe a league of vs ina ſtrong village called Breton , part whereofwas enuironed covr Sam- 
witha mariſh. Farther Franci Rojer, Bailif of Lions, andthe Kings ambaſſador 190950 
at that time to the ſaid Liegeois,was with them in their armie 3. Our fourragers (but ynder- 
were the firſt thataduertiſed vs of their arriuall, -for we had no ſcouts abroad, mega 
which was a foule ouerſight: I never wasin = with the Duke of Burgundiet«) =, by : 


whereT ſaw him giue good orderof himſelfe but this day onely. Incontinent he __ potey 


*raunged all his battels in the field, ſaue certeine bands appointed to lie ſtill at the Mfopd# bits 


ſiege, among the which were five or (ix hundted Engliſh men. Farther he beſer m_ him 
wn was 


both the (ides of the village with twelue hundred men ofarmes,and placed him-1 9 179, 
felfe with 800. men of armes dire&thy ouer againſt the village, ſomwhat farther barell. Meyer; 
off than the reſt : he cauſed alſo a great companie of gentlemen and men ofarmes ; The King 
to light on foot with thearchers, and thenthe Lord of Rauaiftain with the va- poppe. 
ward (being all on foor,as well men ofarmes, asarchers) marched forward with 405. men of 
certeine peeces ofartillerie even hard tothe Liegeois trenches which were broad, 79 _ 
deepe, and full of water : yer notwithſtanding with force of arrowes and canon tee, 


ſhot, 
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{hot , the enimies wererepulled;, and their trenches wonne, and their artillerie- 
alſo : bur when our ſhot tailed vs , the Liegeois recouered their ſpirits and with 
their long pikes gaue a charge vpon our archers and their Captaines, of whom 
they ſlew ina moment foure or hue hundred, in ſach ſort that all our enſignes 
began to wauer as men halte diſcomfited, Art which inſtanrthe Duke comman- 
ded thearchers of his batrell to march, being led by Philpof Creuec eur, Lord 
of Cordes (a wiſe gentleman)and diuers other valiant men,who ſo couragioully 
aſſailed the enemies,that with the turning ota hand they were put ro flight. But 
neither the horſemen aboue mentioned that ſtood on both lides of the village, 
neither the Duke himſelte could follow the chaſe becauſe of the mariſh : for they 
wereplaced there onely to this end, that it the Liegeois had broken the Dukes 
vaward, and iſſued forth of their trenches into the plaine, rhey might then haue 
giuenacharge vpon them. The Liegeois fled along through the mariſh , being 
purſued only by our foormen, notwithſtanding the Duke ſent part of the horſe- 
men that accompanied himſelte to follow the chaſe, but they were forced to ride 
two leagues about beforethey could finde any paſſage, by meanes whereofthey 
- were benighted, which ſaued many a Liegeois life. Thereſt of his horſemen the 
Duke ſent to his campe, becaule they heard a great noiſe there, and doubred the 
enimies ſally, and indeed they had iſſued forth thriſe, but were alwaies repulſed, 
eſpecially through the valiantneſle of the Engliſh men that the Dukelett there 
behind him. A few of the Liegeois after they were put to flight relied them». 
ſelues rogether at their cariage , but ſtaied not long there. In this battell were 
| There were {[Aine nine thouſand men, + which number I am ſure ſhall ſeem greatto all that 
4 e were : i ee? 
ſineerthis loue truth, but I haue been in my time in many battels, where for one that was 
bartell6000, {]ajne men made report of a hundred , thinking thereby to pleaſe their Maſters 
— whom often they abuſe with ſuch vntruthes. Surc had we not been benighted, 
Meyer, groun- there had been ſ[aine aboue fifteen thouſand. The battell being ended, 5 the 
ding lumlclfe Duke when it wasdarke night returned with the wholearmy into his camp, ſaue 
"owe An- athouſand or twelue hundred horſe that were gonetwo leagues aboutto follow 
naliſts, one of the chaſe, for otherwiſe they could not come neere their enimies becauſe of a lit- 
Flanders, the 11e riuer that wasto paſſe. They did no greatexploit becauſe of the night: not- 
bant, of pur- withſtanding ſome of their enimies they {lew,and ſome they tooke,bur the grea- 
bY -oc0n- teſtparteſcaped into the citie. The Lord of Contay did good ſeruice this day 
thoras in in giuing order in the battell, and died ſhortly after in thetowne of Huz, and 
omg rt i madea good end : He was a wiſeanda valiant knight, bur lived nor long after his 
more alarge. Cruell ſentence pronounced againſt the hoſtages aboue mentioned. The Duke 
5 Thisbarcell immediftly after he was vnarmed, called one of his ſecretaries, and wrotea letter 
was fought tothe Conftableand the other ambaſſadors departed from him at Louuaine nor 
ISwEuen, pe aboue foure daies before, wherein he aduertiſed them of his viftorie and deſired 
{« Mare vat chem toattempr nothing againſt the Britons, 
he. of  Withintwodaicsafter the bartell , the pride of this fooliſh people was cleane 
October, abated, though their loſſe were not great : whereby appeareth how dangerous a * 
_ thing it is for any Princeto hazard his eſtate in battell, if he may by any other 
means makea good end, for a ſmall lofſe ina battell changethand altereth the 
mindes of his ſubieRs that receiueth the ouerthrow, more than any man would 
thinke,cauſing them nor only to ſtand in great feare oftheir enemies, but alſoto 
deſpiſe and contemnetheir Prince and thoſe that are in authoritie about him, yea 
to murmur and pradtiſe againſt him. They demand boldlierthan they were ac- 
cuſtomed , and ſtormeif —— denied them,ſo thatthe Prince mought haue 


done more with onecrown betdre the battell, than with three after it, Where- 
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fore ifhe that hath receiued the ouerthrow be wiſe, he wil not aduenture a ſecond 
battellin this eſtace with thoſe that haue fled, but only detend his own, and ſeeke 
ſome ſmall enterprile calte to be atchieued, to the end therby his ſubiccts may.re- 
couer their former courage, and remooue from them all teare. To conclude, the 
loſle of a battell traineth with it a number of inconuentencesto him that is van- 

uilhed. Notwithitanding great conquerors haue tuft cauſe to delirethe batrel to 


 abridge their labors, as hauealſo the tngliſhand Switzers,both becauſe they are 


better foormen than their neighbors, as appeareth by the great victories they 
have obtained, (which notwithſtanding I write notto the dupraiſe of other na- 
tions) and alſo becaule their men cannot keep the helds long without doing 
ſomeexploit, as Frenchmen and lealians can, who alſoare moretull of prattile 
and ealier to be gouerned than they. Now on the other ide, he that obraineth 
the vicorie, increaſeth his honor and eſtimation ; his ſubiects arethe more obe= 
dient,they deny him nothing that he demandeth, his ſouldiers alſo waxethereby 
the hardicr,and the morecouragious. Notwithltanding oftentimes the Princes 
themſelues after a victory obtained, are fo pufted vp with prideand vaineglory, 
that commonly their good ſucceſle turneth to their harme, all the which hap- 
neth by Gods diſpoſition, whoſendeth alterations according to mens deſerts. 
When they within Sain&tron ſaw the batrell loſt,and themliclues incloſed on all 
{ides,ſuppoling alſo the diſcomhture to be much greaterthan indeed it was:they 
laid down their armor, ycelded the rowne, and delivered fuch men to the Dukes 
mercy as he demanded, whom he incontinent cauſed to be beheaded ,tix of them 
being of the hoſtages thathe had diſmifled a few daies betore, vnder ſuch condi- 
tions as you have heard. From thence he diſlodged and marched to Tongres, 
which abode the ſiege : but bicauſe the town was nothing ſtrong,they yeelded 
before the batterie vnder the ſame conditions that their neighbors of Sain&ron 
had accepted, and delinercd alſo ten men ro the D. who were put to death as the 
former, fue or ſix of them being likewiſe of the hoſtages aboue mentioned. 


Chap. 3. How ſome of the citizens of Liege agreeing to yeeld their towne , and athers 
refuſing ſo todo,the Lord of Hymbercourt found meants to enter into it for 
the Duke of Buroundie. 


TRrRANMN Rom Tongres the Duke marched to the citie of Liege, where 
0. T | & the people were in greatdiuilton , tor part of them gaue ad- 
BAD |} uileto defend the rown : ſaying that they had force ſufficient 

tet within it ſo to do,thechiete ofthe which tation was a knight 


"0"; = 4» -=called Maſter Raz of Luitre,but others ſeeing all the countrey 
= 4 | SS about burned and deſtroied , would in any wiſe haue peace, 
SASERA% were the conditions never ſo vnreaſonable : wherefore when 
the Duke approched neereto the citie, diuers ouertures of peace were made by 
certaine_meane perſons, as priſoners and ſuch like. But theprincipall dealers 
therein were certain of our hoſtages, who doing clean contrary to the others 
aboue mentioned, and acknowledging the greatfauour the Duke had ſhewed 
them, brought to his camp with them three hundred of the beſt citizens in their 
ſhirts, bare headed, and bare legged, who preſented the keies of the citie to him, 
and yeelded themſelues to his mercy, humbly beſeeching him only to giue them 
his word, that the town ſhould neither be fired nor ſacked. And at the felfe 
ſame time that they came in this eſtate to the Duke,the Kings ambaſſadors being 


Monſieur de Mouy , and aſecretarie called 1ohn PrevoF were there preſent , who 
were 
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were come to the Duke with the ſame demands that the Conftable had made a 

few daics before. Farther the very day of the compolition, the Duke ſuppoling 

to enter the citie,ſent the Lord of Hymbercourt thither before him , becauſe he 

was well acquainted in the towne, and had been gouernor thereof vnder Duke 
Philipduring the yeeres they liued in peace: notwithſtanding entry was denied 

him for that day , whereupon heretired and lodged in an abbey without one of 

the towne gates, being accompanied with fiftie wen of armes,the whole number 
amounting to two hundred foldiers,and my ſelfe being one of them. The Duke 

of Burgundie ſent him word if the place where he lay were ſtrong notto dil- 

lodge, otherwiſe to retire backe to him , for he could hardly haue ſuccoured him 
becauſeall that countrey is rocke and ſtone. The ſaid Hymbercourt reſolued 

not to mooue ( for the place was very ſtrong,) bur retained with him five or lix 

of rhe citizens that brought the keies tothe Duke , minding to vſe their helpe to 

good purpoſe, as hereafter you ſhall perceive. At nine of theclocke at night we 

heard a bell ring, at theſound whereof the citizens vie toaflemble, whereupon 

the faid Hymbercourt, doubted that this bell called companietogither to iſſue 
forth to aſlaile vs, ( for he was aduertiſed that Maſter Raz of Luitre and other of 

the citizens would not agree to peace) and indeed his ſurmiſe was true, for that 

was their determination,and they were even vpon the point to ſally. Then faid 

the Lord of Hymbercourtto vs, if wecandally with them but till midnight, we 

are ſafe, for they will waxe weary and deſirous of ſleep, and then thoſe that are 
ourenimies in the towne will flie when they ſhall ſee their enterpriſe fruſtrate : 
whereforeto bring his purpoleto paſſe, he diſpatched two of the citizens that he 

had ſtaied with him, and deliuered them certaine friendly articles in writing, 

meaning only to bulie the citizens with farther talke to win time : for their man- 

ner was and yet is to aſſemble togither at the Biſhops pallace to debate of their 

affaires, when the Bell aboue mentioned is rung. Theſe two Burgeſſes which 

had been of our hoſtages, when they came to the gate being hardly two bow 

ſhot from theabbey where we lodged : found a great number of the citizens 

therein armes, ſome ofthe which would needs iſſue forth to afſaile vs , and ſome 

not. Then our two Burgeſles told the Maior of the citie aloud,that they brought 

certaine friendly articles in writing from the Lord of Hymbercourt the Duke of 
Burgundies lieutenant in thoſe countries, willing him to returne to the pallace to 

read them, whereunto heagreed, and incontinent we heard the bel] ring againe, 

whereby we vnderſtood that they were buljed abour ouriirticles. Our two Bur- 

geſſes returned not, but about an hower after we heard a greater noiſe at the 

gate than before,and a much greater number came thither in armes, crying and 

, railing vpon vs fromthe walles , whereby the Lord of Hymbercourt perceiued 

our danger to be now rather increaſed than diminiſhed : wherefore he diſpat- 

x Therewere Ched the other fower hoſtages that were yet with him , by whom he wrote a let- 
in this citic ter, the contents whereof were that during thetime he was governor of the citie, 
7 wihoue forthe Duke of Burgundie,he had vſed them gently and louingly,neither would 
whom no- for any thing conſent to their deſtruion , eſpecially ſeeing not long before he 
thing 92% had been a commoner of one of their companies in the towne, namely the Gold- 
the princi- {miths companie : * wherefore they ought ſo much the rather to credit his 
pallwas the words. To be ſhort he ſaid if they would obteine peace,and faue their countrey, 
matte they muſt firſt receive the Duke into the towne according to their promiſe, and 
the moſt an- then ſubſcribe to certaine articles written in the ſcedule he there ſent them. After 
cn ae . hehadwell inſtruted theſe fower hoſtages, they wentto the gateas did the for- 


Blackſmithes. - - gy X 
Gucci, mer,which they found wide open, Some of the citizens welcommed them with 
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ſharpe words, bur others were content to heare their meſſage. To beſhort, in 
theend they returned againe to the pallace, immediatly whereupon we heard 
the bell ring, which much comforted vs, and by litle and litle, the noiſe that was 
at the gate ceaſed, They weretogether in the pallace tillrwo of the clocke after 
midnight, and in the end concluded ro obſerue the compolition they had made, 
and the next morning to deliuer one of the towne gates to the Lord of Hym- 
bercourt : whereupon incontinent Maſter Raz of Luitreand his whole fa&ion 
fled out of the towne. 

I would not haue ſtood fo long vpon this point being of ſo ſmall importance, 

had itnot been to declarethat by ſuch fine deuiſes proceeding of deep wildome, 
great perils, dangers, and loſſes are often eſchewed. The next morning by day 
breake, a number of the hoſtages came to the Lord of Hymbercourt, deliring 
him to come to the pallace whereall the people were aſſembled , there to aſſure 
them by his oath of the two points they doubred of:to wit the firing and lacking 
of the rowne, which being done, they prgmiſed to put one of the gates into his 
hands : whereof he ſent word to the Duke, and then accompanied them tothe 
pallace, whereafter hehad ſworne as they demanded, he returned to the gate. 
And thecitizens commanded the ſoldiers that werevpon it tocome downe,and 
hepur into it twelue men of armes, and certaine archers,and reared vp the Duke 
of Burgundies enligne. From thence he went toanother walled gate, into the 
which heputthe baſtard of Burgundie, who lay neereat hand. Into the third 
he putthe Marſhall of Burgundie, and into the fourth certaine gentlemen thar 
were with himſelfe , and thus were tower gates well manned with Burgundians, 
and the Dukes enlignes vpon them. 

Now you ſhall vnderſtand, thatatthattimethe citie of Liege was one of the 
mightieſt and moſt populous townes in thoſe quarters, except tower or fiue, be- 
ſides that,a great multitude of the countrey people round about, was retired thi- 
ther, ſo that their loſſe in the batrell was no whit perceiued. Farther they were 
well furniſhed ofall things, and it was the deep of winter when we came before 
the towne, the weather was maruellous foule, and the ground wondertull ſoft 
and mirie. We on the other ſide were in great diſtrefſe both of vitailes and mo- 
ney , and our armie ina manner broken. Whereforethe Duke had no purpoſe 
ro beliege the citie, neither could he though he would, and if they had ſtaied the 
compolition but two daies longer, he was fully reſolued to returne home. Wher- 
fore may wel conclude,thart the great honor he obtained in this voiage procee- 
ded ofthe meere grace of God,contrary to mans expeRation: for he durſt hard- 
ly have craued at Gods hands the good ſucceſſe he gaue him, which great honor 
and goodly vi&orie in the indgment of all vertuous and wiſe men hapned to 
him, forthe fauour and mercy (ſhewed to the hoſtages aboue mentioned. This 
I write becauſe both Princes and others oftentimes finde fault as it were with 
themſelues, when they haue a pleaſure or good turneto a man, ſaying, that they 
wereaccurſed when they did it, and will beware hereafter how they pardon lo 
lightly,how they beſtow any ſuch benefit, or ſhewany ſuch fauourroany man, 
all the which notwithſtanding, are things appertaining tc their dutic mh ofhce. 
Wherefore in mine opinion this is cuill ſpoken, and proceedeth of a baſe and ab- 
zect minde: fora Prince or any other man that neuer was deceiued, can be but a 
beaſt, becauſe he vnderſtandeth not the difference between good and euill, Be- 
ſides that, all men are not of one diſpoſition, and itisnoreaſon for the naughti- 
neſle of one or two to ceaſe from doing good to a great number, when timeand 


occation ſerueth. Notwithſtanding I with Princes to make good choile of _ 
tney 
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they benefit, for all men deſerue not alike. But me thinke it almoſt impoſſible 
for a wiſe man to be vnthanktull , or vamindtull of a good turne , and if Princes 
beſtow vpon fooles, they are woorle than mad, tor they ſhall perceiue in the end 
that a fooles acquaintance can ſtand them in no ſtead. Farther in mine opinion, 
this is the greateſt point of wiſdomein a Prince to haue neere about him wiſe and 
vertuous men : for himſelfe ſhall be iudgedto be of the nature and diſpolition 
of thoſe thatare moſt familiar with him. Wherefore to conclude this diſcourle, 
methinke we ought neuer to be weary of well doing : for one manalone, yea the 
meanelt of thoſe we haue pleaſured, may happily ſo requite our fricnd{hip , thar 
he ſhall recompence the ingratitude ofa multitude, as appeared by thelc hoſta- 
ges, the gratelt part wherot, were ingrateand vnthanktfull, but ſome of them ac- 
knowledged and requited the benefit receiued : tor by the only meanes of five 
or {ix of them, this enterpriſe was atchieued , which turned ſo greatly to the D. 
of Burgundies honour and profit, 


Chap. 4. How the Duke of Burgundie ugade his entry into the citie of Liege,and how the 
citizens of Gaunt where he had been euill intreated before, humbled themſclues 


wnto bim. 
| S* He next day after the gates were yeclded, the Duke entred the 
I ay Duke | rowne in great triumph *, fora breach was made in the wall for 
entread into 


hisentry twenty fathoms long, and the rowne ditch all the 
4 length of the breach filled vp cuen with the ground : with him 
*>] centred on foot two thouſand men of armes armed atall peeces, 
and two thouſand archers, yetnotwithitanding the force in his 
campe was maruellous great. The Duke himſelte entred on horſebacke, accom- 
panied withall his houſhold ſeruants,and the nobleſt men in his armie, cladand 
apparelled the moſt ſumptuouſly that might be : and in this eſtate rode hee 
through the town,and lighted at the great Church. To be ſhort, he abode there 
certain daies, and put to death hueor [ix more of his hoſtages that had broken 
promiſe, and with them the towne meſſenger whom he hated extremely : he 
eſtabliſhed certaine new lawes and cuſtomes, and commanded a great ſumme of 
mony to beleuied in thecitie, which he ſaid was forteired to him for the treaties 
and compolitions broken the yeeres before. Farther,he caricd away all their ar- . 
tillerie and armour,and raled all their gates and wals. 

This done he returned into his owne country where he was honorably and 
dutifully receiued, eſpecially of the citizens of Gaunt, who betore his voyage to 
Liege had after a ſort rebelled againſt him with certain other townes , but now 
they receiued him as a conqueror, with ſo great lowlineſſe and humilitie,that cer- 
caine of the beſt citizens came on foot to him as far as Bruxels, bringing with 
them all the banners of the towne, which they did for this cauſe: Immediately 
after his fathers death, he choſe thecitie of Gaunt for the firſt towne he would 
make his entry into : for ſuppoling that to be the rowne where he was beſt belo- 
ued,and therefore looking x all dutie and obedience at their hands : he hoped 
alſo by that meanes to findethe like in all other townes of his dominions, afſu- 
ring himſelfe that they would all follow the example of this , which his opinion 
proued true as touching this latter point. But you ſhall vnderſtand that the next 
day after his entry , they came in armes vpon the market place, bringing with 
them a Saint called Saint Lieuin, with whoſe ſhrine they beat down alittle houſe 
called La Cueillette : where a cuſtome of corne was receiued for —_— ofcer- 


raine debts the towne oughtto D. Philip by the treaty of peace called the treaty 
of 


Liege the 11. 
of Nouember 
1467. Meyer, 


Is 
Þ 
. 
# 
'& 
J 
4 
3 
© 


PT > 0 Er, 
Ss 


PHILIP DE CCOMMINES. 


of Gaures ?, for two yeeres they had beet in wars with him. -To be ſhort, they z TheFrench 
ſaid this Saint wouldpaſſe throughthis houſe without ftouping, and im a mo- Pn 
ment beat downe this houſe , which diſorder the Duke ſeeing\, went himſelfe to pnuphtn 
the market place : 2 great number of noblemenin armes ottering to wait vpon corrupted this 
him as he paſſed through the treers,which he refuſed, commanding them to'ttay a "= 
befote rhe rowne-houlſe,, and attend him there. . Notwithſtanding by littleand leh Ls puix 
titclethe throng of people forged themar lengthvinto che marker place alſo; whi- { Gr, and 
ther whenthe Duke came, he went vp intoa houſeroſpeake to thele rebels,com- ing, tn 
manding them to take vp the ſhrine and beare it into.the church, which ſome/haue beere 
obediently did, but others cauſcd irto be laid downe againe. ' Then they preſen- — x 
ted ſupplications to himagainſt certaine of the rowne, rouching payments of and Auna!. 
money, wherein he promiſed to doe iuſtice. But when heſaw-they would nog Mitwnd. This 
depart, | he returned to his lodging, and they'abode in armesvpon:the market luded 4 Ca. 
lace the ſpace of eight daies. The next morning they brought articles to him,{end. Auguſti 
manding the reſtitution of all their priviledges'thar Duke Phibp had raken [9/3 Mhereot 
from them by the treatie of Gaures, of this one eſpecially;'that every company! 3»rgund.lib,z. 
in the towne (being threeſcore and twelue in all) might hauea banner according #159: #9 
to their ancient cultome, The Duke ſeeing the danger he ftood m,granted them! ang hd 
all cheir demands, and all ſuch priuiledges as they required , which word 'was no 
ſooner paſſed him, but they reared vp all their banners vpon che marker place, 
being all ready made, whereby appeared that they would haue had them per- 
force, if he had 'not granted them. His opinion ar his firſteticry into-Gaunt 
prooued true, thatallthe other townes would follow their example : for indeed 
diuers rebelled as the towne of Gaunt did, ſlew his officers, and committed di- 3 Y* woe 
uers otherdiforders.” Bar if he had beleeutd his fathers prouerbe, that theciri- Ces 
zens of Gaunt louetheir Princes ſonne well, but their Prince neuer, he had not 1338: con- 
been deceiued : androſay the truth, next to the citizens of Liege theſe of Gaunt 42% ls 
arethemoſt inconſtant in the-world. Notwithftanding ,.one good propertie ne»: Earle of 
they haue among ſo many bad, thar they neuer lay hands vpon their Princes Faunders to 
perſon 3, beſides thar, the beſt Burgeſſes of the rowne are very honeſt men, and (ferie of his 
much offended with the peoples inſolencie. life into 2 c2- 
The Duke was forced to digeſt and winkeatalltheſerebellions, fearing toen- ©j7 Gun 
ter intoa double warat onetime with his owne ſubiets and the Liegeois. Not- Comiris, 
withſtanding his meaning was if he ſped well in his voyageto Liege, roteach — 
them their duty at his returne, asalſo it hapned, for as I hauealready made men- him. Aldes 
tion, they broughtto him on footto Bruxels, alltheir banners, pfiuiledges, and.anno A 
writings, as well thoſe they made him grauntathisdeparturefrom Gaunt, as 0- ,,} ,4.7. 
thers, allthe which in agreataſſembly held in the hall of Bruxels, in the preſence- Malcanw per- 
of diuers ambaſſadors they preſented to him , to doe with them at his pleaſure. 27519800" 
Then the Heralts of armes by his commandement, rooke the faid banners from Bergen, and 
the ſtaues whereto they were faſtned,and carried them to Bollein,a haven towne __ his 
eight leagues from Calis, where the other banners yet remained that Duke Philip 1; 5h, to 
his father tooke from them, when the wars ended , wherein he vanquiſhed and 1/abet daugh- 
ſubdued them. Farther the Dukes Chancellor tooke all their priuiledges, and 7 *2 vs 
rent one of them concerning the ele&ion of their Senate : for in allthe other thira: rhey 
cownes of Flaunders; thePrinceeuery. yeere chooſeth the Senate, and receiueth fe: a yore 
their accounts, bur by this priviledge he might chooſe but foure in Gaunt, and j,,/,c.an, 
the reſt being two'and twenty , themſelues chooſe : when the Senators of the bur he eſca- 
townes are friends and faithfull ſabieRts to their Prince, he liuerh that yeere in '** _— 
peace, and they willingly grant himall his demands.: but if they be otherwiſe, 2. 
= commonly 
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commonly ſome rebellion hapneth. Laſtly, the citizens of Gaunt paied the 
Duke thirty thouſand gildonsand (ix thouſand to his principall ſeruants, and 
baniſhed certaine out of their towne, but all their other priuiledges were reſtored 
them, the reſt of the townes boughtallo their peace with money, for they had 
attempted no great matter againſtthe Duke. | 

By this examplea man may perceiue how great good enſueth viRorie ing bat- 
tell, and how many inconueniences the overthrow. Wherefore a Prince ought 
to beware hoy he hazard his eſtate vpona day vnleſle necefhitic force him there- 
unto : and if that happen, then mult he bethinke himſelfe betore the hower of 
altdoubts and dangers that may be imagined. For thoſe that feare a matter 
commonly prouide well for ir,and haue oftner good ſucceſle than they that pro- 
ceed with a carelefſe contempt : vnleſſe God betully reſolued to ſtrike the ſtroke, 
againk whom mans wiſdome cannot preuaile. Which point is ſuthciently proo- 
ued by the example of theſe Liegeoisabouc mentioned , who had been excom- 
municated the ſpace of fue yeeres for their variance with their Biſhop , whereof? 
notwithſtanding:they made no account, but continuedRtill in their folly and 
naugbtineſſe, mooued thereunto onely through wealth and pride, Wherefore 


| King Lews was wont to ſay, that when pride rideth before, ſhame and dammage 


1468, 


followatter , (a very wiſe ſaying in mine opinion ) and ſure for his part he was 
free from that vice. 


Chap. 5. How the King ſeeing what had happened the Liegeois, made war in Britaine_> 
wpon the Duke of Burgundies confederates , and how they two metand com- 
* mwuned together at Peronne. 


P Heſe troubles being thus ended, the Duke went to Gaunt 
where he was receiued with great pomp and triumph,tor he 
"Þa centred in armes, andthe citizens made a poſterne into the 
Hoy fields, by the which he put men in and outat his pleaſure : 
Inc many meſſengers ran between him and the King, and like- 
4 "| wiſe between the D. of Britaineand him, and thus paſſed 


4 ® this winter. The King travelled continually with the Duke 
of Burgundieto luffer him to inuade Britaine at his pleaſure, making him divers 
offers in conlideration thereof: whereunto the D.would not condeſcend,for the 
which cauſe partly,and partly for the ouerthrow giuen to the Liegeois his confe- 
derates, the Kings diſpleaſure was ſo kindled that longer he could not forbeare, 
bur in the very beginning of ſommer entred into Britaine, at the leaft his forces 
for him, and tooke two ſmall caftels, the one called Chantofle, che other Anſeny, 
whereof the D. of Burgundie was incontinent aduertifed, and earneſtly preſſed 
by the Dukes of Normandie & Britaine with all ſpeed toleuic his armie for their 
aide, whereupon he wrote to the King , humbly beſeeching him to relinquiſh his 
enterpriſe, " rg theſe two Dukes were comprehended inthetruce as his confe- 
derates, but recceiuing ſuch anſwer as liked him not, he encamped with great 
force neereto Peronne. The Kings armie was ftill in Britaine, but the Court lay 
at Compiegne, from whence the King ſent Cardinall Ba/zeto the D.within three 
daies after bis arriuall at Peronne, who ſtaied not long with him , but made cer- 
taine ouertures of peace , aduertiling him alſo that they in Britaine could make 
their compoſition well enough without him, for the Kings drift was to ſeuer 
them. The Cardinall was honorably receiued avell feafted,and ſoon diſpatched, 
and returned with this anſwer, that the Duke was not come forth into the field 
to offend the King in any reſpe&, but onely tofuccour his confederates : ſothe 
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meſſages thatpaſſed berween them were very courteous on both ſides; 

- - Immediarcly after the Cardinals departure, aheralc called Bretagne arriued at 
the Duke of Burgundies campe with letters from the Dukes of Normandie and 
Britaine , wherein they aduertiſed him rhat they had made peace with the King, 
and renounced all leagues and confederacies, andnamely their league with him, 
and farther that the Duke of Normandie had furrendred Normaadie (lately 
giuen him for his partage) ro the King, and ſhould receiuc. in recompence 
thereof, and of all other partages the yeerely reuenues of three ſcore thouſand 
franks, which conditions (though nener ſo vnreafonable) necefhitic forced the 
Lord Charles of Fraunceto accept, The Duke of Burgundie was wonderfully.aba- 
ſhed ar theſe newes : for he had put himſelfe intothe field onely to aide the (aid 
Dukes: And ſure the heralt was'in great danger', for becauſe hee paſled by the 
Court, the Duke ſuſpeRed that the King had forged thele lerters,norwichſtanding 
he recciued immediately after:; the like aduertiſement from other places. The 
King thought now his enterpriſe halfe atchieucd; 'and thar hee ſhould caſily per+ 
ſwade the Duke of Burgundieto forſake theſe two Dukes,as they had him :where- 
upon ſecret meſſengers ran berweenthem , and the King gane the Duke ſix ſcore 
thouſand ctownes, whereot he paied the one halte preſently rhe betterro contenc 
the ſaid Duke , who had conſumed groat ſummes1in leuying this armic. Farther, 
the Duke ſent to the King a groome of his chamber-very necre, about him, named 
John Yobriſſet , whereupon the King conceiued great hope of hisentecpriſe , :and 
ſeemed dcefirous to commune with the Duke in-perſon,rruſting ro obtaine of him 
all that he required, both becauſe'of the rwo forcſaid Dukes ingtatirude towards 
him, and alſo becauſe of the greatſumme of money he had giuen him. Where- 
fore he adnertiſed the Duke of certain matters bythe ſaid Yobrif/er, and ſent backe 
with him Cardinall Balve and Maſter Tanneguy ds Cha#tell gouemor of Rouſſillon, 
who gaue the Duke to-vnderſtand by their words, that the King defired greatly 
chat they two might commune togetherin perion. 2:1 

They found the Duke at Perorine who ſeemed rohaue'inogrear deuotion to this 
meeting,becauſe the Liegeois made ſhew as though they would rebell anew, be- 
ing ſollicited thereunto by two-arbaſladotsſent thither by the King for thatpur- 
poſe, before the truce was made which he and the Duke concluded, for certaine 
daics between them and their confederates. Bur Cardinall Balve and the other 
ambaſſadors put this doubt out of his head, alleaging that che Liegeois durſt at- 
temprnoTuch thing, conſidering he had vanquiſhed them, and raſed their walles 
but the yecre before : and farther, if they had any ſuchdeſire,  yerwhenthey 
ſhould ſce this amitie berweene him and the King, they would: foone alter 
their mindes, Thus in the end it' was concluded that the King ſhould come ro 
Peronne ſeeing it pleaſed him ſo to doe, and the Duke ſeat him-a letter written 
with his ſexe, Jo. , containing ſufficient ſurerie rocome and go at hispleaſure, 
And thus departed the ambaſſadors, and returned tothe King being theni ar Noy- 
on- Butthe Duke minding to make all ſure in the country of Liege, ſent thither 
their Biſhop for whoſe quarrell all the wars aboue mentioned firſt began;,: and in 
his company the Lord of Hymbercourt (the Dukes tieurenantin choſe parts) with 
certaine bands of men. Du 3690 b IPRA 119 5 

You hauc heard how'it was concluded that the King ſhonld come to Peronne, 
according to which determination-thither he'came withour his garde , for his 
pleaſure was wholly to put himſelfe vnder the garde and ſurerie of the Duke , and 
that Monſieur de Cordes (who then ſerued the Duke) ſhould conuay him thither 


with the ſaid Dukes archers which was done accordingly. The Kings traine 
F 2 was 
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was very ſmall, notwithſtanding he came accompanied with diuers noble perſo- 
nages, namely, the Duke of Bourbon,the Cardinall bis brother, and the Earle 
of Saint Paule Conſtable of Fraunce, who had not buſied himſelfe about this 
meeting but much miſliked it. For he was now growne proud and high min- 
ded, and behaued not himſelfe ro the Duke of Burgundie with ſuch lowlineſle 


and humilitie as he was accuſtomed : wheretore there was no good will between - 


them twaine. Thither came alſo Cardinall Balve, the gouernor of Roufbillan, 
and divers others. And when the King drew neereto Peronne, the Duke with 
a goodly traine ifſued forth to receiue him,and brought him into the towne,and 
lodged him in a goodly houſe neere to the caſtell being the Receiuers, fox the ca- 
ſtle was alittle old thing naught worth. 

War between two great Princes is ealily begun but hardly ended, becauſe of a 
number of accidents depending thereupon : tor cach partie diſpatcherth meſſen- 
gers to and fro to hurt hisenimie, which ſuddenly cannot be countermanded 


nor reuoked, as appeared by theſe two Princes, who concluded this meeting 


vpona ſudden, not aduertiling their ſeruants thereof, who were far from them 
executing the charge their Maſters had given them. For you ſhall vnderſtand 
that the Duke had ſent for his armie into Burgundie, being repleniſhed at{rhax 
time wha number of noblemen , among the which were the Lord of Breſle, 
and his two brethren the Biſhop of Geneua, and the Earle of Romont, all three 
ſonnes to the Duke of Sauoy : for the Sauoyans and Burgundians haue euer 
borne great afte&ion each to other. In this armie were alfo certaine Almaines 
borderers vpon Sauoy and the county .of Burgundie. Now you ſhall vnder- 
ſtand that the King in times paſt had held the Lurd of Breſle in priſon, becauſe of 
two Knights he commanded to be (laine in Sauoy,wherefore there was no good 
will between them two. In this armie were alſo the Lord of Vrſe, Maſter ofthe 
horſe afterward to King Charles, Maſter Poncet of Riuiere, and the Lord of Lay, 
whom the King after ſpeciall good liking of him had alſo held long in priſon, 
but he eſcaped and fled into Burgundie. All this companie aboue mentioned 
arriued neere to Peronne, ecuen at the very inſtantthar the King came thither, 
and the Lord of Breſle with the three aboue mentioned,cuery one of them wea- 
ring the Saint 4ndrewes croſſe entred the towne, ſuppoſing they had come time 
enough to accompaniethe Duke when he ſhould goeto receiue the King, bur 
becauſe they came too late they went Rraight to the Dukes chamber to do their 
dutie to him , where the Lord of Brefſe humbly beſought him th& thethree 
aboue named, notwithſtanding the Kings comming , might be there vnder his 
fafegard and proteftion, as hepromiſed them in Burgundie at their firſt arriuall 
into his dominions , adding that they were ready'to ſerue him againſt all men 
none excepted : which requeſt the Duke granted with his owne mouth , and for 
their good will thanked them. The reſt of this armie (led by the Marſhall of 
Burgundie) lodged without the towne as they were ako The ſaid Mar- 
ſhall hated the King no leſſe than the others aboue named, becauſe of Pinall a 
towne in Lorraine which the King had once giuen him, and afterward taken 
from him to beſtow vpon /#hn Duke of Calabria ſo often mentioneg in this hi- 
ſtorie. The King being forthwith aduertiſed of theſe noble mens arriuall, and 
1 He meancth Che apparell they ware * fell ſuddenly into great feare, and ſent to the Duke deſi- 
by apparell ring him that he might lodge in the caſtell, becauſe all theſe aboue named were 
ae Saint #7- his enimies, The Dukercioyced to ſee him in ſuch feare, and cauſed his lodging 
to be made there,willing him to be of good cheere and doubt nothing. | 
Chap. 
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Chap. 6. A diſcourſe wherein is declared vow greatly learning &ſpeciall ly 
in hiitortes profiteth Princes and Noble men. 


v; 


T is great folly for one Prin-eto put himſelfe vnder the power 

| of anorher,eſpecially when taey are in warre together, as thoſe 

Princes [well know that haue itudied hiſtories in their youth , 

wherein they find diuers examples of great talihood and trea- _ 

RA (on vicd in times paſtatluch enteruiewes, and of diuers that — 
=9 ecttayedas priloners, and {lainetholerhat have come to he num- 


bers of exxm« 


them vnder their ſurety *. Ifay not thatall hauevſed foto doe, but the exam- kr yo 
le of one is ſufficient to inſtrutta number, how to looke to themlelues. My 7... nts 
ſelte for my part haue ſcene ſome experience in the world, hauing beene by the Þy his father 


: R . m lavy Be 
ſpace of cightcene yeeres and berrer, employed continually in Princes feruices, .,49.1,...5 


and priuy allthatwhileto the waightielt and fecretelt affaires that have paſſed to the Ro- 


L x " . - . . —_ . manes.$S-r:q* 
in this rcalme,or the countries bordering vpon it,and ſure in mine opinion the _ 


beſt way ro learne wiſdome is to reade ancient hiltories, which will reach vs by banquer,by 


example of our aunceſtors, wiſely to behaue cur ſelues, ſafely to defend our Prjome. In 
England wee 


ſelues, and aduiſedlyro attemptany enterpriſe, For our life is ſo ſhort that ex- 1, the trea- 
perience cannot ſufficiently inttruct vs, conlidering withall that our yearesare ſonof Heng; 
abridged, and neither our lives ſo long,nor our bodies ſo ltrong, as were our an» — 


ceſtors in ages paſt : which way as weeare weakened,(o is our faith alſo each to read of #11hi- 


other much diminiſhed ?, in ſuch ſort,that I know not how one may aſlurehim — | 
5" 2 


ſelfe ofanother,eſpecially great Princes, who are commonly inclined to all wil- g,,c, 
tulneſſe, withont any regard ofreaſon,and (which is worſt of all) haue for the 1-=« King 
moſt part ſuch men about them,as ſtudy only to flatter them,ang ſooth them in — in 
all their doings be they good or bad, and it ſome one endeuour himſelte ro re- Germany 


dreſſe this inconuentence,all the reſt will firaight bevpon his top. Albers Emile 


of Francona , 


Farther I muſt needes blame ignorant and vnlearned Princes in this reſpeRal- gecrayeq n 


ſo, they haue all commonly abour them great clerks & lawyers, as it is requiſite treary by 0e- 
t/-o Biſhop of 


they ſhould ifthey bee good, bur ifthey be otherwile,they arethe dangerouſeſt yi. 2h 
people in the world to be abouta Prince, for they hauceuer alaw or an hiſto- Anger.flains 
rieattheir fingers ends,which be it never ſo goodehey writhe and wreſt in ſuch 5 /bems 


warns Earle 


ſort, that they will make blacke white, and white blacke. Bur thoſe Princes that ofHenzute, & 
be wiſe, and haue feadas wellas they,will not ſuffer themſelues to be abuſed by Flanders, 


no* withitans 


them, neither dare they be ſo hardy as to report vntruths to ſuch princes. Farther dins his Gofe 
thinke you, that God hath eſtabliſhed the ofhce of a King or Princeto bee exe- condud. In 


| France, John 


cuted by ſuch beaſts as glory in ſaying : Iam no Scholer,[ rruſt,my Councel wel neon 


enough,and refer all mattgrs to them,and ſo without farther anſwere depart to gundy fins 
y Charles the 


ſeuenth. milliem Duke of Normandy by AraulpEarle of Flanders, Lewis King of France taken priſoner by the Normang 
and Danes at Roan. 7.hn Duke of Britaine taken at a banquet and impriſoned by Margares Countelle of Pontibera. Guido 


Ki 
2 + 


C 
5 


Earle of Flaunders twice taken priſoner, wnder ſafe conduRt, by Philip le Bel King of Frannce. Charles the fimple ſhine by 


the Earle of Verm andoys. What thould 1 ſpeake of the treaſons of Frrrande and Alfonſe King of Naples,or of (brifliern king 
of Denmatke, with numbers of others recorded in hiſtories,as our author heere very truely reporteth, 2 Others be of a con. 
trary opinion, that our life is as long as in Dazids time appeareth by the go. Plalme, where he ſheweth the viuall age of mani 
In his time to haue been ſcuenty, and ſometime cighty yeares,vyhich men reach to at this day alſo, and ifmans life bee as long 
now as then, itis a good conſequent that his body is as ſtrong, as is to be proued by many reaſons too long to rehearſe. Novy 
that our faith is as good as theirs was in 3ges paſt, appeareth alſo by the ancient hiſtories, for it this bee a true ſaying, Revis «d 
exemflum totus componitur orbis, And che Princes in times paſt wer- fo cuill,as none could be worſe, (25 who foliſt to reade 
without partiality ſhall bee forced to confeſſe.) I ſee no reaſon that the world ſhould be worſe now than in times paſt.although 
it ſcemg G to many, be cauſe wee ſee the worſt of our owne age, yea and feele roo many times, bur commor.ly the hiſtoricg 
delmer to vs but the beſt of times paſt, to bury the worſt, and though they did, yetthe euill ſcene with our eye 1s more hue 

ly imprinted in our mind,cthan the cuill ye conceine by our care,vyhich is the cauſe men ever thinke better of the times paſt. 


than the preſent eſtate, : 
F 3 their 
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their ſports and paſtimes?No,no,it they had been well trained vp in their youth 
they would vſe other language,and ſecketo be eſteemed for their own vertues 
and worthines.[ ſay not thatail Princes are ſerued by cuill congjtioned perſons, 
but ſure the moſt part ofthoſe thar I haue ſeen, bane not alwaies had their courts 
free from ſuch, although ſome Princes | confeſſe I hane known that in time of 
neceihty could make choice of their men,and vic the ſervice of the beſt and wi- 
feſt. Wherin ſurethe King our maſter far paſſed all the Princes of his time, for ne- 


»T rar»Il if uer Prince aduanced fo highly,nor made fo great acconnt of wiſe & worthy men 


King Le ws 
werelearncd 


as he did. He was himſelie reaſonably well learned3,he was very inquiſitiue & 


hee would  delirous to vnderſtand of all matters,and had an excellent wit, which pafleth all 
hanelus ſonne Jearning obtained by ſtudy : for as reading protiteth two manner of wayes, the 


to lcarre onl 
this lefloa 


7 one by acquainting vs with ages paſt: andthe other by teaching vs more in a 


£44 neſeitdsſſi- bookein three months,than twenty men liuing ſuccelſwely can learne by expe- 
mar-yu9e rience: ſoifa man lacke witto putthat which he reageth in practiſe, his reading 


I $4 nare. 


ſeructh to no purpoſe. Whetetore to end this diſcourſe, me thinke the greatelt 
plague that God can lay vpon a realm,is to giuethem an vnwile Prince,the root 
and fountaine ofall miſchicte : for firſt diuilion and civill wars ariſe thereof a- 
mong his ſubiefs, becauſe he giveth his authority to others, which eſpeciallie 
avoueallthings he ought to reſerueto himſelfe. After diuiſion enſueth famine & 
mortality, andall other euils thataccompany the wars, wheretore hereby wee 
may conlider how mucha Princes ſubie&s ought to lament, when they ſee his 
o_ wantonly brought vppe, and gouerned by cuill conditioned per- 
ons. 


Chap. 7. How and for what cauſe the Kinz was ſtayed,and beld priſoner 
mm the Caſtell of Peronne by the Duke of Burgwnaies 
commanacement. 


4 «) arriued at Peronne both in one inftant, for the D.could not 
£2 countermand them in time, becauſe they were wel forward 
9 vpon the way,when the kings comming was firſt comuned 
© / of, Their arriuall troubled the feaſt, becauſe of divers iclou- 
If) lies that ſprang thereof. Notwithſtanding'theſe 2. Princes 
F—CA appointed/certaine of their ſeruantsto negotiate together 
about their affaires,in moſt louing and friendly ſort.But at- 
ter three or foure daies conference,theſe ſtrange newes came from Liege,which I 
will now rehearſe. The King comming to Peronne had cleane forgotten his two 
ambaſſadors ſent to Liege, to ſollicite them to rebell ggainſt the Duke, who lo di- 
ligently executed their charge, that before the Kings arriuall at Peronne,the Li- 
geois had leuied great force,and were gone to ſurpriſe the Towne of Tongres, 
wherethe Biſhop of Liege,and the Lord of Hymbercourt lodged,accompanied 
with two thouſand menand better : and theſaid Biſhop and Hymbercourt they 
tooke with certaine other of the Biſhops familiar friends, but few they ſlew,net- 
ther was the number ofpriſoners great : the reſt fled as men diſcomfited, lea- 
uing bag and baggage behind them, This done the Liegeois retnrned to- 
wards their City not fardiſtant from Tongres; and vponthe way thitherward 
the Lord of Hymbercoutt compounded for his ranſome with a knight called 
M. William de ville, named by the French Za Sauage, who fearing leſt this furi- 


ous people ſhonld kill him, ſuffered him to depart vpon his his word, which not 
withſtan- 


> APY 2 Ou have heard howthe Kingand thisarmy of Burgundy 
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ſtanding he neuer challenged, for ſoone after himſelfe was (laine. The people re- 
joyccd much for the taking of their Biſhop. Farther you ſhall vnderitand that 
they hated exrreamely certaine chanons of the Church taken priſonersthar gay: 
of whom for the firſt r2palt they ſlew five orfixe, one of the which was named , The: were 
Maſter Robert the Biſhops ſpeciall friend, whom mylelte haue often ſeene armed <hinoys of 
at all peeces waiting vpon his Maſter , for fuch is the mannerof the Alemaigne Ss. LO 


. + , : a m.Licye, the 
Prelates. * The ſaid Maller Robert they flew inthe Biſhops preſence,and hewed winch were 
him into a number of ſmall gobbers which.rhey threw one ar another in deriſi-* "ve _— 
on. Tobee ſhort, betore their rerurne to Liege which was but eight leagues ed 


from Tongres, they (|ew fixteene chanons andothers all in manner the Biſhops !99'th and 
nar lacy 


= | | 
ſeruants. [his done, they receiued aduertiſement thac the rreatic betweene the 1, a jy 
King andthe Duke was already begun, whierefore they dilmitlſed certaine Bur- mall, Gerc, 
gundians, ſuppoſing to excule their taulr, by ſeeming to have attempted nothing ! L hiz Evle 


againit rhe Duke, but only againſt thcir Biſhop, whom they 1:d priſoner into ne - 
tie cicie. Thoſe that eſcapedpurall the country inan vprore 75 they went, by 40m . 
me:nes whereof this newes caine {oone to the Duke: ſome (aid all were flaine, o- 4. xms cf 
thers the contrary,forſuch aduertiſcinents are neuerreported after one ſort. Ar France Car! s 
the tengrh certaine arriued that ſawtheſe chanons flaine, who ſuppoling the Bi- ie SOR 


thys Hebart 
ſhop and Hymbercourt to bee of the numver, auowed conſtantly that all were 1:c in the 
murthered,and farther , that they ſaw the Kings amabatlidors inthe companie, ****! here 
, 8 _- I mcnioned 


whom allo they named. All this was tolde the Duke , who foorthwith belecned 11 925, or 


it, andfell into an extreame fury, ſaying that the King was come thitherto abuſe - r = . 
him, and gaue commandement ro thut the gatesof the caſtell and the rowne, 2 5. 


ſpreading a fond rumot that he did it, becauſe of a budget with iewels and mony Kinghad0i n 
that was loſt. The King ſceing himſclfe hur into this lictle caſtle, and a number \* ls: 
S k g ver! Duke ot 
of archers beforethe gate : ſtood in great doubt of his perſon , the rather becauſe Agurane,or 
he lodged hard by a great tower, in the which an Earle of Vernandois had in***: {me of 


nou, who 


times paſt cauſed a King of France one of :is predeceſlors to beflaine *, I was yet 1,4 mind 
in ſeruice with the Duke,and one of his priuie chamber, into the which I centred this Hebarrs 


hitcr. But note 


at my pleaſure, according tothe vic ot this houſe of Burgundy. The Duke when 
the rowne gates wereſhut,commanded all men to void his chamber, andſaid to: 
two orthree of vs that tarried with him , that notwithſtanding he for his part had *** ww" E 
neygr any taſt in this meeting, bur agreed toitonly ro content the King : yer the hl 
King on the contrary ſide was come thither purpotely ro abuſe him. Then rehear- withitndng 


the Dubs 


led he all theſe newes of Liege, howthe King had ordered the marter by his am-,,;, 7.5.9. 
baſſadors and cauſed all hismen to be {laine: and ſuch arage hee was in againſt (obad he him 
the King,and ſothreatned him,rhar Ithinke verily ifthoſe ro whom he ſpake had {*** 13ken & 


impriſoned 


preſſed forward the matreg, and counſelled himto worke the King ſome milſchicfe by tlie qaceof 


he would haue doneit, atthe leaſt hauc impriſoned him in the greattower aboue ** yy 
mentioned. None were preſent when theſe words pafſed the Duke, but my ſelfe yh = 
and two groomes of his chamber, one of the which was named Charles of Viſin , <vledbimro 
borne at Dyion, an honeſt gentleman and in good credit with his maſter. Wee _—_— 
exaſperated not the matter but ſought to appeaſe the Duke as much asin vs lay , »+3rr.of the 


notwithſtanding ſoone after he vſed the like ſpeech to others, by meanes wherof 97d of Biet- 


les impriſon- 


; peram 


icn's v4 on 


it wasþlowne all ouer the towne,, and came at length into the Kings chamber , menr our u- 
who was in maruellous feare, as vniuerſally all men were, becauſe of the great c- thormaketh 
uills they ſaw like to enſue aquarrell begunne berweene two fo great Princes,who ju chap. 
ſure were both blame woorthy, for that they aduertiſed nottheir ſeruanrs of this tr of ds 
meeting,who werefarre from them executing their commandements, wkereby 


ſo:ne great inconuenience was (ure to enſue, 


booke, 


Chp.$, 
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Chap. $. CA diſcourſe wherein is ſhewed , that an enteruiew betweens two 
great Princes for treaty of their affaires hurteth 
morethen profiteth. 


RT is grcat folly for wo Princes being in manner of e- 
MaSBRaRh a} quallforce and cſtate tomeete together, vnleſſe it be 
6/ Sol} incheir youth whentheir mindes are wholly ſer vp- 
pon plealures andpaſtimes, bur after they are come 
to mans eltate,and grown defirous to encroach each 
vpon other, ſuch enterviewes doe bur increaſe their 
hatred and euill will., though happily their perſons 
might be there infafetie , which notwithſtanding [ 
hold almoſt a thing impoſlible. Wherefore itis ber- 
ter topacihie all controverſies by wiſe and diſcreete 
mea, as beforeT haucſaid : forproofe whereof I will rehearſe certaine examples 
that haue happened in my time,ſome of the which my ſelte haue ſecne, and of 
the reſt hauc beene credibly enformed. 
A few yeeres aſter King Ziwi his coronation before the warre called" the 
WE=ALE PYVELIQY began, alfolemn mceting was appointed between him and 
Airy % theKing of Caſtile, * who are the twoneereſt confederated Princes in Chriſten- 
6.n; and che dome,for their league is berweene ting and King, Realme andRealme, and man 
R111 0 © and man oftheirſubies, which alſochey arc both bound vnder great curſes to 
1463. keepe and obſerue inuiolable. To this meeting came &Herry King of Caſtile 
with a goodly traine to Fontarabia, and tbe King our Maſter to Saint Iohn de 
Luz fower leagues diſtant, both of them becing vpon the frontiers of their do- 
minions. I was not preſent my ſclfe at this meeting , but I haue heard both the 
King and the Lord of Lau make repoxt thereof, and baue beene enformed of it 
alſo by certaine Lords of Caftile there preſent with the King their Maſter , who 
came tothis enteruiew accompanied with the Lord great Maſter of Saint Iames, 
and the Archbiſhop of Tolledo which two bare all che {way in Caftile at thar 
time, the Earle of Lodeſme the King of Caſtiles minion was there alſo in great 
braueric, and all the {aid Kings garde, becing to the number of three hundred 
horſe, all Moores of Granado and ſome of them Negros. Bur King Henry hjm- 
ſelte was a man of fo ſmall vnderſtanding, that hee gaue away all his inheritance, 
at the lcaſt ſuffered euery man that would toſpoyle him of it : our King was alſo 
accompanicd with a goodly traine, as you know his manner was, but his garde 
eſpecially was brave andin very good order. To this meeting came inlike man- 
nerthe Queene of Arragon about a controuerſie betweene her and the King of 
\ Caſtile,tor Eſtelle and certaine otherplaces in Nauarre : whereof the king was 
made arbitrator.Butnow for proofe that ſuch enteruiewes betweene great Prin- 
Ces are not meete nor conuenient,you ſhall vnderſtand that theſe two Kings had 
neuer beene at variance,there was noquarrell berwecnerhem , neither ſaw they 
one another paſt once or twiſe ypon a river ide that parteth both their realmes, 
2 Theriners *hard by alittle caſtell called Heurtebiſe,wherethe King of Caſtile paſſed tothe 
— hither ſide of the riuer. Ac their firſt mecting they had no great likjng.one of a- 
wes was na. NOther, eſpecially our King,whoperceiued the King of Caſtile robe bur a ſimple 
mcd Andaye. man dooing nothing of himſelfe , but wholly gouerned by the great Maſter of 
Saint iames and the Archbiſhop of Tolledo abouc mentioned, Wherefore hee 
made no account of their Maſter but ſought their friendfhip!, whereupon they 


came to him to Saiat Tohn de Luz where hee entredinto amity with them , and 
had 
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had great intelligenceby their meanes. The greatelt part of both theſe Princes 

traines lay at Bayonne, and at the very firſt meeting tell rogether by the cares, 

notwithitanding their league : and no maruell. For their manners and languages 

differed. Afterward the Earle of Ladeſme camealſo to vilite the King, ang patied 

the river in a boats, the faile whereof was cloth af gold. Farfher he ware a pairg 

of buskins embrodred thicke with tone, for he was a Prince of great wealth and 

reyenues in Caſtile, and created {ince Duke of Albourg.. In the end thele two 
| confederate nations began to ſcafteand ieft each at other,the King of Caltilewas 
deformed, and the French miſliked his apparell , wherctore they derided him. 

Our King ware his apparell very ſhort, and maruellous yncomely, and was clad 
ſometime in very courſe cloth, beſides that, he ware an old har, differing trom all 

the reſt of his companie, and an image of lead 'vpon it, whereart the Calſtilians 

ielted, ſaying that this proceeded of miſerie, "Thus ended this enteruiew with 

ſuch (cottes and taunts, that afterward thele two Princes neuer loued tagether, 

Farther great diflentian aroſe among the King of Caſtiles ſeruants , which con- 

tinued till his death and long after, in ſuch ſortthat I haue ſeene him the pooreſt 

Prince that euer raigned, and abandoned of Ml his ſeruants and ſubie&ts. The 

Queene of Arragon departed alſo diſcontented , for the King pronounced fen- 

rence for the King of Caſtile. Wherefore both the King of Arragon her busband 

and (he hated him euer after. And notwithſtanding that they vſcd his helpe a 

while in their neceſhtie againſt the towne of Barcelonne, yet endured not their 
friend(hip, but wars aroſe between them,which continued-aboue lixteen yeares, 

and the controutrſie remaineth yet vndecided. Now to proceede to-other 
examples. h 

Duke Charles of Burgundie ſince the time aboue mentjoned, by his owne 

great ſuce and (ollicitation, met with the Emperor Fredericke now raigning, at 

Treues 3, where the Duke made great preparation to ſhew his pompe. and » Tie mes- 
-magnfficencie. The Emperor and hetreated there of many matters, and among ting berween 
thereſt, oftheir childrens mariage, which was afterward accompliſhed, But Þ*Emperor | 
when they had been together a certaine ſpace, the Emperor to the Dukes great was ſaith M- 
reproch and diſhonour departed without leaue taking, wherefore they neyer 57.20% 46s: 
loued after, neither themſclues nor their ſubiets. The Almains diſdained the anno 1472, 
Dukes pompeand loftie manner of ſpeech, ſaying tharit proceeded of pride, the Mor: 1473+ 
Burgungians on the contrary (ide deſpiſed the Emperors ſmall traine , and ſim- ge,,caver. 
ple attire. To be fthort, ghis 1ar grew ſo great tharthe wars of Nuz ſprang therof. 

I was alſoat Saint Paul in Artois when the Duke of Burgundie and King Ed- 

Wardof England met there 4. The Duke had maried his fifter , they were com- + What yeere 
panions of one order, and abodetheretogether two daies. The Kings ſeruants the meeting 
were devidedinto twofattions, and both the parties complained to trheDuke, kbery pr 
whoendlining moreto the onethan the other, encreaſed their hatred, ahd not- Duke was ac 
withſtanding thar, he aided che Kingfor the recouery ofhis realme, Cour of the mm 
whichhe was chaſed by the Earle of Warwicke ) and furniſhed him both of ward lb. z. 


men, money, and ſhips : yetafterthis mecting, they neuer loued together , nei- ©?: ©: 


ther could afford each-othera good word. * 

I was likewiſe at Bruxels when the Palſegraue of the Rheine came thither t0 
the Duke of Burgundie,where he was honorably received, ſumptuoully fealted, 
and lodged in a chamber richly furniſhed. The Dukes men reported the al- 


' mainsto be ſlouens, and void of ciuilicic, alledging thar they threw their mirie 
'bootes _=_ theſe rich and ſtately beds, whereforecuer after they made lefle ac- 
count of them , than before they knew'them. The Almains on the contrarie 
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ſidelikeenuious perſons miſliked this great pompe. To conclude, after this they 


nener loued together, neither ſought to pleaſure one another, 

I ſaw alſo the meeting of the Duke of Burgundie, and D. Sigiſmunde of Au- 
| Ecrerrewas Airich 5, who fold vnto theſfaid Duke the County of Ferrette, bordering vpon 
engaged ts the County of Burgundie for a hundred thouſand gildons,not being ableto de- 
the _ :- fend it againſt the Switzers, Theſe two Princes liked nor greatly one ano- 
— Atrerward alſo Duke $igi/munde made peace with the Switzers, and tooke 
for ſcuenuc againe the ſaid County of Ferette without paying backe the money , whereof 
_—_— enſued infinite harmes to the Duke of Burgundy. At the ſelfe ſame time alſo 
»al. Burgwnd, camethe Earle of Warwicke tothe Duke, whoafter their meeting were morrall 
but 49 enemies cach to other. 
for Iwasalfopreſentartheenterviewe between the King our maſter, and King 
fire thouſand Edyard of England at Picquigny $5, neereto Amiens, whereof I will make men- 
Gn tion heereafter moreatlarge. All that they did there was but meere diffimulati- 
80.chouſand ON, for they performed no whit of that they promiſed. And notwithſtanding, 
gildons.  thatthey were neuer after in war together) becauſe the ſea ſeuered them ) yer 
s When this ; 
meeting was PerfeR triendfhip was there noneberweene them. Wherefore to conclude this 
at Picquigny diſcourſe, me thinke that two great Princes minding to continue in amitie,ought 
lookelid. 4. neuer to mecte together. The occaſions of troubles thar ariſe at ſuch aſſemblies 

are theſe, their ſeruants can not refraine from talking ofmatrers patt, and words 

will eaſily be taken ineuill part. Secondarily, it is impoſſible but that the traine 

of rhe'one ſhould be in better order than the other, whereof ſcoffes ariſe, which 
they that are ſcoffed ftomacke. Thirdly, if they be two nations, their language 
_ apparell differ, and that that pleaſeth the one diſpleaſeth the other, Laſt of 
all, it commonly hapneth that the perſonage of the one Prince is comlier and 
berter to be liked than the other. Wherefore heeis praiſed, and reioyceth and 
glorieth to heare his owne commendation , which cannot bee withour the dif 
praiſe ofrhe other. And notwithſtanding that three or fower daies: peraduen- 
ture after the aſſembly ended, theſe matters bee communed of cloſely and co- 
uertly in mens cares: yet by vſerhey fall in time in open talke at dinners and ſup- 
pers, andſo are reported to both the parties, for few things in this world can be 
concealed eſpecially tales and reports. Thus you haue heard the reaſons andex- 


amplesthat my ſelte haue ſeene touching this point, 


Chap. 9. How the King to deliuer himſel/e out of the Caſtle of Peron, 
ey | | renounced his league with the Liegeos. | 


SSY Ow toreturneafter my long diſcourſe, tothe King who was 
7% £ ſtaiedatPeronne, as you haue heard, the gates remained 
ſhut with watch and! warde:before- them two or three 
daics, all the which time the Duke ſaw not the King , nei- 
therentered any French man'into the Caſtell but by the 
wicket, and bur few after that fort, notwithſtanding none 
ofthe Kings feruants were forbidden to repaire to him, 
but fewe or none of the Dukes went. to commune with 
- him/neither yet into his chamber, eſpecially -of thoſe that were ef any. credit 
with the Duke. The firſt day all men were io great feare, and muttered vp and 
- downe the towne: theſecond the Duke was ſorhewhat pacified,and ſate'in coun- 
- ſella!moſt the wholeday, and partalſo.ofthe night. The King cauſed all thoſe 
to be labbured that he thought could aide him in. this extremitie, making them 


' large offersand promiſes, and commanded alſo fifteene thouſand aomy th be 
iuide 
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dinided among the Dukes ſeruants, but heto _ the tharge was committed 
acquit himlelte not faithfully thereof: tay part-of the money heterained to his 
owne vie, as the King afferward vaderſtoQd.-TheKing featedeſpeciallyichoſe a« 
boue named, that came with this armie of Burgundie, whom-in rinwes patfihad 
beene his owne ſcruants, butwere nowhis brother the Dake of Notwandies as 
they (aid. In this councell aboue mentioned this matter was'dineril yp debared; 
ſome were of opinion char the ſafe conduR giuetiro the Kinglhouldinorde bro- 
ken, ſeeing he offered to ſweare thetreary as it Wis articled: in writing it others 
gave counkell rudely to impriſon him without farther! ceremony, andothers ts 
fend for his brother the Duke of Notmandie; and ro conchide a peace fortheads >» 


nanitage of all the Princes of Fritfice. They that gave this aduiſ thdught, if * w = 


their opinion tooke place, that theKing ſhould be reſtrained of his liberrie for 
euer, and held continually vnder garde, becauſe s preat Prince being inthe hands ' © 
of his enemie, and vied ifter ſuch ſort; neverot very hardly recoucred-hisliber- ' © 
tie for feare ofrenenge. This laſt opirifon failed riot muchto takeeffe@:; forthe + - 
matter was ſo farre forward that Haw a man booted, and ready-to- departwithy 


, 


S$. 


packer of letters to the Duke of Normandie'being then i@ Britaine,andaied . -- 1. - - 


onely for the Duke of Burgundies letter , notwithſtanding alf this was daſhed 
againe. TheKing canſedcertaine onerturesto be made; offering to legyiethere 
in hoſtage the Duke of Bonrbon and the Cardinall his brother, and the Confta- 
ble, and diuers others, vnder this condition, that the peace being concluded he 
might depart ro Compiegne, promiſing incontinent either tocauſe the Liepesi 
to repaire the harmes done, or to declare himſelfe their enemy. The whom 
King named for hoſtages outwardly made earneſt offer of themſclugs, Iknow 
not whether they metitas they laid;'and I doubtme they'did nor : &þr Iverily 
beleeveitthe King had left theth themthere, they ſhould neugr haug returned 
into Fraunce, - 9" 2:21 45 one” 22", 
Allthis night being the third after the newes/came, the Duke neutr vncls- 
thed himſelfe, but lay downe twiſe or thriſe vpon his bed, ind then roſe and 
walked : for fach was hiymanner whetthe was troubled.]lay that night nry#elfe 
in his chamber, and communed with him divers times. In the morninghewas 
frther out of patience than euer before, vling terrible menaces, and being teady 
toexecute ſome great matter : notwithſtanding in the end-he was pacified , and 
reſolued to hold himſelfe contented; ifthe King would ſweare the treaty, and go 
with him to Liege to helpe reuenge the injuries the Liegeois had done him, and 
the Biſhop of Liege his colen, with the which meſſage ſuddenly he departed in- 
tothe Kings chamber, whereof the King had a priuy watch word by a friend 7, *.Itwas Con 
who aduertiſed him that nothing was to be if he agreed to theſetwo — 
Points, otherwiſe that he ſheuld put himſelfe in fo great danger, that none conld King aduiſe 
reater. When the Duke came to the Kings preſence his voice trembled, 199 refule 
and enen there he was like ro fall into anew rage, ſo much was he troubled, His with the Duke 
behaniour towards the King was humble and lowly , bur his countetatice fri. 4-*«l. 8ur- 
ons, and his language ſharpe, for he asked himin few words whether he would 
obſerue the treaty concluded, and alſo freare it : Whereunto the King anfwer- 
ed that he would. Fot you ſhall vnderftand thar the fard _ as touching the 
Duke of Burgundy himſelfe was altered in no point otheryile than it was con- 
cluded before Paris, and 3s touching the: Diike of Normandies partage, it was 
much amended for the Kin g. Forit was agreed that in ftedd Normandie he 
ſhould have Champanic and Brie, ang certaine other pfaces there about, for his 
partage, Then the Duke asked him againe, whether he would go with him 


ro 
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to Liegeto helpe him toreuepge the treaſon the Ligevis had wrought by his 
meanes, and by hiszcomming thigber , putting him alſo in minde of the neere 
kinredithat was betweepe the fad King and. the Biſhop of Liege, being of the 
kouſtof Bourbon, whereunto theKing anſwered, that after he had ſworne rhe 
treazie ( which-was the thing he moſt deſired ) hee would accompanic himta 
Liege, and lead chither with him, as ſmall or as great force as the Duke ſhould 
thinkegood: at which-words;the: Duke much Ivioyend , and incontinent the 
treatio of peace was brought, and the felte fame crolle rhat Charlemajgne viſually 
warexyled thecrofle of vitorie:: taken out of the Kings coffers, 2nd therethe 


* The peace tiwo-Princes ware the treatie; * whereupon all the bels in the rowne. rang for 


of Peronne 


was {vworne 
the fourrtenth 


ioy,andall men wereglad and reioyced. I; hath pleaſed the King ſince to attri- 
bute this honorto me; that I did him great ſeruice in furthering this accord. The 


day oft Ofto- Duke ſent theſe newes foorthwith into Britaine and the treatie with all, wherein 


ber,ann.r46s. 
Meyer lib. 17, 


heſnergdnot himſelte from the laid two Dukes, but named them his confede- 


fol.3 46.pag.t. LALES.. And. ſorethe Lord Charles had nowa good partageinreſpett of the trea- 
where reade 1; made in Britaine, whereby he ſhould have had bur a penſion only of ſixtie 


alſo the con- 


dirions of the thoulandfranks as before you have heard.. -- 


Peace, 


| 


| wee of 10. - Hew the accompanied the Duke of Burgundie, making war | 
nv WP er, 39 =x Liege os, who before were bistonfeder ates. 


heh gHe nextday after the treatie \worne, the King and the Duke 

Ag >. departed from Peronne, and went to Cambray, and from 
thence into the countrey, of Liege in the very beginning of 
# winter, and-ina maruellpys foule ſeaſon, The King had with 
him few ſoldiers or nopgg others than the Scottiſh menrof his 
YL garde, but gaue commandement that three hundred men of 
FF, > armesſhould follow after him. The Dukesarmie was divided 
intotwo bands the one led by the Marſhall of Burgundie (fo often already men- 
tioned) inthe which wereall the Burgundians, andthe noble men of Sauoye a- 
boue-named, belides great forces of the countries of Haynault, Luxemburg, 
Namur,and Lambourg,the other band the Duke himſelfe lead, and when they 
drew neerethecity,of Liege they debatediin.the Dukes preſence what was to be 


done.. Some gaue aduile to diſmiſle part ofthe army , conſidering that the gates - 


and wals of the citie were raſed the yeere before,and thecitizens in vtter deſpaire 
of ſuccour : the King himſelfe being therein perſon againſt them, and offering in 
maner the ſelfe ame conditions of peace on their behalfe that were demanded. 
The Dukeallowed not ofthis opinion, which was a happy turne for him, torif 
he had, hehad marred all, but his ſuſpicion ofthe King cauſed him to take the 

wiſeſt courſe: and fare his Captaines opinion in thinking themſelues too ſtrong, 
Proconged eitherof great pride or of great folly. Notwithſtanding I hauevften 
d divers Capraines gitethe likeaduiſe, ſome becauſe they thinke thereby to 

win an opinion ofhardineſle, and ſome for that they vnderſtand notthe matters 

debated, but wiſe Princes weigh not ſuch fond opinions. As touching this point, 

the King our Maſter had learned his leſſon, for he was ſlow and fearefull in ar- 

tempting any thing: ſo when he once tooke anenterpriſe in hand, he ſo through- 
ly furniſhed himſelfe of euery thingthereunto appertaining , that he could nor 

ut obtaine his purpoſe. | 

. Order was then giuen thatthe Marſhall of Burgundie with his band ſhould 
goe before and lodgein the citie, andif the citizens made difficultie to m_—_ 
| | m, 
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1s him 2s tw. thought they Would nor, becaule divers of then. 1 nee alreadie 
re come to the Duke to treate of peace,.thar thenhe ſhould atcempt ro enter by 
he force, The Taid Marſhall and his company went to Namur, and thenexr day 
he departed thence, and che King and the Duke arriued thcre. But when the Mar- 

,Q {hall approachedneare the City,this fooliſh people ſalied foorth ro the Skirmiſh 
Id and wete eaſily tepulſed, and a great number laine, and thereft retired into c 
ne towne,and at that very inſtant eſcaped their Biſhoppe and came to vs. VV thin 
ly the rowrie'W3s a Legate ent thichec by the Pope to vnderſtandof the variarice 
1C berweetic the Biſhop and the peopleand ro pacitie the matter For the ſentence 
Dr of excommunication pronounced agamſttlicm, wis yctynreuoked, becauſe. of 
bo tlitir fences abouec rehearſed. ThisLegate paſſing the bounds of his commiſi- 

1e on, fauoured altogether thepeople,in hope ro obtaine the Bithopricke tor him- 
In ſclte, and commanded them to take es for_ their de! ence, ang. encouraged 
Go them to diuersother follies. Nounithitaoding, nov. {eein the City in this dan- 
a ger, hee iſſued foth with intent to flie, but was taken; "anda FP hismraie being to 
Ic the number otfue-and twenty very well mounted. \ The . Duke bearing, thele 


elves ſeemed notwirhllanding to rake! n@ notice thereof, bur ſcnEword to.choſe 

At took him gharthey ſhoutdle leade him into ſom {ere t place,and make their 

pibgte: af hint a Fo ob fome Merchant,aodj j1,n0 wiſe t ro 6 adyertile im» of this re 

lehr, alleadging ;thatif hee game open|yore his caving: couldnorſuffer ch cheti 
NAT © 
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_ withſtanding they could not dbe whey Were comman ed,, bur fell! 3 we 
N far hiw in ſuch ſort,thatopenly ar, EEE 2r claimed part in the 
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ſort that the men of armes being all on foote ſtoode in mire aboue the ankles. 
Once all the citizens thoughttoſalie foorth at rhe ſaid gate with great torches & 
lights, but our men had mounted fowre good peeces of artillery in the very 
mouth thereof, the which ſhortwile ot thriſe _ the high ſtreete, and flewa 
great number, whereupon they all retired out of the ſuburbes, and ſhut their 
gates. But during thisskirmiſh in the ſuburbes, the other that had ſalicd foorth 
to aſſayle the pages aboue mentioned, tooke certaine cattsnearetothe rowne,in 
the which they lodged themſelues very vncommodiouſly,and tarried without the 
city from two of the clocke after midnight, till fixe in the morning, but ſo ſoone 
as the day brake that one might deſcrie another, they were repulled,and in their 
retraict M. John de Villette,and one or two more of theit captaines were hurt, who 
died all within two dayes after, 


Chap. 11. How the King arriued in perſon weth the Duke of 
Burgundy, before the City of Liege. | 


=»Y Ocwicbſtanding that ſalics ot of a towne be ſometimes ne- 
= - Us ccſlary, yet are they very dangetous forthoſe that defend 
[NNa&lla) the place, forthe loſle of ten ismore to them, than of an 
C S hundred to thoſe thar beliege them, firſt becauſe their 
& number is not equall, ſecondarily, becaulc they cannortpur 
hy J 5 men into the rovwne at rote, , and laſtly becauſe happily 
SA? LF they maylooſe one of their principall leaders, which mj- 
ſhappe cauſeth ofcevtimes the loſſe alſo of the place. Theſe 
diſcomfortablenewes were forthwith broughtto the Duke, lying foure or five 
leagues from the rowne, andrhe firſt report was, that his whole vaward was diſ- 
comficed, yerthat notwithſtanding hee and the whole army mounted on horſe- 
backe, commanding that no word ſhould bee madeto the King of this misfor- 
tune. And when h&e drewneerethe city on the cOUrey fideto that where his 
vaward lay,hee was advertiſed that all was well, andthe lofſe nothing ſo great as 
was thought, neither afy man of nameſlaine bur "knight of Flaunders named 
Monficur de Sergine, notwirhſtanding they ſent him word that the valiant gen- 
cemen andſouldiers of rhis vaward were vtrterly wearied, and in great trouble 
and diftrefſe, for all that night they had ſtood vpright in the mire by the rowne. 
zate; Fartherthcy told him that certain of the foormen that fled werererturned ſo 
ifcouraged,thar they ſeemed vnfitfor any great exploit. Wherfore theydefired 
him for Gods loue to make Haſte, tothe end the citizens might be forced to retire 
every mantothedefence of his owne quatter, & that it would pleaſe himto ſend 
thern ſome vitratles, for they had nor one morſell ofmear. The D.forthwith cem- 
matided rwoor chree hundred co ride thither as faſt as their horſes covld gallop, 
ro comforthis ſoldiers, & ſenic after them'all the vitcaile he could come by, andſo 
was it high time, for by the ſpace oftwo dayes almoſt & a night, they had neither 
earennor drunke,vnles ir wereſome one that carried a draught of wine in a bottle. 
Befdes thar, the weather was maruellous foule,ncither could they poſſibly enter 
the towne on that fide they lay, vnleſſe the D. embuſgd the enemy onthe other 
fide; A rn of them were hurt,and among the reſt the Prince of Orenge 
(whom Thi forgotten roname before) who behaucd himſclfe that day like a 
cotrapious gendleman, forheneuer moouedfoor off the place hee firſt poſſeſſed. 
The Lords of Lan and Yrfe did allo very valiantly, butthe number ofthe foore- 
men thar fledthe night ofthe ikicmiſh was acthe leaſt reti thouſands]t was almoſt 
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darke night wben the Duke receiued this newes, butafter he had diſpatched all 
his bulines,he returned to his enlign,& reherfed the whole order of theskirmiſh 
to the King, who reioyced to heare that allwas ſo well, for the contrary might 
haue turned to his pretudice. W hen they approched neare the town, a great 
number of gentlemenand men ofarmes lighted onfoote, with the archers to 
take the ſuburbes, which wereealily wonne,and there the baſtard of Burgundy 
(who had great charge inthis army vnder the Duke, the Lord of Rauaſtaine, 
the Earte ot Roucy the Conſtables ſonne, and diuers other gentlemen lodged 
euen hard by the gate, which the enemies had alſo repaired as the former. The 
Duke lodged in the midſt of the ſuburbes; butthe King lay that night ina great 
erange,a quarter ofa league from the towne, where was very good lodging, be- 
ing accompanied with a great number ot men,as well of his ownas of ours. 
This town is fituate vpon mountains and vallies,and in a marvellous fruitfull 

ſoile *, the river of Maze runneth through it : it is about the greatneſſe of Roan, ' co —__ 
& was at chat time a maruellous populous City.From the gate where welodged —_ prong, 
to the other where our vaward lay, the way was ſhortthrough the town, bur pag 375. 
withour, it was the at leaſt three leagues going,ſo crooked & fouleare the wayes 
eſpecially in winter, in the midſt whereot we came thither, ] heir wals were all 

raled,ſo that they might ſallie forth where beſt liked them, and their defence was 

onely a little rampar of earth : for the town was neuer ditched, becauſe the foun- 

dation is hard and ſharp rocke. The firit night of the Dukes arrivall,our vaward 

was much refre{hed and eaſcd : for the force within the towne was then diuided 

into two parts. About midnight they gave vs a hote alarm, wherupon the Duke 

iſſued forthwith into the ſtreet, and ſoone afterarriued alſo the King and the 

Conſtable with great ſpeed, conſidering how farre off they lay. Some cried 

they ſaly out at ſuch a gate, others ſpake divers diſcomfortable words,the darke 

-- rx y weather increaſed alſo their feare. The Dukelacked no courage, but 

failed ſomtime in good order giuing;& to lay the truth, at this time he behaued 

not himſelfe ſo aduiſedly as many withed, becauſeofthe kings preſence. Wher- 

fore the King tooke vpon him authority tro command,and ſaid to the Conſtable 

Leade your men into ſuch a quarter, for ifthey ſaly that istheir way : and 

ſureboth his words and behautour ſhewed him to be a Prince of great vertue 

and wiſdom, and well acquainted with ſuch exploites: notwithſtanding this | 


greatalarme proued nothing, whereupon the King and the Duke returned to — 
ceth ehate 


their lodging. Duke for di- 
The next morning camethe King and lodged alſo in the ſuburbes in alitle houſe ers confide- 


hard by the Dukes lodging, accompanied withan hundred Scotiſh men of his '7t0n+bad 


guard, and his men ofarmes lying 1n a little village hard by him, which bred 1:ckeq he 
great ſuſpition in the Duke,that he would either enter the city, or eſcape before Kings com- 
it were taken *,or peraduenture worke him ſome diſpleaſure lying ſo neare him. water pe 


Wherfore he putintoa great grange iuſt between their two lodgings three hun- bur thar the 
dred men ofarms, being all the lower of his houſe, who brake down the panes F989 bind 


of the wals to faly forth the more ſpeedily if need ſo required, and theſe had ith apse- 
their eyes continually vpon the kings lodging which was hard by the. The ſiege rence of good 
| . will offred 

continued eight dayes, during which ſpace neither the Duke nor any ofthe c0- jj, (1g ow 
pany vnarmed themſelues. But theeuening before the towne was taken , the withhim, 
Duke determined to aſſault it the next morning being Sonday the 30. of Odo. we 0 
ber,the yeare 146 1.and the token giuen to our vaward was this, that when they Qancesconk- 
heard one bombard,and two great ſerpentines, diſcharged one incontinent after _ _— 


another, without any more {hot,they ſhould then couragiouſly goto the aſſault, 1 wruh, 
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and the Duke on his ſide would doe the like. Farther, the hower appointed for 
the enterpriſe, was eight ot the clocke in the morning. The ſame night the aſſault 
was thus concluded, the Duke vnarmed himlſelte, which ſince the beginning of 
this ſiege he had not done, and commanded the whole army, eſpecially thoſe 
that lodged inthe grange betweene his lodging and thekingsto do the like, to 
the end they might refreſh chemiſelues : bur the (elfe ſame night the citizens as 
though they had been aduertiſed ofthis determination, concluded to make a 
falic ont ofthe rowne on this {ide,as they had before on the other. 


Chap. 12. How the Liegeois made 4 deſperate ſally upon the Duke 
of Burgundies men,where he and the King 
were 11 great aanger. 


Will now rehearſe an example whereby you ſhal perceive 
how ealily euen a few enemies may worke a great Prince 
diſpleafure, & how much it importeth Princes through- 
ly to waigh their enterpriſes beforerhey attempt them. 
Within this City was not one man of warre but of their 
owne territory,they had with them neither Knight nor 
eſquire: for thoſe few they had wereecither ſlaine or burr 
two or three dayes before in the fallie aboue mentioned. 
They were enfurniſhed of gates, wals, trenches and artillerie ought worth. To 
belhort, within the towne were none but the citizens themſelues, and ſeuen or 
Eight hundred footmen of a little territory beyond Liege, called Franche- 
mount: true it is that the people of thoſe parts haue euer been accounted good 
ſoldiers.But now tothe matter, Theſe Liegeois deſpairing of ſuccours, ſeejng 
the King there in perſon againſt them, concluded to makea deſperare falie, and 
to put all things in aduenture, knowing themlſelues to be but loſt men. 
Theirenterpriſe was this, they determined that by the breaches of their 
wals, hanging ouerthe backſide of the Dukes lodging,their beſt ſoldiers being 
ſixe hundred men of the country of Franchemont ſhould fallie foorth, leading 
with them for guides the hoſtes ofthe Kings lodging and of the Dukes. Far- 
ther there lay a priuie way through the rockes, by the which 'they might come 
vnder covert almoſt to the lodgings of both theſe Princes before they were dil- 
couered, prouided that they made no noiſe: and as touching our ſcoures that 
lay in their way, they made accounteyrher to kill them, or be at the Princes 
lodgings as ſooneasthey. Thus they reſolued to follow theſe two hoſtes into 
their houſes, where thetwo Princes lodged, without ſtaying by the way in any 
place, hoping to ſteale vpon them on luch a ſudden, that eyther they would 
kill them, or leade them away priſoners before their forces could come to ſuc- 
cour them, conſidering withall how ſhort their retreate was into the towne, 
and ifthe worſtfell ( that was to die: ) they were fully reſolued in the exe- 
cuting of ſuch an enterpriſe to take their death in good part:for they ſaw them 
ſelues but loſt men on all ſides. They gaue order alſo that all the people of the 
towne with hue and crie, ſhould iſſue foorth at the gate opening vppon the 
ſuburbes where welay, truſting thereby to diſcomhrte all our company that 
lodged there. Neither werethey out of hope of a goodly vitory,at the leaſt, 
they were ſure ofa glorious end. This their <br notwithſtanding it had 
beene deſperate and dangerous, though they had beene accompanied with 
athouſand valiant men otarmes : yet theſe few fayled not much toatchieue it. 
| For 
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Fer according to their deterrgination thele {ixe hundred men of Franche-monrt 
falied forth by the breaches oftheir wals, about ten ofthe clocke at night, and 
came On a ſudden vpon our fcouts,& ſlew them, threeotthem being Gentlemen 
ofthe Dukes houſe,and ifrhey had gone ſtraight forth wichout any noiſe to the 
place appointed, vndoubredly they had (lain both theſe Princesin their beds: 
Bur you (hall vnderſtand that behind the D. of Burgundies lodging,there was 
a pauilion where the D. of Alenſon that now is, and Monſieur de Cran lodged. 
There thele Liegeois ſtaid a while and thruſt their pikes through it,& ſlew a (e- 
uing man within it: whereupon a noyſearoſe inthe campe,which cauſed ſom to 
arme themſelues,at the leaſt to ariſe. From this pauilion they departed towardes 
the two Princes lodgings, wherunto adioyned the grange abouc mentioned into 
the which the Duke had put three hundred men oft Armes. There they ſtayed a 
while alſo,and thruſt their pikes in at the panes ofthe wals, which{thele men of 
armes had broken downeto ally forth with the more ſpeed. All the genilemen 
that lay there had vnarmed tkemlelues not paſt two houres before to retreth 
them againſt the aſſault the nextmorning : inthe which eſtate theſe Liegeois 
found them. Notwithſtanding a few ofthem hauing put on their quiracies be- 
cauſe ofthe noiſe they heard at the Duke of Alenſons pauilion, fought with their 
enemiesat the broken panes of the wals, and at the dore, which was the onelie 
preſeruation oftheſe two great Princes lives: for this delay gauea great manylei- 
ſure to arme themſelues, and rocome forth into theſtreer.l lay that night inthe 
Dukes chamber(which was very ſtraight) with two other gentlemen of his pri- 
uy chamber,& aboue him lodged'12. archers that, kept the watch & late vp at 
dice, but the body of his watch ſtood by the towne gate farre from his lodging, 
To be ſhort,the Dukes hoſt came with a band of Liegeois, and aflailed his owne 
houſe,the D.being within it, vpon ſuch a ſudden that we hardly had leiſure to 
buckle his quirace about him,and put afallet on his head:for immediately as we 
went down the ſtairs to iſſue forth into the ſtreet, we found our archers buſied in 
defending the dore and windowes againſt the Liegeois,farther there was a mar- 
uellous noyſe in the ſtreets, ſome cried, God ſaue the King,others,God ſauethe 
Duke,and others,God faue the King, kill,kill,kill.Je was two Pater noſters while 
before our archers and we could get forth ofthe houſe, we knew not in what 
eſtate the king was, nor whether he were with vs oragainſt vs, which much trou- 
bled vs.Incontinent after we were iſſued foorth with two or three torches, wee 


 metothers inthe ſtreetes with lights alſo, & ſaw fighting & killing round about 


Vs, but the confli& ſoone ended: for men came running on all ſides to the 
D.lodging.The firſt man ofthe enemies that wasſlain was the Dukes hoſt,but he 
died not preſently, for my ſelfe heard him (peake. To be ſhort all the Liegeois 
that novemaiel him,a very fewexcepred were alſo {[aine. They aſſaulted in 
like manner the kings lodging, into the which his hoſt entred & was ſlain by the 
Scotilhmen of his garde, who ſhewed themſelues tall fellowes : for they neuer 
ſtirred from their Maſters foore, but ſhot arrowes continually which hurt moe 
Burgundians then Liegeois. The Citizens appointed to iſſue forth atthe towri 
gate ſalied accordingly, but our watch being aſſembled,repulſed them inconti- 
nent, neither ſhewed they themſelues ſo deſperateas theſe others. Immediately 
aftertheſe were beaten backe, the King and the Duke mer, doubting becauſeof 
the number they ſaw ſlaine, their owne loſſe to be great : notwithſtanding of 


_ their men few were ſlain, but many hurt.Vndoubtedly iftheſe Liegeois had not 


ſtayed at thele two places abouementioned,eſpecially at the grange wherethey 


tound reſiſtance, but had followed theſe two hoſts being their guides, ans had 
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{laine both the King and the Duke,and thereby geraduenture diſcomfited ths 
wholearmy. Both the Princes returned to their lodgings wonderfully abaſhed 
at this deſperate enterpriſe,and forthwith fatein counſel] ro take aduile what 
ſhould be done touching the aſſavitthe next morning. Ihe King ſeemed to 
ſtandin great doubt of the; matter, in reſpeR of himlelfe in very deed, for know- 
ing how greatly the D.doubted wars with France, it hee were once out of his 
hands: bee feareh, if the City could not be taken by.aflaule, that bis return in- 
tothis realm ſhould bedelayed,and peraduenture himſelte impriſoned” tor the 
Dukes better ſecurity. Whereby you may perceive in how miſerable eſtate 
theſe two Princes lived, which could by no meanes afſurethemſe]ues each of 0+ 
ther : for they had concluded and folemnely ſworne a finall peace not paſt 15, 
dayes before, yet could all this put neither otthem in aſſurance, 


Chap.13. How the City of Liege was aſſaulted, taken and 
ſpoiled, andthe Churches alſo. 


his returne from this fally aboue mentioned to his lodging 
ſent for certaine of the Dukes principall ſeruants that had 
been in counſell about the aflault, and erquired of them 
what was concluded. T hey tolde him tbat the reſolution 
was to aſſault the City the next morning, according tothe 
order hiſt ap obned. Then hee very wiſely began to al- 
leage divers grear doubts,which pleaſed well the Dukes men, for they allfeared 
the aſſault maruellouſly both becauſe of the great number of people withinthe 
towne,and alſo becaule of the deſperate ſallie made not paſt two howres before: 
wherefore being deſirous to ſtay the aſſault for two or thee Caies, and take the 
towne by compoſition, they went forthwith to the Duke to make report of the 
K ings allegations, my ſelte being preſent when they came. T herethey rehearſed 
all the doubtsthe King alleadged,and as many as they themlelues cculd deviſe, 
bur all they fathered vpon the King,doubting that he would notrake it wel at 
their hands. The D.anſwered,that the K. alleadged theſe doubts only to ſaue 
the citizens,and tooke it in euill part, ſaying,that there could be no danger inthe 
enterpriſe, conſidering that they within could make no counterbattery,neither 
had any wals for their defence,adding alſo that the rampersthey hadmadeatthe 
gates were already beaten down, wherfore he would vic no further delay,but go 
tothe aſſault the next morning as it was concluded. Notwithſtanding he would 
be contented that the King,ifit ſo pleaſed himzſhold go to Namurrtillthe taking 
oftherown vnder this condition, not to depart thencetill the iſſue ofthisenter- 
priſe were ſeen : which anſwer pleaſed none of them all, for every man feared the 
aſſau'r becauſe of this ſalie.T he D.anſwere was reported totheK.not info hard 
termesas he delivered it, butin much milder language. The K. vnderſtood the 
meaning of it wellenough.and ſaid hewould not goto Namur, but be at theaſ- 
fault the next day among thereſt.Jn mine opinion if he bad been ſo diſpoſed he 
might very eaſily haue eſcaped that night, for he had with him an bundred ar- 
chers of his gard, & certain gentlemen of his houſe, beſides three hundred men 
ofarmes that lodged hard by him : but vndoubredly where he ſtood vpon his 
honcorhe would not be ſtained with cowardiſe. Euery man repeſed himſelfe in ' 
hisarmortill morning, & ſome diſpoſed of their conſciences, becauſethe enter- 


priſe keemed very dangerous, When it was brode day light,and that the houre 
appoints 


» HeKing to rid himſelſe of all danger, about an howre afier 
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appointed drew neere,which was cight of theclocke, the Duke commanded the 
bombard and the two ſerpentinesro bee diſcharged, thereby to aduertiſe our va- 
ward of rhe aſſault, which Jay on the other (ide tar trom vs, if you take the way 
without the rowne,but not farre going through ir,as before you haue heard. They 
hearing rhe (hot incontinent prepartd themſeluesto the aſſault, The Dukes trum- 
pers ſounded, and his enfignes were aduanced toward the walls, their bands fol. 
lowing them. The King (toodinthe middelt of the ſtreet well accompanied,for 
all his three hundred men of armes, his garde, and certaine noble men; and gen- 
tlemen of his houſe were with him. And when we approched ſo neere the walls : Some witte 


at they and we ſhould have ioyned, no reſittance was found , neither any man = here 
: were ſlaine 


£© vpon the walls, ſaue two orthree of the watch, allthereſt were gone to dinner, one day at 
"luppoſing we would nor giue the aſſault vponthe Sonday, 1othat we foundthe Licge 106000 


.D, oo 
cloth laid in cuery houſe at our entry, Small account is tro bee made of rude peo- 1.5.1) - 


ple,vnlefle they be led by ſome caprtaine whons they reuerence, although ſome-thouland, and 


timc in their fury they bee greatly ro be feared. 12000 Wo- 
, men drawned 


Theſe Liegeois were before the aſſault marucllouſly ſpent and wearicd , partly |n the riuce, 


abccauſe of rhcir ewo allies, wherein they loſt a great number of their men arid — 
all theirleaders, and partly becauſe of the greatlabour and trauel| they had ſuſtai- _ was 


ned the ſpace of eight daies : for becauſe they lay open to the enemie on all {ides, Commirer,who 


they were all forced to be continuallie vpon the walis,and I ſuppoſe they thought ng 


torepole themſelues this day becauſe of the Sabaoth , but it chaunced to them haue beene 


contrarie to their «xpeation. On that ſide we entered wasnorefiſtance made z —_ 
I ing 


and lefſe on the other where our vawardlay, which entered the towne before vs. ,,, auhor 

Few were laine *, for all the people fled by the bridge ouer the river of Maze mult heere | 
towards the countrey of Ardennes, and from thence to other places for their j2evadere 
more ſafetie. On the fide that wee entred 1 ſaw but two men and one woman ly as though 


ſlaine, neither thinke I that there died rwo hundred perſons in all, forthe reſt fled _ — 


or hid themſelves in Churches and houſes. The King ſeeing noteliſtance, andthe 1, in allfor 
whole armie ( being as I gheſſe to the number of forty thouſand ) ny into hismeaning 
the towne at two breaches, marched forward at leaſure, to whomthe Duke being * 97%) 4 
entred a good way into the city ſuddenly returned, and accompanied him to trance into 
the palace, from whenee he went to the cathedrall Church of SaintLambert®, rhe (AN 
which his men were about to breake into by force to take ptifoners and ſpoyle no: ra Dad 
that was conueighed thither. And notwithſtandidg that hee had appointedcer- boue 200. 
faine ofhis houſe to garde the ſaid Church : yer could theynor doe it becauſe the 4,8 
ſouldiers aſſaulted both the doores. Wherefore the Duke bimſelfe went thither, that were 
and one man I ſaw him kill with his owne hand 3, whereupon all the companie _ Fw oah 
diſparkled, and the Church was vnſpoyled. Notwithſtanding in the end, ;they and flight, i 
that were within jt were raken and their goods alſo; The reſt of the Churches <2=-0*be bur 
(becing fo many innumber , that I hauc heard the Lord of Hymbercourt, who awe 
knew the rowne well , report as many maſſes to bee ſung there euery day'as in died, neither 
Rome +) were in a manner all ſpoyled vnder a colour of taking priſoners. For mine weve nag 
owne part entred intonone bur the Cathedrall Church, but thus Iwas aduerti- otherwiſe. , 
ſed and ſaw alſo goodproofe thereof: for the Pope many. yeeres after excom- > >9me-co- 
municated all thoſe that withheld any oftheſe Church goods, vnleſle they re- ing 
ſtored them, and the Duke appointed certaine commiſſioners4xo goe through his _ buc 
country, to ſee the Popes commandement execmed. The city becing thus taken; — 


Lambert which Annal. Burgund, and Guicci, report to bee the prineipall Church in Linge- 3 The Duke flue before the 
Church of Saint Lamberttwo or three archers wi:h his owne hand. Le Marche, 4 There werein Liege to the number of 


ewo and thirty Charches andeight Colledges of Prieſts, Meyer, foyer abbies , fower f/ierics, three nunneries, and without and 
within the toyyne 3boue an hundred Churches, Guicei, Hubertus, | 


and 
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and ſacked, about noone,the Duke returned tothe palace. The King had already 
dined,and ſeemed greatly to reioyce at the taking of the towne , and commen- 
ded alſo much the Dukes courage and valiantneſle, knowing chat report thereof 
ſhould be made to him, and that theſe good wordes would ſomewhar further his 
returne into his realme,which was his ſpeciall deſire. After dinner the Duke and 
he met and communed _—_— very pleaſantly: and ifthe Kjng commended 
his valiantnefſe behind his backe , I warrant you hee diſpraiſcd it not before his 
face,which the Duke tooke in very good part. 

I muſtnow returne toſpeake ſomewhat of this miſcrable people thar fled our 
of the citie, for proofe of a diſcourſe I made inthe beginning of this hiſtoric rou- 
ching the inconueniences I haue ſeene enſue a bartell loſt by a King, a Duke, or a 
meaner Prince. Theſe miſerable ſoules fledde through the country of Ardennes 
with their wiucs and children. But a Knight dwelling in thoſe parrs , who cuer 
before had taken part with them, flew now a greatnumber of them , andto re- 
couer the conquerors fauour, ſent word thereof to the Duke reporting the nam- 
ber of thoſe that were flaine andtaken, to bee much greater than indeed it was : 
Notwithſtanding thatit were great, whereby he made his peace with the Dukes 
and ſaued himſelte. Others fled towards Meziers vpon the Maze becing within 
therealme of Fraunce, but vpon the way: two or three of their Captaines were 
taken, (one of the which was named Madowler) who were led tothe Duke, and 
by his commandement put to death. Some oftheſe people died alſo of hunger , 
ſome of cold,and ſome for lacke of ſleepe, 


Chap. 14.. How King Lewis returned into Fraunce with the Duke of Burgundies con- 
ſent, and how the Duke proceeded in deſtroying the countries of Liege and 
Franchemont. | 


M& Ower or five daies after the taking of the towne, the King be- 
| A an to ſollicite ſuch ofthe Dukes ſeruants as hee held forhis 


ends to mooue their Maſter for his departure , but him- 


3 This was 
the treaty of ſelfefirſt brake the matter tothe Duke after a ſage and wiſe 
Conflans,at CRE ſort, ſaying, that if he could ſtand him in any more ſteed hee 
the concluſis 0X . 

whereof theſe FY ſhould not ſpare him,otherwiſc he deſired to rerurne to Pa- 
chree heere Þ ris to cauſe the treatyto berecorded in the Court of iparlia- 
pr nk, mio ment : for the manneria Fraunce is , torecord all treatics 


ſelſe before there,otherwiſe they are of no force, notwithſtanding the Kings authority may 


ron doe much therein. Herequired alſothe D. that the next ſummer they monghr 


Dukes ene- MEet againe in aq rgundy, and make merry a month together , whercunto the 
mics & tooke Duke in the end agreed , mumbling ſomewhar to himlelfe. Farther the Duke 
Fe eerbere. commanded the treaty to bee reade againe before the King to know whether 
fore noreaſon Ought werepafſed in it that he miſliked , purting him to his choice to allow or 


Arwtwlry diſallow thereof at kis pleaſure. Somwhar alſo hee excuſed himſelſe for bringing 


ſecke ro have him to this fiege. Laſtly hee beſought him that one article might bee added to 
n_ _ therreaty in fauour of the Lords of Lau ;'and Viſe, and Poncet of Riuiere, to 
tm —_ .s wit,thatcthey moughe bereſtored toall their eſtates and offices that they enioy- 
his friends, ed before the wars began, which requeſt milliked the King, for there was norea- 
ſeeing xt the ſon why the Duke ſhould require to haue them comprehended in the treatie, 
thereof they both for that they were none of his partakers inthe warres abouc mentioned *, 
_ his ene” and alſo becauſe they ſerucd the Lord Charles the Kings brother, not the Duke. 

; Notwithſtanding the King anſwered that hee would graunt his demaund vpon 


condicion 


—— 


s 
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condition that he would accord the like to the Lords of Neuers and Croy» 
whercunto the D. replied nought. This was a very wiſeanſwer of the King, for 
the Duke hated theſe Lords by him.named fo extreemely, and held {6 goodly , +1. ,, FR 
ofſefions ot theirs, thar he would neuer haue condeſcended to reſtore them : riextheFrench 
of the other articles the King anſwered he would alcer none, bur confirmed the _ —_— 
whole treaty as they two had ſworneitar Peronne. Thus was it agreed that the "Ng cont 
King ſhould returne home, aud the Duke accompanied him bur halfe a league. 4rriews, £ 
But at their leaue raking the King laid chus vnto him, ifmy brother whois now —_—_— 
in Britaine will notaccepr this partagetharI have giuen him for your ſake, what 2ugon. s —_ 
will you that I doe. Whereunto the Dukeanlwered ſuddenly without father de- a bins 
liberation, ithe will not, Ireferrethe order thereofro yowrwo, ofthe which de- is Aymeries 
mand andanſwer ſprang a great marteras hereafter youſhall heare. Thus re- in Henautr, 
turned the King in great ioy, being fate conducted by gheLords of Cotdesand yoOc__ 
Demeriez * great bailite of Haynaulr, ro the frontiers of the Dukes domiinions,” Guicci. Inthe 
The Dukeabode (till in the city of Liege, which was extremely handled I muſt{ecrption of 
need conteſſe, but ſure they had well deſerued ſo to be dealt with, becauſe of the the time an- 
great cruelties chey had continually vied againſt the Dukes ſubieRs cuer ſince tÞorin his de- 
his grandfathers daies. Belides rhar, they never performed any promiſe, nor ,;{1; nth 
kept any treaty they made, and this was the fift yearerthat the Duke himſelfe the man « £- 
had been there yeare by yeare in perſon, and concluded peace, which ordinarily —_—— 
the next yeare they brake. Further they had continued excommunicated of place namerh 
long time, for their great cruelty againſt cheir Biſhop, whereof notwithſtanding bimEmericy 


. . M Ayn.ers* 
they made no account, neither would obey the commandements ofthe Church ;, "729 


on thar behalte. . e»s,ſo that I 


Immediarely afterthe Kings departure,the Duke with ſmall force determined Pp+ tbe 


to go into Franchemont, a countrey a little beyond Liege, lying among ſharpe haue criflaed 
rockes ard thicke woods. From thence came the beſt ſouldicrs the Liegeois had, it, but that des 
and ofthis countrey were they that made the deſperate fally aboue mentioned. __ __ 
Before his departure a great number of poore priſoners that hid themſelues in our of doube, 
houſes at the taking of the towne were drowned. Further it was concluded thar —— 1 
this city heretofore ſo populous, ſhould be burned at three ſeuerall times 3, and into three 
threeor foure thouſand tootmen of the countrey of Lambourg 4, being neigh- cw 
bors to the Liegeois, and almoſt of the ſame manners and language, were ap-&*. Scferge 
pointed to fireit, bur to ſaue the Churches. Firſt, the great bridge built ouer the tiontorthe | 
river of Maze was beaten downe,then a great number were choſen to defend the a—— 
cannon houſes about che Cathedral church,tortheend they might have lodging three ſeucrall 
that ſhould ſay diuine ſeruice. In like manner alſo divers were appointed for de- {mes 
fence of the other Churches. T his donerhe Duke departed intothe countrey ,;. ey 
of Franchemonr, and immediately after he was out ofthe towne we ſaw a great bourg 2s 1 
number ofhoulcs on this (ide the river on fire: he marched forward & lodged ini bs 
4-leagues off, yer hard we the noiſe as eaſily as ifwe had been there preſent: I wot Luxembourg, 
not whetherit were becauſethe winde fate that way,or becauſe welodged vpon #7 have alle 
theriuer. The nextday the Duke departed thence, and thoſe that were left be- a. 
hind inthe rowne continued ſtil the fire as they were commandM, bur the chur- in mine op ni- 
ches were all ſaued a few excepred, and aboue three hundred houſes to lodge the a _ 
Church-men, which cauſed the rowne fo ſoune to be replenithed againe : for by Liege, but 
much people returned to dwell with theſe Prieſts. U—— 
Becauſe of extreame froſt and cold the greateſt part of the Dukes army was — 
forced to goe on foot into the country of Franchemont, which had nenera wal- 
led rowne in it butall villages. The Duke lodged fiue or fix daies in a little valley 


called 
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called Pollenee, his army was diuided into two bands the ſooner to deftroy the 
country. Allthe houſes he commanded to be burned,and alltheiron mils bro- 
ken, which is their onely trade of "living. Farther our men hunted the poore 
people out of great woods and forreſts where they lay hidden with their goods, 
and many they {lew and rooke priſoners, and there the ſoldiers got good boo- 
ties. Thecold was more extreame then is almoſt credible: for I ſawa gentleman 
that with cold loſt the vic of his foot aud never recouered it,and a Page that had 
twoof his fingers rotted from his hand, and in like manner a woman dead for 
cold and her child with her, whereotſhe was newly delivered. Farther by the 
ſpace of three daies all the wine that was drunke in the Dukes lodging was cut 
with hatchets : for it was ſo frozen in the veſſels that hee was forced to breake 
them, and cut the wine being a maſle of yce into ſmall peeces, which men bare 
away in hats & baskets as beft liked them. I could rehearſe divers other ftrange 
accidents of the cold tolong to write. To conclude, at eight daies end hunger 
drauec vsthence in haſte,and the Duke departed to Namur, and ſo into Brabant, 
where he was honourably recciued. 


Chap. 15 How the King by ſubtile means perſuaded the Lord Charles his brother to 
take the Dachy of Guienne for Brie and Champaigne, to the Duke of Bur- 
gundies diſcomtentment, 


& . &Þ|He Kingafter his departure from the Duke returned with 
IEA great ioy into his realme, attempting nothing againſt the 

£A&Y Duke for his euill viage at peronne and Liege, bur ſeeming 

Thr ? to takeall in good part. Notwithſtanding {harpe warre 

[A] aroſc afterward between them, bur not ſoone, neithet was 

4 WAS this the chiefe cauſe thereof, (though happily it might in 

YN A partfurther it :) forif this treaty had beene concluded at 
on"— Paris, ithad paſſed in effe asit did at Peronne. But the 
Duke by his officers aduiſe ſoughtto aduance the bounds of his dominions, be- 
ſides that divers ſubtile praiſes were vied to ſet theſe two Princes againe at va- 
riance, as you ſhall heare when occalton ſerueth. The Lord Charles of France 
the Kings onely brother and late Duke of Normandy, being aduertiſed of this 
treaty made at Peronneand the partage aſſigned to him thereby : ſent foorth 
with tothe King deſiring him to ne the treaty and performe his pro- 
miſe. The King ſent in like manner to him about that matter and many meſlen- 
gers ranto and fro between them. The Duke of Burgundy ſent alſo his ambaſ- 
fadors to the faid Lord Charles, deſiring him to accept no other partage then 
Champaign and Brie, which by his meanes was granted him, ſhewing him 
withall how great good will he bare him, ſith notwithſtanding he had abando- 
ned him, yet would he not doethelike as the ſequell well declared, but had alſo 
comprehended the Duke of Britaine in the treaty as his confederate, Further 
he ſent him word that Champaigne and Brie lay very commodiouſly for them 
both, becauſe ifthe King fhould at any time attempt ought againſt him, hee 
might within twodaies warning haue ſuccours out of Burgundy : The two 
countries bordering one vponan other. Laſtly, he aduertiſed him that his par- 
tage was very good,and that he might leuy in bis countries, aides,cuſtomes, and 
fublidies, neither could the King claime any thing there but homage,reſort,and 
ſoueraignity. This Lord Charles was a man doing little or nothiug of himſelfe, 
but whoLY7led and gouerned by others: notwithſtanding that he were m_ 
ue 
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five and twenty yeeres of age. Thus paſſed the winter which was well ſpent be- 
ſore the Kings depatture' from vs. Mcſſengers ran eontinually to and tro abour 
this parage: forthe King ment norfling lefle than to. giue his brother that hee 
had promiſed, becauſe hee would \not have him and the Duke of Burgundie ſo 
neare neighbours, but he treated with his brother to take Guienne(which is ir 
manner all Aquitaine :) for Brie and Chainpaighe. The Lord Chzrles feared N 
to diſpleale rhe Duke of Burgundy , and doubed it hee yeeldedrto the Kings re- 
queſt,and he ſhould not keepe rouch with him, that then hee (ſhould looſe both 
friend and partage, and ſobee left bare boord. Bur the Kingbeiag the ſubtileſt 
Prince then liuing, and the cunningeſt dealer in ſuch 'rrearies;” perceyuing that 
he ſhould doe no good vnleffe he wan thoſe that were in crediewith his brother , 
fell in communication -6frhis matter with Oudet of Kie, L. of Leſcur, afterwards 
Earle of Comminges (yh owas borne and matied in the-Couptryof Guicone, ) - 
defiring him to perlwade his Maſter to'accepr this partage*" being much berter 
chan that he demianded, and that they 'moughr bee friepdes, and-liue trogeth 
like brethren, adding alfo that this partage ſhould bee nwth-thore beneficzall 
both ſor his brother andfcruants(cſpectally for the faid Gader)thari the other; and 
farther,afſuting him that withour faite, he would deliver his brother quier pollef. 
fion of the faid country. By this meanes was the L.Charleswonto accept this par- 
tage of Guienne to the Duke of Burgiinlies great diſtontentation, and his Am- 
baſladors there preſent. '/And the cauſewhy inalf Bale Biſhoppe of Angi- 
ers *, and the Biſhop of Verdun were — ago 197 that the (5:0s . 
writto the Lord Cherles, - adviſing himto accept tione other; arrage than: thar $1 inptie 
the Duke of Burgundy had procured Him oy of Pero, which all — ; 
the King had ſworne and promiſed Hayjng'bis band within the faid Cardinals, )Þ< perivrided 
todeliuer him, alleadging withall factirg#ſonsro perſwade hind 4 uo. he 
thought neeeſſary, wherein he did teangcorttrary tothe Kings! wrpoſe. Thus the, and >duiſcd 
Lord Cherlerwas made Dike of Guienne, the mms and the poſſeſſion. gf;>* Pte of 
the country, together with the gouernment ot Rocnell deliiſered him, and the; Ts 
rhe King and he ſaw one another,arkd were together along tinie, poy'or, and 
Te W7?d'* , 4M ' © Not to take 


. . . * ; g*1 { + +-the pare of 
Guienne, M-yer.and for diſcloſing rhe Kings (ecrerd by letters tothe Duke of Burgundy, Goguin, But it. the age 
had beene wiſc, hee would of | imſelfe without perſvalieu have refuſed this partage, Bos when 2 mans enemi poowg—— 
tha that hath an apparance of gopd, let him euer reſuſe it: #<m [«rot anywic ( herba,as the ſequel of this mary, declared __ 
the accepting ofchis partage,whichthe King alleadged,and.. hat truly ro bee bertexthanthe other the Dyke demanded, coſt the 


Duke of Gwenne kus lfe,as hereafrer ſhall appeare, 
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THE THIRD BOOKE, 
Chap. 1. Haw the King tooke occaſion tomake war anewupen the Df Burgundy 


and haw he ſent 4 Parſcaant of th: Parlament 10/Gaunt to ſummon him to 
appeare at Paris» 


72 


found atiwe.conuenicntfo L tocheprivily ſolli- 


a The Kings 
colour yas | | 
prmm—_— RAFT ings, And. to.the end you,may' perceiue mbar cun- 
makewar vp- AM T5vſedin Fraunice, 1], T4 

on the Deke » the Fig and fe Duke werghofhabuled, whereof arolc hore and;ſhape warre, 
have fens men Wifich Enduted thirteene ortoureteenc ygares, The King delired groatty ro moue! 


_ A , , 4 SRP F 
tothcſe towns theſe rownesa oug named 


a es ee Hettct micanneto pra peu? chem "Yar the Dukg. aduanced, higlimits fur» 
: 6 ; ou j whers A 


the Dukes,» T BY ity woul oa whe hadors ran to/andfto,whe: 

cruch. exafti- }y/po)dſpr op! are 165 amba age praghi I £ongioually as. they paſſcd'through, 

do, tele tithes tithe end abgye menrafed,.Janhe {aid fownes, wereino gatrer: 

ki gs0f  . 6&7 bur all Was quiet þorha0 the Reahne, jo Burgnady, and in Brizaine. And: 

ie uy Dake of Glen Fvedra 4 BEDS Indgemant Nt great ality Withthe King his 

gue” + Nola di u $19 gulk mougythisyarre; his: meaning) 
e one oxtyo 


| x ee 


.towne;an orher that,and yet indeed.all wasnothing, .. Wherefore. norwithſtan« 
dlhg. that the King had jult cauſe to be diſpſaaſed forhis ill viage'at Peronne , 


of the Duke of Guyen his ſeruants, with diuers others deſired rather warre than 
4X Þciwncen theſe two great Princes, for tworeſpetts : The one, they feared 
eaſt their great offices and penſions ſhould be diminiſhed, if peace continued. 
For you ſhall vnderſtand that the Conſtable had vnder his charge foure hundred 
men of armes or launcespaid by his owne hands cuery muſter, without controu- 
ler: farther beſides the tee and profits of his office, he had an yeerely penfion of 
thirty thouſand frankes and better, and recciucd alio the reuenues of many good- 
ly places that he kept. 
The other reſpe& was this,they ſought to perſwade the King , and talked alſo 
tolike purpoſe among themſclues, rhar kis diſpoſition was ſuch, that his heade 


could 
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could never be idle, wherefore vnlefle he were buſicd with great Princes abroad 
he would be in hand with his ruants and officers at home. For thele two rea- 
ſons therefore they ſought ro intangle him with wars : whereunto the berter to 

r{wade him , the Conſtable promiſed to take Saint Quintine arall times when 
him liſted, becauſe his landslay roiind abour it, vaunting further chathe had 
great intelligence in Flanders and Brabant, ſo far forth thar he would make a 
number of rownes to reuolt fromthe Duke. "The Duke of Guienne alſo being 
there preſent and all his principall ſeruants, offered very earneſtly and promiſed 
very Kiichfully ro ſerve the King in this quarrell, and to lead with them fower or 
five hundred men of armes that the faid Duke had in ordinariepay : bur their 
drift was other than the King ſuppoſed, as hereafter you [hall heare. The King 
bicanſe he would ſeem to proceed with due aduiſe and deep conlideration,called 
a Parlament ofthe three eſtates of his Realme at Tours, in the monerhs of March 
and Aprill in the yeere 1470. which was the firſt and laſt Parlament thatever 
he afſembled. Bur ro this Parlament came only ſuch as were purpoſely named, 
and fuchas the K. knew would not gaineſfay him in any point. There he cauſed 
diucrs enterpriſes to be diſcouered , that the D. of Burgundy had attempted a- 
gainf the crowne,and made the Earle of Eu openly to complaine of him, ſaying, 
that the D: detained from him contrary to all law and equitie Saint Valery and 
certain other lands, that he the faid Earle held of the D. as parcels of the Seigno- 
rieof Abbeuille, and the county of Ponthieu, the only cauſe whereof was , for 
chat alirrle ſhip of war of Eu had taken a Flemmiſh hoy laden with merchandiſe, 
the loſſe whereof the Earle offered to repaire, further adding , that the D. would 
conſtraine him to do hini homage,and giue him his faith againſt all men none ex- 
cepred, which he would never do,bicauſe it ſhould be preiudiciall rothe K.eſtare. 
At this aſſembly were divers Lawyersas well of theParlament of Paris as other 
places, who concluded according to the K. pleaſure, that the D. ſhould be ſum- 
moned to appeare in the Parlament at Paris. The King knew well that he would 
anſwer diſdainfully , or doe ſomewhat preiudiciall co the aurhoritie of the court, 
whereby he ſhould haue the iuſter pretence of war againſt him. Thus the D. be- 
ing in Gaunt was ſummoned as he wentto maſſe by a purſuant of the Parla- 
ment to appeare at Paris: wherwith he was much abaſhed and diſcontented, and 
cauſed the purſcuant forthwith to be apprehended and committed to warde, 
where he remained certain daies, but in the end was diſmiſſed and ſent home. 
Thus you ſee whar preparation'was made to inuade the D. of Burgundy , who 
being adnertiſed thereof, leuieda great band of men paid with home wages (as 
they termed them) which wasa trifle they receined to be ina readineſle in their 
owne houſes. Notwithſtanding they muftred monerhly in the rownes where 
they dwelt,and receiued their pay. Bat at three or fower moneths end rhe Duke 
waxed weary of the charge and difriſſed theſe men, baniſhing all feare becauſe 
the K. ſentoften to him; and fo depatred into Holland. . He enterteinedno ſoul- 
dicrs in ordinarie pay for the ſafpric of his country, neither held any garriſons in 
the frontirt'townes; whereof enſued great inconuenience : for there was daily 
praQtiling in Amiens, Abbeuile, and Saint Quintine to yeeld them againe to che 
King. The Duke being m Holland was advertiſed by /9hn late Duke of Bour- 


Þon,thar ns r= ſhould be made vpon him as well in Burgundie as in Picar- 2 — 
King had great intelligence notonly in his dominions buralſo g.cames of 
in his houſe + with the which meffage he was maruelouſly abaſhed : for he was the ruerof 


Rhene thar 


ytterly vnifurniſhed of men of watfe, becauſche had diſcharged the band aboue 0 


dic, and rhart 


mentioned. Vheretore' in grear haſte he paſſed che ſea * and wenr into wo land. 
H ; "> 
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and thence ſtraightto Hedin, where heentred into icloulie both of ſome of his 
ſeruants, and alſo of thoſe praiſes that were entertained in the rownes aboue 
mentioned : but his preparation for the wars went but ſlowly forward. For he 
beleeued not all that was told him. Notwithſtanding he commanded two of 
the chickeſt citizens of Amiens whom he ſuſpetted for theſe treaties to repaire 
vnto him, who ſo cunningly excuſed themſclus, that he diſmiſſed them withour 
further inquirie, Immediately after,certaine of his ſeruants fled out ofhis houle, 
namely the baſtard Baidwine 3 and others, which cauſed him to fearea greater 


3 This Beld- ine to be behind, Wherfore incontinent he made proclamation thar all men 


wine vas the 


Dukes baſe 


ſhould be in a readineſſe, but becauſe winter was begun, and he but newly retur- 


brother: the 14 gut of Holland few ſtirred. 


cauſe of his 


departure was for that he [1ad attempted with others corrupted by the King to poyſon the Duke : notwithtanding afterward he 
recouered his fauour,and was taken priſoner at the battell of Nancy. Meyer. | 


Chap. 2, How the townes of Saint Quintin aud Amiens were yeelded to the King : and 
for what cauſes the Conſtable nouriſhed the way between the King and tbe Duke 
of Burgunaie. | 
op 
SERA Wodaics after his ſeruants departure , which was in the moneth 
0 (WP Y] of December the yeere 1470. the Conſtable entred into Saint 
8 FE e Quintine and ſware the towneto the King.T hen the Duke per- 
1&0 0 þ ceiued his affaires to be in badeſtate, for he had no force with 
2 > 52>] him, but had ſent all his ſeruants abroad to muſter men in his 
- -—z dominions : Notwithſtanding with thoſe few hee could leuic 


being fower or fiue hundred horſe he wentto Dourlans, minding to keep Ami- | 


ens from reuolting. There heabode fue or (ix daies : all the which ſpace they in 
Amiens continually praiſed. The Kingsarmie lying not far off, ſhewed it {elfe 
before thetowne and was once refuſed, for part of the citizens held for the Duke: 
wherfore the Duke ſent thither to make his lodging,and ifhe had been fo ſtrong 
that he might haue aduentured to enter in perſon, the town had neuer been loſt, 
but he was afraid to go thither weakely accompanied : notwithſtanding that di- 
uers of the towne required him ſoto do. But when they of the contrary faftion 
faw his fearethat he durſt not enter the towne,, they executed rheir enterpriſe, 
and received the Kings forces. They of Abbeuille thought to do the like, bur 
the Lord of Cordes entred in thither for the Duke,and preuented their purpoſe. 
Dourlans diſtant from Amiens but five ſmall leagues, wherefore the Duke was 
forced to depart thence, fo ſoone as he ynderſtood of Amiens reuolt : from 
thence therefore he wentto Arras in great haſte and feare , doubting the execu- 
tion of divers other ſuch enterpriſes , the rather for that he ſaw himſelte enuiro- 
ned with the Conſtables kinsfolkes and friends : farther becauſe the baſtard Bau- 


dowin was fled , heentred into ſuſpicion of his other brother thegreat baſtard of ' | 


Burgundie : notwithſtanding his forces repaired to him by little and lirtle. The 
King thought now that all had been his owne, ſuppoſing the aduertiſementsto 
be true that the Conſtable and the reſt had giuen him of their intelligences, 
whereupon if he had not hoped, he would haue wiſhed this enterpriſe ———_ 
kt is mcete 1 (hould heere declare what mooued the Conſtable and the Duke 
of Guienne conſidering the great fauours, cuttelies , and benefits the Duke of 
Guienne had received at the D. of Burgundies hands, tokindlethe fire between 
theſeewo Princes that lay at reſt in their dominions, and which way this warre 
could turne to their profit, Somwhat I ſpake hereof before, lfaying,that they did 
it 
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itto bein the moreaſſurance of their eſtates and offices. For they feared if the 
King liuedin peace he would keep ſome ſtir among them. Notwithſtanding this 
was not the only caule that mooued them. Bur you ſhall vnderſtand thar the 
Duke of Guicnne and they had been earneſt ſuters to conclude a mariage be- 
tween the ſaid Duke of Guienne, andthe Dukeof Burgundies onely daughter 
and heire ( for ſonne he had none ( which matter they had often mooued tothe 
Duke, who in words (hewed himſelte not vnwilling thereunto, yet notwithſtan- 
ding would neuer conclud it, butentertained othersalſo in hope thereof; Now 
marke how thele men ſought to atchieue theirenterpriſe byconltrayning the 
Duke of Burgundie to this mariage. Immediately after theſe two townes were 
taken, and the Duke gone to Arras to leuieforces with all ſpeed : 'the Duke of 
Guienne ſent a ſecret meſſenger to him , who brought him three lines written 
with the ſaid Dukes owne hand, foulded vp in a ſmall lumpe of wax, and contei- 
ning theſe words. Endeuor your ſelfe to appeafe your ſubietts, and you ſhall not faile of 
friends. Farther the Duke of Burgundie being atthe firſtin exceeding great feare, 
ſentto the Conſtable, deſiring him toſhew himſelte fauourable,and not to preſſe 
forward this war begun without any defiance made. At the which meſſage the 
Conſtable grealy reioyced, ſuppoling that he now held the Duke in ſuch feare as 
he delired, which to increaſe, jhe ſent him a ſpeedy and diſcomfortableanſiwer, 
the effet wherof was, that his eſtare ſtood in maruellous danger, fo far forth thar 
he ſaw no way for him to winde himlſelte out of thele troubles but one : namely, 
by giving his daughter in mariage to the D. of Guienne, which ifhe would do, 
he thould then be ſuccoured with great forces : for both the Duke of Guienne 
and diuers other Lords would declarethemſelues for him againſt the King , and 
healſo would reſtore him S.Quintineand take his part,otherwiſe he ſaid he durſt 
do nothing, conlidering how (trong the K. was, hauing both his armie very well 
appointed, and alſo great intelligence.in the D. dominions. This was theanſiver 
he ſent, with diuers other fearetull meſſages. But I never knew man in my lite 
come to good end thar ſought to put: in teare and hold in ſubie&ion his maſter, 
or any other great Prince with whom he had to do, asin the end the Conſtables 
example ſhall well declare. For natwithftanding that the King were then his 
maſter,and that the greateſt part ofthis reuenues lay,and all his children werereſi- 
dent in the Duke of Burgundies dominions : yer continued he theſe prattiſes a- 
gainſt both theſe Princes , with intent to hold them both in feare each by other, 
which coſt him deere in the end,and no maruell. For notwithſtanding that every 
man deſire to liue out of ſubieion and feare, and that all men naturally hate 
thoſe that hold them in awe : yet noneſo extremely as Princes. For I neuer knew 
Prince that hated not mortally all thoſe that ſoughe to put him in feare. 

After the D. of Burgundy had receiued the Conſtables anſwer , he perceiued 
well no friend{hip to be in him, and farther that he wasthe onely author of this 
war. Whereupon he conceiued fo extreame hatred againſt himi, thar after this 
he could neuer brooke him , eſpecially becauſe by theſe fearefull meſſages hee 
ſought to conſtraine him to marie his = ghterat his pleaſure : a vaine attempt. 
For before the returne ofthe Conſtables an{wer,the D. had recouered his ſpirits, 
and had a great army with him. You may eaſily perceive both by the meſſage 
ſent by the Duke ot Guienne firſt,and the Conſtables anſwer afterward, that this 
was a compa@ matter between them, and therather for that the like meſſage or a 
more dreadtull came ſooneafter fromthe D, of Britaine , who ſentallo tothe K. 
ſeruice a hundred Britons, all men of armes vnderthe leading of the Lord of 
Leſcut, Wherefore we may boldly fay that this war was mooued onely to con- 
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ftrainethe D.of Burgundy to conclude this mariage,and thatthey did but abuſe 
the King in perſwading him to begin war : for they wereall in manner lies that 
they told him of theirintelligences in the Dukes dominions. Notwithſtanding, 
in this voyagethe Conſtable did the King great ſeruice,and ſhewed extreme ma- 
lice againſt the Duke of Burgundy,knowing that the Duke had conceiued mor- 
call hatred againſt him. The Duke of Guiennealſo ſerued the King in theſe wars 
very well accompanied, ſothatthe D. of Burgundy ſtood vpon hard tearmes. 
Buc if at the firft he would haueaJured his daughter tothe Duke of Guienne, 
both the faid Duke of Guienne, the Conſtable,and diuers other noble men with 
all their adherents would haue reuolted to him againſtthe King , and done their 
endeuour to haue pulled him vpon his knees. But whatſocuer man purpoſeth in 
ſuch caſes, God difpolerh afterward of them at his pleaſure. 


Chap. 3- How the Duke of Burgundie tooke Piquigny, and afterward found 
| meanes to make truce with the King for a yeere to the 


Conſtables great griefe. 
mo WAS Ou haue heard at largethe cauſe ofthis war,atthe beginning | 
Abe S/ "5 FO wherof both the Princes were blinded,inuading each other | 


} £2 andneitherof them knowing the cauſe why , which was a 
_ 
5 £ 


\ 


_N maruellous cunning ofthe contriuers ofthis enterpriſe. For 
a man might haue pronounced the old Prouerbe of theſe 
Po \ 27 two Princes : that the one part of the world was not ac- # 
D = C4 _ with the others mannersnor aions. All theſe af- T7 

airesaboue reherſed lince the beginning of theſe warres, 
chanced in a very ſhort ſpace, for within lefſe than 1 5. daies after thetaking of F 
Amiens, the D. put himſelte into the field neere to Arras, ( for farther he retired 
not,) and from thence marched to the riuer of Somme,and fo ſtraight to Piquig- 
ny, but vpon the way thither he met with a meſſenger of the Duke of Britain on 
foot, who aduertiſed him from the D.his Maſter,that the King had giuen his faid 
Maſter to vnderſtand of diuers ſecrets,and among others of intelligences he had 
in many great townes of his dominions : namely Andwerp, Bruges, and Brux- 
elles, adding alſo that the King was determined to comeand beljege him into þ 
what towne ſoeuer he ſhould retire, were iteuen into Gaunt. All the which ad- F 
uertiſements I ſuppoſe the Duke of Britaine ſent in fauour of the D. of Guienne, | 
hoping thereby to further much the mariage aboue mentioned. But the Duke of | 
Burgundie tooke this meſſage in euill part, and forthwith diſpatched the meſſen- F 
ger, willing him to tell his maſter that he was miſinformed by ſome euill ſeruants Þ 
about him, who put theſe feares and doubts into his head, to the end he ſhould Þ 
not aide him as he was bound by their league. And farther that hee knew not | 
what townes Gaunt and theother cities were; inthe which he ſaid the K. would * 
cometo beſiege him : for they were too great to be beſieged. He bad him farther Þ 
to informe his Maſter in what fort he found him accompanied, and to aduerriſe 
him that the world went otherwiſe with him than he ſuppoſed, for he was deter- } 
mined to paſſe theriuer of Somme,and to fight with the King, if he would come © 
to ſtoppe him vpon the way. Laſt of all, hee willed him to deſire his Maſter | 
on his behalfe to ioyne with him. againſt the King, and to ſhew himſelfe a | 
friend to the Duke ot Burgundie, as he had ſhewed himſelfe to him by thetrea- | 
tie of Peronne. The next day the Duke of Burgundie approched neere to 4 


rowne vpon the riuer Somme called Piquigny, the ſeate whereof w” 
maruel- 
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maruellous ſtrong. There he determined to makea bridgeto paſſe thefaid river, 1 4 7 rx, 

but fower or tiue hundred tranke archers,and certain gentlemen, who by chance 

lodged at thar preſent inthe rowne, ſeeing the Duke patle by, (allied out to the 

skirmilh vpon a long cauſey, and ifued forth fo far from the place, that thereby 

they gaue the Dukes men occa(ion to purſue them , who followed thera {o [pee- 

dily that they ſlue a great number of them, before they could retire into the 

rown,and tookethe ſuburbs intothe which the cauſey led. Then fower or fiue 

peeces of arrillerie were bentagainit the towne, notwithſtanding that it were im- 
pregnable on thar lide, for that the riuer ran between the rowneand the Dukes 

batteric. But theſe tranke archers tearing (becauſe they ſaw the bridge in hand) 

co be beſieged alſo on the other (ide, abandoned the placeand fled. The caſtle 

held tio or three daies and then yeelded by compolition, 2nd the ſouldiers de- 

parted in their doblers and their hoſe. The good ſucceſle of this ſmall exploit ſo 

much encouraged the D.that he led hisarmie before Amiens,where hebuilt two 

orthree lodgings, ſaying that he would keep the field , to ſee ifthe King durſt 

come to fight with him, and in theend approched with his artillerie ſo neere the 

town, that it ſhotatrandon ouer and into it : in the whicheſtate he lay therear 

the leaſt (1x weeks. Within the town was the Conſtable and all the great officers 

of the realme : namely the Lord great Maſter, Admirall, Marſhall,Seneſhals,and 

others, accompanied with 1400. men of armes, and 4000. franke archers. The 

King inthe meanetimelying at Beauuais madea great muſter, being accompa- 

nied with the Duke of Guienne his brother, and X:cholas Duke of Calabria, ſon 
and heire to 1ohn D. of Calabria and Lorraine, and onely heire of the houſe of 
LAniou.Farther all the nobles of the realme ſubie&rco the Arriereban were come 

thicherto him,who traueclled earneſtly (as I haue been lince informed) to vnder- 
ftand the bottom of this enterprile,tor they ſaw the troubles ſo far from pacifica- 
tion thatthe K. was now more bulied with wars than euer.They within Amiens 
determined toaſlaile the D. of Burgundie and his armie, ifthe King would fend 1 Of thisar- 
his forces being at Beauuais to ioyne with them. But the K. being aduertiſed of YM 72 
this enterpriſe , ſent forthwith to countermand it : for notwithſtanding that in the Duke of 
all apparance the ſucceſſe thereof was like to be good : yer was it notaltogether wy 
voide of danger, eſpecially for thoſe that ſhould haue falied : for conſidering {nc to the 
that they muſt all haue iſſued torth on toot, and at two gates, one ofthe which Duke of Bur. 
was hard by the D.camp : it happily they had been repulſed, they ſhould have ney 0 
put both the town and themſelues in great hazard. In the meanetime the D.ſfent 6: chapter 
one of his pagesto the King called Simon of Quingy, afterward Bailife of Troy 9 thicbooke, 
with aletter of (ix lines written with his own hand, wherin he humbled himſelte .c x.16 7 
to him, ſaying that he was very ſorry he had thus inuaded hira for other mens P<«/p'in 4 
pleaſures, which he ſuppoſed he would not haue done, if be had been well infor- m—_—_ q 
med of their praiſes. The Kingsarmie ſent into Burgundy, had defeated all the Fale of 
force of the country in battell, and taken many priſoners. The number of the ponmpenter 
flaine was not great, bur the diſcomfiture was great, in ſuch ſort that the Kings contin 
forces had already taken ſome places, and beſieged other ſome, wherewith the re2d .4n>a. 
Duke was ſomewhat abaſhed, notwithſtanding he made thecontrary to be bru- _— - P3gs 
ted in his campe, ſaying that hisarmie had obtained the viorie. 2 Thereaſon 
Whenthe K. had read the Dukes letter aboue mentioned, he reioyceth much 3 _ 

thereat, both becauſe of the reaſon abouealleaged *, and alſo for that he ſoone che noi 
waxed weary of all long enterpriſes. Wherefore he gaue him a ſpeedy anſwer, ces of the 
and lireaed 2 commiſſon to certaine in Amiens authoriſing them thereby to ©o"#able, W 
treate of truce, Whereupon diuers truces were concluded one after _—_ be vntrue, 
H 3 a 
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for fower and five daies : and in the end oneſo far as Iremember fora yeere, to 
the Conſtables great diſcontentation : for vadoubtedly whatſoeuer men haue 
thoughtor can thinketo the contrary, he was then mortallenimic to the Duke, 
and many hot words paſſed between them in ſuch ſort, that after this they ne- 
uer were triends as the ſequele well declared. True it is that they ſent afterward 
one to another, but all for praQileſake, and each to make his protit by the other. 
For all that the Duke did was onely to recouer $. Quintine,which the Conſtable 
euer when he ſtood in feare of the King promiſed toreſtore, and ſome of theſe 
treaties berween them 1haue knowne lo tar aduanced, that the Dukes men vpon 
the Conſtables promiſe to be receiued, haue come within two or three leagues of 
thetowne. But when the matter ſhould be executed, he euer continued in his 
accuſtomed difhimulation, and ſent a countermaund , which his double dealing 
coſt him deere in the end. He thought becauſe of the ſeate of the towne, the 
great number of men he had vnder his charge paid out of the Kings cofers, and 
the variance between theſe two Princes (which himſelfe nouriſhed)to hold them 
both in feare, butthis enterpriſe was too too dangerous : for they were both too 
great, too ſtrong, and too ſubtile. 

When theſe armies were diſmiſſed , the King returned into the country of 
Touraine,the Duke of Guienne into his owne country,and the Duke of Burgun- 
dic into his : in the which eſtate theſe affaires remained awhile. The faid Duke 

es *Mſem- of Burgundie aſſembled all the eltates of his dominions 3, and declared vnto 
1 16 offune hem what damage he had receiued by not hauing ſouldiers in ordinarie pay as 
Meyer. the King had : alleaging that if there had been but fue hundred men ina readi- 
neſſe to defend the frontires, the King would neuer haue mooued this war, but 
.they ſhould haue lined in peace. He ſhewed further what great dangers they 
were liketo fall into if this inconuenience were not ſpeedily redreſſed : and pref 
ſed them earneſtly for the payment of eight hundred light horſe. In the end they 
4 Butthis (ub. Agreed to giue him a ſublidie of 1x{core thouſand crownes 4 ouer and aboue all 
fidie of —Otherduties they yeerely paid him, in the which ſubſidie Burgundie was not 
220000.  comprehended. But his ſaid ſubietts for diuers reſpeQs feared to put themſelues 
Cie into ſuch ſubietion and ſlauerie, as they ſaw the realme of Frauncein by reaſon 
fortiee of theſe men of armes : which their teare was not without caule : for after the 
mp 7 D. had obtained five or ſix hundred men of armes in ordinarie, he ſought conti- 
367. nually to increaſe the number, and began to attempt more boldly againſt his 
neighbours'in ſuch ſort, that in the end theſe 120000. crownes grew to 500000. 
and the number of his men of armes augmented fo exceſhuely , that his ſubies 
were greatly charged for their maintenance. To ſay my fanſie of theſe ordinarie 
men of armes, I thinke vndera wiſe Prince they be well imploied, but if he be 
otherwiſe, or happily at his death leaue his children in their minoritie,the ſeruice 
wherein their gouernors imploy them is not alwaies profitable neither for the 
King , nor for his ſubie&s. The hatred between the King and the Duke dimi- 
niſhed not but ſtill endured. Further the Duke of Guienne being returned into 
4 The Duke his conntry, ſent often to the Duke of Burgundie, enterteining ſtill his ſute for 
eebired.n9 & is daughters mariage, who fed him continually with faire words,as he did euery 
then his other man that required her. And I thinke verily that he neither was delirous of 
daughters a ſonne 5, neither would have maried his daughter during his life: but haue kept 
could zoe hirtoentertaine men, thereby to obtaine their friendſhip andaide. For he had 
have ſtood ſo many greatenterpriſes in his head, that all his life time could not ſuffice to at- 
him in ſuch chjeue them, and thoſe, aduenturesalmoſt impoſſible to be compaſſed : for halfe 


Kead as now 
i: dd, Europe would not haue contented him, He had courage enough to attemptany 


thing, 
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thing, his body was ableto endure as much labour and trauell as was needfull, he 
was turniſhed both of men and money, but he lacked finenes and cunning (uffici- 
ent for the managing of his affaires- And what Prince ſocuer defirerh to be grear 
(notwithſtanding thathe be accompliſhed wich all other good parts: ) yer if he 
lacke an excellent wit all is to no purpoſe, which vadoubredly proceedeth of the 
meeregrace of God. To beſhorr, if part of theD. vertues and. part of the King 
our maſters had been tempered together, they would haue made a perfeQ Prince: 
for vadoubredly in wit the King far excelled him, as well appearedin the end, 


Chap. 4. Of the wars among the Princes of England during theſe trou- 
bles betweene King Lewis and Charles 
Duke of Burgundie. 


Muft now diſcourſe of Edward King of England , be- %ter!« þ = 
cauſe theſe three great Princes, namely our King, the — = 
King of England, and the Duke of Burgundie, liued -{- £ 5/7 
all in one age: inthe which diſcourſe , 1 will not ob- if #7146 1 
ſerue the Hiſtoriographers vſuall order in writing, 6, 5. 14 4 
who ſer downe the certaine yeeres and daies when 
. each thing hapned,neicher will I vouch examples our 
of the ancient hiſtories, for you know them better 
than my ſelte, andinſodoing I ſhould but ſeemeto 
reaſon of Diuinity.before a Doctor thereof. But I 
will rudely aduertiſe you of all thatI haue ſcene, knowne or heard , of thele Prin- 
ces of whom I write. Youliuein theſelte ſame age tharall theſe things hapned, 
Wherefore me thinke it needlefſeſo exadtly tonote the howers and ſeaſons, 
I haue before rehearſed what occafion mooued the Duke of Burgundy to mary 
King Edwards ſiſter, and ſaid it was principally to fortifie himſclte againſt the 
King, otherwiſe he would neuer hauedone ir, for the great affeionhe bareto 
the houſe of Lancaſter, whereof he was deſcended by his mother : for ſhe was 
daughtertothe King of Portugall, and her mother daughter tothe Duke of Lan- * 71itzp« 
caſter *, ſothat asferuently as he loued che houſe of Lancaſter, as extreamely 7a = 
hared he the houſe of Yorke. But you ſhall vnderſtand that atthe time, of this Loncoltevid 
— the houſe of Lancaſter was vtterly deſtroied , andthe houſe of Yorke no —_— to 
more ſpoken of. For King Edward being both King and Duke of Yorke raigned j.,,.,..1; < 
peaceably. During the ciuill wars berweene theſe two houſes , were fought in b44 ive by 
England (cuen or cight cruell barrels, andin them lainethree or fower ſcore Prin- =o 
ces and Lords of the blood royall, as before is rehearſed in this hiſtoric. The reſt Duke charts, 
that cſcaped being all younge Lords, wholefathersdied in theſe battels aboue | 1's was 
mentioned, lined as baniſhed men in the Duke of Burgundies court, who recciued Duke of p = 
them as his kinſmen of the houſe of Lancaſter, before his marriage with King Ed- <«t'r, whoſe 
wards ſiſters. Ihaue ſcene them in ſo great miſerie before they came to the Dukes {1,0 0b n 
knowledge , that thoſe that beg from doore to doore were not in poorer eſtate £4wa:d the , 
then they: for I once ſaw a Duke of Exceſter runne on foote bare legged after the fo" h,andhis 
Duke o Burgundies traine, begging his bread for Gods ſake , bur he vitered not a Eirnobeth 
his name. He was the neereſt of the houſe of Lancaſter, and had maricd King %u2vver to 
Edwards ſifter *, but when he was knowne, the Duke gaue him a ſmallpenſionto |" Dukeof 
maintaine his eſtate. They of the houſe of Sommerſet and diuers others, were by his Geſt 


there in like manner, who died all afterwards inthe wars. Their fathers and kin(- por ys 


men had ſpoiled and deſtroied the realme of Fraunce, and poſleſlced the greateſt ;qgue. 
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part thereof many yeeres, andatterſtards flew one another, and thoſe that res 
mained aliue in England and their children have died as you haue ſeene. Yet men 
fay, that God punilheth not now as he did in the children of 1ſ{raels time, bur 
ſuffereth cui!l men and euill Princes to liue vnpuniſhed. 

True it is that he threatneth not now by expreſle meſſengers as he did than: 
for he hath left examples ynough to inſtruct vs. Notwithſtanding you may 
perceiue by theſe diſcourſes, ioyning thereto the great knowledge you haue be- 
lides, that ofeuill Princes and ſuchas haue authority in this world, andabuleit 
to cruelty or tyranny, few or noneeſcape vnpuniſhed though it happen nor by 
and by after the fault committed, neither ſo ſoone happily as thoſe that are afMi- 
ed, deſire. But to returne to King Edward, the chiete man in England that 
maintained the houſe of Yorke was the Earle of Warwicke. And on the other 
{idethe greateſt Champion ofthe houſe of Lancaſter was the Duke of Sommer- 
ſer. The (aid Earle of Warwicke might iuſtly be called King Edwards father, as 
well forthe training of him vp, as alſo for the great ſeruices he did him, for the 
which the King had alſo highly aduanced him, for belides his owne inheritance 
which was great, he held goodly lands ofthe Kings gift; as well crowne lands, as 
lands forfeited by attaindor. Farther he was deputic of Calais, and had diuers 
other great offices, ſo that I haue heard his yeerely reuenewes valued at fouer- 
ſcore thouſand crownes, belides his owne inheritance. But in the end hefell ar 
variance with the King his maſter, abouta yeere ( as] geſle) before the Duke of 
Burgundies comming before Amiens : which breach the ſaid Duke furthered to 
the vttermoſt of his power. For the Earles great authoritiein England much diſ- 
contented him, beſides that they two were not friends , for the Earle had conti- 
nuall intelligence with the King our Maſter, To be ſhort, about this preſent or 
notlong betore, the Earles of Warwickes force was fo great, that he ſeaſed the 
King his maſter into his handes,and put to death diuers perſonages that he high- 

3 Our Chro- ly fauoured, namely the Lord Scales the Queenes father 3, and two of his ſonnes, 
nicles name (thethird beingalſo in great danger) and withthem diuers other knights. He 
—_— entertained the King his maſter for a ſeaſon verie honourably , and placed new 
Rivers, and ſo ſeruants about him, ſuppoling that through ſimplicitic he would ſoon forget the 
_ afrer- Old. The Duke of Burgundie being not a little rroubled with this aduenture, 
Pay lid 8. praiſed ſecretly how King Edward mighteſcape, and they two commune toge- 
cap.15- ther, whichenterpriſe had (6 good ſucceſle, that the King eſcaped in deede, and 
leuied men, and defeated certaine of the Earle bands. He was a fortunate Prince 

inthe field : for he wan attheleaſt nine grear battels, ighting himſelte on foote 

in euery one ofthem. The Earle of Warwicke vnableto makereſiſtance , aduer- 

tiſed his friends what they ſhould doe, and embarked at leiſure, being accompa- 

nied with the Duke of Clarence, who had married his daughter and tooke part 

with him, notwithſtanding that he were King Edwards brother. They tran(- 

ported with them both wiues and children, and a great band of men , and failed 

{traight towards Calais : within the which was the Earles lieutenant named the 

«This Yaveler Lord of Vaucler +, and divers of the ſaid Earles houſhold ſeruants, who in ſtead 
was 2.Gat- ofrecciuing their Maſter preſented him the canon. Further you ſhall vnderſtand, 
* thatasthey lay at anchor before the towne, the Dutcheſle of Clarence daughter 

tothe Earle of Warwicke was deliuered ofa ſonne, and greatintreatie was made, 

before Yaxcler and the reſt of the towne would ſuffer two flaggons of wine to be 

brought foorth to her, which was great extremitie of the ſeruant towards the 

maſter, For it is to be ſuppoſed that the Earle thought himſelfe well aſſured of 

this place, which isthe very key of England : and the goodlieſt captainſhip in 

mine 
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mine opinion inthe world, attheleaſt in Chriſtendome : which I dare boldly a- 
uow, beggulſe I was there diuers times during thefe wars, and heard alſo the Ma- 
ior of the ſtaple report, that he would willingly farme yeerely the deputiſhip of 
Calais ofthe King of England for fifteene thouſand crownes. For the deputie 
receiueth the protits ofall that they haue on this {ide the ſea , and of all fate con- 
dutts, and placeth alſo the greateſt part of the garriſon at his pleaſure. 

The King of England fauored highly the Lord of Vaucler for this refuſall 
madeto his Captaine, and granted him by his letters patents the deputiſhip of 
Calais for himſelte, which the Earle his maſter before held : for he was 4 wiſe and 
an ancient knight, and one of the order of the garter. The Duke of Burgundie 
alſo who then lay at Saint Omer, conceiued a maruellous good opinion of him, 
fo farre forth that he ſent me to him, granting hima yeerely penſion of a thou- 
ſand crownes, and defiring him to continue a true and faithfull Eruantto the 
King his Maſter ashe had begune : which ar my comming thither , I found him 
fully determined tq doe, ſo that he {ware in Staple Inne in Calais, (laying his 
hand within mine) to be faithfull and trueto King Edward, and to ſerue him a- 
gainſt al] men. Thelike oth all the ctowne and all the garriſon ſware alſo, Far- 
ther I was by the ſpace oftwo months almoſt continually reſident at Calais, at 
the leaſt poſting daily betweene Calais and Bullen to entertaine the ſaid Yaxcler : 
for you {hall vnderſtand that during theſe Engliſh troubles, the Duke of Bur- 
gundie came to Bullen where he prepared a great army by ſea againſt the Earle 
of Warwicke, who at his departure from Calais, tooke many [hips ofthe Dukes 

ſubieQs, which aduanced forward the war betweene the King of Fraunce and 
vs. For the Earles men fould the bootie in Normandie : whereupon the Duke of 
Burgundy arreſted all the French Marchants that cameto the Mart at Andwerp. 
Now becauſe it is meete to vnderſtand as well the cunning and ſubrill, as the iuſt 
and vpright dealing ofthe world , ( not to practiſe them, butto know how to a- 
uoidethem,) I will rehearſe vnto you a ſleightor ſubrilitie (terme it as you liſt ) 
that was cunningly conueighed. Farther I would that men ſhould vnderſtand 
the pradtiſes as well ofour neighbours as of our ſelues, tothe end it may appeare 
that in all places are both good and bad. When the Earle of Warwickecame be- 
fore Calais, thinking to enter into it as his onely refuge : the Lord of Vaucler be- 
ing a very wiſe gentleman, ſent him word tharif he entred the towne he ſhould 
caſt away himſelfe : conſidering thatall England, the Duke of Burgundie, the 
people of the towne, and a great part ofthe garriſon : namely the Lord of Duras 
marſhall there for the King of England , and divers others that had men in the 
towne were his enemies : wherfore his beſt way ſhould beto retire into Fraunce, 
and astouching the towne of Calais he willed him not to trouble himſelfe: for 
he would yeeld him good account thereof when timeand occaſion ſhould ſerue. 
Hedid his Captaine good ſeruice by giving himthis aduiſe, but ſhewed himlelfe 
thereby a very 14das tothe King his Maſter. For vndoubtedly a moretraiterous 
part was neuer plaied, conſidering both that the King of England had made him 
deputy ofthe towne of Calais, and the Duke of Burgundie giuen him ſo large 
a penlion, 
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Chap. 5- How by King Lewis hs aide, the Earle of | Warwicke chaſed King Gaward 
out of England, to the Duke of Bur gundies great griefe, 
By who receined him tmto hs countries. 


He Earle of Warwicke followed Yaxclers aduiſe, and landed in 
{ Normandic, where the King honorably recciued him, and 
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furniſhed him largely of money for his mens expences , and 
4-22] appointed alſo the baſtard of Bourbon Admirall of Frauuce 
") V'H being well accompanied, todefend the Engliſhmen and their 
PRs ſhips againſt the Duke of Burgundies nauie, which was ſo 
==" mighty and ſtrong that no man durſt ſtir in theſe narrow ſeas 
for feare of it, making warre vpon the Kings ſubie&s both by ſea and land, and 
cthrearning them cuery where. All this happened the ſommer before the King 
ſurpriſed Saint Quinrine and Amiens, which was ( as before you hauc heard) in 
the yeere 1470. The Duke of Burgundies nauie aboue mentioned was ſtronger 
than the Kings and the Earles joined together. For he had taken fat Sluſe many 
great ſhips, of Spaine, Portugall and Genua, and divers hulks of Almaine. King 
Edward was a man of no great forecaſt , but very valiant, andthe beaurifulleit 
Prince that liued in histime. He tooke nocare for the Earle of Warwickes lan- 
ding as the Duke of Burgundie did, who perceiuing great tumults already ariſing 
inEngland ariſing in the Earles feuour , aduertiſed the King often thereof. But he 
made ſmall account of any danger, neither ſeemed to feare his encmic: which 
ſure was great folly conſidering the great preparation he ſaw made againſt him. 
For the King armed all the ſhips to the ſea that he could get , and manned them 
well, and prouded furniture alſo for the Engliſh men. | 
Beſides this, he made a marriage berweenethe Prince of Yales and the Earle 
of VWarwickes ſecond daughter. The ſaid Prince was onely fonne and hcire to 
King Henry of England, who liued yetpriſoner inthe tower of London, This was 
aſtrangemariage when the Earle had depoſed and impriſoned the Princes father, 
to cauſe him to marry his daughter, and toentertaine alſothe Duke of Clarence, 
brotherto the King of the other fation , who had iuft cauſe to fearc his owne 
eſtate, if the houſe of Lancaſter recovered the crowne. Thus we ſee that ſuch 
enterpriſes are not atchicued without diſimulation. Attheſelfe ſame time thar 
this army aboue mentioned lay in areadines toſalic intoEngland, I was at Calais 
toentertaine the Lordof Vaucler, whoſe double dealing will that very inſtant I 
neuer perceiued, notwithſtanding thatit had now continued the ſpace of three 
months. But at that preſent, l deſired him (becauſe of the newes we heard) ropur 
all the Earle of VVarwickes houſhold ſeruants being to the number of twenty or 
thirty our of the rowne, alleadging that I was ſure the Kings army and the Earles 
were ready to depart out of Normandy wherethey lay , and if the Earle ſhould 
happen ſodainly to land in England, ſome ſuch tumult might ariſe in the towne of 
Calais by mcanes of his ſeruants, that he ſhould not be maſter thereof. Where- 
fore Ipreſſed him carneſtly in all haſt to put them out of the rowne, which he al- 
waies heretofore promiſed me to do, bur now he drew me aſide ſaying, that he 
would be maſter of the rowne well inough , and required me todoe this meſſage 
ro the Duke of Burgundie, that ifhe would be a friend tothe Realme of England 
he ſhould endeuour himſelfe to make peace and not warre : which wordshe ſpake 
becauſe of the nauie the Duke had on the ſea againſt the Earle of Warwicke. He 
told me farther, that peace might caſily be made, becauſe thatday a gentlewo- 
man 
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man paſſed through Caligeto go.jnto Fraunce to the Dutches of Clarence with 
certaine ouertures of peace from King Edward. And he ſaid true indeede, buzas 
he abuſed others, cuen.ſo. was humfelte deceiued by this: gentlewomaa : for the 
went abouta great enterpriſe, which allo {he atchugeued to the preiudice of the 
Earle of Warwicke, 4nd his whole faRion. Of this fine praiſe, and all other 
tha haue been managed on this lide the lea, I write the more at large becauſe 
am well aſſured that no man is ableto make truer report ofghem then my ſelfe,ar 
the leaſt ofthole that haug hapned within thele ewenty yeexes. P | 
The ſecret deliuered rophis woman, was tacounſell che Duke of Clarence nor 
ro caule the deſtrution of hisowne-houle, by ſetting vp againe the houſe of Lan- 
calter, but zo zemembar their ancientbatredand diuilion , adding that he. might 
well aſſurc himſelf that he Earle of Warwicke hauing married his daughter to 
the Prince of Wales, and already Jone homage to him,would by all meanes poſ- 
fibleſceke ro make hin King. T his Gentlewaman fo wilely executed the charge» 
committed vato her, that ſhe wan.the Duke of Clarence , who promiled to re- 
uole to the King his brogher immediately after his rerurne ito England. Shee 
was a woman well aduiſed.and of few words, and becauſe of her fixe, had leaue 
granted her to paſle zqq her Meittres calilier then a man thould,8as crattie a toxe 
as this Favckr was, this woman went beyond him, and was the only contriuer 
oftheenterprile, whergby the Earle of Warwickeand his whole fation were vt- 
terly deſtroicd : wheretoreit is no ſhameto be ſuſpicious, and to hauean eye vp- 
ponthoſe thar paſſe to and fro, but great ſhame it is tobe deceiued, and vadone 
through our owne folly. Notwithitanding ſuſpicions ought to bee grounded 
vpon ſome good preſumption, for to be t00 faldicious is naught. MP 
You haue heard already how the Earle of Warwickes army , and the Kings 
ſhips appointed to waftc him ouer were in a readinesto take ſea, and how the D. 
of Burgundies nauie beingat Hancy lay prepared to fight with them. Bur it 
pleaſed God fo todiſpoſkeofthis voyage, that the ſelfe ſame night ſo great atem- 
peſt aroſe that the Dukes nauie was forced to ſeuer : part whereof ran vpon the 
colt of Scotland, and part into Holland : and not long after, the Earle having a 
ood gale of winde, paſſed into England without all danger. The Duke of 
urgundie had aduertiſed King Edwardin what port the Earle would land, and 
had Voc men purpoſely to him to ſollicite him to looke to himſelte : buthe little 
regarding the danger, paſſed foorth the time in hunting, having none ſo necre 
him asthe Archbiſhop of Yorke, and che Marqueſſe of Montague, the Earle of 
Warwickes brethren, who had promiſed and 7 rwager ſworneto ſerue him a- 
gainſt their brother and all others, whereunto he gaue credit. Immediately after 
the Earles landing, great forces ioyned with him : wherewith the King _ 
much abalhed, began then, ( bur all too late) to looke about him,and ſend wor 
to the Duke of Burgundie, deſiting him that his nauie might ſtill keepe the Sea 
toſtopthe Earle from retiring againe into France ( for vpon the land he would 
match him well ynough) which meſſage pleaſed no man thar heard it : for it had 
n much better co haue kept him from [anding , then to beconſtrained to ha- 
zard hiseſtate in batrell when he was landed. Fiue or fixe daics after the Earles 
arriuall his power was ſo great, that he encamped within three leagues of King 
Eaward. Notwithſtanding the Kings force was greater then his, if all his men 
had been faithfu]l and true, andlay alſo in campeto fight with him. Further you 
thall vnderſtand that the King lodged ( as himſelferold me ) ina ſtrong village- 
at the leaſt a ſtrong houſe into the which no mian could enter but by adraw 


bridge, which wasa happy chance for him : the reſt ofhis army lay in _ vi 
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lagesround about. But as hee far at dinner, ſuddenly one camerunning in, and 
brought newes that the Marques of Montague the Earles brother and certaine 0- 
therwere mounted on horſebacke, and had cauſed all theirmento crie , God ſaute 
King Henry. Which — atthe firſt the King belecued nor, bur in all haſtſenr 
other meſſengers forth, and armed himſelfe, and fer men alfo ac the barriers of his 
lodgingrto defend it. He was accompanied with the Lord Haſmgi Lord Cham- 
bertain of England, a wife Knight and of the'greareſt aurhoritie about him, who 
was maricd to the Earle of Warwickes ſiſter, yer nerwithftanding was true and 
faithfull ro his Maſter, and had three thouſandhotſe virdet his charge in the Kings 
armie as himſclferold me.' With the King was alſortic Lord Scalesthe Queene of 
Englands brother , and diuers other valiant Knights and' Eſquiers,-who all per- 
ceiucd that this buſines went not well : for the meſſengers broughr word tharthe 
report was true, and that the enemics aſſembled to aſlaulkerhe King. >> © 
-. Bur God ſoprouided forthe 6. ber he lodged hard by the fea fide, neereto 
a place where alittle ſhip laden with vi&uals that followed his armic, and rwo 
hulks of Holland fraughted wich merchandiſelay at anchor : he had 'n6 other ſhife 
bur to run to ſaue himſelfe in one of them *; The Lord Chambetlameſtaicd a 
while behind him, and talked with thelieutenant of his band and diversother par- 
ticular men inthe Kings armie, willing them to goto the enemies , bur to beare 
true and faithfull hearrs to the King and him : which ralke ended : he went aboord 
tothe reſt being ready todepart. Now you ſhall vaderſtand that the cuſtome in 
Englandis, after the vitory obtained, neither to kill nor ranſome any man, eſpe- 
cially of the vulgar fort: knowing all men then to be readie to =_y them;becauſe 
of their good ſuccefle. Wherefore theſe ſoldiers after the Kings departure recei- 
ued no harme. Notwithſtanding King Edward himſelfe rold me,thatin all bartels 
that he wan,ſo ſoone as he had obtained viRoric he vſed ro mount on horſebacke, 
and cric to Saue the people apd kill the nobles: for ofthemi few ornone eſcaped. Thus 
fled King Edward the yeere 1470+ with ewo hulkes and a little bote of his owne 
countrie, accom panied with ſcuen or eight hundred perſons, hauing none other 
apparel] chan that they ware in the wars, vtterly vnfurniſhed of money, and hatd- 
ly knowing whether they went. Strange it wasto ſee this poore King(for ſo might 
henow well be called) roflic after this ſortpurſued by his owne ſeruants, and the 
rather, for that he had by the ſpace of twelue or thirteene yeeres liued in greater 
pleaſures and delicacies than any Prince in his time : for he had wholy giuen him- 
ſelfe ro dames, _— hawking, and banketring , in ſuch ſort that he vied when 
he went a hunting in the ſommer ſeaſon, to pa many pauilions to bepitched to 
ſolace himſelfe there with the Ladies. And to ſay the truth his perſonage ſerued 
aſwell ro make court as any mansthart cucr Iknew : for he was younge, & as good- 
ly a gentleman as liued inour age, I meane in this time of his aduerſitie : for afrer- 
ward he grew maruellous grofſe. But behold now how he fell into the troubles 
and misfortunes of the world. He ſailed ſtraight rowards Holland , and at that 
time theEaſterlings were enemies both tothe Engliſh men and the French, and 
had many ſhips of war vpon. the ſea , whetefore they were much feared of the En- 
gliſh men, and not without cauſe: for they were very good ſoldiers, and had done 
them great harme that yeere, and taken many priſes. Theſe Eaſterlings diſcried 
afarre off the ſhips wherein the King fled, and | or cight of them beganne to 
make ſaile after him, but in vaine : for he was far before them , and fell vpon the 
coaſt of Holland or ſomewhar lower : for he arriued in Freezeland by alittle rown 
called Alquemare *, asneerethe which as was poſſible his mariners caſt anchor: 
for becauſc it was cbbing water they could not enter the haucn. TheEaſterlings 

came 
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came in like manner & anchored hard by them, minding to bord them the next 

tide. Thus we lee that one miſchicte never commeth withour company. 

King Edwards good ſucceſle was now cleane altered, and his thou ghrs quite 
changed : for nor palt fifreene dates before this misfortune, he would little haue 
beleeued him thar had told him that the Earle of Warwicke ſhould chaſe him 
out of England, and ſubdue the whole Realme in eleucn daies : for in thatſniall 
ſpace he brought it to due obedience. Further, he mocked the Duke of Burgup- 
dic for ſpending his trealure in detending the ſea:2nd withed chat the Earle were 
already landedin England. But what excuſe could he make now for himſelte re- 
ceiuing ſogreata blow through his owne fault, ſauerhis, that ſuch amiſhep was 
not to be doubted : of which excule a Prince growen to mans eſtate ought ro be 
aſhamed, for it will not ſerue. Wherefore let King Edwards example teach all 
Princes that think it ſhame to feare their enemies, to be wiſe in time: tor notwith- 
ttanding chatthe greateſt part oftheir ſeruants throgh their flattery vphoid their 
ſayings,and that themſclues allo by ſuchwords ſuppoſetoputchale an opinion of 
great courage : yetſure (whatlocuer is ſaid to their face) wiſe men account ſuch 
language but meerefolly : for it is great honorto feare that which is to be feared, 
and to prouide for itaccording. Further, a wiſe man ina Princes company isa 
great treaſure and iewell, ifhe may be belecued & haue leaue to ſpeak the rruth, 

By chance the Lord of Gruteuſethe Duke of Burgundies lieutenantin Holland 
was at that preſent in the place where K. Edwardarriued, who being aduertiſed; 
by certain that rhe King ſentto land, both of his atrriuall, & ofrhe danger he was 
in ofthe Eaſterlings,gaue commaudement torthwith to the ſaid Eaſterlings not 
to touch him : and went alſo himſelte into the Kings ſhip to welcome him. And 
thus he landed 3 being accompanied with his brother the Duke of Gloceſter ' King Ed- 
(whoafterward named himſelfe King Richard) andatraine of fifteene hundred 474 handed 
perſons. The King had not one peny about him, but gaue the'Maſter ofthe ſhip ij. 9.0t 020 
for his paſſagea goodly gown furred with martins,promiling one day to do him ber-#9+1 
a good turne : andas touching his traine never ſo poorea company was ſeene, 
But the Lord of Gruteuſe dealt very honorably with them : for heigave much ap- 
parell among them, and defraied the King to La Haye in Holland whither him- 
ſelfe alſo waited vpon him. Afterward he aduertiſed the Duke of Burgundie of 
this aduenture, who was maruellouſly abaſhed atthe newes, & had much rather 
haue heard of the Kings death : for he feared the Earle of Warwicke, who was 
his mortall enemy, and bare now the whole [way in England. The fayd Earle 
ſoone after he was landed, found infinite numbers to take his part. Forthearmy 
that King Edward left behind him, what for loue, whar for feate yeelded to him, 
in ſuch ſort that every day his forces encreaſed. And in this eſtate went hee to 
London, where a great number of Knights & Eſquiers(who afterward did King 
Edward good ſeruice, tooke ſanftuary, as alſo did the Queene his wite, who was 
there {4 upeuky ofaſonne in very pooreeſtate, 
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T HE 


Chap. 6. How the Earle of Warwicke tooke ont of priſon 
King Henry of England, 


2 Pro He Earle immediately after his arrivall at London, went 
'$' AJ l. foorthwith to the rower and tooke King Henry our of priſon 
J a Be whom himſelfe many yeeres before had lead thither crying 
before him, Traitor, Traitor : bur now he called him his So- 


F< & ucraigne Lord, and conueighed him to his palace art Weſt- 


þ 3 
/ Entres) 


minſter, where hee ſer him vnder the cloth ofeſtate,in the 
| Duke of Clarences preſence, who little liked that light. Far- 
ther he ſent forthwith three or foure hundred men to Calais to ſpoile and forray 


the country of Boulonois, whom the Lord otYazcler (fo often aboue mentio-, 


ned) friendly recciued,and made then open declaration ofthe good will he had 
alwaics borne the Earle his Maſter. The ſame day that the Duke receiued newes 
ofthe Kings arriuall in Holland : I was come from Calais to Boulen (wherethe 
Duke then lay, ) vnderſtanding nothing of this aduenture, nor of the Kings 
flight, The Duke was firſt advertiſed that hee was dead, whereof he forced nor 
greatly, for he loued the houſe of Lancaſter much better then the houſe of York. 
Beſides that he had with him the Dukes of Exceſter arid Sommerſet and divers 
other of King Hezries tation, by whoſe meanes hee thought himſelfe aſſured of 

eace with the houſe of Lancaſter. But he feared the Earle of Warwicke, neither 


"Hemeaneth knew he how to entertaine him that was cometo him *, I meane King Edward 


whether he 
ſhould aide 


who was his brother in law, and they both of one order: for the King ware the 


the King or golden Fleeſe, and the Duke the Garter. 


RO. 


The Duke forthwith ſent me backe againe to Calais accompanied with a gen- 
tleman or two of this new King Herries tation, and gaue mee inftruftions how 
to deale with this new world, OY me earneſtly to goe, becauſeir ſtood him 
vpon to be well ſcrued in this bulines. I wentas far as Turnehana caſtell neere to 
Guiſnes, and further durſt not paſle, becauſe I found the people flying for feare 
ofthe Engliſh men, who were abroad and ſpoyled all the countrey, Bur I ſent 
foorthwith co the Lord of Vaucler deſiring a ſafe conduR : for before] was ac- 
cuſtomed to go without any, and was alwaies honorably receiued : for the En- 
gliſh men are very curteous & honorable in their entertainment. All this ſeemed 
ftrangeto me : for I neuer had ſeen ſuch ſudden alterations in the world. Iaduer- 
tiſed the Duke the ſame night ofthe danger I ſhould be in if I paſſed further, ma-« 
king no mention of the ſafe condutI had ſent for, becauſe I doubted what an- 
{were I ſhould receiuerhereof. The Duke ſent mea ring from his finger biddin 
me go forward, and ifI were taken priſoner he would redeeme me : Br he __— 
not greatly to endanger one of his ſeruants at his neede. Bur I had prouided well 
for my ſelfe: for I receiueda ſafe condut with very courteous letters from the 
Lord of Vaucler. Wherin he ſent me word that I might go and comeafter my 
wonted manner. Whereupon I went ro Guiſnes, and found the captaineat the 
caſtel! gate, who offred me a cup of wine, without that he led mec into the caftell 
as he was accuſtomed, but he feaſted and entertained honorably theſe gentlemen 
of K,Hemries faftion thataccompanied me. From thence I went to Calais, where 
no man came foorth to receiue me after their wonted ſort, but all men ware the 
Earle of Warwickes liuery. Further, vpon the gare of my lodging they made a- 
boucan hundred white croſſes & rimes, ſignifying that the King of Fraunceand 
the Earle of Warwick were all one:all the which ſeemed ſtrange ro me. Soon after 
my 
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my coniming to Calajs,i ſent to Graueling, being but hue leagues thence, com- 
manding all Englith merchants& merchandiſesto be ttayed, becauſe the Eng» 
liikmen had ſo (poyled the country. The Lord of Vaucler ſent tor me to-din- 
ner;being wel accompanied,aud wearing on his capa white ragged ſtafte of gold 
enamiled ?, being the Earles cogniſance,which all the reſt that were with-him , or 2uhor 
ware likewiſe,and he'that could not haue it of gold, had it of cloth. It was told rcporteth this | 
methereatdiner.that within leſſe than a quarter ,ofan howreafter thele nexfes 58000 
cameoutof England,euery man warethe ſaid cogniſance: ſo ſpeedy and ſud-bu becauſe / 
den was thech ange. This was the firft time that I beganne to canlider how vn- = _ of 
ſtable and vncertaineall worldly things are : The ſaid Yaucler gaue me very CUr- never, ct "I 
teous language,& made certain excules in the Earle his captaines behalfe,rehcar-blacke,bur 
ſing alſo what great benefits he had receiued at his hands. But as touching, the — 
reſt that were with him, I never faw men fo tarre out of frame : for thoſe that IrrarNaredic 
rook rohaue been the kingstruſtieſt ſeruants, weretbey thar moſt thretned him: M5, 12 
ſomel think for teare, but others in good earneſt. Thoſe houlhoid feruants ofthe ns bur that 
Earles,whom I had required the Lord of Vaucler heretoforeto putt out 'of the cither the 
towne, were now.in great credit.Notwitkſtanding they never vnderſtood thar 57ierteth 
Ihad moued the ſaid Yauelerto any ſuch purpole. In communication that: paſe o: ourauthort” 
ſed between them and me,l euer tolde them that K. Edward was dead, whereof wag! eg 
Haid, I was well aſſured, notwithſtanding that I knew the conitrary, adding fur- 
ther, that rhough it were not fo, yet was the league betweene the D,of Burgun- 
dyand the king,and realme of England ſuch, that this accident could. not: /in- 
fringe it: for wewould account him King whom they did, Laid moreouer,that: 
becauſe of thealterations that had hapned in times paſt, theſe words, With the 
King and the Realme,were inſerted into theleague, for ggrformanice alfo. whoreof, 
fowre of the beſt rownes in England were in pledge F. Duke. The merchants 
required in any wiſeto haue me ſtaied, becauſe their goods were taken at Graue- 
to bymy commandement as they faid. In the end peace was thts" concluded 
berwcenethem and me, that they ſhould pay for all the cattell they bad taken , - - 
or reſtore it againe; for by agreement between the houſe of Burgundy &them, 
they might goc into certain paſtures thereabour,and take cattell for theproui- 
on of the town,at a price which they now paid, and priſoners they had taken 
none. Thusit was agreed that the league ſhould remaine firme and vnuiolable 
between vs & the king & realm of England, ſauethat for Edw. we named Henry. 
This agreement pleaſed well the Duke of Burgundy, for the Earle of War- 
wicke was fending fowrethouſand Engliſhmen to Calais,to make ſharpe warre 
vpon his dominions,neither could the D.pacitie him by any means. Notwiths 
ſtanding the rich merchants of London, diuers ofthe which were then at Calais, 
inthe end perſwaded him to peace, becauſe their ſtaple of wools is there, which 
is a farre goodlier thing thana man would belieue: for it isalmoſt incredibleof 
how great value the wooll is that is tranſported thither twiſea yeare, and lyeth 
cheretill merchants cometo buy it. The chiefe vent whereof is into Flaunders 
and Holland, which was the principall cauſe that moued theſe merchants to la- 
bour ſo eatheſtly forſpeace,and for ſtay of the ſoldiers the Earl was ſending ouer: 
which was a happy chance for the Duke of Burgundy,forit was even artthevery 
ſame inſtant that the King tooke Amiengand Saint Quintin: and if both the 
realmes hgd made war vpon him at once, vndoubredly he had been vndone He 
trauelled ro appeaſe the Earle of Warwicke by all meanes poſſible, alleadging 
that he would attempt nothing againſt K. Henry,ſeeing himſelfe was ofthe houle 
ot Lancafter,and vling ſuch words as might belt ſerue for his purpoſe. -- 
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Now to returne to King Edward,he cameto Saint Paul to, the Duke of Burgun- 
dic,and preſſed him earncſtly tor aide to returne home, aſſuring him that bee 
had great intelligence in England,and deſiring him for Gods loue not to aban- 
dofi him, conſidering he had married his liſter,and that they were brethren of 

.one order. The Dukes of Sommerſet and Exceſter labored him tothe contrary, 
to wit, to take part with King Henry. The Duke could nottell whom to a 
> Tomit, by andeyther party be feared to diſpleaſe. Bur in the end becauſe warre was 
thefnglith -already begun vpon him,cuen at his very noſe 3, he inclined tothe Duke of So+ 
men{cne over 1 «rſer,and the others aboue named, accepting their promiſes againſt the Earle 
by the Earle - P 
of Warwicke, of Warwicke their ancientenemy, Wherewith K. Edward there preſent was 
wonderfully diſquieted. But the Dukes ſeruants alleadged the beſt reaſons th 
could in excuſe thereot,ſaying that the Duke vicd this diſhmulation to auoy 
warre with both the realmes at once,adding thereto; thar if he ſhould bee over- 
*Lavere, throwne,he could notafter aide him at hiscaſe. Notwithſtanding the Duke ſee 
cm ca ing that he could no longer ſtay the King there, but that needs he would return 
is gre, "ape into England, and fearing for divers conſiderations altogether to diſcontent 
ain him : pretended openly that he would not aide him, and made proclamation 
Zcland-netin that no man ſhould go to his ſeruice: but couertly he delivered him 5oooo.gib 
ithe Scor.ih dons ofthe Sa. Andrewes crofſe, and cauſed three or fowre great ſhipsto be ar- 
Raple,where- med for him ar La Vere in Zeland 4, which is a haven where all nations are re 


j beets 'o ceiued. Beſides this,he entertained for him ſecretly foureteen _ ofthe Ea- 


amend the 


_ ſerlings well appointed, who promiſed to ſerue him till he were landed in Eng- 
£, 


land,and fifteen daiesafter, which was great aid conlidering thetime. 


Chap. 7. How ard returned inte England, where he flue in battell fir # 
oy F the of War wicke,and then the prmms.—— oy 


) Ing Edward departed out of Flaunders, the yeare 1471. at 
the ſelfe ame inſtant that the Duke of Burgundie went 
to Amiens againſt the K.The ſaid Duke rhought now how- 
ſoever the world went in England, he could not ſpeede a- 
& miſle,becau(c he had friends on both fides: King Edward 
J) immediatly after his landing, marched firaight rowardes 
London, - becauſe three or toure hundred Knightsand EC 
quiers of his faRtion, together with others of the meaner 
fort, ro the number of two thouſand and bertter,had retired themſelues into the 
SanQuaries of the City,which-was a happy chance for him,for hee landed with 
ſmall force. The Earle of Warwicke being in the north parts witha great army 
hearing theſe newes made hafte to beat London before him, rather for other re- 
ſpeRs than for that he greatly feared the reyolt ofthe town, notwithſtanding the 
contrary ry K.Edward was received into the City with great ioy 
&criumph the tueſday before Eaſter, contrary to the expeAation of moſt men, 
for all the world accounted him as vtterly vndon. And vndoubtedly if they had 
ſhut the gates againſt him,he had been paſt all recovery : for the Eavle of War- 
wick was but adaies journey behind him. There were three things eſpecially (as 
I haue heard)that cauſed the town toreuolt, Firſt, the gentlemen that were in 
. the ſanfuaries & the young Prince lately borne. The ſecond, the great debres 
that the K. owed in the town,in reſpe&t wherof, the Merchants ro whom he was 
indebted,thoght it their beſt way to take part with him. The third,a great many 
women of honor,& rich merchants wives, with whom in times paſt he had bin 
familiar, 
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familiar ,perſwaded their husbands and triends to incline to him. He ſtaied nor 
paſtrwo or three dates in the towne : tor vpon Eaſter euen he departed with all 
the force be could leuy, and marched againit the: Earle of Warwicke, whom he 
met thenext morning being Ealter day : and as they ſtood in order ot barrell,the 
one in tace of the other, (uddenly.the-D. ot Clarence the Kings brother ( who 
wasreconciled to the King as betore you haueheard) reuolred rothe King with 
tweluerhoufand men and berter *, which no lefle aſtonied the Earle than encou- * ou Chro. 
raged the King, whole force was nor great. Burall this notwithſtanding the bat- ni«lesrepore 
rell was cruell and bloody. They wereall footemen on both lides , ot the Kings 23 Puke 
vaward a great number were (laine : then his batrell and the Earles met, and ioi- Kgs fide ar 
ned ſo tiercely together, that the King himlelte tough in perſon more valiantly x o0enevie be- 
then any man of either army. The Earle-of Warwicke ved neuer to hghrt on comming ps. 
foote, but his manner was when he had led his mento the charge , to take horſe, London : and 
and if the victorie fell on his ſide to fight among his ſoldiers, otherwiſe to depart 172, \27 al 
intime. But at this bartell he was conſtrained by his brother the Marques of cumſtances 
Mounracute, a valiant Knight, to light on foote and fend away his horle. To 19 um 
conclude, in this battell died the Earle and his brother, with a great number of 
gentlemen, the {laughter alſo ofthe poore people was great. For King Edward 
at his departure out of Flaunders, relolued to crie no more to ſaue the people and 
kill the nobles : but he had conceiued extreame hatred againlt the communaltie 
of England, both for the great fauour they beare the Earle of Warwicke, and for 
other reſpects alſo : wheretore at this barrel he ſpared them nor. Of the Kings 
ſide died about hitteene hundred, and the held was valiantly fought. 
Atthetime ofthis batrell che Duke of Burgundie lay betore Amiens where 
he receiucd letters from the Dutches his wite, that King E4ward her brother was * Our hiſto. 
not alittle diſcontenred with him, atleaging that the aide he gaue him, was given 7 "Port | 
ineuill ſort, and with euill will, ſo far foorth that he was vtterly forſaken of him : King Hears 
and to ſay the truth the King and he after this neuer loued one another. Not- death, tor he 
withſtanding the Duke ſuppoling that this vitorie would greatly further his af-1,. my 
faires, cauſed the newes to be publithed in all places. and nor fo. 
I had forgotten torell you how King Edward finding King Henry at London, — 
lead him with him into the battell aboue mentioned. This King Henry was a Ve- ? Qur Chro- 
ry ſimple man, and almoſt an innocent : and if | haue not heard a lie,incontinent nic!es report 
after the battell the Duke of Gloceſter K. Edwards brother , ( whoatrerward na- ee Duke 
med himlſelfe K. Richard) flue this holy man K. Henry with his owne hands, or was at Barnet 
cauſed him to be (laine in his preſencein ſome ſecret place? The Prince of Wales — 
was landed in England when this batrell above mentioned was fought, having wcke,andre- 
in his company the D. of Exceſter & Sommerſet, with divers others of his kinf- parevateer- 
folkes & ancient followers of his houſe. His army was to the number of fortic Qc.ne, nd 
thouſand,asI haue been informed by divers that were with him : and ifthe Earle was cakenin 
of Warwicke would haue ſtaied for him, itis very like the vitory ſhould hane j* ©c2"4 
been theirs. But the Earle feared both the D. of Sommerſer, whoſe father & bro- then behca- 


ther he had ſlain:& alfo Queene Margaret the Princes mother:wherforehe fought — wel 


alone & would not tary for them 3. Marke here by this example how long anct- mc har 


ent fations and partialities endure, how much they are to be feared, and what the Prince - 
was not ſliine 


great damage enſueth thereof. So ſoon as K. Edward had obtained this viftorie, Mt" wh 
he marched incontinent againſtthe Prince of Wales;where another cruell battell bur ſoone af- 
was fought : for the Princes: force was greater than the Kings, notwithſtan- jr, haung 
ding thelotof the vitorie fellto the King , and the Prince was (laine vpon the..." with 


Place + with divers other great Lords, and a maruellous number of common King Edward, 
I 3 ſoldiers. 
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ſoldiers. The Duke of Sommerſet was taken,and the next day beheaded, In ele- 
uen daies the Earle of Warwicke ſubdued the whole realme of England ; at the 
leaſt brought itto obedience: and in one and twenty King Edward recovered it, 
hauing fought two great and cruell battels.. Thus you ſee what ſudden mutati. 
ons have beene in England. King Edward cauſed many of the peopleto be put 
to death in many places,eſpecially ſuch as had madeafſemblies againſt him. And 
from that day forward raigned peaceably in England till his death, though not 
without great trouble and vexation of minde. I will here end my diſcourſe of 
theſe Engliſh affaires, till timeand occalion ſerue in ſome other place, onely ad- 
ding this, that of all the nations in the world , the Engliſhmen are moſt defirous 
ro trie their quarrels by dint of word. | 


Chap. 8. How the wars rewined betweene King Lewis and Charles Duke 


of Burgundie, by the ſollicitation of the Dukes 


of Guienne and Brutaine, 


P Will now returne to our affaires on this {ide the ſea, wherof 
I haue made no mention-{ince the Duke of Burgundies 
departure from before Amiens,the Kings returneinto the 
countrey of Touraine, and the Duke of Guienne his bro- 
thers into Guienne, The ſaid Duke of Guienne continued 
ſtill his ſute aboue mentioned for his marriage with the 
Duke of Burgundies daughter , whereunto the Dukein 

_ wordeuer ſhewed himſelfe willing, but indeed meant no- 
thing leſſe, both becauſe he purpoſed to vic her as an inſtrument whereby to en- 
tertaineall the world, and a marchandiſe to puteuery man in hope of, andalſo 
for that he ſtomacked the euill praiſes they had contriued to conſtraine him to 
this marriage perforce. The Earle of Saint Paul Conſtable of Fraunce bulied 
himſelfe in this treatie very earneſtly, deſiring that the mariage might ſeeme to 
be cffefted by his onely meanes and procurement. On the other {ide the Duke 
of Britaine traueled therein, ro the end the whole honor thereof might redound 
to him. The King wasas bulie as the beſt to breake it off, though needleſly , as 
well for the two reaſons aboucalleaged, as alſo becauſe the Duke of Burgundie 
was not deſtrous of fo greata ſonne in taw, wherefore in vaine the King troubled 
himſelfe, but he could not ſee another mans thoughts. And ſure hee hadiuſt 
cauſe of feare, for if this mariage had taken effeR, his brothet {hfould haue been fo 
mighrie, that he and the Duke of Britaine ioined together , might haue put the 
Kings eſtatearid his childrens in great danger. In the meanetime about theſe af- 
faires many ambaſſadors paſſed to and fro as well ſecretly as openly, 

This often pafhing to and fro of ambaſſadors is a thing very dangerous : for 
vnder colour thereof many times cuill praftiſes are entertained : yer notwith- 
ſtanding ambaſſadors muſt of force both be ſent and receiued. They that ſhall 
read this hiſtory willaske peraduenture what remedie I can deuiſe againſt this 
inconuenience, becauſe it ſeemeth almoſt remedileſle. For anſwere whereunto 
Iwill ſhew mine aduiſe, notwithſtanding that I know a number far better able to 
diſcourſe hereofthan my ſelfe. Ambaſſadors that come from perfeR friends, with 
whom no occalion of quarrell can ariſe, muſt be well entertained, & permitted to 
come ofren,to the Princes preſence, I mean ifthe Princes be wiſe & of comly per- 
ſonage,otherwiſe the les he be ſeen the better. Notwithſtanding when he muſt 
of necellity be ſeen, let him be wellapparclled, & well inftruted what to ſay, and 
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vie ſhort ſpeech according to Princes amity, which vſually is but ſhort.But ifam- 
baſſadors be ſent openly or ſecretly between Princes thatare in continuall hatred 
and war, asall choſe haue been that ] haueknowen or been conuerſant with in 
my time, fure there is great danger therein. Notwichitanding mine aduile is,that 
ambaſſadors be well entertained and honorably receiued : tor to ſend to mecte 
them, to lodge them well, to appoint truſty and wile men to accompaniethem, 
are not onely points of great curcelie, bur allo of great ſatetie. For thereby you 
fhall both vnderſtand who they are tharrefort rothem, andallo ſtay ſuch as be 
light headed and difcontented with the preſent eſtate, from bringing them intel. 
ligence : for there 1s no Princes court wherein all haue contented mindes. Fur- 
ther, they muſt haue ſpeedy audience, and ſuon bediſpatched. For me thinke ir 
a perilous matter for a man to harbor his enimie in his houſe, but to defray 
them, to lodge them well, and to give them preſents is bur curtelie. Further, 
in time of open warre no practiſe nor ouerture of peace muſt bee altogether 
broken off ( becauſe peraduenture the leaft of them may ſerue vs to good pur- 
poſe) bur all muſt be continued and entertained,and all ambaſſadors heard,viing 
them as before is ſaid, and appointing ſure watch to eſpy who goeto beare them 
intelligence, andare fcnt to them either by day or night : but this muſt bedone 
as ſecrerly as may be. Further, for one ambaſſador they ſend to you, ſend you 
twotothem : and though they be weary of your ambailadors, and forbid any 
more to come: yet ſend ſtill when time and occation ſerueth. For no ſpie ſhall 
haueſuch libertiero inquire and vnderftand of all marrers as they. And if you 
ſend two or three togither, ir is impothble for your enimie to haue ſo good 
watch (I meane viing them with good termes as ambaſſadors are to be vied) bur 
that ſome of them thall haue conference and intelligence with one or other. 
Laſtly, a wiſe Prince muſt alwaies endeuor himfelfe ro haue ſome ſecret friend or 
friends about his enimie, and beware as neere as he may ( for in ſuch caſes mers 
cannot alway doe as they would ) that his enimie haue not the l;keabout him. 
You will ſay peraduenture that by fuch often ſending I ſhall increaſe mine eni- 
mies inſolencie and pride. But 1 torcenot thereof: for by this meanes I ſhall vn- 
derſtand his ſecrets, and in theend all the profitand honor ſhall redound to me. 
And notwithſtanding that mine enimie may deale with me after the ſame ſort, 
yet would [ not ceaſe trom fending, bur entertaineall ouertures and breake off 
none, tothe end I may alwaies haue occalion to ſend. Forall men haue not iike 
wiſdome, like cunning,nor like experiencein theſe affaires,neither like occaſion to 
rrauell for experience,and in theſe cafes the wileſt winthe garland : wherof I will 
giue you a manifeſt example. In all treaties of peace concluded berween the En- 
glith and French nations, the French hauc alwaies ſhewed more fineneſſe, ſabril- 
tie, and cunning than the Engliſh , far forth char the faid Engliſh men haue a 
common prouerbe, as once they told me, when I rreated with them : that in a!l 
batrels fought with the French,cuer or for the meſt part they haue obteined ho- 
norand viCtorie, bur in all treaties that haue been concluded between them they 
have euer received loffſe and dammage. And ſorein mine opinion I have knowen 
ih this realme (eſpecially of King Zews his training vp) men as ſufficient to ne- 
gotiate in a treatie of peace as any inthe world. For thoſe that are imploied in 
theſe affaires muſt be milde men, and ſuch as can beare patiently all rude words 
tocompaſſerheir purpoſes for their Maſters profit, and ſuch onely would King 
Lewis imploy. I haue been ſomwhat long in diſcourling how ambaſſadors a@i- 


ons muſt diligently be obſerued , but not withonr caule : for 1 haue ſeen and 
knowen 
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knowen ſo great fallhood and treacherie viced vnder colour thereof, that I could 
no ſooner end-my diſcourſe. 

This mariage between rhe Duke of Guicnne and the Duke of Burgundies 
daughter was ſo earneltiy labouted,that in the end ſome promiſe was made ther- 
of both by mouth and letter. But I haue knowen the like done to Nicholas Duke 

\ ThisN;zat, Of Calabria and Loraine * ſonne to J9by Duke of Calabria fo often aboue men- 
is namedin Tioned, andto Philibert Duke of Sauoy thar laſt died, and to Maximilias Duke of 
| gg Auſtrich now King of Romansonly ſonne of Frederike the Emperor, who allo 
Pun received aletter written with the damſels owne hand by hir fathers commande- 
dement,anda diamond therewith. All which promiſes were made in lefſe than 

three yeeres ſpace: yet amT wellaſſured that during the Dukes life, none of them 

ſhould haue been accomplithed,at the leaft with his conſent. But this letter aboue 
mentioned furthered much Duke Maximilzans lute, as hereafter you hall heare. 

I write not this to charge thereby the Duke of Burgundie, or any of thoſeaboue 
mentioned, but only to rehearſe the courſe of theſe affaires. Further,I perſwade 

my ſelfe that rude and {imple men will not buke their braines about the reading 

of this hiſtorie : but Princes and Courrtiers ſhall finde in it good leſſons and ad- 
uertiſements in mine opinion. During this treatie of mariage diuers new enter- 

priſes againſt the King were in communication. With the Duke of Burgundie 

was the Lord of Vrfe, Poxcet of Riuiere, and certaine other meane perſonages 

thatran to and fro,for the Duke of Guiennes aftaires. Inlike manner the Abbor 
of Begarde afterward Biſhop of Leon was reſident with him, forthe Duke of 

Britaine. Theſe aduertiſed the Duke of Burgundy , that the King practiſed to 

corrupt the Duke of Guiens ſeruants, and to withdraw them from him , partly 

by loue, partly by force : adding alſo that he had already razed a certaine place 

belonging to the Lord of Eſtifſac, the Duke of Guiennes ſeruant,and had begun 

diuers other attemprs againſt his brother, ſo far forth, that he had withdrawn 

from him certaine of his houlhold ſeruants : whereby appeared manifeſtly (as 

they ſaid) that he ment to take Guienne from him now as in times paſt he had 
Normandy,once granted him for his partage,as before is mentioned. The Duke 

of Burgundy ſent diuers ambaſſadors to the Kingabout theſe affaires, who euer 

2 The King excuſed himſelfe *, and accuſed his brother, ſaying that for his part he minded 
made warre notto touch his brothers partage : but that his Re by ſeeking to inlarge his 


vpon his bro- 4. . 
ther, becauſe 1imits,was author of all theſe troubles. 
he hadreſto- We haue hereto con(ider how troubleſome,dangerous,and far from all good 


—_ end the affaires of this Realmeare,when it is in diſcord and ciuill diſſention : for 
ro all his poſ. notwithſtanding that at the beginning of the troubles all men hope ſhortly to 
ſeſſions in  ſeethematan end : yet isthe contrary greatly to befeared, for though the fire 
whom the bekindled at the firſt, but between two or three Princes, or men of meaner eſtate : 
wg cn before two yeeres be expired, all our neighbours ſhall be bidden to the ban- 
Anal, Aquir, FUE 25 plainly may appeare by this that followeth. Ar this very inſtant that I 
now write of, the Duke of Guienne,at the leaft his ſeruants, and the Duke of Bri- 
taine deſired the Duke of Burgundy in no wile to call the Engliſhmen to his 
aide : for ſecing all that they did was for the good and benefit of the realme, they 
would not bring the ancientenimies of the crowne into the realme: adding far- 
ther that if he would be ina readineſſe they ſhould be ſtrong enough of them- 
ſelues, aſwell becauſe of their great forces,asalſo ofthe good intelligence they had 
in the realme with diuers Captaines and others. And once it was my chanceto 
be preſent when the Lord of Yrfe had communication with the Duketo thisef- 
te; 
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fe, and withallpreſſed him eameſily with all ſpecd to leuic his army. The Duke 
ſtood at a window and called me to him and ſaid : Heere is my Lord of Viie that 
preflech me carneſtlytoleuic the greateſt force that poſſibly 1 may, alleaging that 
it ſhall be greatly forthe benefit ot the realme : what think you oP*this motion if 1 
enter intothe realme with my army, (hall I doe any great good there ? I anſwe- 
red him merrily that Ithoughr no: then ſaid he, Llouetherealme of France better 
than my Lord of Vife weeneth, for where it hath one king, I would ithad ſixc, 

During the treaty of marriage aboue mentioned, Edward king of England, who 
thought nar that the marriage thould haue beene accompliſhed: (wherein hee 

as decciued,as was allo theking) Rauelled carneſtly with che Duke of Burgun- 
dy robreakeit —_— thatthe King had no iſſue male, wherefore if he hap- 
ned to die,the crowne ſhould deſcend to his brother , whereby (if this marriage 
rooke effe)the realme of England ſhould ſtand in grear danger,ſo many ſcignio- 
ries being vnited tothe crowne. This mattertroubled maruellouſly. though need- 
leſly,nor onely the _ of England, but his whole Councell alſo inſuch fort,that 
they would giue no credit to the Duke of Burgundy what promiſe ſocuer he made 
tothe contrary. The ſaide Duke notwithſtanding the requeſt aboue mentioned 
made voto him by the Dukes of Guienae and Britaine,fornot calling in ſtrangers 
to his aide, was very defirous thatthe King of England ſhould inuade ſome part 
of the realme, and himſelfe would haue pleaded ignorance therein, Butthe Eng- 
liſhmen would not be woon thereunto: for they ſo much feared the annexing of 
the houſe of Burgundy bythis mariageto thecrowne of France, that they would 
at thattrimerather haue aided the King,than inuaded him. Youlec heer all theſe 
Princes throughly buſied and accompanied with anumber of wiſe men, who (as 
theſequele well declared) forefaw a farre off more by the one halfe than in their 
life time rooke effet:for they all through this continuall toyle and travell,in ſhort 

ace one after another ended theirliues, eachmanreioycing atothers death, as 
of a thing moſt deſired, Soone after followed their Maſters, leauing their ſucceſ- 
ſorstroubles enough, all ſaue the king our maſter, who left his realme to his ſonne, 
quiet both from forraine warres,and ciuill difſention,ſo that hee did more for him 

ancuer he eyther would or could doe for himſelfe:for I neverknew him inpeace 
ue onely alittle before his death. 

The Duke of Guienne at this preſent lay ſicke and in daunger of death, as ſome 
faid,bur others affirmed the contrary: his men preſſed earneſtly the Duke of Bur- 
gundy to put himſelfe into the held, becauſe the time of the yeere ſerued hiely for 
that purpoſe, and aduertiſed him thar the Kings army was abroad,and lay at Saine 
Iohn d' Angelic, or at Xain&es, orthereabour. To bee ſhort,” they laboured the 
Duke ſo importunately,that he went to Arras,and there aſſembled his forces,and 
marched towardsthe townes of Peronne , Roye , and Montdidier : his army was 
maruellous great, yeathe greateſt that cuer he had before : forin ir were ewelue 
hundred Launces of his ordinary retinue , euery one of them accompanied with 
three archers well armed and well mounted : farther in euery company of theſe 
Launcers were ten men of armes for a ſupply, beſidesthe Lieucenant and Enſi 
bearer. The Gentlemen of the Dukes dominions were likewiſe in very good _ 
for they were well paid and led by valiantknights and eſquires. And ſure atthat 
rime theſe countries;were marucllous rich. 


Chap. 9. 


"he 


94 THE THIRD BOOKE OF 


Chap. 9. How the finall peace treated of between the Duke of Burgundy and the King 
brake ff becauſe of the Duke of Guiens death, aud how theſe two great Prin- 
ces {Aght to decrine each other. | 


> Tile the Duke was leuying his armie abouementioned, the Lord 
j of Cran and Maſter Peter Doriole Chauncellor of Fraunce came 
co him twile orthriſe from the King , and ſecretly treated with 
2A him of a finall peace,which heeretofore could neuer bee conclu- 

Pe ded, becauſe the Duke required reſtitution of Amiens and Saint 
Quintine,whereunto the King would neuer condiſcend : but now partly becauſe 

of che great preparation he ſaw made againft him,and partly in hope to compaſle 

certaine purpoſes whereofhceereafter you ſhall heare, hee agreed to yecld them. 

1 The Duke The conditions of this peace were, that the King (ſhould reſtore to the Duke , 
vp Amiens and Saint Quintine, and whatſocuer cl{c was in controuerſic betweene 
May,bur 4.4. £1» That he ſhould abandon the Earles of Neuers and Saint Paule Conſtable 
er («th rhe 24, of France ,and permit the D. to dowith them and all their poſleſſions at his plea- 
=_— 57; ſure,and ſeaze them into his owne hands it hee could. That che Duke in like man- 
cath rad merſhould abandonthe Dukesof Guicnne and B:iraine, and permit the King ts 
Anne” Br- , doe with them and their ſeigniories at his pleaſure. Iwasprelent when the Duke 
56.2451. Of Burgundy ſware this treaty, and likewiſe the Lord of Cran,and the Chancellor 
z7.fol.z53. of Fraunccin the Kings name, who allo at their departure from the Duke aduiſed 
\ map himnot to.diſmiſſe his army , bur ro march ſtill forward,to the end the King their 
»-nemmmſcce Maſter might make the ſpeedicr delivery of the two places aboue named. Fur- 


per 1ord:um ther Simeon of Quingy was ſent with chem to ſee the King ſweare and confirm this 
nn ene. ELeaty, Which his ambaſſadors had concluded: bur the King delaicd the confirma- 


IJohanny 'ene- 


di »-mm: tion a certaineſpace,andin the meane time hapned his brothers death, 


—_— The Duke being ready to'depart from Arras recciucd two ſeuerall aduertiſe- 
F 0 . . . * 
Baſinus Biſhop ments : one that Nicholas Duke of Calabria and Lorraine , heire of ehe houſe of 


of Lifcuz .. ANiOU, and ſonto John Dukeof Calabria was comming to him about his daugh- 
Dukes death, ters mariage,whom he honqurably received, and putin great hope of his ſure. Bur 
who compz- the nextday being the 15. of May * 1472. (as I remember ) came letters from 


ret Kang wor of Quingy the Dukes ambaſſador ro the King , wherein hee aduerriſed his 


Lens to Cain, 


Arreus, Thi- Maſter of the Duke of Guiennes death, and that the King had already recouered 
e/ics, Volume), a great part of hiscoumry. The like aduertiſementsrecciued he allo incontinent 


and Lteacies, 


Ho.ndie (rip. from others, but reporting diuerſly of the ſaid D. death. Soone after returned S7- 

- lath tus: 2970p of Quingy from the K. with a cold anſwere: for he refuſed toſweare the trea- 
X 1! e, i" 41 . . P . P . 

1:4 tie , which the Duke tooke very diſdainfully as a matter tending to his contewpr 


dem, fecit qusd a 
Cain,qu:i- and diſhonour. His men alfo'in timeof warre as well for this as other cauſcs ſpake 


por "1.1;z. Very villanous and opprobrious words of the King , and I warrant you the French 
terfecit, Deir FEquited them With the like, The Duke of Burgundy being almoſt out of his wits 


ng becauſe of theſe newes , by the perſwaſion of certaine noleſle ſorry for this acci- 
dentthan himſclfe, writ letters to divers townes of the realme,charging the l.ing 


fratri VENeNum 


gi mn ſtan gyith his brothers death, butliccle it auailed, for no man ſtirred *, Notwithſtan- 


; Tu / ” . 0 . 4 
"paid ding if rhe Duke of Guienne had lived , vndoubredly the King ſhould haue had 
aliquot mers. enough to do: for the Britons were in a readines to inuade him; hauing greater in- 
bi wer affiicl Ti 

Gazwina French hiltoriographet Cuththus : The King was adverriſed of his brother Duke Charles his death , who died at Bor+ 
deaux poyſoncd by a certane Abbor, but not without che Kings conſent 2s the report went. Annal. Aquit, written by a French 
man ſceme to wake King T-wwaccefiary to his death, The Duke was poy ſoned as he (ate at the table yygth the Lady of Mount- 
ſforexu whom he entertained, and who was alſo poyſoned with him. The King commanded the Abbots procellc ro ccaſe,and 


the reſt which we: c .uipectcd : whe: cby he plaincly bewraicd his ovvne guilty conſcience, 
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telligences in the realme than ever before : all the which failed by the D. death. 
The Duke of Burgundy in this fury put himlſelfe into the field, and marched 
towards Neſle in Vermandois, making toule and cruel| war, contrary to his ac- 
cultomed manner : for he ſpoiled and burned all the countrey as he paſſed. His 
vaward marched before him, and belieged the aide towne of Nefle being otno 
force : but the Duke himlelte lodged three leagues from ic. Within the rowne 
werecertaine frankearchers, that ilew a herald ofthe Dukes, commin g to ſum- 
mon them. Further, their Captaine came torth to parle vnder ſurety, thinking 
to bring the matter to compolition but could not, and as ke returned into the 
rowne(rthe truce yet continuing becaule of his ſalie) they within the town (not- 
withſtanding that themſelues ſtood open vponthe wall no man ſeeking to hurt 
them) ſlew yettwo other ofthe Dukes men, whereforethe truce was difauow- 
ed, and word ſent to the Lady of Netle being within the rowne, ro come foorth 
withall her houthold and ſtufte, which ſhe did accordingly : and immediately 
after, the place wasaſſaulred and taken, and the greateſt part of them that were 
within it {lain:all chat were taken aliue were hanged, ſauea few whom the (oldiers 
for very pitty let goe;z a number alſo had their handscut off, Irlocheth mee ro 
make mention ofthis cruelty : but becauſe 1 was preſent, ſomewhat I am forced 
to wrire thereof. And ſure either the Duke was maruellouſly paſhonate,in thar 
he committed (o cruell an a&t, or ſome great cauſe mooued him thereunto, Hee 
alleaged two,the one che Duke of Guiennes death,wherofhe ſpake very ſtrange- 
ly vpon other mens report: the other the griefe he had conceiued for the lofſe of 
Amiens and Saint Quintin aboue rehearſed. 

Somethar ſhall read this that followeth , will thinke happily that there was 
ſmall fairh in theſe two Princes,or that I miſreport them : I would be loth to mif- 
report eichcr of them. And tothe King our Maſter, how much I am bound, all 
the world knoweth. But to continue my hiſtory (right reverend) in ſuch ſort 
as you haue required, lam forced to vtter that I know howſgener it paſſed. And 
I | = not buc theſe two, being compared with other Princes, ſhall ſeem noble, 
worthy and honourable,and the King our Maſter wiſe aboue all thereft, who left 
his realmeecnlarged and in peace withall his enemies. Wherfore let vs now con- 
ſider whither of theſe two Princes ſought to deceiue the other, tothe end tharif 
heereatter this hiſtory happen to fall intothe hands of ſome yoong Prince that 
hath to negotiate in ſuch like affaires, he may by reading thereof bee the berrer 
inſtrufted howto looke to himſelfe. For notwithſtanding that neither Princes 
nor enemies be alwaies alike,nor deale alike, in like affgires:yetir is good to know 
the hiſtories of times paſt. To ſpeake therefore vprightly, Ithinke both theſe 
Princes werefully benteach to deceiue other, and tended both toone end, as 
yu (hall heare. Both of them had their armies abroad iu a readines. The King 

adalready taken divers places, and during the treaty, madeſharpe warre vpon 
his brother, whom the Lords of Courton, Patris, Foucart,and diuers others had 
already relinquiſhed, and were receiued into the Kings ſeruice. Further, his ar- 
mie lay about Rochell, hauing great intelligence in thetowne, for the citizens 
prattifed continually,as well bicauſe of the rumor of this treary,as alſo bicauſe of 
the Dukes ſickneſſe. And[thinkethe Kings reſolution was,if he could atchicue 
his enterpriſe there, or his brother hapned rodie, not to fweare the treatie : 
but ifhe found great reſiſtance,to ſweare it,and performe his promiſe, therby to 
auoidall danger. And ſure he loſt no time, but ved great diligence, delaying alſo 
very cunningly Sox of Quingy the ſpace ofeight dayes, during the which de- 
Jay, his brother dicd : further, he knew well the Duke of Burgundy fo yu yto 
——_ elire 
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deſire the reſtitution ofthele two townes aboue named, that hedurſt not flatly 
fill out with him. Wherefore he meantro delay him, and fed him foorth with 
faire words fifteene or twenty daies (as he did accordingly) to ſee inthe meane 
time what would happen. Now thatT haue ſpoken of the King,and ſhewed how 
he was purpoſed to deale with the Duke, it is fit I ſhould alſo declare how the D. 
was minded towards him,and thought to delude him, had not the Duke of Gui- 
ennes death hapned. Simon of Quingy by the Kings requeſt hada commiſhon 
from theD. his Malter, commanding him immediately after the treaty lworne, 
and writings deliuered for the confirmation therof, to go into Britain to inform 
the Duke of Britaine of the conditions of the peace,and inlike manner the Duke 
of Guiennes Ambaſladors relident in Britaine, to the end they might aduertiſe 
their Maſter thereofat Bourdeaux : whereby the King meant co pur the Britons 
into the greater feare, when they [hould ice themſelues abandoned of him that 
was their chiefe anchor hold. 

Now you ſhall vnderſtand that Sim of Quingy had in his company a rider 
ofthe Dukes Eſcuirie called Herry a Pariſian borne, a wile fellow and of good ex- 
perience: who had aletter of credit to the ſaid Simmer written with the D. owne 
hand, but his commiſſion was not to deliuerittillthe ſaid Simons departure from 
the King, and his arrivall ro the Duke of Britaine at Nantes, where his charge 
was to deliuer him the letter and this Meſſage withall. That hee ſhould will the 
Duke of Britaine not to thinke that his Maſter would abandon the Duke of 
Guienneand him, for he would ſuccour them, both with body and goods, and 
that he had concluded this treaty to none other end but roauoyd war,and reco- 
ner the townes of Saint rorw8 and Amiens : which the King in time ofpeace 
contrary to hispromiſe had taken from him. And further to aduertiſe the ſayd 
Duke,that the Duke his Maſter would ſend an honorableambaſlage tothe King 
(fo ſoone as he ſhould be ſeized ofthat he demanded) humbly to beſeech him to 
end his war,and relinquilh his enterpriſe againſt the ſayd two Dukes, and notto 
giue credit to the oath he had ſworne, which he was no more determined to 0b- 
ſcrue, than the King had obſerued the treaty made before Paris called the treaty 
of Conflans : and the treaty which hee had ſwornear Peronne, and long after 
confirmed alſo. Further defiring him to callro remembrance, that hee tooke 
theſe townes againſt his faith and promiſe in time of peace : wherefore he muit 
hold himſelfe contented if he recouered them after the ſame ſort. And as tou- 
ching the Earle of Saint Paul Conſtable of Fraunce, and the Earle of Neuers 
whom theKing had permitted him to vſe at his pleaſure, he would proteſt, that 
notwithſtanding he hated them as he had iuſt cauſe todo : yet would he forgiue 
all their offences, and letthem live in quiet, deſiring the King to grant theſe two 
Dukes the like : and that ic would pleale him to ſuffer all men to live in peace and 
ſafety, in ſuch manner and formeas he had ſworneat Conflans, when they were 
all there aſſembled together : which if he refuſed todoe, he would then ſuccour 
his confederates. And it was determined that the Duke ſhould bee in' campe 
when his ambaſſage ſhould be ſenttothe King. But God diſpoſedotherwiſe of 
theſe purpoſes: for death which departeth all things, and changeth all determi- 
nations, ſet them otherwiſe a worke, as partly you haue vnderſtoodalready, and 
ſhall heereafter perceiue more at large : for the King reſtored not theſe two 
townes,and yet had the Duchy of Guicnne by his brothers death,as reaſon was. 
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Chap. 10. How the Duke of Burgundie ſecipg that be could wot take Beaunais, 
. before the which he had laid his ſiege, went ts Roay. 

=p Y Ow toreturneto the war,you haue heard how certain poore 

Y Ps frankearchers were handled at the taking of Nelle: thence 
\ Wale) the D. departed and went before Roye: within the which 
were 1500. frankearchers and certain men of armesof the 
Arriereban. The Dukes force was nexer ſo great as at that 
preſent. The next day after his arriuall,thele trankearchers 
tearing their liues, lept downe the wals and yeelded them- 
| ſelues : andthe third day the reſt that yet remained within 

rendered both themfelues and the towne by compoſition, leauing behind them 

both horſe and harneſſe, ſaue that euery man of armes brought forth a travelling 

nag. The. left menin the towne and went to Montdidier, which he began to 

raze, meaning vtzerly to deftroy it. and lay it defolate, but becauſe of the good | 
will he perceiued the people of thoſe parts * to beare him, he cauſed it to berepai- > The French 
red,and left a garriſon in it. From thence he departed, meaning to march ſtraight _ GC 
into Norinandie : butas he paſſed hard by Beauuais, the L. of Cordes wholed were places 
his vaward, rode to thetowne, and at his firſt arrivallthe ſuburbs before the Bi- "IO _— 
ſhops palace were taken by a couetous Burgundian, named Maſter James of the inferior 
Montmartin : who had vnder his charge a hundred launces, and 300.archers inrididtion 
of the Dukesordinarieretinue. The Lord of Corders ſcaled therowneon the Jueheldto | 
other (ide,bur he lacked ladders,and thoſe few he had, were too ſhort. He had two countey 
canons which ſhot twiſe at the rowne gate, and brake downea peece thereof: — 
and ifhe had been furniſhed ro haue continued the ſhot, vndoubtedly he had en- nook A 
tred the town, but he was vnprouided, becauſe he came not for any ſuch exploit. 
Athis firſt arriuall none were in thetowne, butthe citizens thqnlelues, and the 
captaine of the towne called Zoyſet of Bailligny, with certain ſoldiers of the Ar- 
riereban, but not ynow to defend the place. Notwithſtanding it pleaſed God mi- 
raculouſly to preſerve it, as he manifeſtly declared. For the Burgundians that 
were with the L. of Cordes fought hand to hand with the French at the breach 
made inthe gate : whereupon the ſaid Cordes ſent word diuers times totheD. of 
Burgundie to make haſte thither, aſſuring him that the towne was his own.' Bur 
in the meane time while the D. was 'vpon the way , one within deuiſed tothrow 
flaming fagots in their faces that were abqutto breake down the gate : whereof 
they threw ſo great plenty , that <he gate andthe porch tooke hrein ſuch ſort, 
thatthe Burgundians were forced to retire till the fire ceaſed. Soon after arriued 
the Duke himſelfe , who in lixe manner held the towne as taken, the fire being 
oncequenched, which was very great, for all theporch was on (ire. And vn- 
doubredly if he had lodgedpart ofhisarmic on the other ſide of the towne to- 


Fs 


wards Paris, no man could haue entred to relecue it. But it pleaſed God he 


ſhould make doubt where none was : for becauſe of a little brooke that was to 
paſſe he made difficultie ſo to doe then, and yetafterward when a great number 
of men wereentred the town he would haue doneit , and was hardly diſſwaded 
from it: notwithſtanding that therby he ſhould then haue endangered his whole 
army. All this happened the eight and twentith of Tune in the yeere 1 4 72. 
The fire aboue mentioned continuedall day , and in the evening ten launces 
onely of the Kings ordinarie retinueentred the towne, as I was afterward infor- 
med : for I ſerued yetthe Duke of Burgundie, but we ſaw them not enter, both 
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bicauſe euery man was bulied in making his lodging: and alſo bicauſe we had no 
force on that fide thetown. By breake ot daythe Dukes battery was bent againſt 
the wals : but ſoomeafter we ſaw 200. men ofarmes enter the rowne : and had ir 
not been for their comming, I thinke the citizens would haue treated of a com- 
polition : which notwithſtanding the D. in this fury would neuer haue granted: 
for he defired torakethe towne by aſlault,and it he had ſo done, vndoubred]! y he 
would have burnt it, which had been great pitty : ſure it was preſerued by mira- 
cle. After theſe men ofarmes wereentred, the Dukes artillery thor continually 
the ſpace of fifteen daies,and the place wasas well beaten as cuer was any, in ſuch 
fort that the breach was ſaultable : but the ditch of the one fide of the burned 
pate ſtood full of water, ſo that we were forced to build a bridge ouer it : but on 
the other ſide we might come hard to the wals without any danger, ſauc of one 
fAlanker which was ſo low that our artillerie could nor bear it. 

It is great dangerand folly to aſſault a towne ſo well defended as this was : for 
| Aanal.Frane, WIERD it was the * Conſtable (as I remember) or lay hard by it, I wot not well 
report thar Whether,the Marſhall /2achin,the Marſhall of Loheac,the Lord of Cruſſol, willi- 
the Conſtable gy of Valleu, Mery of Croy, Sallezarde,Thewenot of Vignoles, being all ancient cap- 
oO 'but £aines, accompanied with an hundred men of armes ofthe Kings ordinarie reti- 
mooued not nue : belidesa great number of footmen and others that were come thither with 
p—_— them. Yetthe Duke contrary to the opinion of his wholearmy, determined to 
cauſeirwas giuetheaſſault. And the night before, as helay on his field bed in his clothes, 
thought he according to his accuſtomed manner , he asked cerrtaine there preſent, whether 
_— they thought the town would abide theaſſault : who i thatthey thoghe 
the Duke, yea, ſeeing they were force ſufficient to defend it: atthe which anſiver he ſcofted, 

faying thatthey ſhould not finde a man there the next day. In the morning by 
breake of day the aſſault was giuen very couragiouſly, and the breach no leſle 
valiantly defended. A great number went thronging on our new made bridge 
in ſuch ſort, thagan ancient knight of Burgundy called Depirs was ſmothered 
there, who was the beſt man that died before the town. On the other ſide of the 
pare certain of out men got vp to thetop of the wall, but ſome of them neuer re- 
turned. They fought hand to hand a great while,8 the aſſault continued fo long, 
that freſh bands wereappointed to ſucceed, the firſt being wearied : but becauſe 
the Duke ſaw his men to labour in vaine, he cauſed them to retire : yet notwith- 
ſtanding they within falied not, for they ſaw company enough ready to receiue 
3Gaxwis ſaith, ther; "At this aſſault were ſlaine fixſcore ſoldiers 3 , and the beſt man that died 
that there there wastheabouenamed Deſpiris. It was thoughtar the firſtthat many more 
"che aaule had been loſt : for aboue a thouſand were hurt. The next night they within ſalied 
of Beauuais forth, but becauſe their number was ſmall, and the moſt of them on horſebacke, 
1500.m- andtherebyencombred with the cords of our tents, they did no great exploit, 
but loſt two orthree gentlemen of their company, and hurt one « named 
Maſter Jame: d'Orſon, a very honeſt gentleman, and maſter of the Dukes Ordi- 
nance, who a few daies after died of the ſaid hurt. | 
*  Seuen oreight daics after this aſlault,the D.would haue diuided his army into 
two bands,and lodged part therof at the gate towardsParis,contrary to all mens 
4 The Duke aduiſe and to all reaſon, con(idering the great number of ſoldiers within the 
lay _ Be- towne. This ſhould have been done at the beginning , bur now it was too late. 
and rwenry WWhereforeſceing no remedie, he raiſed his campein very good order +, hoping 
daics,andle- that they within would iſſue forth to the skirmiſh, which notwithſtanding 
uicd his be2* they did not. From thence he marched into Normandy, becauſe heYad promi- 


ehe 22. of Iuly, 


Meyer, ſed the Duke of Britaine to meete him. But becauſe of the Duke of yo" 
cath, 
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- death, healtered his minde, and fired not out of his countty. The. Dake of 
dir Burgundic came before Eu, which was yeelded'vnto himas was alſo.Saing Va- 
ay | and he burntall this quartereuen hard to Diepe. He tooke likewife Neut- 
ed: chaſtell, and burnt both it and all the countrey of Caux, orthe grexeſbparr;cuen 
hs hard ro Roan gates :- further , he preſented himſelte in perſon beforezhe ſaid 
oy towne of Roan: he loſt many of his forragers, whereby his army was in great 
1! diſtreſſe of vittuals. Inthe end, becauſe winter approched, he departed home- 
ws ward , and his backe was no ſooner turned, | butthe French recovered:ky and 
ied Saint Valery, and tooke priſoners by compolition ſeuen oreight Burgundians 
on that were within them. . | 

_ Chap. 11. How the King made peace with the Duke of Brit ine; apd trace with the Duke 


of Burgundie , and how the Earle of Saint Paule eſcaped jor thas tre 4 con- 
ſptracie that theſe two Princes made againſt him. 4; 


TT Bout this time I came to the Kings feruicein the yeere- £472. 
I +4 who receiued alto the leltelame-yeere ; the'greatelt part of his 
KE=|} brother the D. of Guienhe his ſervants. ble lay chenatPonc 
T1} de See, making war vponthe D. of Britaine : whither.certaine 
ambaſladors came ta him out ofBritain, and from whenceal- 
|| lo be ſenc his ambaſkadors chither. Among the reſt rhat-came 
_ = tohimrto rhe ſaid rowne of Pantde See, were Phi{ip ot Eflars, 
ſeruant to the Duke, and3ill;amof Soutplenuiile feruant tothe þ., of Leſcur, the 
which Leſcut ſceing his Maſter the Dake of Guiennear the padint of death; zooke 
ſeaar Bordeaux and departed into Britaine, fearing to fall umqthe K. hands : he 
embarked intime,and caried away with him the; of Guiennes Conkeflor, 7 and. This Con. 
2rider ofhis ſtable, whowere charged with the:-Qukes death / and remained pri- 112” 19s the 
foners in Britaine many-yeeres after. When theſe runnings egoand fra had indu- John J'An-. 
reda while, the Kingin the end derermined to hauepeace withthe D. ot Britain, pI _ 
and to deale fo I1berally with che Lord of Leſcutthar he wavid'thereby-allwage Nantes in 
the euill will he bare him, and win him to his ſeruice. . Far as he knewthe Duke Deland in 
of Britaines forces, being gouerned by ſo worthy a man, greatly tobe feared : fo ans 
was he aſſured if he could win the-faid Leſcut ro his ſeruzce , that the Britons where he con- 
would labour'tor peace, becauſe he was the only man of widdome and expetience — 
1m the countrey : beſides that ; generally the Britaines delire nothing marethan and died very 
peace with Fraunce : becauſe continually a great \number_ of them haug good franecly. 
entertainment, and bein good eſtimation in this realme,, andnot vaworghily : 
for ſure in times paſt they have done great ſeruice heere,' ! Wherefqrs,imep 
thinkerhe King did very wilely in concluding this treaty, notwithftandingthat 
ſome not conlidering fo deepely thereof as him{clte, 'chonghe arherwile of it 
He had a very good opinion of rhe:Lord of Leſcuv, and knewthergwas no 
0 danger in putting thbfe offices and places: of charge that he did irjgo fishhands, 
becauſe hewasn mart of honor, and:would) neuer curing-theR diuiſonsgbaus, 
he any ——_— the Engliſhmen; ;norconſent thatrhe townesin Normany , -, . 
re die * {hon d be yeelded ro them, buchad- beets the onely ſtay thereof, which ce; wake 
ig | wa the cauſe of all his profermenr,\ When. the 'Kng -bad. well debared chigthat remained 
ig | Mmarrer, hecotnmandeg/Souplenuile ro put in, writing[/all chathis Maſtenrequiny'cucs hands 
Fi zed, a4 wel for the Dake as hinehfeo:which done;the King granted him all his by che treaty 
demarids bidigalel : A penſionef.8600b-franksfor the Duke: for his maſter.2f £57, meme 


h, | theL.ofLeſcut,apenſion of Gooouftinks, the government of Guienne, the ewo'cxp. rg, 
K 2 Seneſchal- 
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Seneſchalſhips of Launes and Bordelois , the captainſhip of one of the caſtels of 
Bordeaux,the caprtain(hip of Blaye,and ofthe two caſtels of Bayonne, of Dax, & 
of Saint Sener, 24000.crownes1n ready money, the Kings order,and the Earle- 
dome of I Allthe which the King granted and agreed vnto, ſaue 
that the Dukes peniion was diminiſhed by the one halfe, and continued but two 
yeeres, - Further, the King gaue the ſaid Souplenaille 6000. crowns (which with 
the other 24. thouſand giuen to his Maſter,were to be paid in fower yeeres.) A 
penlion of 1200. franks, the Mayraltie ot Bayonne,the Bailywick of Montargis, 
and certaine other ſmall offices in Guienne. All the which aboue rehearſed & 
ſtates, his Maſter and heenioyed till the Kings death. Philip d Eſſars likewile was 
made Bailife of Meaux, and lieutenant of the waters aud forreſts throughout the 
realme of Fraunce, and had alſo a penlion granted him of 1200. franks, and 
4000-crownes in ready money : all the which offices and eſtares from that day 
till the King our Maſter his death they quietly enioyed , and the Lord of Com- 
minges continued during his life his truſty and faithfull ſeruanr. 

TheK. hauing pacified all matters in Britain, marched ſtraightroward Picar- 
dy:for he and the D.of Burgundie vſed alwaies when winter approched,to make 
truce for {ix months,or a yeere,and ſometime more. After the which their won- 
ted manner they madetruceat this preſent, which the Chancellor of Burgundie 
with certaine others came to the K.to conclude. There the Kings commilſſio- 
ners read the finall peace made with the Duke of Britaine, whereby the ſaid D, 
renounced the league he was entred into with the Engliſhmen and the Duke of 
Burgundie: whereforethe King required the Duke of Burgundies ambaſſadors 
not to comprehend the Duke of Britaine in the truce as their confederate : wher- 
unto they would not condiſcend,but agreed that the Duke of Britaine ſhould be 


' ar his choiſe to declare himſelfe within the time accuſtomed, either the Kings 


confederate or theirs : alleaging that heretofore alſo the ſaid Duke had abando- 
doned them by writing , yet had not departed from their friend{hip. Further 
adding , thatthough he werea Prince wholy led and governed by others, and 
doing little of himſelfe: yer in the end heeuer yeelded to that which was beſt 
4nd moſt neceſlary for his eſtate. All this was done inthe yeere 1473. 
During this treatie they murmured on both ſides againſtthe Earle of $. Paule 
Conſtable of Fraunce : for the King and thoſe that were neereſt about him had 
conceined maruellous hatred againſt him. Andthe Duke of Burgundic hated 
him worſethan they,as he had iuſt cauſe co do: for I know the reaſons that moo- 
ved them both to beare him ill will. The Duke had not yet forgotten that he was 
the onely occaſion ofthe loſſe of Amiens and Saint Qujntinzand perceived well 
that he nouriſhed this warre between the King and him, For in time of truce he 
ſpake him as faire as was poſible, but ſo ſoone as the war opened, heſhewed him- 
felfe his mortal! foe. Further , the Earle had ſought to conſtraine him by force 
to marry his daughter to the Duke of Guienne, as before you haue heard. Be- 
ſides all this there was yet another grudge : for while the Duke lay before Ami- 
ens, theConſtable madea road into Henault, and among other cruell exploits 
burned the caſtell of Seure, belonging'to a Knight named Maſter Bawdowin of 
Launay : befbrerhe which time they ſed on neither ſide ro fire any place. Butin 
revengethereofthe Duke thislaft ommer burned the country all the way his ar- 
mie paſſed, as before you hane heard. Thus they began ropradtiſe the Conſtables 
deftro&ion : for accompliſhment whereof divers of the Kings men conferred 
with ſich of the Dukes feruants as they knew to be his mortallenimies: for the 
French had him in as great icalouſte as the Duke of Burgundic had, and accuſed 


him 
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himas the only occaſion ofthe war : wheretore all his treaties and praRiſes with 
both parties were ripped 'vp and diſcouered,and they both fought his death. 
Some man may peraduenture aske bereatter, at the King alone were not of 
wer ſufficientto pur him to death : whereuntol ahſwerthar he was not. For 
is landslay iultinche maddeſt berween the King and the Duke: further,he held 
Saint Quintin a great and ftrongrowne in Vermandois , and pf his owne, Han, 
Bohain, and other very ſtrong places neere to the laid Saint Quintin, the which 
he might man ar all times withany nationat his owne plealure. He hadcharge 
ynder the King of fower hundred men of armes well paied, of the which com- 
pany himlſelfe was controller, and tooke the muſter, which was no ſmall profic ro 
him : for his companies were not compleat. Belides all this he had a yeerely pen- 
fion of. 45000. tranks , and of euery tunne of wine that paſſed through his 
country into Flaunders or Henaulc, he receiued a crowne for impolt. He had 
alſo goodly feigniories and poſlethions of his owne inberirance, and great incelli- 
enceas well in Fraunce as in the Dukes dominions, where he had many kinſ- 
lks and allies. . 
 Thetruce between the K. and che D. continued a whole yeere : allche which 
ſpacerthis praiſe endured, and the Kings men addrefled themſelues wholy ro 
the Lord of Hymbercourrt (fo often before named,) who of long time had been 
the Conſtables enimie : beſides thar, their hatred was lately increaſed. For inan 
aſſembly held ar Roye, where the Conſtable and others were commiſkoners for 
the King : and the Chancellor of Burgundy and the L. of Hymbercourt,. wich 
diners others tor the Duke : as they conferred togither of their affaires, the Con- 
ſtable gaue the lye very ſhamefully to the ſaid Hymbercourr, . who anſwered 
chereunto, that he would nor beare this reprochat his hands, were it notin re- 
ſpet ofthe Kings honor, vnder whoſe late condu@ he was comethither as am- 
baſſador, and of the D. his Mafter whoſe perſon he repreſented,and to whom he 
would make report of this iniurie done vnto him. This only villanie and outrage 
{ ſoonedone, coſt the Conſtable both lands and life as hereafter ſhall be decla- 
red moreat large. Wherefore thoſe that are in authoritie, yea and Princesthem-+ 
ſelues ought to take great heed how they iniurie any man by word or deed, and 
xhom they iniuric : for the greater they arc,the greater griete and ſorrow is con- 
cciued of their words, bicauſe they thar are iniuried thinkethatthe great aurho- 
ritie of the perſon that iniurieth them , will cauſe them the morero be marked 
and noted. And if he be their Maſter or Prince theyvrtrerly diſpaire of benefic 
or good turne at his hands : and moſt men ſerue rather for the good they hope 
To haue, than for that they hauealready receiued. | 
But toreturne tothe point, the Kings men prattiſed continually with Hyr- 
bercourr,and likewiſe with the Chancellor, as well bicauſe the-words ſpoken ar 
Royerouched him in part, as alſo bicauſe of the neere friendſhip that was be- 
tween Hymbercourtand him. Ang the matter was fo carncfly preſſed, thatan 
aſſembly was held about it at Bouuinesa towne neere to Namur, whither the 
King ſentthe Lord of Courton gouernor of Lymolin, and Maſter John Heberge 
afterward BiſhopofEureux : and the Duke, the ſaid Chancellor, and Hymber- 
court, being the yecre 1474» 14.) lr a A 
. The Conſtable being informed that they practiſed at Bouuines to his coft, 
ſent with all peed to both the Princes, aduerriling them that he vaderſtood of all 
their doings, and ſo cunningly he wrought, that he perſwaded the King that the 
Duke meantnothing but deceit, onely toallure the faid Conſtable to his friend- 
ſhip : whereupon with all ſpeed the King ſent to his ambaſſadors art Bouuines, 
K 3 commanding 


1474 
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commanding them to conclude nothing againſt the Conſtable for certaine rea- 
ſons he would declare vnto them , but to prolong thetrace according to their 
inſtructions, for a yeere or fix months I wot not wel whether. But when the me(- 
ſenger arriued , he found the treaticalready concluded , and the writings ſcaled 
and deljvercd the night before. Notwithttanding the ambaſſadors had ſo good 
intelligence togither, and were {o great friends each to other, that they delinered 
the writings backeagaine: the contents. whereof were , that the Conſtable for 
the reaſons therein rehearſed, was declared enimie and traitor to both the Prin- 
ces: who promiſed and {wareeach to other, that whether ofthem could firſt lay 
hands on him, ſhould either put him to death within eight daies, or deliuer him 
tothe other to do with him athis pleaſure, It was alſo. therein concluded ; that 
heſhould be proclaimed by found of trumpet enimie to both the Princes, and 
likewiſe all chat ſhould ſerue,helpe,aide,or fauor,him. . Further, the K. promiſed 
to deliuer to the Duke the towne of Saint Quintin, fooften before mentioned, 
and to giue him all the Conſtables treaſure & mooueables that ſhould be found 
in thecealme of Fraunce, with all ſuch ſeigniories and lordſhips as were held of 
the ſaid Duke, and among thereſt Han and Bohain, which are twq very ſtrong 
places. Laſtly, a day was appointed when both the King andthe Duke ſhould 
ſend their forces to beliege him in Han. Notwithſtanding tor the reaſons aboue 
rehearſed, this concluſion was cleane broken off, and a day and place afligned 
where the Conſtable ſhould come to commune with the King vnder ſafe con- 
du& : for he ſtood in doubt ofhis perſon, becauſe of the late treatie held at Bou- 
uines.. The place aſhgned was three leagues from Noyon necreto the towne of 
La Fere, ypona pretty riuer which no man could paſſe, becauſe the Conſtables 
men had taken vpall the bridges. In the faid- place was anarrow cauſey , ouer- 
thwart the abs ſtrong grate was built, whither the Conſtable came firſt , ac» 
companied with all his men of armes, or thegreateft part : for hehad with him 
abouc three hundred gentlemen allmen ofarmes: and himſelfe ware his quirace 
vnder a ſhort gowne vngirt. The King cameaccompanied with the tarleat 
Dampmartin Lord great Maſter of Fraunce, the Conftables mortallenimic,and 
with {ix hundred men of armes and better ; and ſent me before him to make is 
excuſe tothe Conſtable of his long ſtay : and ſoone after arriued himfelfe, and 
communed togicher : at which their communication were preſent fiue or 
fix of the Kings ſeruants, andas many ofthe Conſtables, who excuſed his com- 
ming thither in armes , bicauſfe he ſtood in teare of the Earle of Dampmarrtin as 
he ſaid. To be ſhort, in the end it was agreed that all offences paft ſhould be 
forgiuen and forgotten : and the Conftable paſſed through the grate to our lide 
of the riuer; where the Earle of Dampmartin and he were made friends. That 
night he lodged with the King at Noyon, andthe next morning returned to 
Saint Quintinthroughly reconciled as he ſaid. But when the King had well 
weighed this matter , and heard the murmuring of the people, he accuſed him- 
felte of great folly in going after this ſortro commune with his ſeruant, and fto- 
makednot a little, that he found the grate ſhut between them, conſidering that 
all the Conſtables tnen of armes were his ſubie&s, and paid out of his coffers : 
. Wherefore if his hatred againft the Conſtable were before, ſure this mee» 
ting michincreaſedit : and as touching the Conſtable, his proud Romacke was 
tio whitabated. 
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| Chap. 12. CA diſcourſe very fit far thi place, of the wiſedowe of the King and 
the Conſtable, withgood adwertiſements to ſuch as 
are in credit with Princes. 


gf F a man conſider well this ation of the Kings, be cannot 
but iudgeit to proceede of great wiſedome : for ]am of, 
opinion that the Duke of Burgundie to recouer Saint, 
Quintine would ealily haue pardoned the Conſtable all 
his offences, notwithſtanding any promile madeto the 
King of the contrarie : Further, as touching the Conſta- 
2s ble, though he were a gentleman of great wiſedomeand 
vnderſtanding, yetdid he very vnaduiſedly,and it appea- 
red that God had vtterly bereft him ofall good aduile, in that he came thus dif 
guiſed before the King his Maſter, whoſe ſubie&sall the men of armes were that 
accompanied him : and to ſay thetruth , his very countenance ſhewed himto be 
aſtoniſhed and abaſhed thereat : for when he camein perſon to the place, and 
found the grate [hut betweenethe King and him, he cauſed it foorthwithto bee 
= , and paſſedto our lide of the riuer, where vndoubredly he was in great 
anger. 

This his doing peraduenture himſelfe and his. familiar friends accounted 2 
worthy exploit : ſuppoling the King to ſtand in feare othim, whomallo they re- 
puted a timerous Prince. And true it is that he was ſo at times when there was 
cauſe why : but not alwaies when the world ſo iudged ofhim. For you ſhall vn- 
derſtand, thar the ciuill wars with the Princes of his realme, out of the which he 
had wound himſelfe by large gifts and promiſes, had beaten this leſſon into his 
head, not to put any thing in aduenture ifhecould compaſle his purpoſe by any 
other meanes : which cauſed a namber of men to ſuppoſe all his doings to pro- 
ceede of feare. But divers that vpon this imagination attempted fooliſh enter- 
priſes againſt him, fourid themſelues much deceived , namely, the Earle of Ar- 
mignack and others, whom their fond attempts coſt full deare. For the King 
knew when it was time to feare, and not to feare. Sure this praiſe I dare boldly 
give him ( which thongh happily I haue written before, yer deſerueth againeto 
be ſpoken ) that he was the wiſeſt man in aduerſitie that ever I knew. But to re- 
turne to my diſcourſe ofthe Conſtable, who deſired peraduenture ro hold the 
King in feare, at the leaſt I ſuppoſe fo (for I will not charge him with it, burtwrite 
this onely for an aduertiſement to thoſe that are in Princes ſeruice, and vnder- 
ſand notall alike the affaires ofthis world: )for mine owne part,ifT had a friend, 
I would aduiſe him to endeuor himſelfe that his Maſter might lone him, not 
feare him : for I neuer knew man whoſe authoritie depended of the feare his 
Mafter had of him, that ſped noteuill in the end, and that by his Maſters con- 
ſent. Examples ynow haue been ſcene hereof in our time, or not long before. 
In this realme ofthe Lord of Trimouille and others : In England ofthe Earleof 
Warwicke and his fa&ion. I could name ſome allo in Spaineand in other coun- 
tries. Butthoſe that ſhall read this diſcourſe may peraduenture bee able to lay 
more thereinthan my ſelfe. This their preſumption oftentimes proceedeth of 
their good ſeruice : for they thinke their experience ſo great that they cannot be 


- ſpared, and their deſerts ſuch that their Maſters ought to beareall things attheir 


hands. But Princes on the contrarie {ide both fay and thinke,that men are bound 


to do them ſeruice,anddeſire nothing morethan to be rid of ſuch _—— fel- 
owes. 
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lowes. Touching the which point, Imuſt needes ſpeake ſomewhar of the King 
our Maſter : for once he told me in talking of thoſe that do their Prince great ſer- 
uice (naming withall his author from whom he receiued this opinion)that good 
ſeruice ſometime vndoeth men : and is recompenſcd with great ingratitude,nor 
alwaies by the Maſters forgetfulnes, but many times through the ſeruants owne 
fault: who preſuming vpon their good ſeruice behaue themſclues arrogantly, 
either rowards their Mafters or their fellowes. Further , as touching thoſe that 
come to prefermentin Court, this was his opinion : that he is happier that re 
ceiveth a benefit of the Prince he ſerueth , withour great deſert, whereby hee 
ftanderh bound to his Prince : than he that hath done ſo great ſeruice, thar his 
Prince ſeEmeth indebred to him : adding, that he for his part loued thoſe better 
that were bound to him, than thoſe ro whom he was bound. Thus you ſee how 
hard itisto live in this world in any eftate : wherefore greatly are they bound to 
God, whom he hath induced with vnderftanding how to gouerne themſelues in 
their vocation. This enteruiew betweenethe King and the Conſtable was 1n the 


yeere 1474: 
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Chap. 1. How the Duke of Eurgundie being ſeazed of the Duchie of Guelares, 


[ought to encroch farther <pon the Almaines, and how "_ 
he laied bu. fiege before Nus. rye een 


: , © ., Gaughrer to 
He ſame former ( as I remember) that the King and here Duke 
the Conſtable mer, the Duke of Burguadie went to 2 Bourbon, 
conquer the Duchie of Gueldres, vpon atitle wor- Giler to Phili 
thie of remembrance, to the end we may thereby Puke of Bur. 
conſider the wondetfull iudgements and power of *5,'7. == 
God. There was a young Duke of Gueldres named lay priſon 
Adolph, who maricd his wife (being of the houſe of *** mo 
Bourbon,and ſiſter to Peter Duke of Bourbon * now he miſſetthe 
liuipg) in the Duke of Burgundies Court, for the <uthion: for 
which cauſe he was well fauored there. This Duke _ oy 
Adolph committed an horrible fat : for one cuening he rooke his father named and imety 
Duke 4r»/dpriſoner as he was going to bed, and ſed him five Dutch miles on Conor 
foote bare legged in a maruellous cold night, and laid him in a deepe dungeon 7 be; 
the ſpace of lix moneths ?, where he ſaw no light burthrough alittle hole. VVher- ! The Erench 
fore the Duke of Cleues ( whole ſiſter the 01d Duke being priſoner had tmaried ) jp Mam- 
made ſharpe war vpon this young Duke Adolph. The Duke of Burgundie fought Membourg, 
divers meanes to agree them, butno good could bedone. Wherefore mtheend _ 1323 
the Popeand the Emperor beganro ſtirin this marter & farfoorth ,-rttdt the D. mane or © 
of Burgundie vnder great curſes, was commanded to take the old Dnke out of gouemor: 
Pres he did accordingly : for the young Duke duritnot withſtand him, eras gray 
oth becauſe he ſaw ſo many good men againſt him, and alſo becauſe rage. pedegree of 
at force. Ihaue often ſcene them both rogether in the Nuke 'of Burgundies Tk 
chamber, pleading their cauſe before agrear aſſembly , and onceIfaw the good + Leatt - 
old man preſent the combat to his ſonne. The Duke of Burgundie was very d&- —— 
firous to agree them; and offered the young Duke ( whom te fauored)'the title ran Dike 
of Gouerrior 3 of Guelderland with all the reuenues thereof, faue of ove little whom our * 
towne neereto Brabant called Grave , which ſhould remaine to'thefarher, wich — = 
the reuenues of three thouſand florens, a yeerely penſion'ofas thuch; ant the ti- reporcethis 
tle of Duke, as was but reaſon. 1 withothers wiſer than my ſelfe were appoitited have Ns, 
to makereporr of theſe conditions to rhe youtig Duke, who anſwered vs, thathe 4c Dute 
had rather throw his father headlong into a Well, and himſeffe after, than agree of Burgundie 
to ſuch an appointment, alleaging that his father had beent Duke forty fower $2911 mio 
yeeres, and thar it was now time for him to gouerne. Notwithſtanding hee ſaid prifonedinhis 
that he would willingly agree to give him a yeetely penſion! of chies thoukind Lang” 1 
florehs, with condition that he ſhonld departthe countrey as # baniſhed tnani, Je:9and thas 
neviet to returne : and divers orhet ſuch like lewd ſpeeches he vied. This bapried the Duke of 


at the very fame itiftant, thatthe King wan Amiens from che Duke of Burgup- ry 


V 


die, who was then with theſe two Dukes arDourlans, whence becauſe bfthe war's yrrogng 
he departed in haſtro Hedin, forgetring rhis tnatrer. This young Duke put on is ho 

French appatell 4, and departed with one ontly ruant , to repaitt hothe into ,,q1us bing, 
his coutttey. But as he fertied ouer a water neere to Namur, be paitda gildon and of the * 
for his pc ſage, c— a Prieſt there preſertr tmiſtruſting who j 


commithed thereof wit 


e fhoh[d bee, 1ou"g Dutes 
the ferry tnan, and viewed well the young D. and knew caric hisfoe. 
im. 


- 
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him. There he was taken and led to Namur, where he remained priſoner till the 

Duke of Burgungies death : after the which , the Citizens of Gaunt delivered 

him, and would perforce have conſtrained the Dukes daughter afterward 
= Dutches of Aultrich to marry him. T hey led him alſo with them before Tour- 

c empce- . 4 * : . . . . 

co; ſtirred not Nay, where being weakely accompanied ina certaine skirmith he was miſerably 
2gamſt che {[ajne, in full revenge ot his impiery againſt his father. The father during his 
< or my 6 .. ſonnes impriſonment died : the Duke of Burgundy yerliuing, whom becauſe of 
king by force his ſaid ſonnes ingratitudeand ynnaturalnes he made his heir, by the which title 
theDucty®t rhe Duke at this preſent conquered the ſaid Duchy of Gueldres 5 , where hee 
which was found ſome reſiſtance : but becauſe he was mightie and in truce with the King, 
held of the , heealily ſubdued it, and held it all thedaies of his life, and his ofspring poſleſſeth 
Empire» Þ*- {© yer atthis day, and (o ſhallas long asitpleaſerh God. This as 1 faid ar the be- 
Dukes of , ginning, I haue rehearſed onely to thew, that ſuch cruelty and impietic neuer re- 
Gueliresby mainerh vnpunilhed, 
r eo yeeres TheDukeof Burgundy bing returned into his countrey grew wonderfull 
bad done oo ]oftie and high mined becauſe he had gotten this Dutchie into his clawes, and 
homage fare began to finde great ſweetnes in theſe Dutch enterpriſes , both for that the Em- 


Empacec. 


Duke ſubducd peror was a Prince of an abie minde, enduring all things rather than he would 


Gycldic, fpendany thing : andalſo becauſe withour aide ofthe Princes of the Empire his . 


Myer.» owne force was but ſmall. Wherefore the Duke prolonged the truce with the 


: Ie wasovr King. Some ofthe Kings ſeruants were of opinion, that the King did vnadui- 
ao win- ſedly to prolong thetruce, and ſuffer the Duke to grow as he did. And ſurethey 
the Kingthis had ſome apparance of reaſon to lead them fo to (ay, but becauſe they lacked ex- 
pory 4: perienceand had not ſcene the world abroade, they wiſt not what the matter 
ie began © Meant. But others that vnderſtood the caſe berter than they, and wereableto 
anno 1473+, ſay more therein, becauſe they had travelled thoſe countries, aduiſed the King 
$741... toprolong the truce, and permit the Duke to weare and weary himſelfe againſt 
graues nams 2 Lhrapled of Almaine (the greatnes and force whereof is almoſt incredible ) 
was Rebrrts . © Mieaging that after he had taken one place, or atchiued one enterpriſe, hee 
oF a, tm Id foarthwith attempt another : for one good aduenture could not content 
and he vere, WOUIG I0QTTAW p ; goo cen 
ue Fae. his nature, wherein he was of diſpoſition cleane -contrarie to the King : for the 
tharhey bay Puke the more he was bulied, the more he ſought to bulic himſelfe, Wherefore 
gotten him. they tald the King that he could no way betrer be reuenged of the Duke, than 


Eon” by ſuffering him to run himſelfe our of breath as he did, adviſing him withall 


choſen Har-, Father to ſend him fare ſmall aide, than put him inany doubt of breach of the 
my the + (FFUCE; further alleaging, that it could nor otherwiſe happen but that he muſt of 
SrHzs rg. necellitie ytterly conſyurpe himſelfe againſt the greatnes and: force of Almaine, 
ther to go-, becauſe gbe Princes ofthe Empire would makereſiſtance, were the Emperor ne- 
memes uerſolimplca man: and ſoitcame topaſſe inthe end. | | 
chyrch. Then ; 4 : . : 
the Dukeof There was aquarrell 7 between two pretending title to the Biſhopricke of 
Burgundy,” Couloin : one ot the which was the Lantzgraue of Heſſes brother, and the other 
pat phe the Palzgrave oftheRhene his coſen *. The Duke of Burgundie tooke part with 
bimagaine”” the Palzgrave, and attempted to place him in the ſea of Couloin by force, tru- 
nh I *it; . . 
wo ecel . ſting thereby to ſeaze ſome places of the countrey into his owne hands, andto 
which apper = p< gs * ug" 
reinednorro that end. went and laid his ſiege before Nuz, a towne neere to Couloin : inthe 
him,burto ycere 14744 He had ſo many great enterprilesin his head, thar in the end the 
andthe Ppe; PUrTÞen thereof preſſed him to the ground : for in the ſelfefame ſommer he both 
inthe endchis rravelled with Edward King of En h d to paſſe with his armieinto Fraunce,be- 
fever wit ing ina readines by his ſuteand ſolicitation: and purpoſed alſo to atchicue his 
inpriſon, Enterpriſe in Almaine which was this : Ifhe had taken Nuz , he meant to man 8 
| well, 
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well, and two or three other places aboue Couloin ? whereby the citie of Cou- * Theleague 


| . berweer: 
loin being-/at his commandement *?, he might haue gone vp countermount a- he 


gainſt theriuer of Rheine into the countrey of Ferette which he then held , andſo ue puke 
all the Rhene ſhould haue beene vnder his ſubieRion euen! downe to Holland, ws.that («ic 
wheze it entreth the ſea : vpon the which riuer are more ſtrong townes and caſtels |, <2 : 
than in auy realme chriftened except Fraunce. The truce with the King was pro- (oclongu; 1 
longed for (ix monerbs, which time being now almoſt expired, the King trauelled (Cee! 


Co ulon, ) 


ro pm ſill, ro the end the Duke might doe his pleaſure in Almaine : wheres « 0114 have 


unto che Duke would not agree becaule ot his promiſe tothe Engliſh men. remand io 
the Duke for 


' I would gladly paſſe ouer this ſiege of Nuz, becauſe ir is out of the courſe ofmy j,; . hen 
hiſtoric, for I was not preſent at it : notwithſtanding ſomewhat I am forced to Nuz was be- 


ſpeake thereof, becauſe of divers accidents depending thereupon, The ſaid rown __ = _—_ 
of Nuz was maruellous ſtrong , and within it was the Lantzgraue of Heſle *7, ayer, © V 


with many of his kinsfolkes and friends , to the number of 1800. horſemen as I '* n_ 
haue beene informed ( who valiantly behaued themſelues, ) and of fooremen ſuf- 1;;,, — 


ficient. The Lantzgrauc, as I haue ſaid , was brother to the Biſhop eleed, a- if the Duke 
gainſt him whom the Duke of Burgundie defended, who laid his ſiege before Nuz 220 held has 


: and three or 
inthe yeere 1474+ ienerpletin 


His force was neuer ſo great as then, eſpecially of horſemen : for becauſe hee — 


meant to atrempt ſomewhat in Italy , he had in pay a thouſand Italian mitt of (,,'.1 cou. 


_ armes =_ and bad, vnder the leading of one called che Earle of Campobache a !oinbeingm 


; . jv all fades inui- 
Neapolitan borne of the houſe of Anious faQtion, a dangerous and a traitzrons |; brim 


fellow. In the Dukes campe ſcrued-alſo 1ames Galeot a valiant gentleman of Na- mult peiforce 
les, and divers others, whoſe namesfor breuitie I paſſe ouer. Further, he had in _ beene 
is armic three thouſand Engliſh men excellent good oldiers,and oft his owne ſub- many. _—_ 
ies arwatnellous number well armed, inks la had been trained vp inthe '* This 
wars, beſides great force of goodly peeces of artillerie : all the which preparation — 
he pur in a readines to ioinewith the Engliſh men at their landing, who vied as grandfuber * 
eardiligence in England as they could. Bur itis long before an army canÞte[27-pthar 
ſeuied there, becauſethe King may attempt nowarre before he haue affembled © 
his court of Parlament, being theſame in efferhar the three eſtares in Fraunce, 
which methinke is a very good and a laudable cuſtome. For the King by thar 
meanes is the ſtronger and the berrer ſerued in all enterpriſes bee raketh in hand 
with the conſent of his eſtates, tro whom when they are aſſembled hedeclareth 
his intent, and deſireth aide of his ſubics : forno {| blidic is leuicd in England, 
bur for inuaſion of Fraunce or Scotland , orſuch like enterpriſes ofgreat charge, 
which then the people grant _—_ & liberally, eſpecially co paſſe into France; 
wherefore the Kings of England vic often when money faileth them to leuy an ar- 
mie, and make ſhew as though they would inuade Scorland or Fraunce. Bur af- 
rerthey haue receined money for a yeere, they lieabroad in campe three months, 
and thenrerume home and diſmiſſe theirarmy : which pradtiſe King 'Edward was 
well acquainted with and vſed often. 
It was atthe leaſt a yeere before this Engliſh army could bein a readines, bur 
when it was furniſhed of all things neceſſary, the King of England aduertiſedthe 
Duke of Burgundie thereof, who in the beginning of the ſommer went before 
Nuz, truſting in ſhort ſpace toput his Biſhop in poſſefhon, and toretaine certaine 
places,as Nuz & others in his owne hands,to what purpoſe you haue heard before. 
Ithinke verily that this proceeded of God, who beheld with a pitifull eye this 
realme of Fraunce : which vndoubredly the Duke might ſhrewdly baue ſhaken, 
conſidering that his army was mightie and all of old ſoldiers, accuſtomed by the 
| Pace 
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ſpace of many yeeres to enter and ſpoile this realme without any reſiſtance, ſaue 
onely by detenceofthe lirong townes. True it is that this proceeded of the 
King who worfld hazard nothing, partly for feare of the Dukes force, and partly 
for doubt of rebellion in his realme if he ſhould receiue an ouerthrow : tor hee 
knew himlſelte not to be beloued of all his ſubieRs, eſpecially the nobilitic. And 
(if I may vtter all) he hath eftſoones told me, that hee knew his ſubie&ts well 
ynough, and ſhould finde them rebellious if his affaires happened to hauec hard 
ſucceſſe: wherefore when the Duke of Burgundie entred into the realme,he man- 
ned the townes well by the which he paſled : whereby in ſhort ſpace the Dukes 
army brake it ſelfe, and the King neuer endangered his eſtate : which' vndoub- 
tedly proceeded of great wiſedome. But all this notwithſtanding the Dukes 
force being ſo greatas it was: ifthe King of Englands army had alſo entred in 
the beginning of lommer, (as afſuredly it would, had not the Duke fo obſtinate- 
ly lien before Nuz,) vndoubtedly the realme had ſtood in great danger : for ne- 
uer King of England paſſed at once with fo great force, nor ſo well diſpoſed to 
fight. All the great Lords of England were there none excepted. Their men of 
armes were I 500.atthe leaft ( which was much for the Englith men) all well ap- 
poihtedand well accompanied, and 14000. archers on horſebacke, beſides a 
great number of tootemen that ſerued inthearmie, and in all their campe was 
not one Page. Further, the King of England had in a readines three thouſand 
mento land in Britaine, to ioine there with the Duke of Britaines forces. I ſaw 
my ſelfe two letters written with the Lord of Vrfes owne hands,) then ſeruant 
tothe Duke of Britaine, butafterward Maſter ofthe horſe to King Charles : ) the 
- oneaddreſſed to the King of England, and the other to the Lord Haſtings Lord 
"» TheLord preat Chamberlaine of England **. Thecontents whereofamong diuers other 
Heftings 13 things were, that the Duke of Britaine would do morein Fraunce by intelli- 
Chamber- gence in a moneth, than the King of England and the Duke of Burgundie, (not- 
_— the withſtanding their great forces) in halfea yeere: which wordes Ithinke would 
0" haveprooued true, if the matter had come to execution. But God ( who hath 
alwaies loued chis realme ) diſpoſed ofthele affaires, as hereafter you ſhall heare. 
Theſe lettersaboue mentioned,the King bought of one of the King of Englands 
* Secretaries, for threeſcore markes of lilucr. 


Chap. 2, How the towne of Nuz was [uccoured by the Emperor and the Almaines 
againſt the Duke of Burgundie, and of other enemies that 
the King procured the Duke, 


2 He Duke of Burgundieas you haue heard , was now buſied 
21 8. before Nuz, & found theenterpriſe of more difficultiethan 
> | be ſuppoſed. Thecity of Couloin ſituate vpon theriver of 
ps; ps Rhene, foure leagues aboue Nuz, ſpent monthly * in the 


of Cootor ſj warres 100004. goldegildons for feare of the Duke. And 
—_— Se) Ui Fa) they and certaine other townes aboue them had alrcady pur 
Chepne 6- 'G fifteene or (ixteene thouſand footemen into the fielde, who 


= the encamped on the other ſide of the riuer, diretly ouer againſt the Duke, and 


—— planted great force ofartillerie vpon the banke, thinking thereby to cur off his 


thop. vitualsthat came vp the ſtreame out of Guelderland , and to ſinke the botes by 
canon ſhot. Moreouer, the Emperor and the Princes Eleors of the Empire 
aſſembled togither about this bufines, and concluded to leuican armie : where- 
unto the King ſent divers metengers to ſollicite them, to whom alſo they ſenta 


Chanon of Couloin, ofthe houſe of Bauicre, accompanicd with another am- 
. | baſſador, 
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baſſador, who brought him aroll ofthe armiethe Emperour was reſfoluedro le- 
vie, if he for his part would ioine inthe enterpriſe. It 1s not to be doubred bur 
that chey receiued a good anſwer with promiſe of all they demanded: father, 
che King aſſured by letters as well rhe Emperor as divers Princes and townes, 
rhat {0 ſoon asthe Emperor with hisarmy ſhould be come to Couloin, hewould 
ſend twenty thouſand men to ioine with him, vnder the leading ofthe Lord of 
Cran and Sallezard. Thus this Dutch army prepared to march, being greater 
than is almoſt credible *: for all the Princes of Almaine as well ſpirituallas tem-* The empe- 
porall, all the Bilhops, townes, and commonalties had men there, yea, ſo greater h»dinpiy 
numbers euery oneof them, that ( as] was informed ) the Biſhop af Munſter, g,,,, mm 
who is none of the richeſt Bithops, had in this armie fixe thouſand fooremen, 
fourteene hundred horſemen, and twelue hundred waggons all couered with | 
greene: true it is that bis Biſhopricke lieth neere'to Noz 37 The Emperor was nur his Bi- 
ſeuen moneths in leuying this arniie; which time expired: he cameand encam- flopnckyton 
d within halſea league of the Duke of Burgundie : bygdiuers of whoſemen [ on _—_— 
nk beene aduertiſed, that though the King of Englands armie and the Duke#t'-xc. 
had beene joined both rogether, yer ſhould they not hane beene thetBird part 
ofrhe Emperors, neither in men nor in tents and pauilions.. Belides' the Empe- 
rors force, was alſo this other army aboue mentioned, which lay diretly ouer a- 
gain!t the Dake on the other ſide ofthe riuer,and endamaged greatly his campe, 
and cut off much of his victuals. 3 
When the Emperor and the Princes of the Empire were come before Nuz, 
they ſent to the King a Door of great authoritie with then called Heſeuare, at- 
terwarda Cardinall, who came to follicitethe King to pefImehis promile, and 
ſend the forces whereof he had aflured the Emperor bits, otherwiſe to tell 
him that the Almaines would conclude _ apt + 
The King put him in good hope that he wo. 21+ ſo do, and gaue him apreſent 
of fower hundred crownes, and ſent with him :o the Emperor one called 19hn 
Ticrcelin Lord of Brofle : notwithſtanding the Doftor dep'urted nothing well 
contented, During this ſiege maruellous pratiſes were enrerteined. The King 
trauelled to conclude peace with the D. of Burgundie, at theleafſt ro prolong the 
truce,totheend the Engliſh menfhonld norpaſle the ſeas. The K. of England on 
the other {idelabored tothe vttermoſtof his power to perſwadethe D. to de- 
part from Nuz,and performe his promiſe by aiding him to make war in Fraunce, 
alleaging thatthe ſommer was far ſpent. And the L. Scales a courteous _— 
— to the Conſtable of Fraunce, with divers others, was twiſle ſent ambal- 
ſador, tothe Duke to ſollicite him thereunto : but he was obſtinate. Vyhereby it 
manife(tly appeared, that God had troubled his wits and vnderſtanding : for all 
his lifetime he had labored the Engliſh men to paſſe into France, and now when 
they were ina readines, andall things prepared for the wars as well in Britaine as 
ellewherc, he lay obſtinarely before a place impregnable. With the Emperor 
was a legate ſent from the Pope , who rode daily betweene the two camps to 
treate of peace." T he King of Denmarke came alſo thither , and trauelled to 
pacitiethis controuerſie, being lodgedinalittle towne hard by both thearmies: 
fo that the Duke might haue departed rothe Engliſh men with honorable con- 
ditions Notwithſtanding he would not, but excuſed himſelfe rorhe King of 
England vpon his honor, which he ſaid ſhould be foyled if he levied his liege, 
with divers ſuch like ſlender excuſes. Heere you muſt note, that theſe were nor 
thoſe Engliſh men that in thetime of Duke Philip his farher had made warre ſo 


tong in this Realme, but theſe were younge ſoldiers vtterly vnacquainted with 
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our French affaires. Wherfore the Duke proceeded very fondly if he meant to 
- The vietheir help : for be ſhould the firſt ſommer, haue been continually with chem, 
towncs were leading them from place to place, and inftruting them what was to be done. 


St Fa, While the Duke lay thus obſtinately before Nuz,war aroſe againſt him on two 


Culmar, &c. Or three (ides : for the Nuke of Lorraine, who hirherro had beene in peace with 
penencn him,ſenttodefichim before Nuz, by the Lord of Crans perſwaſion, who to fur- 
ſherownes ther the Kings affaires allured the Duke of Lorraine thereunto, aſſuring him char 


© ſhcrownes TC 


the Swillers jr would turne greatly to his profit. Incontinent the ſaid Duke of Lorraine put 
delired paſe himfelfe into the field, and ſpoiled all the Duchie of Luxembourg, and razed a 


ſapethroug 


weeReadd place there called Picrre-forte, two leagues from Nancy. Further, by the Kings 
_ nderg, procurement and certaine of his ſeruants', a league was made tor ten yeeres be- 
ma tweenethe Swiſſers and certaine townes vpon the river ofRhene + (namely, Ba- 
? Ocherscall {j]], Stasbourg, and others ) which before had been their enemies. Peace was al- 
tum Pager H4- ©, concluded betweene Duke Sjziſmond of Auftrich and the faid Swiſlers, the 
the variance Conditions whereof wes, that Duke Sigi/mond (hould takeagaine the countie of 
—_ be-"">Ferente5, which he had engaged tothe Duke of Burgundie for a 190000. florens, 
meth himby But this 6ne article remained yer in variance berweene Duke. Sigjſmend and 
his ſurname, them : namely{hat the S:yifſers required paſſage through fower rownes of the 
meorherbY countie of Feret&* at their pleaſure : which controuerſie was referred to the 


his ſergnior - p : 
for he was, Kings arbitr , who pronunced ſentence for the Swiſlers. Hereby you 


called Pete : . . . , K 
Cana of MAY Perceiue what enemies the King ſtirred vp covertly againſt the Duke of 


Hapenbach Burgundie. : | 
Others wree Ag the matter wa?Toncluded, fo allo was it execnted: for ina faire moone ſhine 


+ het . night Peter Archamb#M,goucrnor of the countie of Ferette for the Duke of Bur- 


Beicc a town gundie, was taken priſ@hE@;accompanied with eight hundred ſoldiers, who were 
heereroBaWl. 11] Jiſmiſſed ſafe and ſound faue himſelfe alone, whom they led to Baſi!l® and 


. 


ond. thereendited ofUivers extortions and outrages committed in theſaid countie of 
army, Ferette, and intheende ſtrakeoff Wishead, Immediately after his death all the 


id in cis * _= 2 
"axzllche countieof Ferette yeelded toDuke Sigiſmond,, andthe Swiſſers began to maks 
hte” Fvrgundians warre in BurgundlIt; and tdoke Blaſmondaa towne being the Marſhals of Bur- 


loſt 2020. gundie, who was of the houſe of Neuf-chaſtell, and beſieged the caſtell of Heri- 

zer7.n1, Court, belonging allo to the ſaid houſe of Neuf-chaſtell, whither the Burgundi- 

x ans went to leniethe ſiege, bur werediſcomfited 9, and a great number ſlaine. 

| The faid Swiſſers marucllouſly'endamaged the countrey., and then returned 
home for that time. 


Chap. 3. How the King wan from the Duke of Burgandie the caftell of Tronquey, 
R the townes of Montdidier, Roye and Corby, and bow he ſought 
to perſwade the Emperor Fredericke to ſeis pon all 
that the ſaid Duke held of the Empire. 


»3 Bout this timethe truce ended between the K. and the Duke 
») to the Kings great griefe, who gladly woul., haue prolonged, 
it, but ſeeing no remedie, he wentand belieged alittle caltel| 
DJ called Tronquor inthe yeere 1475. inthe very begipning of 
©.) ſommer, the pleaſamteſt time ofthe yeere. The caftell1n ſhort 
y 7») OS ſpace was taken by aſfavlt. The next day the King fentmee 
nw EEVSSD SY to parle with them thatwere within Montdidier, who yeel- 
ded the town,& departed with bag & baggage. Thence 1 went the third day be- 
ing accompanied with the Admirall of France baſtard of Bourbon,to parle with 
them that were within Roye, who in like manner yeelded the place becauſerhey 
were 
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were vtterly in deſpaire of ſuccors, which ſure ifthe Duke had been in the coun- 
ery they would not have done, Notwighſtanding both theletownes were bur- 
ned contrary to our ptomiſe. ThencetheKing departed,and laid his campe be- 
fore Corbie which abodethe liege. Good!y 4pproches were made to the town , 
and the kingsarrillery ber it three Yayes: within it was the Lord of Contay*and r This C:atay 
diuers others,who yeelded the place and departed with bag and baggage: two } — 

dayesafter,this poore town was alſo ſacked and burned as the two former. Then yeq in the 

the King thought to repaire home with hisarmy, truſting to perſuade the Duke _ agunſt 

of Burgundy ro maketruce, conſidering the diltreſſe he was in. But a certaine "© a» » 

Lady whom I know well, yet will not name becauſe ſhe is ſtill liuing,writ him a 

lerter, willing bim to lead his Army into Arras, and into thoſe parts: wherunto 

the King agreed, for ſhee was a woman of honor. commend her not in thus do- 

ing: for he was in no reſpe& bound to the King. The king ſent thither the Lord 

Admirall baſtard of Bourbon with a great band,of men, which burned many 

towns in thoſe quarters,and ſpoiled all the Countrry betweene 4bbeuille and 

Arras: whercupon the Citizens of Arras, who were pufted vp with pride becauſe 

of their long proſperity,compelled the garriſon ofthe towneto iflue forth. Bur 

being too weake to encounter with the Kings forces,tuey were put to flight and 

purſued ſo ſpeedily that many of them were ſlaine and raken, together with all _ 

their captaines, namely, Matter James of $. Paule * rhe Conſtables brother,the _ 

L.of Contay,the L.ot Carency,& diuers others : ſome of the which were neare 3 To 
kinſmen tothe Lady her ſelfe that had cauſed this enterpriſe,fo that ſhe receiued othertuſts- 
great dammaze by the querthrow: but the King for her ſake repaired all in time, OLE 

The King ſent tothe Emperour(as you haue heard) John Tiercelin Lord of © OG 

Brofle, partly to ſollicite him not ro make peace withrthe Duke of Burgundy, & 

partly to make his excuſe for not ſending his forces according to his promile, & 

further to aſſure him,that he would (hortly ſend rhem, and would allo continue 
toſpoileand endammagethe Dukes dominions,as well in the marches of Bur- 

gundie 3,as alſo in Picardie. Laſtly; he made hima new ouerture,which was,that * 
they (hould ſyeare each to other, not to make .peace the one with the other, z For'in the 
and that the Emperour ſhould ſeaze.into his hands all the ſeignories that the D. ao_—_ 
held,;and ought to hold of che Empire. And proclaime them fortaited to him ,D.g-Bour-. 1 
and he would do thelike wthall thoſe that were held ofthe crowneof France, Cn 
namely Flaunders, Attois; Burgundyand the reſt, The Emperour though all his — = 
lifetime he had made ſmall ſhew ofany valor, yet was he wiſe,aud of. great expe- uerthraw,as | 
rience, becauſe ofhisancient yeares:Further, theſe praiſes, betweene ys,, and _— 
him had continued ſolong that he waxed weary of the wars, notwithſtanding ter maketh 
that they coſt him neuer a groat. For all the Princes of Almaine lay thege, ypon Texione: : + 
their owne charge,as their manner is when the watre concerneth the ſtate gt the * ' 7 * 
empire. The Emperoranfwered the Kings ambaſſadors after this ſort: There 
was ſometime neare toa certaine City in Germany a great Beare that much. en- 
damaged the country,three good fellowes ofthe which city being tauera haun- 
ters, cameto a tauerne wherethey were indebted, deliring their hoſt yer.once 
more to gfue them credit,promiſing him within two daies paimment of = whole 
debt : forthey would rakethis Beare-thatdid ſo much harme'in the country , 
whoſe skin was worth agreat ſumofmoney,belides the preſensthat good folks 
would giue them, whereuntd the hoſt agreede : and when they had dined, forth 
they went towards this beaſts caue, neare tothe which when they approached 
they mer with the Bear vnlooked for,& being ſtrucken with ſudden fear fled, one 
got up intoatree, theother fled towards the town, but the third, the Beare oy 

L 2 an 
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and ouerthrew, and foiled vnder her feet, holding her muſſell hard to his carg 
The poor ſoule lay flat vpon the ground,as though he had been dead.Now you 
ſhall vnderſtand, rthar the nature ofa Beareis ſuch, thatwhatſoeuer ſhe holdeth 
in her claws man or beaſt,ſo ſoon as The ſeeth it to leaue ſtirring,ſhe forthwith for 
ſaketh ir, ſuppoſing it to be dead,as alſo this Beare left this poor fellow,not doing 
him any great harme,and returned to her den. Then he ſeeing the danger paſt, a 
roſe and went toward the towne. But his fellow that ſtood inthetree hauing be-" 
| heldallthis pageant, came downe,and ran crying after him to tay, and when be 
had ouertaken him, deſired him to tell him/faithfully what counſell the Beare 
gaue him in hiseare,wherero ſhe held her muſſell ſo long: whereunto his fellow 
' anſwered,that ſhe bad him neuer to ſell the Beares skin till the Beare were ſlaine. 
And with this fable paid the Emperour our King, not giuing his ambaſſadors 
any further anſiver,as thogh he ſhould haue ſaid, come hither according to your 
x This over- Promite, and let vs take this Duke if we can,& then make partition of his goods. 


throwthe 


| nnd Chap. 4. How the Conſtable began tobe bad in ſuſpition againe,as well of 


bon gaue the | 
Burgundians the King, as of the Duke of Burgundy. 
retoa 
lacecalled 
Re Gy, 6 Ou haue heard how Maſter Janes of Saint Paule and others 
| —— were taken priſoners before' Arras. Their captivity wasto 


the Conſtables greac griefe : for the ſaid Malter James was 


me ne 


 battel was FU NV ZE ÞY alouingand kind brother to him. But this was not the 0n- 
Dain che Lord \ J = ly misfortnne that fell vpon him: for at this very inſtante 
ofCouches, © y P i y 
others ſay bur Pg was alſo taken the Eaale ofRouſly his ſonne,gouernor. of 
| — 10 == © 4 Burgundy forthe Duke ?, & likewiſe his wife died, which 
re vere ta. - — ' 
ken priſoncrs wasa vertuous Lady, and ſiſter to the Queene of France, 
the Earle of ſq that for her ſake he had found great friendſhip and fauour in our Court. The 


_———_ praRiſe began againſt him ſtill continued, which as you haue heard was almoſt 
undy,che concluded at the aſſembly held there,about at Bouuines : after the which, the 
— Conſtable ncuer thought himſelfe inafſurance, but miſtruſted both the princes 
Fake of Joig. eſpecially the K.who ſeemed to repent the revoking of his letters there ſealed. 
ny.theBadle * Further,che Earl of Dampmartin & others whom the Conſtable feared as his e+ 
fans Mor" nemies, lay with his men of arms near to S. Quintin®: wherfore he held himſelfe 
Geur de Lon. within the town, and put into it 300.footmen of his owne tenants, having bue 
SY bet 1mallafiancein his men ofarms.Heliued in gfeat trouble,for the king had often 
o/Aureree, - ſentto him to ſollicite him to come forth to do him ſeruiceinthe marches of He- 
Thiebarell nault,and to beliege Auennes at rhedame time that the Admirall with his band 
raeſday the , Went to burne the country of Artaisas = haue heard, which commandemeny 
:0.of Ime, he obeyed with great feare: fprafter he had laien a certaine ſpace before the ſaid 
147028 rowne of Auennes with acontinuall garde abouthis perſon, he retired into his 
men of 5rmes Own places,& ſentthe K.word by one ofhis ſeruants(who did his meſſage to me 
Lombard: by the kings commandement)that he had raiſed his ſiege, becauſe be was cer- 
Merer. Abaur tainly enformed, that there weretwointhe army —_ hired by the king ta 


Meyer. About 
this time allo kill him : wherofalfo he told ſo many apparant tokens, that he ſeemedindeed to 


eve Prnce 9! have ome noticethereof,ſo far forth, that one ofthem was ſuſpeted to have dif 
rkenpriſo-. Cloſed ſomewhavto him,that he ought to have kept ſecret : but 1 will name no 
mo wor da - man, neither ſpeake further therof. The Conſtable ſent ofren to the D. of Bugun» 
of reuolred dies campe, I ſuppoſe to perſwade him to relinquiſh his fooliſh enterpriſe, aduer- 
from theD.ro tiſing the K.alſo vſually at his mens return of fom ſuch news as he thought wold 


= tm like him well, & withal, what was the cauſe of his ſeyding thither, hoping by this 
meanes to 
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toentertaine him with Alire words. Sometimealſo he gaue him to vnderſtand, 

that the D. affaires had good proceeding, thereby to pur him in feare. Further, 

doubting greatly that the King would inuade him, he delired the Duke to ſend 

vnto him his brother Maſter /ames of Saint Paul ( being at Nuz before he was 

raken priſoner) and the Lord of Fiennes, with certaine others of his kinſmen, 
promiling to put them and their bands into Saint Quintins (but without the 

Saint Andrews croſle *) and to keepethe rowne for the Duke, and reſtore it him *The Saint 
ſhortly after : for performance alſo whereof he offered to giue him his faith in — 
writing. The Dukedid as he required, and when the ſaid Makter /ames,the Lord Burgundians 
of Fiennes, and thereſt of the Conſtables kinſemen were twiſe come within a <ogniance, 
Jeagueor two ofthe rownereadie to enter, the Conſtable thinking theſtorme | "_ 
palt, altered his minde, and ſent a countermaunde. This did he thriſe: ſo deſi- with this 
rous was he ſtil to liue in diffimulation, & ſwim as it were between two ſtreames; — 
fearing maruellouſly both theſe Princes. Ofchis matter I haue beene enformed he Conſts- 
by diuers, buteſpecially by Maſter /ames of Saint Paule himſelte, who thus re- Þ!e could 
ported the circumſtance thereof to the King, when he was brought priſoner be-,,. — 
fore him, where no man was preſent but my ſelfe alone. The ſaid Malter ames fed with the 
anſwered frankely and withour diſfimularion toallthe Kings demands, wherby f-o*Fraunce, 
he wan greatly his fauor. Firſt; the King asked him how many men he had with ſoorthnith 
him to enter the towne : whereunto he anſwered that the laſt rime he had three hue beene 
thouſand. Then the King inquired further, if he had entred and had been Ma-?"9<2imed 
ſter of the towne, whether he would haue held it for the King or the Conſtable. 
Whereunto he likewiſe anſwered, that thetwo firſt times hee came but to com- 

fort his brother, bur the laſt ( ſeeing his diſhmularion to his Maſter and him) if 

he had entred and had beene Matter ofthe towne, he would haue held it for his 

Maſter, not offring his brotherany outrage, nor doing any thing to his preiu- 

dice, faue onely that he would not haue departed the rowne at his commande- 

ment. Sooneafter, the King deliuered the laid James of Saint Paul out of priggn, 

and gaue him charge of a goodly company of men ofarmes, and vied his ſerfice 


cill bis death : of which his preferment his wiſe anſweres werethe only cauſe. 


Chap. 5. Howthe Duke of m_ leuied his fiege before Nuz by 
compoſulion, and how the King of England his con- 
federate ſent to defie King Lewis. 


Haue diſcourſed of diuers affaires ſince I began withthe 
ſiege of Nuz, becauſe they all hapned in that time, for the 
ſiege indured a whole yeere. There weretwo cauſes eſpe- 
cially that mooued the Duke to leuie his {tege : onethe 

warrethe King made in Picardy, where hee had burned 

two proper townes, and deſtroied a goodly champaine 
countrey in Artois and Ponthien, The other,the mighty 
armie the King of England leuied at his ſuteand (ollicita- 
tion: whom till —_— could neuer perſwade to paſſe into France,notwithſtan- 
ding that he had labSred him thereuntoall the dates of his life. The faid King of 

England & all his nobles were maruellouſly diſcontented with the D. delaies, & 

beſides intreaties vied threatnings, and not without cauſe, conſidering the greax 

chargesthey had ſuſtained, and all rono prpark the ſommer being now almoſt 
ſpent. The D.gloried much that this Dutch armie _ ſo great thatthelike 
hath not been ſeen in ourage nor many yeeres before : and in the which wereſs 
many Princes, Prelates, and free cities _ togither, was notableto _ his 

3 lege 


114 THE FOVRTH BOOKE OF 


ſiege *. But thisglorie coſt him full deere : for he that hdth theprofit of the war, 
m=_ lan reapethallo the honour thereof. Notwithſtanding the Legateaboue mentioned 
the Empcroc ( who rode continually betweene the two camps ) made peace in the end be- 
would not - eweene the Emperor and the Duke * : and the rowne of Nuz was put into the 
zard abattell ,>. . OT in 

ſaid Legars hands to do therewith according to the determination of the Sea 


neither with 
4::this King Apoſtolike. Now conlider in how greatdiltreſſe the Duke of Burgundy was,be- 
of Hn2g37e, ing onthe one [ide vexed with war by the King, and threatned on the other by 


nor Duke 


charl:s: Quia the King of England his friend, fo that notwithſtanding he knew the towne of 
{% ſcher, Nuzto be brou ghtro ſuch extremitie, that within lefle than fifteene daies fa- 
+ infea MINE would haue conſtrained them to yeeld to his mercy , yea within ten daies 


nefe inf eliaer mn oy . 
Peja eſſe, (as one of the captaines within the rowne, who afterward ſerued the King ad- 
Co harrhe Vertiled me : ) yet for the reaſons abouc alleaged, he was forced to leauc his liege 
Duk: foughe 3 in the yeere 1475. 


wich the Em- Let vs now returneto the King ofEngland, who led bis army to Douer,there 


ror. Meyer. __ . . 
ith, tharin ©O Cmbarke to croſſe the ſeas to Calais. The force that paſſed with him at this 


 askicmiſh che preſent wasthe grearelt that euer came into France, all of them being on horſe- 


; wands we backe in very good order and well armed. All the nobles of the rea!me were 


Marquelle.4'- there, a few excepted : they were 1 509. men of armes very well mounted, and 
ber: of Bran- the moſt of them barded, and richly trapped after the manner ofour warres,and 


denbourg,& op - (ory 
CONE ons accompanied with horſemen oftheir retinue. They were at the leaſt 15000. 


hismen,and archers all mounted,and a great number of footemen and others,as well to pitch 


| their tents, ( whereof they were well furniſhed) as alſo toattend vpon their artil- 


anothertime lerie and encloſe their campe, andin all their armie they had not one Page: be- 
overthrew the {jeg theſethere were three thouſand Engliſhmen appointed to land in Britaine. 


_ 6%. This I haue written before, but rehearſe it here againe, tothe end you may per-_ 
fiftie, tooke cejuethat God was purpoſed to trouble the Duke of Burgundies wits and pre” 


ixecne, 3nd feruethis realme which he hath euer, more fauored than any other: otherwile is 


BiChop hard to It tg@bethought thatthe Duke would ſo obſtinately haue lien before Nuz,a place 


ol —_—— ſo (ffong and fo well defended, ſeeing all his life time till now he could neuer find 


likevriſe ano. The Engliſh men diſpoſed to inuade the realme of Fraunce, and knew them to be 
thertime the ytterly vnacquainted with our French wars till they be trained therein : for if he 
| —____ would gs any good with them, he ſhould neuer haue left them the firſt 
uers,Munſter, formmer, but helped them and taught them to order and leade their battels after 
, ——my_ the manner ofour wars : forthere is no nation ſo ignorantand rude as the En- 
ue a grear Bliſh menar their firſt landing in Fraunce, but in = ſhort ſpace they become 
number of excellent good ſoldiers, hardieand wiſe. But the Duke did cleane contrarie : for 
; tr beſides theſe other his ouerſights, hee madethem loſe the fommer : and as touch- 
all,becauſe the Ing himſelfe, his armie was ſo broken, ſo poore, and in ſocuill order,that he durſt 


Emperor and noe preſent it before them: for heldoſt before Nuz fower thouſand ſoldiers _ 


the Duke con- 


rended whe- PAY : ſome of the which were the beſt men he had 4. Thus you ſee how God di 
therof y poſed him in all points to do contrarie both to that his affaires required, and alſo 
warthom FO thearte of war,wherein himſelfe had beene exerciſed by the ſpace often yeeres 


departfrom __ 
before Nuz, morethan any man lining. | * 


rhcir foormen hen King Edward came to Douer,the D. of Burgundie to further his paſſage 
the Duke flue ſent fine hundred botes of Holland & Zeland called Scuts, which are flat & low, 
1500. built very comodiouſly fortranſporting ofhorſes. But notwithſtanding all this 
I, _ 1475. *% The Emperor departed from Nuz 29. Junij, lex- 

© 


; concluded betweene the Emperor and the Duke 3 A» - CO nn oo 
re the Emperors departure becauſe © nor, wo 


uing the Duke there , who wonld not levie his 
departed alſo the Duke: Ayer. * The Duke loſt before Nuz fifteene thouſand men , Annal. Purgund, wherefore 
Meyer hath ſmall reaſon1o reprooue our author for ſaying , that the Dukes armic was in ſo poore eſtate that he duſt not let the 


Engliſh men ſee it, k 
helpe 
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helpethey had from the Duke, and all the King of England could command 
himlelte , he was aboue three weexesin pathng between Caliceand Dauer, . yeg 
are they but ſcuen leagues diſtant : whereby you may perceiue with how great 
difficuitie a King of England inuadeth France. And if the King our Maitet 
had been as well acquainted with the wars by ſee a5 by land : King Edward had 
neuer paſſed ouer, attheleaſt not that ſommer. But the King vnderſtood them 
not, and thoſe that had charge of them muchlefſe. The King of England as I 
have ſaid, was three weekes in paſſing : one ſhip of Eu tooke two or three of his 
ſmall paſſengers. 

Betore King Edward embarked , he ſent from Douerxo the King one heraulr 
alone called Gytera Norman borne ?, who brought a letter of defiance from the 5 #-! in kis 
King of England in very good language and ſoexcellently well penned,that lam — = 
verily perfwaded it was neuer of Englith mans doing. The contents of the letter outlior for re- 
were, thattheKing ſhould yeeld vnto him therealme of Fraunce being his in- P**"2 a 
heritance, to the end he might reſtore the cleargie and nobilitie ro theirancient ;No,man, 
libercie, eaſe them of the grear charges they ſuſtained, and deliuer them from the {ying char 
miſeries they lived in: which if he refuſed to do, he proteſted what great mil- | Nr- 
chiefes ſhould inſue thereof, in manner and forme asin ſuch caſes is accuſtomed. Kog of ke. 
The King read the letter ſoftly to himſelte, and afterward all alone withdrew — 
himſelfe into a wardrob, and commanded the herault to be brought to his pre- diog 3 bans 
ſence, to whom he made this anſwer : Firſt, that he knew well the King of En-ro: why we 
gland was not paſled rheſeas of his owne diſpoſition, but by the perſwalion of — 
che Duke of Burguridieand the commonaltie of England : ſecondarily, that the ſel contel.. 
ſommer was now almoſt ſpent, and that the Duke of Burgundie returned from A _ King 
Nur, asa man diſcomfited and vrterly vnfurnilhed of allthings: thirdly,as tous gong oe 
ching the Conſtable he knew well (he ſaid) that he had intelligence with the K, a Giſcome, 
of England , becauſe he had maried his neece &, butthat he would deceiue the ——_— 
King his Maſter , as he had deceived him, notwithſtanding all the great benefits of Catice: a 
he had receiued ofhim, which he there rehearſed adding thereunto, that the ſaid vucÞ higher 
Conſtablemeant to liue in continuall difimulation and entertaine every man to — 


make his profit of him: laſt of all, he alleaged to the herault diuers other reaſons tobemna ftr4- 
to perſwade the King his Maſter to peace, and gaue him with his owne hands 5 _ 


three hundred crownes, promiſing him a thouſand more if peace were conclu- s Howv the 
ded : further, openly he gaue him fora preſent a goodly pecce of crimſon veluet Urene - 


of thirty ells. the Conſta. 
The heranlt anſwered, that he would travell the beſt he could for peace, andbls neece, 


thought the King his Maſter would eaſily be woon thereunto, but that no men- {"* Pe&ceree 
tion muſt be made thereof till he were on this ſide the ſea: and then he willed this booke 
the King our Maſter to fend a herault to the Engliſh campe, to demand a ſafe will declare. 
condut for certaine ambaſſadors that he would ſend to the King of England, 
and to addrefle his letters tothe Lord Howard, or the Lord Stanley , and to him- 
ſelfe alſo to helpe to conuay his herault. 

A great number there were without in the hall while the King talked with the 
herault, very deſirous to heare the Kings anſwer, and to ſee his countenance at 
his comming forth. When he had made an end, he called me to him , bidding 
mecontinually to entertaine the herawlt , till ſome were appointed to beate him 
companie, tothe end no man might commune with him : and further togiue 
him a pecce of crimoſin veſyet ofthirtyells, which I did accordingly. Thetithe 
King began to ralke with diuers, reheatſing vnto them the contents of thele let- 


ters of defiance: and ſeuen orcight he calkd apart cauſing the ſaid letters to be 
read, 
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read, and ſhewing a good and afſured countenance void of all feare : for he was 
glad of the comfort the herault had put him in. 


Chap. 6. Of the trouble the Contable was in, and how he ſem letters of credit tothe 
King of England and the Duke of Burgundie , which afier were in part cauſe 
of bis death. ; 


SEES Muſt yet ſpeakea word or two moreheere of the Conſtable, 
2 who was not a little troubled, as well for the lewd touch he 
wp] had plaicd the Duke of Burgundie about the reſtitution of 
Pr Saint Quintins, asalſo becaule he ſaw himlelfe vtterly disfa- 
24 uoured of the King, fo far forth that his principall ſeruants, 
namely the Lords of Genly and Mouy had already relinqui- 
{ſhed him,and were in the Kings ſeruice: notwithſtanding the 
faid de Mowy reſorted Rtill to him ſometime, Further, the King preſſed the Con- 
ſtable earneſtly rocometo him, offering to make him ſuch recompence for the 
countie of Guile as he required , and the King had often promiſed him. The 
Conſtable was willing to goe, ſo that the King would ſweare by the croſſe of S. 
Lou of Angiers to doe him no harme, nor conſent that any other ſhould : allea- 
ging that he might as well ſweare therby now as in times paſt he did to the Lord 
of Leſcut : whereunto the King anſwered, that he would neuer giue that oath to 
» The King ANY man *, but any other he would norrefuſeto ſiveare. You may ealily gheſſe 
would not how much both the King andthe Conſtable were troubled : for that no day ef- 
_ we caped for 2 certaine ſpace but one or other paſſed betwee them about this oath. 
Lenof Angi- Wherefore if we will weigh oureſtate,mans lifeis very miſery : for we toyle and 
ers, becauſe trauell our ſclues to ſhorten our owne daies, ſaying and writing a number of 
=_ 6 19% things cleane contrary to our thought. To conclude, if theſe two were troubled 
croſſe and onthe one (ide, I warrant you the King of England and the Duke of Burgundie 
—_—_ _ were no lefle troubled on the other. 
ſerably witun Atonetime in a manner,both the King of England landed at Calais * and the 
a yeere after. Nuke of Burgundie departed from before Nuz, who in great haſte rode ſtraight 
Aro ws to Calais to the ſaid King with a very ſmall traine : for he had ſent his army in 
ded ax Calice ſich poore eſtate, as you haue heard,to ſpoile the countrey of Barrois and Lor- 
the 4. of July. raine,to the end they might there make merry and refreſh themſelues : which he 
hat did, becauſe the Duke of Lorraine had begun war vpon him, and defied him be- 
» fore Nuz. Butthis ſending of his forces into Loraine, among diuers other his 
ouerlights in his aRXions with the Engliſhmen was not theleaft: for they thought 
at their landing to haue found him with 2 500. men ofarmes well appointed,and 
great force of other horſemen and footmen (for ſo he had promiſed , thereby to 
allurethem to paſſe the ſeas :) and further, that he would haue made warrein 
Fraunce three months before their arriuall,cothe end they might finde the King 
the wearicrand the weaker : but God (as you haue heard) diſpoſed otherwiſe of 
this matter. The King of England departed from Calais in company of the 
Duke of Burgundie, and paſſed through Boloine, and from thence to Peronne, 
where the Duke gauethe Engliſhmen bur coldentertainment: for he cauſed the 
gates to be —— garded, and would (uffer but few to enter, ſorthat the grea- 
teſt part of them lodged in the fields,as they _ well doe: for they were well 
prouided ofall things neceſlary for that purpoſe. | 
After they were come to Peronne, the Conftableſent tothe D. of Burgundie 
one of his ſcruants called Zews of Creuille, by whom heexcuſed himlſelte : vs 
withhol- 
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witholdiog gf Saint Quintins,alleaging that if he had reſtored it, he could haue 
ſoot him in ho fiead in the Realme pf France? for he lhould vererly knueloſt 
his ctedit and intelligence chere, but now ſeeing th6 King of Englant was come 
oner in perſon, he promiſed to doe hereatter all that the DukEſhouuld command 
him,wherof he better toaſſure him, he ſent him a letter of credir direed tothe 
K.,ofEngldtid, but xeferring the martet of credit t6the declaration of che Duke. 

utther he gate cheDuke his faith it writing,to ſerite & ſiccour him, his friends 
and confedetates,as weltthe King of England as others, againſtall men none ex- 
cepted. The D.delivered tlie K. of England his letter, and withall the matter of 
credit, adding ſorhewhac rherero of hrs owrie deviſe ; for he aſſured the King thar 
the Conſtab!e would deliner intro his hands bort- Saint Quiarus and all bis other 

laces,which the King edlily belecned, partly becauſe he tad married the Con- 

ables neece, and partly; becaaſe he faw him m'ſo/great feare ofthe king our Ma- 
fter, that he thought he darſt not faile of his promiſe madero the Duke and him, 
and the Duke beleeued it alſo. But the Conftable meant nothing leſle; for the 
feare he ſtood in of the King our Mafter was not ſo grear thatit could force him 
fo far. But he vſed ſtill his wonted diffimalation, hoping by theſe faire meſlages 
to content them, and thew chem dy 4 we reaſons of his doings, thar they 
would not as yet conſtrain him rodeclare himſelfe. Now you thall vderſtand 
that K.Edwardand his nien were'nothing acquainted with our affaires, bir went 
bluntly'to worke, ſo thatthey could nor as yer fimell out thecunning vied heere 
on this [ide the Sea : for naturally, the Engliſhmen rhat neuer crauclled abroad 
are very cholericke,as art alſdall people of eold countries 3, The Realm of France * The reafon 
as you ſceis ſituate between both: tor iris inuironed wich Italy, Spaine, and Ca- '* Proves 
talonia towards the Eaſt 4, and with England, Flanders, an Holland rowards — pm 
the weſt f, and all alohg, the councry of Champaign, Almaine bordereth vypon «a corum cer. 
ic: ſo that our couritrey taketh part bbch of hear and cold, wherfore the French f7% 12ebes 
are oftwo complexion$: but in mine opinion I never ſaw countrey in my life ene «feds, 
better ſeated then the Realme of France. | O_ oy 
© The Kingof Englatid, who reioyced maruelloufly at this meſſage ſent by the .,;.m anger 
Conſtib þ focrws: gh happily he had received ſomeſach promite before, bur norje «»uperi- 
ſolarge) devarted from Perontie with the Duke of Burgundy. ( had nor men 
force there, for hisaritiy was in Barrois and Lorraine)cowa Sine Fin he meancth 
whezeunto when they approched,a great band of Englithmen ran $Vhiigys *26c00,20 8 
king (as T heard it reported a few daies after) charthe'bels ſhould haverung at 33, he 8aſ 
their comming.and that the cirizens would hane received thent with crolle and — 
holy water. But wheti they drew nearethe rowne, the artillery ſhot, andthe; (cas. 
fouldiers ifſied forth'to rhe skirmilh, borh on horſeback and foot, ſorhattwo or 
three & hems were ſlaine,and ſbme raken.Furtherir rained rertibly, and 
in this eſtate returned they in great rage totheir campe, murmuringagainſtthe 
Conſtable,and calling him traitor. Ay es ; | 

Thenext morning the D.of Rurgasd y would haue taken his leave ofthe K.of 
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N the meane time, cuenat the very infant that theD. of 
Ra nt taking his leaue, the Engliſh men tgoks 
priſoner a gentlemans, ſeruant of the Kinges houſe, named 
James of Graſſe, whom forthwith they led to the King of 
England,and the D.being together,and from them into a 
AY! rent : where when they had examined him, the!D. todk 
CENEIEIDY, his leaue to goeinro Brabant, and from thence to Maziers, 
CALMEESSESES here bart.of his army lay. The King of England com- 
mandcd the ſaid ſeruant ro be diſmiſſed, becauſe he was their firſt priſoner. And, 
at his departure the Lord Howardand the Lord Stanley gaue hima noble ſaying: 
Do our humble commendationsto the K.., your maſter if you can come to his 
preſence, The fellow came in great haſte tothe King being at Compeigne with 
theſe newes, who forthwith beganne toſuſpeRXhimas a ſpie, becauſe Gilbert of 
Graſfle his Maſters brother, was then very well entertained inthe D.of Britaines 
court,wherefore he was committed to warde,& ſtraightly kept that night. Not- 
withſtanding the K.commandeddiuers to commune with him, by whoſe report 
his rale ſeemed voide of all ſuſpition and feare. Wherefore they deſired the K.to 
vouchlafe to heare him, aud according to their requeſt the riext morning him- 
ſelfe ſpake with him, and when he had heard him, his irons we1e knocked off, but 
hererained ſtill in ward. Thenthe K went to dinner, debating with bimſelfe 
whether he ſhould ſend to the Engliſh men or not. And beforc he fate downe 
ralked three or foure words thereof with me, For you know (my Lord of Vi- 
,enna)that oftentimes he communed very familiarly with. thoſe that were neere 
about him,as I was then and others after, and loved to talke in a mans eare:hee 
called then to mindethe herault of Englandsaduiſe, which was, that he ſhould 
notfaile to ſend to the K. of Englands fo ſopneas he was landed,to demandafa 
cone S: certaine ambaſſadors tharbe ould ſend to him : and further,to ad; 
dreile kMeraulrro theaboue named L. Howard and the L,. Stanley. AﬀtertheK, 
was (ct | 
ſeemed firangeto thoſe thatknew him not ; forvnleſſe a man had beene well ac- 
quainted with his. behauiour, be would have iudged him. of no great wiſdome; 
notwithſtanding that his doings ſufficiently declared the contrary) he bade me 
in, minecqretoariſeand dingin my rap: 2 ſend fox. a certaine leruant ofthe 
Lord of Halles, ſon to Merichon of Rochell, and tg commune with him, to know 
whether he durſt aduenture to go tothe K,otfEnglands.campe ina heralts core : 
which his commandementI executed forthwith, maruelling much when I faw 
the faid ſeruant : for he ſeemgd:ro-me neither of perſonage nor behaviour fit for 
ſuch an enterpriſe : notwithſtanding hee hada good witteanda very pleaſant 
tongue, as I afterward perceiued :the King had never ſpoken with him before 
but once. The ſaid feruant was maruellouſly aſtoniſhed with my meſſage, and 
felldowne before me on his knees, as one accounting himſelfe a dead man, but T 
comfortedand confirmed him the beſt I could, promiſing himan officein thelle 
ofRe,and aſummeofmoney,and to chere him the better, toldghim'rhat this 
proceed ofthe Engliſhmen themſelues. Then I made himdine with me,none 
cing priſent bug wetio,apg one of my ſeruants,and by littleand little peri, 


inner, and had muſed a while, s7pu know his manner was ( which 
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ded him to do as he was required. After I had beenatdinnera while, the King 
ſent for me, ang [told him how I had wrough wich this good fellow, naming di- 
uers others, who in mine opinion ſeemed hicter for this purpoſe than he, bur the 
King would none bur him. Wherefore be came and talked with bim himſelte, 
and confirmed him more with one word,than I had with an hundred. None en- 
ered intothe chambgr with the K. faue onely the Lord of Villiers,then Maſter of 
the horſe, and now bailife of Caen. When the King perceiued this good fellow 
to be wellperſwaded to go : he fentthe ſaid Maſter ot the horſe to fetctia trum- 
bannet, thereof to make this counterfer heraulra cortarmour: fot the King 
becauſe he was not pompous as other Princesare, had nfither herault nor trum- 
peter with him. Thusthe Maſter of the Horſe and one ofmy men made his core 
armour as- well as they could : which being finiſhed , the aid Mattet. of the 
Horſe fetched a (curchin of a little heraule of rhe Lord Admiralls called Flein- 
chemin,which was faſtened to our counterter heraulr : his boores alſo and his cloke 
were brought priuily to him,and likewiſe his horſe: whereupon he monnted no 
man vnderſtanding anything of his journey. Further, agoodly budget was ti- 
ed ro his ſaddle bow,into the which he pur bis corearmotr. Thus being well in- 
ſtructed what to ſay, he rode ſtraightro the Engliſh campe : where when he arri- 
ued with his cote armour on his backe,he was ſtaied inconrinent,and brought co 
che King of Englands pauillion. Where being 'demanded the cauſe of his com- 
ming , he ſaid that he came from the King to ſpeake with the King of England, 
and had commandement to addreſſe himſelfe to the Lord Howardand the Lord 
Stanley, wherupon they led him intoa tent to dinner,and made him good cheers; - 
AfﬀertheK. gland was riſen from the table (for he was at dinner when tHe 
beraulc arrived) the ſaid herault was brought before him ,'and the K. gaue hit 
audience, His meſſage was chiefly grounded vpon the great deſire the K. had 
oflong rimeto bein perfe& amitie with the K. of England, to theend hoth the 
realmes might live together in peace and quietneſſe+: adding further, that ſince 


the time he was firftcrowned K. of Fraunce, he neuerhadatremp! thing _ 
againſt rhe K. of England or his Realme * : TIER miſelfe for *_ King Lewis 
receiuing intimes paſt the Earle of Warwicke into his dominions,ſaying,that he cha bined 


did it only againſtthe D. of Burgundie and not againſt him. - Further;he decla» this ume be 
red vnto bin that the ſaid D. of Burgundie had for none other cauſe called him 24 tempicd 
into Fraunce, but that by the occaſion of his comming he might conclude a bet- Queene 3.r- 
ter peace for himſelfe with the King. Andif happily any others were furtherers $57 4"n6her 
thereof, it was only to amend the broken ſtate oftheir owneaffaires,and for their þ tour wg 
owne priuate commoditie : but as touching the K. of Englands good ſucceſle; 

they were altogether careleſſe thereof : he put him alſo in minde of the time of 

the yeere, alleagingrhat winter approched, and likewiſe of the great charges he 

ſuſtained ; Laſtly he ſaid, that notwithſtanding a'greatnumber in England , as 

well gentlemen as merchants deſired war with Fraunce = if the K. of England 

would incline to peace, the K. for his part would condiſcend to ſuch conditions, 

as hedoubred not but he and his realme would allow of: ſaftly, to the end hee 

might the berter be informed of all theſe matters, he ſaid : that if the King of 

England would grant a ſafe condu& for an hundred horſe, the King his Matter 

would ſend ambaſſadors to him well informed of their Maſters pleaſure, or ifthe 

fid King of England ſhould like better roaſhgne the place oftreatie in ſome vil- 

lage betweene both the armies, and to ſend commithoners rthicher on both 

ſides,the King his Maſter would willingly agree thereunto : and ſend thelike fate 


condut for his part. 
The 
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The King of England and part of his nobles =: 135% ./ ur yum youll well, 
and granted our heraultas largea fate condu@ is he demanded, and gaue him 
» H«l repor- fower nobles of gold * in reward. Further, an Engliſh-herault was ſent backs 
eeth, that the _ - , . . . X : 
French he- With him to the King,to bringthelike ſafe conduQ from:him as the King of En- 
raulc bad gi- gland'had granted. And the nextmorning in a village. neere to, Amiens the 
uen him 2 83 Commitlioners of both Princes met , beingthefe : fortheFing, the baſtard of 
hundred an> Bourbon Admirallof Fraunce;the Lord of Saint Pierre,/and the Biſhop of Eu- 
gels. _ , reuxcalled Heberge : and for the King of England, the Lard Howard; one called 
fre our  Chalenger 3, anda Do&tor named Merton, at this preſent Chancellotrof England 
chronicles and Archbilbopof Canterbury. ; , :19 12, | 
"name 5ent-  Somemay thinke peraduenture that the King humbled himſelferoo much, 
ny but thoſe thar be wiſe Yyill eaſily perceiue by that I haue aboue rehearſed, in how 
greatdangerthe realme ſtood , had not God put to his helping hang, as well in 
cauſingthe King tozake this wiſe courſe , asalſo by troybling the Nuke of Bur- 
gundies wits, who commitred ſo many errors as you hauc heard inthisaQion, 
and loſtnow through his owne folly that which {o long he hadwwiſhed for and 
deſired. Many ſecretpraiſes lay hiddenat that time among our ſelues, as well 
in Britaine as<|ſewhere, which would ſoone haue brokenforth into great incon- 
ueniences,had-notthis peace been ſpeedily concluded.. Wherefore I aſſure my 
ſelfe by chat I haueſcen in my.time, that God had then, ang yet hathaſpeciall re- 


gard of this realme. | 


Chap. 8. How truce for nine yeeres was treated of between the Kings of Fraunce and 
Engzland , notwithſtanding all the lets and impediments that the Conjtable and 


© the Duke of Burguniie made, 
INT HeCommiſſioners of both the Princes met (as you haue heard) 
| | £252) the next day after our heraults returne, for we lay.within fower 
a a—ey GE EINE _—_ or leſſe together. The aiqherault was, well cheered,and 
wagi J,< bad his officeinthelle of Re where he was borne, andthe ſum 


guagirita milia {rw ME 
— ard eo P S727 of money that-was promiſed him, Many conditions of peace 
dance Saptnam" : weretreated of between qur Commiſſioners. The Engliſhmen 
zin«gquinque after their wonted manner, firſt demanded the Crowne;at the leaſt Normandie 
mv "44prei14s and Guienne, burthey wereno more earneſtly demanded, than ſtoutly denied. 


ya Edwards Notwithſtandingeven at this firſt meeting thetreatie was brought to a reaſona+ 


© Calleris Reg. ble point :: for both the parties defired peace : whereupon our ambaſſadors rex 
159" turned tothe King, andthe orhers to their campe. TheKing heard the Engliſh 


ſay 65000, 


Our chroni- mensdemands and laſt reſolutions, which were theſe : That he ſhould pay to the 
_ tags King of England preſently-before his departure out of Fraunce 52600.crowns*, 
Bur the rruce Thar the Kingthat now is, then Das/pbin, ſhould marry King Edwardseldeſt 
faich G-z5'» daughterat this day Queene of England and that ſhe ſhould have the Duchie of 
14 bus forte. Guienhie for her maintenance, or 50000. crownes yeerely to'be paid in the 
ucn yeeres, Tower of London bythe ſpace of nine yeeres : which terme expired, the King 
T"rr-d" 9" that now is and his wife ſhould peceably enioy the revenues of the whole Du- 
{ah 60000. Chie of Guienne, and then the King our Maſter to be clearely diſcharged of all 
croones the payments to the King of England Diuers ocher trifling articles there were, 
Pooeſe.  couching matter ofentercourſe, which Touerpaſſe. Laſtly, this truce was toen- 
cond booke dnre nine yeeres betweenthe two realmes : all the confederates of both partics 
<z.r he lame Leing comprehended therein, and namely onthe King of Englands behalfe, the 


but 36000. Dukes of Burgandie and Britaine if themſclues would, Further, the King of 
England 
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England made a maruellous ſtrange offer, which was, toname'in mricing certaine 
noble men,who he ſaid were traitors to the K. and his cromne.: The King reioyced 
warucllouſly arthereport that his Commiſſioners made at theirreturne, and far 
in 'Counſcl about theſe ouertures of peace : where among others my ſelfe was 

eſent. Some ſuppoſed all chis treatie to be meeredeceir 2nd cunning of the En- 


| gliſh men, but the King was of a contrary opinion :for he alleaged firſt cherime of 


rhe ycere, ſaying, that winter now approched, and thar they had nor one placeto 
lodge in : ſecondarily, he declared the euill turnes the Duke of Burgundie had 
donerhagp, who was allo departed fromthem. And as rouchiog the Conſtable 
he did inmanner aſſure hiraſelfe, rhax he would purno places into their hands, be- 
cauſc he fenrhowerly trohim ro entextaine him, to afſwage his malice,and to keep 
bim from doing harme-; laſtly , hee 4lleaged- the King of Englands diſpoſition, 
whom he knew well ro: bee 2 Prince wholy given to his pleaſures and delights; 
Whereforehe ſceemedto diſcourſe wiſelicr thats any man of the company, and 
better ro-vndarſtand than any other the marterstheredebared. Heconcluded 
thetefore with all ſpeed topay this ſumme of money, ang deuiſed orderhow ro le- 
uicir,and inthe end commanded that cuery.mandhonld lend apgrtion thelogner 
ro furniſh'it - for-the:Kihgearcd not,whar be difli6 rid theKing of England out 
of his Realme., ſave only that he would in nowiſe conſents. > pug any places.into 
che Engliſkmens hands, f for rather tben he woultuſter tharzhe was twlly derers 
mined tohazard all. 

''The.Canſtable wha! began to ſmell theſe orithiſes; Z was Gickenwith ſudden 
fears; bicauſe he had offended-alltherbree Princes. Furtber,hedoubred much the - 
reatic maſt concluged2gaibſt himavBouuines,: VVherforg beſengottcn to the 
K,andcucn atchispreſant deed 41the:Court dne'ot his gemtletnen named Lewy 
of Creuilte vith one of his;Secrerarievcalled /dbn)Ritber,whoes both yer lining, 
They dalntered their gitflage tpthh-Lord of Bouchage.addimie betore.they ſpaki 
with the King, as his!plealucewas dicytbould; /Theacwcy they droughe liked "he 
King well;hccauſt he doadrto vicehets ro-goodpurpole —_— are: The 
Lord-of 'Cantay (({ettiantrothe bc ob Burgundis) latelpraken priſoner 
Anas; awyou bauchctud; wentoxtadd frovponhis wbrdbompatarbe Dyke, al 
the King : <4 que the King had promiſed to releate binthis tanſomgand ta giuahin a 


great furne of if hexcoutdferiwadetigMaſtet rajpedgn By chaggrhe 
S——_ ro:the K very art anr\aorn theterwo (ernants.of the Gonftables 
atrinkd.. Wharefingchtingimack bow and anzoandiinla areas: ©ld pred nt 
his chamber; tache eadhe aughrhcarcand make reflocreobes Maſters phthelan- 
guagetheCoofbable and hisſerriamwelcd MI one nr 
King {ate:Howne: arr 21forme; hand iryichepreſtegoed thdendivartdhiebe bees 
heare: Zewibof Crovilldgand: his\companions mciagd,rhobebanchus Chat 
of. labe beirig bythtirhdadbers .theDuke bt Burgundiem 
priſivatie hiar to depart#rbin rhiEvglift mes. friend bij: ahcy; ounghimin 
fuch a-rago-againſt rhe! :3:tharabey had o&-him nog 
onely.r6. 3bapddnths Ex chai y bur aVorahelpe dodpaileand delſirgy them 
icheirieemtic Home: Andin vitbridg thee words {chetbertet roplenle the King) 
the dailliLenue off Gronilleridoungeriatring the Duke of Burgundics geſture by 
Sg vpon the: andfwtzrng Saint George, rehbaried many reproch- 

falb petches/rhaz; a they ſaid) rhe Duke vſcdof theKingof England; To be 
ſhort; thoywrcered asmanyſcoffs andahocks: of the' Nike as was poſhble, .. The 
Kiigmidegroar ſpore with this matter) and! bat the faid-Lewis of Creuille.ro 


yo alowd;:famning himſcifc ro-be:growenſomewhar deate,, and to ellis 
ws M this 


2 The King 
calle:h the 


Conſtable 


brother, be- 


cauſe the 
King ane he 
had marricd 


two liſters,as 


our author 


maketh men- 


tion in this 


booke cap. 4+ 
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this tale againe : which the other making no bones thereat,did with a good will, 
Theſaid Contay ( who ſtood with me inthe preſſe) was maruelloutty attoni- 
ſhed ar this ralke, neither would have belecued it vnleſſe himſelfe had heard it. 
The Conſtables mens concluſion was this : They counſelled the King, for auoi- 
ding of all theſe greatYangers he ſaw hang ouer his head,to concludea truce (for 
the which the ſaid Conſtable offered to trauell to the vttermoſt of his power : ) 
and to put into the Engliſh mens hands (the better to coritentthem) ſome ſmall 
towne or twoto lodge them in this winter, ſaying, that were they neuer ſo bad, 
yet the Engliſh men would hold themſelues contented with them. - Ajnd it ſee- 
med by their talke, though they named no place, that they ment Eu and S. Va- 
lery:; By this meanes the Conttabletruſted ro recouer the King of Englands fa- 
wor, Which he bad loſt becanſe of the refufall made him of his places, Butthe 
King who thoughr it ſufficient ro have plaied his part by bringing the Lord of 
Contay to heate what language the Conſtable and his men vſtd of the Ouke his 
Mafter, ganethem no euill anſwer, but faid that he would ſend to his brother 2, 
ro aduertiſe him of fuch newesas he knew,and fo licenced them to depart. Not- 
withſtanding, otic ofthem before his departure ſyare ro reueale vnto him what- 
ſoeuer he could learne touching him or his eſtate. The'King had much adoo to 
diflemble any longer when he heard chetmconn(ell him ro put rownes into the 
Engliſh mens hands. Notwithſtanding he gaue them no fach anfwer, whereby 
they might gather their counſell ro be taken in very euill part (becauſe he feared, 
that would the more increaſe'the Conſtables malice: bur ſent ode bicke with 
them to their Maſter : it was nottar berween himand vs, for a man:mightgoand 
come in very ſhort ſpace. When the others were depatted, the Lord of Contay 
and Icameout of the preſſe : the King laughed marvellouſty;and was very mer- 
ry witt this pageant, But the ſaid Contaywasfofar ovt'ofparience vo heare ſuch 
petitcomipanions thus float and (coffe his Maſter (eſpecially the Conſtable) pre- 
tendihg [© great friendſhip rohis Maſter, and treating with-him of foniiny mar- 
ters) tithe thouphreuery hower cen iillhe'were on horſebdcke roadutrriſe the 
Preis Maſter thereof. Wherefore he was diſpatched with all ſpecd,and wrote 
isi fro Rtions inielfe : he aatied allo with /bim alenctofcredity wriven mith 
ArcKiAgrownehand,and ſodeparted. 03 balittun bed gator} ini s mh 
2THk FPoaee with<the- Englith' met wabalreddy.concluded as aboue ms mentio- 
ned &ulbrheſe praiſes wereentertainedin'oneinfanr.[/Fhe K. Commiſkoners 
tadmadereporroftheirnegotiationas you haue beard, aud the K! of Englands 
wer@fl$ tetrurhed.ro him. Further; it wasconcluded atid agreed on bothiGides 
by theambuiſdors that paſſed berweeh them;that rhe two Printes ſhould meet 
fogither; ahUaftervtiey bad foenoncanothet and ſornetbetrcatie, the King of 
Enplan4{hould rerutne. bonieanco his country, having firft received the ſumme 
$o#ementioned of 52000. crownes, and kauingin hiftzpe bthidd him, til hee 
Weftpiſied the fens,the L.,Howardjand'tlic Mater ofhis horſe called fit #hn Cheis 
#1 Taltly, a penfidn bf i 6000:crownes wm promiſed to be diuidedamong the 
K. of Briglands principall ſerndnes, df che which funyrche Lord Haftheshad two 
thoultyd.. Thereſthad the L;'Howartche-Maſter ofthe horſe, MafterCbalanger, 
Maſter Morumwerizand others : befides thus, greac ſuniimes of money and good- 
ly preſents of filueyplatewere giuento King Edierdsfernants.!; ng 21 1 
' The D.of Burgundy hearing theſe neives; came in great haſtefrod Luxetn- 
bourg where he4ay ; ro the King of England, accompanied bnely with ſixteen 
horſe. The King being much aſtoniſhed at: this his foſuddenarrindll ; asked 
him what windedraue him thither , perceiving by his countenantethat - was 
| diſplea- 
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difpleaſed. The Duke anſwered that he was come totalke with him, The King 
demanded whether he would ſpeake with him privately orpublikely. Then aid 
the Duke , haue you concluded peace? I haue yo the King madetruce for 
nine yeeres, wherein both you and the Duke of Britainearecomprehended, and 
I pray you agree thereunto. Burt the Duke grew maruelloas hot, and ſpake in 
Engliſh (for he could the language ) rehearling what noble adts divers Kings of 
England had done in Fraunce, and what greattratiel! they had ſuftained to pur- 
chaſe honor and renowme. Afterward he inueighed vehemently againſt this 
truce, ſaying , that he had not delired the Englithmeri to paſſe the ſeas for any 
need he had of their helpe, butro theend they might recover their owneright, 
And to the intent they might perceive that he ſtood in no need of their com- 

ming : he proteſted that he would not maketruce with the King,till the King of 
England had been three moneths at home in hisrealme : which talke ended ; he 

departed , and returned from whence he came. The King of Englandand his 

Councell tooke theſe words in euill part : but they that milliked the peacecom- 

mended much the Dukes ſpeech. ::2þ 


Chap. 9. How the King feaſted the Engliſh men in Amien) and how there Was 
a place aſſigned for the emteriew of the two Kings. | 


=>5H E King of England to theend the peace might befully con- 
Y] cluded , came and encamped within halfea league of Amiens. 
S202) TheK. wasat the gate, from whence he might behold the En- 

SA glith men a far oftasthey came. To ſay the truth they ſeemed 
>) but yoong ſoldiers : for they rode in veryeuill order. The King 
ſentto the King of England 300.cartsladen with the beſt wines 

that might be gotten : the which cariage ſeemed a far off almoſt as great as the K. 
of Englands army. Many Engliſh men becauſe of the truce repaired to the 
town, where they behaued themſelues very vndiſcreetly, and without all regard 
oftheir Princes honour. They came all in armes,and in great troupes: andit the 
K. our Maſter would haue dealt falſly with them, ſo greata number might neuer 
ſo ealily haue been deſtroyed. Notwithſtanding he meant nothing lefle,bur ſtu- 
died to make them good cheere, and to concludea ſure peacewith them for his 
time. He had cauſed to be (etat the entry of thetowne gatetwo long tables, on 
each (ide of the ſtreet one, furniſhed withall kinds of delicate meates tharpro- 
uoke drinke,and with the beſt wines that might be gotten,and men to wait vpon 
them : of water there was no mention. Art each of theſe tables he had placed fiue 
or {ix great far gentlemen of good houſes, therby the better ro content thoſe that 
deſired todrinke. The gentlemens names were theſe : Monſeur de Cran, de Bri- 

ueber,de Breſmes,de Villiers,and others.So ſoon as the Engliſhmen drew neere 
the gate, they might behold this good cheere. Beſides this, men purpoſely ap- 
pointed tooke their horſes by the bridles, ſaying, that _ would breake a ftaffe 
with them, and ſo led them rothe table, where they were teaſted according'to the 
varietie of the meats : which they rooke in very good part. ''Afﬀeer they were 
within tlie towne ; what houſe ſoeuer they entred intothey paid nothing. »Fur- 
ther, nine or ten tauernes were well furniſhed atthe Kings'/charge'of altchings 
neceſſarie : whither they went to cat and drinke,and called for what they would, 
but the King defraicd all : and this cheere endured three or fower daies. 

You haue heard howtheD. of Burgundiemiſliked the peace, which howſo- 
euer it diſpleaſed him,troubled the Conſtable much Ck he ſaw he had 
failed ofhisenterpriſc; and purchaſed himſelfe hatred on all ſides : wherefore he 

M 2 ſent 
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ſenthis Confeſſor tothe King of England witha letter of credit, deſiring him 
for Gods loueto haue no afthancein the Kings words and promiles, but to accept 
the rownes of Euand S. Valerie, andthereto lodge himlelte part of the winter : 
adding , that within two moneths hee would finde meanes to lodge him more 
commodiouſly. Other aſſurance hereof gaue he him none: for his only meaning 
was to foade him forth with theſe faire words. Laſt of al,to the end he thould nor 
concludea diſhonorable treatie for greedineſſe of a little money, he promiſed to 
lend him fiftie thouſand crownes, with diuers other large offers. But the King 
had already cauſed the two places aboue mentioned to be burned , becaulc he 
knew the King of England had intelligencethat the Conftable had per[waded 
himroputthem into the Engliſh mens hands. King Edwards anſwer was, that 
the truce was already concluded, and that he would alter nothing therein, but if 
he had performed his promiſe, he would haue made no ſuch appointment ; 
which anſwer draue the Conſtable into vtter deſpaire. 

You hauc heard of the Engliſh mens great cheere in Amiens, but onecuening 
Monſeur de Torcy came tothe K. and told him, that ſo greata number of them 
werein the rown,rhat it ſtood in ſome danger, Burt the K. was diſpleaſed with his 
meſſage: wherefore euery man forbareto bring him any more fuch newes. The 
: TheKing Next morrow was one of the daies that repreſented Childermas day that * yeere, 
vponaluper- on the which the King vſed not to debate any matter, butaccounted ita ſigneof 
_- ſome great misfortune towards him , if any man communed with him of his af- 
daics in the faires, and would be maruellouſly diſpleaſed with thoſe that were neere about 
eere, viz. ,, Rim and acquainted with his humor,ifthey troubled him with any matter what- 
nana reme- ſocuer. Notwithſtanding the ſame morning I now ſpeake of, as he ( being bur 
brance of the newly riſen) was ſaying his prayers,one brought me word thatthere were at the 
— leaſt nine thouſand Engliſh men within the towne : which newes | hearing, de- 
day becre termined to aduertiſe him thereof. Wherefore I entredagaine into his cloſer, 
mentioned. ind ſaid vnto him : Sir, though this day repreſent vnto you Childermas day, 
chem, yet neceſhtie enforceth me to informe you of that I heare. Then aduertiſed 
him at large of the great number of Engliſhmen that were within the towne, 
adding that they entred continually all armed, and that no man durſtrefuſe 
them the gate for feare of diſplealing them. The King was content to heare 
me ſpeake, and forthwith aroſe from his prayers , ſaying, that he would not ob- 
ſerue the ceremonie of Innocents that day, and bad me mount on horſebacketo 
ſee if I could ſpeake with the Engliſh mens captaines, to cauſe them to depart 
the rowne : further, he commanded meif1metany of his owne captaines , to 
bid them repaire vnto him , ſaying alſo , that himſelfe would come to the gate 
immediately after me. I did as I was commanded, and ſpaketo three or fower 
Engliſh captains with whom I was acquainted,aduertiſing them what I thought 

good to bedone in this caſe : but for onethey put forth of the towne, twent 
camein. The King nt immediately after me the Lord of Git now Marſhall 
of Fraunce, to take order for this inconuenience : we two entred togither into a 
taucrne, where were ſpent that morning c x1. ſhots, yet was it but nine of the 
clocke. The houſe was full, ſome ſang,ſome {lept,and ſome were drunke : which 
when Ifaw , I perceiued no danger to be of ſuch men, and ſent word therrof to 
the King : who came incontinent with a goodly trainetothe gate, and cauſed 
two or three hundred ſouldiers to arme themſelues ſecretly in their captaines 
houſes, and placed ſomealſo vpon the gate where the Engliſh men entred. Fur- 
ther, he commanded his dinner to bee brought into the porters lodge , where 
heecauſed divers Engliſh gentlemen to dine with him. The King of England 
being 
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being advertiſed of this diſorder,was aſhamed-.thereof,and ſent tothe K. defiring 

him to giuecommandement, that no Englilh man ſhould be ſuffered to enter the 

towne: whereuntothe K.anſwered,that he wauld nener ſodo : but defired him 

if ic ſo pleaſed him, to ſend certain ofthe yeomen of his crowneto keep the gate, 

and kt in ſuch as they ſhould thinke good : and ſo the K. of England did, where- 

upon a great number of Engliſh men departed the rown by his commandemene 

It was then determined that for perfectconclulion of peace, Commilſhoners 

(hould be appointed on both (ides to aſhignea place for the enteruiew ofthe two « Tres «tee 
Kings.For our King,the L.of Bouchage and my (elfe were named: and for the K, un yeeres 
of England,the L.Howard,one called Chalenger, & a herault, Aﬀer we had ridden 3 m_— 
vpand down and viewed all the riuer,we agreed in the end the pleaſanteſt, ſafeſt, peree the 
and moſt commodiousplaceto be Picquigny » a towne three leagues from Ami- oe 
ens,with a ſtrong caſtell, belonging to the Vidameof Amiens. Notwithflanding hn eines 
that it were once burned by the D. of Burgundie, The towne ſtandeth ina bot- 2» <» «»o. 
tom , and the riuer of Somme paſſeth through it, which is deeper therethan a I 
mans beighe, but very narrow. Thecountrey on both (ides ofthe riuer through was ſhine an, 
the which the two Kings ſhould paſle-was very open & plealant, ſauethat when nn _ 
the K. of England drew neereto the river (ide,there was a cauley at the leaſt two ber, andthe 
bowe {hot long enuironed with a marilh (a very dangerous paſlage i*we had nor King of Eng- 
meant good faith.) Wherfore without doubr,the Engliſh men(as before I haue - —_ 
faid ) are not ſo ſubtile and circiutmſpett in theſe-treaties and aſſemblies as the Roan 1418, 
French. For (whatſoeuer men ſay of them)they go bluntly ro worke, but a man —— 


muſt haue patience wich them and give them nocroſle lang Gaith in tra 
After the place was alhgned , we determined to build a ſtrong large bridge 0- and it was 


uer the riuer,the worke men and ſtuffe we furniſhed, In the midit ofchis bridge a 5% 4 


woodden grate was made like to a lions cage, the ſpace between each barre being or 16. azſome 
no greater thanthat a man with caſe mightthruſtin his arme : ouer the head ig "ite of Tanu- 


was borded to keep off the raine, ſo broad that ten or twelue might ſtand couered winch vos 
vnder 1ton each fide : ouer the bridge no man could paſle, forthe grate was fra- «even yeeres 
med clcane ouerthwarr it, and vpon the riuer was but one boat with two men in —— 
ie,to ferry ouer ſuch as paſſed from the one (ideto the orher. Dake of Or- 
I will tell you what mooued the King to make this grate in ſuch ſort that no yy 0 
man could paſſe through it,becauſe it may peraduenture ſtand ſome man in ſtead repore , that 
that ſhall haue occaſion to make the like. In King Charles the ſeuenths youth, nor onely 
this realme was greeuoully plagued by the Engliſh men. For King Hexry the 5. ——_—_ 
held the liege before Roan, and had broughttherowne to greatextremitie : the was taken bes 


molt part of the inhabitants being either ſubiefts to 1ob# Duke of Burgundie |— 


then liuing,or of his tation. —_— 
Berween the ſaid Duke 79bnof Burgundy and the D.of Orleans great variance m—— on 


had been of long time, (o far forth, that che-whole realme orthe greareſt part was 87y1.6, 1419. 
rent into two factions, whereby the Kings eſtate was much weakened ; for parri- the 19. of 1a- 


alitie never ariſeth in any realme, bur in the end the fire thereof is dangerous and Jui*and the 


hard to be quenched. This variance grew ſo hot, thatthe Duke of Orleatis was the fame yeers 
laine at Paris about eleuen yceres before *. The Duke of Burgundieled a great j» Novem- 
armie, with the which he marched cowards Normandy, minding to leuythez.,'., Auguſt 
liege before Roan 3, but to theend he might be the ſtronger, and the better aſſu- (vr ouchor 


0 diuerfly rc« 


red of the King,it was agreed that the Kingand he ſhould meer at Montereau 17 
but Cermmines mann-r (15 himſelfe writeth) is nor to ſtand ſo cxaHly ypon times. Farther, authors agree not among themlelues 
abont this matrer, Laſtly , this place may be vnderſtood, that when Duke Iobn lewed his armie, his meanittg was to raile the 
bepe before Roan, though he could not come time enough to exccute his enterprifs, Of the Dukes deathread Mey lib. i 5, 
15 5. Clmon, Fland, fol. 281, dnndleBurgead, 
M 3 faur 
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fait Yonne, wherea bridge was made and a grate ouerthiwart itwith xteele wic- 

ker in themiddeft boulted on both lides, ſo that « man might paſſe through with 
4 Note at confent of both parties. - The K:4 came 6n the one lide otthe bridge; and the D. 
ſtanding,he Of the other : being both accofrifinied with a great number of men' of armes, 
4 pon on efpeailly the Dake.” They felfite@nmunication togither vpon the. bridge :*ar 
be Erench the WHKCh were preſetit onthe D. {ide only three or fower 5. Bur after they had 
writers ay ratkeda While, e D:cither throngh earneſt (olliciration of thole thar were with 
de oh) Soom theK;drofa deſfiretehad ro himble himſelfe before him, vnaboulted the wicker 
Knights,  . Off RiS7de, and the bthets'6ntheirs. Three of the D. men went through before 
6 Lhe i <> him ati then himſ##e paſſed being the fourth and was immediately (laine 5,and 
Doulphia, Cy, THEY AO thatacchMpariied him +wheroF enſued great mileries and calamities to 
char Z«wnegs tHISPEATIN? "5s M1 Xhie world tn witneſſe. This biſtorie was before my time, 
Goats i, Wherforel forbeare farther toſpeake thereof: bur chus the K. rehearſedit tome 
nans.80 the . wordfor word atthefime timerhar thisenteruiew with K. Edward was appoin- 
DYSk FAA ted : ſaying, thatif there had been no wicket, no occaſion had beents delirethe 
Caine)flue.. Duketo i thronglrthe grate;#nd then that great misforrune had not hapned. 
D, loheyeph : hm —_— were —_— of bm Duke of Otleans ſeruants that was 
batellaxe, bi. 1 41ne; Who were the 1n great credit with King Charles. | | 
oy certaine arrbgntWorts vled at thit timie to the Davulphin : whereas 'Commine: and Meyer report that too great humlicie 
Was cauſe of his death; Tatnguy du Chaſtell, Oliver Layet, Peter: Frotler, arid William Batilier ſlne Duke 1o/n and the Lord of No-« 
uaille wth him ,vho deew his tword in the Dukes defence... Annal.Burgwnd. In:redutt.4c la Marche. Meyer, 7 ForDuke Phi 
lip of By to rewenge his fathers deach,entred into league with the Engliſh men. | n 


Chap..1o. How the two Kings met and ſware the treatic before concluded and how ſome 
7 ſuppoſed that the hoty Gho#t came downe wpon the King of England pauilion 
'" imthelikeneſſe of a white pigedn. 


DP A0y!VR grate being finiſhed as you haue heard,the next day ths 


XK two kings camethitherin the yeere 1475.the29.of* Auguſt 
pielzih he 'TheK. had with him about eight hundred men of tirmes;and 
$4 4; L arriued firſt atthe grate: on the King of Englands ſide ſtood 
Gagnun tlie N/ 7 all his army in order of batrell, which vndoubrtedly was great 
25.909 RYDAZAS both ofhoriemen and footmen, yet could we not diſcouer his 

WE "8 Wo" whole force. Weon our fide ſeemed bur a handfull torhem, 


- 
. 


- and no maruell : f6t the fourth part of the Kings army was not there. It was ap- 
©" * pointedthareach of the Kings ſhould beaccompanied at the grate with rwelue 
2: +}, - perſons, which werealready natned, ofthenobleſt perſonages and ſuchas were 
| neerelſt about them. Moreouer, on our ſide were fower of the King of Englands 
ſeruants to view what we did, and as many of ours on their ſide. The King as [ 


. told you, artiued firftatthe grate, and twelue of vs waited vponhim, amon 
= + whom werethelate Duke 74hn of Bourbon and the Cardinall his brother. ſ 
-' .,... -» pleaſed him thit/T ſhould weatethar day aſare of apparelllike his owne': for he 
_ + had yſedoflong time,and that very often,ro command oneor other to beappa- 
" wn ., Telledlikehimlelfe. The King of England came along vpon the'cauſey aboue 
mentioned yith a maruellous goadly traine, as was convenient for the maieſtie 
"y_ of a Prince. He wasaccompanicd with the Duke of Clarence bis brother, the 
. Farle of Nqrthumberland , and diuers other noble men , namely the Lord H« 
c ſins his Ctamberlaine, his Chaunceltor, and others. Butthere werenot paſt 


three or fower beſides himſelfe apparelled in cloth of golde. Further hee ware 
on !11s head a blacke veluet cap with a maruellous rich iewell, being a Flower de 


luce ſet with ſtones, He was a goodly tall Prince , but inclined now to be ſome- 
what 
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whargroſle;and Thad:ſeene him before amor beaucifulletabnx/artlcs profer 
for ſure whetrthe Eartke of Warwickeghated tiny our of England, hee wan vie 
poodlicizaitieman chateuer Lleemineeycon. When became within tiuefoore 
of rhegratey lie cooke of his cap, ant bowed downe within baile x favre/dfthe 
ground :theKing intike manner who:was leaningypoh re; vied predtre- 
uvereticerowards him : and when they camerd embxare' veher throuph the 
grate, the King of England againe made low,obtifance: Then the'Kitn 
the take andfaid: Cohn, you are molthranily weltom , rhere/is-no mats ty tho 
world whom-l-haue ſo much - ww ) _ praifedhe God thinweare 
met heeretoſo gobd a pmpoſes: hereunto the King of Engtandunſwered ingood 
French. This _ mas Chancellor of Coglad, ho was Prefateage Biz 
ſhop of Hite, began his oration with apropheſic'(: whoroof the Engliſh ah arc 


neuer vnferniſhed *: ) which faid thar in this place of Picquigryats honorable « -1,. 1... 
ace ſhouldbe concluded betweene che Realkmes of FrauncoandEngland/The ccporteth 
iſheps eration _ ended, the letrers were thar rtheKing had delinereg [<1 of the 
g 


to the King of England touching the conclukow of the rreatie:- 5rand 2he ſaid 
Chancellor acked the King whether they were writren'by-his Tommardomentz 
and wherherhe avowed chem: wheretintocheKing anſwered yea,” The! the' Bi- 
ſhop askedhim againe, if he held himſelſe contented-in like) mannor with thoſe 
letters and writings thae were deliucred him on the King of Englands behalf: 
whereunto the King anfwered as before, Therwasrhe millalt-broughtferthaid 
opened: ypon the which each of the Kings hideone of their harids, andrheothe? 
yponthe true holy croſle; and fiyare borh of thend ro keepe amd1oblernothevarei: 
cles conchaded berweerie hem, namely chemrucedornine yeeres, wherivtse tors 
federate#6f horhparties were<omprebended, atidthe mariage-of their children 
to BE #ce6mpliſhed inmaner and forme as was\gomprehendedin the crearies Af. 
ter they Had bothſworne;the Kingtwho had his words ar commandetneit) be- 
ganto enrerineo Co talke withrhe King of Baghand - faying rhat heſhould 
come toPatis to [olacohimfelferharerich rheLadhes,andrharhewould giuehing 
the Catginall of Bowborfor his contefſar , who! would 'calily affoile him of chat 
finne,if ary were committed; TheKing of England rooke-great pleaſure ini this 
ralke, and anſwered with a merry eduntenance : for hee knew(rhe Cardinalttobe 
a goodfellow. After ſome ſuch likeſpeeches paflcd betweengthem, the King to 
ſhewthathe had auchoricie among his men, commanded thofe that were with 
him rowithdtawtheanſeloes, faying that he would commune with the King of 
England M/ſeerer ! whithrhoy chatudcompaniedthe King of England ſeeing, re- 
tiredwithoircommardement, Aftotthe rwoKingshad communed a while toge- 
ther, the King calledmeto him, andasked the King: of England if he know me, 
who anfivered, thatheknew me well, and namedthe places where he had ſeene 
me, adding, that in times paſk] had taken paines eo doe him ſervice in Calais du- 
ring the time I was with the Duke of Burgundie.” Then the King inquired of him, 
it the Duks bf Burgundy wouldnot becomprehended in the'truce ( as irwasro be 
preſumed becauſe of his froward anſwere, that he wpuldnot) what irwould pleaſe 
him thathe ſhould do? The King of England (aid; that he-wowld offer irhimyer 
oncemnere, and if herefuſed ro atcept it, that then they two'thould do us _ 
— good. Afterward the King tell in ralke of che Duke of Briraine (whic 
was rho only end why he mooued this queſtion )&ackedhim jnfike tmanerbf him. 
The King of England deſired him earneſtly to arrempr' nothing againſt the D. of 
Britaine, faying that in his neceſhry he neuer found fo faithfull afrrend :\whereup- 
on the King ended this communication : and then calling the companytogerher 
againe, 


French. 
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ine, with the'moſt curteous and greyimnges ethat might bee, rooke his 
leauc ofthe King of England, giuing very good wordsin like mauner to eucry one 
LOT ene'® manner bach at one — ——— 
from the grate and tooke horſe... The King returned to Amiens , andthe King of 
England to his campe,whither we ſent from the courtallkinde of prouifion neceſ- 
faric for him, ſo far » that torches and lights were not forgotten. Artthis en- 
terujiew the Duke of Glaceſter + $a 0c , and certaine others were 
not preſenr, becauſethey miſliked the peace. Notwithſtanding afterward they 
were well 25, a Pr to allowot ir,ſofar foorth that the ſaid Duke of Glo- 
ceſtcr-cameto Amiens tothe King, who gaue him many goodly preſents of filuer 
plate, and horſes with all kinde of furniture. 

Afterthe King was returned from this meeting , vpon the way he debated rwo 
points with me : the one, he found the King of England fo willing to come to Pa- 
ris that irliked him neuer a whit. For he is, quoth he, a goodly Prince, and much 
given to louc: he may peraducnture mecte with ſome daintie dame at Paris, that 
will entertaine him with ſo many ſugred words , that ſhe may happily make bim 
deſirousto rexurne thitheragaine. Bur his predeceſſors haue ſoiourned roolong 
both at Parisand in Normandie. Ilikenothis company on this fide theſea, but fo 
long as bekeepeth home, [ wiſh to have him my good friend and louing brother, 
The other point was this, he was ſorie that he tound the King of England ſome- 
whathard when be made mention of the D. of Britaine : for the King was ſo delſi- 
rouste petſwade him to ſuffer warreto be made in Briraine, that afterward he ſol- 
licited this matter anew by che Lords of Bouthage and Saint Pierre, But the King 
of _— ſceing himſeltc chus carneſily preſſed, anſwered in few words, that 
who ſo ſhould make warre againſt the Duke of Britaine , he would paſſe the ſcas 
yet once againe in his defence : which anſwere being heard, the matter wasno 
further mentioned. After the King was recurned to Amicns, cucn as he was going 
to ſupper, arrived three or fower noble men of England ſuch as had furthered the 
peace, and the Lord Howard(who was oneof them) began to talke with the King 
in his carc, ſaying, thar if it pleaſed him, he woud finde meanes to bring his Ma- 
ſer ro Amiens, and peraduencure to Paris, tomake merrie with him , which offer 
though the King liked neuer a whit, yet made he ſhew of great good liking therof, 
and began to waſh, not anſwering much cothar point , bur told me ſoftly in mine 
eare, that the thing he moſt feared was hapned, meaning this offer. After ſupper 
they fell againe in communication of the (elfe ſame matter, but with wiſe words 
the enterpriſe was broken off: for the King ſaid , thatwith all peede he muſt de- 
partto go againſt the Duke of Burgundie. Akhough theſe affaires were of great 
umportance and ſagely orderedon both ſides: yer yon ſee merry toics hapned alſo 
among them which are not to be forgorren. Bur as touching the King who will 
maruell ( confidering the great harmes the Engliſh men haue done in Fraunce bur 
of late yeeres ) if hetrauclled his body, and ſpent his money to rid them friendly 
out of the Realme, to the intent heereafterhe might keepe them his friends atthe 
leaſt not haue them his foes. |, 

The next day after this meeting, agreat number of Engliſh menrepaired to 
Amiens, ſome of them affirming that the holy Ghoſt had made this peace (for 
they grounded allon prophefics.) The reaſon that mooued them ſo to ſay was, 
for that a white pigeon te ypon the K. of Englands pauilion that day ofthe en- 
teruiew, and would noc remooue thence notwithſtanding any noiſe made in the 
campc. The cauſe whereof as ſome men iudged, was, for that it had rained a lir- 
tle, and afterward the ſunne ſhiviog very hot , the pigeon lighted vpon this paui- 


lion 
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lion ( being higherthan the reft ) to drie her felfe: which teaſon was ginen by 
a gentleman ot Gaſcoine ſervant to the King of England, named Zews of Bre- 
railles, who wasnot alittle offended with the peace. And becauſe he and were 
of old acquaintance, he talked familiarly with me: ſaying that we wouldderide 
the King of England for this treatie. | asked him how many battels the ſaid King 
had woon: hetold menine, inthe which himſelfe had beet in perſon. Then 1 
demanded of him againe, how many he had loſt : and he anſwered neuer bur 
one, which was this we now bereaued him of: adding, that he receiued greater 
diſhonor by returning home after this ſort, than he had obtained honor in win- 
ning the other nine. Of this communication Iaduertiſed the King, who faid he 
was a dangerous knave, and that ſome meanes muſt be found to ſtop hismouth : 
whereupon heſent for him, and made him dine at his owne table, offering him 
very large ofters and goodly offices if he would tarry in Fraunce. Burt ſeeing hee 
would by no meanes be woon thereunto, he gaue him a thouſand crownes in 
mony, promiling alſo a good turneto his brethren that were on this ſidethe ſea, 
and 1 gaue him a watchword in his eare, to employ his credite to continuethe 
triend{hipand amitie begun betweene the two Princes. | 
The King feared eſpecially aboue all things leaſt ſome word ſhould eſcape him 

at vnawares, whereby the Engliſh men might gather that he derided them. And 
by chaunce the next morning after this meetiug, as he was in his cloſer, and not 
paſt three or fower of vs with him, he ſpake a merry word touching the wines 
and preſents ſent to the Engliſh campe: as he turned abour eſpied a merchant of 
Gaſcoine that dwelt in England, who was come to moouea ute to him for a f- 
cenceto {hip certaine Gaſcoine wines into England without impoſt, which was a 
ſure that might much benefitthe ſaid merchant if he conld obtaine it. The King 
wondered when he ſaw him how he was gotten in thither, and asked him of 
what towne he was in Guienne, and whether he were a merchant and maried in 
England. The merchant anſwered yea, but that his wealth was not great. In- 
continent before his departurethence, the King appointed one to accompanie 
him to Bordeaux, and I communed with him by his commandement. Further, 
agood office in the towne where he was borne was giuen him : the ſicence for the 
wines which he demanded was graunted him, and beſides this 10059. frankes 
were deliuered bim for his wiues charges vponthe way , and heſent a brother of 
his into England for her, but went not himſelfe. Thus the King impoled this 
penaltie vpon himlſelte for his ouer large ſpeech. | 


Chap. 11, How the Conſtable after the truce made with the Engliſh men, ſought 
to excuſe himſelfe to the King : and how truce was alſo con- 
cluded for nineyeeres betweene the King and 
the Duke of Burgwndie. 


D&I0 He ſelfeſame day aboue mentioned , beingthe next day after 
FS. theenteruiew, the Conſtableſent letters to the King by a ſer- 
Zo vant of his named Aapine ( who was a truſtic ſeruant to his 
SF Maſter, and whom alſo the King preferred afterward) Mon- 


1} meſſage. Now you ſhall vnderſtand that Monſieur 4 Contay 

a> — was already returned from the Duke of Burgundie to the 
Court, aboutthe praQtiſe aboue mentioned deuiſed againſt rhe Conſtable: ſo 
that the ſaid Conſtable knew not to what Sainthe ſhould vow himſelfe,, bur re- 


mained in vtter deſpairc. Rapines meſſage was very humble, tending to _ 
is 
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his Maſter ofthe ſundriccuill reports that he knew had been made of him to the 
King, for that the end ſufficiently declared , that hee neuer tneant to doe other- 
wiſe than dutie required. And tothe intent he might the better aſſure the King 
of his true dealing, he promiſed fo to practiſe with che Duke of Burgundie, that 
he would perſwade him to helpe to deſtroy the King of England and his whole 
army, ifitfo pleaſed the King, And it feemed by his ſpeech that his Maſter was 
in vtter deſpaire. Wetold him that we were in perfect amity with the Engliſh 
men, and would no war. But Monlicur de Zyde who was with me, aduentured 
toaske him if he knew where his Maſters treaſurelay. I maruelled to heare ſuch a 
word ſcape him : for ſeeing this Rapive was a very truſtic ſeruant to his Maſter, 
this ſpeech was ſufficient to haue cauſed the Conſtable to flic, and to vnderſtand 
in what eſtate he was, and what was a brewing for him, eſpecially ſeeing the dan- 
ger he had been in,not paſt a yeere before. Burt I never knew man in my life nei- 
ther heere nor elſewhere, thar could diſlodge in timeand ſhun the danger han- 
ging ouer his head : ſome becaule they thinkethey ſhall not be receiued nor bee 
16 faferie in ſtrange countries, and other ſome becauſe they are too much affeti- 
onate to their goods, wines and children : which two reaſons haue beene the 
cauſe of many a good mans vndoing, 

After we had made reportto the King of Rapines meſſage, be called for one of 
his Secretaries, none being with him but the Lord Howardthe King of Englands 
ſeruant, (who vnderſtood nothing of this praQiſe againſt the Conſtable, ) the 
Lord of Contay who was returned from the Duke of Burgundie, and we two 
that had talked with the laid Rapine. Then he indited a letter to the Conſtable, 
wherein headuertiſed him of all that was done the day before, namely, the trea- 
tie of peace. Further, heſent him word that he was buſicd with diuers affaires of 
great importance, and had neede of ſuch a head as his : which word was no 


ſooner vttered, but he turned to the —_— and the Lord of Contay, fay- 


ing ſoftly to them,[ meane not that we ſhould haue the body, but the head with- 
out the body. This letter was delivered to Kapize, who liked it maruellous well, 
eſpecially thoſe words that the King had neede of ſuch a headas his Maſters, bur 
hevnderſtood not the myſterie thereof. The King of England alſo ſent the King 
the two letters of credit that the Conſtable had written to him, and diſcloſed all 
the meſſages that he had ſent him, whereby you may perceiue how the Conſta- 
ble had bebaued himfelfe towards theſe three great Princes, and in what eſtate he 
was : cuery one ofthe three deſiring his death. 

The King of England vpon the receit of his money departed, and marched 
in great haſt towards Callice,fearing the Duke of Burgundies malice and his ſub- 
iets,and not without cauſe: for whenſocuer his men ſcattered and ſingled them- 
ſelues, ſome of them came ſhort home. At his departure he left tor hoſtages with 
the King, till his returne into England according to his promiſe, che Lord He- 
ward, and the Maſter of his horſe called Sir 19h# Cheiny. 

You hauc heard beforeat the entrance into theſe Engliſh affaires, that King 
Edward had no great deuotion to this voyage into Fraunce : for being come to 
Douer, before he embarked he began to prattiſe with vs. But there were two 
cauſes that mooued him to paſle the ſeas : one, the deſire his whole realme had, 
according to their naturall inclination, to make warrein Fraunce, and therather 
atthis preſent, becauſe the Duke of Burgundie preſſed the war ſoearneſtly : the 
other, the hope he had to reſerueto himſelfe a great part of the ſublidie leuied 
in England for this voyage : for as before haue ſaid, the Kings of England re- 


ceiue only the bare reuenues of their lands, ſaue when they leuie money to make 
war 
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war in France. Further, King Edward had deuiſed this ſubciltie to appeals his 
ſubicCts : he had brought with hitfiteh or twelve great fat paunches , as well of 
thecitie of London,as of other townes in Englatid, who were the wealthieſt men 
ofthe commonalrie, and had been the chiefeſt inſtruments both in perſwading 
the King to paſle into Fraunce, and alſo in leuying this mightie armie. The King 
cauſed them to be lodged in good tents, but that was not the liferhey were ac- 
euſtomed to lead : wherfore they ſoon waxed wearie of it; Attheir firſtarriuall 
they looked for the battell within three daies after their landing. Butthe K.of 
England alleaged many doubrs vnto them, and endeuored to put them'in teare 
of the battell,and to perſwade them to allow ot the peace, to the end they mighr 
aide him at their retufneinto England to pacifie the murmuring & grudging of 
the peoplethat happily might ariſe becauſe of his returne: for neuer K.of En- 
gland lince K. Arthur, paſled at onetime with ſogreat force, and ſo many noble 
perſonages into France, But after the peace wits concluded, the K. of England re- 
paired homeward with ſpeed, reſeruing to himlelfe a great ſumme of mony leui- 
ed in England tor the paiment of his ſoldiers ; ſo that he obtained in effe& all his 
purpoſes. His body could not away with ſuch laboras a K. of England muſt en- 
dure that mindethro atchieue any great enterpriſe in France. Further,theK.our 
Maſter had made great preparation for reſiſtance, though to ſay the'truth he 
could not well haue proiided defence ſufficient againſt all his enimics :for he had 
toomany. Laſtly, theKing of England had a marueilous great deliret6 acrom- 
pliſh the marriage of his daughter with King Charles the 8; nowraighing; which 
cauſed him to winke-at & number of inconveniences , that turned after ro the 
King our Maſters profit: =o 02G SETS "Ie 
After all the Engliſhmen werereturned hotfie fauing the Hoſtages : the King 
tooke his iourney towards Laon, and lodged ini fitrle towne vpon the marches 
of Henault called Vetuins; and tb Auenties in Mtnaulr catieithe Chaunceſlor of 
Burgundie with the L. of Contay atid other-athbaſſadors from che Duke, 'T he 
K. was very delirousat this time to xonelifde x full peace Hor this mighty En- 
glhth armic had put him in feare,6 16 margelh i frhe bad ſeen in his timitvttheir «Th. prench 
doings in this Realme;& would in no wilt tHtiyrttyrne. Thefid Chabgetllot baving onely 
writ to the King, defiring that it would pleaſe hinito ſend his Commiſſioners for — ws 
the peace to-1 certainebtdge in the midivay berweene Avennes and/ Verttins, made Slides 
hying, that he and his colleagues wogld meete chem there T he King ſenc him — _ 
anſiver, that he would'cotne rhither-Witmſelfe , ad notwithNatiding thativers, 1, hers 
whoſe aduiſe he asked-in'this matter;perſivaded him to the e@htrarie: yer thirher in decde be 
he wene, leading allo with/him the Engliſh hoftages, who wete preſend atien he 5 roune 
receiued theD. am baſſadors, the which came-very well 'zecompanied"With A-- not Biſhop, as 
chers and men of war, Acthis firſttmeeting they gid bur ſalen&#the King's 8&then or authors 
went to dinner. One of theEngliſl/theh begarytorepent Hiavthat the dreary WAS thee words, 
concluded, and faid t6 mee ar awitdow, thavititheyhad Rene thiany fuck men 2 « fore 
withthe Duke of Burgundie, -peradiienture they wonld not hauerriadepence. ,j7 2m 7, 
Which words the Vicount of Nafbvohne* (ndw L:ofFout) hearing faid Wee Feuer) phinly 
you'lo (implerothinke, thatthe Diike of -Burgwadie had hovgreat force offuch provucmicr- 
men? he hid ſent ther only co refreſh themſelies but you- were (6 Uelitousto ging of $1.5 
retuirne Hhotne, thar (ix . raged of wite; 9d aperſion'che King giveth S— 
_—_ you quickly backe into Englad, The Bnglith Wwarinagrenetugy an nf,” 
wered;T perceive now their ayingstoprovetrmme;rhat eoldv45you would deride conc) intorbe 
vs for making peace. Cal you rhe wore ores Kitig givettvs;a penſiot'? It igefi- 7 though 
bblefo mach that you may ſobnemake che French, 
VS 
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vs to returne. But I brake off their talke and turned it roaielt : notwithſtanding 
the Engliſbman was diſcontented and caſt quta. word thereofrg rhe King , who 
was maruecllouſly offended with the Lord of Narbonnetor his ſpeech. | 
The King communed notlongat this firſt meeting wich the Chancellor & the 
other ambaſſadors : for it was agreed that they ſhould go with him to Veruines, 
where when they arriued he commanded:-Maſlter Tarmnegsy du Chaſtell, & Matter 
Peter Dar jole Chancellor of Fraunce, and others to negoriate with them : much 
ado there was betweene them, many reaſons alleaged, and many demands made 
oneachſide. The Kings commiſhoners made report to him that the Burgundi- 
ans vied fierce and ſtoure langyage, butthat they had paid them with the like, 
and wirhall told him what their anſwers were, Which he much miſliked,faying, 
that the like anſivers had been mage diuerstimes betore , and that they treared 
not ofa finall peace, but only ottruce : whereot he would haue no more ſuch lan- 
uagevied, but would himſelte communewith them : and therupon cauſed the 
Rid Chauncellor and the other ambaſſadors ro comeinto his chamber,out ofthe 
which all men were commanded to auoide, faue the. late-L. Admirall called the 
baſtard of Burbon, Monſeur deBouchage, and my ſelfe,” There the King conclu- 
ded truce for nine yeeres, wherein it was agreed, that euery.man ſhould be reſto; 
red to his former eſtate. But theambaſſadors beſought the King that the truce 
might nat yer be proclaimed ,;to ſaue the Duke their Maſters oath, who had 
{worne not to make truce beforeche King of England had beene a certaine ſpace 
m hisRealme, leaſt kc ſhquld thinke thejr Yaſter had accepted this truce. 
| But the King of England (whothought great ſcornethat the D..would not be 
comprehended in his.truce) being aduerriſed that he treated with theKing ofan 
other,ſent ouerjnto Fraunce a kmghtneere ahqut him called Sir Thomas Mopntzo- 
ery, who came to Yeruins at! the very ſamg. inſtant. thaz che King treated with 
the Duke ofBurgyndies ambaſſadors gf this'truce aboge mentioned., The faid 
Sir Themas'rgquiredthe King inthe Kang his- Maſters) nanie, to make no. other 
eruce withthe'Puke of Burgyady grhgh chat aybich was already concluded be» 
tweene Shem two. ,Furthergdeing him not; to deliver Saint Quintins intothe 


© - Dubsachatids, and pffering;sþarst þerwould cominue-war wichthe Nuke, his 


Matten would be content thernext ſagmmeniro paſſe the {eas againefor him, andin 
hisnidy with cheſe.condigions,, Fipit, thatcheKing.ſhould xecompence the loſle 
ehe Fang of England thoyld {iftaineþy the wooll cuſtgmeof Calais,amounting 


| My ro 50009;.cr0Wwnes:: Which if the war opened with Flaunders were clegr- 


of; And ſecondarily,that the K,ſhquld pay the ane halfe ofthe Engliſharmy, 


- 4 ahd&dgKivg of England the other, The King yeelded great thankes 49 the King 


of Bnglane tor this curtequsmeſſage,and gayea goodly;prelent of filugr plate 


' #9 th&/id-Sin Theme! \Notwithlanding, 85conching:the war he exculcd bim- 


ſellce-lay;ng,that theatucewasalready.congluded, being the very ſlame,tbat the 
King of England and be had made.for the terme. of nine yeercy, {aye thatcbe D, 


\ would haue his letters apart, Thhs.to content, the ambaſſador heecxculed the 


matrer.the beſt be could, and the ſaid Sir Zhomes returned into England, and the 


© hoſtages with bim, /TheKing maruclled much atthe King of Englands offers, at 
| thereport whereof my ſelfe only was preſent; Buyir ſeemed to him a, dangerous 


thing, t@ cauſethe King of England ro pail he ſeas againe , both. becauſe.guery 


| trifle wquld PER bet weanethe French and che Englith bejogincampe 


rogether zand allo Þecauk. it. was 30 bee feared; har the, Burgundiags pnd,chey 
would eaſily reconcilerheraleines: wherefore he was ſo mpch.che more Gelirous 
to conclude the trugewith the Dyke of Butgundic, 4 Po. 
| " Chap. 1% 
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Chap.12+ How the Conſtables death was fully concluded and ſworne between 
the King and the Duke of Bur gundy,aud how he w-nv into 
the Dukes Dominions, whereby his commande- 
ment hee was ſtated , and delineredto 
the King and after pat to death. 


& He truce bcing concluded, the old praQtiſe againſt the Cori 
1 & ſtable was reviued : and to the end the proceſle therot ſhould 
> Be be (hort; they ratified all that was done before at Bouuines, 
[9 and thewritings there made(as before you haue heard )were 
again interchangeably delivered. Inthe (aid writinges the 
Kingpromiled the Dukeof SaintQuintins, Han,Bohaine,and 


namely Monſicur de Geyly and diuers others. Further, hee being advertiſed thar 
King Edward had deliuercd his letters tothe King &diſcouered all thar he knew 
of him; and ſecing alſo that his enemicy had made truce, fell intogreat feare and 
ſent tothe Duke of Burgundy, humbly beſeeching him to giue him a ſafe con- 
du& rocome and ſpeake with him about cerraine affaires that greatly inaported 
him. The Duke at the firſt made dainry to grant-aſafe condust, but inthe ende 
ſcnthim one. This mighty noble man hadoft debated®* wherker hee ſhould flic 
to ſaue himſel fe;for he was informed of all that was done,and bad ſrenethe vis 
tingsdeuiſcd againſt him at Bouuines, Sometimg hee. confalted withicerraing 
of his ſeruants being Lorrains, determining to flic with them inzgo Almain,carry- 
ing a great ſumme of money with him (for the way was very.ſafe ) therewith ro 
buy ſome place vpon the river of Rhene toremaine jaztill he were reconciledtq 
one of the rwo Princes, Sometime he refolued toputhimſelfe iato his flixong ca- 
ſtellof Han,which had coſt him ſo much money,and which hee had fortified to 
ſerue him atſuch apinchand furniſhed of all things as well as any caſtell thaze- 
uer I knew. Bur he could not finde men to his minde to put into the place, 'be- 
cauſe all his ſeruants were borne vnder the dominions of oneot therwo Princes, 
And peraduecnturc his feare was ſo great,that he durſt not wholly diſcover him- 
ſelte aud his eſtate tothem : for 1 thinke a great many of thera would not haue 
forſaken him : neither was it ſo dangerous for hirv. to bee beſieged of both the 
Princes as of one, for it had beene impoſlible for the two armiesto agree, .--- 
- Butinthe end he concluded to oc to the Duke of , Burgundy vnder this ſafe 
condu&, being accompanied onely with fifteen or ewenty hore, and rode to 
Montzin Hainault, where the Lord Demieries great bailife of -Hainault and his 
elpeciall friend lay, With him he ſoiourned a certaine ſpace, attending newes 
from the Duke of Burgundy, who hadlately begun ,war vpon, the Duke of Lor- 
raine,becauſe he had defied him when helay at the fiege befaxeNuz, and done 
much harme in the country of Lanpaſogany; 7 
The King being aduertiſed of the Conſtables departure, purpoſed ſo toorder 
the marter, that he ſhould neuerrecoverthe Duke of Burgundics tauour:forhee 
leuicd ſeuen or eight hundred men of armes, and rade with chem in all haſte to 
Saint Quintins, knowing well what force was WOW the townzneer to the which 
” when 


allthelands that the Conſtable helde of che Dukesand all his » Vnderſtand 


moucables whereſocuer they were found *. Further, the mancr how to beliege _— ——_ 
him in Han,(where he lay was deviſed. It was allo. agreed that whether of the blesbchad in 
two Pirnces could firſt rake him, ſhould eyther pur. him to death within eight * Kings 4o- 


daics,or deliuer him tothe other. All men incontinent y.- to feare this con- yi.ger the 
federacy, ſo farre foorth that the Conſtables principall ſeruants forfooke him , Puke 


134 THE FOVR TH BOOKE OF 


when he approched, certaine ofthe Citizens .came. foorth toreceiue him. The 
Kings commanded me to 'enterthe rowne, .and appoint eucty Caprain to his 
quarter, and ſo I did. Firft the ſoldiers entcred,and thet the King, who was ve 
honorably receiued of the rownes men: whereupon certaine ot the Conſtables 
ſeruants retired into Hainault. The King immediarcly aduertiſed the Duke by 
aletrer of his owne hand, of the raking of Saint Quintins, thereby ro pur him 
vtterly out of hope to recouer it by the Conſtables meanes. Which news when 
the Duke vnderſtood,he ſent word to the Lord Deſmeriez great bailife of Hai- 
nault, ro guard the towne ot Montz in ſuch fort, that the Conſtable eould not de- 
part, and farther ro commaund him to keepe his lodging : which commande- 
ment the bailife execured accordingly, for he durſt donolefle. Notwithſtandin 
the garde was not ſtrong enough for ſuch aperſonage, if hee had beene diſpoſed 
eo — ny What ſhall we ſay heere of fortune ? This noble man dwelt vpon the 
frontiers of both theſe Princes Dominions being enemies, hauing ſtrong rownes 
in his hands,and fowre hundicd men of Armes weltpaide, ofthe which he was 
Comptroller himſelfe,and placed whom it pleaſed him;and had beete their C ap- 
raine the ſpace of twelue yeeres. He was a wiſe anda valiant Knight, and of great 
experience; and hadgreart treaſure inready coine : yet notwithſtanding at this 
lalt pinch his courage ſofailed him,that he wiſt not what ſhiftro make. We may 
well ſay,that fickle tortune beheld him with a frowning countenance : or rathcr 
(it wee will peake like good Chriſtians)wee mult ſay, that ſuch great miſcries de- 
pend not vpon Fortune: for Fortune is but a phantaſlicallfition of Poetry. Wher- 
fore wee muſt thinke if wee well weigh both che reaſons aboue'alleaged, and 
diucrs other here vnrchearſed; that God had vtterly forſaken him 8& ginen him 
ouer. Andifirwere lawfull for man toiudge, asIknaw it isnor (poraly for 
me) I would ſay thatin mine opinion all this miſery fell vpon him, becauſe hee 
travelled continually to the vitermoſt of hispower to nouriſh the warre berweene 
the King and che Duke of Burgundy, knowing his great authority and' eſtate to 
depend thereupon : althoughto ſay the truth, the marterneededno greatlabor, 
forthere was anaturall antipathy berweene them. VWho isſo'rude or ignorant 
cothinke that Forrune or any other like chance was able to caſt ſo wife aman into 
the diſgrace of both theſe Princes at once, (who intheit lives nener agreedeit 
anything ſaue onelythis,) eſpecially into the King of Englands diſgrace , who 
had married hisneece,and loned entixcly all his wiues kinſmen eſpecially thoſe of 
this houſe of Saint Paul. It ishke therefore, yeair is moſt certaine that God had 
withdrawne his graces from hit,in that hee had purchaſcd himſelfe ſuch hatred 
of all theſe three Pritices, and had not onefriend inthe worldthat durſt give him 
anights lodging. Neither was it fained Fortune ſtrake this ſtroke, but God a+ 
lone, Thelike whereof hath hapned, and ſhall happen todiuers others, who 
after gteat and long proſperity fall into great aduerſity and rrouble. © After the 
Conſtable was arreſted in Hainavlt by the Duke of Burgundies commaunde- 
ment,the K ing ſent word tothe Duke cither todeliver him into his handes, or 
execute him according tothe tenure ofthe writings 'aboue mentioned, The D. 
anſwered that he would ſo do,and commanded the Conſtable to be ledde to Pe- 
ronnc,afid there ſtraightly kept. Furher, you ſhall vnderftande that the Duke 
had alrcady taken divers places in Lorraine and Barrois,and at this preſent helde 
thefiege before Nancy, which was valiantly defended. The King hadgreat 
force ofmn of Arms in Champaign,which held the Duke in feare : for the King 
was not bound by the truce to ſuffer him to deſtroy the Duke of Lorraine, who 
was tetired into Fraunce, The Lord of Bouchage and divers other ambaſſadors 


ſenc 
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ſent by the King, preſſed the Dukeearneſtly to performe his promiſe and oaths 
and he anſwered ever that he would ſo dozbur yet delaied ic more than amonth 
ouer and aboue the eight daies, wherin he {ſhould eicher haue deliucred the Con- z The Duke 


table,or put him to death.Notwithſtanding in the end ſeeing the matter ſoear- Wefred Lore 
rain. NOT 


neſtly preſſed, and fearing thatthe King would hinder his enterpriſe in Lorrain gg, iQ the. 
which he ſo much deſired to atchievue, to the end he might haue the paſſage y x caule here al« 


: Rr < lcaged by our 
from Luxembourg into Burgundy,and ioyneall theſe Seniories together : for _ 


this little Duchy ot Lorrain being his, he might cCme vpon his owne dominions a'fo to pro- 
from Holland,almoſt asfar as Lions, 2. For theſe conliderations Iay,he wrote —— 
to his Chancellor and the Lord of Himbercourt ſo often already mentioned, j,uc Kino of 


» lour King of 
(which two had abſolute authority in his abſence, and were both of them” the S:cily and 
Conſtables enemies and evill-willers)to goe to Peronne and deliuer the Conſta- FLerulalem, 


bleataday by him prefixed,to thoſethat the King ſhould there appoint to re- Loon 


ceiue him, ſending word withalltothe L. Deſmiriezto deliuer bim to the faide 9<r<r0n) 


| wrought thus 
Chancellour and Himbercourt., age 


The Duke of Burgundy in the meane time beat continually the town of Nan- t'caſon, for 
cy: but there were good ſoldiers within it which valiancly defended it. Further — 
one ofthe D.own captains,called the Ear!e of Campobache,a Neapolitane born hisrage gmen 


but banilhed thence for the houſe of Anious faion, was lately entred into pom: —_ 
intelligence with the D.of Lorrain,heire apparant tothe houſe of Aniou, after , tic tooke 


the death of King Rex his mothers father. The Earle of Campabache promiſed Nancy abcur 
xo prolong the liege,and find meanes that ſuch things ſhould. be lacking as were the 19.of No- 


uember,bur !s 


neceſſary for the taking ofthe town 3, Which his promiſe, he was very wellable Merbefayh 
to performe, being then the greateſt man inthe.Dukes army.:. but a falſetraitor o—_ 
to his Maſter,as hereafter you ſhall heare more atlarge, This, was.a preparative 3-yer 8, * 
as it were of all thoſe euilsand mileries that fell afterward vpon ghe Duke of Bur- Nouember 
dy. The aid Duke meant,as I ſuppole, ifhe had taken the town before the day 2075, 200.0 
appointed for the Conſtablesdeliuery, not to deliuer him at all. And on'the 0+ was deline- 
ther (ide [thinke, ifthe King had hag hjm, he would haue done more in.the D. OR ws 


of Lorraines fauour than hedid : for he was adyertiſed ofthe Earle of Campo- ; The Chan- 
baches traiterous practiſes, but medled not in them: yet was he nor boundto.lex <fllo: % => 
the Duke of Burgundy doe what him liſted in Lorraine, (notwithſtanding for ,tteahum 


ered him 


diuers reſpets he thought it belt ſo to do:)belides this he had great forces vpon with ſuch 


.the frontiers of the ſaid country of Lorraine. , fpeed through 


| , euill rvill, 


The D.could not take Nancy beforetheday appointed for the Conſtables whereas they 


delivery 4.which being com,the two aboue mentioned executed wilhogly gheir ovehtto boue 
. q | . d ſtaxde rill che 
Malters commandement f,and deliuered him at the gate ofPeronne to. the ba- @cont mers 


ſtard of Bourbon, Admirall of France,and ro Monſieur de Saint Pictre, who,led fige bad 


him to Paris : divers hauetolde me, that within three houresafter his depayure 275 1127 
ike, 


meſſengers came in Potte from the Duke with a countermaund,to wit,, that hee 5 ayth Meyer 
ſhould not be delivered before Nancy were taken, butit was too late. Ar Paris * " 0/6 


tudo ex ture 


the Conltables proces was made,and the Duke delivered all.his Fitern that Were mari ciuiligg 
In his hands,and all ſuch evidence as (erued for the ak [ be King preſſed the 4eſmpregyt 19 


court earneſtly,and Juſtices wereappointed for the hearing of bis caule, who ſee- Cr 


Ing the euidence that both the King of England and the Dukegaue againſt bim, danſenper 
condemned him to dies,and confiſcated all his goods. twain 

| « - arent inſſio- 
nem at hee j/ti dns odis rraviſſime deft egrantes bn comitem P abuls,gret um que volentes facere regi mirum in medum (anguinen. illus ſatien® 
#i now 6bſervanrrun $5 obſeruaſſent ve d bebant fort fs (> virum ipſum of Duceom De min mn ſum ſrque ipſes Plane ſeruaſſent. Siqui- 


dem fratim pol} Carols int eritum amb? apud Gend auum accipere taijenem, b6 The Conſtable died the 19,0f December,1 475. donl, 


Freec,Gagvin, Magr.in whom read the cauſes of his death,fol. 368. 


N 2 Chap.13, 


! 
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136. THE FOVRTH BOOKE OF 
Chap. 17. Adiſcourſe of the faults of the Duke of Burg undie commit ted in 


deliuering the Conitable to the King contrary to his 
ſafe condud# andwhat enſued thereof. 


£79 Hisdelivery ofthe Conſtable was maruellous ſtrange; nor. 
[2D withſtanding I ſpeake itnot to excuſe his faults,neither ro ac- 
& a cuſethe Duke, for (ure he had juſt cauſe to ſeeke his death . 
k& '*$ Burmetbinke that he being ſo great a Prince,and of fo noble 
"I-7 * and honorable an houſe; ſhouldnot have giuenhim a ſafe 

cy pd) Cana:) condutt, andthen arteſted him, And eabrodly it was 
Ch greatcruelty to deliver him where he was ſure to die, eſpe» 
_ for coucrouines. But ſoone after hee had thus diſhonoured himſelfe by this 
deed, herecciued greatloſſes, and beganto fall to ruine. So that ifwe wel con» 
fider the workes that God hath done in theſe our dayes,and dayly doth, we ſhall 
eaſily perceiue that he will leaue.no faulr vopuniſhed, and that theſe ſtrange pu- 
niſhments are inflicted onely by him,becauſerhey ſurmount farre the works of 
nature. For his puniſhments are ſudden, eſpecially vpon thoſe thar vſe violenee 
and cruelty : who cannot be meane perſons, but mighty men, eyther in ſeniorics 
or authoriry. This houſe of Burgundiec had long floriſhed, for by the ſpace of a 
hundred yearesor there abour, during the which time raigned fowre of this 
houle) it was more eſteemed then any other houſe in Chriſtendome. For all 
thoſe thar were mightier then ir, had ſuffered grear afflitions and adverſities , 
but it lived continually in perpetual! felicity and honour. The firſt great Prince 
ofthis houſe was Philip ſurnamedthe Zerdy, brother ro Charles the fift King of 
Fraunce, who maried the daughter and heire of the Earle of Flaunders, being 


County of Rethell. The 2. was John, the 3.was the ro D. Philp, who ioyned to his houſe 


frhers death, was one of the richeft and moſt redoubred Princes of Chriſten- 
dome,and had in moucables, namely, ieweks, plate,tapeſtrie, books, and napry 
more than three of rhe greareſt Princes in Chriſtendome. Of treafure,in coine I 
hauc ſcene greater abundance in other Princes Courts : For Duke Philip by the 
ſpace of many yeares keuied neither ſnbſidiesnortaskes : yet notwithſtanding at 
Hisdeach,he lefrhis fonne aboue three hundred thouſand crownes in ready mo- 
ney,and in peace with all hisneighbonrs, which long endorednot: notwirhſtan- 
ding I will notimpute the whole occaſion ofthe wars to him, for others were as 
buſic ashe, His ſubiets immediately after his fathers death, vpon aſmall requeſt 
graunted him very willingly a ſubfidic /cuery country a part) for rhe terme of 
ten yecres, amounting yearely rothe furmrme-of 350000.crowns : Burgundy be- 
ing not.comprehended therein. Yea, and attheime he deliveredrhe Conſtable 
he leuicd yearcly oner and abonethe former fnrmme, more than 30cooo. crowns, 
and had aboue 300000. crownes in coine; and all the Conftables goods thar 
cameto his hands, amounted hardly to the value of 80000.crowns, for hee had 
bur 76000.in coine.So thatrhe Duke commitred this foule fault for ſmall gaine, 
yet was the puniſhment thercof great: for God raiſed vp an enemy againſt him 
of ſmall force,of young yeares,and of little experiencein all things, and cauſed 
his ſeruant whom he then moſt truſted, to become falſe and traiterous. He made 
alſo rhe Duke himſclfe ro miſtruſt his owne ſubieRs and faichfull ſckuants, Are 
not 
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not theſe ſuch manifeſt tokens and preparatiues as God vſed inthe olde Teſta- 
ment,again(t thoſe whoſe good fortune and proſperity hemeant ro changeints 
miſery and aduerſity? Yet he never humbled himſelte betore God, bur even rill 
the howre of death attributed al his good ſucceſſe to his own wiſdom & prowes: 

before his death he was mightier then any of his predeceſſors, & morecticemed 

through the whole world. 

Before the Conſtables deliuery,he was fallen intoa maruellous miſtruſt,or great 

di(daineof his owne ſubie&ts,for he had ſent into Italy for a thouſand men of 
armes, Italians.Before Nuzalſo he had great forceof Italians in his campe:tor the 
Earle of Campobache had vnder his charge fowre hundred men of arms, & bet- 
ter. T his Earle had no poſlethons fot his maintenance, for becauſe of the wars the 
houſe of Aniou had made inthe Realme of Naples(which boule he ſerved)hee 
was bani{bed his country, and loft all his lands,and ſerued ever ſince his depar- 
ture out of Italy,in Prouence or Lorraine vnder King Rene of Cicile,or Duke N#- 
cholas ſonne to Duke 1ohnof Calabria. After whole death the Duke of Burgundy 
gaue entertainment to moſt of his ſeruants,eſpecially all his Iraligns:namely,this 
Earle of Campobache, James Galeot a valiant,honourable and faithfull gentleman 
and divers others. The faid Earle of Campobache,when he went into lraly to le- 
uie his men, receiued of the Duke of Burgundie 40000. duckets in preſt for his 
company. But as he paſled through Lions, ,he fell in acquaintance with a PhiG+ 
tion,named Maſter Smen of Pauye, by whom he aduerrtiled the King,that if hee 
would grant him certainedemands,he would promiſe himat his returne to deli- 
uer the Duke of Burgundy into his hands:thelike offer made healſo to Monſieur 
de Saint Pray,then Ambaſſador in Piemont for the King. Again,at his return ha- 
uing his menof armes lying in the county of Marle, hee offered the king that ſo 
ſoon as he ſhould be in the campe with his mafter,he would not faile either to kill 
him,or take bim priſoner;ſhewing with all the maner how he would do it, which 
was this. The Duke rode often about his campeto view it, mounted vpon alittle 
nagge,and very ſlenderly accompanied, at ſome ſuch time this Earle ſayde hee 
would aſſault him, and execute his enterpriſe. He made yetallo an other offer to 
the King,namely, ifthe King and the Duke met together in battel,to turne with 
his men of armes on the kings ſide, vnder condition that the King would grant 
him certaine demands. The King deteſted much the treaſon of this man,and of 
a noble courage aduertiled the Duke of his practiſes by the L. of Contay aboue 
mentioned. Notwithſtanding the Duke would not creditethe meſſage, (ſuppo- 
ſing that the King ſent him this aduertiſment to ſome other end) but loued the 
Earle all the better. Wherefore you may ſce how God had troubled bis wits, in 
that he would give no crediteto thoſe manifeſt demonſtrations the king ſhewed 
him. Well, this Earle of Campobache was not fo falſe and traiterous, but ames 
Galeot was true and truſty,who lived many yeeres, and died with great honour 
and renowne. 
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- - Chap. 1 Tow the Duke of Bnrgundie making warre wpon the Swiſſers, 
was overthrowne at the ſlraizhts of the moun- 
taines neere to Granſon. 


He Duke of Burgundy hauing conquered the Duchy 
WH, | of Lorraine,and received Saint Qnintins, Han & Bo- 
| hain,with all the Conſtables goods of the king,treated 
| with him ofa finall peace: for accompliſhment wherof 
| they two reſolued to meet vpon a bridge built ouer a 
| river, like to that madeatPiquigny, at the enteruiewe 
| of the King of England and France. About the which 
—D wy.*1| meeting, meſſengers paſſed to and fro,fo far forth that 

TE ET EEE Sl the Duke was once purpoſed to diſmiſle theigreateſt 
part ot his armie, to the end his men (being in very euill order, as well becauſe 
of the liege of Nuz,as allo of this ſmall warre in Lorraine) might refreſh them- 
ſelues : and the reſt to putin garriſon into certaine of the Earle of Romonts yow- 
ces, neereto the towns of of Berne and Fribourg, vpon the which hee was fully 
relolued ro make war, becauſe they had inuaded his dominions,while he was be- 
fore Nuz,had holpen to take the county of Ferrette from him (as you have 
heard)and hadalfo conquered from the Earle of Romont part of his Countrey. 
The King earneſtly preſſed him to come to the mecting appointed,to leaue theſe 
poore Swilfers in peace,and to refreſh his army. The Swiſſers alſo ſeeing him 
approch ſo neere them, ſent their Ambaſſadors to him, offering to reſtore al thar 
chey had taken from the Earle of Romont, whoon the other ſide preſſed him 
earneſtly rg ſuccour him in perſon : whereupon the Duke altered his mind, and 
dctermined&to march againſt them, leauing that courſe which in all mens opini- 
ons ſeemed beſt, con{tdering both the time ofthe year,and the ſtate of his army. 
Further, it was agreede beryycen the king and him, that for the Duchy of Lor- 
rain they ſhould not fall at variance, 

The Duke departed out of Lorraine with this poore, weary and defeated ar- 
my,and entred into Burgundy, where the Ambaſſadors of thele ancient confe- 
derates of Almaine,commonly called Swiſſers, repaired againe to him, making 
larger offers than before:for beſides the reſtitution ofthe Earle of Romonts pla- 
ces,they offered to depart fromall leagues that he ſhould not allow of; eſpecially, 
their league with the K.and to enter into confederacy with kim,& to ſerue him 
againſt the king,with ſixe thouſand men wel armed(and that for very (mal pay) 
as often as he ſhould require : which offer he refuſed; for God was fully purpo- 
ſed to bring him to deſtruftion, In thoſe countries are certaine townes called 
the new contederates, namely, Baill , Strasbourg, and diuers other imperiall 
citi2s," (ituate neer the river ofRhene, which in times paſt had bin enemies to the 


1 Thefetowns Swiſſers in F1uour of Sigi/mondD.ot Auſtrich, whoſe contederates they were du- 


ring the wars between the ſaid Swiſſers & him.But now all theſe townes ioyned 


Sl-ct1c, Col- with the Swiflers,& a league was made between them for ten _ & peace allo 


between D. $72zi/mendand them,which league (as before you haue heard,) was 
concluded by the K.procurement,carneſt ſute,& great expenſes,at the ſame time 


that the county of Ferrette was taken from the D.of Bargundie,& his lieutenant 
there 
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there called Peter Archambanlt beheaded at Ba(ill. The only cauſe of which incon- 
uenience proceeded of this Archambault himſelf, which furely was a ſhrewd check 
tothe Duke of Burgundy, being the very tountaine of all his other miſcries, 
Wherefore aPrince that bath late]y ioyneda lirange country to his dominions, 
ought to be circumſpe& what gouvernours he placerh there. For wheras ſubietts 
newly conquered,ought to be curteoully intreated, to haue iultice truely admi- 
niſtred,and to be better vied than vnder their former gouernment: this Archann 
bawlt did the cleane contrary,for he vied great violence and extortion, wherupon 
enſued vtter deſtruction to himlelte, his maſter,and many a good man belides. 
This league aboue mentioned made by the kings onely procurement,turned 
afterwards to his great benehite, yea greater then the world weeneth,ſo far forth 
that for my part, | accountit one of the wiſeſt deeds that euer he did,and moſt to 
the damage of his enemies. For the D.of Burgundy once deſtroyed, the king of 
France neuer found man afterward of his owne ſubiects, that durſt lift vp his 
fingeragainſt him : for they ſayled all with his wind. Wherfore it was a worthy 
exploit to ioyn D. Sigimond ot Auſtrich, and theſe new confederates in league 
with the Swiſſers, whoſe ancient enemies they had bcen : and I warrant you it 
was neuer brought to paſſe without great expenſes and many voyages. 
After the Duke of Burgundy had put the Swiſſers from all hopeof peace, 
they returned to aduertiſe their confederates thereof, and to make preparation 
for defence. The Dukeled his army intothe country of Vaulx in Sauoy, which 
the Swiſſers (as you haue heard) had taken from the Lord of Romont, There 
he wan threeor foure places belonging to Monſieur de Chaſteauguion, which 
the Swiſſers held and negligently detended. From thence bee remooued, and ,,,,..... 
hid his ſiege before a towne called Granſon,? belonging alſo to the ſaid Lord of vege before 
Chaſteauguion, within the which were eight or nine hundred Swiſlers; choice — 
men : for becauſe theplace was neere their country, they had manned it well. ,j",\,.5.v..” 
The Dukes force was reaſonable great, for diuers bands camedaily to him out of gnningthe 
Lombardy,and the Subic&s allo ofthis houſe of Sauoy were in pay with him. 7. _ 
He loued ſtrangers better than his own ſubies,notwithſtanding that he might wih 50000. 
have leuied in his owne dominions great force of good ſouldiers: but the Con- m<",nd 09, 
ſtables death together with certaine other conceits he had in his head,cauſed him !yje,y gn,” 
ro miſtruſt his owne people. Hisartillery was maruellous ſtrong, and beelay in Fwgnd, 
great pompeand triumphin his campe,to ſhew his magniticence tothe Ambatl- AS 
ſadors that came to him out of Italy and Almaine:for the which purpoſeallo hee 
had brought with him all his beſt iewels and plate, and great abundance of ail 
kinde of furniture , Moreouer he had many Jon ſies in his head touching the 
Duchy of Milan, where hetruſted ſhortly to haue great intelligence. Afcer hee 
had beſieged this towne of Granſon, and batrered it with the canon certaine 
daies, they yeelded to hismercy4,and he put them al cruelly to death.'The Swil- 
ſers wereaſlembled, but in ſmallnumber, as diuers of them have tolde me : tor c— s 
they are notable to leuy fo greatforcein their countrey as the world ſuppoleth, wyidnor 
and at that time much leſſe then now, becauſe (ithence moſt part of them have y-c14 vnlcſſe 
forſaken their husbandry and giueu themſelues to armes. Further, of their con- — 
federates few were with them, becauſe they were forced to ſuccour the place in himto his 
haſte; but ſo ſoone as they were abroadin campe, they heard of their compani- ey hue 
ons death. The Dukecontrary to their opinion whole aduiſe he asked determi- afer pur head 
ned to meetthem atthe entry ofthe mountaines wherethey yet lay, greatly to _—_ to 
his owne diſaduantage: for he was encamped ina place very well ſeared forthe 


barrel, being fortified one the one (ide with his artillery,and on the other —_ 4 
ake; 
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lake,ſothat in all appearance they could not haueendamaged him. Hee had (ent 
a hundred archers before him to keep a ftrait direly ouer againſt the mountain 
where the Swiſlers lay,and marched forward himſelfe, ard his enemies encoun- 
tred him, the greateſt partof his army being yet in theplaine. The firſt ranks of 
his men thought to retire to ioyne with the reſt; but thoſe that were behinde, 
ſuppoling theſe to flie, began to turne their backes,and by little ard little the 
Dukes armie retired towards his campe; ſome of them valiantly behauing them- 
ſelues. But to be ſhort, when they drew neere tothe campe, they neuerftood to 
defence, bur fled all 5.Sothatthe Almaines wan the Dukes campe,hisaetillerie, 
...,__, All hisrentsand pauilions,and his mensalſo, (whereof there was great abun- 
5 is barrel dance)and other riches and treaſures infinite ©: for nothing was ſaved but the 
Sx:erdsy the men onely,Moreoner the Duke loſt here all his goodly iewels, notwithſtanding, 
eons 013- in this battell were flaine onely ſeuen men otarmes;all the reſt fled, and himſclte 
Mirth as fom alſo. A man may iultlier ſay of him thar he loft this day honour and reputation, 
ty cri than of King 7obn of France, who valiantly defending himlelte, was taken priſo- 

5:1] were Der by the Engliſh men at the battell ofPoiRtiers. 
not aouc This is the firſt miſtortune thet ever bapned to this Duke: for all his other en- 
5000a10%* terpriſes turned him eyther to honor or profite.But what a deadly wound recei- 
bulicrs. Aunel, ued he this day by following his own braine, and deſpifing good aduiſe? what 
5"5- 1, Gamage receiued his houſe thereby?in how milerablecſtateis it yet. and {hall be 
Dukeloſt tha weknow not how long? how many men became his enemies, and declared them 
day was valu- ſeſues againſt him that the day before ſpake him faire, and temporized with 
c<arthree him? Andfor what quarrell beganne this war?forſooth for alode of ſheeps skins 
crovwnes. taken by the Earle of Romont from a Swiſler paſſing through his country. Sure 
Anna..berg, if God had not vtterly abandoned the Duke of Burgundie, it is not to bee 
thought he would baue put himſelfe into ſo great danger for ſo ſmall a trifle,con- 
fidering both the offers made him,and the men he bad to Co with, by vanqui- 
ſhing whom,he could obtaine neither riches nor honour. For at that time the 
Swiſlers as touching their valor were not eſteemed as they be now,and their po« 
uerty was ſo great, thata Knightof their country, who was one of their firſt 
ambaſſadors to the Duke tolde me, that amongſt diuers other reaſons he vſed to 
diſlwade him from this war, this was one : that by conquering them hee could 
gaine nothing, becauſe their country was barren and poore,and void ofal good 
priſoners,ſo far forth that he thought verily ifall their country men were taken, 
they ſhould not be ableto pay aranſome to the value ofthe ſpursand bridle bits 

in his campe. 

Butto returneto the battell : the King being immediately aduertiſed of all 
that was hapned, by the ſundry ſpies and meſſengers he had abroad in the coun- 
try, moſt ofthe which were ſtrangers; reioyced muchat theſe newes, and ſor- 
rowed onely that ſo few were ſlaine. Further, becauſe of theſe affaires,he lay at 
Lions, tothe end he might the ſooner be aduertiſed of all that hapned, and the 
better countermine all ſuch enterpriſes as the Duke had in his head.For the king 
being a wiſe Prince feared, leaſt he ſhould ioyne the Swiſſers to him by force. As 
touching the houſe of Sauoy, the Duke diſpoſed thereof as of his own: the Duke 
of Milan was in league with him: King Ree of Sicilie was fully bent to haue 
put the countrie of Prowince into his hands. So that if his affaires had received 
good ſucceſle, he ſhould haue held vnder his dominion, all that lyeth betweene 
the welt and eaſt ſeas,and haue (oe brideled the ſubietts of this realme,that they 
could haue ſtirred no _ out of France but by ſea without his permifh6:Sauoy 


Prouince,and Lorraine being vnder his ſubietion. To cuery one of theſe Prin- 
ces 
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ces the King ſentambaſfadors. The one, namely the Durtches of Sauoy was lvs {i- 
ſter,bur friend ro the Duke of Burgundy ro the vetermoſt of her power. The other, 
to wit, King Rexe of Sicily was his vnkle, who hardly gaue his ambaſfadors audi- 
ence, burreferred all martersro the Duke of Burgundy. The Kiog ſent alſo rothele 
confederates of Almaine, but with great dith 6 TA becauſe the paſſages were 
ſtopped , hee was forced'ro ſend beggers,pilgrimes, and ſuch kinde of men. The 
ſaid confederates gauc him a — , that vnleſſe hee would declare him- 
ſelfe for them,they would make peace with the Duke, and ioyne with the Burgun- 
dians againſt him: which notwithſtanding that he greatly feared; yer thoughthce 
ienot time a5yert todiſcouer himſelfe the Dukes enemy, doubting alſo leaſt fome 
of his meſſengers whom he ſcar about the country ſhould beraken, and fo all his 
praRiſes diſcoucred, 


Chap. 2. How after theonerthrow at Granſon, the Duke of Milaw, King Rene of Sicily, 
the Durhes of Savoy andothers, departed from their league with the Dake 


of Burguniy: 


deraresalceredzand withall how wiſely the King gouerned 
| his affaires. Forthis ſhall bee a my example tor young 
JY Princes that attempr fooliſh- enrerpriſes,, nor conſidering 
whatmay cnſaethereof : and defpriethe counſel of thoſe, 
whoſe aduiſe they' oughr to vie, norwithſtanding that 
themifelues' be veterly voide of allexperience. Firſt, rhe 
Duke himfetfeſenrtheLordof Contayxo the King wirh alowly andhumble meſ- 
fage,contrary both ro hisaccuſtomedmariier'androhisnature. Marke heer how 
ſaddenly he was changed eueniramomenthe defiredrhe Kingfaithfully rokeep 
che” trace, and' excuſed himſelfe for 'nor comming to the meering appointed'ar 
Auxerre. promiſing ſhortly romecrhim'there orelſe where ar his pleature. The 
Ringreccivedthe ſaid Contay very honourably, aſſuring him of all/kis demaunds : 
for as yet he thought ir not time todtelare himſelfe, becauſe he knew well the loy- 
alty of the Dukestubie&vro bee ſuch tro-their Prinee, tharbe ſhould ſoone be a- 
fore againe. "Wherefore hee was deſirous to ſee rhe'end of this war, withour gi- 
uvingoccafionro —_ party ro makepeace. Burnotwithſtanding the good en- 
rertainementrthe ing gave the ſaid Conry,yet heardthe many ſeoffes and raunts 
in therowne: for ballads were openly ſungiin the commendation of the vanqui- 
ſhers, and reproch ofhisfolly that was vanquiſhed, _-_ 
So ſoont as Caleas Diike of Milan(then living) vaderſtood of this aduenture , 
he reioycednoca lirtlethercar, norwith{tanding chat he were'the Duke of Bur- 
undies confederate: forhe wasentretitito leaguewirh him forfeare onely, ſce- 
ing the Duke ſo highly fauourcd'in Traly. Wherefore the ſaide Duke of Milan 
ſent in all haſt ro the King a cirizen of Milan, a mar 6f {malt apparance, who by 
mediation of others was dire&ed tome; and broughrme alcuterfrom the Duke : 
wherof when had aduertifed the King;he commanded meto heare his meſſage. 
Fot he would npr giuehim audience himſelfe, becauſche was diſpleaſed with che 
Duke of Milan for abandoning his league with him, to encer intoconfederacy 
with the Duke of Burgundy), and the'rather for tharhis wife was the Queenes 
ſiſter. The ſaid 'ambaſſadors meſſage was, that his Maſter the Duke of Milan was 


aduertiſed tharthe King andthe Duke of Burgundy 'ſhould meetro conclude a 
; finall 


EZ 


_— 
—— 


( 
| | 
| 
| 
[ 
þl 
* 
i 


142 THE FIFTH BOOKE: OF 


finallpeace and a league greatly to his Maſters diſcontentation , agddiuers (leg- 
derreaſons he alleaged to diflwade the King from the conclufion thereof. Bur 
his laſt perſwaſion was, that if the King would be baund to make neither peace 
nor truce with the Duke of Burgundic, his Maſter would preſently giue him 
100000. ducats. VVhen the King heard the ſubſtance of his ambaſſage,hee cau- 


{cd him co come to his preſence,my ſelte only being with-him,and ſaid thus briefly, 


vato him: Heerc is Monſeur d'Argenton that aduertileth me thus and thus - tell 


your Maſter I will none of his money; for I-leuic once in a yeere thriſe asmuch as. 


he. And astouching peace or war, | willdiſpoſe thereof at my pleaſure bur it your 

Maſter repent him that he hath forſaken his league with mee, to enter into confe- 

deracy with the Duke of Burgundy, tell him I am contented that the league be- 

eweene vs (hall continue as it was firſt concluded. The ambaſſadorgaue him moſk 

humble thanks, perceiving him by his anſwer to be no couctous Prince, and deli- 

red that it would pleaſe him to cauſe the ſaid league berweene him and his Ma- 

ſKerto be proclaimed in manner and forme as it was firſt concluded, faying,that he 

had power to binde his Maſter thereunto. The King was contented, and after 

dinner it was proclaimed, and ambaſſador forthwith diſpatched to Milan , where 

the league was againe proclaimed with great ſolemniry. This is one blow aduer- 

ſitie gaue the Duke of Burgundy : for heere is one mighty Prince ſuddenly fallen 

from him ; who had ſent a great and ſolemne ambaſſage to enter intoleague with 
 himbutthree weckes before. 

King Rene of Sicilic was purpoſed to make the Duke of Burgundy his heire, 

and ro pur Proucnce into his hands, ſo farre forth that Monſeurde Chaſteauguion 

that now is , and diuers others were already gone into Picmont with 20000, 

crownes to leuie mento take poſleſſionof the ſaid country for the Duke of Bur- 

gundy : but vpon the newes of this overthrow they fledde,, and hardly faued 

themſclues ; and as touching their money, the Lord of Breſle being then in thoſe 

parts'rooke it. The Duchefſe of Sauoy hearing theſe newes ſent worde thereof 

immediately to King Reve of Sicilic , exrenuating the oucrthrow,, and willing 

him. to be of; good checre, notwithſtanding this ſmall lofle : but her meſſengers 

becing Prouincials were intercepted , and thereby King Rees praCtiſe with the 

Duke of Burgundy diſcouered. Whereupon the King ſent forces:ro the fron 

: For Pro» tircgof Prouince *,and ambaſſadors to the King of Sicilie, deliringhim to. come. 

ucncewas to him and aſſuring him of goodentertainment, which it hee refuſed ro doe, hee 

EI the rhreatned by force to preuent this-inconuenience. Wherefore in the ende the 

Fraunce, and King of Sicilie agreed torepaireto Lions tothe King, where he was honourably 

reereforethe recciued and well feaſted.. 1 was with the Kingand heard the wordes. thatpaſſed 

ſafer his ene- berweene them ar their firſt meeting : which being ended, lob» Croſſe Seneſchall 

+ A og of Prauence, a worthy gentleman ard of a good houſc inthe Realmegt Naples, 

topoſſifies, aid thus to theKing, Sir, you muſt nor maruell if the King my Maſter your. 

Vncleoffered ra make the Duke of Burgundy his heyre:; forhee was counlelled 

thercunto by his ſeruants, elpecially by my ſelfe, becauſe you becing his ſiſters 

ſonhe and his nephew, haue done him, ſo great wrong, in raking from him the 

caſtles of Bar and Angiers,and handled him (oil in all hys;ather aftairgs, Where- 

foxe we meantto enter into this pratiſe with the Duke of Burgundy-, tothe ende 

that you hearing theſe newes might endeuour pou ſelfe to repaireche iniurigs 

you habe donevs, and acknowledge inghe: end the king our maſter to bee your 

Vacle; but wee never mindedto bringxhistreaty to afull concluſion.. The king 


being a wiſe Prince tookethis praiſe in good Parts which the (aid: John Cofſe vt 


c was the onely contriuer thereot.. 


tered indeed ſimply asit was meant, for higale , 
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In ſhort ſpace all conrrouerſies berween them were'ended, ahd:inoney was gi- 
ven to the King of Sicilie and his ſeraanrs, Further; the Kingftcaftcd him with the 
Ladics,and vſcd himin all points according to his ownetwmour. as neete 25 he 
could.and of the Duke of Burgundy no more mention was made, bur hee was 
vetetly abandoned of King Rene. This is. another miſhap that. enſucd this ſmall 
aduerſity. Y 8 
The Duches alſo of Sauoy who of long time was thought great enemy to the 
Xing her brother,ſent one Monſeur de(Aontaigyi (who was agdrefied to mee) 
with a ſecret meſſ#geto reconcile her lelfe tothe King, alleaging divers reaſons 
why ſhee was fallen our with him, and whercin:ſhee ſtood inteare of bim. Not- 
withſtanding ſhe was a very wiſe Lady andthe Kings ſiſter idecd: fot ir appca- 
red that ſhee meant to temporize as hie did; to fee what would happen further to 
the Duke before ſhe would abandon him. The King gaue het berter words than 
he was accuſtomed, and ſent the meſſengers very'good anſweres by me, willin 
him to deſire his Miſtres to come into France; 'and thus her man was diſpatched: 
Sec here another of the Duke of Burgundics coofederates, prattiling to forfake 
him.Beſides this,throughthe whole country of Almaine enemies beganneto de- 
Clare themſelues againſthim,and all the Imperiall\rownes as Nurem rg,Franc- 
fort and diuers others,ioyned themſelyes with theſe olde and new confederates 
of Swiſſerland : ſo that all the world ſcemed tobe perſwaded the doing of him 
harme to be good ſcruiceto God: '+ 1 | | 
. The ſpoiks ofhis campe- enriched /maruelloully theſe poore Swiſlers. who at 
thefirſt knew not What treaſures werefallen incotheirhands, eſpecially thoſe of 
ctheruder ſort: one ofthe goodlieſt andricheſt pauilivns inthe world was torrie 
all ro peeces. There werethar folde amumber of filuerplares and diſhes for two 
fouſe a peece, ſuppoſing them to bee perrer; The Dukes great diamond: being 
the goodlieſt icwell in Chriſtendome, at the which-hung a grear orient pearle, 
was taken vp by a Swifſer, who puvit againe imothobox where ic was kepr; and 
threw it vnder a cart, but after returneqto fecke ity.and folde'icro a Prieft for 2 
uldon, whoſent it tothe Lords ofthtir country; of:whom hee rcceined: thits 
ankes for ie, They wan alſo three goodly ballasrubles;called thethcec brethren; 
becauſe they were in all points like and. rothergtearballaisrubic; called Laborte 
with a y ſtone called cheround ball -of Flaunders, the greareſt aid faireſt 
ſtones in the wotld.Ocher infinire crealners they gained alfoz which ſince /hane 
taught them toknow what is money worth; Further, the 'vitorics they haue 
obtained, rhe atcount the King made of them euer after, and the ſummes of mo- 
ney he beſtowed vpon themghaue maruellouſly enriched them: - Every Ambaſe | 
fidor of theirs that cameto him at the beginning of! theſe wars, receiucd goodlie 
preſents ofhim cytherin money orplate, whereby he! affwaged'the diſpleaſure 
they had conceiued againſthim for nordeclaringhimfelſe the Dake of Burgun. 
dies enemy for he ſcent them home well contented; with fall purſes and cloathed 
in ſilkes an&veluets. Then beganhee ao to promiſe them 2 yecrely penſion 
of 40000. guldons, which afterward hee truely paid 6;bur'the ſecond bartell was 
paſt firſt. Of chis penſiontwenty thouſand guldons were forthe townes, and 
ether twenty thouſand forthe governours ofthe rownes. - And [thinke verily, f 
ſbould notlie,ifIfaid that berweene thefirſt barrell, of Granſon and the king our 
Maſters death, theſe rownes and gouernours of the Swiſſers receiued onr of 
Fraunce aboue a millionof florens. When Tnametownes; I mcan but theſe 
fowre: Berne, Lucerne, Friburge and Zurich,rogetherwith their cantons ſiruare 
in the mountaines. Swiſle alſo is one ofticir cantons though bur a village.Y er 
| | have 
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haue ſcen an ambaſſador of thar village clothed in very ſimple apparell give his 
aduiſe in cuery matter as well as any of the reſt. The other two cantons are called 


Solcurre and Yaderwalde: 


Chap. 3 How the Swiſſers venhuiſbed the Duke of Burgundy in battell neere | 
to the towne of Moras., 


.Ow to returnero the Duke of Bargundie, he leuicd men on 
Pc all {ides, fo that within three weckes hee had aſſembled a 
mighty army : for a great number of his ſouldiers that fled 
— the bartrell, repaired againe to his campe, Heelay 
at Loſannc * in Sauoy,(where you my Lord of Vicuna) ally 
& fied him with your counſell ina dangerous (ickneſle, bee was 
Wa # fallen into, for ſorrow and griefe of the difhonour hee had 
O_IEE " recciued, which ſo much altered him, that I thinke after this 
ſerer,and then battell of Granſon, his wits were neuer ſo freſh, nor ſo geod as betore *, Of this 
to Loſann2. new army heuowleuied, Ipeake vpon the Prince of Tarents report, who made 
> This proo- Felation thereof to the King in my preſence. For you ſhall vnderſtand that the 
uech borh- ſajd Prince about a yeare before the batrell, was cometothe Duke of Burgun- 
Rees, die with a goodly traine,in hopeto marry his daughter and heire. And notwith- 
& «ninen /e- ſtanding that his behauiour, apparrell and traine ſhewed hima indeede to bee a 
Jo ner.” Kings onne, and hisfarher the King of Naples, to haue ſpared no coſt in ſerring 
whichprocee- him forth : yer did the Duke bur diſlemble with him, and fedde artthe felfe ſame 
deth of the time with faire promiſes the Duches of Sauey putting berin hope ofthis marti- 
| ras age ofher ſonne. Wherefore the Prince ef Tarente called Don Fredericke of Atr- 
the minde and rapon and his Counſcll miſliking theſe delayes, ſent ro the King our Maſter a He— 
pody,rn;  raultofarmes,a wile fellow, who humbly beſought him to graune the Prince his 
writeth thus: ſafe condut topaſſe through his Realme xo the King his father, who had ſent for 
Longinq«u him, which he caſily obcained of the King,becauſcir ſeemed to tend to the Duke 
mores prorſun Of Burgundics diſhonour and diſcredit, ' Notwithſtanding before the Princes 
immutavit. rmefſenger returned to his Maſter, a grexrnumber of theſe confederate rownes 
were aſſembled and encamped hard by thoNNuke of Burgundy. The ſaid Prinee 
obeying the va commandemegt, tooke his leaue of the Duke the 
night before the ſecond battell was fought, for at the firſt he was preſent, and be- 
haued himſelfe like a valiant gentleman. Some ſay (my Lord of Vienna) thathes 
vſed your aduiſe herein : for when he was here with the King, I have heard borh 
him and the Duke of Aſcoly, commonly called the Earle Jul19, and divers other 
affirme, that you wrote in Italy of the firſt'and ſecond battell, and rolde what 
The Duke ſhould enſue thereof, long before they were fought. " | 
faid bis iege— Atthe Princes departure great forces of theſe confederate towns were incam- 
I OEY ped (as [ haue ſaid) hard by the Duke of Burgundie,and came to, give himbat- 
ch Mwy- tell, meaning ro leuy the ſiege he held before Morat 3,2 little townneere to Bera, 
ren)che 9.0? belonging to the Earle of Romont. Theſaid rownes had in their army (as ſome 
with ——_—_ that were at the battell haue informed me)35000anen, whereof fower thouſand 
CY werehorſemen, the reſt foetemen well choſen and well armed; that is to ſay 
he T1000.pikes, L0000.halbards, and 10000. harquebuſiers. Their whole force 
Swiſlers alſo was not yet aſſembled, and theſc onely fought the bartell, neyther needed any 
1 42D. More helpe, TheDuke ofLorraine arriucd at their campe alittle before the 
had bucz 4000 batrell,with ny {mall craine, which his comming turned afterward to bis 


= = Sril- grear profit : for the Duke of Burgundy held then all his country , anda happy 
curn 
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turne it was for him that they waxed weary ofhim in our Court.as all thoſe that 
maintainea nobleman ouerthrowen' viſually doe ; notwithſtanding he neuer vn- 
derſtood thus much. The King gave. him aſraall larmme vf money ; and ſent a 
good troupe of men of armes to conueigh him fate through-Loxrgine;z who 
brought him to the trontiers of Almaine, and then returned home. This Duke 
of Lorraine had not onely loſt his Duchie of Lorraine, the County of Vande» 
ment, and the greateſt part of Bacrois (the reſt being withheld from him by the 
King, ſo that he had nothing left :) but his ſubieRts alſo, yea his hou{hold ſer- 
uants had voluntarily done bomageto the Duke of Burgundie : fothat bis eſtate 
ſeemed almolt irrecouerable. Notwithſtanding God remaineth alwaies iudge + 
to determine ſuch cauſes at his pleaſure. | 
After the Duke of Lorraine was paſſed through Lorraine into Almaine, and 
had iourneied a few daies, he arrived at the Almaines campe with (mall force 
three or fower howers before the battell began : which voiage (as before] haue 
faid) turned to his great honor and prot ; for if his ſucceſle had been bad, I 
thinke he ſhould have tound but cold entertainment in any place. At the very 
inſtant that hearriued, the battels marched on both ſides. For the confederates 
had lien in campe three daies or more ina ſtrong place hard by the Duke of Bur- 
gundie, who was at the very firſt diſcomfited and pur to flight : neither had he 
ſo good lucke heere as in the former battell , wherein he loft but ſeuen men of 
armes ; which hapned becauſe the Swiflers- had then no horſemen : bur at this 
battell neere to Morat ( whereof I now ſpeake) they had fower thouſand horſe- 
men well mounted, the which purſued fercely the Burgundians that fled. Fur- 
ther, their battell of footmen ioyned alſo withthe Dukes battell , which was 
mighty and ſtrong : for belides great force of his owne ſubiets, and certaine 
Engliſh men that ſerued him ; divers bands were newly come to him out of 
Piemontand the Duchie of Milan. So that the Prince of Tarenteat his beeing 
heere with the King told me, that he neuer ſaw in his life ſo goodly an armie: for 
himſelfe and divers others by his commandement numbring the forceas it paſ- 
ſed ouer a bridge, had told to the number of 23000. ſoldiers raking pay, belides 
thoſe that followed the armie and were appointed to ſerue at theartilleriezwhich 
force methinke was great, notwithſtanding that many talke of millions, and re- 
portthey wot not what, making armies hue times greater than thePare, T he 
Lord of Contay who cameto the King immediately after the batrell, confeſſed + 
in my hearing, thatthe Duke his Maſter loſt there 8000. ſoldiers taking pay, be- 
ſides the ſtraglers : ſo that the whole number of the dead (for ought I couldeuer 
learneto the contrary ) amounted to 5 1 800H. which is not incredible, conlide- FOR 
ring both the great force of horſemen that diuers Princes of Almaine bad there .:700.owbers 
and alſo the great number of men that were ſlaine inthe Dukes campe, lying 3<000. andof 
ſtill atthe ſiege before Morat®. The Duke fled into Burgundie vtter| diſcomfi- ;,". — 
ted, and not withoutcavſe ; and held himſelfe cloſe in a trowne called La Riviere, Gith the Duke 
where he aſſembled all the forces hecould. The Swiſſess followed the chaſe but ——_ 


that night, and then retired without further purſuit of their enimies. ynderſtan- 
ding of this 


place, we moſt knowthat after the Dukes vavard ws overthrowen, they within Morat iſſued forth and inyned withthe Duke 
of Lorraine, and entred perforce the Duke of Burgundies campe lying before the ſaid tovene of Morat , where they made a great 
{lughter, as our Author hcere maketh mention. 
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Chap. 4 How after thebattell of Marat the Duke of Burgundie tooke the Duche(ſe of 


| Sano}, and how ſhew «s delivered and [ext bore into hir country by the Kings 
FL SEE. His misfortune draue the Duke into vtter defpaire : forhe 
= Fg. wellperceiued by the ſequele of the firſt batrell at Granſon 


Kg (berweent the which andthis ſecond there was but three 

7 + 10pn-4gg | 3 yo weekes ſpace ©) that all his friends would abandon him. 
ſelfe that j< Wherefore by theaduiſe of thoſe that wereabout him, he 

' Printer hath $M) made the Ducheſle of Sauoy and one of hir children now 


Foult,and # Duke of Sauoy,to be led by force into Burgundie : but hir 
thatheſe be eldeſt ſonne was conueied away by certaine of hir ſcruants 3 for thoſe that com- 
1 196} mitted this outrage did it in great feareand vpona ſudden, The cauſe that moo- 
mm). For ued the Duke heereunto was partly feare, lealt the Ducheſſe ſhould retire to the 
the bareelot King hir brother ; and partly becauſe all theſe misfortunes were happened to 
Gugheche :. him (as hefaid) for ſuccouring this houſe of Sauoy. Thus was the Ducheſſe led 
of March or to the caſtell of Rouure neereto Dyion,where a ſmall garde was appointed ouer 
Ap.,an hir. Notwithſtanding every body that would , went to viſit hir, and among 
the 22.0tTune others the Lord of Chaſteauguion , and the Marqueſle of Rotelin that now are, 
which is = betweenthe which two, and two ofthe Ducheſſes daughters, the Duke of Bur- 
> hn gundicendeuored to make two marriages, which afterward were accompliſhed. 
weekes, and Hir eldeſt ſonne called Philibert then Duke of Sauoy, was led by thoſe that ſtole 
__ him away, to Chambery, where the Biſhop of Geneua lay, who was alſo of the 
moneths , and houſe of Sauoy. This Bithop wasaltogether,giuen ro ſloth and wantonneſle, 
ſo allo 47" and governed wholy by a Knight of-the Rhodes *: burthe King ſo praftiſed 
repore che With him, and the Knight his governor, that they put into his hands the ſaid 
time. Duke of Sauoy, and a little brother of his, called Ze Prothonoftaire, together with 
2 The Fene® the caſtels of Chambery and Montmelian, and held alſo to the Kings vic another 
maxdeur d: Caſtell where all the Ducheſles iewels lay. When the Ducheſſe was come to 
| Rouure accompanied with all hir women, and a great number of hir ſeruants z 
leris, looke [he perceiuing the Duke of Burgundie to be bulied in leuying men, and thoſe 
nchenores that garded hir not to ſtand in ſuch feare of their Maſter as they were accutto- 
—Antager med : determined to ſend to the King hir brother to reconcile hirſelfe ro him, 
che 7. booke. and to deſire him to delwer hir out of this thraldome. For notwithſtanding 
that ſhe feared much to fall into his hands, becauſe of the great and long hatred 

that had been between them : yerthe miſery wherein ſhe was , forced hirin the 
endthereunto. Wherefore ſhe ſent ro him a gentleman of Piemont called Rive- 

rol being ſteward of hir houſe , who was dire&ted to me. VVhen I had heard his 
meſſageand aduerrtiſed the King thereof, he commanded him to come to his 

reſence : and after he had giuen him audience, anſwered, that he would not for- 

fake his ſiſter in this extremitie notwithſtanding their former variance : and thar 

if ſhe would enter into league with him, he would ſend for hir by the gouernour 

of Champaigne, called Maſter Charles of Amboiſe Lord of Chaumont. The 

ſaid Riveroltooke his leaue of the King, and returned with ſpecd to his Miſtreſle, 

who reioyced much ar this newes. Notwithſtanding ſhee ſent yet againeto the 

King vpon the returne of the firſt meſſage, to deſirea ſafe condu and aſſurance 

therein, that ſhe ſhould depart out of Fraunce into Sauoy, and that the Duke 

hir ſonneand his little brother, together with the places which the King held, 


ſhould be reſtored to hir : and further that he would helpe to maintaine ws au- 
thoritie 


#-x-#.x- 5-1 OED EE PPT. OWE BY WW ECT TIO 


PHILIRDE CQMMINIES. 147 
thoritiein Sauoy; and ſhe for hir part would forſake all confederacies, and enter 
igto lkqguewih him. Allthg which birrequelt, che King graated,and immedi- 
acely {nr a.man purpplely rothefaid Lord of Chaumonrtabque thigenterpriſe : 
the which was well deuiled and executed accordingly. Fer:the aid Lord of 
Chaumont, went himſelte peaceably through the country with a good band of 
men to Rouure, trom whence heledthe Dudbeſſe of Saugy and all hirzraine to 
che next place of the, Kangs, dominions; Beforguzhe, diſparch of the Dyckſe 
laſt mellenger,rhe King, was dapaxzed from Lionsgwhete he had lien halfea yeere 
co WIT couertly the Duke,of Burgundies;enrerpriſes wirhout bacaking 
the truce, Bur if a, man-conlider well the Dukeseftare, theKing madehatpþer 
war vpon bim by letting him rua bimſelke out pt breath ,, and privily. fitting v 
enimics again(t him,; than if he þad openly proclaimed war For-immediate 
vpon the proclamatign,, the Duke would haue relinquiſhed hisenterpriſe , and 
wy all theſe milhaps had neuer fallen vpon him. - 3 9! £53: 1:i910 bavoinig 

The King being departed trom Lions continued ſtill bis-iourricy, aod/from 
Rouuenne went downethe riuer of Loire to Tours, whers at his arriuall he re- 
cciued newes of his liſters lihertie  whereat he tejoyced nor alittle, andſent for 
hir with all ſpeed to. came to him,, and gatieorder tor bir. charges vypon:the.way'; 
Moreouer, when the drew neere, heſent a greatcompanyiof Gentleniengo wait 
vpon hir, and went himſelte to receive hir as-farre as the gate of Pleſhadu:;Parc; 
whereatthcir firlt meeting with a merry countenancehe-ſaid vato hirgLady.of 
Burgundie you are hartily, welcome. Then ſhe knowing by his countenance 
that hie did but ſport, made him a wiſe anſwer, ſaying.'' Sir 4 am a trueFrengh 
woman, and ready tg. obey youin all you ſhall command., The King ked-hirto 
hir chamber, where ſhe was very honorably entertained. i Frue iris thathe deſi» 
red to fend hir home as ſpeedily as might be, ,whereof ſhe was no lefle (defirous 
than he : for (he wasa very, wilewoman, and they were well acquainted the our 
with the others conditions, The whole charge of this matrer was committed to 
me, firſt to prouide money todetray;hirin hinrerurne: ſecondarily,toſtek (lkes 
and veluets for hir ;.and laſtly t@purn writing thearticles gf their-new. league 
andamitie. Moreoyer, the King endeuored to diſſwade hir from the mariggeot 
hir two daughters aboue mentioned; bug ſhe made hir excuſe by the davghrers 
themſelues, who were.obltinate therein : which when theKing perceitig., he 

eelded vntothem , and in mine.opinion they, were well-beſtowed....Afer the 
Ducheſſe had ſoviourned at. Pleihs ſeauen or eight, dates ; the Kipgand {hgſware 
thence forth to be friends each go.gther, and,writings touching thejramigie were 
mterchan eably delivered berween,them;, which done, the-Duchelſletowke hir 
leave bf the King, who anldby, Pely to, be conueighed into hir ownecaua- 
try, and reſtored vyto bir, hir cb1 we , All che places tharwere in his hands, gll 
hir iewels;and all chat helongedrgq hir., They were both glad of rheirdeparture, 
and lived euer after as brother _ ter till cheirdeath.; 
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Chap, " Hew the Duke of Burgundic lived as it were ſolutarily the ſpace of certaine 
+ -! ..- weekes , during the which time the Duke of Lorraine reconered bus towne 
\ » of Nancy. 


az Vt to proceed this hiſtorie, I muſt now returne co the D. 
DV of Burgundie, who after the battellof Morat, which was 
"inthe yeere 1476. fled to the frontiers of Burgundic and 

-' kept himſelfe cloſe ina town called La Riuiere ; where he 
lay more than fix weeks with intent to leuie yet agother 
army ,wherin notwithſtanding he proceeded but (lowly : 
for he lined as it were ſolitarily,in tuch fort that all his do- 
| ub ings ſeemed (as you ſhall heereafter perceme) rather to 

proceed of obſtiyacie than any reaſon. For thegriefe he had conceiued of the firlt 
overthrow at Granſfon ſo inwardly vexed him,rhart he fell into a dangerous lick- 

neſſe.z which ſoaltered his complexion, that whereas before his choler and natu- 

rall heat was ſo great thathe drankeno wine, but Tyſan every morning ordina- 

rily, andaateconferue of roſes to refreſh him : now this ſorrow and griete had fo 

much weakned his ſpirits, that hewas forced to drinke the ſtrongeſt wine with- 

out water, that could be gotten. And further ; toreduce the bloud to the hearr, 

his Phifitions were faine to put burning flax into boxing glaſſes , and foro ſer 

chem'on his breaſt neereto the heart, Of this ſicknes (my Lord of Vienna) you 

cn better write than my ſelfe, becauſe all the time therof you were continually 

with hits coaſkiſt him with your aduiſe, and 'cauſed himalſoto ſhauchis beard, 

which before he warelong. But in mine opinion after this ſicknes his wits were 
neuer ſofreſh as before, but much weakned and decaicd. Such arethe paſſions of 

choſe thar being fallen into great misfortunes ſeeke nor the true remedies, eſpeci- 

ally ofproud and difdainfull Princes. For inſtich a caſe the beſt and foucraigneſt 
remedyisto haue recourſe to God,to bethinkeour ſelues ifwe haue inany point 

offended him , to hnmble our ſelues before hith, and roacknowledge our faults : 
forheitisthar determineth theſe cauſes,and to him no man may impute aty er- 
rori'!The-ſecond remedie in ſuch a caſe is toconfer with ſome familiar Fiend , to 

reveale boldly vnto him all our paſſions, and not to be-aſhamed to vtrer our 
gricfeto'our deerefriend : forthat eaſeth and comforteth the minde, and by ral- 
kingthitsm connſell with a fairhfull friend,the ſpirits recouer their former vertue 

and ſetipth.- The third remediein ſuch a caſes to fall ro ſome exerciſe and bo- 
dilyfabgur: tor ſeeing weare men, ſich penfinieneſſe and griefe cannot be paſſed 

1 Cardanw giv OWCF Without grear pafhons either publike or priuat *. But the Duke tooke rhe 
cnn homanat6 cleanecontrary courſe, for he hid himſelfeand'kept him(elfe ſolitary ; wheras he 
% purex;ons {10V1d have put ro flight all ſach melancholike auſterity.” Further, becauſe he 
of ſorrow: fa- was a terrible Princeto hisferuants,, nonedurſt preſame rogiue him counſell or 
ſung, w©- comfort, bur ſuffered him to follow his owne ſenſe, fearing if they had gone a- 

PSS” boutto perſwade with him, it might haue turned them to diſpleaſure. 

During this ſixe weekes ſpace or there about that he ſoiorned at LaRiuicre 
with ſmall force, (which was no maruell hauing loſt two fo great battels) many 
newenimies aroſeagainſt him , his friends fell[from him , his ſubie&s being de- 
feated and diſcomfited began to murmureand deſpiſe him , which is a thing 
vſuall (as before I haue ſaid) in ſuch aduerſities. Further, many places in Lor- 
raine wereeither razed or woon from him,namely Vaudemont, Eſpinall,and di- 
uers others, & on euery {ideenimies prepared to inuade him, and the miſerableſt 

ſlaues 
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(lanes were the hardieſt.In this hurliburly the Duke of Lorraine aſſembled a ſmall 
force and came before Nancy : of the little rowges thereabout he held the grea- 
reſtpart ; notwithſtanding the Burgundians kept ſtill Pent-a-mouflon tower 
leagues diſtant from Nancy, 

Among thoſe that were beſieged within the ſaid rowne of Nancy , was 2 wor- 
ſhipfull knight called Monſcurde Beures of the houſe of Croy,who had vnder him 
certaine harquebuſiers ; withinthe rowne was alſo an Engliſh Capraine though 
bur of meane parentage , yet very valiant called Colp;n *, whom my leltepreter- , 11;. cy, 
ed with certaine orhers of the garriſon of Guiſnes ro the Dukes ſervice. This the nw copy 
Co'/phin had within the towne vnder his charge a band of three hundred Engliſh © _ _ 
men, the which grew weary of the ſiege (though they were troubled neither 1;a. hue the 
with battery nor approches ) becauſe the Duke made no more haſt to ſuccour ld £*/pin,s: 
them. Andrtoſaythe truth, hee committed a foule ouerlight, in that hee appro- , 7 ett 
chednoneerer to Lorraine, bur lay thus in aplace farre off, and where he could pm,wheretore 
doc no ſeruice : ſich ic ſtood him more vpon to defendchat hee had already got- | _ _— 

. * . ; . . qd to wnen 

ten, then toinvade the Swiffers in hope to reuenge his loſſes. But his obſtinacy ir according 
turned him to great inconucnience,in that he would aske no mans aduiſe , bur '9theolde, 
eruſted wholly to his owne braine : tornotwith(tanding that they that were be-*"'/* 
fieged, continually and earneſtly (oilicited him to ſuccourtheplace z yerlayhee 
ſtill vpon noneceſſity,ar the ſaid cown of Riniere ſixe weeks or thereabout;wher- 
as if hee had done otherwiſe, hee might eaſtly hauc relceued the rowne. For 
the Duke of Lorraine had no force betore ir,and by defending the country of Lor- 
raine the paſſage from his other ſeniories into Burgundy ſhould euer haue beene 
open through Luxemburg and Lorraine. Wherefore if his wittes had beene 
ſuch then as before time I had knowne them, hee would ſure hauc vſcd greater 
diligence. 

During the time that they within Nancy looked daily for ſuccours, Colpin 
aboue mentioned, Captaine of the Engliſh band within the rowne, was flaine 
wich 2 cannon ſhot greatly to the Duke of Burgundies preiudice. For the pre- 
ſence of one man alone endued with vertue and wiſedome, though but of baſe 
race and »acentage, ofcentimesdeliuercrh his maſter from great inconueniences. 
Astouching rhe which point commend aboue all others the wiſdome of the 
King our ma{ter: tcr neuerPrince fearcd ſo much the loſſe of his men as hee did. 
Co{v1mbcing thus flaine , the Engliſh men within the rowne began to mutinie 
and de(paire of ſuccours: for neither knew they of howſmall power the Duke 
of Lorraine was, nor what goodly mcanes the Duke of B urgundy had to leuie 
new forces. Further, becauſe of longtime the Engliſh men had made no warres 
out of their owneRealme,they vnderſtood not what the ſiege ofa rowne meant. 
Wheretore they refolued in the end to parlament, and tolde Monſeur de Bewres 
captaine of the rowne, {that ifhee would nor fall ro compoſition with the Duke 
of Lorraine, they would compound without him. He notwithſtanding, that hee 
were atruſty knight lacked courage, and fell to intreatics and periwaſtons,wher- \ Naa 
a3in mine opinion ſtouter language would better haue prevailed: but God had ,.c14:4thes, 
al:erdy diſpoſed hereof. It rhe rowne had beene held bur three dayes longer, it of Oftober, 
hid beene releeued. To conclude, the (aid de Beures agreede to the Engliſh #9 
men, and yeelded the place tothe Duke of Lorraine* :and ſo deyarted he,and al 
that were within it with bag and baggage. 

Thenext Cay or at the furtheſt within two daies after the towne was yeelded, 
the Duke of Burgundy arriued there well accompanied, conſidering his eſtate : 


tor certaine bands were come to him from Luxembgurg, which had beene 
O 3 leuigd 
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levied in his other ſeniories. Before Nancy the Duke of Lorraine and hee met ; 
but no great exploit was done, becauſe the Duke of Lorraines force was ſmall. 
The faid Duke of Burgundie continuing ſtill his former enterpriſe, determined 
to lay ſiege before Nancy : wheretore better it had been for him not to haue de- 
laide ſo long vpon ſelte-will the ſuccouring of the town. But God gineth ſuch 
extraordinary minds to Princes, when he is purpoſed to alter their good ſuc+ 
ceſle. If the Duke would haue followed good aduiſe, and manned well the (mall 
places about the towne, he might calily in ſhort ſpace haue recouered it : for it 
was vnfurniſhed of vituals,and he had men ynow, yea, too many to haue held 
it in great diſtreſle. In the meane time he might commodiouſly haue retrelhed 
and repaired his army, but he rooke the contrary courle. 


Chap. 6. Of the Earle of Campobaches great treaſons, and how he: kept the Duke of 
Burgundy from bearing a gentleman that would haue reuealed them ro him 
before he was put to death,and how the ſaid Duke made no account of the ad- 
wertiſement the King ſent him, 


Vring the time the Duke of Burgundie held before Nan- 
cy this ſiege, vnfortunateto himlclte, roall his ſubieRs, & 
to many others, whom this quarrell no way concerned:di- 
uers of his men beganneto practiſe his deſtruction, For( as 
you have heard) many enemies were now riſen againſt him 
on all ſides, and among others Nicholas Earle of Campoba- 
che in the realme of Naples, whence he was baniſhed for 
the houſe of Anious fation. This Earl after the death of N5- 
cholas Duke of Calabria whom he ſerued, having as I ſaid before neither landes 
nor living, was received with diuers others of the ſaid Duke of Calabrias ſer- 
uants, into the Duke of Burgundies houſe, whoat his firſt comming delivered 
him 40000.ducatsin preſt to goe into Italy, to leuy rherewith fower hundred 
launces that were vnder the ſaid Earles charge,and paid by himſelte, From the 
which day forward,cuen till this preſent he ever ſought his Maſters deſtruRtion, 
andnow ſeeing him in this aduerlity,began to prattiſe a freſh againſt him, both 
with the Duke of Lorraine,and alſo with certaine of the Kings Captaines, and 
ſeruants that lay in Champaigne,neere to the Dukes campe. To the Duke of 
Lorraine he promiſed fo to order the matter,that this ſiege ſhould take no effet 
For he would finde meanes that ſuch things as were neceſſary both for the liege 
and battery ſhould be lacking : which promiſe hee was well able to pertorme, 
for the principall charge thereof was committed to him ; neither had any man 
ſo greatauthority in the army vnder the Duke of Burgundy as he. Bur his pra- 
Riſes with the Kings captaines touched the quicke neerer : for hee continually 
promiſed them either to kill his Maſter, or take him priſoner, demaunding for 
recompence thereof the charge oftheſe foure hundred launces, twenty thou- 
ſand crownes to be delivered him in ready money,and ſome good Earledom in 
France. 

While this Earle was praiſing theſe treaſons,certaine ofthe D. of Lorraines 
gentlemen attempted to enter the towne of Nancy.Some of the which entred 
and ſome were taken, among whom was one Cifron a gentleman borne in Pro- 
vence, who was the onely man that entertained theſe praFtiſes between the Earl 
of Campobache,and the ſaid Duke of Lorraine. TheD.ot Burgundy preſentlie 


commanded the ſaid Cyfrow ro be banged, alleagingrhat by the law of _ 
alter 
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after a Prince hath laid hisfiege before aplace and made his barterie, if any man 
atrempt to enter to comfort thoſe that are beſieged hee ought rodye. Yer is this 
law notpractiſed inour warres which are much crueller then the wars of Italie or 
Spaine where it isput in vſe. Bur law or no law, the Duke would in 2ny wile that 
this gentleman ſhould die,who ſeeing no remedy,ſent word to the Vuke thar ifit 
would pleaſe him to giue him audience hee would reucale aſecrer ro him that 
rouched his life ; whereof certaine gentlemen to whom hee vrtered this ſpeech 
went to aduertiſe the Puke : with whom at their arriuall chey found the Earle of 
Campobache,come thither either by chance or of purpole to be alwaies at hand, 
fearing leaſt Cifrop whom he knew to be taken thould reucale all his conſpiracies: 
for he was priuy tothem all; and that was indeed the ſecret he would hauereuea+ 
led. The Duke made anſwer to theſe Gentlemen that brought him this meſſage, 
that hee vſcd this delay onely to ſaue his lite, commaunding him to open the 
matter tothem : vypon which word the Earle of Campobache laid hold , perſwa- 
ding the Duke that it ſhould bee beſt. For you (hall vnderltand that none of the 
Dukes counſell,neither any other perſons were preſent with him at the debating 
of this matter, bur his Earle onely who had charge ofthe whole army, and a Sc- 
cretary that was writing. The priſoner anſwered that hee would vtter it to no 
man bur to the Duke only : whereupon the Duke commanded him againe to be 
led toexecution,and ſo he was. But vpon the way thitherward, hee defired divers 
gentlemen to entreat the Duke their Maſter for him affirming this to bee ſuch a 
ſecret as the Duke would not for a Duchy but know, Many that were acquaihred 
with him pitied him, & went to deſire the Duke co vouchſafe him the hearing.Butr 
this traiterousEarle, who kept the Dukes chamber (being of timber) ſo ſtraijghtly 
that no man mightenterin : refuſed the doreto theſe Gentlemen, ſaying that the 
Duke had commanded him to be hanged with ſpeedezand further ſentdiuers meſ- 
ſengers to the Prouoſt to haſten the execution. Thus was this Cifro» hanged ro 
the Duke of Burgundies greatpreiudice, and better had ir beene for him to haue 
vſedlefſe cruclty,and gently to haue heard this Gentleman;which it he had done, 
peraduenture hee had beene yer living, his houſe flouriſhing, his dominions in 
ſafety,yea and much inlarged, conſidering the broyles chat have hapned fince in 
thisrealme. 

Bur it is to be thought that God had otherwiſe diſpoſed hereof, becauſe of the 
diſhonourable part the Duke had plaid the Earle of Saint Paule Conſtable of 
Frauncenotlong before. For you haue already heard in this hiſtory how nor- 
withſtanding his ſafe condut, he tooke him priſoner, deliuerced him to the King 
roput him ro death, and ſent allo the letrers and writings hee had of the ſaide 
Conſtables ſerving for his proceſſe. And although the Duke had iuſt cauſe to 
hatc him cuentothe death, and roprocure his death for diuers conſiderations 
too longtorchearle , (ſorhat hee might hauedone it withourſtayning his ho- 
nour: ) yet all the reaſons that may bee alleaged on his behalfe,cannot excuſe his 

Wault inthat, contrary to his promiſe and honour, having giuen him a ſufficient 
ſafe condutt ; he rooke him and ſold him for couetouſneſle, partly ro recouer the 
rowne of Saint Quintin with other the ſaid Conſtables places, lands and goods, 
and partly to ſtay the ——_ hindering his enterpriſe at Nancy , whenhee firſt 
beſiegedit, Forlying ar that ſiege, after many delaies hee delivered the Conſta- 
ble, fearing leaſt the Kings army being in Champaigne would haue hindered his 
ſaid enterpriſe ifhe had done otherwiſe. For the King threatned him by his am- 
bafſadors,becauſe it was agreed betweene them,thart whether of them could firſt 


lay handsvpon him, ſhould deliuer him to the other within eight daies ,,or pur 
him 
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him to death. But the Duke had paſſed the terme of the Conftables delivery ma- 
ny daies as you haue heard; ſothat the only feare of loling Nancy,and the greedy 
deſire ofhauing it cauſed the Duke to deliver him to the King, But even as in this 
place of Nancy he commirtedthisfoule fault, & afterward alſo inthe ſame place 
at the ſecond {iege put Crfron to death, refuling to hear him ſpeake,as one having 
his cares ſtopped and wits troubled: eucn ſo in the ſelfeſame place was himlclic 
acdon betraicd by him whom he moſt truſted, and peraduenture iuſtly pu- 
niſhed for his falſe dealing with the Conftable, in delivering him for couctoulnes 
ro haue the ſaid towne. But the iudgement heereof appertaineth to God alone , 
ncither ſpeake I it toany other end butto declare this matter atlarge,and to ſhew 
how much a good Prince ought to eſchewſuch falle and faithleſſe dealing , whar 
counſel! ſocuer be giuen him thereunto. For oftentimes thoſe that giue a Prince 
ſuch aduice;do it either to latter him, or becauſe they dare nor gainelay him: yer 
when the fa is commitred, they are ſorry for it, knowing the puniſhment borh of 
God & manthatislike to enſue. But ſuch counſellors are bercer far from a Prince 
thanneere about him. 
You haue heard how God appointed the Earle of Campobache his deputy in 
this world, ro take reuenge of the Conſtables death committed by the Duke of 
Burgundy, in the ſelfe ſameplace, and after the ſame manner, orrather a crueller. 
For cuen as the Duke contrary to his ſafe conduR and the truſt the Conſtable had 
repoſed in him, deliuered him to death: euen ſo was himlelfe betraied by the tru- 
ſtieſt man inhis army (I meane by him whom he moſt truſted) and whom he had 
receiued into his ſeruice being old,poore, and deſtitute of liuing, and whom hce 
yecrely entertained with an hundred thouſand ducars, wherewith this Earle him- 
ſelfe paicd his men of armes, beſides diuers other great benefits that he had recei- 
ued at the D. hands. And when he firſt began to conſpire his death he was goin 
into Italy with 40000.ducats, which (as you hauc heard)hee had received in _ 
of the Duke to leuie therewith his men of armes.Moreouer, the better to execute 
his traiterous enterpriſe, he praiſed in two places, firſt with a Phyſition dwelling 
in Lyons called Maſter Simon of Pauia; and afterward with the Kings ambaſſador 
in Sauoy,as before T hauerchearſed, Againe at his returne our of Iraly , his men 
of armes lying in certaine ſmall townes in the county of Marle which is in Lan- 
nois, hebegan anew to practiſe againft his Maſter, offering either to deliuer into 
the Kings hand, all theplaces he held: or when the King ſhould becin battell a- 
gainſt his Maſter, a priuy token to be berweenethem; vpon the ſight whereof hee 
would turne with all his company tothe King againſt the Duke his Maſter. But 
chis laſt ouerturepleaſed not the King. He offered yetfurther,ſo ſoone as his Ma- 
Ker ſhould be abroad with his army,cither to take him priſoner or to kil him, as he 
went to view the ſcat of hiscampe; which laſt enterpriſe vndoubtedly he would 
haue cxecuted, For the Dukes inanner was when hee alighted from his horſe at 
the place where hee encamped, to diſarme himſclfe all ſauing hisquirace, and to 
mount vpon alittlenagge, accompanied onely with eight or ten archers on foot, 
or ſometime two or three gentlemen of his chamber; inthe which eſtate he vſed 
to ride about his campe, to ſee if ic were well incloſed: ſo that the Earle might 
with cen horles eaſily haue executed his enterpriſe. But the King detcſting the 
continuall treaſons againſt his Maſtcr,eſpecially this laſt being attempted in time 
of truce; and further not knowing throughly to what purpoſe hee made theſe of- 
fer; : determined of a noble courage to diſcouer them to the Duke of Burgundy; 
and accordingly aduertifed him at large of them all by the Lord of Contay (fo 


often þcfore named) my lelfe becing preſgnt when hee declared themto the faid 
C ontsy 


% 
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Comay, who Tam ſure likea faithfull ernant revealed them to his Maſter. But the 


Duke taking all in euill parr, ſaid that ifir were ſo, rhe King would neuer hatte ad- 


vertiſed him thereof. This was long afore he laid his ſiege before Nancy ; yer 
thinke I that he neuer ſpake word thereofto the faid Earle : for he loued him e- 
ver after rather better than worſe. - 
E | 
Chap. 7. How the Duke of Lorraine being accompanied with good force of Almaines, 
came to the towne of Saint Nicholas daring the fiege of Nancy, 
and how the King of Portugale whowas in Fraunce, 
came to ſee the Duke of Bargundie du- 
ring the ſaide ſiege. 


Et vs now returne to out principall matter, I meanethe liege 
the Duke held before Nancy, which he began in the mid- 
deſt of winter with ſmall force, cuillarmed, euill paide,and 
the moſt part ſicke. The mightieſt in his campe praftiſed 
againſt him as you have heard,and generally they murmu- 
red all,anddefpifed all his doings,as in aduetfitie common- 
ly it happenettr : but none attempted ought again(t his 
perſon oreſtare, faue this Earle of Campobache onely : for 

in his ſubics no diſloialtie was found : While he lay there inrhis poore eſtate, 

the Duke of Lorraine treated with the confederated townes before named, to 
leuie men in their territories to. fight with the Duke of Burgundy lying before 

Nancy, whereunto all the rownes cafily agreed, but the Duke of Lorraine lacked 

money : whereforethe King ſentamibaſſadors to the Swiſſers in his fauor, and 

lent himalſo 40200. franks rowards the paiement of his Almaines, Further,the 

Lord of Cran who was then the Kings lieuerenant in Campaigne, lay in Barrois 

with ſeven or eight hundred launces and certaine franke archers led by very ex- 

pert captaines- The Duke of Lorraine by meanes ofthe Kings fauor and mony, 
drew into his ſeruice great force of Almaines as well horſemen as tootemen, be- 
ſides the which the townes alſo furniſhed a great number at their owne charge. 

Moreouer, with the ſaid Duke were many gentlemen of this realme, and the K. 

army as I ſaid before lay in Barrois, which made no war, but waited to ſee to 

whether patt the viorie would incline. The Duke of Lorraine being accom- 
mg withtheſe Almaines aboue mentioned, came and lodged at Saint Nicho- 
two leagues from Nancy. 

"The King of Portugale had beenc in this realme at that preſent the ſpace of 

nine moneths : for the King obir Maſter was entred into league with him againſt 

theKing of Spainethatnow is. Whereupon the faid King of Portugale came 
into Fraunce, oping that the King would lend hima greatarmie to inuade Ca- 
ſtile by the frontires ofBiſcay or Nanarre. For the faid King of Portugale helde 
certaine places in Caftile bordering vpon Portugate, and certainealſo vpon the 
confines of Fraunce ; namely, the caftell of — diuers others : fo thar 
if the King had aided him as once he waspurpoſed; itislike his enterpriſe had ta- 
ken effe@ : bur the King akered his minde, and foded'him foorth with faire 
words the ſpace ofa yeere or more. During the which'time his affaires in Calle 
daily impaired: for at his comming into France allthe nobles in manner of the 
realme of Caſtile tooke part with him, but becauſe of his long abſence, by little 
and littlethey altered their mindes, and made peace with King Fer 4#de and 


Queene 7/abel now raigning. The King our Maſter excuſed his noxaiding him 
according 
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according to his promiſe by.the warsin Lorraine, alleaging that he feared thax 

'2 the Duke of Burgundie ( it he recouered his loſſes ) wopld foorthwith inuage 
| * Hemeaneth him. This poore King of Portugale being a good anda. iuſt Prince *refolued.to 
*,> 6imple + gotothe Duke of Burgundie his colin german 3,ro treat of peace betweens the 
eee Kingand him, to theendtharthen the King might aide him : for he was aſba- 
' KingotPor- med to returne into Caſtile or Portugale in this eſtate hauing done nogood 
,, ugaleandrhe 1, ore in Franncezand the rather.becauſe he had taken his iournex xpon him ve; 


: Make mere ry ra{hly,and contrary totheaduiſe of moſt of his counſell, Wherefore he pur 


- "colin ger- himſelte ypon che way in che midſtofwinter to gotothe Dukeof Burgundic his 

© degreeinthe COlin lying before Nancy: whereat his arriuall he began to treat with him accor- 

,end of th! ding tothe Kings inſtructions, But perceiving it an impofhbility to agree them 

p yore wil  becauſetheir demands were contrarie inall points; after he had remained there 

=, + twodaicshetooke his leaue of the Duke of Burgundy hiscoſin, and returned to 

1 os £7 *, Paris from whence he came. The Dukedeſired himto ſtay a while, and to goto 
7 : 


Pont-a-muſſon fower leagues from Nancy.to defend that paſſage : for the Duke 
wasalready aduertiſed that the Almains'army lay at Saint Nicholas. But the 
Kingof Portugale excuſed. himſelte, faying: = he was neither armed nor ac- 
companied for ſych anenterpriſe; and ſo returned to Paris, where he remained 
along time, till in the end heentered into jcloulie, that the King meant to take 
him priſoner and deliver him to.his enemie the King of Caſtile, Whereupon he 
and two of his ſeruants diſguiſed themſelves, purpoling to goto Rome there to 
enter into religion; But as he journeied in this Gifiſed attire, he was taken by 
a Norman called Robinet le Beuf. Ofthis his. departure the King our Maſter was 
both ſory and aſhamed : and thereuponarmed divers ſhips vpon the coaſt of 
Normandie to conuey him into Portugale ; of the which flecte George Leger was. 
appointed Admirall, IL ci beret 

The occaſion ofhis war vponthe King of, Caſtile was for his ſiſters daughter. 
For you ſhall vnderſtand that his ſiſter had beene wife to Don Henry King of Ca- 
ſtile that laſt died; and had iſſue a goodly daughter which liued yet in Portugale 
:The Pede- Vnmaried. This daughter Queene 1/abe#(iſter to the ſaid King Henry 3 held from 
preeinthe thecrowneof Caſtile, ſaying that ſhe was illegitimate; of the which opinion were 
>. wotke will alſo many others, alleaging that King Heery was impotent to generation , fora 
f "make this certaincimpediment that I ouerpaſſe. But whether it were ſo or no; notwith- 
Me "I ſtanding that the ſaid daughter were borne vnder the. vaile of marriage: yet re- 
Ft mained the croyne of Caſtile ta Queene 7/abel{and hir husband the King of Ar- 
opti and Sicile + now raigning. | "Weg wg: 
0 The King of Portugaleaboue mentioned,labored to.makea mariage between 
le, but K-ng the ſaid daughter his neece and King Charles the eight now raigning, which was, 
Rene had bur th& cauſe of this his voiage inta Fraunce, that turned ſo/greatly to his damageand 
thepo:Hon, grieke,/ For ſoone after his returne into Portugale he died,, Wherefore (as1 faid 
inthe beginning'of this hiſtory!) a Prince ought to beware what ambaſſadors he 
ſendeth intoa ſtrange countrey, For if they Fad beene wiſe that-came fromthe 

King of Portugale. into Fraunce to. conclude the league aboue mentioned, 
(wherearmy {elſe was preſent, as one in commiſſion forthe King) cheywould 
tage informed themſelues better of our affaires in theſe parts before they had 
counſelled their Maſter toenter into this yoyage , which turticd ſo much to his 
lofle.and damage... —- | 


Chap. B» 
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Chap. 8. How the Duke of Burgundie refuſing the good counſel of diner s of 
| his men, was 44/comfited and ſlaine ww the pattell fought  _ | 
berweene lum. awd the Dake of Lorraimnes': ©, + 5 
; Jt neere t0 Nancy; , 2.390 bus: 5; 
Af Would hauc paſſed ouer thisdiſcourſe ofthe King of Portu- 
WW galc,had itnotbeentoſhewrhar a Princeought t6beware 
© ow he put hiinfelfe into another Princes hands", or goe in 
perſon todemande aide, Bur now to reruthgro theprin- 
cipall matter. Within a day after the King Dicer: 
fro 


departure from the Duke of Burgundy , theDuke'&f Eor- 
raine and the Almains tharferued him; diſlodge#from 
Saint Nicholas, and marched to fight with the fardDuke' 
and the ſelfe ſame day the Earle of Campobache to accompliſh his enreigieſte des » + 
partcd from the Dukes campe *, andreuolted to his enimies witheight ſcore men He departed 
of armes, ſorrowing onely hat he could do his Maſterno more harme. They with- 7 my 
in Nancy had intelligence of this EarlespraQtiſes, which incoutaged then to en- 3r9r faith al- 
dure the ſiege. Further, one that leaped downe the Uitches entered the town and mw 10 
aſſured them of ſuccors, otherwiſe they were vpon the poinr:ro haue yeelded ir. i, 00, BHT 
And to ſay the truth,had it not beene for the ſaid Earles treaſons,they could neuer 30d 0n farur- 
have held it ſo long ; but God was fully determinedto bring the Duke tohiseqd, ' Py Pared, 
The Duke of Burgundy being advertiſed of the Diike of Lotraines artitialf,' af Dauge or Au. 
ſembled his counſell contrary to his accuſtomed manner z for he wasneuet woont bf —_ #7 
to aske any mans aduiſe, bur in all matters to follow his owne ſenſe. Moft of them n 4 e,7, 
counſelled him to retire to Pont-a-muſſon, being but fower leagues thence, and with 120. 
to man the places well which he held about Nancy , alleaging that the Almains rep &, 
would depart ſo ſoone as they had viualed the towne, and the Duke of Lorrains bore, and »p- 
mony faile him ; ſo that he ſhould nor be able in long time to aſſemble the like Pangor Ao. 
force. They ſaid further, that his enemies could not victuall the rowne ſo well, .4.».t. 5quic. 
but that before winter were halfe expired it ſhould bee in as greatdiſtreſſe as at 11. Anndl, 
thatpreſent, andin the meane time, he might leny men : for I haue beene infor- *"* 
med by thoſe that perfeQly vaderſtood it, chat he had not in allhis armic aboue 
fower thouſand ſoldiers, of the which hardly twelue hundred were able to fight. 
Money he lacked nor, forin the caſtell of Luxembourg being not far thence, were 
at the leaſt 450000. crownes, and men ynough he might haue recouered. Bur 
God would not giue him grace tofollow this wiſe aduiſe, nor _ how many 
enemies lodged round about him on euery ſide : ſothathe rooke the worſt courle, 
and by the aduiſe of certaine harebrained fooles determined to hazard the batrell 
with theſe few terrified and heartleſſe men ; notwithſtanding all the reaſons allea- 
ged ro him, both of the yu force of Almaines'the Duke of Lorraine had , and 
alſo of the Kings armie that lay hard by his campe. When the Earle of Campo- 
bache was cometo the Duke of Lorraine, the Almains commanded him to de- 
part, ſaying, that they would haue no traytor among them. Wherfore he retired 
to Conde acaſtcll and paſſage neere at hand *, which he fortified with carts, and I—_ 
other prouiſions the beſt he could, truſting that when the Duke of Burgundie and the paſage 
his men fled, ſome of them would fall into his hands, as indeede a great many did. ers _ 
But this practiſe with the Duke of Lorraine was not his greateſt ereaſon ; for alittle ;,v fo tvc. 
before his departure he conſpired with divers in the Dukes army , reſoluing with (elle 3eyer. 
them { becauſe he ſaw no hope of killing or taking bis Maſterpriſoner ) toreuolr 
tothe encmics at the very inſtant that the ewo bartels ſhould ioine ; bur ſooner 


nor 
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eund, 


* He _ _ which enterpriſe be made full account to execute, and two or threeI knew after- 


with a halbere wards my ſalfe ofthoſe that were left behinde for that purpoſe. After hee had 
inche fide of conſpired theſe abhominable treaſons, he returned againe to the Dukes campe, 


kis hearts and then reuolred from him ( as you haue heard ) when hee ſaw the Almaines 
his head march, of whom being refuſed,he retired as I ſaid before tothe caſte)l of Conde. 
EY The faid Almains marched forward, being accompanied with great force of 
ther with a 
pike through yyere thatlay in ambulhes neereto the place, tothe end if the D. were diſcomfi- 


C— they might get ſome good priſoner or booty. Thus you ſee the miſerable e- 
2 puſh alſo 


withapike bY the two armies ioined,the Dukes having bin already twiſe diſcomfited, & being 


34-yeeres0ld , 1.1 methatt ey aw him ſtriken to the ground, and could not ſuccour him be- 


—_ _ = cauſe they were priſoners, Notwithſtanding to their iudgement he was not then 
uerne: he li- ſ]ajne, but after theſe camea great os which ſlew him in the midſt of them, 


knowing him, and by reaſon he was deafe not my: Duke, who cried co him for the ſaftic ofhis life, ran 


ſunday, and as others write ann, 1477. but the variance both in this place and dincrs others betweene 


f Jarwilla, Bein | 
es and fon is» —_ they end the yeere at Nevv yeeres tide after the Italian and Dutch Compuration , and he nor 
before Eaſter, according to the French and Flemiſh accoumpr, as by the courſe of his hiſtorie is moſt plaine, * 1477. beyi 


wing the yeere at New yeeres tide, 
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Chap.g. A Diſcourſe pon certaine wvertues of the Duke of Burgundy, and 

of the time hus houſe flouriſhed m proſperity. 
Saw at Milan fince his death a f{igner thatT haue often ſeene 
{ him weareat his breaſt, which wasa ring ſet with a camce,ha- 
uing very curiouſly cut into itan iron to ſtrike fire *, wherein 
his armes were grauen. This ring was ſoldeat Milan for two 


1 Ofthede- 
; uieofthe Fu. 
ducats, & he that ſtole it from him was a falſe knaue,that had ill reade the 


g== been a groome ofhis chamber.Many atime hauc I ſeene him <ronicles of 
. £29 +4 #1 I . h ſ | * Fladers, Pg» 
— made ready & vnready with great reverence & ſolemnity, & ,,,.c:.,.. 


that by gieat perſonages.But now when death came,al theſe honors flered away, 7ra4nin his 


& both he and his houſe were deſtroyed as you haue heard, in the ſelf fame place — 


where a little before he had conſented for couetouleſle to deliver the Conſtable 46.3nd 1». 


to death. Ihave known him in times paſt a mighty & honorable Prince,as much — 


yea moreeſteemed and ſought to of his neighbours, then any Prince in Chri- faith,chathe 


ftendome. Further,in mine opinion the greateſt cauſe of Gods indignation a- ou the a 
| n : - . ing yron,be. 
gainſt him, was, for that he arcribured al his good ſucceſle,and al the great vito- ,, 5700 


ryes he obtained inthis world to his own wiſdomeand vertue; and not to God, madeintie 
as he oughtto haue done. And vndoubredly he was endued with many goodly f91me0t 3. 


y . . which is the 
vertues: tor neuer was Prince more deltrous to entertaine noble men, and keepe jr{tlewicr of 


them in good order than he. His liberality ſeemed not great *,becauſe he made mp— 

all men partakerschereof. Neuer Prince gaue audience more willingly to his ſer- gcc, (w/e 
uants and (ubiets than he 3. While I ſerued him hee was not cruel], but grew iron firiking 

maruellous cruel! towards his end, which wasa fign of ſhort life, In his apparel m— — 
and all other kind of turniture hee was wondrous pompous, yea ſomwhat tO0 finite ſparkles 
exceſhue. He receiued very honorably all ambaſſadors and ftrangers, feaſting fins —_— 
them ſumptuouſly, and entertaining them with great ſolemnity. Couerous he jg. 4, che 
was of glory, which was the chiefe cauſe that made him moue ſo many warres: cruel warsbe- 


for he delired to imitate thoſe ancient Princes, whoſe fame continueth till this A 


preſent. Laſtly, hardy he was and valiant,as any man that lived in his time: but andthe realm 


all his greatenterpriſesand attempts ended with himſelf,and turned to his own mbar, 


loſe and diſhonour;ftor the honour goeth ever with the vitory. Yet to ſay the gcjyh ours 


truth, I wot not well whether God powred out greater indignation vpon him or _ 
2 DNS MCI 


vpon his ſubiets: tor he died in batrell withourany long griefe; but they 11-,; 1 
thence his death neuer liued in peacc, but in continuall war; againſt the which becauſe he bes 
they haue not been ableto make reſiſtance, becauſe of their own ciuill troubles *29<4vpon 


euery man,he 


and diuifions. Yea,and another thing that moſt grieueth them is,that they that c,,iq noe be- 


now defend them are ſtrangers, who not long lince were their enemies, namely ffow much 
l vponany one 


the Almaines To conclude, fince the Dukes death neuer man bare them good 
will, no not they thar defend them. Further, ifa man conſider well cheir a&tions, iberalir was 
it ſeemeth that their wits were as much troubled, as their Princes before his *'<"<2p- 


arant, 


death :for they deſpiſed all good counſell, and foughtall meanesto hurt them- \ He meancth 


ſelues. In the which vale of miſery they are ſtill like to continue; or it happily - — MN 


they wade out of it tor a ſeaſon, like they are to fall into it againe* as touching 
Whereforelam ofa certain wiſe mans opinion of my —_—_— God marrers of 


F X : ; ' : aſel,hehatch 
giueth to Subiedts, Princes,accordingas he will puniſh or chaſtice rhem; & like- fortron 


wiſe rowards the Prince di(poſeth the ſubie&s hearts, according as he will ad- giuersplaces 


uance or abaſe him : andeuen ſo dealt he with the ſubieRs of this houſe of Bur- _— 


gunay. For after three great, good and fage Princes, who gouerned them the... .1,i.. 


ſpace of 120.yeares or more with great wiſdomeand vertue,be gauethem in a 
| | en 
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end this D. Charles, who held them in continuall wars, trauell and charges, al 
moſt as much in winter as ſummer* ſo thata great number of rich wealthy men 
were cyther ſlaine intheſe wars, or ſtarved in priſon. Their miſeries keganne 
betore Nuz,and continued with theloſle of three or fuure battels, till the houre 
of the Dukes death;zwho in this laſt battell waſted and conſumed the whole force 
of his country,and loſt all bis ſervants that could or would have defended the 
eſtate and honor of his bouſe. It ſeemeth therefore (as before 1 ſaide) that this 
aduerlity bath counteruailed allthe time of their felicity. For as I ſay, that I 
hauc ſcene him a great, mighty aud honourable Prince: ſo I may fay allo of his 
ſubieRs: torl havetravelledthe beſt partot Europe in mine opinion, yer ſaw I 
neuer country in my lite of the like greatneſſe, no norfar greater, abound with 
ſuch wealch,riches,ſumptuous buildings, large expences, feaſts, bankets,and all 
kind of prodigality,as theſe Countries of Burgundy did, during thetimethat] 
was re{ident there. And ifthoſe that knew them not during the time that 1 ſpeak 
of,thinke my report too large: Iam ſure others that knew them then as wel as 
my {eclfe, willthinke it too little. But God with one blow hath Jaide flat on the 
ground this ſumptuous building, I meane this mighty houſe that bred & main- 
tained ſo many worthy men; that was ſo greatly eſteemed both farre and neer, 
and obtained greater viftories,& lived in greater honor during thetime it flou- 
riſhed than any other : which greatfelicity and grace of God towards them con- 
tinued the ſpace ot a hundred and twenty yeares.During the which timealtheir 
neighbours ſuftercd great afflitions, namely, France, t ngland and Spaine, fo 
far forth that all theſe atone time or other have cometo crave helpeand ſuccor 
of this houſe of Burgundy,as you have ſcene by experience,ofthe king our Ma-+ 
ſter,who in his youth, while his fatber King Charles the ſeucnth raigned, lived in 
Burgundy the ſpace of ſixe yeares,which good D. Philp, who lovingly received 
him. Astouching the Princes of England, I have ſecne inthe Duke of Burgun- 
dics court King Edwards two brethren, the Dukes of Clarence and Glocelter , 
who afterward named himſelfe King Richard the third:and on the contrary (ide 
ofthe houſe of Lancaſter that tooke part with King Henry, ] have ſcene in man- 
ner all the noble men ſuing tothis houſe of Burgundy for aide To be ſhort, as 
I baue knowne this houſe honoured ofall men: ſo hauelI alſo feene it at one in- 
ſtant fall downe toplie turuy,and become the moſt deſolateand miſerable houſe 
in the world, both in reſpe& of the Prince, and alſo of the ſubies. Such like 
works hath God brought to paſle before we were borne, and will alſo when we 
are dead. For this we ought certainely to belieue , that the good or eu1l ſucceſſe 
of Princes,dependeth whc ly vpon his divine ordinance. 


Chap.1o. Hew the King was aduertiſed of the Duke of Burgundies laſt owerthrow, and 
how he gonerned he affaires after the ſaid Dukes death. 


d Veto proceed in our hiſtory,the K.who had now laid poſts 
£4\in his realme(for before were neuer any)looked hourely for 
the certaine newes of this battell of Nancy, becauſe of the 
occurrents he had already received ofthe Almains arrival], 


W 9; and ofall the other circumſtances aboue rehearſed: and was 
\ -Y) foorthwith advertiſed of the Dukes overthrow. Divers 
OSV WS there were that waited diligently to beare him the firſt 
newes hereot; foralwayes hee gaue ſomewhat to him that firſt brought him 


tidings of any good newes, withall not forgetting the meſſengers. Forther 


hisdelight was to talke ofthem before they came, and to promiſe rewarde 
to 
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rohim that could bring him ſome goodnewes Monſieur de Bouchage ard my felfe 
being rogether, recejvce the firſt word of the battell of Morzt, whereof, both of 
vs joyntly aduertifcd the King, whogaueto each of vstwokundred makes of 
ſiluer. Monſicrr Ge Zrde, wholodged withour Plefſis, was chefirtt man that knew 
of the Qurriers artiual!l with the letters of this barte!l of Nancy, agd commanded 
the ſaid Currierro deliver him his packer, who durſt not deny it him, becauſe of 
the kings, great fauour towards him. The next mornivg by breake of day, the 
ſaid de Lude come rapping at the dore nexto the Kings chamber, which toorth- 
with was 9pcncd to him, and delivered theſe Jerters fcnt from the Lord of Cran 
and diuers others , notwithitanding none of them writ any certainery of the 
Dukes death : but ſome ofthem reported that he was (cen flie.and was eſcaped. 
This newes at the fiſt ſorauiſhed the King with joy,that he wiſt not what coun- 
tenance to ſhew, notwithſtancing two doubts there were that troubled him,the 
one, lcaſt the Almains,ifthe D. were taken,for greedinefſe ofmeney(wherotthe 
D.had plenty)weuld not onely ranſome him,bur alſo conclude ſome treaty with 
him, and of his focs become his friends. The other, if the D. were eſcayed thus , 
thrile diſcomftited, whether he ſhould ſeaze into his hands his ſeniories of Bur- 
gundy or no, knowing them eafieto be taken, becauſe in manner all the force of 
the country was lainz in theſe three bartels. Touching the which poinr,his reſo= 
lution (whereunto few [thinke but my ſelfe were priuy) was, if theD. were ef- 
caped aliue, ro command his army that lay in Champaigne and Barrois to enter 
incontinent into Burgundy,during this great feare and aftoniſhmentofche peo- 
le,and having ſeazed all the Country into his hands, he meantto aduertife the 
Puke.har he did it onely toſaue itfor him, and defend it fromthe Almaines:for 
becauſe the ſaid Duchie washeld ofthe Crowne;he would for no good that it 
ſhould be aprey forthem : but whatſoener he hadtaken, he would faithfully re- 
ſtore,as vndoubtedly he would, though many happily will oor credite it. And no 
maruell, for they knownot the reaſons that would have mooucd him thereunto: 
but he altered this determination when he vnderſtoodotthe Ddeath. Immecdiat- 
ly after, the King , (being at Tours) had recciuedthe letters aboue mentioned, 
which reportednothivg ofthe D.ceath; he ſentintothetownefor all his cap- 
taines and dinersnoble men, to whom he read theſeletters, whercatthey ſeemed 
in apparance greatlytorcioyce: bur thoſe that lookednarrowly into their behaui- 
our, percciued that a great many of them forced their mirth, and wiſhed with, 
allthcir hearts, norwithſtancing their outward ſhew,thatthe world had gone 0- 
therwiſe with the Duke, The reaſon whereof peraduenture was,becauſcthe Kin 
heretofore had liued in great feare,but now they doubred,leeing him dcluerel 
of ſo many enemies; thar he would alter many thingseſpecially offices and penfiy 
ons. For there were a great numberin the company, that had born armes againſt 
him,both inthe war called r 1s vyvEALE rVBLIKE (Wherofyou haue heard 
in the beginning ef this hiſtory) andin diners other broiles berween him and the 
Duke of Guienne his brother. After he had communed a while with theſe noble 
men and captaines,he went to Maſſe, which being ended, he cauſedtherableto 
be conered in his chamber,and madethem all dine with him), the Lord Chan+ 
cellour and certaine others of his counſell being all preſent. All dinner while 
hee talked of thoſe affaires: burl and divers others marked with whar appetite 
thoſe that ſate at the table dined. And vndoubtedly therewas not one ofthem 
(I wot not whether for ioy or ſorrow) that ate halte a mealesmeat, yer were 
they not aſhameeto eate inthe Kings preſence,for euery one of them had often 


before dined at his table.YWhen the K.wasriſenfrom dinner, hee withdrew him- 
P 3 ſelfe 
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ſelfe and gaue to divers, certaine of the Duke of Burgundies lands, ifhee were 
dcad, and foone after diſpatched the Admirallof France, called the baſtard of 
Bourbon and my lelfe, giving vscommiſſionto receiuc into his alleageance, as 
many as would become his tubiefts: andfurther, commanding vs todepart in- 
continent,and zo open all courriers packets that wee ſhould meer with, to the 
end we might be certainely informed whether the Duke were dead or aliuc. We 
departedin great haſt,though in the extreameſt cold weather that cuerl felt : & 
when we hadrjdcen about halfe adayes iourney,weinet with a Poſte, whom we 


x By what . : 
markes the commanded to deliuer vs his letter, the contents whereof were, that the Duke 


Dukes boly was found among the dead bodies *, and knowne by an Italian Page that ſcrued 
mY — him,and by his Phyſition called Maſter Zowppe,a Portugalc borne, who ſent word 
B.r7-1d.pag, tO Monſieur de Cray of the Duke bis Maſters death, who incontinent advertiſed 
983, the King thereof. 


Chap. 11. How the King after the Duke of Burgundies death ſeiz:d into his 
hands the townes of Abbeuil'e,and if the anſwere 
they of Arras gane him, 


Hen we vnderſtood theſe newes, we rid forthwith to the ſub- 
# urbesof Abbecuille,and were the firſt that brought word of 
z the Dukes death into thoſe parts. Ar our arriuvall we found 
the towns inen intreaty with Monſieur de Torcy, whom they 
had loued of long time. But the ſouldiers and thoſe that had 
been the Dukes officers, treated with vs about the deliuery 
& I of the towne by a meſſenger, whom wee ſent thither before 
vs, ſo fatre forth that vpon our promiſes, they cavſcd foure hundred launces to 
depart the towne,which the rownſmen ſecing, immediately opened the gates 
to Monficur de Torcy,greatly to the hinderanceof the caprains,and the other of- 
ficers ofthe rowne , toſeuenor _ of the which we had promiſed both money 
and penfions{for we had commiſſion from the King ſo to doe) whereot nothing 
wasperformed,becauſe the towne was not yeelded by their meanes. This rowne 
of Abbenille was parcell of thoſe lands that King Charles the ſeuenth engaged to 
Duke Philip of Burgundie at the treaty of Arras, vnderthis condition; that for 
default of heyre male they ſhould returne to the crowne, Wherefore itis not to 
be maruelled, if ſo lightly they opened to vs their gates. From Abbcuille we 11d 
to Dourlans,and ſent roſummon Arras the chiefe towne of Artois, the aunci- 
ent inheritance of the Eatles of Flaunders , which hath alwayes deſcended as 
wellto the heires femals as males. Monſieur de Rawoftain,and Monſicur de Cordes 
who were withinthe rown,condiſcended to come and treat with vs at an Abbey 
neere the rowne called Mont Saint Eloy, bringing with them certaine of the 
towne. To rhe which treaty we agreedethat Iſhouldgoe and certain with me, 
for becauſe wee ſuppoſed they would not yeelde to our requeſtes , it was 
thought good that the Admirall ſhould not go. Immediately after my arri- 
vall atthe place aſſigned, the Lordes of Rauaſtaine and Cordes being accom- 
panied with diuers Gentlemen, and certaine alſo of the towne repaired thither. 
Among thoſe thatcameto negotiate with vs for the towne, was theirRecorder, 
called Maſter John de la Faquerie, ſince that time chiefe preſident in the Courte 
Parliament at Paris. Werequired them arthismecting to,open vs the gates, and 
r5 receiue vs into the towne for the King, ſaying, that hee claimed both towne 


ang country as his by way of confiſcation, adding, that ikthey retuſed foto oy 
they 
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they were like to be forced thereumo, ſeeing both their Prince was ſlaineand 
their countrey vtterly vnfurnithed of men of war, becauſe of theſe three battels 
they had loſt. The Lords aboue named made vsanſwere by the laid Matter 1ohn 
de la Faquerie, that thus countic of Artois appertained of right to the Lady of Bur- 

undie, daughter and heire to Duke Charles, and deſcended to her by inheritance 
From the Lady Margaret (ometime Countelle of Flaunders, Artois, Burgundie, 
Neuers, and Retell, the which married with Philip rhe tirft, Duke ot Burgundie, 
ſonneto King /obn of Fraunce *, and yoongeſt brother to King Charles the tift : *The pede. 
wherefore they humbly beſought the King ro keep the truce concluded between f*** '® the 
him and the late Duke Charles. Our communication was but ſhorr ; for we ſup- _— = 


poſed before our meeting, that this ſhould beour anſwere. Bur the chiete caule Com Boe all 
theſe titles de« 


of my going into thoſe parts, was to commune with certaine of mine acquain- ,ooct® 
cance there, and to draw them to the Kings ſeruice : with ſome of the which I this Lady 


ſpake, who ſoone after became his fairbfull ſeruants accordingly. Theſe cAuntries #=2-* 
were in marvellous feare and aftoniſhment, and not withour cauſe ; for I thinke 
that in cight daies they could not baue lenied eight men of armes. Further, in 
all choſe quarters were notaboue 1500, ſoldiers, horſemen and footemen, which 
hy towards Namur and in Henault, and were of thoſe that eſcaped out otthe 
barrell where the D. was ſlaine. There wonted termes and maner of ſpeech were 
now cleanealtered; for they ſpakelowly and humbly: which | write not to accule 
them, as though in times paſt their words had been more arrogant than became 
them; butthe truth is when I was there they thought ſo well of themſelues thar 
they vicd not ſuch reuerend language, neither to che King, nor of the King, as 
they bave done ſithence. Vherefor if men were wiſe , they would vie ſuch taire 
in time of proſperitie, that in aduerſity they ſhould not neede tochange 


| > ———_ Ireturned to the Admirall, to make report of my negotiation:im- 


mediately whereupon we wereadvertiſed thatthe King was at hand for he ſer 
foorth ſoone after vs, and commanded letters to bee written both in his owne 
name, and diuers of his ſeruants names, to cauſe cerraine to repaire to him z by 
whoſe meanes he truſted to bring theſe {eniories vnder his obedience, 


Chad. 12. A diſcemrſenct taining to the principall matter of the great toy the K7, 
” Yer into fie enſelfe delivered of ſo many enemics, ——__" vs 
committed touching the reducing of theſe countries of Burgundie 19 bis 


[7 


8 He King reioyced not alittleto ſee himfelfe thus delivered of 
TIO. all choſe whom he hated and were his principall enemies: of 
Xe ſome of the which hce bad taken the revenge hitnlelte ; 
oh '*F namely the Conſtable of France, the Duke of Nemours, 
ſj & and diuers others, his brother the Duke of Guyerine was 
a@ ] dead whoſe inheritance was fallen to: him. In like man- 
yt ner all they of the houſe of. Aniou. were dead, namel 

ing Rene of Sicilie , the Dukes of Calabria bnand Nicholas, and their colin 
the Earle bf, Maine , and afterward of Pronetice : the-Earle of Armignac 
was'ſlaine at Leftore, and all their lands and goods fallen ro the King, Bur 
becanſe this houſe of Burgundie-was| greater and mightier than the reſt, 
and had made ſharpe warre with the Englifh mens aide _ his father King 
Charles the ſeuenth, thirtie two yeares withountruce, and bad their dominions 
bordering vpon his , andthcir lubi GO quail 
3 | 
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and his realme :therefore he reioyced more:at their Princes death, than at the 
death of ll the reſt, Further, he now fully perſwaded: himſelfe, that during his 
life, no man neither within his Realme, not inthe countries bordering vponit, 
would ance life vp his fingeragainſ him. For he was in peace(as.you haue heard) 
with the Engliſh men, which he trauclled to the vetermoſt of his power to conti- 
nue. Bur drhough he were thus voide of all feare : yet did not God permit him 
to take the wiſelt courſe for the atchicuemenc. of this his enterpriſe being of fo 
greatimportance. : And ſure it-appeareth both by that God ſhewed then and 
bath ſhewed (ince, that he meant ſharply topunith this houſe of Burgundy , as 
well inthe perſon of the Prince, as of the ſubieRs, and of thoſe that liued amongft 
them. For ifthe King our Malter had taken the beſt courſe,the warres that haue 
conſumedthem ince had neuer hapned. For if he had done as he oughtto haue 
done, hee ſhould haue ſought to ioyne tothecrowne all thoſe great Seniories 
whereunto he could prerend no title, either by marriage or by courteous dea- 
ling with theſubiets ; which thing he might then ealily hauc accomplithed, ſee- 
ing the great feare, miſcrie, and diltrefſe theſe countries were inat that time. And 
if he had thus done, heſhould both hauerid them of many troubles, andinlar- 

ed andenriched his owne Realme through long peace, which by this meanes 
Fad been ealily obtained. He mightalſo hereby haue eaſed his Realme divers 
waies, eſpecially ofthe charge of men of armes, who continually ride vp and 
downefrom one corner ofthe Realme to another, oftentimes vpon ſmall occali+ 
on. While the Duke of Burgundie yet liued,he ettſoones debated with me what 
were beſt to bedoneifthe ſaid Duke hapnedro die. And then hediſconrſed mar- 
uellous wiſely thereof, ſaying, that he would trauell ro make a mariage betweene 
the King bis ſonnenow raigning, and the Dukes daughner, afterward Duches of 


Auſtrich, which if fherefuſed becauſe of the Daulphin his ſons youngeagez then 


he would attempt to win her to miarry ſome younge Lordofthis Realme, to obs 
tainethereby her friendſhip and her ſubie&s, and recouer without 'blowes that 
he claimed to be his : in the which minde he continned till eight daies before he 
vnderſtood.of the Dukes death. But this wiſe' deliberation he began ſomewhat 
to alter the ſelte ſame day he receiued newes thereof, and the very inſtant that he 
diſpatchedthe Admirall and me. Notwithſtanding he diſcovered-nor his pur- 
poſc therein, buxmadepromiſe to diucrs of lands and lordſhips that had beene 
in the Dukes poſſeſhon, '\ \ as 


Chap. 13. How Han, Bohain, Saint Quintin and Peronne were yeelded tothe 
 » King, and how he [ent Maſter Oliuer his Barber to 
practiſe with them of Gawnt.. jo 


Sex He King being on the way commingafter ys, recgined good 
FS newes from all parts : for the caltels of Hana and Bohain 
ag were yeclded vnto him,and the citizens of Saint Quintins of 
their owneaccord receined Monſeur de Mouy thefr neighbor 
& into thetowne for him: Further he 2fſured himſelfe of Pe- 
ronne, which {4/14 ofBiſche held;&was put in hope both 
>» by vs and others, that:Monſeur de Corder would reuoleto 
han, Furtherhe hadſent his Barber called Maſter [Oliver to'Gauns, in a vil 
neere tothe which he was borne,and had diſpatched divers others into other pla- 
ces, being in great _—_— themzall ; bur the moſt part ofthem\ ſerued him ra 
with-wordsthen deeds. Whett he drew neereto Peronhel went to meete him;z 
and found him in avillage,whither M3 liamof Bilchoend certaine others came 


and 
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and prefented him the kties of the towne, whereof he was right glad. The King 
abode tberg that day, and I dined with bum after mine accuttomed manner: for 
his pleaſure was that leueo orcightarthe leaſt, and ſometimes more (hould ordi- 
pany lirathvs owneable... Buraker dinner be withdrew himſelte , and ſcemed 
to be diſcontented with the ſmall. exploit the Admirall and Lbad done : laying, 
that he had ſent Maſter Oliver his Barber to Gaunt to'bring that rownexo his 
obedience,and Kobemet Dodeyfort to Saint Omers, who was well friended there : 
and theſe he commended as fit menta receiuethekeies of a towne, and pur his 
forces 1nto it, Diuers. others alſo he named, whom he had (ent to other great 
townes : 20d this matter he made MonſeurgeZade, and two or three others to 
debate with me. It became not metro reaſon againſt him, nor gaineſay his plea- 
ture, but I told him that I teared Maſter 0ligrrand theothers whom he named, 
would not.{o calily cake theſe great rownes;-as they ſuppoſed. The King vied 
this communication. with me , becauſe he had altered his minde , and hoped by 
reaſon of his. good ſucceſle inthe beginning; :that all the country would yeeld 
vntothim, , Moreouer; he was counſelled by divers (and was alſo of himſelte in- 
clined thereunto) vtterly to.deftroy this bouſe'of Burgundie, and to diſperſe the 
ſeniories thereof among divers men ; ſome of the which he named, vpon whom 
he was purpoled to beſtow therharledoms , namely, Henauit and Namur that 
border vpon Fraunce :: with theigteater ſeniaries, as Brabant, Holland, and the 
reſt;he meant to win certaine Princes of Almaineto his triend{hip, tothe end 
they mighraide himihtheatchiguingot his enterpriſe. Allthe which matters it 
Rleaſed him to acquaihtme with beagaule I bad counlelled him before to take the 
other courſe aboue rehearſed :;whereforc he would that I ſhould vnderſtand the 
reaſons, why hetollowed not miaeaguiſe. Further healleaged, that this courſe 
thould be mdit benefiwtall for tnswenime , the which had ſultained infinite trou- 
bles, becauſe of the greatneſſeof this kwuſe of Burgundie, and the mighty lenio- 
ries. that it poſleſied.:: Andifureastouchingthe world , bis reaſons caried great 
ſhew (though it cenfcienceme rhionghrotherwiſe : ) notwithſtanding ſuch was 
his wiſdome, that neither I nor any ot his ſaruants could ſeeſo far into his affaires 
& him feitecdid 3 for vhdoubrtedi phe was one of the wileſt and (ubtileſt Princes 
charlived in his timer Bur in fuck» waighry affaires God diſpoſeth the hearts of 
Kingsandgreat Princes, whicthe holdeth inhis hands, and direQteth them inth 
thoſe wares that beſt ſerue tor the executing of his determinations : for vndoub- 
tedly if i had pleafed him, that the King ſhould (till haue continued in that 
@urſeuwtiich heothimſelfe had deviſed before the Dukes death; the warres that 
have been-lincegandytr are;had never hapned.. But we were vnworthy on both 
{ides roenioy that quitopeacetharwas thenoffered vs, which ſure was the onely 
6iuſe ofithe Kings error, not wantof wit : tor as you haue heard, in witno man 
excelled'him; '1 wrire ofthele affaires at large, co ſhew that when a man attemp- 
teeth any gteatenterpriſe; he oughtatthe firſtthoronghly co debate it,to the end 
he ay cliooſe-the wiſeſt way ; but eſpecially ro ſubmithimſelfe ro God, and 
humblyrobeſcech him to direthim into rhe beſt courle, which isthe principall 
point, as appeatethborh by the ſcriptures and by experience. :mindenot heere 
to blame the King, norſaythatheerred inthisbehalfe: for peraduenture divers 
which kney'and viiderſtood morethan my. felfa;, were thenand yertare of his 
opinion ;/notwirthſtanding the, marter was 'not debated there nor elſewhere. 
Further; choſe that 'warte Chronides , iframe their ſtile commonly ro their com- 
metidacion of whom they ſpeak omitting diuers points, ſomtimes becauſe they 
know notthetruthoftherng (But as touching my ſelfe, I mindeto writenothing 


bur 
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butchat is true, and which my ſelfe either haue ſeen or karned of ſuch parties as 
are worthy of credit,not regarding any mans commendation. For no Prince is 
to be thought ſo wiſe, but that heerreth ſometime, yea oftentimes ifhe live long, 
as ſhould well appeare by their ations, if they were alwaies truly reported. The 
greateſt Senates and Conſuls that be or ever haue been,haueerred and doerre, as 
we may read and daily ſee. | 
When the King had repoſed himſelfe one day in this villageneere to Peronne, 
hedetermined the next morning to make hisentry into the towne ; for it was 
yeelded him as you haue heard. And at his departure he drew mealide, and 
commanded me to goe into the countrey of Poitou and the frontiers of Bri- 
raine,telling mein mine carethat if neither Maſter 0kuers enterpriſe trooke effeR, 
nor Monſeur de Cordes reuolted to him, he would cauſe all the country of Artois 
called La Leutclying vpon the river of Lis, to be burned ;and that donereturne 
againe into Touraine. I deſired him to be good to certaine who by my meanes 
were become his ſeruants, and to whom I had promiled in his name penſions 
and great rewards : whereupon he cooke their names of mein writing, and per- 
formed all that I had promiſed. Thus Itooke my leaue of him for that time. Bur 
cuen as | was taking horſe, Monſeur de Z»decame to me, whom the King for cer» 
caine conliderations fauord greatly. He was a man much giuen to his owne pri- 
uate gaine, and as he cared not to deceiue and abuſe any man : ſo was healſo ve« 
light of belicfe , and often beguiled himſelfe, He had been broughtvp with 
r King from his childhood, and knew which way to feed his humor, and had a 
very pleaſant head. He came and ſaid thus xo me ( wiſely after a ieſting manner) 
what depart you now when you ſhould bee'madeor neuer ; ſeeing the great 
things that fall daily into the Kings hands, wherewith he may enrich thoſe that 
helouerh? For my part I looke to be gouernor of Flaunders, and ro make my 
ſelfe all of gold, in vtrering the which words, he brake forth into great laughter = 
but] had noluſt to laugh, becauſe I feared thatthis proceeded of the King. Mine 
anſwer was , that I would beright glad ifhis fortune might beſuch, and thacl 
truſted the King would not forget me. Ka Bs 
A certaine knight of Hainault was come to menot paſt halfe an hower before 
my departure, who brought me newes of divers with whom I perſwaded by let- 
ters to put themſclues into the Kings ſeruice. The faid Knight andIare kin{men, 
and he is yerliuing , wherefore neither will I name him, northoſe of whom be 
brought me this advertiſement. His offterin few words wasto yeeld vnto the 
King the chicfe places and townes in Hainaule, Whereof I aduertiſed the _ 
even as | was taking my leaue; who after he had talked withthe faid knight, rol 
me that neither he nor thoſe others whom I named were ſuch as he had need oof, 
He miſliked onefor this point,and another for that, and their offer ſeemed vnta 
him nothing : for he thought to obraine all that he delired without them. A gain, 
after my departurethe King made Monſeur de Zudeto commune with the ſame 
knight, who was much diſcontented with the ſaid de Zudes words, and departed 
incontinent without entring into farther treatie,, becauſe the ſaid de Zwde and he 
would never haue agreed in any point. For whereas this knight was come out 
of Hainaultto get ſomewhat at the Kings hands whereby coinrich himſclfe : the 
faid de Zude at the firſt meeting asked him wharthe rownes would giue himtg9 
commend their cauſe to the King. Ithinke verily that this refufall the King made 
to theſe knights proceeded alſo of God ; for (inee that time he would hane made 
good account of them if he could have drawnethem to his ſervice. But perad- 
venture God would notaccompliſh his deſireinall points, euher becauſe ad, the 
bs 
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reaſons aboue alleaged, or for that he would nor ſuffer him to vſurpe this country 
of Hainault(which 15 held of the Empire) both becaule he had notitlethereunto, 
and alſo becauſe of the ancient league betweene the Emperors andthe Kings of 
Fraunce, whereof the King himſclte allo {cemed afterward to take notice. For 
he held Cambray,le Queſnoy, and Bolh * in Hainaulc, whereof Boſh hee yeelded : This 2:ig7 
2gaine, andreſtored Cambray becing an imperiall towneto neutrality as it was ';$<2P:3-ke 
before. Although my lelfe were preſent at theſe ations, yet was I enformed .þ.u-: and fo 
how they paſſed : for I had ood meanes to vnderſtand of them, becauſe I was 9 9: dobrir 
acquainted , and had beey brought vpn both theſe Princes dominions, and hauec _ deonds 
fince alſo communed withdiuers that were the priucipall managers of theſe at- 


taires on both ſides. 


Chap. 14. How Maiter Oliver the Kings barber failing t# exteute his enterpriſe at 
Gaunt, ſound meancs to put the Kings forces into T ournay. 


wo Aſter Oliver (as you haue heard) was gone to Gaunr,and cati- 
cd letters of creditto the Lady of Burgundy Duke Charles 
his daughter, hauing alſo commiſſion ro perſwade with hir 
apart, to put hirſeltc into the Kings goucrnment *. Burthis 3 The King 
wasnor his principall charge:for he doubred that he ſhould {25.3 
not obraine leauero commune with her apart; and though ward, becauſe 
be did , yerſuppoſed he that he ſhouldnor frame hir rohis 5*5® as 
requeſt. Buthis hope was toraiſe ſome greattumult inthis namely Flaun- 
cowne of Gaunt, which hath cucr been inclined to rebellion,and was the cafier ta 413, Artois, 
be mooued thereunto at this preſent,becauſe vnder Duke Philip and Duke Charles 0 
they had liued in great awe, and loſt divers priuiledges by the treaty made with o! Fraunce: 
the ſaid Duke Phwp, after their wars with him ended, Duke Charles alſo had taken —_— , 
one privilege from them,concerning the cleion of their Senate, for an offence godfzther , 
made the firſt day hee entered into the rowne as Duke + whereof becauſe I baug Th wasthe 
made mention before, I will heere write no further, Alltheſereaſons encouraged commanicd 
Maſter 0{zer the Kings barber to proceed in his enterpriſe,ſo farre foorth that hee this 0%wrto 
diſcouered his purpoſc to ſome ſuch of the citizens, as he thought would giue eare M205 
vnto him, offerivg ( belides divers otherpromiſes) tocauſethe King to reſtore "Y 
them their privileges that they hadloft. But notwithſtanding that he were nor in 
their Towne-houſe to ſpeake publikely to their Senate , becauſe he meanthirſt ro 
afſayifhee could doe any good with this young Princeſle ; yet was his enterpriſe 
{mclr out : wherefore after hee had ſoiourned a tew daics in Gaunt, he was ſent fot 
todeclarc hismeſſage'; whereupon he repaired to the Princeſle preſence, being 
apparclled much more ſumptuouſly then became one of his calling,and delivered 
his letters. The ſaid Lady fare in hir chaire of eſtate, having about hirthe Duke 
of Cleues , and the Biſhopof Liege, with diuers othernoble men, and a great 
number of her ſubjects. When ſhee had read hir letter, ſhee commanded him to 
deelare his meſſage. Buthe anſwered that he had nothing to ſay bur to her ſelte 
alone. Whereupon it was told him, that this wasnotthe manner of their couN» 
try,c{pecially ro commune in ſecret with this young Lady being vam arried. But 
he ſtill continued his former anſwer, that hee had nothing toſay bur to her ſelfe 
apart. Whercupon they threatned to make him ſay ſomewhat elſe: which words 
= him in feare. And [ thinke verily that when hecameto deliuerhis letter, hee 

adnot bethought him what roſay : for this was not hisprincipall charge, as you 


hauc heard. Thus maſter Oliver departed for this time without further ſpeech. 
Some 
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Some ofthe Councell began to ſcorne him, as well becauſe of his baſe eſtate , as 
of his fooliſh ſpeech and behaviour, but "_sy they of Gaunt ( in alittle vil- 
lagenecre whereunto he was borne) {coffed and derided him , fo farre forth thar 
ſuddenly hee fledde thence, being aduerrifed if he ſtaid there any longer,that he 
ſhould be throwne into the river ; which I thinke would haue prooucd true. The 
ſaid Maſter Oltuer named himſelfe Earle of Melun , alittle towne necreto Paris, 
whereof he was captaine. From Gaunt he fledde to Tournay, a towne in that 
country ſubie& ro neyther Prince, but maruellouſly affe&ioned to the King : 
for it is his after a ſort, and payeth him yeerely (ixe rhouſand franks ; bur in all 
other reſpeQts liverh in liberty, and receweth all forts of men : itis a goodly 
rowne and atftrong, as all che inhabitants thereabout can teſtifie. The Chureh- 
men andcitizens have all their poſſeſſions and reuenues in Henault and Flaun- 
ders, in both the which countries it is ſituate. Wherectore they vſed alwaics du- 
ring the long warres between King Charles the ſeuenth, and Philip Duke of Bur- 
gundy,to pay yeerely vnto the ſaid Duke ten thouſand franks ; the which ſumme 
{ haueſcene them pay alſo ro Duke Charles : but at the time that Maſter Oliner 
camethither they were quit of all payments, and liued in great wealth and qui- 
ctneſſe, Although Maſter oliwers charge aboue mentioned were too weighty 
for him rodeale in,yet was henot ſo much to be blamed, as they that committed 
itto him: for notwithſtanding that his enterpriſe had ſuch ſuccefſe, asit was euer 
like to hauez yetſhewed he himlelfe wiſe in thathee afterward did. For percei- 
uing the {aide rowne of Tournay to beeſituate vpon the frontiers of both the 
countries aboue named, and very commodious to endammage them both, if he 
could put the Kings forces that Jay in thoſe parts into it 3 and knowing further, 
thatthe rowneſ-men would neuer conſent thereunto, becauſe they never tooke 
part with eyther Prince, but ſhewed themſc]ues friends ener to both:hee 
(ent word ſecretly ro Monſeur de Money ( whole fonne was balife of the towne,bur 
not reſident there) that hee ſhould bring his company which he had within Saioe 
Quintins, and certaine other bands thar lay in thoſe quarcers, ro the towne of 
Tournay; who atthe hower appointed cametothe gate, where he found Maſter 
Oliver accompanicd with thirty or forty perſons, who partly by fauour , partly by 
force cauledrhe gateto be opened, and receined the Kings men; wherewith 
thepeople of the rowne were well enough contented, but nor the gouernours ; of 
whom Maſter Olier ſent ſeuen or eight to Paris , whence they departed not du- 
ring the Kings life. Afrertheſe men of armes , entred alſo diuers other ſouldiers, 
who did great harme afterward in the two countries aboue named : for they 
Ipoyled and burned many goodly villages and faire farmes, more to the dam- 
mage of the inhabitants of Tournay,than of any other for the reaſons aboue al- 
leaged. Tobe ſhort,ſolong they ſpoyled that the Flemmings aroſe, and tooke 
out of priton the Duke ot Guelderland ( whom Duke Charles had heldpriſoner) 
and made him their captaine: andinthiseſtate came beforethe rowne of Tour- 
nay, where they lay not long, but fled in great diferder, and loſt many of their 
men, and among thereſt, the Duke of Guelders , who had pur himſclfe bebinde 
tomaintainetheskirmiſh(being cuill followed) was there ſlaine, as heercafter 
you (hall heere more atlarge. Vherefore this honour and good ſucceſle that 
hapned to the King, and the greatloſle his enemies receined, proceeded of the 
{aid Maſter 0/:#ers wiſdome and iudgement : ſo that peraduenture a wiſer man, 
and a greater perſonage then he,might haue failed to atchicue the like enterpriſe. 
I haue ſpoken enough of the great charge this ſage Prince committed to this 
meancperſon. vnlit to manages ſo weighty a cauſe zone]y adding, that it ſeemed 

that 
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that God had troubled the Kings wits in this behalfe. For, as | aid before, ifhe 
had not thought this enterpriſe tar cafier then indeed it was ; but had appealed. 
his wrath,& laid downe his greedy delire of reuenge vpon this houte of Burgun- 
die, vadoubtedly he bad held at thisday all thoſe Seniories vader his ſubicftion, 


Chap. 15 Of the ambaſſaders the Lady of Burgundy daughter to the late Duke Charles 
ſent to the King,and how by meanes of Menſruy de Cordes the City of Arras, 
the townes of Hein and Bollein, and the towne of Arras it [elfe were yeelded 
$0 the King. 


4--£ O V have heard how Maſter William Biſcke yeelded Peronne 
I /.) tothe King. The faid Biſche was a man of baſe parentage, 

borne at Molins-Engibers in Nivernois; but inrichgd and 

greatly aduanced by Duke Charles of Burgundy, who 

made him captaine of Peronne, becauſe his houle called 

Clery (being a ftrong and goodly caſtle that the ſaid Biſche 

had purchaſed) was neere vntoit, But to proceed, after 

the King had made his entry into the towne, certaine 
ambaſſadors cameto him from the Lady of Burgundy, being all the greateft 
and nobleſt perſonages that wereableto doe her any ſeruice: which was vnadui- 
ſedly done to ſend ſo many together ; but ſuch was their deſolation and feare, 
that they wiſt not well what to fay or doe. T he aboue named ambaſſadors were 
theſe ; the Chancellor of Burgundy called Maſter Wrlliam: Hugonet,a rotable wiſe 
man, who had beenin great credit with Duke Chayles, and was bighly aduanced , 1" w__ 
by him. The Lord of Himbercourt (fo often before mencioned inthis Hiſtory) «s Tmor ad 
was therealſo, (who wasas wiſe a gentleman, and as able to manage a weighty Femmes | 
cauſe as ever I knew any) tagether with the Lord of la Vere,agreat Lord in Ze- g,7, "i = 
land, and the Lord of Grutuſe, and divers others as well noble men as Church: cetpc4 alto 
men,and burgeſſes of good townes. The King before he gaue them audience, j* am 
trauelled both generally with them all, and apart with every one of them to he required 
draw them to his ſervice. They all gave him humbleand lowly words, as men * Arms wos 
in great feare. Notwithſtanding, thoſe that had their poſſeſtions farre from his 1 {uu 
dominions iu ſuch countries as they thought to be out of hisreach would not town +nd the 
dind themiſelues to him inany reſpeR, vnleſſe the marriage betweene his ſonne ©"; 52943 
the Daulphin, and the (aid Lady their Miftreſſe rooke eftet. But rhe Chancellor pukes of Bur- 
and the Lord of Himbercourt, who had lived long in great authority, wherein guncy mas 
they ſtill deſired to continve, and had their lands lying neere tothe Kings domi- ,jc qu. 
nions, the one in the Dutchy of Burgundy, the other in Picardie neere to Ami- bridge was 

Ins, gave eareto his offers, and promiſed both to ſerue him in furthering this — 
marriage, and alſo wholly to become his, the marriage beeing accompliſhed: buube King 
which courſe he 11ked not (though it were ſimply the beſt) but was difpleaſed bear come 
with them, for that they would not then abſolutely enter into his ſervice. Not- DO 
withſtanding he ſhewed them no countenance of diſpleaſure becaufe he would rowne, and 
vſe their helpe as he might. Moreover, the King having now good intelligence — 
with Monſeyr de Cordes captaineand governor of Arras, by his counſell and ad- cred all the 
viſe required theſe ambaſſadors to cauſe the ſaid de Cordes to receive his men into __ dricge, 
the city of Arras * : for at that time there were wats and trenches between rhe ue won 
rowne and the city, but the towne was then fortified again(t thecitie * ; and now ty, whereas 
contrariwiſe the city is fortified againſt the towne. And divers perlwaſions vſed _ ww 
to the ſaid ambaſſadors, that this ſhould be the beſt and readieſt way to obtaine tothe rowne, 

peace 
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peace in ſhewing ſuch obedience to the King, they agreed to his demand.eſpeci- 
ally the Chancellor and Himbercowrt, andlent a letter of diſcharge to the ſaid de 
Cordes, wherein they aduertiled him of their conſentro the deliwery of the city 
of Arras. Itito the which ſo ſoone as the King was entered, heraiſed bulwarks of 
carth againſt the gates ofthe town,and in diuers other places necre to the town, 
Further, becauſe of this diſcharge, Monſeur de Cordes and the men of warre thar 
2Ifthe King Were with him, departed out otthe towne 3, and went whither them liſted,and 
__ —_ ſcrued where them belt liked. And as touching the ſaid de Cordes, he now accoun- 
_ pls. ting himſelfe diſcharged of his Miſtres ſeruice, by the ambaſladors letters aboue 
amballadors mentioned; determined to do homage tothe King,and to enter into his ſeruice; 
_—_ both becauſe his houſe, name,and armes were on this {ide the riucr of Som (tor 
it, bccanſe it he was called Maſter Philip of Creuecceur,ſecond brother to the Lord of Creue- 
wasthe Win!©cceurandallo becauſe theterritories ſo oftenaboue mentioned, which the houſe 
— of Burgundy had poſleſſed vpon the ſaid river of Somme,during the liues of D. 
but by optai- Philzpand Duke Charles, returned now without al controuerlie to the crown. For 
OT by the conditions of the treaty of Arras,they were ginen to Duke Philip, and his 
not greatly heires male onely. Wherefore ſeeing Duke Charles left no iſſue but his daughter, 
ar uy of, the laid Maſter Philip of Creuecceur became without al doubt the Kings ſubieQ: 
was viterly Jo that he could commit no fault by entring into the Kings ſeruice,aud reſtoring 
»ofortified) to him that which he held of him,vnleſſe he had done homage anew to the Lady 
negorthelaid of Burgundy. Notwithſtanding men haue rep orted,and will report diuerſly of 
charge, ho himfor this tat: whertore I leaue the matter to other mens iudgments. True it is 
_ _ that he had bin brought vp,enriched, & aduanced to great honor by D. Charles, 
Foththerown a8d that bis mother for a certain ſpace was gouerneſle of the Lady of Burgundy 
ofArras, and in her childhood : and further,when the Duke of Burgundy died, be was gouer- 
m—_ nour ofPicardy, Seneſcall of Ponthieu, Captaine of Courtray, gouernor of Pe- 
country of TOnne, Montdidier and Royc,and Captaine of Bolloin and Hedin. Al the which, 
' Artois, officesheholdeth yetat this preſent of the King ; in ſuch manner and torme, as 
after the Dukes death the King our Maſter confirmed them vnto him. 
Afterthe King had fortified the City of Arras (as you haue heard)hedeparted 
thenceto belicge Hedin, leading thither with him the ſaid de Cordes, who had 
bin captaine of the place not paſt three daies betore,and his men were yet with= 
in it,and made ſhew as though they would defend ic for the Lady of Burgundy, 
+ For they Taying that they had ſworne to be true vnto her:but after theartillery +hadjbea- 
were willing ten it two or three daies, they fell ro parlament with the ſaid de Cordes their late 
4 = > captaineand yeelded the towneto the King.But this was indeed a compact mat- 
U! DECAUIEC . . . 

they would ter betweenetheKing and them. From thence the king went before Bolloin, 
depart like where the like was alſo done: but they held,as I remember,a day longer then the 
—_— fuſp;. Orhers. This was a very dangerous enterpriſe ifther had bin ſoldiers in the coun- 
tionot rea. try;and that the king knew well enough, as he afterwad told me : for diversin 
ra, Bolloin, perceiuing this to be a meere colluſion between the ſoldiers & him, tra- 
tecanmon Uuelled to have put men into the town,ift they could haue leauicd them in time,& 
brought be- to haue defended it in good earneſt. During the ſpace of fine or {1x daies that the 
fret... king lay before Bolloin,they of Arras perceiuing how they had binabuſed, and 

conlidering in what danger they ſtood, being enuironed on euery fide with a 

great number of ſoldiers,and great force of artillery : trauelled toleuy men to 

put into the trowne, and writ thereabout to their neighbors of Liſle and Douay. 

Art theſaid rown of Douay was Monſeur de Fergy, & diuers others whoſe names 

Iremember not, with a few horſemeneſcaped out ofthe battel of Nancy. T helc 


determined to enter the towneof Arras,and leuicd althe force they could,being 
to 


eo =o <= = E# mo. wit ww a __ 


PHILIP. DE COMMINES. 16g 


tothenumber oftwo or three hundred horſe good & bad,& fiue or ſix hundred 
foormen.Butr. ey of Douay (whole peacockes feathers were not yetall pulled) 
conſtrained them ſpite of their teerths to depart the rowneatnoone'day, which 
was great folly,and ſo came ofir.For the country beyond Arras is as plaineasa 
mans hand,and between Douay and Arras are about fiueleagues. Itthey had 
carried rill night(as they would ifthey might haue been ſuffered)they had ſure 
accomplilhed their enterpriſe. But when they were vponthe way, they whome 
the K. left in the City of Arras,namely Monlieur de.Zude, John de Fon, andthe 
Marſhall of Loheacs company being aduertiſed of their comming,determined 
with all (peed to ſlue forth,and encounter them;andto putallia hazard rather 

chan ro ſuffer them to enter the towne : forthey well perceived thar if they en- 

tred the towne, the city could not bee defended. Theirenterprife was very dan- 

gerous, yet they executed it valiantly, and put to flight this band iſſued out of 
Douay ; the which alſo they ſo ſpeedily purſued, that they weteall'inamanner, 

either {laine or taken,and among the priſoners was Monſieur de Yergy himſelfe. 

The next day the K.arriued there in perſon,reioycing much becauſeofjrhis dif 

comfiture,and cauſed all the priſoners to be broughe before him, & ofthe foot- 

men commanded a great number to be {lain,to put therby thoſe few men ofwar 

yet remaining in thoſe quarters,into the greater fear.morouer Monſieur 42 

he kept long 1n priſon, becauſe he would by no meanes be broght to do hits ho- 

mage; notwithſtanding that he lay in cloſe priſon and in irons: but in the ende 

hauing been priſonera yeere and more, -- his mothers perſwalion he yeelded 

tothe Kings pleaſure; wherein he did wiſely, For the King reſtored bimrtoall hs 

lands,and all choſe he was in ſate for. He gaue him fartherteh thoufand frankes 

of yearely reuenues,and diuers other;goodly offices. They which eſcaped ourof 
this diſcomficure, being very few in number,cntredt' :towne;beforethe: which 
the King brought bis artillery,and laid his battery. Theartilkery was gaodiy: & 

great,and the — terrible; but the town wall and the ditch nothing ſtromyg;; 

wherefore they within were in great feare,the rather becaufethe town was vt- 

terly vnfurniſhed of foldiers:Further, Monſeur de Cordes had (good intelligence 

within it, and to ſay the truth, the City being in the kings htndsthe rown could 

not be defended : wherfore they (ell ro parlament and yeelded it by compoti- 

tion, which notwithſtanding was cuill obſerued;whereof Monfieur de Lode was 

partly to blame. For diners Burgeſſes and honelt men were f}ain in the preſence 
of him and M William de Ceriſay,who matuelouſly enriched themſclues nie 
the ſaid de Zude tolde me that he got during the time of his being there twenty 
thouſand crowns, and twotimbers of Marterns. Moreouer they of the towtie - 
lentthe King 60000. crownes, which ſumme was much too great for their abili- 
iN but Ithinke it was repaied them, for they of Cambray lenr40000.which Iam 
ure were reftored,as I thinke were theſe als. | | 
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Chap. 16. How the Citizens of Gaunt ſurped authority oner their Princeſſe after 
her fathers death, came in ambaſſage to the King, as from the three eitates of 
their Country, 


Tk HE fametimethe ſiegelay before Arras, the Lady of Bur- 
= 8 gundy wasat Gaunt inthe hands of hir mutinous ſubie& 
A Pe greatly to her [ofſe; but tothe Kings profit; for alwaies ones 
= oF. loſle is anothers gaine. The Citizens of Gaunt ſo ſoone as 
they vnderftood of Duke Charles his death, thinking them- 
ſelues thereby clearely delivered out of captiuity : appre- 
hended their Senators being tothe number of (ix and twen- 
ty, and put them all or the greateſt part todeath z pretending that they did ir 
becauſe the ſaid Senators the day before had commanded one to be beheaded , 
though not without deſertzyet without avthority (as they ſaid)their commith- 
on being determined with the Dukes death, by whom they were choſen into 
that office. They {lewalſo diuers honeſt men ofthe towne that had been the 
Dukes friends:amongſt whom were ſom,that when | ſerued him,diflwaded him 
in my preſence, from deſtroying. a great part of the towne of Gaunt,which hee 
was fully reſolued to haue done. Further,they conſtrained their Princes to con- 
firm altheir ancient priuileges,hoth thoſerhey loſt in the time of D. Philip by the 
treaty of Gaures,and thoſe alſo that Duke Charles tooke from them. The aide 
priuileges ſcrued them onely for firebrands of rebellion againſt their Princes, 
whom aboue all things they delireto fee weake and feeble. Morcouer, during 
"their Princes minority, and before they begin to gouerne, they are marucilous 
tender ouer them : but when they are come to the gouernement they cannot a- 
way with them, as appeareth by this Lady,whom they loued deerly and much 
tendered before bir comming to the ſtate. Further, you ſhall vnderſtand,that if 
afrerthe Dukes death theſe men of Gaunt bad raiſed no troubles, but hadſought 
to defend the country,they might eaſily have put men into Arras, and perad- 
venture into Peronne; butthey minded onely theſe domeſticall broiles . Not- 
withſtanding while the K.lay before the rowne of Arras, certaine ambaſſadors 
came to him from the three eſtates ofthe ſaid Ladies countries. For at Gaunt 
werecertaine deputies for the threceſtates, butthey ofthe rowne ordered all at 
their pleaſure, becauſe they held their Princes in their hands. The K. gaue theſe 
- ambaſladors audience, who among other things ſaid that they made no ouer- 
tureofpeace, but with-conſent of their Princes: who was determined in all 
matters to-follow the aduiſe and counſell of the three eſtates ofher country.Fur- 
ther, they required the K.to end his war in Burgundy & Artois,and to appoint 
a day when they might meet to treat friendly rogether of peace,andinthe mean 
time,that he would cauſe a ſurceaſe of Armes.The K. had now ina maner obtai- 
ned all he defired,and ſuppoſed the ſucceſſe of the reſt would have anſwered his 
expettation otherwiſe then it did, becauſe he was certainely informed, that moſt 
ofthe men of war in the country were dead and ſlain,and knew well that a great 
many others had forſaken the ſaid Ladies ſernice,eſpecially Monſieur de Cordes of 
whom he made grear reckoning, and not without cauſe; for he could not haue 
taken by force in long time,that which by his intelligence hee obtained in few 
daies,as before you haue heard:wherfore he made ſmall account of theſe ambal- 
ſadors demands.Further,he perceiued theſe men of Gaunt to be ſuch ſeditious 
perſons,and ſo inclined to trouble the fiate of their country, that his enemies 
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by meanes thercofſhould nor be able to aduiſe, nor giue order howtoreſiſt him, 
For of thoſe that were wile, and had beenc in credite with their former Princes , 
none were called to the debating of any matrer offtare, butperſecuted, and in 
danger of death: eſpecially the Burgundians whom they hatred extreamely, be- 
caulc of their great authority in times aſt.” Moreoner,the King { who ſaw fur- 
ther into theſe affaires than any man in hisrealme)knew well what affeRion the 
citizens of Gaunt had cuer borneto their Princes, and how much they defired 
ro ſee them affeebled; fo that they in their country feltnoſmart thereof. Where- 
fore he thought it beſt to nouriſh their domcſticall conrentions; 'and to ſer them 
further by the cares together, which was ſoone done : for thoſe whom he had ro 
doe with, were bur bcaſts, moſt part of them rownes men vnacqnainted with 
choſe ſubtle practiſes, wherein he hadbeenc trained vp,and could vie for his pur- 
poſe,berterthan any manliuing. 
The King laid hold on theſe words of the Ambaſſadors, that their Princeſſe 
would doc nothing without the conſent and aduiſe of the three eſtates of her 
country,and anſwered, that they were euillinformed of her pleaſure, and of cer- 
raine particular men about hir : forhe knew very perfectly, that ſhee meant to 
gouerne all hir affaires by the aduile of certaine particular perſons, who defired 
nothing leſſe than peace: and as touching them and theit afions, he was well 
aflured they ſhould be diſauowed. Whercunto the ambaſſadors (being not a 
linle moned, as men vnacquainted with grear affaires,) made a hot an{wer that 
they were well aſſured of that they ſiid, and would ſhew their inſtruCtions, ifneed 
ſo required. Whereunto anſwere was made,that they ſhould ſec alerter, if it fo 
pleaſedthe king, written by parties worchy of credite, wherein the king was ad- 
ucrtiſed thatthe ſaid Lady would gouerne her affaires by fowre perſons onely. 
Wherennto the others replied, that they were ſure of the'contrary, Then the 
king commanded alerterto bee brought forth, which the Chancellour of Bur- 
gundy,and the Lord of Himbercourt deliucred him ar theirlaſt being with him 
at Peronne. The ſaid letter was written partly with the yong Ladies owne hand; 
partly by the Dowager of —_— Duke Chartes his widow, and fiſter to king 
Edward of England,and partly by :he Lord of Ravaſtain brother rothe Duke of 
Cleues, and tbe (aide young Ladiesncareſt kinſman:ſothar it was written with 
three ſeuerall hands,but ſigned withthe name ofthe young Lady alone; for the 
other twain ſect to their hands onely 9 giue itthe greater credite. The contents 
of the letter were, to defirethe King to give creditto thoſe things, whereof the 
Chaunccllor and Himbercourt ſhould aduertiſe him. And further, it was therein 
fignified vnto him,that ſhe was refolued to gouerne all her affaires by foure per- 
ſo2s, namely, the Dowager her mother in law, the Lord ofRauaſtain, and the 
abouc named Chauncellour and H:berc:urt by whom only and none other, ſhe 
humbly beſought him! > negotiate with hir;zbecaule vpon them ſhe would repoſe 
the whole goucrnment of hir affaires, | { 
When theſe citizens of $2unt, and the other ambaſſadors had ſeene this letrer 
it heated them throughly; and | warrant you thoſe thatnegotiated with them , 
failednot to blow the fire, Inthe end the lerter was deliuered them,and no other 
diſpatch of importance had they, neither paſſed they greatly tor any other: bur 
thought onely vpon their domeſticall diviſions , and how to make a new world , 
neuer looking further into this buſineſſe, notwithſtanding that the lofſe of Arras 
ought ro hane gricued them much morethanthis letter: bur they were rownes 
men (as [ſaid before) vnacquainted with theeſe affaires. They returned ſtraight 
to Gaunt, where they found their Princes 'accompanied with the Duke of 
- Q 2 Clcucs 
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bo Cleues, her neareſt kinſman,and of her bloud by his mother *, he was an ancient 
called 1-5», man, brought vp continually in this houſe ot Burgundy,where he receiued an 
poorer; yeerely pen(ion of ſix thouſand guildons; wherefore belides thai hee was their 
ain ary kinſman,he reſorted thither oft times as a penlioner to do his duety, The Bithop 
hitcrio Duke of Liege,and divers noble men were there allo, partly to waite vpon this young 
———_— , Lady,and partly for their owne particular affaires. For the ſaid Bilho p enter- 


[:b.17.p 1:57, tained a ſurethere to diſcharge his country ofa paiment ofthirty thouſand guil- 


verry dons or thereabout, which they gave yeerely to D. Charles by the treaty they 
tar.4/vpþ ; Made with him, when the wars aboue mentioned ended. All the which warres 
was ſonneto began for the ſaid Biſhops quarrell,ſo thatthere was no caule why hee ſhould 
—_ —_ mouethis ſute; bur rather ſeck to keep them ſtill in poverty; for he receiued no 
b « corruptly, benefit there more than of his ſpirituall wriſdition and of his demains (which 
ions alſo were but _ . vr _ of = _ - = OT, greatneſle 
end ofthis Of his Dioces.) The ſaid Biſhop (brother ro the Dukes of Bourbon John, and 
——— Peter now living) being a man outs gluento Pleaſuresand good cheare, and 
2 The Biſhop litcle knowing what was proftable or vnprofitabietor himlelfe : receiued into 
of Liegesre- his ſeruice Maſter Willsam de la Marche 3, a goodly valiantknight, but cruell and of 
nine chonfand NAUgRty CON ditions; who had been enemy of long time both to the ſaid Biſhop, 
poundſtarling and alſo to the houſe of Burgundic forthe Liegeots cauſe. To this de la Marche 
G-i:chiar. the Lady of Burgundie gauefifteen thouſand guildons, partly in fauour of the 


| wears; Biſhop, and partly ro hauc him hir friend : but he ſoonafter revolted both from 


named Arem* hir and from the ſaid Biſhop his Maſter, and attempted by force through the 
—_ "* Kings fauour to make his owneſonne Bilhcp. Afterward alſo hediſcomfited the 
murther, rezd ſaid Biſhop in battell, ſlew him with his owne hands, and threw him into the ri- 
Beriands:,-77 uer, where his dead corps floted vp and downe three daies. But the Duke of 
Cleucs was come thither in hope to make a marriage between his eldeſt ſonne 
and the ſaid Lady, which ſeemed to him a very fit match for divers reſpe4s; and 
ſure I thinke it had taken effeRifhis ſons conditions had liked the yoong Lady 
and hir ſeruants : for he was deſcended ofthis houſe of Burgundie, and held his 
Duchie of it,and had been brought vp in it ; but peraduentureitdid him harme 


thathis behauiour was ſo well knowne there, 


Chap. 17. How they of Gaunt after their ambaſſadors returne, put to death the Chaun- 
cellor 'Hugonet , and the Lord of Himbercourt againſt their Princeſſes will : 
and how they and other Flemmings were diſcomfited before Tournay , and 
their Generall the Duke of Guelares ſlaine. 


vw Ow to proceed inthe hiſtorie, Aftertheſeambaſſadors were 
Px returned to Gaunt, the councell was aſſembled, and the 
a) Princeſle fate in her chaire of eſtate, accompanied with all 
F birnobility to giue them audience. Then the ambaſſadors 
L- made rehcarſall of the commiſhon ſhe gauethem, touching 


: 
, mined to follow 1n all pointsthe aduiſe and connlſell ot the 
three eſtates of her country : hee forthwith anſwered that hee was ſure of the 
contrary,and becauſe they auowed their ſaying, offered to ſhew the ſaid Ladies 
letters inthat behalfe. The Princeſle being therewith moned, ſuddenly anſwe- 
red in the preſence ofthem all that it was not ſo, aſſuring herſelte that the King 


had notſhewed herletter. Then he that ſpake being Recorder of Gaunt - 
4 Brucels 
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Brucels, drew the letter out of his boſome before the w hole aſſembly anddeli- 
uered it hir. Wherein he ſhewed himſelfe a lewd fellow and anvnciuill, in dilbo- 
noring openly after ſuck a ſort this yoong Lady, who oughtnot ſo rudely:to 
haue been dealt with : for though ſhe had committed anerror ,' yet was it not 
ublikely to bereformed. Ir is no maruell if ſhe were greatly aſhamed thereof, 
bor ſhe had proteſted the contrary to the whole world, The Dowager of Bur- 
gundie, theLord of Rauaftain, the Chancellor, and the Lord of Himbercourr 
wereall fower therepreſent alſo. OR 04! 
The Duke of Cleues and diuers others who had been pur in hope of this 
ng Ladiesmariage, ſtormed maruelloullyarthis letter, and then began their 
Laions to: breake forth.. The ſaid Duke was-cuer- perſwaded heretofore that 
Himbercourt would further his ſute for his ſonne: but now perceiving by this ler- 
ter his hopero be fruſtrate, he became his morrtall foe *. The Biſhop of Liege, 1With thelee- 
and his minion Maſter William de ls Marche who was there with him, loved hum j** "< King 
not for the things done at Liege ; whereof the ſaid Himbercaurt had been the med nd 
chiefe inftrument. The Earle of Saint Paule ſonneto the Conſtable of Fraurice, me Gage, thar 
hated both him and the Chancellor ; becauſe they two deliuered his father ar|* Cane 
Peronneto the Kings ſeruants, as before you baueheardatlarge. They of Gaunt bercour: 
alſo hated them both, not for any offence made, bur becauſe of the greatuutho-/Pfovght, 
ritie they had borne : whereof vndoubtedly they were as worthy asany mat.ica ofa mar- 
that lived in theirtime, cither heereor there; forthey were ener true and faich- riage between 
full ſervants rotheir Maſter. | "OT Eater a 


To be ſhort, the ſame day at night chat this letter was ſhewed , the aboue na- which alſo 
med Chancellor and court through the furtherance as I am perſwaded of _ — 
their enimies aboue named, were apprehended by.che citizens. of Gaunt, which further ; and 
danger notwithſtanding that they were forewarned of by their friends z yer had thiswas the 
they not power toauoide, as it hath often hapned to divers others, Withthem pk 7 po 
was alſo apprehended M. William of 'Clugny then Biſhop of Therouenne, arid ves became 
ſince of PoiRiers ; andallthree anptiined in one place. They of Gaunt pro- imbercourts 
ceeded againſt them by colour of proceſſe (contrary to their accuſtomed maner 
in their renenge) and appointed certaine of their Senateto heare their.caule ; 
with whom they ioynedin commilhon one ofthis houſe of La Marche, deadly 
enimieto the ſaid Hymbercours. Firft they demanded of thetn, why they cauled 
Monſeur de Cordes to deliver the citie of Arras tothe King, butthereupon they 
ſtood not long ; notwithſtanding-that they had nothing: elle iuſtly to charge 
them with. But this was not itthargrieued thenr: : for neither cared they to ſee 
their Prince affeebled by the loſſe of ſuch a towne , neither: had they the wit to 
conſider what great damage mightenſuethereot ro themſelaes in tract of time. 
Wherefore they reſted chiefly vpon two points ?z the firſt, they charged them # The cauſes 
that they had receiued bribes of the rowne of Gaunt, namely for aſurein law, %i* Chan- 
which of late the ſaid towne had obtained by their ſentencepronounced by the Himbercourts 
faid Chancellor, againſta particular man whom they had in ſure. Bur of allthis Fe2hread in 
matter of briberie, they acquited themſclues very honorablyz and as concerning ,, 
that particular point wherethey of Gaunt charged them; that they had fold iu- 
ſtice, and taken money of them to pronounce ſentence on their behalfe : they an- 

ſwered, thatthe town of Gaunt obtained their ſure, becauſe their cauſe was good; 
&as touching the mony rhey tooke, they neuer demanded it,nor cauſed ir to be 
demanded, bur receiued it being offered. The ſecond point was, that during the 
time they were with the late D.Charls their Maſter,and alſo being his lieutenants 
in his abſence, they had done divers things againſt the prjuiledges and _ 
Q3 0 
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of their town,and that whoſoeuer doth againſt the privileges of Gaunt, ought tg 
die. Butthis poine touched them no whut : for they were neither their ſubies 
nor citizens, neither able to infringe their priuileges z and if che Duke or his fa- 
ther tookeany. of their priuileges from them, they did itby the treatic made bg- 
eweenthem, after theirlong warres and diuiſions : but the other priuileges thax 
were left them (being in truth more than were conuenient for their profit) were 
neuer broken, but kept and obſerued. Well, notwithſtanding the anſwers theſe 
two notable men madeto theſe two points (for of the principall matter firſt ob- 
ietedagainft them,no word was ſpoken) yet the Senate of the towne condem- 
ned chem to die as they ſtood at the barre, becaule (a5 they ſaid) they had bro- 
ken their privileges, and receiued bribes after indgment giuen vpon the matter 
in law aboue mentioned. Theſe two worthy perſonages hearing this crucll ſen- 
tence, were nota little aftoniſhed : and no maruell, tor they ſaw no way how to 
eſcape,being in their enimies hands: notwithſtanding they appealed to the King 
and his court of Parlament, truſting by this meanes to delay their death, to the 
'end their friends in the meanetime might deuiſe ſome way to ſaue them. Before 
their arrainment,they racked them extremely againſt all order of law. Their pro- 
ceſſe endured but fix daies, and ( notwithſtanding their appeale) after ſentence 
pronounced, they gaue them but three howersreſpite to confeſſe them , and be- 
thinke them of their ſoules health. Which time expired, they led them into 
their market place, and ſet them vpon a ſcaffold. The Lady of Burgundie (after- 


.... . ward Ducheſle of Auftrich) being aduertiſed of their condemnation , went to 


the rowne-houſe to make requeſtand ſupplication for their liues : but-perceiuing 
tharſhe could do no good there,ſhe went to the market place, where all the peo- 
ple wereaſſembled'together in. armes, andthere ſaw thetwo noble men abaue 
named, ftanding vpon the ſcaffold. .The faid Ladie was in her mourning appa-» 
| rell; having nothing on her head but akerchiete, which was an humble and ſim- 
pleartire, and ought of right to haue mooued them to pity. There ſhe deſired 
the people with weeping eies,and hir haire looſe about hir ſhoulders,to haue pit- 

vpon theſe hirtwo ſeruants, and to reſtore them vnto hir, A great part of the 
people were willing that hir pleaſure ſhould bedone , and that they {hould not 
die ; bur others would in no wiſe giuecare vnto hir : whereupon they bent their 
Pikes the one againſt the other. Butthoſe that delired their death were the ſtron- 
ger, and cried to them that ſtood vpon the ſcaffold rodiſpatch them ; immedi- 
ately whereupon both their heads were ftricken off: and in this eſtate returned 
this poore Lady to hir Court ſorrowfulland comfortlefle : for thele two were 
theprincipall perſons, in whom ſhe had repoſed hir whole confidence. After 
they of Gaunt had donethis exploit, they remooued from about the ſaid Lady, 


© the Lord of Rauattain, and the Dowager Duke Charles widow hir mother in 


law, becauſe they had alſo written part of the letter aboue mentioned , which 
Himwbercourt and the Chancellor delivered to the King, and they of Gaunt re-de- 


 ,_ «liueredtotheirPrinceſſeafter their returne, as before you haue heard. Further, 


they vſurped all power and authoritie ouer this poore yoong Lady : for 6 

might ſhe now well be called, both becauſe of the great damage ſhe hadalready 

-receiued by thelofle of ſo many notable townes,irrecouerable by force,conlide- 
ring his power in whoſe hands they were, although by fauour, friendſhip, or 

compoſition ſome hope yet remained; andalſo becauſe ſhe was in the hands of 

the ancientenimiesand perſecutors of hir houſe, which was a great misfortune 

to hir, Notwithſtanding theſe citizens of Gaunt in all their publike ations have 

euer ſhewed more groſle folly than cunning: and no anid for they that _ 
credit 
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credit and authoritie among them, are for the moſt part, wealthy men of occu- 
z0n, vnacquainted with waighty affaires, and little ynderſtanding. what be- 
longeth to the gouernement ofa tate. Their cunning conlifteth but intwo 
points ; the one, that they ſtudie. by all meanes poſhble how to weaken and im- 
pouerilh their Prince: the other, that when they haue made fault,and finde the 
partic offended too ſtrong forthem, they craue pardon with greater humilitie, 
and buy peace with larger gifts than any people in the worjd; yea angl knowe 
what inltruments to worke by, & what perſons to labour for obtaining of peaee; 
better than any towne that euer I knew. | Yiaur” 
After they of Gaunt had taken by force the gouernment of their Princeſſe, put 
thetwo abouc mentioned todeath,; and remooued from about her thoſe thir 
miſliked them z they began euery where to place and diſplace officers-24-rbeir 


pleaſure, and to baniſhand ſpoile all thoſe that had beft ſerued this houſe bf Bur- 


ndie, not regarding their good oreuill deſert but aboue/all other menthey 
ated the Burgundians eſpecially, fo farre forth that they banithed them all; and 
trauelled to make them the Kings ſeruants &ſubiefts as much asthe King bim- 
ſelfe did, who ſollicited them thereunto by faire words, wiſe. perſwalions, large 
ifts and promiſes, and ſoughr alſo to conliraine them by greac force which he | 

din their countrey. M oreouer theſe men of Gaunt meaning to begin their 

uernment with ſome caſe of nonelry, tooke out of priſon ( as already is men- 
tioned ) the Duke of Gueldres, who on time:by Duke Charles bis comman- 
dement had beene held priſoner for the cauſes aboue rehearſed, and him they - .. 
made generall ofan army which they among themſelucs , namely the townes of 
Bruges, Gaunt, and Ypre, levied ang ſent to Tournay to ſet fire onthe ſuburbes 
thereof, which was little for their Princeſles profit. For 209. ſoldiers ſentiatime - 
to Arras, orten thouſand franks to haue entertained menro purints it, when the 
ſiege came before it ; would haue done both her and rhem much more feruice _ 
than ten ſuch armiesas this. For this army could doe no good bur fireafewe 
houſes in aplace, whereofthe King made ſmall account : for. tice levied:neicher 
taskes nor ſubfidies there, buttheir wit was not able to reach thus far. After the 
Duke of Gueldres was come before Tournay with this army being tothe num- 
ber of twelve or fifteenerhouſand men,very well = bytherownes abouc men» 
tioned, he ſer fire on the ſuburbes. But within the rowne were three or fower 
hundred men ofarmes which fallied out and charged his men on the backe as © 
they retired, and incontinent putthemeo flight. But the Duke himſclfe being a 
valiant Prince, turned againſt his enemies meaning to maintaine the skirmiſh, to 
the end kis men mighthaue leafureto retire : but being cuill followed he was 0- 
uerthrowne and (laine; and a good numberalſo of his people; yet was the Kings 
force that did this exploit very ſmall. The Flemmings army retired with this 
loſe, for there was but one band of men defcated.:/TheLady of Burgundy ( as I 
haue heard ) and her friends reioiſed much at tbiwnewes ; tor the bruite ran for a 
certainty that they of Gaunt weredeterminedto compell her by force ro marry 
this Duke of Gueldres, which willingly ſhe would neuer have done for diuers 
reaſons aboue rehearſed. "©" | 
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Chap. 18. 4 i/courſe pon this point that wars and diuifions are permitted of God 
| of Den ek fifa Princes and exill people,with diuers good ion 
and examples for the inſtruction of Princes, which happpened mihe 
authors time. 


Cannot imagin for what cauſe God hath ſo long preſerued 
this towne of Gaunt, thefountaine of ſo many miſchictes, 
and of ſo ſmall importance for the benefirotthe country 
where it is ſituate. Forit yeeldeth no commodity tathe 
common wealth, much leſſe to the Prince ; neither is ir 
comparable to Bruges, which is a-place where is greater 
trafhcke of merchandiſe and reſort of ſtrangers in my 

| opinion,than inany towne in Europe; ſo that the deſtru- 

Qon thereof ſhould be an irrecouerable loſſe. But it ſeemerh that God hath cre- 
ated nothing in this world neither man nor beaft,withoutan enimiec to hold it in 
teare and humility;and for that purpoſe ſerueth this towne of Gaunt very well *, 

— For there is no countrey in Chriſtendome more inclined to all wanton pleaſures, 

'hatchis town POMPS and delicacies than this countrie of Flaunders, notwithſtanding they are 

of Gauntisfi- good Chriſtians there; and ſerue and honor God well. Bur it is not this nation 

—_ mn only, to whom God hath giuenas it were a continuall pricke, to put them in 

tothe vhole Minde of their duty : For to Fraunce he hath giuen the Engliſhmen for enimies3 

_—_ of tothe Engliſh men the Scots; to the realmeof Spaine Portugale, I will not fay 

Thich ochar. Granado : for they are enemies ofthe faith ; notwithſtanding hitherto the ſaid 

wiſe becauſe countrey of Granado hath much troubled and endamaged the realme of Caſtile. 

ofthe great  Againſtthe Princes of Irtalie, the greateſt part of the which hold their lands by 
therof, would NO title; vnles it be giuen them in heauen ( whereof we can bur diuine) and who 
ſoone forget rule cruelly and violently ouer their ſubies by extreme exaRions and leuies of 

—IF and Money: God hath raiſed vp the freeſtates of the ſaid countrey , namely Venice, 

Fregoſiniin Florence, Genua, and ſometime Bononia, Senes,Piſa, Luques, and others,which 

- indiuerspointsarecontrarieto the Princes, and the Princes to them, each of 

1This divis. them hauingan cievpon other, that none grow too great. But to ſpeake more 

on begin an- particularly of the ſtate of Italic; againſt the houſe of Arragon God hath raiſed 

n01395->*= the houle of Aniou z againſt the Sforces (which vſurpe the place of the Vi- 

Abbotof Ein- COUnts in the Duchieof Milan ) the houſe of Orleans ; againſt the Venetians,the 

- —_ the Princes of Italie, as before I haue ſaid, and beſides themthe Florentines; againſt 

Sui, and che the Florentines their neighborsof Senes, Piſa, and the Genuois ; and againſtthe 

ſid Abbot ſaid Genuois their. owne cuill government, and want of faith each to other, 

demanded = whichis ſo vniuerſally knowen, that cuery man can tell thereof : for their faQi- 
polde Duke of ONS are in league the oneagainft the other , as appeareth by the Fourgouze ?, 

Auſtrich. =Adorni,d'Orie, and others. Now to ſpeake of Almaine ; you haue alwaics the 

in. ates | houſeof Auftriche and Bauiereat variance, and particularly them of Bauiere di- 

Dute of Au- uided among themſelues. In likemaner the houſe of Auſtriche hath particular- 

frich bro- 1y oppoſiteto it the Swiſſers; the beginning of which their variance aroſe but 

the former about a little village called Swiſle 3, vnable to arme fixe hundred men, whereof 

_ _ . the other Swiſſers beare their name ; who are now ſo increaſed, that two of the 

whom they Duke of Auſtriches beſt towns, namely Zurich and Fribourg bee of their can- 

fucatthe bat- tons. Moreouer, they haue obtained great viories , and {laine ofthe Dukes of 
ell of Sem- Auftrich in the field 4. Divers other quarrels alſo there are in Almaine, as the 


—_ 4 Duke of Cleues againſt the Duke of Gueldres ; the Dukes of Gueldres againſt 


che 
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the Dukes of Tulliers: the Eaſterlings who inhabite ſofarnorthward , againſt the 
Kings of Deamarke. Andrto ſpeake generally of Almaine, there are ſomany 
ſtrong places there, ſo many men inclined to miſchiefe, ro ſpoyle, torob,and that 
vie force and violence one againſt another vpon ſmall occaſions, that is a won- 
derto ſce: for a man that is able romainraine but himſelte and his feruant ; will 
proclaime war againſt agreatcitie or a Duke , that vnder colour thereof he may 
the berter cob andſpoyle : for he will haue ſome ſmall caſtell firuare vpon arotke 
ro retire into, where hee ntertainerh twenty or thirty horſemen , which renne 
downe to rob and ſpoyle the country at his commandement. -Theſe men ate 
very ſeldome puniſhed by the Princes of Almaine, becauſe theywſe their helpe 
when they necde their ſeruice : burtthe townes it they rake any ofrhem, puniſh 
them cruelly, and often beſiege anddeſtroy their caſtles. Further, the faid crowns 
hauec ſoldiers alwaies in pay for their defence. VVheretore it ſcemerh that. theſe 
Princes and townes of Almaine are preferued , the one to force the other rodoe 
that is right and good. And irisneceſſary that fach diviſions ſhould be nor only 
there,bur through the whole world. I hauc hitherto ſpoken but of Europe; for'l 
am not well informed of Afta and Africke:yet we heare that they are Jiuided and 
make war one vpon another as we do,yea after a much beaſtlier fort. For I know 
inthis part of Atricke bordering vpon vs; diuers places where they fell one anothet 
to the Chriftians,as alſo well appeareth by the Portugales, who haue bought and 
daily do buy of them many {laues. Burl doubt how well we may-vpbraid thisto 
the Saracens, (ith in ſome part of Chriſtendome they doe the like : norwithſtan- 
ding thoſe conntries are either vnder the Turkes dominions,or next neighborsto 
him; as for example ſome part of Grete. I 
It ſcemeth then that ſuch diuiſions are requiſite through the whole world z'and 
that theſe pricks and ſtings before fpoken of which God hath giuen cuery eſtate, 
and in a manner cuery particular perſon , are neceſſary. And ſurely tor mine 
owneopinion ( ſpeaking as a man vnlearned , and one that will maintaine no 0+ 
pinion notto be maintained) I thinke they are neceſſary indeed, eſpecially be- 
cauſe of the beaſtlineſſe of ſome Princes, and the wickednefle of otherſome; who 
hauing wit and experienceſufficient, donotwithſtanding abaſe it. For a' Prince 
or any other man of what eſtate or condition ſocuer he be, hauing power and au- 
thoritice where he dwellech ouer others, if he be learned and haue tcene and read 
much, is thereby eyther much amended or empaircd , for much learning maketh 
the euill woorſe, and bettereth the good 5 : Notwithſtanding , it is to be preſu- ; 71. can 
med that learning rather amendeth a man then empayreth him : for ifmen be hereof readn 
bur aſhamed of chemſclues when they know they doeuill , it ſufficerh either to __— 
keepe them alrogether from doing euill ©, orart the leaſt from doing fo much e- 7+.biem.4»- 
uill as otherwiſe they would, For alcheugh they benor good indecd, yer ſhame '«y marie. 
w-ll cauſe them ro make a ſhewof goodneſle: whereof I haue ſeene divers exam- ochenocatl 
ples of great perſonages, whom learning oftentimes hath withdrawen from do- meth of know 
ing euill, ioyned with the feare of Gods puniſhments , whereof they haue more ee 
vnderſtanding than ignorant men which never ſaw norreade anything. Where- fau'r, and for 
fore thoſe Princesthatknownort themſelues, but lacke wit, either becauſe they \a<%keotiear- 
haue been euill brought vp, or becauſe nature hath zraffed follie in them, can ne- nor thar ris 
uer vnderitand how farre the power & authority extendeth that God hath giuen fault, hee _ 
them ouer their ſubiets.For they neuer read it themſclues, neither are informed _— w_ 
by them that know it ; nay few that vnderſtand it are admitted to their preſence g ſecke to a- 
anJditſo-ne one be, yet dare hee not inſtruct them in it for feare of diſpleaſure z or mend it, 
if happily at any time hee put theip in minde thereofno man will abide him, a 
ne 
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the leaſt he ſhall be accouunted but a foole, peraduenture alſo it may be taken in 
cuill part, and ſo. turne him to diſpleaſure. But to proceede, it is manifeſt thar 
neicher naturall reaſon,neither knowledge, neither teare of God, neither love to- 
wards our neighbour,is ſuthcient to keepe vs trom vling violence againſt others, 
from withholding other mens goods, nor from rauifhing by allmcanes poſlible 
that which appertaineth ro others. Forit great Princes withhold cownes and ca- 
{tles from ther kinsfolkes or neighbours, none of theſe reaſoris can mooue then 
toxcltore chem; and atrer they haue giuen forth ſome colour, or forged ſome pre- 
tenceto withhold them , all their ſubie&ts commend their proceedings, at the 
leaſt ſuch as are neere about them,and hunt after their fauour. Of meane perſons 
that be at variance | ſpeake nor, for they have a ſuperior who ſometimes doth iu- 
ſticeto the partics, at the leaſt he that hath a good cauſe, &followeth ir diligent- 
ly, and defendeth ic ftoutly, and ſpendeth frankly, ſhall in proceſle of time hane 
right, valeſſe che Courr, that is ro ſay, the Princes authority vader whom hee li- 
ucth, be againſt him. VVherefore it appeareth moſt manifeſtly, that God is con- 
ſtrained and forced as it were of neceſſity to ſhew many examples among vs, and 
to beate vs with many reds, becauſe of our negligence, or rather wickedneſle : 
but in Princes eſpecially,negligence and ignorance is very dangerous, and much 
robe lamented, becauſe the good or ewill goucrnment of their Seniories, depen- 
deth wholly vpon them. For ifa Princebecing mighty and having a number of 
ſoldiers in ordinary, by whoſe meanes he levieth great ſums of money ar his plea- 
ſure, as well ro pay them, as to ſpend in all kind of wantonneſſe not neceflary will 
diminiſh none of this foolith and exceſſwe expences; further if all men ſecke to 
flatter him. and no man dare ſhew him whatis good, cither for feare of diſplea- 
ſure, or becauſe he knoweth it will not preuaile: who can redreſle this inconueni- 
ence but God alone ? True it is,that God talkerh not ro mennow as in times paſt, 
neither are there Prophets now a daics by. whoſe mouth hee ſpeaketh : bur his 
ward is diſperſed through the whole world, and well inough knowne to all thoſe 
that wil! vnderftand and know it ; ſo thatno man can excuſe himſelfe by igno- 
rance, at the Jeaſtnone thathauc had ſpace and timeto liuc and are induced with 
naturall witte. How ſhall choſe Princes then eſcape thar gourrne their Seniories 
after ſuch ſorc, that by force they leuie what they liſt, and by ryranny maintaine 
their authority, and hold their ſubieRs in ſo greatthraldome, that the leaſt com- 
mandement they give touchethlife 2 Some puniſh vnder colour of iuftice, and 
hauc lawyers cuer at bandready in all _ to execute their commandements , 
and ro make a deadly {inne of a veniall. If they haue nor matter enough againſt a 
man,they find meanes todelay the hearing of the cauſe, or the taking of the de- 
poſitions to hold the party ſtill in priſon, or to vndoe him by charges, waiting 
continually ifany man will come to accule him, that is thus held inpriſon, and to 
whom they wiſh cuill. If this way be not colourable inough , nor ſpeedy inough 
for their purpoſe, they deuiſe other readier wayes alleadging that it was neceſ(- 
ſaric todo thus and thus for examples ſake, and make the caſe as hainous asplea- 
ſcth them : with othersthat hold of them and be of ſomepower, they goe more 
plainly tro worke, ſaying, thou doſt againſt thine allegeance thou oweſt mce, thou 
diſobeicſt me, and lo proceede by force to take from him that is his if they can, 

(ifthey doenot, itis no thanke to them) cauſing him to live in great trouble and 

vnquietneſle. Theirneighbors that be ſtrong and mighty they meddle not with; 

bur if any be weake, he canreſtno where for them : for either they fay that hee 

hath aided their enemies, or they make their men of armes to liue in his coun- 

tries, or buy quarrels to haue colour to aſſault him, or finde ſome occaſion _ e- 

roy 
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froy him by ajding his neighbor againſt him, and lending him fotces to inuade 
him. Such of their ſubieRs as haue beenc in authority, and ſerucd well their pre- 
deceſſors,they pur out of office becauſe they liue roo long, and place new men in 
their roomes. The Church men they encomber and trouble abour their bene + 
fices, tothe end they may thereby wring ſome thing from them to enrich ſome 
one of their darlings, at the ſure eftſoones o! thoſe that haue nor deſerucd it, and 
at the requeſt of ſuch men and women as at times can preuaile much with them, 
The nobility they hold in continuall trauell and charge vnder colour of theis 
wilfull warres, which they take in hand without the counſcll or aduiſe of their c- 
Rates, and of ſuch as they ought to make priuie thereunto before they attempt 

* them: for theſe be they that ſpend both goods and liues in the warres : wheretore 
itis reaſon they ſhould vnderſtand the cauſe ofthem betore they beginne. Their 
ſubie&ts chey poule inſuch ſort that they leauc them nothing z for notwithſtan- 
ding that they pay them'taskes andſubtidies aboue their abyliry: yer ſecke they 
not to redrefle the diſorder of their men of armes, which line continuall y vppon 
their people without paiment, dooing betides intinite milſchictes and inturics as 
all the world knoweth, For they arc not contented with ſuch cheere as they find 
inthe husband mans houſe and is ſet before them; bur beate allothe poore men, 
and conſtraine them to gofoorth to buy them wine , bread, and viC.ual;: and if 
the good man haue afaire wife or a daughter; hee ſhall do wiſely to keepe her our 
ofthcirſight. Notwithſtanding, ſeeingtheſe men of armes ate duelypaicd, this 
inconnenience might caſily be redreſfed , and order giuen that their pay ſhauld 
be made at cuery twomoneths end at the furtheſt ; ſoſhould they notbeable to 
alleage any pretence of their miſchieuons dooings. vader colourthat they want 
pay : for the money is levied, and at the yceres ende there is not one perny: aw- 
ing them. 1 ſpeake this for our realme which is more afflicted and plagued wich 
theſe men of armes than any othercountrey that Iknow. But. none can redreſſe 
this miſchife but a wiſe Prince, other realmes' ordering vpon vs hauc-ather 

ſcourges. Wherefore to continue this diſcourſe, is there any King or Prince that 
hath power toleuic one penny vpon his ſubics belides his dewaines , without 
leaue and conſent of thoſe that muſt pay it, vnleſſc it be by tyranny and violence? 

A man will ſay that ſometime thePrince cannot tary rouſſ:mble his eſtares, be- 

cauſe it would require too long time. Whereuntol anſwere, that if hee mooue a 

war offenſiue,there needeth no ſuch haſte : torhe may haue leiſure inough arthis 
owne pleaſure co make preparation. And further,heſhall bee much ſtronger and 
much more fearcd ofhis enemies, when hee mooueth warre with the conſent of 
his ſubie&s than otherwiſe. Nowas rouching a warre defenſtue, thar cloud is 
ſeene long beſorethe tempeſt fall, Epecially when itisforraine warre;andjn this 
caſe good ſubie&s oughtnot ro complaine, nor refuſe anything that is laid vpon 
them. Notwithſtanding ſuch inualien cannot happen ſo ſuddenlie, bur that the 

Prince may haue leaſure at theleaſt to call rogether certaine wile perſonages,to 

whom he may open the cauſes of the warre, viing no colluſion therein, neyther 
ſecking to maintaine atrifling warre vpon no neceſſity , thereby to haue ſome co- 

Jour to leuie money. Mony 13 alſo neceſſary intime of peace to fortihe the fron: 

tiers for defence of thoſe that dwell vpon them, leaſt they bee taken vnprouided; 
but this muſt bee taken meaſurably, In alltheſe matters the wiledome ofa ſage 
King ſufficeth ; for it hee be a iuſt Prince,hee knoweth what be may.doe, and not 
do, Boch by Godslaw and mans. To bee ſhort, inmine opinion of all Seniories 
che world that I know; the realme of England is the countrey where the com- 


mon wealth is beſt gouerned, the people lealt oppreſſed, and the feweſt buildings 
and 
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and houſes deſtroyed in ciuill war, and alwaies the lotof misfortune falleth vpon 
them that be authors ofthe war. 

Our King is the Prince in the whole world thathath leaſt cauſe to alleage thae 
he hathpriuiledgestoleuie what him liſterh vpon his ſubieRs, conſidering that 
neither hee nor any other Prince hath power ſo to doe. And thoſe that fayhe 
hath, do him no honour, neither make him to be efteemed any whit the migh- 
tier Prince therby ; but cauſe him to be hated and feared of his neighbors, who for 
nothing would live vnder ſuch a gouernment. Bur if our King or thoſe thar ſecke 
to magnific and exto!l him ſhould ſay, I haue fo fairhfull and obedient ſubicQs 
that they deny me nothing I demand, and I am more feared, betterobeyed,and 
berterſerued of my ſubic&s then any other Prince living , they endure patiently 
whatſocuer I lay vpon them, and ſoonett forget all charges paſt: This me thinke 
(yea I am ſure) were greater honour to the King than to ſay ; Ileuie what me 
liſteth,and hauepriuileges foto doc,whichI will ttourly maintaine. King Charles 
the fifr vſed no ſuch termes, neither did I ever hearefuch language proceed from 
any King , but from diuers of rhcir ſeruants , who thought they did their Mas 
ſters great ſeruice in vrrering ſuch ſpeeches: but in mine opinion they misbeha- 
ued themfelues rowards their Prince, and ved ſuch language, partly becauſethey 
would ſeeme to be good feruants, and partly becauſe they knew not what they 
ſaid. But for a maniteſt proofe of the French mens loyalty and obedienceto their 
Prince,we neede alleage none other example then that we ourſclues haue ſcen of 
late by experience 3 whentherhree eſtazes were aſſembled at Tours , after the 
death of our Maſter King Zews the eleuenth , which was in the yeere of our 
Lord 1483. A man might then hauethought this good aſſembly ro bee dange- 
rous for the Kings eſtatey yea, and diuers there were of meane calling, and lefle 
honeſty,that ſaid then and haue ofcen ſaid fince, that ic is treaſon to make mention 
of aſſembling the eſtates, anda thing tending to the diminiſhing of the iv ings au- 
thority : but themſclues are thoſe that worke ereaſon againſt God , the King, and 
the common wealth; neither doe any vſe thele ſpeeches but either ſuch as are in 
authority without deſert and vnworthy thereof ; or ſuch as are common tale- 
carriers,and accuſtomed to talke of trifling matcers; or ſuch asfeare great aſſem- 
blies, leaſt their dooings ſhould there bee ripped vp andreprehended. Ar this af 
ſembly I now ſpeake of, all mea of what eſtate ſocuer they were , thought the 
realme much weakened and impoueriſhed, becauſe it had paied by the ſpace of 
20, yeeresor more, great and exceſſive ſublidies; yea ſo great that they ſurmoun- 
red yeerely by the ſummealmoſt ofthree millions of frankes all ſublidies that e- 

7 1800000. Wer Were leuicd in Fraunce. For King Charles the ſeuenth leuicd ycerely bur 
| frankesare. eyphteene hundred thouſand franks? : but King Lew his ſonne levied ar his 
| opoundihr- death ſeuen and forty hundred thouſand *, befides the charges of theartillerie and 
G ne sfrer ſuchlike expences. And ſure it was a pittifullthing to behold the miſcrable eſtate 
ruptery? * of the poor people. Bur one good property had the King our Maſter, that he hoor- 
lilling, 2nd ded vpno treaſure,he tooke all and ſpent all,jand beſtowed more vpon fortificati- 
me Fench on of towns & places forthe defence of hisrealme,then al his predeceſſors ioyned 
ſlings Gxe COgether, He gaue alſv much ro Churches, bur in ſome reſpe& he had done better 
pence ar- ro haue giuen leſſe:for he tooke from the poore to giue to thein that had no need, 
$ ,-00000, Butthere isno manperfe&in the whole world. 
frankes are Wellco proceede. Norwithſtanding that this realme were ſo impoueriſhed 
. 759%;  andoppreſſeddiuers waies: did thepeopleyet afterthe King our Maſters death 
raiſe any ſedition againſt the King that now is?the nobility and commons tooke 


kng, 
they armes againſt their yoong King?went they abouttochuſe another? ſought 
| they 


PHILIP DECOMMINES. 131 


they todimioi(h his awthoritie,” or to'bridle him thar he ſhould nor vſe the autho- 

ritic of a King ? I thinke no , and roſay the truth how could :they ? chough divers 

glorious fooles ſaid they might; Burhisfubic&s did cleane contrarics for they all 

repaired ro-him, as well Princes, asgentlemen and Burgeſſesof good rownes:they 

all acknowledged him for their-King, and did him homage and fealtic, and the 

Princes and nobilitie preſentedtheirrequeſts in writing , humbly kneeling vppon 
rheirknees, Further, they choſe among themlſclues a counſelloftwelue men, and 

the King being bur thirteene yeeres of age commanded vpon report of the ſaid 

counſell, Moreouer at this aflembly certaine ſupplications were made, & bils cx- 

hibited inthe preſence ofthe King and his Counſell in great humility for the com- 

mon wealth of therealme, referring al tothe King and his Counſcls pleaſure. They 

granted the King wirhour any deniall all that was demanded, & all that was ſhew- 

edin writing ro be neceſſary for the maintenance of his eſtare. The ſumme the | 
King demanded was two millions and a halfe of frankes ?, which was ynough and , _—\ 
ynough againe, yea rather too muchthantoo little without ſome extraordinaric franks, which 
accidenr. Further, the ſaid eſtates humbly required, that at two yceres end they #=ounterh to 
might aſſemble againe: ſaying, that if the King had not money ynough, they found ttar- 
would giue him more athispleaſurs. They promilcd morcouer if hc had wars, or lug. 
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char any cnimic (houfd inuade him, ro aduenture their bodics, to ſpend their 
goods, and not to refuſe any thing fot his ſeruice. Arc ſubic&s that giue this libe- 
rally to be choked with priuileges#Mhereby the Prince may rake what him liſterh ? 
fhall nor the King doe wſtlicr doch: before God andthe world toleuic after this 
ſorr,rather than by extraordinary-will? ſecing no Prince,as I haue ſaid before,hath 
authoritic to command money bux by gratnt; vnleſſe he will vic tyrannie andin- 
curre the dangerof excommunicaion. But anumber of Princes are very beaſts, 
not knowing what is lawfull or vnlawfult:for them to doin this behalfe. Subic&s 
there arc alſo chat offend theirPrince and rcfuſexoobey him, and fuccourhim in 
tigic ot neede : yea inſtead of aiding him when he hath grear affaires in hand con- 
mne him and ſtir vp rebellion and {edirion againſt him , comrarie to the allege- 
ance that theyowe him. When'IſayKings or Princes, Imeane cither themſclues 
or ſuch as gonerne vnder ther: and when I ſay ſubics, I meaneſuch ſubicRs as 
hauepreheminence andbeare ſway in the common wealth. . The greareſt miſ- 
chicfes are wrought commonly by-thoſe that are mightic, for the weake deſue 
peace andquictnes, VWhen1lfay mightie, I meane as well women as men, fome- 
time and inſomeplaceswhere they have rule, and authoritie, cither becauſe of 
their husbands afteRiorttowards'thera, or becauſe they gouerne thei affaires , or 
for that their Senioticy are their wines inhericaiice, | 
' Tf Tſheuld wrijce of men of meane calling in this world , my difcoinſe would 
beroo redious. Whereforc it ſhall ſuffice to ſpeake of grear eſtates, becauſcin 
them rhe power and iſtice of God is moſt' apparatit. For although rwo hun- 
dred chouſarid miſhaps chaunceto a poore man, no mai regarderh them: bur 
arribureth them cirher to ponertybr euill lookitigto z as for example, ifhee bee 
drowned of breake hisnecke!; rheyTay this-chatninced beeauſc-he was alone , ſo 
tharhardly men will gineeare to it; Burifſome'imisfortiie fall vppon a grear ci- 
ticicisotherwiſeralkgd of, yet not ſo much as when it 'thaanceth to a Prince. 
What is thereaſpnthetithar God ſhewerh his'iuſtice tather vppon Princes and 
great men, than vpont rien of low degree? becauſe meane and poore men finde 
ynoweinrthis world to piiniſh them When they offend z yea oftentimes they are 
puniſhed withqur deferr' cither for examples ſike ; or for theit goods, orper- 
aducacrethrough rhic'tudges favile': ſormiodinie alſo rhey deferue puniſhmeor, 
R a 


nd 


1$2 THE FYRTH BOOKE; OF : 


and then it is reaſon thar iuftice bedone. Bbt a3 touching great Princes or Prin- 
ceſſes-and their gowertorsand cbiinlejlors :againg,.as tquching: provinces and 
townes, rebellious and diſobedient to. their: Princes and gouernors, who will 
ſearch outrheir lines ? Who will informe theJuſtice, of their ativns, ? Whatiu- 
ſrice will take notice thereof tor who will pugilb their faults? I ſpeake. of the e- 
uill not of the good;, but fewe there are: of thoſe. What is the cauſe then that 
mooueth both them and all othersto commit theſe fauks aboye rehearſed , and 
many mo ( which for breuitie ] onerpaſle ) not regardipg the power and iuſtice 
of God? I anſwere, thatit is lacke of faith, and-in thoſe that are. ignorant lacke of 
wit and faith togither, but eſpecially of faith, which mine opinion is.the ond y 
fountaine of all miſchicfes.. I meane ſuch miſchictes as; fall vpon thoſe that,com- 
plaine, that they are troden vnder foote, and oppreſſed by thoſe thatare migh- 
tier thanthey. For if men were =_— perſwaded the painces of. hell to, be ſuch as 
indeed they are, and beleeued firmely' (as weoughtallto belecue) that whoſo 
hath raken ought by violence, orpoſleſſech ought; that his father or grandfather 
tooke wrongfully : ſhall neuer enter into the jdies of paradiſe, vnleſſe he make full 
fatisfation and reſtitution of all-that hee withhpldeth from his neighbour ; 
( whether it be Duchies, Earldoms, townes-,caſſcls., mogueables, medowes, 
ponds, or mils, euery man accordingto his eſtate) thereigng manliuing,, be hee 
poore or rich, or of what eſtate and conditiariſoencr hebe,that would withhold 
ought that is not his owne. No, if all men: þ&howued this firmely, it is not to bee 
thought, that there is either Prince, Prindeſſe,;zor any' other man through the 
whole world, what eſtate or condition ſoeucthe beot, be he beighor low, ſpiri- 
tuallortemporall, man or wotnan , that would witingly withhold any thing 
from his ſubie& or neighbour, wrongfilly,purany:man-to death, hold bim in 
riſon, take from one to give toenrichantither,ordecke xpprocure diſhoneſty to 
Fi. kinsfolkes & ſeruants for his wanton pleaſures ;.asf6r. women, and ſuch like 
which is the fi|thieſt attempt chat may berhadg;'No-ypdoubtedly we wofild ne- 
ver doas wedo, if wehada ſtedfaft faith, and 'þelegued thav which. God and his 
Church commandethe vs to beleeye,, vndar-ppine of damrfitian : knowing our 
daies$o be ſhort,& the paines of hell horribleandendles, Wherfore we may con- 
clude; rhat all miſchiefes proceede of wantoffarh,Farexample wherof,when a 
K. or Prince istaken' priſoner, & fearerh tagiejn priſon, js there any ghing.inthe 
world, be it neuer ſo deare vntohim,thac hewil refuſe tg/giue for his / K1Ipahular 
as appeareth by K, hy, who beingtakenpriſ@ner þy.the Prince of YVales at the 
barcell of Poictiers, paid for his ranſome three millions of, franks and yeelded to 
the Engliſh men all Aquitaine-( at;the leaft allshat he held..in his hands ) withs 
humber of other cities, townesand places; yeain amanner the thirdfoote of his 
realme : whereby he brought his, #ealme inrq;ſuch;poyertie, that many yeerc 
after they vcd leather money, witha little tudor naile;of filuer in the midd, 
thereof. Andallthis gaue hee and his ſonne King Char/es ſurnamed the Wiſe, 
for his raunſome. And if they wquld haue given nothing , yet. wauld. not the 
Engliff{men bave pys bim to deathgbue his, greateſt! paing;had beeng impriſon- 
ment. Butadmit rhey had put himto death, yer. had notthat by $4 great 
by thehundred thankadh part,astheleaft painein hell, Why gauche then al 
this greatraunſomeaboye rehearſed, deſtroying big, chjldren and ſubieAs ? but 
onely becauſe be belegued that which he aw _ per - that hee could 
not otherwiſe.be delivered. But peraduentyrewhen hecommitrted the fault, for 
the which this puniſhment fell ypon, him , hip dren ind ſy ieftes ; hee be; 
Jecued not-firmely , that the ofteacehee mage, again God and his commande- 
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ments, ſhould be puniſhed. Now to conclude, there is no Prince, or very few, 
that will reſtorc one towne they withhold from their neighbour, for the lone of 
God, orto elchew thepainesothell ; and yet King hy gave all this to ddiuer 
his body ontof priſon. 

I asked aqueſtion before, who will ſearch out great mens fanles, who will in- 

forme the mſtice of them, and who will be the tuſtice to puniſh them ? Where- 
unto 1 now an{were, that the information ſhall be the lamentable crie and plaint 
of their ſubres, whom they tyrannize and oppeſſe ſo many waies withoutany 
—_—_—_— forrowfulllamentation of widowes and orpbans , whoſe hul- 
bands and fathers they haue wrongfully put to death ; by meanes whereof their 
wines and children haueeuer after lived im affliction and miſcrie; and generally 
the complaintsofall thoſe whom they hane perſecuted either in their perſons or 
goods. Theſe, I ſay, ſhall give informarion againſt them by their great mour- 
ning, wailing, and pitious teares, and ſhall accuſe them betore the Lord God, 
who will bethe inſt indge thereof, and peraduenture will not delay the puniſh- 
ment till the world to come ; but will alfo puniſh them in this world : which pu- 
niſhmenr proceedeth of lacke of faith, becauſerhey had not a firme and ſtedfaſt 
belicfe in Gods commandements. 

We muſt therefore of neceſſitie confeſle, that God is forced to ſhew ſuch tokens 
and examples, to the end both Princes themſelues and all the world may belceue, 
that theſe puniſhments fall vpon them for their misbelecefe and (innes, and that 
God ſheweth his mightie power and iuftice vpon them, becauſe none other it 


' this world bur he, hath power over them. Atthe firſt happily they amend nor 


their liues for Gods ſcourges, be they neuer ſo great and long. But no misfortune 
falleth vpon a Prince, vpon tholerhat gouerne his affaires , or vpon thoſe that 
rule great commonalties , but the iſſue is hurrfull and dangerous to the ſubicRts. 
When I ſay misfortunes, I meane none but ſuch as cauſe the ſubieRs to ſmart ; 
forro fall | fon a horſe, to breake a legge, to be puniſhed with a ſharpe ague, are 
no misfortunes to a Prince, becauſe hee may be cured of them, and peraduen- 
turethey may doe him good, and teach him wit : but I call theſe misfortunes, 
when God is fo diſpleaſed with a Prince, that hee will no longer ſuffer himto 
raigne, but will ſhew his power and iuſtice vppon him. For then firſt hee weake- 
neth his wits, which is a own} blowe for all thoſe that haue to doe grith him, 
he troublerh his houſe, and ſuffereth it ro fall into diviſion and diſquietnes : and | 
the Prince himſelfe is ſo far in Gods diſgrace, that he flierh the counſell and com- 
_ of the wiſe, and aduaunceth none but yoong fooles, voide of wit, opprel- 
ors, flatterers, and ſuch as ſooth him in all his ſayings. If he take one peny, they 
bid himtaketwo ; if he threaren a man,they bid hang him, & after thar ſort in all 
other ations. Further,they giue him counſell in atty wiſe to cauſe hirnſelfe to be 
feared, and they alſo behave themſelues cruelly and proudly, truſting by this 


" eanesto hold mcn in awe ofthem, asthou gh authority were their inheritance. 


Thoſe whom ſuch Princes, by the aduiſe of theſe new Counſellors haue banifhed 
& diſplaced, hauing ſerued many yeeres, and being wellacquainted & friended in 
their country, will ſtormear this vſage, & for their ſakes their frends and well wile 
lersalfo ; and peraduenture ſuch iniurie ſhall be offered then, that they ſhall bee 
forced either to defend themſelues, or to flic to ſome Prince their neighbor, who 
perchance is enemy to hitn that baniſherh and chaſeth them , and ſo by inward 
divifion ſtrangers {hall enter into the land. Isany plague or miſerie ſo great, as 
wars betwixt friends and acquaintance? Is any 'malice ſo ranke and deadly ? As 


touching forren enimies, when the ſubiesare linked rogerber they may ealily 
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makereſiſtance, becauſe their enimies haue no intelligence nor acquaintance in 
the realme. Think you that an vnwile Prince being accompanied with fooles, can 
ſmella far off how greata miſchiete diviſion among his ſubieRs is ? or belecue 
that it can hurthim ? or proceedeth of God ? he eateth and ſleepeth no whit the 
woorſ for it ; he bath neither fewer horkes in his ſtable, nor fewer robes in his 
wardrobe, but many mo companions. For he allureth men vnto him by pro- 


miles, and by parting among them the ſpoiles and offices of thoſe whom he hath 


baniſhed ; he giuerh alſo of his owne to win thereby fame and: renowme : but 
when he ſhall leaſt thinke of it, God will raiſe vp an enimie againſt him whom 
peraduenture he neuer miſtruſted. Then will he waxe penliue, and ſuſpe& thole 
whom he hath iniuried, yea he will feare ſuch as indeede beare him noeuill will : 
yet notwithſtanding he will not haue his refugeto God in this extremitie, bur 
ſkeke to redrefle this inconuenience by force. Haue wee not ſeenc in our daies ex- 
amples hereof euen among our next neighbors? Haue we not ſcene the late King 
of England Edward the fourth of that name, heire of the houſe of Yorke, vtterly 
deſtroy the houſe of Lancaſter,vnder the which both his father and he had liued 
many yeeres? Further, the ſaid King Edward hauing done homage to King Hen- 
7) the 6. being of the houſe of Lancaſter, did he not afterward hold him priſoner 
many yeeresin the rower of London, the chicfe citic ofthercalme, where inthe 
end he was putto death ? 


Haue we not alſo ſeen the Earle of Warwicke principall gouernor of all the aid | 


King Edwards aftaires, (after he had put to death all his enimies, eſpecially the D. 

of Sommerſet) in the end become deadly enimy to the K. his Maſter, giue his 

daughter in mariageto the Prince of Wales ſon to K. Henry, attempt to ſet vp a- 

gainethe houſe of Lancaſter, paſſe with the faid Prince into England, diſcomfi- 

red in the field, and ſlaine both he,his brethren and kinsfolkes, and diuers other 

noble men of England, who 1n times paſt had done the like to their enimics? 

After all this, the children oftheſe when the world turned, reuenged them(clues; 
andcauſed inlike manner the others ro die, which plagues we may be aſſured 

hapned nor but by the wrattrof God, Bur (as before lad) the realm ofEngland 

bath this ſpeciall grace aboueall other realmes and dominions,that in ciuill wars 

the peopleis not deftroied, thetownes be not burned nor razed, but the lotof 

fortune fgllerh vpon the ſoldiers,eſpecially the gentlemen whom the people enuy 

to t00 beyond reaſon : for nothing is perte& in this world. After K. Edward was 

* quiet in his realme and receiued yeerely out of Fraunce fifty thouſand crownes 

paid him inthe tower of London, and was growen fo rich, that richer he could 

not be,he died ſuddenly asit were of wa Fas cvs becauſe of our K. mariage that 

now raigneth,with the Lady Margaret the Duke of Auſtriches daughter. For ſo 

ſooneas he was aduertiſed thereoThe fell ſicke, & began then to perceiue how he 

had beene abuſed touching the marriage of his daughter, whom he cauſed to be 

named the Ladie Daulphmeſſe. Then alſo was the penſion which he received out 

of Frauncetaken from him, which he called tribute, alchough indeede it were 

**Forir ws neither the one nor the other, as before I haue declared *®, K. Edwardleft by his 
due >y * . wife two goodly ſonnes, one Prince of Wales, the other Duke of Yorke, and 
the txeatice, two daughters. The D. of Glocefter his brother tooke vpon him the gouern- 
ment of his nephew thePrince of Wales, being about ten yeeres of age, and did 
homageto him as to his ſoueraigne Lord, and lead him ro London pretending 

that he would there crowne him King,hoping by that meanes to get the other 

brother out of the ares London, where he was with his mother,who be- 

gan already to be icalous of his proceedings. To beſhort,by means of the Bulyop 
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of Bathe (who hauing been ſometime of K. Edwards Councell, fell afterward in- 
to his diſgrace, and was ptit in priſon, & madeto fine for his deliuerance, )the D. 
of Glocelter executed this exploit, which you ſhall now heare. This Biſhop ad- 
uertiſed the D. that King Edward being in loue with a certaine Lady, promiſed 
hir mariage vpon condition that he might lie with hir,whereunto ſhe conſented, 
ſo far forth that the ſaid Bilbop maried them togither,none being preſent but 
chey two & himſelfe. VVhich matter this Biſhop being a iolly courtier neuer dif 
cloled during K. Edwards lite, but cauſed alſo the faid Lady to conceale ir, ſo that 
it was kept ſecret. After this the faid K. falling againein loue, maried the daugh- 
ter ofan Engliſh knight,called the L. Rivers, being a widow, and mother of two 
ſonnes. Burt after K. Edwards death, this Biſhop of Bathe reuealed this matter ro 
the D. of Gloceſter,wherby be egged him forward notalitrle to the executing of 
his miſchieuous pretendedenterpriſe. Forthe ſaid Duke murthered his two ne- 
+ gs himſelfe King by the name of &ichard the third, proclaimed his 
rothers two daughters baſtards in open parlament, tooke from them their 
armes,and put to death all the fairhfull ſeruants of the late K. his brother, at the 
leaſt as many as he could lay handson. Bur this cruelty rematned not long vnpu- 
niſhed : tor when the faid K. &ichard thought himſelte (afeſt, and lived in.greater 
pride than any K. of England did theſe hundred yeeres(hauing put to death the 
D. of Buckingham, and hauing a greatarmy ina readines) God raiſed vpan eni- 
mie againſt him of no force, I meane the Earle of Richmond then priſoner in 
-Britannie, bur now King of England , of the houſe of Lancaſter, though not the 
neereſt to the crowne**,whatſoeuer men ſay,at theleaſt ſo far as Ican learne. The ** How King 
faid Earle told mea little before his departure our of this realme, that from the 72.195 7- 
fift yeere of his age he had lined continually like a priſoner anda baniſhed man. ofthe houſe of 
Andindeed he had been fifteen yeeres or thereabout priſoner in Britaine to. the 27<2#r, the 
D. Frances that laſt died, into whoſe hands he fell by tempeſt of theſea ashe fled —— of the 
into Fraunce,accgmpanied wirh the Earle of Pembrooke his vncle. My felfe ſaw worke wil dea 
them when they arriued,for I was come of a meſſage tothe D. at the ſ{ametime. ls Pe 
The D.entreated them curtiouſly for priſoners, & after K.Edwards death lent the Commines er- 
faid Earle great force ofmen,&a great nauie ; with the which he ſent him hauing [01% <onmoh 
intelligence with the D. of Buckingham, (who for this cauſe was afterward put to 
death) to land in England : butthe winde was againſt him , & the ſeas ſo rough, 
that he was forced to returneto Diepe, and from thence by land into Britaine, 
From whence ſooneafter he departed with his band into France without taking 
leaue of the Duke, partly becauſe he feared to overcharge the Duke; ( for he had 
with him five hundred Engliſh men,) and pany becauſe he doubted leſt the D. 
would agree with King R:chardto his preiudice: for hee knew that King Richard 
praRiſed with him to thatend. Soon after, the K. thar now is,appointed threeor 
tower thouſand men to waft him ouer onely, and deliuered thoſethat accompa- 
nied him a good ſumme of money and certaine pegces of artillerie : and thus 
paſſed he ouer ina ſhip of Normandieto lande in Wales where he was borne. 
King Richard foorthwith marched againſt,him; buta Knight of England called 
the Lord Stanley, who was married to the Earles mother, ioyned himlſelte 
with the Earle, and brought vnto him at the leaſt 26000. men **. The bat- « 6, e144. 
tell was giuen , King Richard laine , and the Eatle crowned King in the nicles foy but 
field with the ſaide Richards crowne, Will you ſay that this was fortune? 390%: - 
No, no,it was the iudgement of God : and for further proofe thereof markethis x 
alſo. Immediately after the King had murthered his two nephewes, hee loſt 


his wife, whom ſome ſay he murthered alſo, Further, he had but one ouely _ 
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. whodied inlike manner incontinent after this murther. This example would 
haue ſerued better hereafter when I hall ſpeake of King Edwards death ; for hee 
was yet liuingat the time my former Chapter treateth of: but 1 haue rehearſed 
it heere to continue my diſcourſe which I am fallen into. In like manner we baue 
ſeene of late the crowne of Spaine altered after the death of Dom Henry that laſt 
died. For the ſaid Dom Henry had to wite the King of Portugales ſifter laſt de- 
ceaſed, by whom he had iſſue a goodly daughter, which notwithſtanding ſuccee- 
ded not her father, but was put trom the crowne vnder colour of adulteric com- 
mitted by her mother. But the matter ended not without great contention and 
warre : Br the King of Portugale teoke part with his neece, and diuers great 

Lords of Caſtile joined with him : yet notwithſtanding the ſaid Dom Hemries 

ſiſter, wife to the ſon of Dom 7hn King of Arragon, obtained the crowne and 

poſleſſerh it yer at this day : and thus this partage was made in heauen as diuers 
othersare. Further, you haue ſtene of late daies the King of Scotland and his 

ſonne being thirteene yeeres of age in battell, the one againſt the other : the ſon 

© This King and his faRtion preuailed, and the King was flaine vpon the place '3, This King 
that flue his murthered his owne brother, and was charged with diuers other crimes, name- 
faherinÞ3- ly the death of his ſiſter and ſuch like, You ſeealſo the Duchy of Gueldres out of 
Is 4. who therightline, and haue heard what impietie the Duke laſt deceaſed vied againſt 
married M«r- his father. Divers other examples I could rehearſe which ſhould manifeſtly ap- 
King ewes peare to be puniſhments and ſcourges of God, which ſcourges are the principall 
the 8, cauſe of wars, whereof inſue mortalitie and famine, all the which euils proceede 
WET. of lacke of faith. Wherefore I conclude, conſidering the wickednes of men eſ- 
pecially of great men, who know not themſelues, neither belecue that there is a 

God : that it is neceſſary for every Princeand gouernor, to haue an aduerſary to 

keepe him in feareand humility, otherwiſe no man ſhould be abletoliue vader 


them or necrethem. 
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Chap. 1. How the Duchie of Burgundie was 
yeelaed to the King. 


Ow to returne to the principall matter, and to proceed 

in this hiſtorie , written art your requeſt, my Lord of 

Vienna : while the King brought vnder his ſubieRi- 

on the places and townes abouc named in the mar- 

ches of Picardie, hisarmielay in Burgundie, the ge- 

nerall whereof in apparance , was the Prince of O- 

renge * thatnow is, who was borne in the countie of |, 75s Prince 

| a. Burgundie, and a ſubie& thereof; but lately reuolted was 165 4: 

2000000055 oj the ſecond time from Duke Charles. wheretore the 4/11: the 
King vſed his helpe ; for he was a great Lord, well Cs 
friended, and well beloued both in the faid county, and alſo in the Duchie of nows, isof | 
Burgundie. But the LordofCran was the Kings licutenant,and he it was indeed ie noule of 
that had the charge ofthe whole army , and in whom the King repoſed his prin-+ in the Epi 
cipall truſt, and ſure he wasa wiſe man and faithfull to his Maſter , but ſomewhat tome G=en- 
too greedy of his owne gaine, The ſaid Lord of Cran when he drew neere the = _ 
country of Burgundie, fentthe P. of Orenge before him with certaine others to Lowe coun- 
Digeon, to per{wade with the citizens to become the Kings ſubieRts : which en- [77 compr, 
terpriſe ſo well they atchieued by the ſaid Princes meanes, thatthe rowne of D+ there you ſhall 
geon, and all the other places ot the Duchie of Burgundie yeelded to the King, {<< the Prince 
Auſſonne and certainecaſtels excepted, which held yet forthe Lady of Burgun- ——_ oY 
die. The King had promiſed the Prince of Orenge many goodly eſtates, and ro 
reſtore him to all his grandfathers inheritance inthe countie of Burgundie : for , Th. 014co. 
the which he was in ſute with the Lords of Chauuerguion his vncles?, whom (as pic hath Chaſ- 
he ſaid) Duke Charles had fauoured to his preiudice; For this cauſe had been net 
often pleaded before him with great ſolemnitie, and once the Duke being accom- chamergnon, 
panied witha number of Lawyers, gaue iudgment againſtthe Prince, atthe leaſt {> Franc. 
thus he reported : wherfore he forſooke the Dukes ſeruice,and went tothe King. & (, $Ztout. 
But Monſeur deCran after he wasentred into all theſe townes aboue menrioned, tedly it is to. 
and had gotten into his hands all the beſt places that ſhould deſcend tothe faid Þf 1920 t i 
Prince by right of inheritance, refuſed ro yeeld them ro him , notwithſtanding was brother 
both the Kings promile, and thefaid Princes requeſt. The King alſo wrote often *2 9x Prince 
to him about this matter withoutall colluſion , knowing that he much miſuſed Goin 
the Prince : notwithſtanding he feared to diſpleaſe the ſaid de Cran , becauſe he 
had the charge of the whole country , neither thought he that the Prince either 
would or could have cauſed the country of Burgundie to rebell, as afterward he 
did, at the leaſt the greateſt part thereof. But I will heere leaue theſe Burgundilh 


affaires, till another connenient place ſhall ſerve to ſpeake thereof, 
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How the King entertained the Englifh men after the death of Charles Duke 


Chap. 2. 
P of Burgundie, to the end they ſhoula not hinder his conqueit of the ſaid Dukes 
dominions. *» 


== Hoſe that hereafter ſhall read this hiſtorie,and happily vnder- 

AA ftand the affaires both of this realme and the countries bor- 

ET, LIST 
\ 4 = 


T1 dering vpon it better than my ſelfe,will maruell thar lince the 

Þ /-6| death of Duke Charles, I haue hitherto by the ſpace almoſt of 
8 JA. . . 

x PEE one whole yeere made no mention of the Engliſh men, and 

IX SES will wonder that they ſuftered the King to take the townes 

222232 bordering fo neere vpon them, namely Arras, Bolloin, Ar- 

dres, and Hedin, with diuers other caſtels, and to lie ſo long with his campe be- 

» The King fore Saint Omec *. But you ſhall vnderſtand that the reaſon thereof was, for that 

could not our King in wiſdome and ſence ſurmounted far Edward King of England then 

—— raigning : for notwithſtanding that the ſaid King Edward were a molt valiant 

Lord of Chan- Prince, and had woon in England eight or nine battels ; wherein he fought al- 

ine vali- waies himſelte on foot greatly to his renowme ; yet were theſe troubles bur by 

224 Res fits, ſo that his head was not continually buſicd in matters of ſtate : for immedt- 

dels Merche ately after the victorie obtained , he returned co his former ſports and pleaſures, 

<q till another ſtormearoſe. For you ſhall vnderſtand, that when war beginneth 

" in England, in ten daies or leſſe the one or the other getteth the garland. But our 

affairesin Fraunce paſled not after that ſort, for belides the war it ſelte, the King 

was forced to haue an eye continually vpon diners places as well of his owne 

realmeas of his neighbors, but eſpecially by all meanes poſhble to content the 

King of England, andtoentertaine him by ambaſſadors, preſents, and ſmooth 

words, to the end he ſhould not entermeddle with ourafftaires. For the King 

knew well the Engliſh men as well Nobles and Commons as the Cleargie , to be 

naturally inclined to make war vpon this realme , aſwell vnder colour ot the title 

they pretend thereunto 3 asalſo in hope of gaine. For they truſt to haue ever ſuch 

ſucceſle heere as their predeceſſors haue had, whom God permitted to obtainein 

this realme many great vicories,and large dominion both in Normandie, and in 

| Guienne, the which they had poſſeſſed by the ſpace of three hundred and fifrie 

"Oters write JEETES * > When King Charles the ſeuenth firſt recovered it. During the which 

bur295. o- fimethey inrichedtherealme of England with great ſpoiles and much treaſure, 

hers 296. and that they gor aſwell of the Princes and noble men of Fraunce, a great number of 

others 299 whom they tooke priſoners; as alſo of the townes and places which they ſubdu- 

ed. Notwithſtanding they thould hardly haue had ſuch ſucceſle in the King our 

Maſters time : for he would neuer have endangered hiseſtare in batrell as King 

Chaplesthe (ixt did at Agincourt, where all the nobilitie of Fraunce lighted oh 

foot to fight with the Engliſh men ; but would have proceeded more warily if 

the matter had come to execution , as you may perceiue by the courſe he held: in 

ſending King Edwardhome. W hereforethe King well perceived that he muſt in 

any wile keep the King of England and his principall ſeruants his friends, whom 

he ſawalrogether inclined to quietneſle and very greedy of his money : forthe 

which cauſe he paied duely at London the penſion of fiftie thouſand crownes, 

which they called tribute. And further, gaue yecrely ſixteen thouſand crownes 

to the ſaid Kings principall | rg! W. names were theſe : the Lord Chaun- 

cellor ; the Maſter of the Roles who now is Chauncellor ; the Lord Ha#ines 


Lord great Chamberlaine, a man of ſingular wiſdome and vertue, and in great 
authoritie 


teraine vali- 


— ©. 4 — 
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quthoritic with his Mafter,and not without cauſe, for heever ſerued him faithful- 
'ly ; Sir Thomas Montgomery ; the Lord Howard, atterward Duke of Nortolkeand 
aker with the wicked K. Richard ; the Maſter of the Horle called Maſter Ches- 
#y; Maſter Cha/enger,and the Marques Dorſet the Queeneot Englands ſonne by 
hir firft husband, Further, he gaue geodly preſents to allthe ambaſſadors thar 
cameto him, weretheir meſſages neuer ſo ſharpe and bitter, and ſent them home 
with ſuch goodly words and Princely ——— they retyrned well conten- 
'ted. And notwithſtanding that ſome of them vnderſtood that he did all chis only 
to win time, the better toatchieue his enterpriſe in the conqueſhof the D.of Bur- 
gundies dominions : yet winked they at it becauſe ofthe great riches they recei- 
uedat his hands. Toall theſe aboue named he gaue beſides thezx penſions many 
goodly preſents, ſo largely that the Lord Howard ouer and aboye his penſion re- 
ceiued ofhim in lefſe than two yeeres ſpace in mony and plate fower and.twenty 
thouſand crownes. To the Lord Haſtings allo Lord great Chamberldine-of En- 
gland, he gaue at one time a preſent of plate tothe value of ten thon{and marks. 
The acquitrances of all which great perſonagesare yet to be (cen in the chamber 
ofaccounts at Paris,ſaue ofthe Lord Haſtings L. great Chamberlaine of England, 
which is an high ofhce, for there is neuer but one alone init. This Lord Cham- 
berlaine was long laboured before he would become the Kings penlioner, my 
ſelte being the onely man that perſwaded him thereunto. For I wan him firlt to 
Charles Duke of Burgundies friendlhip during thetimeT ſerued him, who gaue 
him yeercly a penſion of a thouſand crownes ; whereof when I had aduerrtiſed 
the King, he would in like manner that I ſhould be a meanes to make him his 
friend and penſioner : for in times palt during Duke Charles kis lite, andafter his 
death alſo in fauour ofthe Lady of Burgundie, he had alwaies been the Kings ex- 
tremeenimie, and trauelled once to per{ſwadethe King of England to aidethe 
faid Lady againſtthe King our Maſter. I began this friend{hip by letters and the 
King gaue him a penſion of two thouſand crownes, which was double the 
ſumme he receiued of the Duke. Further, the King ſentto him one of the ſtew- 
ards of his houſe called Peter Cleret, charging him to bring with him the ſaid 
Lord Chamberlaines acquitrance, to the end hereafter it might appearethat the 
great Chamberlaine, Chauncellor, Admirall, and Maſter of the Horſe of En- 
gland, beſides divers others , had been the French Kings penſioners. The ſaid 
Peter Cleret was a wilefellow,and communed priuily alone with the Lord Cham- * 
berlaine at his lodging in London ; where, after he had declared his meſſage 
from the King : he preſented him his two thouſand crownes in golde ( tor the 
King neuer gaue but goldeto ſtrangers) which mony when the L. Chamberlain 
had received, Peter Cleret humbly beſought him for his diſcharge,to giue him an 
acquittancez wherein the ſaid Lord Chamberlaine made difhcultie. Then Cleret 
delired him to give him onely a letter of three lines to the King to teſtifie the re- 
ceit ofthe money , leaſt the King being a ſuſpirtious Prince ſhould thinke that he 
had conuerted it to his owne viſe. Which reaſonable demand the Lord Cham- 
berlaine hearing, anſwered thus : Sir, you require but reaſon, bur this gift pro- 
ceedeth of the King your Maſters liberalitie not of my requelt ; if it pleaſe you 
that I ſhall receive it,putit heere into my ſleeve, and other letter or teſtimoniall 
et you none of me. For I will not for my partthat any man (hall ay thatthe 
ord great Chamberlaine of England hath been penſioner to the French King ; 
northatmy acquittances be found in his chamber of accounts. Whereunro, 
the faid Cleret replied not, bur departed leauing the money behinde him 3 
and at his returne made report thereof to the King, who was not 2 _ 
— a 
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diſpleaſed with him for that he brought no acquittance : but as touching the 
aid Chamberlaine, he commended and eſteemed him more than all the King 
of Englands other feruants, and his penſion was cuer after payed withour 
acquittance. | 

After thus ſort lined the King with the Engliſh men. Notwithſtanding the 
King of England was oftentimes carneſtly preſſed by this yoong Princeſle tar 
aide, and therefore ſent ambaſſadors ofren to negotiate withthe King our Mg- 
ſter about theſe affaires,deliring him togrant hir either peace or truce. Now you 
ſhall vqderſtand thatthoſe that wereat the debating oftheſe mattersin Englund, 
eſpecially in theirparlament, (whichis an aſſembly of the three eftares, where 
diuers, wiſe inen were preſent that ſmelt our diſimulation a far off,and receiued 
no penſion of the Kingas the others did) were very delirous ; and yertthe com» 
' mois of therealmemoredelirous, that theKing of England ſhould ſend aide 
withonr further delay to the faid Ladie : faying , that we heere did but abuke 
them, and that the mariage ſhould neuer be accompliſhed : alleaging that at the 
treatie madeat Picquigny between the two Kings, we had faithfully ſworneand 
promiſed that the King of Englands daughter whom they already called rhe 
Lady Daulphineſſe, ſhould be ſent for into Fraunce within a yeere ; which terme 
was now long expired. But what reaſons ſocuer the ſubiets made, the King 
would giue no care thereunto,butalleaged divers reaſons to the contrary. And 
ro lay the truth, he wasa very corpulent man and much giuen to pleaſures, nei- 
ther could his body endure the toile of the wars. Further , he had wound him- 
ſelfe out of great troubles and was loth to enter into them againe. The coucrouſ 
neſſe alſo of the fiftie thouſand crownes yeerely paicd him in the tower of Lon- 
don qualified his minde. Belidesall this, his ambaſſadors that came hither were 
ſo courteouſly entertained and ſo well rewarded, that they departed euer well 
contented ; but they neuer receiued any reſolute anſwer : tor the King ſought 
onely to protratt the time euer ſaying, that ereit were long he would ſend tothe 
King their Maſter certaine noble men with ſuch aſſurance of thoſe matters he 
ſtood in doubt of, as heknew well could content him. According to the which 
promiſe, within three weekes or a moneth after theſe ambaſſadors departure, 
ſometime more, ſometime leſle, (which was no ſmall delay in ſucha caſe) he ved 
to ſend ambaſſadors to the King of England : but at cuery voiage ſundry men,to 
| the end that if the former had made any ouerture not performed, the latter 
might plead ignorance therein. They alſo that were ſent, perſwaded fo well the 
King of England that we meant nothing but good faith, that he lay till, and ne- 
uer ſtirred : for both he and the Queene his wife ſo much deſired this mariage, 
that partly for this cauſe, and partly for the other reaſons above alleaged ; he was 
content to winkeat this warre, which ſome of his counſell told him plainly to be 
very preiudiciall to his realme. But he feared the breach ofthis mariage, bicauſe 
men began already to ſcoffe at it in England, eſpecially ſuch as deſired rebellion 
and ciuill war. Now to diſcourſea little vpon this point, You ſhall vnderſtand 
that the King our Maſter never meant to accompliſh this mariage, becauſe there 
was no equalitie between theage ofthe two _ : for King Edwards daughter 
at this preſent Queene of England, was much elder than the Paulphin now raigr 
ning. But by theſe diGmalations a moneth or two was gained in running to 
and fro, by which meanes the King foded forth his enimic one whole ſummer, 
wherein he might haue done him harme. For vndoubtedly if the King of En- 
gland had not hoped vpon this mariage , he would neuer haue ſuffered the King 


to take the places bordering ſo neere vpon the Engliſhdominions, but = 
ſought 
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ſoughtito defend them, : and ifattheibeginning behbad declared bimelte forthe: 
Lady oof Burgundie, the King who was by: nature timorous, and would put no- 
thing) in.aduenture,, had neuer weakened this houſe of Burgundie as he hath. 
Ehus muchl write chiefly: to-lhewi how theſe affairespalled; and ſecangarily,co, 
the end that if hereafter thok. that are to manage great affaites happen to read. 
this hiſtorie , they may thereby |earne bow. to belpe them(elues in thelike caſe; 
for betheir wiſdome neuer ſo great, yet a ſmall aduertiſement doth:good many: 
times, Trueitis, that ifthis Lady of Burgundie-would hate conſented 50 marry 
the Lord RKinersthe Queene of Englands.brother, ſhee ſhould haue been aided 
withgreat force : bat this had beemzan vnequall match ; for he was hura.poare 
Earle, and (he one ofthe greateſt inheritars an hirtime.. Many practiſes were en- 
tertained betweenthe Kings of Frannceand England; and amongſt others the, 
King offered him, tharit he would toyne wich bima,ahd paſſe over in perſon.into 
the Lady of Burguadies countries; he would be:contented that the/King of En- 
gland ſhould hold the country ob Flaunders withouchamage, andalſo the Dy- 
chic of Brabant : offering further, ro conquertorhimathis proper coſts and 
charges fower of the greateſt rownes in Brabant, and:tb;,pur hep. into the 
King of Englands hands; :ro wage him. :o0Q0. Englith men tar fowermqneths, 
wrtheend he might the better ſuſtaine the charge af thewars;; and to lend him 
great ſtore of artillerie;, and menand cariageta convey it ;\and attend: ypon: it. 
with this condition , that.the King.of England thould conquer:thecountry 0 
Flaunders , during the time the King our Maſter-inuaded. on. the other fide, 
Whereunto the King of England: made-anfGver that chetownes of Flanders 
were ftrongand great 4 and boch:that countreys, and alla the countrey of. Bra- 
banchard to be kepr ifichey were conquered: NING this war liked 
not the Engliſhmen, becauſe oftheirentercourſe with thofe countries. But ſee+ 
ing ie pleaſed the King to make him/partaker'of his conqueſt}, .if he would, giue 
him certaine townes he hadalready conquered in Picardie, as Rolloinand divers 
ethers which he named;he would chen be contented to declare himfelte for him, 
ad fend mentoſcruchim if he would pay them, whick-wasa very wiſe anſwer, 

- 3. How the maviuge between the of Burgundie aud Maximilian Duke of 
*. : . - Auſtrich, afterwards ——m—_ concluded and accompliſhed. \. 1 


F luers: prattifes were entertained. ( as before you haue heard) © 
2 'berween theſerwo Kings to delay time ; butin the meane 
7 while the Lady. of Burgundies force ſtill diminiſhed; for of 
thoſe few men :thatremained aliue after bir: fatbers; death, 
\ . diuets reuolred Font hir ro the King, eſpecially after Mon> 
} - feurd:e Cordes was entredino his ſenaice;; for he Jedaway 
Ti - agteartroup with him. Ochers; necefinie forced roJhrinke 
4, 7... From hiry becauſe they dwetreither withintbe rownebrhe 
King had already conquered;or neere vato them. Somealſoputtheoveluts into 
his Ervice ro be inriched z for no Prince dealt ſoliberally with his men.gas.the 
King our Maſter did. Moreouer, civill difſencionsand actions among thertt- 
ſelues increaſed daily imthe great townes,, eſpecially in Gaunt , which bare the 
greateſt fray in the countrey, 2s you have heardc. For theLady of Burgundie 
diners matiages were mentioned. ;/for alt; men. were of opinion thateither ſbee 
muſt get hir + husband todefend that [he yer held;or marry the Daulphin.there- 
by quietly'topoſleſſeall.Some deſired greatly rharthismariage mighttake ſt 
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ſhe hir ſelfe eſpecially, before the King delivered the letters aboue mentioned, 
ſent vnto him by hir Chauncellorand the Lord of Himbercourt : but others 
diſallowed ofthis mariage, both becaule of the (aid Daulphins yoong age (for he 
was but nine yeeres olde) and alſo becauſe of the mariagepromiſed in England : 
and theſe laboured forthe Duke of Cleues ſonne. Others there were that trauel. 
led for the Emperors ſonne Maximilian now King of Romans. The ſaid Lady 
had conceived extreme hatred againſt the King tor the deliuerie of the letters 
aboue mentioned , which was the only cauſe of the two noble mens death, and 
ofthe dilhonor ſhe receiued when hir letters were openly re-deliuered hir before 
theaſſembly, whereof you haue heard. Further, the deliverie of the ſaid letters 
ſeemed alſo to be the only occaſion that mooued them of Gaunt to banith ſo 
many of hir ſeruants from hir,to remooue from abour hir, bir mother in law and 
che Lord of Rauaſtaine, and to put hir woman in ſuch feare, that they durſt nox 
opena letter betore they of Gaunt had ſeen it,nor commune with their Miftreſle 
in hireare. Wherefore the began now toremooue from abour hir the Biſhop of 
Liege, who was of the houſe of Bourbon, and ancarneſt ſuter tor hir mariage 
with the Daulphin,which ſnare had been a very honorable match tor hir, had nor 
the ſaid Daulphin been ſo yoong, notwithſtanding the Biſhop had no regard 
thereof, To be {horr, the ſaid Bilhop departed to Liege, whereupon cucry man 
gaue ouer that ſute. It had been hard to deale in this bulines to the contentation 
ofall partics,and I thinke who fo ſhould hauc intermedled in ir, ſhould haue had 
bur ſmall chanke for his labour in the end: whertore euery man forbarerto ſpeake 
therein. Notwithſtanding before hir mariage was fully concluded, there was an 
aſſembly held about it, whercat the Lady of Halleuin the Princefſe of Burgun- 
dies principall woman was preſent, who ſaid (as IThauc heard reported) that they 
had need of a man nota child, and that hir Miſtres was a woman growen and 
able to beare children, which ſhould be the onely ftay ofthe'country. This opi- 
nion tooke place, notwithſtanding ſome blamed this Lady for ſpeaking thus 
frankly ; but others commended hir,ſaying,that ſhe had ſpoken but of ſuch ma» 
riage as was moſt neceſſary for the cltate of the country. There was now no 
moreto doe but to finde a firman. And Ithinke verily if it had fopleaſed the 
King, ſhe would willingly haue maried the Lord of Angouleſmerhat now is ? ; 
ſo much delired ſhe tocontinue hir alliance with the houſ: ofFraunce. But God 
was minded to makeanother match whereof peraduenture the ſequel is yet vn- 
known. Notwithſtanding this, we areableto ſay by thatisalready paſt, that of 
rhe aid mariage many great wars haue ariſcn both heereand there , which per- 
chance had never hapned if ſhe had maricd the Lord of Angouleſme : whereas 
by reaſon of this other match both che countries of Flaunders and Brabant haute 
ſuffered great afflitions. The Duke af Clenes was at Gaunt with the faid Lady, 
making Fiends therein hope to conclude a mariage between hir and his ſonne: 
bur ſhe had no fancic thereunto ; for both thee and thoſe that were abour hir, 
miſliked much his ſonnes conditions. Wherefore ſome began to motion a ma- 
riage between hir and the Emperors ſonnenow King of Romans, the which in 
times paſt had been fo far forth treated of between the Emperor and D. Charles, 


that ic was concluded betweenthem two, Further , the Emperor had a letter 
written with the Ladies own hand by hir fathers commandement, and a ring fer 
wicthadiamond. The contents of the which letter were, that according tothe 
leafure of hit Lordand father, ſhepromiſed to the faid Duke of Auftrich the 
mperors ſonne , to accompliſh the mariage concluded between both their pa- 
rents, in ſuch manner and form as hir ſaid Lord and father ſhould appoint. 
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From the Emperor came certaine ambaſladots to the ſaid Lady being at 
Gaunt, who received letters at Bruxels commanding them to (tay ghere,becauſe 
Commithoners ſhould be ſent thither to treat with chem, which was the Duke of 
Cleues doing, who was loth of their comming , and fought tofend them home 
diſcontented. Burthe ſaid ambaſſadors paſſed torth that norwithttanding,, tor 
they had good intelligence in the Ladies court , eſpecially with the Dowager of 
Burgundie, who was remooued trom the faid Lady, as you hauc heard , becauſe 
of rhe letter aboue mentioned. Shee aduertiſed them (as it was reported) that 

they ſhould nor tay ar Bruxels notwithſtanding theſeletters , inſtructing them 
further what they thould dogar gheir- comming to Gaunt ; and aſſuring them 
that the faid Lady and divers about hir were well diſpoſed totheir ſure. The Em- 
perorsambaſladors followed hir aduiſe, and rid ſtraight to Gaunt, notwithſtan- 
ding the meſſage'aboue mentioned. Wherewith the D. of Cleues was nota lictle 
diſcontenred, buthe was not acquainted with the diſpolirion of the ſaid Lady & 
hir women. The Councell concluded that theſe ambaſſadors thould haveaudi- 
ence, and their meſſage being heard, the Princeſſe thould bid them heartily wel- 
come; and tell them that ſhe would cake aduiſe with hir Councel}, which words 
being vttered, {hee would withdraw hir felfe without farther communication. 
Whereunco (he agreed. T he ambaſſadors when audience was giuen them, pre- 
ſented their lettersand declared their meſſage, which was, that hir mariage had 
been concluded between the Emperor and the D. of Burgundie hir father with 
Hirconfent ; as appeared both by hirlerters written with hir owne hand which 
they there ſhewed,and alſo by the diamond which they ſaid ſhe had ſent and gi- 
pen intoken of mariage. Moreouer, the ſaid ambaſſadors required hir on their 
Maſters bebalfe, that ic would pleaſe hirto accompliſh the ſaid mariage accor- 
ding to the will and promjſe both of hirſfaid Lord and father,and alſo of hir ſelfe. 
Further, deliring hir to declare before the aſſembly there preſent , whether ſhe 
had written the faid letter or not, and whether ſhe meancto performe hir pro- 
miſe. Wherunrto the faid Lady withour further deliberation anſwered, that ſhe 
had ſentthe ſaid diamond , and written the letter by the commandement of hir 
Lord and father, and would performeall that was conteined therein. Then the 
ambaſſadors gaue hir humblethanks, and returned with ioyfull mindes to their 
lodging. Butthe Duke of Cleues was highly diſpleaſed with this anſwer, being 
deanecontrary to hir councels reſolution, and told hir that ſhe had done vnad- 
niledly. Whereunto ſhe anſwered, that ſhe could dqe no otherwiſe becauſe hir 
promiſe was paſt, which ſhe would notbreake. Which wordsthe Duke hearing, 
and knowing diuers about hirto be of the ſame opinion : determined fooneat- 
ter toreturne home into his owne countrey and relinquiſh his ſure, Thus was 
this raarriage concluded ; for the accompliſhment whereof Duke Maximilian 
camero Colen,/ where certaine of the Ladies ſervants met him , and brought 
-hiny money ,-whereof ] thinke they found him bare ynough : for his father 
was the hardeſt-man either Prince. or priuate manthar lined in bis time, The 
kid Emperors fonne being accompanied with feuen or eight hundred-horſe 
was conueicd to:Gaunt, where the mariage was accompliſhed; which ar the firſt 
was more vnprofirable thanproficabletathe Ladies ſubic&s z forthe Almaines 
wſtecd of bringing moneyiwith them; -had money ginenthem. Their number 
was'notifufficient to withikand the Kings forces, and their conditions agreed 
notwith hir fubicts manners : for they: lived vnder rich Princes which gaue 
yoooly offices, kept honorable and pompous houſes both in furnicure and 

; :and had' fumpruous apparet{' both for themfelues and their —_— : 
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butthe Almainesare of aclennecontrary diſpoſition, for theyare rude fellowes 


and live groflcly. 5 $1 5e01ts | 
Idoubr not but that by ſage and wiſe aduiſe and by the ſpeciall grace of God, 


the law Salicke was ordained in Fraunce which barreth women from the gown, 


rotheend the realme fall not into the hands of a ſtrange Prince and nation. For 
neither the French men nor any other people can caſily digeſt the gouerment of 
a ſtranger. And to ſay thetruth,there is no great Seniorie but in the end thedo- 
minion thereof remaineth to the naturall countrey men , as appeareth by the 
realme of Fraunce, a great part whereof the Engliſh men poſleſſed the ſpace of 
fower hundred yceres ; and yet now hold nothing therein but Calice, and two 
little caſtles, the defence whereof colterh them yeerely a great ſurame of money ; 
thereſt they loſt much ſooner than they wan ; tor they loſt more in one day,than 
they got ina yeere. The (elfe-ſame appeareth alſo by the realme of Naples ; the 
yle of Sicilie, and the other prouinces poſſeſſed by the French many yeeres, 
where now is no memoriall of their being there,ſaue only their anceſtors graues, 
For notwithſtanding that men may away witha ſtrange Prince being wiſe ,-and 
accompanied with a ſmall traine well diſpoſed; yet can they hard! 7 digelta great 
number of ſtrangers : for it the Prince bring with him a great multitude,or ſend 
for great forces vpon occaſion of warres, quarrels will ariſe between them aud 
the ſubieQts of the countrey, becaule of the diverſitic of their manners and con» 
ditions, and becauſe they will not forbeare to offer the ſubiets wrong , andare 

not beloued as thenaturall countrey men be : which inconuenience then ha 
neth eſpecially, when ſtrangers ſeeke to haue the higheſt offices and eſtates, and 
the gouernment of the aftaires in rhe common-wealth, Wherefore a Prince 
that goeth into a ftrange countrey, had neede to be wiſe and carefullin ſetting all 
things in good order: for if he lacke this vertue of prudence, ' which procee- 
deth eſpecially of the grace of God, whatſocuer other good parts bein bim, all is 
butloſt; and if he liue a mans age both he and thoſe thatliueynder him ſhall 
taſte of great troubles , eſpecially in his old age, when his fbieRs and ſeryagts 

deſpaire of amendment. | b with Py 
After this mariageabouerchearſed was accomplilſbed, their aSaires amended 
not, for the Princes, were both very yoang, and' Duke Mexizmlzan for his part 
2 Maxinilion {irple and of ſmall vnderſtanding , as well becauſe of his yoong yeeres *;as allo 
wasporne'se For that he was in a ftrange countrey,, and vtterly vnacquainted in his education 
1459. and his with any matter of ſtate, Laſtly , hee wanted force fufficient for any great x- 
manage 25, Ploit, ſo that for theſe cauſes theſe countries fell into great nvjferies, whereinthey 

accompliſhe , . . "——- | 
in Auguſt Yet remaine and are like to remaine. : Sure it is a greeuous plague when:a Pro- 
1477- 1are- uinceis forced to ſecke a ſtrange Prince to gouerne. it. - Wherefore God: beth 
Marche ſochas (hewed great graceto the realme of Fraunce by the lay aboue mentioned, which 
he was cigh- baxrech-women from the crowne : for by ſuch mariages with ſtrangers a prinate 
"4, yer houſe (Iconfefle) may be inriched, buttoa greatrealme ſuchav:this , _—_ 
months when COHUueniences ſhould thereof inſue. Sooncafterthis mariageatcomplitihed, or 
be was mar- qyhile they were treating thereof: the-King wanthecountrey of Artois/, K 
MY ſuffeerh me to rehearſe the ſobfſtanceof theſe affawires, and if Ifaile otberwhiles 
it theexa&t computation of thetimeamoneth or;two, I truſtthe Readers will 
hok the excuſed. The Kings good ſudceiſe Hailywincreaked 3 for no man-with- 
ſtoodtiim , by. meanes whereof he wan euety day ſomeplace ar other, unlefſc 
truce or ſome ouerture: of peace were/ made : which notwithſtanding com}d oc- 
uer bee brought to concluſion, becanſe both the parties were vnreaforable. 
Wherfore the war continned ſtill. Duke Meximihanand the Lady of Borgeods 
ha 
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' hadifſuethe firſt yeare Archduke Philip now living 3. The ſecond yeere they 
' had adaughter called Margaret now our Queene +. The third yeare they had a , Th;,;, 4; 


ſonne named Francis, of Francis Duke of Britaine 5, who chriſtned him. The > fuherro 
fourth yeare ſhe died 5 with afall from her horſe?, or ofan ague: but trucir is Þ* Eperors 


that ſhe fell, and ſome ſaid ſhe was with child, Her death was a great lofſe to hir perm 


ſubicR&s,for ſhe was a vertuous and liberall Lady,welbeloued of her people, and = ws borne 
miore reuerenced and feared ofthem than her husbandz and no marvell, for ſhe \\5,330701ne 
was Lady ofthe land. She loved her husband entirely well,and was well repor- the : 5.ot Sep- 
ted of all men. Shedied in the yeare 1482. The King held in Hainawlt the en——_ 
rownes of Queſnoi-le Counte, and Bouchain, the which hee reſtored againe, ;rc is fic 


whereat diuers wondred, conlidering that he ſeemed not delirous of peace,bur _ =yY 
rather to takeall,and leave this houſe of Burgundy nothing. And ſure I thinke jic fichupe wil 


if hecould eaſily haue diſperſed and given away all the Seniories thereof, hee berrothedes 
would vtterly haue deſtroyed it indeed. But two cauſes there were, as he after- "$5 


the 8,as Com 


—_ tolde me, that moued him to render theſe places : the one he ſaide that a mine writeth, 


ng ought to make more account of places of force & defence within his owne *" _ m_Y\ 
realme where he is annointed and facred,than ofthoſe that were out of his realm (1K. chant 


as theſe two were. The other was becauſe ofthe ſolemne oath and league thar is ren 
between the kings of France and the Emperovurs , that they ſhall notincroch Pc 


the one vpon the other, and theſe places aboue mentioned were ſituate in the ir, ur being 


Empire,and were reſtored the yeare 1 477. The ſame cauſe moved him to leave - as 


Cambray alſo, and to reftore it to neutrality ,and to fay thetruth,they receiued fenthir home 
him into the town vnder that condition, to pe facher 
a3$ Commuints 


h,lib 7. 
cap. 3-Aftervard ſhe marigd thÞPrince of Caſtile 28 is mentioned lib.8, cap.1 7, and _ Philibert Duke of faves, Shee —_ 


borne anno 1480. dela Marche, 5, This Francis was borne 1481, JutrodufF.dela Marche, he dicd a child, and 2nother ſon allo 
25 other hiſtoriographers report,named George, 6. Orrather the fiſt, for ſhe was marriedanno 1477, anddicd 1482.25 0ur 
author in the 7.c of this booke mponetite was borne anno 1457.and King Lewschriſtned her, Mayer, Aunal. Burgh. 

7 Shedicd the ſecend of March,1n.1482.by reaſon that through womanly baſhfulneile (he would not ſuffer her thigh which 
was broken with the fall from her horſe to be cured, but choſe ratherto die. 


Chap. 4 How King Lens by the condu&? of Charles of Amboiſe his lieutenant, recoue- 
red diners townes in Burgundy, which the Prince of Orenge had cauſed to 
rewolt from him. 


He warendured ſtill in Burgundy, wherethe K.could not atchieue 

his enterpriſe, becauſe the P.of Orenge being reuolted from him, 147" 
was made lieutenant of the Burgundians, and had ſome ayde of 1 This Siiſ* 
the Almains for his money, but not in fauor of Duke Maximilian: 1,45 not 


yncle to Max- 


for as touching him, there neuer came man into the Country for ;;.», x o- 
his ſeruice,atthe leaſt during the timeI now write of. Burt theſe ther hiſterics 


Almains were certaine bands of Swiſſers that ſerued the Prince of Orenge as ad» — 


venturers,not as Maximilians waged ſoldiers:for the Swiſlers arc not friends,nor :o his father, 
well-willers ofthe houſe of Auſtrich : other aide this county of Burgundy had {*7 Fn 


lictle,notwithſtanding inough it might have had iftheir paiment had bin good. NG 


And-as touching aide,no man might better haue giuen it than Duke $igj/mund dui enki 


of Auſtrich, Duke Mextmilians vncle *, whoſe Dominions bordered vpon ;;, nuke 5;- 
theſe countries of Burgundy,cſpecially in the county of Feretre,which a few gſm-nd (a- 


. > Cher Were bre- 
yeeres before, * he ſolde for 100000.gildo ns, to Charles Duke of Burgundie Yona = 


and tooke it afterwardes againe without paying backe the money 3, by the Leold D. 
; of Auſtrich, 

Atine in battelbby the Syifſers,anno 1286, 3. Others write, that the money was paide to a Merchant of Bafilto the Duke of 

Byrguadics vſe,and che payment fignfied to the (ard Duke, who wouldnt accept it ynlefſe it were paied ar Bezanzon, | 


S 2 which 
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whichtit'e he yetpoſſeſſeth it. He was a man of ſmall wiſdome,and little regar- 
ding his honor, and in ſuch friends men finde but (mall reliefe. Further, he was 
oneof thoſe Princes aboue mentioned, that vnderſtand nothing of their owne 
affaires further than it pleaſeth their ſeruants to acquaint them with, who are 
euer plagued for their bealtlineſle in their age as this Duke Sigi/mund was. For 
his (eruantsduring theſe wars, made him take part with whom they liſted ; (6 
that for the molt part he ioyned with the King our malter againſt his nephew, 
and would have giuen his inheritance being very large from his own kindred to 
a ſtrange houſe: for he neuer had child, notwithſtanding that hee were twiſe 
maried, But now within theſe three moneths by the perſwaſton of another fa- 
ion of his ſeruants,he had conueighed a preſent eſtate of his whole patrimony 
to the ſaid Maximilian his Nephew King ot Romans,relcruing to himſelfe a pen- 
lion onely amounting tothe third part of his reuenues, without any further 
power or authority in the country. But(as I have heard) he hath often repen- 
red him thereof; and if Ihaue heard alie,yetit is like enough to bee true. Such 
is the end of all Princes that liue like beaſts, againſt whom l inueigh thus vehe- 
mently, becauſcof the great office and charge that God hath giuen them in this 
world. Notwithftanding, thoſe that are bereft of their wits, ought to be free 
from all reproch; but ſure thoſe that haue good wits and healthfull bodies, and 
yet imploy their time in nothing but folly and idleneſle, are not to be moaned 
when any miſtortune falleth vpon them : as on the otherſide thoſe that ſpend 
their time according to their age, ſomtime in wiſdome and counſell.and ſom- 
time in honeſt recreation, aregreatly to be commended, and happy bethe ſub- 
ies thatliue vnder ſuch a Prince. 

This war in Burgundy endured long, becauſe of the Swifſers ſmall aide aboue 
mentioned: notwithſtanding the kinges force was much too ftrong ſor them : 
beſides, that the Burgundians lacked money; for the which cauſethe garriſons 
that were in the ſtrong places turned by intelligence. Monſieur de Crenthe kings 
Lieutenant there,laid the ſiege before Dolle the chief city ofthe county of Bur- 
gundy, the force within it being fo ſmal],that he deſpiſed it, which turned to his 
lofſe: for they ſallied forth,and aſſaulted him on a ſodaine,and rooke part of his 
artilſery,and ſlewcertaine of his men, which was a great diſhonour to him, and 
put him alſo into the Kings diſgrace, who being troubled with thisaccident,de- 
termined to ſend a new gouernour into Burgundy, partly becauſe of his miſtor- 
tune,and partly becauſe ofthe great pillings and pollings the ſaid de Cre» had 
vied in the country,which were in deede too exceſhve. Notwithſtanding before 
his departure he ouerthrew a band of Almaines and Burgundians,and took pri- 
ſoner Monſieur de Chaſteauguion +,the greateſt L.in Burgundic. Other exploite 

Thic was the OMe was done that T have heard of, notwithſtanding thereport went, that the 
> ince of O. aid de Cran behaued himſelfe there very valiantly,as touching his own perſon. 


' Prince of OQ- 


,cngesbro- The King (as before I ſaid)determined for the reaſons aboue alleadged to place 
ther,who anew governor in Burgundy,not diminiſhing any whit of the ſaid de Craws,pro- 
the biepe .. fits, offices,or wine 4s onely that he tooke from him all his men ofarms, ex- 
Monkcurde cept halfe a doſen,or a doſen archers, left to accompany him home. This Mon- 
May ag fieur de Cran wasa very groſſe man, and willingly departed to his owne houſe, 
he hid betie- where he lived at eaſe. The King placed in his roome Maſter Charles of Am- 
ped — boiſe Lord of Chaumont,a valiant, wiſe,and diligent gentleman. Moreover, he 
pa practiſed co winall the Almaines that made warre againſt himin Burgundy, to 
his ſeruice,not ſo much to vſe their helpe,as thereby to conquer the calilier the 


renge with 
him werc 
reſt ofthe country. The king ſent alſo to the Swiſſers, whom hee talled oy 
Lords 


fliine 14.0r 
15-huadred, 
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Lords of theſe Almaineleagues,making them many goodly offers ; for he pro- 

miled 4 yeerely penſion of 20000.franks 5 tortheir crowns, which be foure, Bern, ; Before lb. x, 
Lucerne, Zurich,and I thinke Fribourg was the fourth. Their Cantons alſo, as _ P 
I ſuppole,receiued part ofthis penſion, which beethree villages lituare in -the foo pou 
mountaines,, namely Swiſle, (whereof the whole country is named;) Solcurre 10 be forens, 
and Ondreuall : other 2090.franks he promiſed yeerly to thefaid Swiſlers go- 591 
vernors,and to certaine particular men that ſhould further his affaires. Moreo- $.ovld bee 
uer,he enrolled himſelfe one of their Burgelles,and delired to be their principal 24 bere- 
contederate,and to have writings thereof; wherein though they made (ome dit- 

ficulty ar the firſt, becauſe the Duke of Sauoy had euer been their chicte conte- 

derate;yet in the end they granted him his demands,and promiſed to ſend con- 

rinually to his ſeruice 6000,men vnder this condition, that their entertainment 

{hould be monerhly foure gildons and a halfe, which band continued in pay till 
thekings death 5. A poote Prince had not been able to doethis, but ſure it tur- Switters be- 
ned greatly to the Kings profit, though in the end Ithinkeit will be their de- £2" fiit1obe 
ſtruction. For now they flow {; with money, eſpecially with gold (wherwith th; were the 
beforethey were vnacquainted) that they are ready to fall arvariance among fronke archers 
them(elues,orher wiſe no man ſhould be able to annoy them, For their country 2% whe 


4s p poore,and (o full of mountaines,and themſelues fo good ſouldiers, that few 1420. 
would ſecke to inuadethem. Aftertheſerreatics were ended,and all the Almains 4 


in Burgundy woon tothe K ings fervice,the Burgundians force was clean bro- 
ken, Tobe lhorr,afrer divers new enterpriſes atchicued by the gouernour, the 
Lord of Chaumont, he belieged Rochforra caſtle neare. to Dolle, detended by 
maſter Clande de Vanldray,and yeelded'by compoſition. Afterward he belieged 
the towne ofDolle,from the t1ege whereof his predeceſſor in this office was rai- 
ſed (as before you haue beard)andtook it by aſſault. Thereport was,that me 
oftheſe Almaines lately receiuedihtothe kings ſcruice, thought to hauecntred 
the rownto defend irz burſo many frankearchers thronged in with them, nor 
vnderſtanding their treaſon; but onely for delire of gaine, that aftet they ,werg 
onceentred, they fell allro rhe ſpoile,, and burned and deſtroyed the Towne. 
A few dayes after the taking wherof, the gouernour belicged Auflonnga-very 
ſtrong town, but he gad good intelligence withinit. And before he brought 
the ficge thither, he writto the King, deliring thatthe ofhces of the rown might 
be beſtowed vpon certaine whom' he: named : which ;requeſt was forthwith 
granted. - Alrhough I were not preſem at theſe actions, yet vaderſtoode | of 
them, both by the reports-madetherofto the King;and alſo by the letters writ- 
ten to him; which otrentimes my ſelte peruſed ro make anſwere therunto by his 
commandement. Thetorce within Aufſonne was but ſmall, and the Captaines 
had intelligence with the gouernour,by meanes whereof within fineor {ix daies 
the place was yeelded Thus was all Burgundy conquered, faue three or fowre 
caſtels [ituate vpon the mountaines, namely leu, and certain others, & the town 
of Bezanſon which is imperiall, not ſubie& ro rhe county of Burgundie, but en- 
vironedrherewithzand rherefoteat the commandement of the Prince thereof. 
The gonernor entred into ir for the king, and came farth againe; they of the 
rowne doing vnto him all ſuch ſeruices,as they wereaccuſtomed in times pal} to 
doe to the Princes of Burgundy. Thus was al Burgundy ſubdued by the gover- 
nors great diligence, whereunto the Kingearnelſtly preſſed him,doubting thar 
he would leane ſome placervnconquered, to the end his help might be needed 
there ſti!],and he not be called from thence toſervethe king'in ſom other place. 


For Burgungje is a fruitfull country , whereof- he diſpoſed as of his _— 
d 3 
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lo that both the Lord of Cran before named,and this gouernor allo, filled their 

» The olde bags wellthere, The country remained quieta while vnderthe gouernement of 
copy raſech theſaid Lord of Chaumont : notwithſtanding certaine places. namely Beaune, 
« ap Sa Verdun,and others 7? rebelled ſooneafter : at the which time my ſelfe was there, 
which. fentthitber by the kmg,with the penſioners of his houſe, who neucr had captain 
Annaley ouer them betore, but {ithens continually. The faid places aboue rehearſed, were 
COmnay ſoone recouered by the wiſdome and condutt of the gouernour, and by his cne- 
that both this mies lacke of condut and (good order. Whereby you may perceiue, what diffe- 
ur 1: rence God of his goodneſle hath ſet betweene man and man: for to that parte 
' which he meaneth to prote& and defend, he giueth the wiſeſt men, and likewiſe 
wiſdome to thoſe that are in authority to imploy the wiſeſt. Further,he hath al- 

wayes (hewed, & doth daily ſhew himſelf in all chingsa detenderand protefor 


ofour Kings,not only of our Maſterthat dead is, but of the King likewiſe now 


raigning,notwithſtanding that ſomtime they taſte alſo of his ſcourges. They tha . 


loſt againe theſe towns thus reuolted, were torce ſufficient to haue defended the, 
ifrhey had with ſpeed put themſelves into them : but through their negligence 
they gaue the gouernour leiſure to Jeuy men, which was great folly; tor they 
knew well enough his eſtate, conſidering the great fauour all the country bare 
them. Wherefore they ought ro haue entred with ſpeed into Beaune, becing a 
# ſtrong towne,and ofdefence,as the others were not. The {elic ſame day that the 
gonernor went to beliegea little beggerly towne called Verdun, being well in- 
formed ofthe ſtare thereof: theſe Burgundians entred there, minding to put 
themſclues into Beaune. They were 600.choiſe men, horſemen and footemen, 
pattly Almaines,aud partly of the county of Ferette, led by certain expert gen- 
tlemen of Burgutidy,of the which S:ex of Quingy was one. But they ſpent 
tine at Verdun, while they might haue centred into Beaune,whichthe Rn 
could neuer haue recourred,ifthey had once been within it. But for lack ofgood 
counſellthey ſaid a night too longin Verdun, wbere they were belteged and 
taken by aſſault. Aterward Beaune was alſo befieged,and all that was loſt,reco- 
uered, ſince the which time our enemies were neuer of any force in Burgundy. I 
wasat this preſentin the country with the Kings penſioners(as you have heard) 
from whence the King reuoked me, becauſe ofa certaine letter written to him, 
wherein he was aduertiſed thatI forbare to lodge our men of armes in certaine 
Burgeſlſes houſes of Dyion. This with an other ſmall ſuſpicion conceived of me 
cauſed him ſuddenly to ſend me to Florence: to which his commandement [] 
obeyed as reaſon was,and departed fo ſoon as I had my diſpatch. 


Chap.5 How Menfieur de Argenton during theſe wars of the conqueſt of Burgundy, was 
"' - ſent ts Florence, and bow be receiueth homage of the Duke of Milan in the Kinges 
name for the Duchie of Genua, 


i Y voiage into Italy was about a quarrel! that aroſe betweene 
{ two great houſes, very famous in thoſedayes, the one, rhe 
9 houſe of Medicis,the other the houſe of Pacci,the which Pac 
d2/ ciby the fupportation of the Pope and Ferrangdeking of Na- 
gf. ples, thought to haue ſlaine Lawrence ofMedicis, and all his 
IS: adhcrents:notwithſtanding of him they failed; but his bro- 
| 5X. ther lian, they flewinthe great Church of Florence, and 

" with 'him one called Francs Nely, a ſeruant of chis houſe 
of Medicis, who ftepped foorth before the faide Iuljas to faue him.. Lau- 
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rence 
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Laurence d: Medicys becing fore hurt, retired into the veſtry of the Church, the 
dores whereofare of copper, and were made by his fathers commandement.A 
ſeruant whom he delivered out of Priſon but rwo daies before, did him god fer- 
uice that day, and recciued many wounds for him. This murther was commit- 
ted while high maſſe was ſung : for the time agreed vpon for the execution was, 
when the Prieſt that ſung matle began Sands. Bur the ſucceſle of the enterpriſe 
anſwered not their expectation. For ſuppoſing allto haue beene tully accom- 
pliſhed: cercaine of them went vp to the Pallace, minding there to haue (laine al 
the Lords ofthe trowne being to the number of nine, which have the whole go- 
uernment of the city,and changeat euery three monthes end. But they that at- 


. tempted this enterpriſe were euill followed by their companions, by meanes 


whereof when they cametothe top ofthe pallace ſtaires, one {hut a dore after 
them-: wherupon they ſeeing themlſelues not paſt foure or five were aſtoniſhed 
and wilt not what to ſay ; which the Lords ofthe towne that were aboue and 
their ſeruants perceiuing looked our at the windowes,and faw all tbe towne in 
an vproreand heard Maſter /ames of Pacci with his companions cry in the mid 
ofthe Market place before the pallace, Liberta Liberta, and Populo Populo : which 
were words whereby they thought toallure the people to take part with them, 
which notwithſtanding the people did nor, bur held them(elues quiet, Where- 
upon Maſter James de Pacciand his companions ſeeing the euill ſucceſle of their 
enterpriſe, fled out ofthe place as men aſtoniſhed, Which when the Lords and 


gouernors of the towne being within the pallace perceined : they rooke imme- 


diately thoſe fiue or ſixe that were come vp euilaccompanied,and cuil followed 
with intent to haue ſlaine them and taken their gouernment into their hands; 
and commanded them preſently to be hanged at the bars of the _ win- 
dowes, the Archbiſhop of Piſe ® being one ofrhem. Further the ſaid g 


ouernors $-. Arch-/ 


perceiuing all the city to take part with them and the houſe of Medicis: gauecom- 11s name 


mandement foorthwith, that all men found flying ſhould be ftaied at the: paſla- Steen 
ges and brought backe to the rowne; at the which inſtant Maſter James of Pacci eu 


was taken, and with him one ſent thither by Pope Sixtws,being a captaine of cer- Aprill anno 
taine bands vnder the Earle, Hieronimo, which Earle was a'ſo of the conſpiracy. 473 


The ſaid Pacci with his companions was in like manner immediately banged at 
the bars of the pallace windowes : the Popes ſeruant was bebeaded ; and beſides 
theſediuers were taken in the towne, who wereall hanged in this heate, of the 
which Fraxcis de Paccs, was one. There was as I gefle hanged in all fonreteene 
great perſonages, beſides certaine ſeruants ſlaine in the towne. A few daies after 
this yprore,[ arrived at Florence from the king; having vſcd great diligeter after 
my departur out of Burgundie, for I ſtaied no where buc two or three daies with 
the Ducheſle of Sauoy the kiugs ſiſter, who entertained mee very honorably. 
From thence | went to Milan, where I ſoiourned alſo two or three daies,and de- 
mandedaid of them to ſuccour the Florentines, with whom: at that time. they 
were in league, which my requeſt they willingly granted, both becauſe of the 
Kings demand, and alſo tor their leagues ſake, wherefore they ſent foorth ar thar 
—_ three hundred men of armes, and ſoon after other bandes. But topro- 
ceed, the Pope excommunicated the Florentines immediately after this fat 
commirted, and cauſed forth« ith his owne forces and the King of Naples for- 
ces to march. T heirarmy was ftrong and great, and they had in pay a number 
of good ſouldiers, They beſieged firſt alittle fort,nere to Senes,called the Cha- 
ftel'enny, which they tooke with divers other places: fo that the Florentines 


were in great diſtreſle : for becauſe they had liued long in peace,they were vnac- 
quain- 
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uainted with the warres, neither vnderſtood the danger they were in. Laurence 
l Medici their chiefe gouernour in the towne was but young, and ruled altoge- 
ther by yong men, yet the whole city reſted vpon his opinion. Moreover, they 
had but few Captaines, and their force was very ſmall: buethe Generall of the 
Popesand King Ferrand of Naples army, was the Dukeof Vrbin, a valiant and 
wile Prince,and a good Capraine. In their campe were alſo the Lord Roberr of A- 
rimini, who ſince hath beenea man of great eſtimation, the Lord Conſlantine of 
Pefaro, and diuers others that accompanied the King ot Naples two ſonnes, the 


Duke of Calabria, and the Lord Dom Frederic, (who areall yet alive ; ) beſides: 


agreat number of other valint Soldiers. Thus they tooke al the places that they 


belieged ; bur not.o ſpeedily as we would have done in France, becaule they. 


vnderſtood not what appertained neither tothe ſiege nor defence of a towne 10 
well as we : But ſure astonching the leading ofan army, and giuing order both 
for victualsand all other things neceſſary for a campe;they paſle vs tarre. T he fa- 
uour the King ſhewed the Florentines ftood them in ſome ſtead, though not ſo 
muchas 1 wiſhed ; but Thad no forces there to aide them with, ſauc onely my 
traine. I ſtayed at Florence and in their dominions abouta yeere,altogether vp- 
on their charge : they vied me very honorably,and till the laſt day my entertain- 
ment rather amended then impaired. Then the King called me home, and | paſ- 
ſed through Milan, [ received homage tor the Duchy of Genua of the Duke of 
Milan, called /ohn Galeas, at the leaſt ofthe Ducheſſe his mother, who did ho- 
mageto meas the Kings deputy in her Sonnes name. From thence ] returned to 
che King our Maſter, who recetued me very graciouſly andacquainted me with 
his affaires morethen euer before, and appointed mealſo to bee his bedtellow, 
notwithſtanding that I were ynworthy ofthat honour, and that diuers others 
were fitter for that place then my ſelte: but he was ſo wiſe that no man could faile 
to _ him ifhe executed his commandements, without adding ought therto 
of by 


1s 0wne braine. | 


Chap 6 Of Monſeur d' Argentons returfe out of 1talie into France, 
and of the battell of Guinegate, 


SJ T my returnethe King: our Maſter looked ſomewhat aged, 
and bis body was diſpoſed to ſickenes, but his diſcale brake 
SD {© notfoorthas yet. Hisaffaires he gouerned with great wile- 
LV dome,and the war endured ftill in Picardy, wherewith hee 
- J was nota little diſcontented, as were his enemies alſo in the 
5 AA) I ſaid countrie : but they could notremedy it. The Duke of 
— GEVID't Auſftrichenow King of Romans hauing the Flemmings this 
yeareat his devotion, laid the ſiege before Therouenne: but Monſeur de Cordes 
the Kings lieutenant in Picardy, leuied all the forces the King had in that coun+: 
trie, and the Frontiers thereabour, to the number of eight thouſand franke ar- 
chers, and went to ſuccour the place. Whom when the Dukeof Auſtriche per: 
ceiued to appoach, he levied his ſiege,and marched againſt him: the two armies 
metata-placecalled Guinegate, The Duke had of Flemmings the number of 
_— thoufand or betrer, and certaine Almaines together with three hundred 
Englithmen, cd by an Engliſh Knight that had ſerued Charles Duke of Burgun- 
dy,called i1r Thomas Abrigan. The Kings horſemen being much ſtronger then 
their enemies, brake the Dukes horſemen, and purſued them, and Maſter Phibp 


of Raucſtain their caprtaine as farre as Ayre, whereupon the Duke ioined him- 
ſelfe 
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ſelfe with his footemen. The King had in this armyat the leaſt 1100. men of 


armes of his ordinarie retinue * : all the which followed not the chaſe 3 bur 
Monſeur de Cordes who was generall did, and Monſeur de 7 orcy with him, which 
was a valiant deed, butagainſtthelaw of armes; for the captaines of the vaward 
and rereward ought not to follow the chaſe. Some of the Dukes horſemen reti - 
red,vnder colour of defending the ſtrong places; but others fled in good earneſt. 
The Dukes footmen fled not, yet were they vpon the point ſo to doe; but they 
had with thetn on foot two hundred valiant gentlemen their leaders, among 
whom were the Lord of Romont of the houle of Sauoy, the Earle of Naſſaw, 
and diuers others yet lining. The courage of theſe gentlemen ftaied the foot- 
men, which was a wonder, conſidering they ſaw their horſemen broken. The 
Kings franke archers fell to ſpoile the Dukes carriage, and the ſtraglers that fol- 
lowed it, as vitualers, and ſuch like : but certaine of the Dukes footmen (er 
vpon them diſcom ited them, and ſlue ſome of them. The Dukes loſſe was gre- 


The old co. 
pie ſaith bur 
560. men ot 


armcs, 


F Wo 


ter then ours ; for more of his men were taken, and more{laine * : but the ho- » There were 


nor ofthe field was his. And thinke verily if hee had returned ro Therouenne, —_— = 


he had not fonnd a man neither in it,notin Arras; and it was great]y to his loſſe, G,nwgae 
that hedurſt notattemprt ſo rodo. But in ſuch caſes men are not alwaies infor- neon 
gundians, and 


med ofthe beft : and to ſay thetruth, great cauſe he had to fearethat enterpriſe, $70 nil 
I ſpeake ofthis battell but by heareſay ; for I was nor preſentar it : potwithſtan- Grin. 
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ding to continue the order of my hiſtory, ſomewhat I was forced ro write there- 
of. I was with the King when theſe newes were brought him, which vndoubted- 
ly nipped himat the very heart; for he was not accuſtomed ro loſe, but had ſuch 
ucceſſe in all his attempts, that fortune feemed to be at his commandement, 
which vndoubtedly his wiſdomegreatly furthered. For he would hazard no- 
thing, neither feared any thing more then a batrell ; and as rouching this now 
mentioned, it was fought without his knowledge. His armies he madeſo ſtrong, 
that few princes wereable roencounter thera z he was better furniſhed ofarrille- 
ry,then any King thateuer raigned in France; he attempted alwaies to take 
places vpon a ſudden, eſpecially ſuchas he perceived to be cuill fortified 5 which 
after he had once gotten, he furniſhed ſo well both of men and artillery, that ir 
was impoſſible for his enemies to recouerthem . Further, ifthe captaine of any 
ſtrong place, or any other within it would praQiſe to yeeld it for money, he was 
ſure ofa copes mate,neicher would he ſhrinke werethe ſumme demanded neuer 
ſo great, but —_— giucit. He was afeardat the firſt when news was brought 
him ofthis batrell, ſuppoſing the truth had nor beenetold him , bur that his 
whole force had beene ouerthrowne, knowing, ifit were 0, all to be loſt chat he 
had conquered ouer this houſe of Burgundy in thoſe parts, and the reſt in greac 
danger he when he vnderſtood thetruth, he tooke the marter patiently, and 
was well enough contented with Monſeur de Cordes. Notwithſtanding he pur- 
ou to giue order, that no more ſuch enterpriſes ſhould be attempted withour 

is knowledge. From this day forward he reſolued to treat of peace with the 
Duke of Auſtriche, ſo that it might be wholly to his owne aduantage, and thac 
he might thereby ſo bridle the ſaid Duke, by meanes of his owne proper ſub- 
iets (whom he knew to be inclined to praRiſe againſt their Prince) that hee 
ſhould never be able to doe him harme. Moreouer, he was very deſirous to re- 
dreſſe all diſorders in his realme, eſpecially the long delates of proceſſes and ſutes 
in law which thing the better to ws. now” hee minded to bridle the Court of 
Parliament, not by diminiſhing their nnmber of authority, but many _ 


were done there againſt kis minde, for the which he hatedit. He wasalſode 
rous 
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rous to reduce his whole realmeto one cuſtome, and one kinde of waight and 
meaſure : and further, that all the lawes and cuſtomes ſhould be written in the 
Frenchtongue,in a faire booke to auoid the pilling and pollings of the Counſel- 
lors in Law,which are moreexceſhue in this Realmethen inany other,as the no- 
bility hath good cauſe to know. And vndoubtly it God had ſpared him lifeand 
health five or ſixe yeres longer,he would haue done much good in the realme,as 
great cauſe he had to do zfor he had more oppreſſed itthen euer had any of his 
predeceſſors: but neither authority nor perlwaſions could haue woon him to 
vnburden his peopletil it had come of it ſelte,as in bis fatter daies fureit would if 
God had preſerued him from {ickneſle. Wherfore it is requilit to do good while 
a man hath leaſure,health,and vnderſtanding.Thetreaty the K. deſired to make 
with the Duke & Ducheſle of Auſtrich,and their dominions, was this : he meant 
by meanes of the citizens of Gauntto treat ofa marriage between the Daulphin 
his Son now ourKing,and the daughter of the ſaid Duke & Ducheſle,vnder theſe 
conditions,that if the mariage v ereaccompliſhed,theyſhould permit him quier- 
ly toenioy the counties of Burgundy, Auxerrois,Maiconnois,& Chatolois; and 
he for his part would reftore vnto them Artois,reſeruing only to himſclfethe ci- 
ty of Arras, in ſuch ſort as he had fortihed it : for the towne was now nothing 
woorth, conſidering the fortification ofthe city, For before the King tooke Ar- 
ras,the town was fortified with ditch and rampare againſt the city ; but now the 
city was fortified againſtthe towne, and held for the King by the Biſbop: wher- 
in the King did contrary to the Princes of this bouſe of Burgundy. For they al- 
waies at the leaſt by the ſpace of thele hundred yeres, made Bilhop whom they 
liſted,and placed a captaine in the towne beſides: but the King to increaſe his au- 
thority did cleane contrary,and-cauled alſo the towne wals to be beaten downe 
and the citie to be fortified:ſo that now the city ſhutteth vpon the town,a great 
ditch being betweene both. Wherefore the King indeed offered nothing ; for 
who fo hath the city, hath the towneat commandement. Of the Duchy of Bur- 
gundy,the county ofBollion, the townes ſituate vpon theriuer of Som, the ter- 
ritories of Peroone, Roy and Montdidier no mention was made. After theſe 0- 
uvertures were once ſet on foot,they of Gaunt furthered them to the vttermoſt of 
theirpower,and vſed very rudely theduke& dutcheſle his wife,as did alfo divers 
other great townes of Flanders & Brabant, which were fully bent to follow the 
roceedings ofthem of Gaunt,eſpecially Brucels, which was growne ſo wealthy, 
ecauſe of the continual reſidence that D. Philip and D. Charles of Burgundy had 
madethere: (as did alſo at this preſent the Duke and Dutcheſle of Auſtrich) that 
the wealth & quictnes wherein they had lived vnder theſe two D.abouenamed, 
madethem forget God and their dutieto their Prince: ſo thatthey procured to 
themſelnes that misfortune, which afterward,as you have ſeene,fell vpon them. 


Chap. 7 How King Lewis being viſued with fickeneſſe, loft his wits,and lay ſpeechleſſe, 
ſometime recouering and eftſoones falling into his diſeaſe againe : and how 
he behaued himſelfe in his Caftle of P leſs1s neere to Tours. | 


TSA Bout this time inthe yeere 1479- inthe month of March truce 

VANE: was made betweene theſe two Princes. The King was very deſi- 
294| rous of peace eſpecially in thoſe parts,ſo thatit might bealtoge- 
p, ther for hisaduantage.For he began now to waxe old and ſick- 
9 ly;ſo far forth that once being at dinner at Forges neere to Chi- 


non, he was ſuddenly taken inall parts of his body and loſt his 
ſpeech- 
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ſpecch : be was lified vpfrom therableandineld;r rhe fire;:and, the wiridowes 
ſhut zro the which notwithſtanding that he deſired eq go, yetlame of his friends 
held tio and wauld not (wfterbonJoio do,medping; all tor thie beſt, This dil. 

rooke him in the yeeregfour Loritz45o jothe moneth of March olielay 7x 4 8 0, 

ther ſpeccbledle, he knew no mat, \ahd his memorie was wholly-cakena- 

way, Attheywhichinttantyou (my Lord ot Vietwia) camethbither , a6d ferved 
hun atthat we in ltead otaphilitian ;tor you gave him/a glutet,and dbe 
windawes tobe apened,andihe airetobe let io whereupoh immediately bee 
recouered his (peech and his memorypiter.a (art; and tooke hovſe 1nd> returned 
to Forges:: forthis diſeaſe raoke himina vilagea quarter ofa leaguethiencciwhi- 
thet he. went.to-heare male. | He war doligently:teaded andmddefigncswhathe 
wentd bauc dane; among other things thee: debiredithar; rhe! ofhciali of! Tours 
might be called to {briue kim, and nxt Ggriesalfd that] thoplibe ſenrfar;torl 
wasgone to Argentonbeing ten leagues thence whea'l came. Ifonndbamatrhe 
cable with Maſter 4dav: Exmec, ( whodpmetimie>hed -beene King Chanltrihe fe- | Te was fortie © 
uehths Phitition, and was at that prefent Maſter of the requeſts, )aod another daics : but be. 
Philition called Mavber Glaude: be vaiderſtood!litrle whatany:man faid, nbowich- Etc old 
fanding griefe be felt none,/ be ſpake-plaindy almbft neuer:a/word,:burmade qars,and tha: 
ſignes thar I tbould bein his chamber.; Iwanedvpdnhim: the pace of 152 dajes fimvlic alſo 
Z athis table,20d about his perſonas one of the groomes of igchambes/whioh 11, ery 
Iaccounted ghcat bonor to me, and thought: my )felte in duty rboutnd:ſododgda. chapter faich 
Afver two dateshhe reconered bis{peoch and bis-memory: alter.n fore: andbe- 7757.4, 
cauſe he thonght.no man windecfiond hem fo wel as my (olfe;binplaiſure wdsthat (in «5. j/- 
I ſhould alwates baby him, andhe confeſſed himſdte/xotheOfhaall inmypre- jermedics, 1 
ſence, vtherwiſerhey wotld never hane: vnderftbodiont; anerher. Heb4tmck wc hong. 
muchto ſay. forhe wasthitica noriong pgs 010 of Fratihce mendit = 
vſealwaicseo canfefle themigdues whenthey to ſeghadbeſickbfrbeKings ,Nn8ins 
euill, which he neuer failed todo oacca pecke. IHot : 


Princes :d0 [not chelike, to have poiſo. 
they are to blame, for continualla greatoumber arvicroodleSqpirk-thar difead, [<1] his father 
After he was ſornewhh recanicrod, he begantocntnneqhorhey: werethiacheld ,;1i; furs Wh 
bimby forcefrom going tockewindowes, whoſenamer hehe beard; )foorth- Phiſrion, | 
with-he baniſbod them the Coure ; ſothavthey nenorcaniegfierwaridrobispre- ion,” 
&nce, and ſomeof thera afa tie pet onr ofoffice: From othersy hamely rbe{ord King barks 
of Segreand Gilbert de Grace Lordiof roubhe rookeborkivig;:barcom-.Þrtion ater 
maundedthem .to-depart- Many wondered. atthiptoish tdaming kimferioy- cnc; by 
ſingchem,conlideringthatailtharthey did was forthebeft;and chey faidSueh rn; =_y 
but Princes imaginationsarefirange;,ands number are boldito. pradeofithem 1.0". 
that vnderſtandthem not The King fedred nothin; © mociradche daninithing iniced at the 
ofhisauthoritie being marvellous grtar; For the \cauſe:dee wand or be fit newer 6f 
inany poi. Purthet;hocergerabretikattyhenKiogloimndes bisfd gent (bring 
rher fell into the diſeaſe hereof lie die; hee enoreeÞintoſuſpicionTharthisey- the (ee _ 
uams ſoughgro- poiſon hibuar His fonek boquet31 2Whichrfamfleſyibeſbodecpe (100, 
into his head chathe refuſed fteixmeare;. bV hetefoteavwas toncindedby qhdad- ed, which 
viſe of hisPhiſirionsabduFhivchiafcſthpd wruftielterumripthaobeitionlibbec 27 970045 
fotoedcrodate :thenrhich navenegated very otder[ yard (aduifadby-bythoſorbi® bein chen.c 
ſerurdhim; for cqolin was pomeedintoluiaingnch| buc foone atrer this foroehe Senippe in| 
died.' The King.our Matted wh bathener! wiillifidedakicrordeting of higrfarbier, (pete 
ſomacked matoellbu | luc eeadekd rhadperforcey buryermadethew ſame 111ce he ol | 
of mich yreacerdiÞþlealuberhiid inddede he had:@grvwed thereof; The chieke Prins mat i 


ther 
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cher things, eſpecially in the expedition of his waighrie affaires , vnder colour of 
che imperteian'of his wits.” Liad IL Ofolh 2:21 
' Afﬀeerhehad dealrthus roughly with theſe aboue named}, hee inquired what 
- + 7 his Counſell had done during the cimevf his ſickenes, and what dilpatches they 
had made, whereoftthe Biſhop of Alby, his brother the gouernor of Burgun- 
die,the Marſhall of Gie, andthe Lord of Lude had the oi charge : for theſe 
wete preſent when his (ickenes tooke him; and lodged all in two little chambers 
vnderneath him. Further, he would needes (ee the letters and packets rhathad 
beene brought and came howerly, The-principall whereof were ſhewed him, 
andread them before him :he:madea countenance as though hee vnderſtood 
them; and cooke'them intohis hands, fayning that he read them , notwithiftan: 
dingthat indeede he vnderſtood neuera word, Sometime/alſo hee ſpake a-word 
or two; jor made ſignes what ſhould betheanſwere to thele letters ; bur lirtle or 
nothing wasdiſpatched,/for we expefted-an end of his diſcaſe , 'becauſe hee wasa 
Maſter before whom it behooued vs not torread awrie. This fickehes held-him 
about.hfteenedaies, and then his wits'and ſpeech he recovered perfetly; but 
| his body was marvellous weake; for the which cauſe we feared greatly a relaſpe, 
 . therather becauſe naturally he was inclined to giue but ſmal credirto Phifnions. 
Immediately after he was well recouered, hereftored Cardinall:Baltue (whom he 
\., + hadheldinpriſon fowerteeneyecres) tolibertie. Whereunto ——— 
thathe had beene required oftentimes before, both by the Sea'Apoftolike an 
others, andall in vaine: yet now he purchaſed the abſolution' of-rhat $awlr him- 
ſclte, by a bull ſent from! our holy: father the Pope by his owne procurement. 
Whemhis diſcaſe firſtrookehiim, they thar at that.prefent were about htm held 
| himtfor dead, and ſent foortb diuers commandemetttsfor the revoking of an ex- 
- ccfhueand cruellſubſidie hid vpon his ſubiefts. by the aduiſe of 'the Lord 
of Cordes his lieutenantiggPicardie, wherewith were waged ten thouſand foot- 
men, to bealwaiesin aſreadines', and 2500. pioners, the which were called the 
* | Soldiers of the camper, Mareauer, he appointed fifteene: hundred of his ordinarie 
med ofarmes CI to fight on foote when neede ſo required. 
He cauſed alfo 2 great numberot carts to-be madeeoincloſe them; and tentsand 
pauillions, imirarimngthercinthe Duke of Burgunditscampe. The charge bfthis 
1i as | armyainountedyeerclytot5booon. frankes 3., When thele ſoldiers were in a 
old cop: es readivedand furnifhed ofall thingsneceſary,he wentto ſeethem mbter in aval- 
3 599990. and keyneereto/Ponede!' Arche in Normandie, where the band ofthe fixe thouſand 
ly \ eudied-Swifiers abou mentioned: miiſtered alſo, the which neverifaw the King butat 
read : for thistimeonly; Afcerall was ended; theKing removed to Tours, where hee fell 
15900. franks againe into hixfortner diſeaſe, and {oft his ſpeech as before; and was by the ſpace 
wile havply oft two houres in fuch caſeithatall men held him for dead. He lay in a gallery 
.00.vldiccs, PON a matteſſe of ſtraw,dipers tandingabouthim.,' Monfeur de Bouchage and I 
"*yece, yowed himto Saint Chude, and allthe reft that were preſent vowed him alſo. 
Immediately whereupori he reconered his peech,and foone after aroſe and wal- 
.' kedyparid the hou; but his body-was marvellous feeble. This ſecond 
1481.: Hoof ticknestooke himintbeyecre 11481; notwithitahding hee rode vppe and 
downethe countrie as befare;wid wens to Argentento. my houſe, where be lay 
a moneth maruellous ficke] From thence hee wene to Tours, where (nortwith- 
| Rahding that he ſtill remainedſicke) he tookevpon him his voiageto.S. Clauds, 
towhbm as you hauc heard he was vowed;and at his:departure thence comman- 
ded meto go into'Sauoye againſt the L.drds of Chambre ,' Miolant, and Brefle, 
becauſethey had taken priſoner the Lord. of Lins!in Daulphio., whom hee _ 
appointe 
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appointed goucrnour of D. Philibert his nephew, yet notwithſtanding couertly 


heaided theſe Lords,againſt whom I went. He lent alſo a great band of Soldiers - 


after me,whom | led ro Maſcon againſt the Lord of Breſſe, but heand I agreede 
well ynough ſecretly. Further,the L.of Chambre made a.compotition with the 
D.ot Sauoy at Thurin in Piedmont where he Jay, whereof be aduertiled mezan d 
immediately thereupon I cauſed my force toretire.hJee led the ſaid D. to Gre- 
noble, whether the Marſhall of Burgundy, the Marqueſle of Rothelin, and my 
ſelfe went to receiue him. T he K.commanded me to returne home, & tg meete 
him at Beauicu in Beauiolois, where when I arriued, I wondred to {ee him (o 
leaneand bare, much more to ride vp and down the country, but his noble hart 
caried him, Ar Beauicu he received letters, that the Ducheſle of Auſtrich was 
dead ofa tall from her horſe; for ſhe rid a fierce hobhy that threw her vpon a 
blocke, notwithſtanding ſome lay,ſhe died not of thetall, but of an aguez but 
howlſocuer it were, ſhe died ſoon after the fall, ro the great dammage at her Syb- 
ies & friends,who (ince her death never had quietngſſe nor good luccefle. For 
this people of Gaunt and the other towns bare much more reuerence to hir than 
ro-herhusband, becauſe ſhe, was Lady of the land. She died in the yeare, 1482, 
The K.rold me theſe newes in great 10y,adding, that the two children'remained 
in the citizens of Gaunts cultody,whom he knew to be enclined to (edition,& re- 
bellion againſt this houſe of Burgundy. Further,he thought the time now come 
when he might do ſome great exploit, ſeeing the D. of Auftrich was but young, 
his father yer living, his countries troubled on every (ide with wars,and himſelte 
a ſtranger & weckely accompanied, For the Emperor his father was tqq extream- 
ly couetous;forthe which cauſe his ſon found the leſſe fauour, The K,immediat« 
ly after the Ducheſſe death, began to practiſe with the gouernors of Gaunt, by 
weanes of Monſieur deCords,& to treat ofa mariage between the Daulphin his 
ſon,& the (aid D.daughter,called Margaret at this preſent our Queen, The ſaid 
de Cordes addreſſed himlelte wholy to two men, the one a Penſtoner of the town 
called Willram Rine,a (ubtle crafty tellow;the other the clarke ofrheir Senate, na- 
med Coupe Nole,who was a Holter,but in great credite with the people: for ſuch 
men of occupation, when they are moſt vnruly, are there beſtelteemed. The K. 
returned to Tours and kept himſelfe very cloſe,ſo that few ſaw him;for he wax- 
ed icalous of all men, fearing that they would take the gouernment from him, or 
diminiſh his authority ; for the which cauſe hee remooued all thoſe from him 
thathe had moſt fauored,& had been neareſt about him, not diminiſhing their 
Eſtates in any reſpe&;but he ſent them away ſome to their othces and charges, & 
ſome to their houſes, but this endured not long, for ſoon after he died. He did 
divers (trange things, which cauſed as many as ſaw them to thinke him out ofhis 
wits;but they were not —_— acquainted with his conditions. As touching 
ſuſpitions,all great Princes are ſuſpitious,eſpecially thoſe that be wiſe, and haue 
had many enimies,and haue oftended many as the King our Maiter had. Fur- 
ther, he knew himſelfe not to be beloued ofthe —_ ot his Realme, nor ofa 
great nomber of the commonalty, Beſides this, he had more charged his peo- 
plethaneucr any of his don : notwithſtanding he was deſirous now 
in his latter dayes, (as before 1faid) to haue caſed them, but he ſhould haue be- 
gun ſooner. King Charles the ſeuenth by the perſwaſion of divers wiſe and vali- 
ant Knights that had ſerucd him inthe conqueſt of Normandy and Guyenne, 
(which the Engliſhmen held) was the firſt ahat began to levy ſublidies at his 
pleaſure, without the conſent ofthe ſtates of his Realme: and to ſay the trueth, 
cauſe there was then ſo to do: for the charges were excefſiue,as well for theman- 


ning of the countries newly conquered, as allo for the defeating ofthe com- 
= panies 
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panies of robbers, which went about ſpoiling the realm. For the which cauſe the 
nobility of France conſented tothe King, and had certaine pen ſions promiled 
them in conſideration ofthe ſams of money, that ſhould be leuied vpon their 
lands. Ifthis King had alwaies lived & thoſe of his councel that were about him, 
he would ſure greatly haue enlarged his realm.But conſidering what hath enſu. 
cd fince hisdeath,& 1s like further ro enſtie, he charged maruellouſly his foule & 
the ſoules ofhis ſucceſſors by this fa : for he gaue his realmea cruell wound, 
which will bleed this many a yeare, by entertaining in continuall pay a terrible 
band of men ofarmes, atter the manner of the [ralian Princes. The faid king 
Charles levied in his realm at the houre of his death but 1 800000. franks all ma- 
ner of waics,and had in ordinary about ſeuenteen hundred men ofarmes , the 
which he kept in good order,and fo 0m in divers prouinces for the defence of 
his realme,that many yeares before his death they rid not ſpoiling vp and down 
the country, to the great quietnes and comfort of his people.Butithe King our 
Maſter leuied at his Jeath 4700000.franks, he had in pay foure or five thouſand 
men ofarmes, and of footmen for the campe and in garriſon, aboue fiue and 
ewenty thouſand : whereforeit is not to be maruelled it he had many phanſics & 
imaginations in his headzand thought himſeltnot welbeloued. Bur ſure as theſe 
matters cauſed him greatly to feare ſome;ſo had hea ſureconfidence in many of 
thoſe whom he had brought vp and highly adnanced,ofthe which,] think there 
werea number, whom death it ſelfe could never haue withdrawne from doing 
their duty. There cameinto Pleſrs du Pare which was the place where be lay) 
very few beſide his houſhold ſeruants, and thearchers ofhis guard being foure 
bundred,of whom a great number all the day long kept watch and ward atthe 
gate, walking vp and downe the place. No noble man or greatperſonage lodged 
within the caftel, neither might be ſuffered to enter in, ſaue only the Lord of Bea- 
uicu D.of Bourbon his ſon in law. The ſaid caſtell of Picfſhs he madeto beenui- 
roned witha grate of great iron bars, and at theentry intothe ditches thereof 
had cauſed ſharpe ſpeares of iron,cuery one of them hauing many heads, to bee 
manſoned into the wallzhe cauſed alſo foure ſtrong watchhouſes of iron to bee 
built,and aplace to be made in them where men might ſtand and ſhoote ar eaſe, 
which was a ſumptuous thing to behold, & coſt aboue 20000.franks. In the end 
he put into theſe houſes forty croſſebow men, which were day and nightin the 
ditches, and had commiſfion to ſhoote at cuery man that approched neare the 
caſtell after the ſhutting ofthe gares,till they opened in the morning. Further,he 
hadan imagination that his ſubie&s wold be very ready to take the gouernment 
intotheir own hands where they ſhould ſce conuenient time. And ſure ſome 
echere werethat conſulted toenter into Plefſis, & diſpatch the affairs at their plea- 
ſure, becauſe nothing was diſpatched;but they durſt not attempr it, wherin they 
did wiſely,for the King had giuen good order for the matter. He changed often 
both the grooms ofhis chamber, & all his other ſeruants,ſfaying,that nature de- 
lighterh in variety;and he had with him to bear him company,one or two very 
mean men,and ofcuillreport, who might well haue thought-ifthey had bcene 
wiſe,that immediatly after his death they ſhould at the leaſt be put out of office, 
and ſpoiled of all they had,as alſo it hapned. Theſe informed him of no meſſage 
that was ſent him,nor ofany matter that was written to him, were it never ſo im- 
portant, vnleſle it touched the preſeruation of the ſtate, or the defence of his 
realme: for that was his onely careto be in truce & peace with all men. He gave 
to his Phiſition ordinarly every moneth then thouſand crowns, & in 5.months 
he receiued of him 5 4000.He gaue alſo goodly landsro Churches; bur this gitt 
was made\void,and not without cauſe, for the Clergy men had roo much. , 
Wi _” Chap, 
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Chap. 8. How the King cauſed the holy man of Calabria to come to Tours, 
thinking that hee could heale kim: and —_ thmgs 
the ſaid King did to maintaine his authority 
during bus fickne(ſe. 


£23 Mong men famous for deuotion, hee ſent into Calabria for 
\\©, J one Frier K#bert,whom he called the holy man, becauſe ofhis 
2) & —J> holy life,and in whoſe honor the King that now is, cauſed a 
EA I Church to be built at Pleffis du Parc, in place of the Chap- 
£5) J7 0 pell neare to Pleſhs at the bridge foot. This Heremir being 
$— "4 1 \ IS twelue yeares otageentred into arocke, where he remained 
> GENSDtS) til he was forty three years old, or thereabout,to wit, cuen 
rill this preſent thatthe King ſent tor him by one ofthe ſtewards of his houſe, 
whom the Prince of Tarente the King of Naples ſonne accompanied thither. 
For the ſaid Hermice would not depart thence, without permithion both of the 
—_— of his Prince; which was great wiſedome in (o {implea man. He buil- 
ded in theplace where he lived two Churches, and never ate fincethetime hee 
entred into this ſtraight kind of lite, either fiſh, fleſh, egs, any kind of White- 
meate, or of fat. Incuer ſaw in my time a man of ſoholy life, nor by whoſe 
mouth the holy Ghoſt ſeemed rather to ſpeake : for he neuer had been Scholler, 
bur was vtterly vnlcarned : true it is that his Italian ronguecauſed ſomwhart the 
greater admiration ofhim, This Hermite paſſed through Naples, being hono- 
redand recciued,as ifhe had beena great Legateſent from the Sea Apoftolike, 
both by the King and by his children; with whom hecommuned ofthe affairs 
of the Court,as if he had beene a Courrier all the dayes of his lite. From thence 
he went to Rome, where he wasuilited by all the Cardinals, and had audience 
iven him chrice ofthe Pope,communing with him alone; and ſitting each time 
_ by him in a goodly chaire three or foure houres together 5 which was 
reat honour to ſo {im  - a perſon. His anſwers were ſo wiſe thata!l men won- 
Gred at them;ſo far forth that our holy Father gaue him leaueroereR a new or- 
der,called the Hermits of S. Francis. From thence he came to the King,who ho- 
nored him,as ifhe had been the Pope himlelfe, falling down before him,& deſi- 
ring him to prolong his life: wherunto he anſwered asa wiſe man ſhould. haue 
often heard himtalke with the K.that now is,in preſence ofall the nobility ofthe 
realm,and that within theſe two monethes,& ſure he ſeemed by his words to be 
inſpired with the holy Gholt, otherwiſe he could neuer haue communed of ſuch 
mattersas hedid. Heis yer living,and may change eyther to betteror worſe; 
wherefore I wil ſpeak no further of him.Som mocked at this Hermits comming, 
whom they called the holy man; bur they knew not the deepe cogitations of 
this wiſe King,neither had ſeen the occaſions that moued himto fend for him. 
The King lay in his cattell of Plefſis accompanied with few beſides the archers 
of his guard,and troubled with theſe ſuſpitionsaboue rehearſed. Norwithftan- 
ding he had giuen good order for this inconuenience,for he left none of thoſe 
whom he ſuſpeted cither in the rowne or country, but made his archers to cauſe 
them to depart,and to conveigh them away. No man debated any matter with 
him, vnleſſe it were of ſome great importance that concerned himſelfe , hee 
ſeemed rather a dead corps then aliuing creature,for he was leaner then a man 
would belieue: he apparelled himſelfſumptuouſly,yea more ſumptuouſly then 
inall his life before;for he ware no gown bur ofcrimlin ſatrin furred with good 
Sv marterns 
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marterns, he gane gifts to whom it pleaſed him without any ſutez for no man 

durſt meueany lutero bim, nor debate any matter with him : hee puniſhed 

fiults ſharpely tothe end he might be feared,and not loſe his authority as him- 

{fe rolde me : he changedoffcers,cafled companies of meh ofarms,diminiſhed 

penſions,or tooke ther clean away,and to'd me but a few daies before his dearh 
1 G:ſ»erns le Thar he paſſed away the time in making and marring otmen. To be ſhort, hee 
—_—Y —_ cauſtd himfclfero be more ſpoken of within his realme then ever wasany King 
17un//cr in the and all for feare le(t men ſhould thinke him dead. For as I laid, few ſaw him;bur 
_ _ of when they heard of his doings,all men ſtood in feare of him, fo far toorth, that 
te "1; they hardly belecucd him to beficke. Ourofthe realme hs had men in all pla- 
erearſeo7 = ceg,s For example in England, he had ſome to feed King Edward ill with hope 
res 6 wg, ot his daughters marriage,and he paid truly both him & his ſeruants al thar was 
/0und)name due vnato them, Out of Spaine he receiued goody words and faite promiſes of 
a perfet friend(hip and amity,and great preſents from all places: hemadea good 
in Latio 4ies barke ora good muleto be bou ght for him whatſoever it cofl;burthis hee did 
in Durch Ei got in this realme, but in ſome ſtrange country to perſwade men that he was in 
rs np, health, Dogges he ſent for round abour, into Spaine for a kind of Spaniſh grey” 
whichisnot houndgcalled in French Allans ; into Britaine tor little beagles, greyhounds, & 
tureirom  {Paniels, which he paid deare for; into Valencetor little rugged dogs which hee 
yen, The Madeto be boughraboue the owners owne price: into Sicily heeſent for good 
Moſcouites mules, efpecially to ſome officer ofthe country, for the which he _—_ double 
"MH 7 the valuc;to Naples for borlſes,and for diuers ſtrange beaſts into diuers Coun- 
> This beaſt tries.a8 into Barbary for a kind of little lions,no greater then little foxes, which 
_ RO he called Adites,into Denmarke and Sweden for two kind of ſtrange beaſts,one 
ſound:n Lap. of tht which we called Heiles*, being of ſhape like a Hart, and of the greatnesof 
ponia er Lap* a buffe, with hornes ſhort and thicke; the other Rengiers * being of the bigneſſe 
Peg and colour of a boucke, ſave that their hornes be much greater; for each of the 
Sweden. The which two beaſts he gaue to the merchants that ſolde them 4 500.guildons, But 
1 wang when all theſe ſtrange things were brought him he made no account of them, 
he writzthin no,very ſeldom fpake with thoſe that broght them. T o be ſhort, hedid ſo many 
the fame place ſych like ſtrangethings that be was more feared now both of his neighboursand 
- Cebale ſubie&s chan euer before, which was his only delire,for to that end did heal this. 


fol. 950. I he 
ns Gaith Geſ»er,n+me it Rongifer®ss the Germaines Rin (and Rcinen, ſaith Munſter) Reiner, Rninger, Reinſchieren, the French 


men K -ngier ,(asis here named)or Renglicy, 


Chay.g. How the marriage betweene the Daulphin and the Lady Magaret of 
Flaunders was concluded, and how ſhee was brought 
into France : whereupon Edward King 
of England died for ſorrow. 


dV: toreturneto the principall matter, namely the perfe&t 
concluſion ofthis our hiſtory of K. Lews, and of his affairs 
of al thoſe great Princes that liued in his time:we muſt ſhew 
how the treaty of marriage was concluded betweene the 
[King that now is, then Daulphin, and the daughter ofthe 
Duke and Ducheſle of Auſtrich, by meanes of the Citizens 
k of Gaunt, to the King of Englands great griefe who then 

| well perceined the hopeto bee fruſtrate, which hee had 
conceied ofrhe aaviagelareeme his daughter & the ſaid Daulphin now K.of 


France : which he and the Queen his wife had fo greatly deſired,that they wold 
| neuer 
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never credit any manthar aduertiſed them tothe contrarie, werehe an Engli(h 
man or {tranger. For the Councell of England had debated this matter with 
him, at the ſame timerharthe King conquered that part of Picardie that ioinerth 
ro Calice, alleaging, that after he had ſubducd that, hee mightealily attempt to 
rake Calice and Guiſnes. The like was allo'told him, by the ambaſſadors reſi- 
dent in England for the Duke and Ducheſle of Auſtriche, and by the Britons, 
and diuers others : but he beleeued no whit ofallthis , which incredulity turned 
much to his preiudice. Notwithſtanding I ſuppole, it proceeded rather of coue- 
touſnes than ignorance: for he teared the lofle ofthe hfry thouſand crownes the 
King paid him : belides that, he was loath to leaue his caſe and pleaſures, where- 
unto he was marnellouſly addi&ed. Aboutthe concluſion of this marriage,an af 
ſembly was held at Halots in Flaunders, whereat the Duke of AuſtrichenowK. 
of Romans, was preſent, togither with certaine deputies for the three eſtates of 
Flaunders, Brabahr, and the other countries belonging to the ſaid D. & his chil- 
dren. The citizens of Gaunt did many things there contrary to the D. minde; 
for ſome they banithed,and ſome they remoued from abour his fon : in the end 
they told him how great defire they had to ſee this marriage accomplithed, ther- 
by to obtaine peace,& forced himto conſent therunto. The D. was very yoong, 
and accompanied with tew noble men : for all the ſubie&s of this houle of Bur- 
gundie ( very tew excepted, | meane of great perſonages, that could haue giuen 
him counſell or aide in theſe affaires) were, as you haue. heard, cither dead, or 
reuolted tothe King. As touching himſelte, he was come thither very (lenderly 
accompanied, and now hauing loſt his wite, being Lady ofthe Couuntry;hedurſt 
not giue them (o {tout language, as before he was accuſtomed. To bethort, the 
King being aduerrtiſed of all theſe aftions by Monſeur de Cordes, reioyced much 
thereat, and a day was appointed when this Lady thould be brought ro Heſdin « 
Now long betore the concluſion of this mariage,to wit,in the: yeere 1481. the 
towne of Ayre was yeelded for a ſum ofmony to Monſeur de Cordes,by the Lord 
of Croy of the countrie of Artois, who held it for the Duke of Auftrich, and the 
Lord of Beures his captaine. The towne is very ftrong, ſituate in the country of 
Artois, and the deliuerie thereof increaſed the Flemmings delire to further this 
marriage, becauſe itftandeth vpon the very entrance into Flanders. For not- 
withſtanding that they wiſhed the weakening of their Prince , yet werethey 
not willing to haue the King {o neerea neighbor to their frontiers. After theſe 
matters aboue mentioned werefully concluded , and ambaſſadors came to the 
King out of Flaunders and Brabant, but all depended vpon them of Gaunt; both 
becauſe oftheir force, becauſe thechildren were in their hands, and for that they 
werealwaies the ringleaders of all tumults. There came alſo trom the King of 
Romanesfor the pacifying of his dominions certaine Knights , yoong men like 
himſelfe, and of (mallexperience, whoſe names were Maſter /ohn de Bergnes and 
Maſter Baudouin de Launoy, and certaine Secretaries. The King was | nr 
maruellous low with (ickenes, ſothat hardly he ſuffered himſelfe to be ſeene,and 
made great difficultie to ſweare the treatie, becauſe he was loath tocome abrode 
in ſight: notwithſtanding inthe end he ſware it. It was-very aduantagiousfor 
him; for inall aſſemblies that had beene held heeretofore about this marriage, 
hee neuer requiredbut the. countic of Artois! or Burgundie, one ofthe two : 
but now thel.ords of Gaunt ( as hee termed them) caſed them both to bee 
yeelded vnto him, togither with the counties of Maſconois Charolois,& Auxer- 
rois; yeaand if it had lienin them, to haue'/pur into his handes, Hainault and 
Namur, andall the ſeniories of this houſe of Burgundie, being of the French 
| : Ty language, 
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knguage, they would willingly baue doneit, thereby to aftecble their Prince, 
The King our Maſter being a wiſe Prince vnderſtood well, that no account was 
to be made of Flaunders, nor the Earle thereof, without hee had the countrie of 
Artois, which lying berweenethe King of Fraunce and the Flemmings, is as ig 
werea bridle tothem. For in thecountrie of Artois are leuied very good foldi- 
ers, to ſconrge the Flemmings when they play the fooles. Wheretore by taking 
away from the Earle of Flaundersthe countric of Artois, he left him the poorel 
Prince in the world, and withoutall obedienceof bis ſubictts, ſaue onely at the 
pleaſureofthem of Gaunt. After thisambaſlage was returned home, the ſaide 
Lady was led to Hedin, and deliuered into the hands of Monſeur de Cordes in the 
yeere 1 483, She was conucied thither by the Lady of Rauaſtain, baſtard daugh- 
ter to Duke Philip of Burgundie, and was receiued there by the D. and Ducheſſe 
of Bourbon thar now are, and by the Lord of Albert, and diners others ſent thi- 
ther by the King ; wholed herto Amboiſe where the Daulphin lay. Ifthe Duke 
of Auftriche could hanereſcued her beforeſhe was paſſed gut of his dominians 
from them that conucied her , hee would willingly hauedone it : bur they of 
Gaunt had ſenther wellaccompanied. And as touching the faid Duke, all his 
ſubieQs began to diſobey him, ſofar foorth thata great number tooke part with 
them of Gaunt, becauſe they had his fonne intheir hands, and remooued from 
him, and placed about him fuch as pleaſed them: and among the reſt that were 
reſident at Gaunt, was the Lord of Rauaſtain brother to the Duke of Cleues, 
principall governor ofthe ſaid yoong infant called Duke Philjp, who is yer liuing 
and like to bea great Prince, if God ſpare him life. VVhoſoeuer reioiced at this 
marriage, the King of England was highly diſpleaſed therewith ; for he accoun- 
red it great reproch and diſhonor tobe thus deluded,and feared both the loſle of 
the penſion the King paid him, which the Engliſh men called tribute zand alſo 
that the contempt hereof would ſtirre his ſubieRs to rebellion againtt him, be- 
cauſe he would giue no eare to good aduice. Further, he ſaw the King with great 
force neereto his dominions : for the which cauſes hee conceived ſuch inward 
gricfe when he heard theſe newes, that ſoone after he ended his life, ſome fay ofa 
catarrhe. But whatſocuer his diſcaſe were, the report goetb,that the ſorrow con» 
ceiued of this marriage cauſed the difeaſe, whereof hee: died foone after in the 
moneth of Aprill, anno 1483. It is afoule fault inaPrimee, ro:truſt more to his 
owne braine, then. to. the aduice of a great number : for it.cauſeth oftentimes 
both greatſorrow, andalſo lofle irrecouerable. 

Immediately after King Edwerds death, the King our Maſter was advertiſed 
thereof, and ſeemed nothing ioyfull ofthe Newes: but ſoone after received let: 
ters from tyeD. of Glocefter, who had vſurped the crowne of England ( {igning 
his letters by the name of Richard, ) & cruelly murthered the K. his brothers two 
children. This King Richard ſoughtrhe Kings friendſhip, and was deſirous, as I 
_—_ to haue this pen (jon paid alſo vnto him. But rhe King would make no 
anſwereto his letters, neither giue hjs meflenger audience, but efteemed him 2 
wicked and cruelttyrant; For after K. Edards death, thefaid D. cf Gloceſter 
haddone homage to his nephew as to his ſoueraigne Lord 'and King, and yetim- 
mediately thereupon committed this murther ;.and cauſed in open parlament 
the ſaid King Edwardsrwo daughters to beedegraded and proclaimed baſtards, 
vnder colour of acertaine matter which: hee proved bythe teftimonic ofthe Bis 
thop of Bath, who ſometime liad been in great credit with K- Edward, burafter- 
wardfel into his diſgrace,& was laid:in priſon, & made to finefor his deliverance. 
This Biſhopaffirmed thar K, Edvard being inloue with a certaine gentlewoman 
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in England (whom he named) promiſed hir mariage to haue his pleaſure of hir, 
which promulc he {aid was made in; his preſence, and thereupon the King lay 
with hir, minding only to abuſe hir. Such paſtimes are very dangerous, eſpec- 
ally when ſuch proote may be brought forth : But I hawe knowne many a cour- 
ticr that would not haue loſt a good aduenture that liked him in ſuch a caſe for 
want of promiſe. This wicked Biſhop buried reuenge in his heart the ſpace of 
rwenty yeeres. But God plagued him for his wickedneſle : for he had a ſonne 
whom he loucd entirely, and whom King Richard fo much fauoured, thathe 
meant to giue him to wite one of theſe twodaughters,degraded from their dig- 
nitie , at this preſent Queene of England and mother ot two goodly children. 
The faid ſonne being in a {hip of warre by King Richard his Maiters commande- 
* ment, was taken vpon the coalt of Normandie., and becauſe of the contention 
that fell berween thoſethat tooke him , led to the court parlament of Paris, and 
there put in priſon in the petit Chaſtellet, where in the end he ſtarued for hunger 
and pouertic. As touching King Richard he lived not long vnpunilhed : for God ,,,, 
raiſed vp an enimie againit himar rha veryinftant being poore,hauing no right «+ «dmonihed 
to the crowne of England, as I ſuppoſe, and of nocſtimation,, favethat as rou- Y *fre. 
ching his owne perfon he was well conditioned , and had'endured-many trou- 
bles. For the greateſt = of his life he had been priſonerin Britaine to Duke 
Francis, who entertainedhim well fora prifoner from the eighteenth yeere of his 
e. This Earle of Richmond being furniſhed by the King with atmall ſurmme 
money, and threethouſand men leuied ini Normandie; of the vnthrifticſt 
ſons in the countrey, paſſed ouer into Wales : where. his father in law the 
Lond Stanley ret him with ſix and ewenty thoufand men atthe leaſt, and within 
three or fower daies after heencountred this cruelt King &:chard, who was ſlaine 
in the fteld,and the Earle crowned King ,and raigneth yetat this day in England. 
Of this matter 1 haue made mention before, but it was notamiſle to rehearſe jt 
heere againe, to ſhew thereby how God hath plagued 'in-our time ſuch crueltie 
almoſt immediatly after the fault comitted. Divers other ſuch like puniſhments 
hath heſhewed alſo in this our age,ifa man would ftand to rehearſe them all. 


Chap. ro. How the King behaned himſelfe towards his neighbors and [ubietFs daring 
” the time wed fiekneſſe , and how dmers things were ſent bins from diners 
places' for the recouerie of bis health. 


His mariage of Flaunders ſo much deſired by the King was 
x. thus accompliſhed, as you hauc heard ,, by meaneswhereot 
a hee had the Flemmings. at his commandement. Britaine 
which he ſo much hated was in peacewith him, bur lived in 
© continuall jeloulie becauſe of the great number of ſoldiers 
+} he had in. garriſon. vpon their frontiers. Spaine was quiet, 
Fer=*e and the K mg and Queenetherofdeſired nothing more than 

his amitieand friend{bip: ' for he kept thera in continuall feare and charge, be- 
cauſe of rhe eomnttey of Roufllon which be Panonnegy ___ = 

, beingengagedrotimby fohn:King. of Arragon:, father to the King © 

Caltil ww Jy TI ATT Air and . As touching 
the Princes and: Senjories of ratie;) they defiredto:haue him their friend, and 
wereinletgue with- hits .and fenvoken their ambaſſadors to him. In Almaine 
head the Swillersas obedient ro himas his owne fbiedts. The Kings of Scot- 


land and Portugale were.his confederames:: part of the realme of. —_—_ 
JO: *. _ 
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wholy at his deuotion : his ſubiets trembled before him , and his commande- 
ments were executed incontinent without delay or excuſe. As touching thoſe 
rhings that wererhought neceſlaric for his health , they were ſent him our of all 
parts of the world. Pope Sixtusthat laſt died , being informed that the King of 
deuotion deſired to haue the corporall vpon the which Saint Feter ſong maile, 
ſent ic him incontinent, with diuers other relickes, which were conucicd backe 
againeto Rome. The holy viole which is at Reims and had neuer been remoo- 
ued thence, was brought into his chamber to Plefhs,and ſtood vpon his cupbord 
at the hower of his death : he was determined to be annointed therewith as at 
his coronation. But many ſuppoſed that he would haue annointedall his body 
with it, which is vnlikely, tor the faid holy viole is very ſmall, and containeth nor 
much ole. 1 ſaw it both at the time Inow ſpeake of, and alſo when the King was 
buried at Noftre-dame-de-Clery, The Turkethat now raigneth fent an ambaſ- 
x It was Reims fador to him, who came as far as Rhiue in Prouence * : but the King would not 
- the Erenc®, heare his meſſage,ncither permit him to paſſe any further. The ſaid ambaſſador 
Cuteally brought him a great role of relicks remaining yerat Conſtantinople in the Turks 
wasfalſe:the hands, all the whuch he offered him together witha great ſumme of money, if 
ny be would keep in fafe cuſtodie the faid Turks brother, who was then in thisrealm 
others Kzrs: 1 the hands ofthe knights of rhe Rhodes, and is now.at, Rome in the Popes kee- 
the Italian ping. By all this aboue rchearſed a man may perceiuehow great the King our 
; Maſters wiſdome and authoritie was, how he was eſteemed through the world, 
. King Lew; and how all things * as well ſpirituall of deuotion and religion ; as alſo remporall, 
dranke chul- were imployed for the prolonging of his life. Burt all would not helpe,there was 
« qu 4" . no remedie, needs muſt he goe the way his predeceſſors went before him, one 
healch.Goguin, great grace God ſhewed him, that as he created him wiſer, liberaller, and more 
vertuous inall things than the Princes that raigned in his time, being his enimies 
and neighbors z and as he ſurmounted them inall good things : fo did healſo 
paſſe them in long life though not much. For Duke Charles of Burgundie, the 
Ducheſle his daughter, King Edward, Duke Galeas of Milan, King pl of Arra- 
gon, wereall dead a few yeeres before him : but berween the death of the faid 
Ducheſſe of Auſtrich, of King Edward,and of him, there was no ſpace to ſpeake 
of. In all theſe Princes there was both good andeuill, for they wereall men; but 
to ſpeake vprightly , there were in him many mo vertues and ornaments apper- 
taining to the office of a King, thaninany of the reft. I haue ſeen them in man- 


nerall,and knew what was in them,and therefore ſpeake not at randon. 


Chap. 11. How King Lewis the X1. ranſed Charles the Danlphin his ſonne to come to 


him little before his death, and of the commandements and precepts he gane | 


both him and certaine other<s. 


FN this yecre 1483. the King deſired to ſee the Daulphin his 
ſonne, whom he had nor ſeen of long time ; for he kept 
him cloſe and permitted no man to come to him,both be- 


x Others 
write that he 
was 16, yeeres WE 
olde: this war YYrot 
was an. 1439. = 


& King Lewis 

” P_ cauſe of the childes health, and alſo for feare left he ſhould 
fochot hens be taken fromthe place where he remained,and vnder co- 
. [Seay olde lour of him ſome rebellionariſe in the realme. For ſo had 
| nn WE | certaine noble men in times paſt by meanes of himſelfe 


gan, and ſo Lk made an aſſembly againſt King Charks the ſeuenth his fa- 
vndoubredly ther, he beingthen bur elcuen yeeres of age * : which war was called 4 Praguerie, 


it ſhould bc K . , 
read heere, but it ſoon ended, for it was rather a broile of court than a war. : 
E | Aboue 
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Aboue all things he recommended vnto his ſaid fonne the Daulphin certaine of 
his ſcruants, and commanded him expreſly notrs change cerraine officers : re- 
hearſing ro him how afrer King Churtes his fathers trarh,he comming co the ſtate 
put our of office all the valiant and worchy knights ofthis reatme chat had ſcrued 
his father in the conqueſt of Normandy and Guienne,in chaſing the Engliſh men 
out of France, and reſtoring the Realme ro peare and quierneſle, (tor himſelfe 
found it borh quict and rich : ) which his hard dealing wirh the ſaid Knights, tur. 
ned grearlyto his preiudice, far thereof ſprang the war called thewe a i & y v3- 
LIKE it this Rtorie aboue mentioned, which had almoſt ſet him beſides his 
crowne. Soone after his communication with the Daulphin his ſonne, and the 


, accompliſhinenc of rhis mariage aboue mentioned; he fell ypon a monday into 


the diſeaſe whereof he died : his ſickeneſle endured till the Saturday after bei 

the 30. of Auguſt, inthe yeere 1483. And becauſe Iwaspreſent at his death , 

minde to ſpeake fornwhat thereof. When this diſeaſe rooke him he loſt his fpeech 
as heretofore he had done, which being recovered he fele his body weaker then 
euer it was, notwithſtanding that he were ſo low brought befure, thac hee could 
hardly lift his hand to his mouth, and looked ſo poorely and miſerably, that ic pit» 
tied euery mans heart that ſaw him 3 he accounted himſelfe now as dead. Where« 
fore he ſent them incontinent tor the Lord of Beauten now Duke of Bourbon his 
ſonne in law, commanding him to goe to Amboiſetothe King his ſonne, (for ſa 
he rermed him: )he des alſo vnto him diuers of his ſeruants, and gaue 
him the whole charge and gouernment of the young King, and mantel EX 
preſly that certaine whom he named (hould not come neere his ſonne, alleaging 
divers good reaſons one that behalfe. And if theſaid Lord of Beauicu had obſer- 
ued his commandements, at the leaſt, part of them (for ſome were vureaſonable 
& not to be obſerued ) Ithinke he ſhouldthereby haue benefited both the realne 
and himſelfe, conſidering what hath happened lince in France. Soone after hee 
ſent alſo the Chancellor, and all the officers ofthe law to the ſaid King his ſonne, 
and in like mannerparrt of the archers of his guard, and his Capraines, and all his 
hawkes and hounds with all that appertained thereunto. Further, as many as 
cameto viſit him , he commanded to goe to Amboile to the King ( for ſo heeter- 
med him) deſiring them ro ferue him tairhfully, and by euery one of them hee 
ſent him ſome meſſage or other;bur eſpecially by Steven de Pers, who brought vp 


uanced to the bailiwick of Meaux, by the King our Maſter. His ſpeech neuer failed 
him after he recouered it, neither were his wits ſo freſh at any time as then: for 
heepurged continually, by meanes whereof all fumes voided that troubled his 

, .In all the time of his fickeneſſe he never complained as other men do when 
they feelepaine : at the leaſt my ſelfe am of that nature,and ſo have I knowne di+ 


uers others, and men ſay, thatcomplaining aſſivageth griefe. 


Chap. 18 
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Chap. 12. A compariſonbetweene the ſorrowes and troubles that King Lewis ſuf- 
ered, and thoſe he cauſed divers others to ſuffer : with a rehearſall of all 
that he did, and all that was dowe to bim, till bis death. 


>- &Z E diſcourſed continually of ſome matter or other, and that 
very graucly, and his diſcaſe endured from monday rill 
ſaturday night. Wherefore I will now make compariſon 
berweene the troubles and ſorrowes he cauſed others to 


SA Y ſuffer, and thoſe he ſuffered himlelte before his death, be- 


> cauſe Itruſtthey haue carried him into paradiſe,and beer 
Zo partof his purgatoric. For notwithſtanding that they 
; were not ſo grieuous, neither endured fo long, as thoſe 
which he cauſed diuers others to ſuffer : yet becauſe his vocation in this world 
was higher then theirs, by meanes whereof he had neuer been contraried,but ſo 
well obeyed chat he ſeemed a Prince able to haue gouerned all Europe: this litle 
troublethat he endured contrary to his accuſtomed nature, was to hima great 
torment. He hoped cuer in this good heremite that was at Plefſis, whom he cau- 
ſed to come to him out of Calabria, & continually ſent to him : ſaying, that if it 
pleaſed him he could prolong his life. For notwithſtanding all theſe comman- 
dements giuen to thoſe whom heſent tothe Daulphin his ſonne, yet came his 
ſpirits againeto him, inſuch ſort that he was in hope to recouer: and ifit had fo 
hapned, he would eaſily haue diſparkled the aſſembly ſent to this new king. But 
becauſe of the vaine hope he had in this heremite, a Door of diuinity and cer- 
eaine other thought good to aduertiſe him that his onely hope muſt bee in the 
mercy of God: and they deviſed that Mafter James Cothrer his Phiſition, in 
whom hc had repoſed his whole confidence,and to whom he gaue monthly ten 
thouſand crownes in hope he would prolong hislife : ſhould bee preſent when 
this ſpeech ſhould be vied to him. This was Maſter Olwer his barbers deuiſe, to 
the end he might wholly thinke vpon his conſcience,and leaue all his other ima- 
ginations conceiued of this holy man, and ofthe ſaid Mafter James his Phiſition. 
'But euen like as he had aduanced the faid Maſter 0/zzerand others too ſuddenly, 
without any deſert, toa higher eſtatethen was fit for them : euen ſo they wok 
vpon them boldly todo ſucha meſſageto fo great a Prince otherwiſe then be- 
camethem, not viing that reuerence and humility that was to be vſed in ſuch a 
caſe and ſuchas they ſhould haue vied, whom he had brought vp of a long ime, 
and lately commanded out of his preſence for the ſuſpicions conceiued of them. 
And againe, like as vnto two great perſonages whom he had put to death in his 
- time, (to wit, the Duke of Nemours, and the Earle of Saint Paule : for one of the 
which he repented him at his death, and for the other not; ) he had ſent aſharpe 
meſſage of death by Commilhoners appointed thereunto ; who briefly pro- 
nounced their ſentence vnto them, and forthwith gaue them confefſors,and but 
a very ſhort ſpace to diſpoſe of their conſciences: even ſothe aboue named'ſig- 
nified hisdeath vnto him rudely and in few words, faying ; Sir itis reaſon wee 
do our dutics, hopenomore in this holy man, nor any other thing, for ſure you 
are but dead : therefore thinke. ypon your conſcience, for your houre is come, 
and euery one ofthem ſaid ſomewhat briefly ro him ro that effet. But hee an- 
ſwered, | truſt God will helpe me, and peraduenrue Iam not fo (icke as you ſup- 
ofe. What a ſharpe coroſife was it to him to hearetheſe newes and this cruell 
ſentence? for neuer man feared death morethen he, nor ſought ſo many waies 
to 
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to2noid 1725 hedid, Moreover, inall his life time he had ginen commandement 


| roull tis fernants, a5 well my felte as others, that when we ſhould ſee him in dan- 


ger of Ccuth, we ihould onely moue him to confefſe himſelfe and diſpoſe of his 
conſcience,not fonnding in his earethis dreadfull word Death, knowing that he 
ſhould rot veable patiently to heare that cruell ſentence: notwithſtanding he 
endured both that and divers other puniſhments till the very houre of death 
more patientiy then euer I ſaw any man. To his ſonne whom hecalled King,he 
knemany reſlages and confeſſed himſelfe very deuourly, and aid diners pray- 
ersanſwerabletothe Sacraments he receiued, which alſo himſelfe demanded. 
He ſpake as hartily as if he had not been licke, and talked of all matters rouching 
the King his ſonnes eſtate ; and among other things gaue commandement thar 
the Lord of Cordes [hould not deparr from his Naks by the ſpace of halfe a 
yeareafrer his death:and further,that he ſhould beintreated toattemprt nothin 
againſt Calice, nor elſewhere ſaying,that notwithſtanding he had deuiſed theſe 
encerpriſes for the Kings profit, and the benefit of the Realme : yer were they 
very dangerous, eſpecially that of Callice, for teare of moving the Engliſhmen 
thereby to warre. Further, he willed eſpecially that after his death the Realme 
ſhould reſt in peace the ſpace of fiueor {1x yeres, a matter which he would neuer 
yeeld vnto during his life, though very needfull : for notwithſtanding it were 
greatand large, yet was it in poore and miſerable eſtate,eſpecially becauſe of the 
pathng roand fro of the men of armes, who continually remooued from one 
country to another. He gaue order alſorhat no quarrell ſhould be picked in Bri- 
taine but that Duke Francis ſhould be ſuffered tolive in quiet, and not bepur in 
any doubt or feare of war,neither yet any other neighbour bordering vponthe 
realme, to the end the King and the realme might reſt in peace rillthe King were 
of yeares to diſpoſe thereofat his owne pleaſure. 

Thus youſce how vndiſcreetly his death was {ignified to him, which I hane 
rehearſed becauſe I began to make a compariſon between thoſe cuils which he 
had cauſed diuers of his ſubie&s to ſuffer, and thoſe himſelfe ſuffered before his 
death,to the end you may perceiuethat notwithſtanding they were not ſogree- 
uous, nor ſo long (as I haue aid :) yet were they greeuous to him conſidering 
his nature, which demanded obedience, and had 2s better obeied then any 
Prince in his time ; ſo that one halfe word contrarying his minde was to him a 
greeuous puniſhment. Fiue or (ix daies before his death he had all men in ſuſpi- 
cion, eſpecially all that were worthy of credit and authority, yea, hee grew ieca- 
lous of his owne ſonne, and cauſed him to be ſtraightly guarded, neither did any 
man ſee him or ſpeake with him but by his commandement: at the length he be- 
gan to ſtand in doubr allo of his daughter, and of his ſonnein law now Duke of 
Bourbon,and would nceds know what men entred into Plefſis with them, and 
in the end brake off an aſſembly that the Duke of Bourbon his ſonne in law held 
thereby his commandement. Moreouer, at the ſame time that his ſaid ſonne in 
law and the Earle of Dunois(returning from the conuoy of the ambaſlage thar 
cameto Amboiſe to the mariage ofthe King his ſonne and the Queene) entred 
into the caſtle of Plefhs, witha great band of men : the King who cauſed the 
gates to be ſtaightly kept, being in the gallery that looketh intothe court of the 
ſaid caſtle; cauſed one ofthe caprtaines ofhis gaurd to come to him, whom they 


.commandcd to feele as he talked with the ſaid noble mens ſeruants whetherthey 


wareany brigandines vnder their cloakes, not making ſhewas though he came 
purpoſely for that intent. hereby you may perceive if he cauſed diuers others 


to liue in feare and ſuſpition vnder him: whether he were paid now with the = 
m 


216 THE SIXTH BQOKE OF 


himſelfe ; for of whom could he be aſſured, miſtruſting his ſonne, his daughter, 
and his ſonne in law? Wherefore thus much I will ſay not onely of him, but of 
all other Princesthar deſire to be feared : that they never feclethe reuenge there- 
oftill their age, and then their penance is to feare all men. What great griefe 
thinke you was it to this poore King to be troubled with theſe paſhons ? He had 
a Philition called Maſter James Cothier, to whom he gaue in five months 5 4000, 
crownes after the rate of 10000. the month, and 4000- ouer, belides the Bi- 
ſhopricke of Amiens for bis nephew,and other offices and Lands for him and his 
friends. The ſaid Philition vſed him ſo roughly, thata man would not giue his 
ſeruant ſo ſharpe language as he gauethe Kingzand yet the King ſo much feared 
him, that he durſt nor command him out of his preſence : for notwithſtanding 
that he complained to divers of him, yet durſt he not change him as he did all 
his other ſcruants, becauſethis Philition once ſaid thus boldly to him; I know 
that one day you will command me away as you doeall your other ſeruant, but 
you ſhall not live eight daies after, binding it with a great oath. Which words 
putthe King in ſuch feare,that euer after he flattered him,and beſtowed gifts vp- 
on him, which was a maruellous purgatory to him in this world, conlidering of 
how many noble men and gentlemen he had beenobcied. 

Moreoner, he had cauſed diuers cruel priſons to be made ; as for example, ca- 
ges being cight foot ſquare,and one foot morethen a mans heighr,ſome of iron, 
and ſome of wood,plated with iron both within and without with horrible iron 
workes. He that firit deuiſed them was the Biſhop of Verdun, who incontinent 
was himſelfe put intothe firſt that was made, where hee remained fourteene 

ceeres. Many haue curſed him for his deuiſe, and among others my lelfe, for [ 
he in oneof them vnder theKing that now raigneth the ſpace of eight months. 
He hadallſo cauſed certaine Almains to make terrible heauy irons tolay men in, 
among the which there was a fetter to put on their feet very hard to be opened 
like to a carquan,with a weighty chaine,and a great iron ball at the end thereof, 
heauy beyond all meaſure, Theſe irons were called the Kings nets. Notwith- 
handing I haue ſcene divers gentlemenlie in them as priſoners, who came forth 
afterward with great honour, and wereaduanced by him to high eſtate: as for 
example, a ſonne ofthe Lord of Grutuze in Flanders, taken priſoner inthe wars, 
whom theKing afterward richly maried, and made one of his Chamber, and 
Seneſchal of Aniou, and gaue him charge of a hundred launces ; and in like 
manner the Lord of Piennesandthe Lord of Vergy takenpriſoners alſo in the 
wars, who both had charge of men ofarmes vnderthe King and other goodly 
offices, and were of the priuy chamber either to him or his ſonne. The like hap- 
ned alſo to the Lord of Richbourg the Conſtables brother, and to one Roqueber- 
tin of the countrey of Cathelony, being likewiſe taken priſoners in the warres, 
whom he afterward highly aduanced with divers others of diners countries too 
long to rehearſe. But now to returneto the matter. As in his time theſe divers 
and ſundry cruell priſons were deuiled : cuen ſo he before his death lay in the 
like, yea in much crueller priſon then any of them, and was in greater feare then 
they that ſtood in feare of him,which I account as a great grace towards him, & 
as part of his pron rehearſe it onely to ſhew that euery man of whar 
eftate or condition ſoeuer he be, is puniſhed either ſecretly or openly, eſpecially, 
thoſe that puniſh others. Further, the King alittle before his death incloſed his 
caſtle of Plefſis with a grate of [ron barres, and at the foure corners of the ſaid 
caſtell cauſed foure ſtrong watch houſes of iron to be built. The ſaid grate was 
made direQly ouer againſt the caſtle wa)l round about the caſtell on the Yr w 
| hs FI 
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fide ofthe ditch; which was very ſteepe; Hecauſedalfoto bee mined into'the 
wall a great namber of iron ſpeares, each of them having diuers heads fet cloſe 
together. Moteouer, he appointed ten crofſe bow men to be continual yinthe 
fayd ditches, 4dnd-tolic in the'fower fron houles built inthe bortorhe of the ſaid 
dirches, and gate them commandementto lhooreat every man that a pproched 
neere fo the gate, before thegate opened. He knew well that this fortification was 
to no purpoſe.againſta great force or an army,but that he doubted not:his only 
fare was,that tertaine noble men of his realme having inteVigente in the caltell, 
would attempt toenter into-it in the night, partly by love and partly by force, 
and take the gouernement vpon them, and make himliue as a man bereft of his" 
wits, and vnworthy to rule. The caltell gate never opened before eight of the 
docke jn the morning, neither was the drawe bridge leedownetill that hower, 
and then entred'his officers, and the captaines of the guarde placed the ordinary 
warders, andappoynted archers tothe watch bothatthe-gate and within the 
court, a4 ifit had beene a frontire rowne ſtraight] y kept : neirher encred any man 
wirhoutrhe Kings commandem:nt bur by the wicker, ſaue the Stewards of his 
houſe, and ſuch like officers that went notto him. Is it poſſiblethen to bold a 
King (I meane vſing him likea Prince) in a (traiter priſon than he held himſelfe ? 
The cages wherein he held others were about eight toot ſquare, and hee becing 
ſo great a Prince had bur a little court inthe caſtell co walke in.- yea, and ſeldome 
eame he into that: tor vſually he kept himſelte in the gallery, from whence he ne- 
ner ſtirred but when hee wentto maſke, at which time hee paſſed through rhe 
chambers, and not through the Court, Thinke youthat he was not in feare as 
well as others, ſeeing he locked himſelte in after this ſort, kept himſelfe thus clole, 
ſtood in ſuch feare othis children andneereſt.kinſinen, and changed and remoa- 
ued his ſeruants from day to day, wliom hee had brought vp and-whoſe good 
eſtate depended wholly vpon him, im uch ſort thathedurſt truſtnone of them, 
bur bound himſeife in theſe ſtrange. chaiges. and-bands ? Theplace 1 conkeſle 
was largerthan a common priſon, ſo was ffis eſtategreater thena commoan'pri- 
ſoners. But a man will ſay peraduenture, thit other Princes haue/beene more ſu- 
ſpicious than he,whernnco I agree: but hone ſure in our time, neither any ſo-wile 
as he, nor thathad ſo gogd lubiets as hehad:& as touching them,peraduenture 
they were cruell tyrants, but he never pafiitheJ any without deſert. All this a- 
boue written I haue rehearſed; not ſo much to-publiththe ſuſpicions ofche King 
our Maſter: aspartly to proouetharFhe patient enduring ofthele paſhons,being 
equall wich thoſe he had cauſed others to endure zand of his licknes being (harp 
and troubleſome to him, and the which hee feared grently before he tellinto it; 
is ro bee accounted asa punilhmene God gaue him in this world, to eale him in 
the world to come, and partly to giueanexample ra thoſe that (hall come. acer 
him, to haue ſome more compalſion on their people than he bad, and to be leſle 
rigorous in puniſhing than he was. Notwirh(tanding for my patt lam notable 
toaccuſe him neither ſaw Teuera better Princeztor though himſelfe preſled his 
ſubieRts, ye- woulg he ſuffer none other ſo to do, friend or toe, | 

Afﬀeer all theſe feares,forrowes and ſuſpicions, God (according to his accuſtg- 
med goodnes) wroughta miracle vpon him ; healing him both in ſaule & bady ? 
for he tooke him out ofthis miſerable world, being perfe&t of ſenſe, vnderſtan- 
ding and memory, hauing receiued all his ſacraments without all griete to 
mans iudgement,and talking continually even within a Pater noſter while of his 
death;ſo thar he gaue order for his funerall,and named thoſethar ſhould acgom- 


pany his body to the graue : ſayingeuer, that hee truſted to die 0n no _ bur 
I 44'41) ; V atur- 
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ſaturday ,and that our Lady, in whom he had euerputhis confidence, and alwaſes 
denoutly ſcrued, had purchaſed him this grace,& ſure ſoit happenedtfor he ended 
his life vpon ſaturday.the 30. of Auguſtin the yeere 1483. at eight of the clocke ar 
nighc, intheſayd caſtell ofPleſſis, where hee fell ſicke the monday betore. ;His 
ſoulc, I rruft, is with God, and reſteth in his bleſſed realme of Paradiſe. , 


Chap. 13, Adiſcomrſe pon the miſcrie of mans life, by the examples of thoſe Princes 
| | that lined in the amhors time, and firſt of King Lewis. Je - 


d 34, Mall truſt ought meane andpoore men torepoſe in worldly 
a wealth and honour, ſeeing this mighty King, atter ſo long 
trouble and traucll for the obtaining of them, forlooke them 


all, and could norprolong his life one hower for all thathee 
could do. I knew him and ſerued him in the flower of his age 
and in his great proſperity, yet neuer ſaw I him free from 
toile of body and trouble of minde. 'Aboue all paſtimes hee 
| loucd hunting & hauking in their ſeaſons, hunting eſpecially, 
As touching women, he wasfree trom that vice all the time that Iſerucd him : for 
alittle before my comming to him, he loſt one of his ſormes, whoſe death he took 
very heauily; and ſoone after made a ſolemne vow to God in my preſence, neuer 


to accompany with women burrhe Queene his wife. Whercunto notwithſtan- | 


ding that he were bound by the lawes of marriage; yet wasit much that hee had 
ſuch ſtay of himlelfe, eſpecially the Queene being none of thoſe in whoſe beauty 
a man could take great delight, but orherwiſe a very vertuous Lady. Inthis pa- 
ſtime of hunting he took almoſt asmuchpaine as pleaſure;for the toile was great, 
becauſe he ranne the Harttodeath by force. Beſides that, he aroſe very carely in 
the morning and oftentimes went far; neither could any weather make bim leaue 
his ſport. Sometime alſo he returned very weary and in amanner euer diſpleaſed 
with one or other - for this game is not alwaycs made as they wiſh that haue the 
, ordering thereof ; norwithſtanding in all mens opinions, hee for his part vnder- 
ſtood it better than any man in his time. In this paſtime hee exerciſed himſelfe 
continually, lodging abour in the villages till warres began. For almoſt euerie 
ſummer thcre was ſomewhat to doc berweene Duke Charles of Burgundy and 
him : but when winter approched they vſedfio make truce. He had great warres 
alſo for the county of Rouſſillon wich King John of Arragon , the King of 
Spaines father that now liuech. For notwithſtandiug that they were very poore, 
and in war with their ſubic&s, namely them of Barſclonne and others, and that 
a theſonne were of no force : ( for hee expeted rhe inheritance of King * Fredericke 
cane Of Caſtile his wiues brother, which afterward fell to him) yet becauſe they had 
any hiſtory, -the hearts of the ſubicRs, of the ſayd county of Roufhlion, they made great re- 
his Fredri fift ance againſt him , which coſt the King and his realmefull deere : for many a 


fl.ould be Hen ; ; | n h 
ry,and/o2p- good man dicd and was (lainethere, and infinite treaſure was conſumed in thoſe 


pearethbyour yyars; fot they endured long. 


thour him. R X A 
ſelte lib.s. Thus you ſee that the pleaſure the King had was but one ſmall time in the 


cap.7.&cip. yeere, and that ioyned with great toile and trauell of his perſon £ when his body 

_ inBi. Was atreſt, his minde was occupied, for he had ro doe in many places, and buſted 

raine,Savoy, himſelfe as much with his neighbors affairs, as with his own,ſceking to plagemen 

and Prouince jq their houſes®, and to beſtow the offices therein at his pleaſure. When he was in 

vnder King . R : . 

Rome, war he deſired peace or truce, which notwithſtanding when he had obtained, => 
| py ML _ SUES cout 
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could notlongiway with, 'Hemedled with mariy Ming macters in hisredline,) 
whictihe mightiell have pred duet | buEſich wavhis diſpoſicion-& liR/Arid 
tolay'thext oh hivmemark was (oexcelienithet he forgar borhing;, burkridw! 
allrtic world; ill countries, and dll ten of. eftiviurion Hound about him ip fo thar 
he ſhomied a: Prince wortttiertd/towdrh the Whotke worldthan on fealrne xlone; 
Of hicyouthIam/abletofaymorkingyfyr lwas not with himarchartimeznors' 
withftgndingwhar [ haueiheatd;theb Dwill reporter Being bur elettervyreres of 
agohe was buticd by cerraieyPribeesanSUthet ofthorealing)//iralwgragainitK, 
Charle) his arhearycalled lof hid enduredocriong. Andwhen hewas .. . | 
growericomans.eftateematied ihe Ring of Seotlandy danghier 3; and during 'Ochorbimire. 
hirlif6neuer oped with bir *d aftey hirldeathi becauſe of thefadtionsandaroue jrvowesn! 
blegrhurwott inche Kingſhisfacherv court; hereriredinco hisowne countity of oldcnhinbe 
tn, Er ANT grearmygaber of -gefielemet?3ceompanied him ; yea matiy — 
md than'he wad able. ro mabomines/ While bewwrin Daulphinche marietrhe fcycer 294 
ÞD. of Sandiesdaughrer ; ampioon kfitrfell ar vatiance with his fathercin tal; fo andthe See: 
char (harp wat aroſe berwennathern?. KoUihales Glbghei ſon fo wellaccompini- _____ 
< with genclenicn and menrofiurmes! deteeminedto goaganſt him in ON name was 
with.great fortq)and eo dhaſehim'our ofthe country by ſttorig hand: wherfore 2-120 the 
he OY 2071 66 wayy andendeuctedro withdraw hisfonnesmetfrom The 
him;.commatriding chem4s hisfubiets wnder paine-of his diſpleaſureto repaire cond King of 
vmo him. 'Wherumco diversobeyed, tothe Kingour Maſters greargriefes who 5*0and:the 
ſeeing his farhers indignation againſt him | derermined ('norwithRanding that ome com. 
his force were grear):todepartrhence,'and leauethecountrey to his fathers difs plexion,and 
poſing Andinrhiseftaverrauclled hechroughBurgobdie witha ſmall trainero ,,,,, þreat, 

ke Philp, who-receiued Hin yery honorably ,' furniſhed bimwich money to:wheretore che 
maintaine his eſtare; and —_— y petifionsrs his principaltſernants,namety $08 one 
ro the Earle of Comminges; the L.ofMontaubay;and orhers,and beſtowed 
during his being'there diuezsdarge: gifts! vpon his other ſeruanrs. Notwithſtan» 
ding becauſe heentertainedfuch a'number, his mony failed 'often to his great 
griefe., ſo that he wasforcedto bocrow Tome where or other, otherwiſe his men 
would haue forſaken him which 'viidaubredly isagreat croubletoa Princevn- 
accuſtomed thereunto. Thus youſee that he was notwithourt vexation& anguiſh 
of mind during his abodeinthis houlggfBurgundie:tor he was forced ro-faune 
both vpon the Duke and his principallruanes, leaftthey ſhould waxe weary of 
him,for he was there a long time, to wit,theſpaceof fix yeers. Beſides rhar;his fa- 
ther ſent ambaſſadors continually rotheDukerequiring him either tb puthitn 7. 
foorth of his dominians or ſend him back ro him. 'Whertore'it isr0 be thonghr 
that he was notidle nor withootgreat vexation of mind. Allchieſe things confi- = 
dered:when may a manfſay that he liuedin joy &pleature}Surein mine opinion 
from his childhood till bisdeach he was in continual toile & trouble, ſotharitall 
his pleaſant & ioyfull daies were numbred;] chink rhey ſhould be found burfew: ax 
yealam _ perſwaded,that for one pleaſant there ſhauld be found ewemy:diſ. 
pleafant, He lived about 6r.yeergnetwithſtandingehar he had conceived a1iima- 
ination that he ſhould newter paſſe threeſcore,ſaying;that no-King of France 6f 

grime paſſed that age, ſome fay none ſirice Charles the great. Notwithſtanding 

theKing our Mafier when he-died was:well forward if the threefcore andone 


Yecre. , ' F.-C © +% ©3131 URD 1 [cs TO Vi, | 
' >DukeCherls of Burguidie what reſt or quiettes had: he morethan the King 
ourMaſfter? True it is that in his youth he was riottnuch troubled, tor heatremp- 
ted nothing till the two and twentith yeere of his age, but —OI—_— 
19-1,1 V 2 | 
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bealthand. at caſe; But then. he began to bulie hiptElfe with bis-farhers offers, 
whom his father mnainmined againit hin) ; forthe hich <tuiebeableniedibim- 
ſeleand went into, Holland, ' where -be-was Well @einedand had intelligence 
with them of Gaunt, and ſometime alln,went thither himfelfec He had norotis 
penny of his father, but this conntrey 0f cHollandwas marudilows tich andgnue 
him.gaodly preſents, as did allo divets greattawnry ab bisochar Senioriess! ho» 
pingthereby to win bis fapaurin re np common thingheſpe- 
cially among cheyulgar ſort,to loue bes ſerhetarber vo bon whole pdwer 
; This is a- 8:grQwing, than to him who ls alrtady'{orgeeet tharhecan/bonmgreater in\- For 
greeable with the: which cauſe Þ, Piylp, when men ure thatehey; ob: Gount loved bie an 
Poupeic! DY- maructious well and that be could «&Yhof their banior'; waxwonttoantiver, 
chitche. Ro- thar their PrinceinexpeRation they cnerJoued derrely., but cheir Princgitypol: 
macs 6d" ſethon they hatedeucrextremely:, which ſaying proaned truei; For attet-Nuke 
ng Charles began to rcigne ouerahem they veuer Joued him, ard:tbarcbey wall den 
ters ſolem 56-1 Clared as before: 1 baue rehearſed 2 hiezafd forbigpart barecheines lattle good 
"r«+. will notwithiſtanding they. did his poſtetitic: mdreharme thanthey coulid dur 
' ,- him» Butto proceed, afier the time that D-Gherlexamanndd wantorthe rojwns in 
Picardic , which the King our Maſter.þ4d redeemed of D. ta ghisfacber,and 
ioyned himſelfe with the Princes of this, realme;;; inahe a rg WEALE 
EVSL1KE ; he never was quiet, but in continuall ttaudlibotho&bddy.and minde. 
For his heart was ſo inflamed with defireof glorycthathe actempted toconquer 
all:that lay abom:bim. All ſommer he-kept the held with greatdanger ot: his 
petſon, and tooke vpon himſelfe the charge & carenfthe wh y: allwhich 
trouble ſeemed ndt yet ſufficientto him, He was, the firſt vpatid the laſt downe, 
as if he had been the-poorelt ſoldier in fais campe;::If hereftedfrom warres any 
time in winter ; yet was he buſied all day long from: ix: of the clocke in cthemor- 
ning;either in kuying of money, or receiving ambaſſadors, ——_— ay- 
dience. In this trauell and mtſerie ended -he his daies;and was flatne of rhe Swif- 
ſersþefore Nancy, as you hanc heard ; iſe that a maniway .tuſtlyfay , thathe ne- 
uer had good day from the time thatambition-firfienred'/into bis minde,tillche 
howerot his death. And what got he by all this travel}? whatineteded he thus to 
haue toiled himſelfe, beingſoricha Prince, and bauing ſomany goodly rownes 
and ſeniories vnder his ſubieftion, whgy he might have lived m great ioy atid 
«TheExcleof proſperitie, if it bad ſo pleaſed him." FF Get 1 to HH 
Henk;  Imiuſt howſpeake of Edward Kingof England; who was ſogreatand mighty 
cherd Newil a Prince. In his youth he ſaw the Dukeof Y orke his father diſcomfited,and itain 
_— pd wag in battell,and with him the Earle of Warwicks fathet 5, the which Earle of War- 
was nor ſlaine Wicke gouerned King Edward in his youth ; and all his affaires:; yea tofiythe 
a: he barrell truth made him King, and was the onely manthar defeated his enimic King 
we + Richard Henry, who had raigned many:yecres in England, and was lawfull King both in 
Duke of York, mine opinion, and inthe iudgement of the whole world. But astouching great 
IIS realmes and ſeniories,God holderh theny in his hand and diſpoſeth of chem ac 
orrwoafter his pleaſure 3 for all proceedeth of him;” The cauſe 'that mooued the Eatle of 
pebeaded, 0rd Warwicke to ſeruethe houſe of Yorkeagainſt King Hemry, who was ofthe houſe 
to Yorke, as Of Lancaſter, was this, The Earle of Warwicke and;the Duke of Sommerſet 
ry many fellarvarianceinKing Hemries coort, who was a very {imple man : the Queene 
rofirang 1” his wife being of the houſe of Aniou, daughter to Rene King of Sicilie, rooke 
haue amen- part with the Duke of: Sominerſer againſt the Earle. But conſidering that they 
dedtheother. had--all acknowledged both. King Hemry and (his father and grandficher 
fgur.z,  for-their lawfull Princes : the faid Lady ſhould haue done much better to have 
[> = taken 
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taken vpon hir the office ofJudge or mediator between them, than to take part 

with either ofthem, as the ſequel well declared. For hereupon aroſe war, which 
continued nine and twenty yeeres: during the which ſpace many bloudy bat- 

tels were fought,and in theend, all in manner both of the one parr and the other 

ſlaine. Now to ſpeake a word or two. of fattions: ſurely they are marucllous 
dangerous, eſpecially among great men, who are naturally inclined to nouriſh 

and maintaine them. Bur you will fay peraduentnre, that by this meanes the 

Prince ſhall haue intelligence ofall things thar paſſe, and thereby hold both the 

parties in the greater feare. In truth I can well agree that a yoong Prince vſe this 

order among Ladies: for by this meanes he (hall haue pleaſure ad ſport inough, 

and vnderſtand of all their newes: bur to nourilh fations among men, yea a- 

mong Princes and men of vertue and courage, nothing can be more dangerous, ? Cn 
becauſe by that meanes he ſhall kindle an vnquencheable fire in his houſe : for Kin —_— 
forthwith one ofthe parties will ſuppoſe the King to be againſt rhem, and then had lived 6x- 
to fortific themſelues willenter into intelligence with his enirtiies. The factions age 
ofOrlcans and Burgundie prooue this point ſufficiently; for the warres that when the | 
ſprang thereof continued threeſcore and twelue yeeres, the Engliſhmen being _ — 
parties in them, who thought to haue conquered the whole realme. Bur to re- him our of 
turne to King Edward, he was very yoong whert his father was (laine, and the hs realme; 
beautifulleft Prince inche world : bur after he had vanquiſhed all his cnimies, he ? yer = 
gaue himſelfe wholy to pleaſures,as ro dames, fralting,Saaketring: and hunting or 13.yeares, 
in the which delicacies he continued abour fixteene yeeres ?, to wit, till the Earle = mbar nce- 
of Warwicke and he fell at variance,in the which wars,notwithftariding harthe Gus © in. 
King were chaſed out of his realme, yet contimied he not long in thateſtate : for 4ccd bewas 
he ſoone returned, and hauing obtained the vitorie, more abandoned himſelfe —_ -_ of 
to all pleaſures than before. He feared no man, bur fed himſelfe maruellous far; his dns | 
by meanes whereof in the flower ofhis age diſeaſes grew vpon him, fo thar he ? This white 


dicd ina manner ſuddenly,ofan Apoplexie, and his heires males loſt the crown; ——_ 
25 before you haue heard. & Sid 21 | iv 


In this our age raignedalſo two valiatit and wiſe Princes, namely Mathias King jun 


of Hungarie, and Mahorer Ottoman Emperonr of Turkie. This King Mathias was Bath, of 
was ſonne to a valiant knight called the white knight of Valachie®, a gentle- **<onntry of 


02) | | Valachie,cor- 
man of great wiſedome and vertue, who gouerned long therealme of Hunga- ups To 


rie, and obtained many good? vitories againſt the Turkes 5, who border vpon inthe French 
the ſaid realme, by reaſon of the Sentiories they bane viurped in Greece aid pur = 
Slauonie *®, Soone after his death Kitg Lancelot carne ro mans eftate **, who andfoughtin 
was right heire not onely ofcherealme of Hungarie, bur alſo of Bohemia and 2"* _s 


AMAmMmea- 


Polonia. He by the counfell of certaine, cauſed the white knights two ſonnes atkes and i 
to be apprehended, —_— that their father had-vſurped too great rule and Baſhacs fx 


authoririe in the realme, and that the ſonnes being gentlemen of great cou- g———_ 


rage might peraduenture attempt the like. Wherefore the ſaid King Zexcelot vitoriein 


reſolned to lay them both in priſon, and incontinent pur the elder to death *?, — | 
10 auone 


and ſent the faid Macbias priſoner to Bude the chiefe towne of Hungarie, is the country 
of Illyria, 
x1 Some write,that this Lancelo called in Latin ſtories Lediſt.cvs came to full yeeres before Huniedes death, and gaue im in re- 
compence of his ſeruice the Earledome of Briftrich, and yet afterward ſou be to kill him by che perſwafien of Ylrich Bale of 
Cilie the ſaid Ladifleus yncle : but Hemiades valiantly defended himſelfe,and 7 ot after died. Bur indeed the truth is, that Ladiſ 
laws was borne the 21, of Feb 1440.and H»miedes dicd the tenth of September 2456. (othat at Hwuniades death, I «diſiaus 
was almeſt 17.yeeres of age,and by the perſwaſion of this Earle Yirich had taken the gouernment rpon himſelfe. 13 The cl» 
der brethers name was Lad;flavs, The cauſe ofhis d eath was, for that in defence ofhirnſelft he had flaine the Earle Ylrich, who 
aſſaulted him, as before be had done his father, and continually (ought both his blood and bis bro hers. Wherefore the Ki 
cauſed beth the brethren deceitfully to be raken, and beheaded the elder being five or ſixe and twenty yeercs of age, It is 
written, that the hangman gauc him three ſtrokes yeith the ſword before he could picree hus zkin, 
V 3 where 
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where, he remained.not.long.. And I ſuppoſe. that God tooke in good part the 
great ſeruices his father, had done. For loone after King Lancelot was poiſoned ar 
:; King [«- Pragein Boherpia *3, by a gentlewoman of a good houſe (whole brother my 
</1-+61c90: elfe hauelcen) of whom he. was enamored, and ſhe likewiſe of him ſo far forth 


poiſon the 21. 


vf Nourmbcr that ſhe being diſpleaſed with his mariage with the daughter of Charles the V IT. 
1457- ,. King of Fraunce now. called Princeſle of.Vieana (agaialt his promiſe made to 
$i 5 varie Dir) poiſoned: him ih a bathe, as ſhee gaue him a peece of apple to cat, hauing 
mack in this conyeighed the [na into the haft ot hir knife. Immediately after King Lan- 
point 10M cefots death, the Barons and Nobles ofthe realme aflembled ro chooſe a new 


Commines : for f 


thcy make King: for thecuſtome of the countrey. is, when the King dieth without iflue, 
= genes thar the nobles, may proceed to an eleftion. And while they were there in great 

. 1145 e * s /* the Ak . . . . A 
diuilion about their choice, the white Knights widow mother to Mathias came 


l:uerie b 

his mothers into the towne with a goodly traine : for becauſe ſhe had great trealure lett hir 
_ ines,vut by hir husband,ſbec was ſooneableto kuic great forces: and further, I thinke 
Ladifies: be ſhe had good intelligence both in the towne, andalſa among the Nobilicie, be- 
ing hatedin canſe of the great ſway hir husband had borne inthe realme. She rode ſtraight 


Hunzarie for . , . 
Hwnadeelder £0 the priſon and tooke hir ſonne out of it *4. Whereupon part of the Barons 


ſon»es death, and Prelates thereaſſembled for the elefion, fled for feare, the reſt choſe the ſaid 
amr 98 King, who raigned inthe realme with as great proſperitie as any King 


ohemia, lea. | > 
yon Ma:bias theſe many yeerecs, and hath been as highly praiſed and commended, yea more 


wibhinas in ſomepointsthan any ot his predeceſſors. He was one of the valianteſt men 
Mere (one that lived in his time, and obtayned great viRories againſt the Turkes, without 
after ths all damageto his owne realme,the which beinlarged onall ſides,as well towards 
we po Bohemia (the greateſt part whereof he held) as alſo towards Valachic where he 
hecre by our was borne,and towards Sclauonic. Inlike manner vpon the frontiers of Almaig 


thorment= he wan the greateſtpart of Auſtrich from the Emperor Fredericke now raigning, 
After his and poſſeſſed ir till his death, which hapned in the yeare 1 491 in Vienna the 
death George chijefe towne of Auſtrich, This'King gouerned his aftaires with great wiſdom, 


Boiebrac vſur. 


ped thercalme As well in peaceas war: but alittle before his death perceiuing himſclfe to be fea- 
of Bohemia, red of his enimies, he grew marucllous pompous and ſumptuous in his Court, 


0 
This Mathias fs ; mY py <6 G 
being full pri. 299 amaſſed an infinitequantitie of goodly (tufte,iewels and plate, for the furnir 


ſoneratPra- ture of his houſe. All his affaires were diſpatched by himſelte or by his dire&iy 


gue: but the on, Before his death bis ſubiets ſtood in great feare of him,for he waxed cruell, 
ano be. and ſoon after fell into a greeuous and incuralgke diſeaſe being but yoong, to wit, 


cauſe of his eight and Rey yRuges ofage *5, or thereabout, Hedied hauing ſpent his life 


— in much more labour and travell than pleaſure, | 


him their The Turke aboue mentioned *« was a wiſe and noble Prince, but vſing wiles 


Kine,andſent ang ſubriltie more than courage and valour. True itis, that his father left him 
Sedans requi great, for he had been a hardy Prince, and wan Adrianople *7, which is as much 


riag his deli- rq ſay, as the citic of Adrian. This Turke that I now write of, tooke in the 


_—_— three and twentith yeere of his age the citie of Conſtantinople **, I haue ſeene 
compliſhed his pourtraiture when he was of thoſe yeeres, the lineaments whereof made 


A ſhew of an excellent wit. It was a ſhame for all Chriftendome to ſuffer the 


hilfe, but alſo tOWNe ſo. be loſt : for hee tooke it by aſſault, and the Emperour of the Eaſt 

ue the ſaid 
Brathis his dawghterin mariage,and ſent him into Hungarie nobly accompanied, 15 This place is maruellouſly cerrupred ; 
for King Mathias was borne the 14. of February 144.and died the fift of Aprill at Vienna of an Apoplexie the yeere 1490. 
ovas our Author (ſaith 1 491.ſo thatby this computation he liued about 48.yeeres, and ſo yndoubtedly this 28. muſt be read 48. 
16 This Turke is Mabomet the ſecond, 17 Others write, that 4mwrathes the third Emperour of Turkie wan Adrianople, 
and it miy be char thename deceived our Author : for this Turks Fathers name was alſo Anwraibes ; but this was Amwrethes 
theſecond, and he that yan Adrianople Amwrathes the firſt, 18 Conftantinople vas taken anno 14 5 ;. the 29. of May, 


whom 
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whom we call Emperor of Conſtantinople, was ſlaine himſelfe ar the breach 2, '* This Em. 
with a number of valiant men, and diuers women of great eſtate and noble hoy- 97 us 


. a COS, = med ( enſl.ne 
ſes rauiſhed : to be ſhort, no cruelty was omitted. This was his firſt exploit, but 1m 7/aleuto- 
not hislaſt, for he continued till his death in atchieuing greatenterprilcs :ſo that 3 * bu 3 0+ 


WCLS vic he 


I heard once an ambaſſador of Venice tell Duke Cha#les of Burgundie that he had ws 10 fue 
conquered two Empires, fower realmes, and ewo hundred cities. He mezint the ** (bc breach, 


ut Unonged 


Empires of Conſtantinople and Trapezond **3-the realmes of Boine **, Syria, ., 4c... 
Armenia, atid I thinke Morea ** was the fowerth, in the whichthe Venetians be pa © ashe 
held two places. He conquered alfo diuers goodlylles in the fea, called Archi- {4 bus 
pell 23, neereto the ſaid Morea, with the Iles of Nigrepont *+and Mitilene? hee :0 ttuw hc 
ſabdued in like manner the greateſt part of Albante and Sclanonie. And ts his <954vered 


T1 I; C zonde, 


conqueſts were great againſt the Chriſtians, ſo werethey als againſt them of bis 5,5 a... 
owne law,ofwhom he deſtroied many a great Princezas the Caraman *5, ang gi- 14a; peercth 
vers others. The greateſt part of his affaires he gou&thed by his own wiſetome, 3s 


as did our King and.the King of Hungarie alſo : who were three ofthe greateſt wo 
Princes that raigned theſe hundred yeeres. But the curtelie 41d courſeot lifergt ht) 1 the 


+, tiench Arefe 


the King our Maſter,and his good viage both of his owne ſertrants and ſtrangers ju... 11 
far paſſed both the others ; and no maruell, for ke was the moſt Chriſtian King, 1calme vs 
As touching worldly pleafures this Turke had his fill ; tor he ſpent the greate(} Bulne he con 


quered oucr 


part of his life in them,and had he not beene ſo much addited tothem,vndoub- $:pb.» king 
tedly he would haue done much mote miſchiefe. There was tn6fleſhly vice thar *tbo« <oun- 


tric ann.igCy. 


he was free from, but in gluttony he paſſed, and according to his Flier diſeaſes fell pur 1.uw, 
vpon him : for every ſpring (as I hav heard thoſe report that have ſtenehirh); King of Hun- 
his legs fwelled as big as a mans body notwithſtanding they brake not, but the $"< *29n* 


after recoue- 


ſwelling aſſwaged of it ſelfe. No Surgeon couldrel[the caufe ofthis difeafe fave red agune. 
onely that it proceeded of gluttony, and it may be thatit was ſome ſpeciall py- ** Morea was 


in times palt 


niſhment of God. This ſaid diſeaſe was the cauſe he came fo ſeldome abroade, Peloponneſus. 
and kept himſelfe ſo cloſe in his chariot, fearing that the miſerable eſtate he was 23 1 tus Ar. 
in, would cauſe bis his ſubie&s to deſpiſe him, He died being two and fiftie yeeres 5 2er 


Al geum, 10 


of age ** or there about, in,manner firlfdenly : notwithſtanding, he made his Te- the nbich the 
ſtament, which my ſelfe have ſcene, wherein he made conſcience of a ſubſidie Y*5 called 


Cyeluwdes lie, 


lately levied vpon his ſubiefts, ifrhe ſai& Teſtament betrue. Ler Chriſtian Prin- :\ Nirepone 
ces then weigh well what they ought to doe, conſidering that they haye no au- in cimes pail 
thoritie in right and reaſon to leuieany thing vpon their ſubie&ts withour their oe” _- *þ 
permiſſion and conſent. | 


bookes have 
IA {ome of them 
the Cernien, ſome the Carmanien, and ſome (beeauſe they will be ſurenot to erre) nothing. But vndoubredly it isto be rerd as 
I have here tranflated it, For further declaration whereof we muſt ynderſtand,that about the yeere 1 2 50. fower noble louis 
eame out of Perlia with their captaines and armics, the Otthomans, Aﬀſembecr, Scanlelors or Candelors, and the Caramans, Atl 
theſe fower houſes ſubdued cuery one of them ſome oſos : the O:comans, wan Bythinie, Phryria, Galatia, The 41m" ecs Sy. 
ria, Armenia, Cappadocia, Papblagonia. The Scandelorrheld the greateſt part of Pontss: and the Caramans Cicilia, L' tidy Lycoon tc, 
Pamphylis. But the houſe © ukeata the end deuoured all the 6ther three, The Aſſewmbers were vanguiſhed by this 21 abonee 
ann. 1459. For you ſhall vnderftand, that Yſamcauſaves King of the Yſſembecs fought three great battels with this M.chomer, 
In the two firft he ouerthrew him, but in the third he was viterly ouerthrowen, by reaſon that Mahemet had great artillery 
in his campe, which noucltic (ynknowen before tothe eaſterly nations) diſcomfited Yſumcaſſimes army, who un this batrle 
loſt alſo his ſonne Zeinelde. After this battle Mebemet wan all Cappaderia, Paphlagonia, and tooke Trapezrnde the ſeate of the 
Aſſembees empire, with the greateſt part of Armeni« and Syrie, as mention is heere made. Further, after this bacte'] Mah mer 
tooke from Pyremites Prince of the Caramens, the greateſt part of Cilicia: and after this M..homets death BaisZet his ſonne [luc in 
battle Abrabem the laſt Prince of the Caramens, and viterly deſtroyed that houſe. As touching the Scandelers, after the Aſember? 
and Caremens were deſtroyed, the Prince of the Scandeler: yeelded his countrie to Baichet, aud in exchange thereof had certaine 
reuenues given him in Natolia, And thus were all the three houſes ſubdued by the houſe of O:thomen : which diſcourſe for the 
better ynderſtanding of this place, I haue bene forced to write ſomewhat atlarge. 26 Others write 58, and other write 56. 
but ſure our Author reporterh his age trulieſt : for he was borne ang. 1430. the 24. of March, and dicd of the collicke 1481, 
the third of May, ſo that he was eatred into his tyyo and fiftith yeere, 


The 
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The concluſion of the Author. 


Ou ſee heere a number of great perſonages dead in ſhort ſpace, 
v| who trauelled ſo mightily, and endured fo many anguiſhes and 
| ſorrowes to purchaſe honor and renoume, whereby they abrid- 
1 | ged their liues, yea and peraduenture charged their ſoules. [ ſpeake 
PASSED) not thisofrhe Turke,for I make account he is lodged with his pre- 
deceſſors; but our King and thereft,] truſt, God hath taken to his mercy. Now 
to ſpeake ofthis point as a man vnlearned, bur hauing ſome experience : had it 
not been better both for theſe great Princes themſelues and all their ſubies 
that liued vnder them, and (hall -_ vnder their ſucceſſors, to haue held a meane 
in all things, that is to ſay, to haue attempred fewer enterpriles, to haue feared 
more to offend God, and perſecute their ſubie&ts and neighbors ſo many ſun- 
dry waycs aboue rehearſed, and to haue vied honeft pleaſures and recreation ? 
Yes ſure. For by that meanes their lives ſhould haue been prolonged, dilcaſes 
ſhould not fo ſoone haue aſſailed them, their death ſhould haue been more la- 
mented, and leſſe deſired; yea, and they ſhould haue had lefle cauſe to feare 
death. What goodlier examples can we finde to teach vs that man is but a ſha- 
dow, that our Fe. is miſerable and ſhort, and that we are nothing, neither great 
nor ſmall? For immediately after our death, all men abhorre and loath our bo- 
dies,and ſo ſoone as the ſoule is ſeuered trom the body,it goeth to receiue iudge- 
ment; yea vndoubredly at the very inftant that the ſoule and body part, the 
mdgement of God isgiuen according to our meritsand deſerts, which 1s called 
the particular judgement of God, 
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£) Fter the death of Zewis the eleuenth, Charles the 8, 
+ his only ſonne being £4: yeeres of age and two 
o 2) | moneths, ſucceededto the crowne : notwithſtan- 
ding bis coronatian Was" deterred till che monerh 
of tne imthe next yeere, tothe end he might be 
full fowerteene when he ſhould be crowned. The 
King his father had brought him yp at Ambaile 
'-- in ſuch lolitarines; tin one beſides his ordinaty 
PR ————_— hauettefſtvnro 7 obey per- 
LN Ormorei -.micted he bim tolearftetrry more Latinethati this 
TRA > TE Py! iofnc ſentence: He that rhe di ' canpot raigne. 
Ut "7 * - which he did not for'that he) dur 
becauſe he Rared that ſtudie would hurt-the renderand delicafe complexion 6f 
the childe. Notwithſtanding King Charles after hee came to the trowne'{ grew 
very ſtudious 6flearning, and gave himſelfe ro the reading of Rtories and bookes 
of humanity writren in the -Fretich rongue; and attempred ro vnderſtand Lite, 
Beforethe Kings coronation the Princes of the 'blood and the nobles of the 
realme, who ſo 6ften had beth iniured in the late King Lewis bis time yi 


k Dainhis barber; by Dankefa Flemming the ſaid Olivers feruant ;and 
Dijac;(whichthice had wholy gonerned the ſaid King Lewis, )eanſed informa: 
tions ſecretly to be exhibited againſt them for divers murthers, rapines,and 6thet 
heinbus crimes thatthey had commitred in King Lewis his time, yea and ſorne of 
them by his commandement: the which informationbeing ſcene by the court of 
PatHament,they were foorthwith apptehended, their proceſſe made, andirithe 
endall three condernned:and the next yeere being r4$4.the ſid Oliver and Da- 
wiell, his man were hanged at Paris,and D'oyae had his cares cut off, and histoong 
bored through with a hotiron. One of the crimes committed by Oliver and Da- 
niel, for the which they were executed was this : A/ gentleman wis commitretto 
priſon by King Zewis his commandement, whoſe wife being yobhg and beauti- 
fill, was contentedto abandon her ſeſfe to the luſt of this 0huz, vpori promiſe 
thathe ſhould deliver her hitsband our of priſon to het ; but rhe next day Hecuu- 
fed Durmiel his man to put him into a facke, and to throwe him inro the river; 
where he was miſerably drowned. This Olner wasa Flemming borne, vid Had 
bei barber to King Lewis, and of greater credit with him thin any maninall 
Frabrnice, which his credit grew by vileand (laniſh offices that he did aboutthe 
King, ſo far forth thar he ordinarily ſacked the Kings hemorrhoides ; whete- 
with he was often troubled, which baſe ſeruice he did , nor for good will that he 


Mircthe King, bar onely for coucrouſnes and to mainaine his-credit; my" 
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ded ſoone fer the.King his Maſters qeath gsyoqhaue Heard; [notwithftand 
the great char eel the Kidg vpon by d NO hat giug tag ſanne Pg 
the faid Olinivjahd nor to ſiffer him ro be ſpoiled of that whithhe ha ed 
vpon him, beaiyſehisſeruice bad long praſerne@hivlife.! Buchowloener Princes 
maintaineſuch lewd mipiſtezsin thetr4nes, and bows ready. fever luch ſeruancs 
be to execute their Maſters, yplawtull agd wilkall cammandemeats, ſuppoſing 
thatthey ſhall neuer be called to accouns therefore: yer in the endethey finde 
that credit in Court is no inheritance, and that God who leaueth nothing vnpu- 
niſhed, findetha time to reward thera according totheirdolerry, (Furth 

after King Lewis his death, coalulcatian was bad of the ſuperfluous and ſuperſti- 
tious gifts made by him-ig bis life, allthe'which were reuoked, and all that was 
giuen reunited tothe crowne. 


A, 
ut. 


Cap. 2+ Of the aſſembly of the States held t Touar; of the Duke of Orleans * --- _ 
14.11 .  -, pwrſute for the regencie, of the war called the mad'p& R” 
| raiſed by him, and of bis departure © 


f He King in the moneth of luly after his coronation, being 


the yeere 1484. helda generaland free aſſembly ofthe States 
of his realmeact Touars, far otherwiſe then had beene vied in 
his fathers daics : for none came to thele Ul afſeniblies 
in his time, but ſuch as wers af his owne ination, nei- 


ther durſt any man {peakeſus minde freely; bur was forced 
Sri > inallmatters to yecld to the Kings will, which was for the 
moſt part vnreaſonable and violent. Butat this aſſembliethe preſence was great, 
the yoices free, the complaints lamentable : the Nqbihrie, Commons and Cler- 
gie,cucric one ofthem preſented their grate complaning of the burdens that 
the hate King ( contrarieto the lawes of the realmes,.ang cuſtames of their ance- 
ſtars) had laid vpon them. In this aſſembly it was enated that there ſhould bee 
noRegent in Fraunce ; but that Arne Lady of Beauicu the Kings cldeſt lifes 
ſhould haue the gouernment of his roiall perſon , according to theteſtament of 
King Lewis the x 1. thatthe priuy Councell ſhould conliſt of twelue choſen gue 
ofthe body ofthe Nobility, by whoſe aduiſeall matters ſhould be governed and 
diſpatched ; but all in the Kings name, and vnder the ſignature of his band. Fur- 
ther, ob Duke of Bourbon was created Conſtable. Burt by Jittle and little the 
whole, government was derived to the faid Lady of Beauicu, becauſe the King 
her brothers perſon wasin her hands, q 1 oh | 

But. Lewis Duke of Orleans being the neereſt Prince of the blood royall, by 


the perſwalion ofthoſe that were about him, who.gaped for great prefermentif 


the gouernment were committed to his charge, and eſpecially by the inſtigation 
of = Earle of Dunois named Francis, ſonne to labs — called the Ba» 
ſtard of Orleans, (a man of aſubtill ſpirit, and of great enterpriſe) abode till at 
Paris, and entered daily intothe Councell, ( notwichſtanding the decree of the 
three eſtates, ) as one that would vnderſtand of all that was done there. Where- 
with the Lady of Beauieu was notalittle diſcontented: which when the Prince 
of Qrehge, the. Marſhall of Rieux, and the reft of the Barons, of Britaine thar 
wereat that time fugitiues in Fraunce ( as hereafter ſhall bee declared ) vnder- 
ſtood ;they came to the faid Lady of Beauieu, and offered her andthe Kin 

their ſeruice, which the Duke of Orlcans greatly ſtomacked, ; Further , the (ai 
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Duke ſought by all meanespoſlible to diſcredire the womanifhi governmene of 
the Lady ; bur his perſwaſtons lictlepreuatled, becanſecthe Duke himſelfe beeing 
not as yet fower and ewenty yeeres'old, was vndex. the gonernment of his mo- 
ther, anditſeemedno reaſon to commit themanaging ot the common wealth to 
him that was vnableto gouerne his owne priuace eftare :'ſo that the ſame reaſon 
barred him from the gouernement now, that excluded his grandfather in times 
paſt, during the phrenfie of iving Charles the fixr.,” Bur this reaſon (atisfied nor 
the Duke nor his friends. Wheretore the Lady of Beauicuſccing that the: Duke 
of Ocicans remaining in Paris, wannedaily thoſe that were in authority to his 
fide : ſecking by that meancs to obtaine the regency of the realme :. ſent by che 
reſolution of the Kings councell, certaine to Paris to arreſt rhedGy of the 1ayd 
Duke. Who being aduertiſed chereot as he was at tenice, withdrew himſclfe,and 
(pretending that hee went to his lodging) departedin the company of Guyot Pop, 
and /9hnof Loucn (one of the gentlemen of his chamber whom: hee greatly fa- 
uoured) and lodged that night at Pontoiſe, Thenext day hee wenrro Vernucil, 
and from thence ro Alencon, where hee remained a certainefſpace : during the 
which, hee pradtiſed to draw to his party the Earke of Angouleſme, the Duke of 
Bourbon, and the Lord of Alebret, who in the end declared them{elues to be his 
friends and a{fiſtants in this enterpriſe.. But all theſe becauſe of this their canfede- 
racy with him, were foorthwith remooued from all theiroffices and eſtates, and 
loſt all their penſions, and their charge of men of armes : yet notwithſtanding, 
they leuicd a great army ofthe people of their countries, and found meanes ro 
winne to their ſide the Duke of Lorraine, the Prince of Orenge, and the Earle of 
Foix. VYnder he aſſurance of altthe which Princes, the Luke of Orleans aſſem- 
bled his army ar Blois, ro march therewith roOrleans : but the cirizens'of the 
rowne percciuing that their Duke came thither with a purpoſe ro ſurpriſe it, and 
to make ir the ſeate ofthe wars, ſhart their gates vpon him, and would nor ſuffer 
him to enter, Wherefore with an army of fower'hundred launces, and a great 
number of foote men, hee went to Bougencic, accom>anied with the Earles of 
Dunois and Foiz, and with Carquelevant, and other French Captaires, where 
they remained a certaine ſpace, andthitherthe King ſent to befiege them. Bur 
becauſe they ſaw the place not to bee ofdefence; and further, that the Malcon- 
tents ofthe realme flocked not to them as they ſuppaſed they would : they made 
a ſudden'peace with the King,, whereby it was agreed, that the Duke of Orleans 
Mould repaire o the King, and fohee did, and thatthe Earle of Dunois the con- 
triuer of all this enterpriſe ſhould depart the realme, which alſohee did, andic- 
tired himſclfe ro Aſt. Butthis notwithſtanding; the Duke of Bourbon andthe 
Earle of Angouleſme, whoh:dlevied their armies ro ſuccour the DukeofOrle- 
ans, marched toward Bourges, whither the King went with a great armie, ac- 
companicd with the ſayd Duke of Orleans, who was conſtrained to arme himfelte 
againſt his late allies andconfederates, Notwithſtanding by the wiſdomeof the 
Marſhal of Gie and the Lordof Grauille (which two had great authority in the 
Court vnder the Lady of Beavicu,) peace was concluded betweene the King 
and his nobles, wherein the Lord of Albrer was alſo comprehended ; and thus 
departed all theſe armies without any bloudſhed, and the King went to Am- 
boiſe; the Duke of Orleans to Orleans ; and the Earle of Foix and the Cardinal 
his brother to Nantes to the Duke of Briraine who had married their (iſter. T his 
tumult was called the mad war, and hapned in the yeere 1485. 
After all this, the Earle of Dunois returned from Aſt; and went to his owne 


towne of Partenay in Poitou, which was then a ſtrong rowne with a _— 
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4 
ditch; and atriple wall. Heerofthe King being aduerciſed, and withall that hee 
torrified himſelfe in the ſaydtowne, and-knowing the laid Earle of Dunois to be 
full ofprattiſe, and a man of great enterpriſe-: bee ſent rothe Doke ot Orleans 
(who was at Orleans holding ſolemne iv and turneies) to come to him at Am- 
boiſe; 'And after rhree or fower meſſengers, the laſt whereof was the Marlhal) of 
Gie, the Duke of Orleans went to Blots, and the next day being tweltecuen in 
theſiyd yeere' 1485. bee departed out:of Blois carly in the morning with his 
haukes, fainingrhat he wentto fliein the'teld, and without any baite rodethat 


to Cliſſon, and from Cliſſonto Nantes, where. be was very honorably recciued 
ofthe Duke. This was the Duke of Orleans ſecond comming into Britaine,as by 
that which followeth heerafter thall miore plajply appeare, The King being ad- 
uertiſed of his departure, determinedto beliege the ale of Dunois in his town 
of Partenay, and found meanes (before any brute was made thereof) to'drawe 
to his ſeruice the Marſhall ot Rieux, and the-other Barons of Britaine that were 
then retired to Chafteaubrian to the Lady of Laual, who was Lady thereof, be- 
cauſe the Duke of Britaine by ayd dtthe- Duke of Orleans and the Earles of Du- 
noisſuughttoauenge himlelfeof the ſiyd Barons, for the death of Peter Landois 


Treaſurer of Brizaine, whereof I will now beginne to ſpeake. 


Chap, J- | Of chetroubles that happened in Britaine betweene the Duke = 
and his Nobles, and of Peter Landvis death, 


2? Bout the ſametime, ar ſomewhat before, that the madde tn- 
»\/®>) mult above mentioned happency in Fraunce : alike ſturre 
© {6 chanced.alſo in Britaine, though not with.the like event; the 
HY ſecdes of tbe which were priuily ſowen in the life of Lewig 
@ ) the x1, butſprang not vp tor teareat forren war ( with the 
& which cheſayd King Lewes.continually theartned the Bri- 

EEYeSp > ines) till after his death. But when all forren feare, which 

had hithegto preferued their peace, being remooud : the fire flamed out, which 
vpon th occaiion was firit xindled, Chaywin Chauncellour of Britaine (a very 
worthy min) died: miſerably in priſon inthecaltell of Lhermite, wheretheD, 
had itapriſoned him at the requeit of his Treaſurer Peter Landois a hoſiers ſonne 
of Touar:, who after the ſaid Chaxnins deurh wholly poſſeſied the Duke. But the 
nobiliry, namely the Prince of Orenge, and the Martiall of Rieux (who were 


then at Nantes, and bated this Laudozs, a3 author of the others death) conſpired ' 


together to his deſtrution.: for the executing of which their purpoſe, they 
watched a time when they thougbt co ſurpriſe him either in the caſtell of Nantes 
withthe Duke, or in a houſe of his owne called Pabotiere a mile from tk: towne. 
Wherefore they deuided their company, and part they ſent to befiege tbeſayd 
houſe, and with the reſt entred into the caſte]l : and to theend hee ſhould by no 
meanes eſcape, they ſhut yp the caſte]! gates, they ſearched every corner of the 
ca(tell, yea they ruthed inta the Dukes chamber, ſuppoling that the (aid Zandois 
might happily haue retired himſelfe thither, in hope to make the Dpkes preſence 


the bucklerothis defence, But hee being amile from Nantes in his owne houſe 


above mentioned, eſcaped ata backe gate befor the houſe was throughly beſet, 
and ſo ſaucd himſelfe, But preſently a great vprore began inthe towne : for one 
ofthe Dukes ſeruants, at the noble mens firſt entry into the caſtell, being ler 


downethecaltell wall by a rope, madea great outcry in thetowne, ag o__ g 
the 


nightto Fronteuaulx, whereof his filter was then Abeſle: from thence he went 
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the hainouſfnes of the fat, and afhrming thatthe caſtzlLwas forced , the Duke aſ: 
faulted, and his life in greatdanger vnleſle he were ſpeedily ſuccoured. The ci- 
tizens (ignorant that this attempt was. made onely for the ſurpriſing of Peter 
Landois) armed themſelues, and ran to the caſtel! threatning all the nobilitie 
with death ,of whom not onedurſt ſhew himſelte vpon the wall to ſpeake to the 
furious multitude, becauſethe people had planted thot againſtthe caſtell, mea- 
ning to ſpare no man ſo ſoone as he ſhould appeare, but the Dyke alone. The 
Duke being in the hands of his nobles , ſhewed himſelfe vnto his people, who 
preſently kneeled downe before him, congratulating with him for his ſatery, and 
ſo the tumult ceaſed. ' | 9 
But the nobility for this bold attempt were baniſhed, though their lives were 
ardoned, who preſently retired themſeluesinto:Fraunce to King Charles, as be- 
ore you haue heard. Then Peter recouered his former credit with the Duke, and 
cauſed him to write to the D. of Orleans his colin germaine, that it would pleaſe 
him ro come to him into Britainez which the Duke of Orleans did by the per- 
ſwaſion ofthe Earle of Dunois,who ſougherto diuorce him from the Kings lifter, 
and to marrie him to Anzethe Duke of Britaines eldeſt daughter and heire, which 
alſo happened after the ſaid Duke of Orleans was King, though it were not now 
accompliſhed. The Duke of Orleans accompanied with the Duke of Alengon ar- 
rivedat Nantes, inthe moneth of Aprillafterthis tumult, being the yeere 1484, 
where they were honorably receiued ofthe Duke of Britaine, who complained 
to them ofthe outrage done vnto him by the PrinceofOrengeand the Marthall 
of Ricux, forthe reuenge whereof he delired their aide, which they promiſed 
him in generall termes, and then departed to go to Reimes to the coronation of 
King Charles. After the which the Duke of Orleans fell at variance with the King, 
and yet in the end peace was concluded between them in the yeere 1 485. as be- 
fore you haue heard; - | | 
Then Peter Landois (eeing the Duke his Maſter'in league with the Duke of Orle- 
ans,and the ſaid Duke of Qrleans and his faRionin peace with the King : deter- 
mined to be reuenged of his enimies: wherefore che Duke of Britaine,by his per- 
ſwalionmadeancdiR, that all the noblemens houſes that had beene of the con- 
Hiracicabouementioned, ſhould beraſed. For the execution wherof an armie 
was levied mthe Dukes nameto raſe Ancenix, where the Prince of Orenge and 
the Earle of Comminges then remained, who being aduertiſed thereof, by the 
aide of their friends and ofthe baniſhed Barons that were returned our ofcxileto 
defend their patrimonies,leuied Iikewiſe an armie to withſtand Zandois attempts: 
but when theſe two armies were come the one in face of the other, the remem- 


brance and loue to their common countrie altered their mindes in uch ſort, that 


they diſarmed themſclues, and each embraced other as friends. Then went the 
Prtice of Orenge.and the Earle of Comminges to the Duke, and recouer- 
ed his fauour and the gouernment : by meanes wherefore all the ſtorme fell 
vppon- Peter: Landois alone, whom: when the nobles knew to bee within the 
cafiel, with one conſent they went thither,, being fully reſolved to ſeize vppon 
himchough he were in the Dukes armes: Then one whom borhthe nobility and 
commonskad by common conſent choſen'their new Chauncellor, by their con- 
fraint fpake tothe Duke ; and adnertiſed him thas without the delivery of Pecer 
the eetmult could not beappeaſed , againſt whom they would proceede onely by 
v3der of lawe, without executing any thing vppon him before his cauſe were 

Th eelded into their hands,& preſently 
riſoned, and ] 


falhions fakeexamined:many hainous crimes were obieted 
bd eginl 


1486. 
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againſt him. To conclude, hee was condemned and hanged before the Duke 
knew his cauſeto betried, who was purpoſed to haue granted him his pardon, 
howſoeuer law proceeded againſt him : for the preuenting whereof the executi- 
on was haſtened. But this fat of the nobilitie ( which the Duke accounted asa 
moſt hainous iniurie doneto himſelfe) made them ten times more odious to the 
Duke then they were before. The Duke createda new Chauncellor,and to make 
head againſt his nobles,receiued very curteouſly the Duke of Orleans, whoabour 
this preſent fled to him out of Fraunce with a great company of his partakers : 


which when the faid nobles of Britaine ſaw, they were greatly aſtonied, and fled 


for teare the ſecond time into Fraunce, where the King ( meaning to make warre 
vpon the Duke of Britaine, for receiuing the Duke of Orleans or fled from 
him) welcommed them, and entred into kague with them , as in theend ofthe 
laſt chapter you haue heard. Thereport wentthat the Duke of Orleans had a 
plot in his head to diuorce himſelfe from the Lady 71anethe Kings lifter, as forced 
vpon himagainſt his will by King Zews x 1. and to marrie with 4 »#e the Duke 
of Britaineseldeſt daughter and heire, the hope whereof was the cauſe of this his 
voiage into Britaine : but the ſelfe ſame hope entertained alſo Monſeur d' Alebrer, 
anddrew him ro the Duke of Britaines part,the rather becauſe hee had receiued 
aſſurance ofthe marriage in writing, vnder the hands of all the noble men that 
wereabout the ſaid Duke of Britaine, ſaue of the Duke of Orleans alone. 


Cap. 4. Of the warre the King made in Britaine, and of the Earle of 
Dunois ambaſ/age to the King for peace. 


= = He only care ofthe baniſhed nobles of Britain was to returne 
=" \g, and remaine in ſafety in their country , and the Kings onely 
a delire wasto be reuenged of the Duke of Britaine for recet- 
uing the Duke of Orleans. Vherefore the King, as before is 
M (aid, entred into league with theſe nobles, and in their fauour 
levied anarmie, and began war vponthe Duke of Britaine io 
* the yeere 1486. This armie inuaded Britainethree ſcucrall 
waies; for the Lord of Saint Andre with fower hundred launces,and hue or fixe 
thouſand footemen entred on one (ide; the Earle of Montpenfier with a great 
band vpon another ſide, and Zews of Trimouille, Vicount of Touars, (who had 
married Gabriell of Bourbon the ſaid Earle of Montpenſiers {ifter) vpon the third, 
in ſuch ſort that the countrie of Britaine was couered with French ſoldiers, with 
whom alſo the Barons of Britaine aboue mentioned, were ioined,who cauſed di- 
verscaſtels in Britaine to bee” yeelded to rhe Kings armie by chofe that were of 
theirfation : whereat the D, of Britaine was greatly aftonied. Burt the Duke of 
Orleans, the Earle of Dunois, and the Earle of Comminges being with him 
comforted him, and vnder colour of a marriageto be ms Sa————s the Lady 
Anne the Duke of Britaines eldeſt daughter and the Lord of Alebret, who had a 
hundred launces vnder his charge, and wasableto leuie great forces of footemen 
in Gaſcoine and Guienne, where he was mighty and of goodly revenues, the Ea- 
rle of Dunois wan the ſaid Lord of Alebret to ioine with them: who preſently 
forſooke the Kings ſeruice, and tooke part with them accordingly : yet that 
notwithſtanding the Duke of Britaine leauing Nantes in the hands of his coſin 
the Prince of Orenge, retired himfelfe to the caftell of Maleſtroit , being 2 
ſtrong place, where hee kuied an armieof fixe hundred launces , and 16000. 


footmen to ſuccour Ploermel (diftantthree or fower | cagues from Maleftroit) 


which 
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which the Kings armie then beſieged. Burt as this B ritaine armie marched thi- 
therward, one ofthe company brake foorth into theſe ſpeeches, and asked what 
this war meant, and what was theend thereof, alleaging chat cheir D. was who- 
y gouerned by the'French, and that the French made the Briraines at their plea- 
re revenge Frehch quarrels vpon the French : wheretore hee.perſwaded them 
roreturne home to their wiuesand children, and not to {pend their liues for 0- 
ther mens quarrels. & how > all rhe armie diſparkled;'andreturned home + 
by meanes whereofPlocrmel| {eeing no hope of fuccours'yeelded by compoliti- 
on, and yet notwititanding was ſpoiled, and the rich men-raken priſoners, and 
put toraunſome. The Dukes of Britaine and Orleans, and the other Lords thar 
were with them at Malleftroit, being aduertiſed of the departure of their armie, 
and of the taking of Ploermel, went to Veanes vpon Whitſon euen being the 
yeere 1487. whitherthe Kings army (0 ſpeedily followed them,that hardly they 
eſcaped by ſea, and went to Croilick, and from thence by theriuer of Loireto 
Nantes, being conſtrained to leauepart of their carriage in the faid rown of Ven- 
nes, which preſently after their departure yeelded without any reſiſtance. Fur- 
ther, not long after the:taking of chis rowne; the French ina skirmilh at a place 
called loue betweene Chaſteaubrian and Naates, defeated a great band ot Bri- 
taines, led by Amasby of la Moſfay cowards Nantes, at the which time the King 
in perſon lay at Ancenix. Afterthe taking of Vennes, theKingsar my marched 
to Nantes,& laid the liege befare the towne the 19, day of lunein the ſaid yeere 
1437. Within the towne werethe Duke ot Britaine and his two daughters Anne 
and //abell, the D. of Orleans, the Prince of Orenge, the Lady of Lauall and of 
Chaſteaubrian; the Bilbop uf Nantes called dawChaffault, a man of holy lite, the 
Earle of Comminges,and diuers other Lords:all rhe which diſlodged out ofthe 
caſtell,and lodged 1nthe rowne- And becauſe the company had ſome ieloulicof 
the faid Biſhop-of Nantes, andzhe Lady of Lauall that they were not thorough- 
ly to betruſted : they were put in garde into cetraine of the townes mens hands. 
At this ſiege wereten thouſand French men, and great ſtore of artillerie , where- 
with the wals, towers, ahd vantmurts of the caſtell and rowne were throughly 


| battered ; bur they without were as well plied by them within, both with (hor 


and with ſalies of valiant men, wheremany a goodly feate of armes was done, 
both on the oneſide and the orher. Further, you ſhall vnderſtand, that the Earle 
of Dunois being in baſe Britaine ghere toembarke towards England to have aide 
from thence, & perceiuingthazche winde would nor ſuffer him ſo to do, brought 
with him-to ſuccour the towneof Nantes above fiftic thouſand of the commons 
of Britaine , which the French ſuffered to paſle, ſuppoſing them notto bemen of 
ſeraice. Bucthe K. ſeeing the extreame heate of the weather, and perceiuing thar 
he could do no good before the towne, leuied his (iege the (ixt day of Auguſt, & 
departed. Then marched the Kipgs armie before the towne of Dolle, which 
they tooke withour reliſtance apdſpoiled, and allthe Britaines and ſoldiers that 
were within it were taken priſoners. Further, the Kings armie ſpoiled all the 
countrie, {Jue the ———_— draue away their.catrell. Bur the Marſhall of Rieux 
and the greateſt part ofthe baniſhed nobles of -Briraine that were in the Kings 
ſervice, lamenting the miſerable. eſtate of their countrie 3 waxed wearie of the 
warrs, andalleaged that their leagyewith the King was onely to this ende , that 
they might recouer their countrey ,- and the French that lived in Britane 
be conſtrained to returne home into theirs. Wherefore ſeeing the French nobles 
being in Britaine, proteſted, that they would willingly returne home if the 


King would pardon;heir departureto the Duke;zand thatthe Duke onthe ner 
| X 2 Ge, 


I 487. 


232 A SVPPLY OF THE! 


fide, with the conſent of all his ſubies, had offered theſe baniſhed nobles of Bri. 
raine pardanc, and reſtitution toalltheir goods and\ands, they: ſaw no cauſe why 
the warsſhould endure, bur that each party ſhouildrerurnehome in peace': bur 
the French, anddiuers alſo ofthe Briraines thernſelues were:lirtle;mbeved with 
theſe allegations. Wherefore the ſaid Marſhall being Lord of Ancenix,atowne- 
very commodious for the maintenance of tte 'Kings wars ,'and the which { noc 
wichſtanding that he held ic for the King) he had: manned With' his ownetenants 
and (eruants: yeelded theplace tothe Duke of Bricaine, and fware the towneſ- 
mento betruc to him. And Further{before the fame ot his reuolt was fpred a- 
broade, he went with a great company to Chaſteaubrian,yehich was alſo held for 
the King, and being recetued into the rowne as a friend; he placed a garriſon of bis 
owne ſoldiers in it, and baniſhed altthat refuſed'to returne tothe obedience of the 
jo» begin Duke. From thencehe went and laid the fiegebetore Vennes the25.day.of Fre- 
Jeere «1 2%” bruary,which was held by the French vnder che gouernment of Gilbert of Graflay, 
yerres day heere | - . - | . 
{e:ns, and Philip of Moulins valiant captaines, who'yeelded the'place by compoſition 
1 488. thethirdday of March following. - 2 9" | | 

On the other ſidethe Kings armiefleptnot: for Ancenix:they rookeby aſſaulr, 
and raſed the wals, towers, and houſes by the Kings commandement, fo that one 
ſtone was not left vpon another, which the King did inſpire ofthe Marſhall of Ri- 
eux, whoſe the towne was, and whowas newly'reaolred from+bhim as you haue 
heard. Chaſteaubrian was alſo recovered bythe Kings forces, and the.caſtell ra- 
ſed. From thence the Kings army matched to! Botgieres, being a fronticr'towne 
ſtrong and of good reſiſtance, andlaid the fiege betorethe place , wherenpon the 
Duke of Britaine being ſtroken with.a new feare, determined to ſend. the Earle of 
Dunois in ambaſſagetothe King, whereof hereafter you ſhall heare. 

Abourthis time ao inthe beginningoÞ the yeere 1488. the Lord of Albrec 
who long had beene reſident inthe Court of Spare,” came'by'ſea and landed in 
baſe Britaine with fower thouſand men of war : Hismen wenttoRennes, but him- 
ſelfe to Nantes tothe Duke of Britaine, where athisfirſt comming he demanded 
to haue the marriage berweene him and the Eady amnethe Dukes cldeſt daugh- 
ter acc otmpliſhed. But the ſaid Lady would not conſent thereunto,, greatly toher 
fathers diſcontentation, who knew'nothing hit ſhe had caſt her phanſte vpon the 
Duke of Orleans, by the practife and perſwaſion&fthe Earle of Dunois. For the 
which cauſe the ſaid Earle of Dunois (to ſaue his honor ) endeuored ro wirhdraw 
hisſeale giuen for the accompliſhment of the'ſaid marriage, being inthe hands 
of the Lady Zava{(iſterto the ſaid Alebret, among the ſeales of all the other Bri- 
raine Lords: which alſo in the end very cunningly he brought topaſle. For he gaue 
the ſaid Lady to vnderſtand that this mariage could neuerbe accompliſhed with- 
out the Duke of Britaines ſeale could be obrained, whereuntohe ( as he ſaid) had 
mooued the Duke, whoſe anſwerewasthathe could willingly giue his ſeale, pro- 
uided that the inſtrument that he ſhould ſeale,were written Word for word by that 
which the Earle of Dunois, had already ſealed wherefore if ſhe would cauſe his 
writing to be delivered to him, he would make his ſecretarie to write that which 
ſhould bepreſcnted to the Duke, word for word by his, and to get the Dukes ſcale 
coit. Ehe Lady of Lauall ſuppoſing that he hat&ieanr good faith, delivered him 
the writing, which afterward he never reſtored for oreſcinly after ( as you ſhall 
now heare,) he was ſent with certaine lawyers in Ambaſſage to Angiers tothe 
King, to vnderſtand what the King demandedih the Duchy of Britaine, and why 
he deſtroyed the caſtels and rownes thereof. By | | 

The Duke of Bricaine as aboue is mentioned, being in great feare when he _ 

| the 
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the Kings army before Fougiers, ſent the Earle of Dunois with the conſent of 
his Nobles inambaſlage to Angiersro the King, The ſaid Earle in his iqurney 
thitherward,ſo preached in all places.the grearcommoditics that concord and 
peace bring with them, that all meriseyes were fixed vypon him, When he came 
co the King being eightcene yeeresvtage, he.vergeloquently pleaded the cauſe 
of the Duke of Britaine,and of the other French Noble men that were retired to 
him, alleadging that the Duke being wornie with yeares, conſumed wittcgtiſeas 
ſes, hauing buried his wite, being deſtitute of iſuemale, his eldeſt daughrerbe- 
ing hardly 12.yearcsof age,and his yonger lefle3. and laftly, .being torfaken. © 
his Nobility for the hatred they bare to Feter Lavapu and 10t foranYpuil defert 
of his owne; began to languiſtin ſorrow and griefe:for the which caule the no- 
ble men of France thatwere ot kinandalliedto;him; -being moued- with'' very 
naturall affetion,wereretired ro him to comfort bir in this Jiftreſſe. Among 
whom,nonewere nearerity him(his owne children excepredthan the Ditke of 
Orleans and the Prince of Orenge.the one beingrthis: vacles :fohne; the other; þts 
ſilters,and tharr heſe and others his neare kinſemen, were yetwitli bito ontly 0 
this end; adding, thar the Duke was not to beaccuſed; becauſe be forbud;them 
nor his countries, when they cameto-comfort him in his mileries,' or: for 
comming torelieue himin his diſtreſſe. But quoth he, irwillbeeqbieAted rhat 
there are beſides theſe, diners others with him of the Nobility af France, : that 
haue levied war againſt the King 2hurt what war? Forſootb,as the. Brizaines mars 
ched with force to leuy the (iege of Ploermel, being aduerriſed, ,thas they could 
not ſo dowithouta battellwith the French:thereuerence they bateto thekings 
Maieſty was ſuch,that willingly they gaveplaceand forbardto fight,and rather 
ſaffered their towns to be rakenand/{poiled, than they 'wouldencounter with 
the Kings troupes. Further,fo ſoohe as the'Duke vnderftood the Kings delireto 
be,that the baniſhed Nobles of Britaine ſhould returnehome; be forthwith re+ 
ceiued them into his fauour,and reſtored them to their former eſtate. What of- 
fence then(faid he)hath the Duke made? What cauſe or war againit him? | ruly 
none. Buton the contrary ſide many cauſes of commileration, and many <ai- 
ſes why the King ſhould grant the Duke of Britaine peace. This was the effet 
ofthe ſpeech he was commanded (as he faid) to deliner to the King, which 
charge he would not hauetaken vpon him, but that he knewthe Duke of Bri- 
eaine to carry a minde ſingularly well affefted to the Kings Maieſtie, and: the 
French Nobles that were in Britaine to be the'K ings devout feruants.and'-Sub» 
ieftes, and ready to ſhed their bloud in the defence of him and his eſtate. This 
the Earles ſpeech moued the King toenclineto peace, whereof the treaty was 
already begun,when the ſudden report ofa battell whereof you ſhall now heare 
as ſuddenly breake it off, "= | xarstC 0 Lins 
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Cap.5. Of the battell of Saint Albin, wherein the Duke of Orleans was taken 
priſoner, of the treaty of peace betweene the King and 
the Duke of Britame and of the ſaid Duke 
. of Britaines death. 


« | ow. 
oo 


ſtill, notwithſtanding the Earle of Dunois ambaſlage in 
| ſuch ſort. that the towne began to bee greatly diltreſſed: 
f wherefore the Duke of Orleans and the reſt ot the Noble 


K-45 J Ou haue heard ofthe ſiege of Fougicres, which endured 
| 
JR] men of Bricaine fearing the loſſe of the rowne, departed 
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A ——) A from Nants,and went tothe Rennes; where they aflera- 
mY EN bled their forces to leuy the ſiege. Their men of armes 
- were fower hundred, and their footmen of their owne 
countries twelue thouſand,as ſome write; as others, but eight thouſand, beſides 
three hundred Engliſh men, and eight hundred Swiſlers, and of artillery they 
had great plenty. Then in very order they encampedabroad inthe fields. 
The namesofthe Noble men of the army were theſe the Duke of Orleans, the 
Lord of Alebret, the Marſhall of Ricux, the Lord of Chaſteaubrian, the Lord 
Scales an Engliſhman,the Lord of Leon, the Lord of Rohans eldeſt ſonne, the 
Lord of Crenetres, the Lord of Pont 1' Abbe,the Lord of Plefhs,the Lord of Ba- 
lynes,the Lord of Montigny, the Lord of Monet : all the which Lords with 
their companies, and whole forces encamped at a village called Andaville, the 
wedneſday being the 23.of luly, the yeare, 1 488 .aboue mentioned inthe nighr 
there was an Alarme among the Gaſconies, whereof it was feared ſome quarrell 
would haue growne betweene the Duke of Orleans,and the Lord of Alebret, 
burthe matter was ſoone pacified. In the mean time came newes to theſe Lords 
at the ſaid village of Andouille the faturday the ſixe and twenty of the ſayde 
moneth of July, that the French had taken Fougiers by compoſition, with 
theſe conditions,that the ſoldiers ſhould depart in fafery with bag and baggage: 
vpon which newcs the Britaines army determined to march to S. Albin,hoping 
calilyto take therowne, becauſe the French garrifon within it was but ſmall,and 
thatinthe meane timethe ſouldiers that were departed out of Fougiers ſhould 
ioyne with them,and increaſe their forces. On the other (ide the French army 
marched alſo towards Saint Albin meaning to be there beforethe Britaines; bue 
it ſo fell out that neither ofthem entered the towne, becauſe before they came 
thicher they metand fought. For you ſhall vnderſtand that the ſame 74 erday 
that the Britaines receiyed newes ofthe taking of Fougiers, they marched toa 
village called Orenge two leagues from Saint Albin,where they were aduertiſed 
that the K. Army marched againſt them witha ful reſolution to fight with them 

The Sunday morning the Britaines conſulted ofthe order of their barrell, & 
becauſe the footmen wereiealous of the French horſemen that were in their 
campe,and namely ofthe Duke of Orleans himſelfe : it was thought good thar 
he and the Prince of Orenge ſhould leave their horſes, and put themſelues on 
foote in the battell among the Swiſlers, and ſo they did. The vaward was led 
by the Marſhall of Rieux, the battell by the Lord of Alebret, and the rereward 
by the Lord of Chaſteaubrian : vpon one of their wings was placed their artille- 

and their carriage. And the moretoterrifie the French with the great num- 
ber of Engliſhmen, whereas there were in truth but three hundred Engliſh- 


men lead by the Lord Talbot, ſeuenteene hundred Britaine fooremen _ 
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ioyned to them,armed with iacks and red croſſes Engliſh like : and the monday 
morning they ranged themſelues in battell in this order aboue rehearſed, heard 
by a groue of wood attending the French army. The Kings army(whereotma- 
ſer Lews of Trimouille Vicount of Touars, being fiue or lixandtwenty yceres 
of age, was general, ) departed out of Fougieres with a ful reſolution _— 
with the Bricaines. The vaward wasled by Adriande Hoſpital, and Gabriel of 
Montfalzois ; beforethe which, ten or twelue valiant French knights aduanced 
themſcluesco diſcouer the Britaines ations, whoſe good order when they had 
viewed,they retyredto their company,andrthen being in troupeall cloſe joined 
rogether,approched the Britaines army, thearrtillery in the meanetime playing 
on both ſides, and greatly endamaging both the parties. The French marched 
very couragiouſly, and charged the Britaines vaward, where the Marſhal of Ri- 
eux valiantly receiued them, and acquit himſelfe ſo well, both heand his compa- 
ny,that the Frencbleft the vaward, and marched ftraight vpon the Bricains bat- 
rell, where the Britaine horſemen recoiled by meanes whereof their rereward 
being difcouraged fled. Then the French purſued them,and (lue al the foormen 
they could ouertake : which diſorder when the Brictaine vaward perceiued,they 
alſo diſparkled and ſought to ſauethemſelues. To conclude, the French obtained 
the victory, and{lucall thoſethar bare the red croſle, ſuppoſing them all ro be 
Engliſhmen, together with twelue orthirteene hundred Britaines,as well horſe- 
men as foormen. The Duke of Orleance was taken by the footmen, and likewiſe 
the PrinceofOrenge, who had pulled away his blacke croſſe from him, and had 
laid himſelfe flat vpon the ground among the dead bodies, faining himſelfe ro be 
{laine; but he was known by a French archer,and both he and the Duke of Or- 
leans led priſoners to Saint Albin vnder ſure guard. The Lord of Alebrer ſecing 
all ouerthrowne, fled away and eſcaped. The Marſhall of Rieux alſo ſaued him- 
ſelfe, and retired ro Dinan. The Lord of Leon,the Lord ds Pom 4bbe,the Lord 
of Mortfort, and divers other noble men of Britaine were {laine ; and of other 
ſouldiersrothe number of ſixe thouſand : of the Kings part was llaine James Ga- 
leota valiant and renowned captaine, and to the number ofa thouſand or twelue 
hungred common ſouldiers. This battell was fought vpon monday the 28.0t 
luly the yeere 1488. Soone after the Duke of Orleans was led to the caſtle of Lu- 
zignen,and from thence to Poitiers, where he remained a certaine ſpace, and 
laſtly co the great towne of Bourges. 

he ſecond day afterthe batrel,the Lord of Trimouille ſent certain heralts to 
Rennesto ſummon thetowneto yeeld to the King : who after conſultation had 
anſwered the faid heraults, that the King had no right to the rowne, and that 
wrongfully and without cauſe he made wat vpon the country of Britain, &thar 
notwithſtanding his greatarmy, could not ouerrunne the countrey as he ho- 
ped : for God who defended the Britaines right, was ablero doe as much to him 
as be did to King /9þn before Poitiers, and to King Phrizp of Valois at.Crecy : 
adding further,thatthey would not yeeld the Towne, and that if Monlieur de is 
Trimexelle came thither he ſhould find forty thouſand menin the rowne, wherof 
twenty thouſand were men of defence.. This anſwer was reported to the ſaid Tri- 
moville who ſtayed along while without replying one word thereuntofand atter- 
wards by the G me heraulrs aduertiſed the King thereof being at Angiers. Wher- 
upon the King aſſembled his Councell to determine what was to be donein this 
caſe.Some, yea almoſt all were of opinion that the rowne ſhould be belieged: bur 
Maſter Male of Rochfort Chauncellor of France held the contrary opinion, 


grounding himſelte vpon the Kings tirtle to the (aid Duchy of Britaine, which 
was 
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was ſaid to grow by mcanes ofa certaine conveiance.that Maſter 1obn of Broſſe 
Lard-of:Bouflac 'busband to:dawe Nicole of Britaine, daughter and heirero 
Charles ot Blojs,karleof Ponthicure, had-madeto the Kings anceſtors, together 
withdinersothertitles, which were not y@ proned goed :: addig;; tharif rhe 
King had no right chereunto, 4r {hould be a damnabltand a'tyrannousatt to 
vlurpeandther manscountrey thar appertained notro-him. Wheretorehis ad- 
uice. was. tharaccarding to the requeſt of rhe Ambaſſadors of Britaine .being ar 
Angiers, 'certaine' grauo and earned menſhopld be appointed toexamine the 
right of both {ides, This opinion tooke place,and according thereuntorthe king 
agreed with che ambaſſadors of Britaine, that both heand the Duke would ap- 
point ſame graue men of their Councel), who {hould-meet in ſome indifferent 
towne, with the Charters and writings af hath {ides, to determine in-conſcience 
ro whom the ſaid Duchy appertained, and tbat in the meanetimethe King 
ſhould hold all the-places in the ſaid Duchy, that already he poſſeſſed. The duke 
of Britaine liked this agrrement well, and becauſe the plague was vehement at 
Nantes,he departed thence with bis two daughters,the Lady of Lanal,the Lord 
of Alebret,tbe Earle of Dunoys,the Marthal of Rieux,the Earle of Comminges, 
and divers other Lords, to Coiron vpon the Riuer of Loyre three leauges be- 
neattt Nantes, where ſooneafter namely vpon Wedneſday the ſeuenth of Sep- 
tember inthe ſame ycere 1488.heended hislite thorow a lickenes which be got 
by afall, leaning the gouernement both ofhis Duchy of Britaine,and of his ewo 
daughterstothe Marſhall of Rieux, to whom he appointed the Earle of Com- 
minges for aſſiſtant. His body was carried to Nantes and buried in the Church 


of the Carmelites. 


Chap. 6. Of the Kings mariage with the Lady Anne of Brit aine, whereby Britaine 
was onited tothe Crowne of France, | | 


Þ.\ 2 Oone after the Duke of Britaines death, dicd alſo 1/abell his 
>/@> yonger daughter, by reaſon whereof the. Lady Anne re- 
1? maincd his ſole heire :about whoſe marriage the nobles of 
Britaine, fell at great variance, for part of them inclined to 

$4 the Lord of Alebret, a great Lord in Guinne, who alſo as it 
D & was reported, ( but falſly) was contracted to this young 

2L) 7x Princeſſe with the Duke her fathers confent, but the day 
| before the Duke died; but this fation was ſoone danted,be- 
cauſe the young Lady her ſelfe vtterly refuſed this match : part onely fauoured 
and ſurthered Maximilian the Emperor Fredericks lonne,alleagiug that he would 
not anely bea protector of the liberty oftheir country, but alſo a ſtrong rampier 
againſt all French attempts. Neither was the King of France ignorant of this 
rreaty,but knew right well that ambaſſadors had paſſed to and ſro between Max- 
imili:nand them, fo far toorth that the ſaid Maxim ilian ſuppoling all matters to 
be throughly concluded and agreed on, beganne ro embrace all Britaine in his 
mind, and thought no enterpriſe too high for him if to. his Jow low countries ob- 
rained by his firſt mariage, he conld now toinethe Duchy of Britaine by his ſe- 
cond.Great conſultation was had in France how to repulſe this terrible ſtorme, 
but Aaximilians owne {lackneſſe moſt furthered their deviſes. The Kings Coun- 
cell inthe cnd refolued that the King ſhould refuſe his wite being Maximilians 
daughter, and ſecke with all expedition the mariage of the Lady Anne of Bri- 
taine, alleaging that the neighbourhood of fo mighty a Prince as Aaximulian 
was 
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was,could not be but dangerousto his eſtate, of whom he could hope for no- 
rhing bur diſſembled friendſhip preſently,and aflured war intime to come; con- 
ſidering that the ſaid Maximilian torgetting already his league and affinity with 
the King,ſtirred vp continually one waratteranocher againit him, and by that 
meanes profeſſed himſelte an open enemy to him and his realme. Whertore am- 
baſſadors were preſently ſent to treat of this mariage,with the Lad y Anne. She 
arthe firſt wondered atthemarter,and alleadgedrhar ſhe had giuen her faith to 
Aaximilian,which ſhe might not breake:and turrher,thar ſhe had bcen ſolerhnly 
married to him{(according to the accuſtomed manner of Princes)by Wolfgangus 
Poleme of Auſtrich his proctor, purpoſely ſent by him into Britaine to thitend, 
But the Lady of Laual and other noble women ot Britaine, whoſe compayy and 
familiarity this yoong Princes vied and greatly'delighred- ini, being corgupted 
with French rewards and promiſes, perſwaded her that this French match thold 
be molt for her ſafety and aduancement;alleadging that if the married with 2/ax- 
imilian he (hould hardly be able ro detend Britaine, whereof already they had 

good proote,conlidering that he had euer diſappointed them of the ſucconrs he 

had promiſed ro ſend them. And as touching her {cruple ot conſcience; they ſaid 

that the Pope who had power ouer all lawes Ecclelialticall, would-calily bee 

brought to diſpence therewith, rhe rather becauſe this match ſhould . be belt for 

her faftey,and for the preſervation of her eſtate. The yong Princefle though (he 

were ofa lingular wit and rare vertues, yet being vanquiſhed by theſe 'per{wali- 

ons,yeelded to their requelt,and delivered both:her felfe and her country into 

the Kings hands,and ſoone after was the mariage ſolemnly accompliſhed to the 

great reioicing of the French. And thus receiued Britainethe French yoake, to 

the great griete of all the ſubiefts, who delired to be'/gouerned by a particular 

Duke of their owne,as they had euer been in times paſt. 

Not long after this mariage,the Earle of Dunois who had been the principall 
inſtrument of the peace, and a great fturtherer of the mariage, and chereby 
throughly reconciled tothe King ſuddenly died,as he was on horſeback for want 
of meat as it was ſaid. hen the King had ſer all things in good order in Britain, 
he returned into Fraunceand appointed that rhe Lady Margaret of Flaunders 
ſhould remaine,accompanied with the Princes of Tarente in the caſtell of Melun 
ypon the riuer of Seine. 

Maximilian was forewarned of all theſe French pradtiſes, and ſeemed to make 
no account of them; bat when he perceiued this marriage to be accomplithed, it 
doubled his hatred againl(t the King,ſo far foorth,that he openly railed vpon him 
and vowed himſelfe to deſtroy Fraunce with fire and ſword, and preſently inua- 
ded Picardy.But the Lord of Cordes gouernor thercof,made head againſt him, 
and valiantly defended the country,to his owne honor and the pyofit of France. 
Further, Maximilian meaning a thorow reuenge vpon this realme, ſtirred vp the 
Engliſh men the ancient enemies ofthe crowne to paſſe into France, promiling 
them great aide both of men and money out of his dominions. Wherefore I will 
here ſpeake a word or two of theaffaires of England,becauſe the Engliſhmen are 
T—_ neighbors,and both in peaceand war hauecuer to doe with vs, and w* 
with them, 
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Chap. 7. Ofthetreubles in Englend,and how the King of England paſſed the ſea,and 
a Pr oragir > wenar oa digriee Lfer; rag. pr ron 
ſurpriſug of Arras and Saint Omers by the 


King of Romaines men. 


D Ing Edward the fourth, the ſame that met with King Zews 
# theeleuenthat Picquigny,dying in the yeere 1483. lett be- 
/ (S&- hind him two ſonnes being very yoong, and diucrs daugh- 

af .vS ters,the gouernment ofthe which ſonnes together with rhe 
& rcalme was committed to the Duke of Glocelter King &4- 
\) wards brother:but he moſt vnnaturally murthered his two 
> nephewes, ſlew thoſe ofthe nobility that he thought would 
impugne his proceedings, and viurped thecrowne. In the 
end the Duke of Buckingham who.had raken part with the Duke: of Gloceſter, 
(who intituled bimſelfe King &ichard)in all his aQttons fell at variance with him, 
and ſolicited Henry Earle of Richmond that had lived many yeeres in Britaine as 
a baniſhed manzto paſſe oner into England, promiſing him a great army to ioine 


* with him {o ſoone as be ſhould be landed. The Earle communicated this matter 


with Peter Landoi,who wholly at that time gouerned che Duke of Bricaine. T he 
faid Zandos hoping thar the Earle if by his meanes he obtained the realme of 
England, would give him aide to revenge him of his enemies; perſwaded the 
Duke of Britaineto ſuccour him in his enterpriſe, who turniſhed him ot three 
great ſhips well manned with ſoldicrs,which rooke ſea and failed rowards Eng- 
land: but when they were ready to land,the Earle was aduertiſed that the Duke 
of Buckingham was beheaded, his army defeated,and all his faction overthrown, 
and that King R'chardlay with a great army vpon the ſea coaſt attending his lan- 
ding. Vpon which newes the Earle of Richmond returned, thinking to recouer 
the coaſt of Britaine from whence he was departed, but tempeſt draue him vpon 
the coaſt of Normandy, where he was forced to take land. T he Lady of Beauien 
being aduertiſed thereof, ſent vnto him,defiring him to come to ſpeake with the 
King,and fo hedid.The King curteouſty receiued him,and entertained bim wel. 
Afterward he returned to Vannes in Britaine there to remaine as before, atten- 
ding ſome better opportunity.Bur Peter Landes ſeeing himlelfe diſappointed of 
his purpoſe,altered his mind,and practiſed with King &ichardto deliver the Earle 
of Richmond into his hands:who being aduertiſed thereof, ynder colour of go- 
ing a hauking one morning with ten or ewelue horſes fled into France to King 
Charles,who not long after furniſhed the Earle of ſhips, and a good number of 
ſoldiers toaccompany him into England, whereby the helpe of the Frenchand 
ofdiuers of his owne kinſmen, who had called him into England and tooke part 
with him,he {lew King #ichardin the field, and was bimſelte crowned King in his 
_ good turne of King Chazles togither with the deſire the King ot Eng- 
and had to liuequietly at home in his country,and to gather wealth, was the 
cauſethar King Henry during all the wars and troubles in Britaine aboue men- 
tioned, had nor paſſed his forces into France:notwithſtanding that he had been 
often carneſtly ſollicited thereunto,both by the Duke of Britaine, and the Earle 
of Dunois and others ofthat faRtion. For ordinarily when any troubles ariſe in 
France,our neighbors,eſpecially the Engliſhmen, within a yeere are bidden to 
the banquer,and ſo was King Hermry invited, and had come long ago, iftherea- 
ſonsabouerchearſed together with ſome other reſpeRs, namely feare of _— 
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ficall troubles had nor ſtaied himat home. | 

But notwithſtanding the King ot Englands backwardnes heretofore to inuade 
France: yet in the yeere 1 490. partly by the earneſt ſolicitation of Maximilian, 
who promiſed him great aide in his'wars, and yet performed nothing : partly 
20 content his owne people, who began to account hum as too much afftetionate 
to the French in that he had ſuffered them to the great preiudice ofthe realme 
of England, to vnite to the Crowne of France the Dutchie of Britaine : he paſſed 
ouer his army toCalice,and from thence marched and laidehis ſiege before Bo- 
loine, whithet the Lord of Cordes and the baſtard of Cardonne Caprtaine of Ar- 
ras,with a (mall army went to makereliſtance. Further, the King leuied his forces 
to ſuccour the place,but becauſe his army proceeded but (lowly torward : the 
i de Cordes and Cardonne rooke vpon them the defetice of the towne. This 
fiege was nothing hot, for the which cayſe a heraule was ſent inco the Engliſh 
campe to treat of peace;from the which King Henry ſeemed nothing ſtrange as 
well for the affettion that he bare to the King,who had aided him to obtaine the 
realme of Englandzas alſo for that he feated {edition at home, and durſt not long 
be abſent out of his realme, becquſe Maximilian had broken promiſe with him, 
and laſtly becauſe he hoped by this peace to receive ofthe King a great ſummeof 
money,which he loned as well 3 ny Prince in his time. De Cordes finding the 
King of Englands inclination to peace, went and communed with him in his 
campe,his demands were, firſt a gear fumme of money thar he ſaid he had lent 
the late Duke of Britaine : ard andarity, rhat the King ſhould defrayallthe 
charges that he had been atin theſe wars. All che which the King yeelded vnto, 
and order was giuen tharthe King of Efigland ſhould yeerly receiuea certaine 
famme of money,till all the ſuntmies by-him demanded were cleerly paid and dil- 
charged, and thns returned cheKifigof England home: 

In the meane-while de Cordes mired \OuhHonpe were at Bolloin treating with the 
King of Enigland:the Citizefs of Arras knowing the gatriſon within the rowne 
to be bit weake, prattiſed td yeeld it ihto Adaximulians hands, who ſent certaine 
bands thither,the which in great diligenceapproched neere to the towne. When 
all things werein areadines, aft the gates being ſo negligently guarded, that the 
traitors with their cotitterfeited keies had opened them, they began a ſong, 
whereby they willed the enemies to make haſte, who preſently repaired tothe 
gates,andwere received into thetowne.Paul Carguelenam a Briton, gouernour of 
the rowne in rhe abſence ofrhe baſtard of Gardonne, at the eriemies firſt entry 
retired himſelX withhis ſoldiers into the caſtelbut fearing lealt ic ſhould be ta- 
ken by aſſaulr,he ſovne abandoned it,greatly to his reprochrforif he had held ie 
bur till thenexr day;thutts French bands had come thither to his reliefe; The 
towne was ſpolled,and many flaine; neither were the Churches ſpared tier the 
traicors houſes?Theauthor ofthis treaſon-wana poore ſmith that dwelled vpon 
the rowriewall,and had beentheonly man-thar was ſuffered to retnainein the 
towne by Lewir the denenth; when he tranſported the townes men as a colonie 
into France.CarquelalaMt the gouernor, when the rowne was ſurpriſed lay faſt a 
fleepe, drowned trdtitvfeind good cheete ns it is faid. Therowhe was ſpoiled by 
the ſoldiers bectrſ©#lanitien wits behind with then for certaine moneths pay. 
Saint Omers was alſo takttrat the fame'time, though ſome refer it ro another 
time, but whenfoeverit was tuk&f this is mioft certaine thatthe negligence ofthe 
watch was the loſſe ther&f.Forthe enemies being led by George Dabecfin made 
ſhew at their firſt comming before the rowne;as though they would hane ſcaled 
rac which time the French ſoldiers wet ready to ichſtand them vpoh - 
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wals,being ſtrong and very defenſible both by Nature and by Arte:wherenpog 


-the enemies vnder pretence of teare,retired into their campe; yea and further, 


when the French iflued foorth ro skirmilh with them, they ever retired faining 
the like teare, which difÞhmwlation they vied by the ſpace of eight daies, and by 
this their pollicy,cauſed the French to remit much of their accuſtomed induſtry 
and diligence; which when the Burgundians and Almaines perceiued, they with 
greatexpedition reared ladders againſt the wals and bulwarks of thetown, which 
they calily entered,that watch being faſt aſleepe,and in ſome place no watch ar 
all. Then brake they open the gates, ſlew the French ſoldiers and the citizens, 
and ſo became Malters ofthe rowne. , 
At the ſametime was Amiens alſo attempted by the Burgundians in the night, 
and lixe to haue been ſurpriſed by the like negligence ofthe watch: but Katherine 
de Liques (a woman of manlike courage) awaked the watch out of their dead 
ſleep, by meanes whereofthealarme was ſounded,and all the townaroſe inarms, 
and part went to defend the wals,and the reſt iſſued foorth and skirmiſhed, and 
putto flight Maximilians bands, who plainly conteſſed that the diligence and 
induſtry ofone woman had wroong the vittory out of their hands. ' 


| Chap.. of thereſtitution of the Counties Renfillon and Parpignan to the King 0 
4 Spaine of the —_ Fredericks j 46 the peace rt. the King _ 
of Romaines and the Kingand of the Duke of 
Orleans delinery ont of Ftoſon. 


i Bc Erdinand king of Arragon deſired nothing more thanto re- 
VeS, couer out of the Kings baggy the coungies of Rouſkllon and 
Parpignan, engaged by. him.( as be faid) ro King Lewis the 
£& <eleuenth for htty \thouſand .crownes. But the nobles of 
iy = France would not condeſcend go this reſtitution, becauſe 
>-. theſe two Counties were a rampier for the realme on that 
a3 lide cowards Spaine:addingthat they were not engaged to 
Wk King Zews,butablolutely fglde. And notwithſtanding that 
the King of Spaine alleadged that King Zeww'by his laſt will and Teſtament had 
commanded the ſaid Counties to be reſtored, knowing that, they were, wroag- 
fully withheld: yet his perſwaſions and allegations little augiled. Wherefore be 
Xreeiuing that this way no good would be done, fell to praftiſe with them otxe- 
lon, hoping by their preaching of conſcienceto King Chorlenta win that of him 
that herein heres meanes t0.obtaine: VVhexefors, be corrupred with a 
great ſurame of money Olizer Maillaird,or as others write {obn de AMaulcop, a frier 
Franciſcane,confeſſor to the Lady of Beauiew the Kings ſiſter, who.vnder his 
coule ofreligion cloking his bypaariieand couerouſnes,perſyayed her that ex- 
cept reſtitution were made of theſe territories to-the-King of Spaine,-the Kin 
her brothers gouernment could not proſper nor pleaſe God, She being moou 
in conſcience by this friers perſwaſions, brake-this mattes to-Lews of, Amboile 
biſhop of Alby,the Kings ſchoolmaſter, who together,with,þer o terrified the 
Kingsconſcience,that he did notonly makereſtitutionofgbedaid. territories by 
the hands ofthe faid biſhop, whom he fent thitharz0deliuertbem:; but alſo free- 
ly releaſed to the King of Arragon,all the money that King, Lews, his farher had 
paid for them; with theſe conditions,that the aid King of Axragon, and his ſuc- 
ceſſors, ſhould cuer after loue and. honor the realme of. France, that he ſhould 


make no war againſt it,uor aide with moncy,yigualaor councell any of the enc- 
mics 
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mies thereof, nor permirthem ro; haue paſſage through his dominions. And 
thus were theſe countries reſtored, greatly ro the French'mens grieft and dam- 
mage; but intruth the King therather inclined to reftore them , becauſe he be- 
gan already by the perſwatton' of thoſe that were about him tophanſiea voiage 
into lraly, tor the recoucrie of the realme of Naples, which afterward tooke ef- 
fe, though the King both now and long after this , kept his purpoſe ſecret to 
himſelfe, and one or two more, which voyage I thinke was the principall cauſe 
chat induced him to reſtore the forefaid countries, thereby to tie the King of 
Spaine to him,that he ſhould not trouble him in his enterpriſe; but he miſrecko- 
ned himſelfe, for he was ho ſooner paſt che mountaines, but the King of Spaine 
forgot all his kindnefle, and fell to practiſe a league wich hisenimies. 

While theſe matters paſſed chusin-Fraunce, Fridericke the Emperour died , to Tie 
whom his ſonne Maxmmiian ſucceeded, who notwithſtanding was neuer crowned 


neither grearly defired fo to be, alttiough with a ſmall requeſt he might haue ob- gun, 1493. 


rained it, The Emperor Maximilian purpoling to quiet the ſtate of the Empire 
troubled by his fathers death, ſeemed more inclined to peace with the King than 
heretofore he had been, which hapned very fortunatly tor the Kings affaires : for 
without Maximilias were pacihed, his voiage into [tali muſt of force haueſtaid ; 


but both the parties by this means inclining to concord, the peace was ſoone 71; peace wa: 
concluded : the _— daughter was reſtored vntq him, and the countie of *-=c{«4cd «r 


Senlu, anne 


Artois together with all the townes hequarrelled. And thus the King being in 7, 
peace with all his neighbors : namely, with the Emperor andthe Kings of En- 
gland and Spaine, and poſſefhng the Duchie of Britaine quietly by his mariage, 
and by that meanes hauing no body to teare, began wholy to diſpoſe himſelfe ro 
his voiage into Iralie,whereupon his minde was altogether fixed, ifcriin 
Further, abourrhis very time the King at the earneſt ſute and continuall teares 
of his ſiſter /exea Lady of ſingular pieticand chaſtitie, reſtored not onely to li- 
bertic, bur alſo to his fauour and familiaritic, Lews Duke of Orleans ( husband 
eo the ſaid Lady, taken priſoner at the battell of Saint Albin in Briraine, as be- 
fore you haue heard : whereby as the King deſerued great commendation for 
his clemencie, in preſeruing histnimic taken in batrell,, and reſtoring him to his 
former dignitie and honour: ſa did healfo therby prouide that nadiſcontented 
ſabie& ar home ſhould trouble his eſtate in his abſencein his voyage ro Naples: 
whereunto the hiſtoric of Commiunes now calleth vs, which from the death 0 
King Lews the eleuenth ill chis-preſent; I haue ſupplied our of other good au- 
thors, becauſe the aid Commines being imptiſoned , orindifgrace almoſt euer {1- 
thence King Lews his death, tillthe faid voiage of Naples, (whereat he was pre- 
ſent) was ſilent and left nothing in writing to the poſteritie ofall thoſe yeeres. 
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PRINCIPALL ACTS OF KING CHARLES 
THE EIGHT, SONNE TO LEWIS 
THE ELEVENTH. 


THE PROLOGVE OF THE AVTHOR, 
containing that which he mindeth to treat of in 
this hiſtory following. + 


=, Ocontinue the Hiſtory written by me Philip de Commu- 
N | nes of the raigne of King Lews theelcuenth (whom God 
| aſoile,) I will now declare the occalion. that mooued 
King Charles the eight hisſonneto make his voiage into 
Italy, wherat my ſelfe was preſent. The laid King depar- 
ted from Vienna in Daulphinthe 23:of Augult,the yeer 
1494. and returned into his realme about October, 
the yeer 1 495-Before the enterprile' was fully reſolued 
on:the matrer was often debated whether he ſhould 
go or not : for the voiage ſeemed very dangerous ro all 
men of wiſedome and experience, neither did any allow thereof; -_ theKing 
himſelfe,and one Stephen de Yers borne in Languedoc,a man of meane parentage, 
and vererly vnacquainted with the wars,and all things thereunto appertaining, 
Oneother alſo being ofthe receit was a furtherer thereoftill his heart failed him, 
namely the generall Br;/anxet,who aftetward by occalion of this voiage, was pre- 
ferred to many goodly dignities and ſpirituall promotions,and created a Cardi- 
nall.The former had already gotten goodly poſſeſſions, for he was Seneſchal! of 
of Beaucaire, and preſident of the Comprs at Paris : he had ſerved the King in 
his youth very faithfully, being a groome of his chamber, and by his meancs 
Theinrereg FRE generall was woon to fauour this voiage ; ſothatrhey rwo were the onely 
of this mony, authors thereof; for the which, few commended, bur many blamed them : for 
as he ſaith in al} thirigs neceſfarie for fo great an enterpriſe were wanting. The King was 
o_ hay yoong, a weake body , wedded to his owne will , flenderly accompanied with 
er, amounted Wiſe men or good captaines, and fo vtterly vnfarniſhed of money , that before 
n tower mo. his departure, he borrowed of the bapke of Soly at Genuaa hundred thouſand 
teen thouſng franks vpon great intereſt, from Mart to Mart *, In diuers' other places alſo he 
franks. Fur- borrowed money as hereafter you ſhall heare. His army was vnprovided of 
ener, there3re rents and pauillions, and winter was begun when he entred into Lombardy. 
tx-neMaresin One onely good thing had he, to wit, a couragious company of yoong gentle- 
mee yere,from men : yet-not in ſuch militarie diſcipline as was requiſite. YWherefore we muſt 
the one of the : . . 
whichtothe Of necefſitic conclude, that this voiage-was gouerned by God alone, both atour 
other,chey ler going forth, and our returne home ;” for the wiſedome of the authors thereof 
= heir m9 2boue mentioned, ſerued to no great purpoſe : notwithſtanding they might 
rween euery iuſtly vaunt themſelues to be the occaſion ofthe great honor and renowme their 
Marce fower Maſter wan thereby. 
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Chap. 1. How Rhene Duke of Lorraine came into France ts demand the Duchie of 
Bat And the Earledome of Proumnce which K.Charles beld,and how he failed to 
enter imo the Realme of Naples, wherewnio ke pretended 
title 45 tne King did, and what right 
both of them bad thereams. 


DIR HE year of the Kings coronation *,being the 1 4 or 1 5.0fhis ; x;ag c.9% 
Og. agethe Duke of Lorrain came into France, to demand the was crowned 
Km Dutchy of Bar, which King ZLewsdhe cleuenth had with- ;* 1454-10 
ws ( holden from him,and likewiſe the Earledome of Prouence, 

WAR left rothe ſaid King Lews by the laſt Willand Teftamentof _ 

we) King Charles of Aniou his coſeh germain *,who died with- 2— 
$2 out iſſue. The Duke of Lorrain pretended title to it, as fon bereferred to 
and heire to the daughter of of Reve King of Sicily, Duke of Aniou,and Earl of —_ 
Prouence,alleadging that the ſaid King Rexe had done him wrong}, in preferring km made 
King Charles of Aniou, being bur his brother the Earle of Maines ſonne, before (bois: 
him being his daughters ſonne +. The other anſwered, that by their anceſtors = —_— 
teſtaments, Prouence could not deſcend to the female. In the end Bar was yeel- mining this 
ded to him, forthe which the King demanded only a ſumme of money. Fur- Pkeot torr 
ther, becauſe the (aid Duke of Lorrain was highly tauoured and friended by di- daughters on 
yers of great authority in France, (eſpecially by 72h» Duke of Bourbon, who 4 The pede 
was old and deſirous to marry his liſter) it was agreed that during the ſpace of SE 
foure years,in the which his title to the Earledome of Prouence ſhould be ex- worke will 
amined,bis eſtate ſhould be wholy defraied by the King,and that he ſhould haue Ji uy 
charge of an hundred lauces,together with an yearely penſion of iixeand thirty FF] 
thouſand franks duringthe faid foure yeares.My elfe was preſent at the debating 
andending ofall theſe controuerſies, being one ofthe commithoners purpoſely 
choſen for the determination thereof, both by the kings neareſt kinfmen,and by 
che three eſtates ofthis realme: ſo was alſo Stephen de Vers aboue mentioned, who 
becauſe he had gotren certaine poſſeſhons ih Pronence, cauſed the king(as yong 
as be was)in the preſence of his (iſter,the Ducheſle of Bourbon, to ſay,to Mon- 
fieur de Comminzes,and to Monſieur de Las(who were both alſo in the faid com- 
miſhon)and to my lelfe, that we ſhould do our endeuour that he might not loſe 
the Earledome of Prouence;which words he vttred before the agreement aboue , T1. ,utuc 
mentioned was made. vnder the 

Before the foure yearesexpired,certaine Lawyers of Prouence brought forth 32m* o1Sicily 
theteſtaments of King Charles the firſt, brother to Saint Lewis, and of other Snbhe rect 
K ings of Sicilie* of the houſe of France. 7 heſe Lawyers, (among other prootes ) - _—_— al- 
alleadged that not only the Earledome of Prouence,butal(o the realme of Sici- 1,che 
ly, withallthe houſe of Anious other poſſeflions, appertained of right to the realmes bare 
King,and that the Duke of Lorrain had no right thereto, notwithſtanding 0- — 
thers maintained the contrary. All theſe Lawyers depended wholly vpon Ste- beyondthe 
phen de Vers,who nouriſhed his maſter in this language,that King Charles Earle grver on thes 
ofProuence laſt deceaſed,ſonne ro Charles of Aniou, Earle of Main,and Nephew gy neptiew 
* to King Rene, left Prouence to Kitig Lewis by his latt Will and Teſtament, hemeancth 
and that King Rene before his death made the ſaid Charles his heire, preterting _ _— 
him before the Duke of Lorrain his daughters ſonne, becauſe of the Teſtaments this ofthe 
of King Charles the fit, and his wife Counteſſe of Prouence : wherein they _ —_ 


had willed that the Realme? and the County of Prouence ſhoulde nor yies. 
Y 2 | 


be 
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be ſeuered nordeſcend to the heire female, ſo long as there was iſſue male remai- 
ning. The like teſtaments they alleadged alſo ro haue been made, by their next 
ſucceſſors in the ſaid realme, namely by Charles the ſecond. During thele toure 
yeares ſpace; thoſethat gouerned the King, that is to ſay,the Duke & Duchefle 
of Bourbon,and certaine of the kings chamber, namely Monlieur de Grawille 
*Thiss, *andothers,who atthat time bare great ſway in France; called to the Courtto 
Granillewas high authority and eſtimation, the ſaid duke of Lorrain ro haue him for their 
acer 9mi- ſupportand aide: (for he was a hardy gentleman and morethan'a Courtier)nor 
; © doubting butealily to rid their hands of him at their plealure, asalſo they did 
when they found themſglues ſtrong enough, and the torce of the Duke of Orle- 
ans? and others (whom I need not name)1{o weakened,that it was no more to be 
gon ©: fetred. Bur after the foure yeares expired, they could no longer hold the Duke 
chelleof Of Lorraine,vnleſſethey would puthim in poſleſſhion of the county of Prouince : 
Bour»on!%”* or aſſure him ofit by writing at a day,and continue ſtill his pen fon of ſixeand 
King neg thirty thouſand franks, whereunto becauſe they would not condiſcend, he de- 
thethree e- parted the Court greatly diſcontented. 
—_—_ Foureor fiue months before his departure, a good ouerture was made vnto 
Charlecher him, if he would haue embraced it : for the whole realme of Naples rebelled a- 
brorher;but gainſt King Ferrande, becauſe of his greattyranny and his childrens,ſo far forth, 
Orleans cal- thatall the nobles and thethird parr of the realme yeelded themſelues to the 
-- cane" Church: Notwithſtanding King Ferrand being aided by the Florentines preſſed 
Noodhe de Them ore:forthe which cauſe, the Popeand theſaid Nobles of the Realme that 
cree, and was had rebelled,ſent for the Duke of Lorrain purpoſing to crown him King, and 
——_ ſo forward the enterpriſe was,that the Gallies and the Cardinall Saint Peter de 
men,deman - Fincula(who ſhould have conueighed him thither) ſtayed for him a long time 
dingthego* at Genua: during the which ſpace he was buſted with theſe broiles in Courr,and 
"Defrorince delayed his departure, notwithſtanding that he had meſſengers with him from 
of bloud,a in all che Nobles of the ſaid realm,carneſtly prefling him to come with ſpeed.To 
my ſupply 1... beſhort,the King and his Councell ſhewed themſelues willing by all meanes 
large,againſt they could to aide and ſuccour him, and gaue him {ixty - Ir & Frankes, 
«ny, "** whereof he receiued twenty thouſand bur loſt the reſt) and agreed alſothat he 
theDute gr ſhould leade with him the hundred lances that were vnder his charge, promi- 
Lorraine, fing further to ſend ambaſſadors round about in his fauour, Notwithſtanding 
the King was now ninetcene years ofageor more,and gouerned by thoſe aboue 
named, who dayly beat into his head that the Realm of Naples of right apper- 
tained to himſelfe, which I write becauſe diuers of mean eſtate rayſed great con- 


tention about this matter : as I vnderſtood both by certaine of the ambaſſadors 


9g Madam de. 


ſent to Rome, Florence,Genua and other places in the Duke of Lorrains fauour;z 


andalſo by the Duke himſelfe, when he paſſed through Moulins where I ther 
lay with 1-h»Duke of Bourbon, becauſe ofthe troubles in Court.But his enter- 
priſe was now halfe loſtthrough his long delay. I went forth to receive him 
notwithſtanding that he had deſerued no ſuch curtefie at my hands: for hee was 
one of thoſe that chaſed me from the Court *® with rough and diſcourteous 
reForPhidp words: yetnow he madethe moſt of me that might be, lamenting much the go- 
ce New. Lernment of the eſtate. He abodeat Moulins two dayes with oh» Duke of Bour- 
erofthe Duke bon,and then took his iourney towards Lyons. 
s rage To conclude,kis frignds were ſo wearied and weakned becauſe of his long de- 
teeh in theta 14 that the Pope made peace,and the nobles of the realme alſo, who vnder ſure- 
--y of ty thereof wentto Naples, where they wereall taken priſoners: notwithftanding 
thelaſt book that both the Pope, the Venetians, the King of Spaine, and the Maranlacs 
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had vndertakento ſeethe treaty kept and obſerued, and had ſworneand promi- 
ſed the Nobles ſafety. The Prince of Salerne eſcaped and came into France, refur 
ſing to be comprehended in the treaty as one well acquainted with King Fer: 
rends humor:but the Duke of Lorraine returned into his country with diſhonor; 
aud loſt his credit with the King,loſt his men of armes, and loſt alſo. thepenſion 
of fixe and thirty thouſand frankes which he receiued for Prouence : and euen at 
this preſent being the yeere 1497-beliuerh yet in this eſtate, 


Chap.2. How the Prince of Salerne inthe realme of Naples came into Fraxce,and how 
Lodowic Sforce ſarnamed the Moore and he, ſought to per{wade 
the King to make war pon the King of Na- - 
ples,and for what cauſe. 


@ H E Prince of Salerne fled to Venice(wherehe was wel frien- 
_ ded)accompanied with three of his nephewes, ſonnes to the 
Ze Prince of Bilignan*. Therethey asked counſel of the Seni- *.q,,omtof 


& orie,(as the Prince himſelfe told me) whether it wold pleaſe we _— 


ba) 
5. p_ | them thatthey ſhould reriregtothe Duke of Lorraine, the [e145 
© Ws 5 


King of France,or the King of Spaine. They anſwered, that »«rdin Prince 
eFFe>.,A the Duke of Lorraine was a dead man vnableto doe them 9Beignan, 
good,and thatthe King of Spaine ſhould bergo trong,iftothe yle of Sicilie and Guccur. 
the other places which he held inthe Venetian gulfe he ſhould 1oine therealme 
of Naples;adding,that he wasalready mighty vpon the ſea: wherefore they ad- 
uiked him to go into France,ſaying that with che Kings of France * that held the | 
faid realme,they had cuerliued in perfe amity and triendfhip, and found them aHeroenned 
alwaies good neighbors.But I ſuppoſe, they thought nor the enterpriſe ſhould fa. ook 
haue had ſuch ſucceſle,as - bt Thustheſe noble. mer aboue named Kingsefthe 
came into France, where they werecurteoully, received, but their entertainment oy 
was ſmall. They followed their ſure earneſtly, theſpace of two yeers, addrefling badbeldthe 
them(clues wholly to . Stephen de Yers.then Senelchall of Beaucaire and ofthe **aimeotNa- 
Kings priuy chamber.  efch bycb unity ad12%2 ' (1 baDebaacl 
Opneday they lived in hope another in deſpaire; but their friends vid great Aniou. 
diligence1a Icalie, ſpecially at Milan,whereof ahn Galeas was Duke, not the great 
John Galeas that lieth buried in the Charterhouſeof Pauiagbut he that Kacey +. 
$0. Duke Galexs and the Dutcheſle Bonne daughter to the Duke of Sauoy, a. man 
of no greatſenſe. The ſaid Dutcheſle had the ward(hip of her childrenand my 
felfe baue ſeen her therein greatautbority, being a widdew, and gouerned by 
one Cioa Secrerarie,andanancientieruan; of that hayſe. This Cico had banilhed » yicomeeia 
all Duke Gale bretbren for the (aid Ladies ſafety and her childrens,and among borhrbeſe = 
zhereſkche Lord Lodo (afterward Duke, of Milpo ) whom ſhe reuoked being Levin 
herenemy,andin waragaink ber,cogetber withthe, Lord Robert of Saint Seuc- a proper name 
rinea valiant cap A ſhe badalſo baniſhed bythe (aid: Cjcos perſwaſion. pt2nmeot 
Tg be (borgg5gherequelt ofa yoong man that carved before her. called Anthony Gyniferh as 


Theſin being; 3,Ferrarian of verie megne [parqytage,. ſhe called, them all home much as Bil. | 


through grear Himplicitiey ſuppaling, hey wauld dog the-Kid- Cico. no harme, _—— is, 
anlahe row 44cbarls ther; hes-Graape ao prpmied: Bree chird dayaſte becauſe the 


' ' ; : : Viſcomti 
their returne,they tooke him no ding their oath, and carried /himjn an "eo | 


emptiecaskethroughthe rowne: nz hewas allied by: marriage to Opeof argieraand 
Kone) and i the ſai Vines bo ig;the citic at that preſent, Milan. 
lame ay they durit nor haue Marvo uerathe Lord, Lodowic eb 

o bi) 3 | arter 
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matter ſoto be ordered, that the faid Roberr of $. Seuerin comming that way, 
ſhould meet with this Cico as he paſſed through the towne it this eftate, becauſe 
he hared him extream!y.Thus was he led priſoner tothe caſtell of Pauy where 
hedied. © © | | 

 They'vſedthis Lady very honorablyin heriudgement,ſeeking to content her 
humor intllchings;but all macters ofimportance they two diſpatched, making 
her priuy but to what pleaſed them,and no greater pleaſurecould they doe her, 
than to communicate nothing with her. 

They permitted her to giue this Anthony Thefin what ſhe would, they lodged 
him hard by her chamber,he caried her on horſeback behind him in the crown, 
and in hir houſe was nothing but feaſting and dancing; but rhis iollity endured 
but halfe a yeere.Shee gaue many goodly things to this Theſin,and the courtiers 
packets were adrefled to him, which bred great diſdaine in many, wherein the L. 
Lodonic,vncleto therwo children{aſpiring to theDurchy, which afterward alſo 
he obtained)nouriſhed them as much as in- him lay. One morning they tooke 

\ | hertwo ſonnes from hir;and lodged them inagreat tower within the caltell cal- 
led the rocke,whereunto conſented rhe ſaid Zodonic the Lord Robert of Seuerin, 
one called de Palleuoiſm gouernor ofthe yoong Dukes perſon, and the captaine 

4 This cap. Ofthe rockes, who ſince Duke Galeas death had neuer departed our' ofthe place, 
raine meant , neither did many 'yeercs after this,till he was raken priſdner by the Lord Zods- 
nomcal9nt® wicks ſubtilty,and his maſters folly, being of his mothers'diſpoſition. After the 
25 others did, bone named had lodged theſechildrenimtherocke, they ſeized vpon rhe'trea- 
bur conſented ſyre being at that timethe richeſtin Chriſtendome,and made her yeeld account 
« tans my, thereof. Moreouer they cauſed thitee keies thereofto bemade, one ofthe which 
though:the ſhe kept, but the treafare after that day ſhe neuer touched: They made her 4lſ6 
childrenin ro ſurrender the wardhip of herhildren, arithe ſaid-Zvowic way choſen'their 

£ guardian.Further,they ſent lerrers' into dirers' countries eſpecially into France 


- with him 


with their, . which my lfe ſaw) written to hergreardilhonor:for they c her with this 
Nene dp Theſin,whom notwithſtanding they ſent away 'vnharmed forthe Lord 
| Robert faved both his life and goods. Theſe two great 'men entred not intorhe 
.. -rockeattheir pleaſure, forthe captaine had his brother initwith a garriſon '6 
' hundredand hfty ſoldiers or berter,and wheitthey entred,the gate was ſtthight- 
ly kept, neither entred they accompanied at dny rime'with more thana inanot 
ewo,and this endured along ſpaces! 06 0 208. 

' Tnthe meane time great variance aroſe between the Lord Zodearc and Robert 
—__ for vſually two great men cannot long agree:)bur Zavoure wanthe 
garland;and the other departed tothe Venetians ſeruice; Notwnhftanding, #- 
tetwards two of his fons returifed rothe*Rruice of rhe iid Zodonicaind rhe Rite 

.,..; of Milzn,{hnathely Maſter Gale, and-the Farle of Caiarze ) fomefay with/her 
.. - atherscvonſent, oth&s fay no:biithowſocver it were, the ſaid Loxowie highly fis 

- © noutedthem,and both hathbeenand yetis very fairhfillly ſerried by ther. 

.. hall vnderſtand thattheir athefthe Lord-Aoberr of Saint Senecriti was iſſued of a 

- -  baſedanghterofthe hoyſt of Saiht Severiii bar in Italiethey mgkens'grear! #F- 
"> ſrrenteberween#biſtird ad thild legititiate! This 1 write betalſe they BK 
--. thered otif eniterprifein Iedly,#$4vell In fart6y '6f the Prince oF Salettic threfeor 
the faid houſe of Saltit Severitaxallo for Uittrs other teſpetty, wheteoFhereafitir 

you [all heare. ? 005 rt? qt? Hefarve; DAO0W F031 19013 

The Lord [odvaiidedlared intmiedianly thithe' would by ll meanes polibſ 
maintaine his autHority;fot heeuſemibieVyio becoied,on the one ſidewhett 
ofthe Dukes imagewas ſtamped ,andon theother hisowne, whereat niaty mult 


mured . 
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mates.” This Duke wimuretedirs the dhngbrer-of Hiſoaſe Deke of C4 Gi, 
attd-Kitngot Naple afect 'his Rirter Kitig Brrmndes death. His faid wite {yas 1 
Lady of ugrtarcourbe,and would gab kite thicreaſed her busbiltds Mirh6- 
rivie if {h6 could, but herhusband a a4 &ſdoRdal/heratrempts. The 
#& of therockeof Mild contiired hg in greavamtthority, anſnener 

ed oat of the placesfot many Raloulies were now Atifen, lo far foorth that 

whe one of rhe chfdren'went abroad;'the other abode within. To beſhort, a 
to before weentred/invo fraly, the Lord Zodowichwing beene abroad 

with the Dike, ahd purpoting fone Attſchieſewaited vypon him ar his returne 
from to the titel avcording to his accoſtotned manner. The captaine came 
vpon'thedraw bridge with his menabout hint, to kifſe the. Dukes hand as their 
mantier is.” The Duke atthis time was fotewbat withovt the bridge, in ſach 
ſore that the cliptaine Wisforced roAdptfoott ot two, where theſe rwo 
ſbonts of Sai Senerin;and"orhers A wes adour ther laid hold vpon him, 

withih drew vp the bridge, but the Lord Ledouic cauſed an end of a waxe 
candle to be lighted , Td hee Saets wotH Friiteof their heads 5 if they yeel- ' Theſenſe in 
dednor the place beforethethhidle Were biirntd ont; whereuponthey delivered gore peleeers 
ir, and then hefurniſhed ir wEland Girelyfor Kirnfelfe, burall inthe Dukes name, read ic gw 
Purther, he endited the ptiineWhigh treaſon, laying ro his charge thar hee 72/7: men 
would hate pur cheplice intorhtEthperots kinds: an fhaied certaine'Almaits, >= is,thathe 
charging them as prafifers Widy rhe captatne about this enterpriſe, yet after- RE 
ward Gifinifſed then) withort fiſther hatme: He beheaded atfo one of his owne —_—_ heed. if 
ſecretarits, targing tim in anole #teqler in the” matter, and yerone 0- theplace were 

d 


thee who heſatd had beene a er ®berweehe then. The capraine he held) wo 
longin'prifon, yet m*theend dHimy; pretending chit Dutheſſe Bone had in were out of 
bnce hired a'Brother 6Fthetaptlif&r9kif theTrid Zodoyir 15 he encred into the [don 
caftell, whom the c: —_— exrviiting a for the which cauſe Th. rrerch 
heno w ſhitetſhis EN epi hoe hid'been guilty offo heinous a crinre hadic in this 
25 1pnrpoſeco yeeld the plate tote Eniperdt; who might have laid chime to nt, And 
|t, bothras Eftiperor and Poke of Fare Clobrhar hodſe pretended fotmeritle (ud that he 
theteunto 2) I thinkehewoitld trorWane pardoned him ;Hor irwould hate made had beenea 


meſicnger be- 


Freney Fore in T4FE; ad the wholectatCofMilain Would have retitited ih mofengtr ber 


neday."Porwheh thy Fed vide the Ethpttor , entty: houſehold paid-bric bur adout 
er tabs ! bift n10W2jty tre: Freely and tyrannoully gorterned, —— 
bothr <p oe yr Fe Noh, toe + androbercad 


Nets Him — $ ane, and-all the forceof the 353 wars 
bo beds Fork" {hn TEE: remprfutrher ; for he thac epoE- 
oy br ITAL, | both = thick of this Woah 
bere (there, antÞa}f6 beet fie the charge and gouertitnent 
the ortis bp 1 Si rr n of ls Dachie 1 
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(I of the Poleſan ( which t 
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whereunto he was great friend, to his father in lawes preiudice, from whom the 
faid Venetians not long before had taken alittle territory called the Poleſan, en- 
uironed with water, and maruellouſly abounding with all kind of wealth. This 
country being diftant but halfe a league from Ferrara, the Venetians poſleſſe 
yetatthis day. Thereare in it two prety townes, which I have beene in m y ſelfe, 
the one named Ronigue, the other Labadie. The Duke of Ferrara loft it in the 
war that himſelfe firtt mooued againſt the Venetians : for notwithſtanding chat 
beforethe end of thoſe warres, A/phonſe Duke of Calabria (his father King Fer- 
rande yer living ) the Lord Zedoxic with the force of Milan , the Florentines, the 
Pope, and the towne of Bolonia came to his aide ; by meanes whereofthe Venes 
tians were brought altogither vnder foote, or at the leaft co great extremirie, be- 
ing vtterly vnfurniſhed of money, and hauing loſt diuers places : yet the ſaid. Z-- 
douic concluded a treaty to their honor and profit; for euery man was reſtored 
to his owne, ſauce the poor Duke of Ferrara, who was forced to leaue vnto them 
ey yet hold : ) notwithſtanding that he had mooued this 


ro ered King warreatthe requeſt of he Lord Zedevic, and of King Ferrande whoſe daughter 


Ferrandes 


he had married. Thereport went that Lodoaic receiyed threeſcore thouſand du- 


denghrer as cats ofthe Venetians for making thistreatie. Wherherit were ſoorno, I know 


1493+ 


nor, but ſureIam thatthe Duke of Ferrara was. once perlwaded that it was ſo; 
for at thattime the ſaid Zodouir was not married to,his daughter. From that dy 
forward amitie ever continued betweene the ener and the ſaid Lodouic. No 
ſeruant nor kinſman of 1ohn Galeas Duke of Milan ſought to impeach and Roppe 
the Lord Zodexic from ſeizing the Duchyc ingg his owne hands, faueonly the 
cheſſe his wife, who was yoong, buta very w fog She was daughter to 4l- 
phonſe Duke of Calabria by mentioned, log gand heire to Ferrande King of 
Naples. In the yeere 1493. the faid Lodomic:lent to King Charles the S. now 
raigning, to adrada him to comeintolialie to, conquer the realmeof Naples, 
and to vanquiſhand ſubdue thoſgthat a it: for ſo long as they Rortbey 
and were of force, he durſt never attempt tharwhichafterward he accomp 

Art that time the ſaid Ferrande King of Naples and Alphenſe his ſonne were puil 
fant, rich, of great experience in the wars,and accounted Princes of hauty coura- 
gas, choughafterward their ations declared their contrarie. The iid Loder 
wasallo a very wiſe man, but maruellous timerous , _ humble when be che 
infeare, and voide of all faith, ifche breach thereof mig a; wir to his, profir. I 
ſpeake as one that knew him — y wel becauſe hae {9:0 h in mar 
ny matters. But to proceed yeere 1493» (ag WT ) the. Lord + 4 
douic to tikle this yoong a King hyp Charles, being hutrwoandtwenty yeeres of 
age, with the ambitious vaineglories of Iralie, Hhewing him what right he had to 
this goodly realme of Naples, which I warran skilfully Pagyy and pain- 
ted bh. Inalltheſe odacors eaddreſſ bmi to.Stephan de Gig then 
newly made Seneſchall of Beaucaire, and maxue hy arg though-notla- 
tisfied, and to the Generall Briſſane, a richn IT rs of thereceit, 
and greatfriend atthattimeto the faid ders chain the Lor 
Lodowic periwaded the ig Me Dame a7 CO tomakebim a 


Cardinall, but the uke. And roſerall 
theſe praQtiles on foote, the laid, Ladowic > cake fam Jace ro "on a goodly 
ambaſſageto the King, the chiefe whereof £0 FCpmpre & ons and 

heireto the aboue named Robert of Sai int $ ery found there hg Frinee of 


Salerne his colin : forthe For as chi 5, houſe; of baoaN-papith (as] 


hauealrcady made mention ) and kued yaa being baniſhed wr ing wr 


LE4 
my 


* a A@©eic4A. kc @. cc i 4 
% 3» 7*s ey I-71 't Q © V9 4 T 


- dtd Ron lt IF £4 AG .. 


PHILIP DE. COMMINES:. 249 


rande of Naples,as before you haue heard, and 
_ae 0! xc : ,and therefore trauelled 
= ge to Naples might goctorward. With the laid Earleof —_—— 
_ 7 hun of Belleioyeule, and Maſter Galeas Viſcount of Milan ven 
_ oth in very good orderand well accompanied, but openly they vied fa. 
—_— onely and general [peeches. This was the firſt great ambaſlage that « | 
_ _ _—_—y a_ ro the _ True it is that he had ſent beſinn this anger A 
5 to negotiate with the King, to {« comeunts 
es on yp 4 his colin the Duke of: Milan or onde ie to og my nay : 
againſt all reaſon * : notwithſtanding [| will not den bur th demand 
__ _ mi gh _— " receiuc it of him z bo when this ——__ he King * 
his mother, I being then ambaſſador for King Lewis th dnl 
his homage in the caſtell of Milan bauing an ———— 
p exprelle - woulda 
tha carr —_ was _ _ of the Duke al ande and held by Men _ AY 
ſter Baptiſt de Campefour gouſe; butat this preſent the Lord Lo, wi ha i fody, he folk 
it,and gaue to certaineof the Kings chambere! alnic hed recoucred CNS 
gs chambereight thouſand ducats forthe i Pry om 
nature thetvof, who by receiningebe mon | and ducats forthe in- tieuldbedon 
before the grant of the ſaid ict — 4 pany ror Ng. For be 
a | , they might haue ſeized G thither by che 
Kings owne vie, it they had would * : but fee! - zed Genua tothe x... }/ 
, : ingchey meanttortak Mr 
_— ghrto haue demanded more: for Duke Gales paidat oo — ir Foam 
op am - _ _ x waar ducats,whereofthe King (whole foule | —_ = 
a e methirty thou crownes in reward. Notwith Nagle 
they ſaid they receiued thele cigh 7 Caplan wag | 
ghrt thouſand ducats with th $ thereof , the 
2—_ de Vers Senelcall of Beaucaire was one of thole = —_—_— : _ Ledav 
= _— wa aa =_ ww _ Lodovic for this enterpriſe, which he Þ , bor beeaue 
oured and turthere .After audience giue :Pari it w3s held of 
—_— aboue mentioned, the Egric of Caiaz 67 6m TL —_ the —_— 
- c > The faid Earle was ingreat credit at Milan,but his brother Maſter Ga- bad given 
4s _ Seuerin in greater, eſpecially in marriall affaires. His maſter could themitves ro 
WES pole ofthe ſtate of Milanas of his owne : for the which cauſe he offered anwot13a,. 
| - ing great ſeruices and aide as well men as money, afhrming theenterpriſe who ſent thi- 
o_ = no difhculty. This done he and maſter Galeas Viſcount tooke their _ — 
- - eparted, leauing behind them the Earle Charles of Belleioyule toentertait + Maingre, & 
the ſure, who incontinent put himſelfe into French apparel, and trauelled fo ear- - _ wel 
_— ar this buſineſle, thar many began to like ofthe enterpriſe. The King ſent nt | 
_ raly to Pope tnocentius, tothe Venetians, and to the Florentines —_ SAS x rho 
mas _ Baſche, who had bin broghr vp in the houſe of Aniou vader Duke — 
2 ” n bria, and was maruelloully affettioned ro this voiage. Theſe praRi- the King, but 
- - —_— to and fro continued the ſpace ofſeuen or eight moneths, and doom 
oſe that vnderſtood of this enterpriſe, ommuned among t emſclues diuer(ly ueſture, he 
gave away ar 


ef it, but none thought that the King would gocin perſon into ltaly, right, 
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Chap. 3 How King Charles the eight made peace with the King of Romanes, 
and the Archduke of Auſtrich, reſtoring to them the Lady . 
Margaret of Flanders, before he made 
his voiage to Naples. 


t V ring this delay above mentioned, peace was treated of at 
Senlis between the King and the Archduke of Auftriche, 
heire of the houſe 'of Burgundy. For notwithſtanding 
thar they were in truce, yer a breach happened betweene 
them, becauſe the King refuſed the King of Romanes 
daughter, ſiſter to the ſaid Archduke (being very young) 
and mariedthe daighter of Francs Duke of Britaine, to 
enioy peaceably thereby the Duchy of Britaine : all the 
which at the time ofthis treaty he held, ſaue the towne of Renes and the ſaid 

daughter being withinin itz the which was gouerned by the Prince of Orenge 

her vnckle, who had made a marriage betweene her and the King of Romanes, 

* Annal.Bwr- 1 and openly ſolemnized ir in the Church by a Proctor. All the which happened 
Such Phil 10 the YEere 1492. To this treaty aboue mentioned camea great ambaſſage in fa- 
the King of nour of the Duke of Auftrichfrom the Emperour Fredericke,who offered to bea 
rag +. Mediator forthe peace : The King ofRomanes ſent thither alſo, * and ſo did the 
beſt writers Palzgraue, and the Suiſſers to pacihe this controuerſic, being all of opinion that 
agree (with jt would kindle a great fire: for the King of Romanes jeemed aboue all meaſure 
0 7 xinien £O De iniuried, having at onetime her taken from him whom he accounted his 
was choſen wife, and his daughter ſentbacke to him which many yeeres had been Queene 
King &t R9- of France: but in the end the matter was quierly ſhur vp, and peace concluded. 
1486, Ponccin For all parties were weary of warre, eſpetrally Duke Philips ſubictts, who had 
| ſuſtained ſo many troubles, partly becauſest warres with this realme,and partly 
through their owne domeſticall diuiſions that they could endure no more. The 

; peace was concluded but for fonre yeares, whereunto the king of Romanes a- 
©... ., greed, totheend hemight repoſe his ſubres, and receive aFaine his daughter: 
03, whom ſome that were about the King and the ſaid daughcer, made difficulty to 
__ reftore, Atthis treaty my ſelfe was preſent with the ref ofthe Kings Commiſh- 
kg oners being theſe, Pecer Duke of Bourbon, the Prince of Orenye, the Lord of 
+ Cordes, and diners other noble perſonages, and promiſe was there made to re- 

ſtoreto the ſaid Duke Philipall charthe King held in Artois : for ſo was it agreed 

when this mariage was treated of in the yeare, 1482. tharif it were not accom- 
pliſhed, all the lands that were giuen with this Lady in marriage ſhould returne 

againe with her, or be reſtored to Duke Phitjp. Bur the ſaid Archdukes men had 

already ſurpriſed Arras and Saint Omer, ſo that onely Hedin, Aire, and Betune, 

remained to bereſtored : the poſſeſſion and ſeniorie whereof were preſently de- 

liuered them, aud they put officers into them : but the King held ſtill the caſtels, 

and might place garriſons in them till the foure yeares v ere expired, which en- 

ded at the feaſt of Saint John Baptiſt in the yeare 1498. at which time he was 

_ to reſtorethem alſo tothe laid Archduke, and ſo he promiſed and (ware 

to doe. 

Whether thealteration of theſe mariages agreed with the laws of holy Churgh 
or no,let others ivdge: for many DoRors of Diuinity ſaid yea, and many nay : 
but were they lawfull or vnlawtull;ſure all theſe Ladies were vnfortunate in their 
ilve, Our Queene had three ſonnes ſucceſſively one after another in foure 

yeres: 
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—__ : one ofthem 3 linedalmoſt three yeeres and then died, and the other two ? Of this 
e dead alſo. The Lady Margaret of Auftriche was afterward married to the canis 


Prince of Caſtile onely ſonneto the King and Queene of Caſtile, and heire both Ub. 8. cap- 14, 
of Caſtile and divers other realmes. The ſaid Prince died the firſt yeere of his* Ofths-Prin« 


marriage inthe yeere of our Lord +499. leauing his wife great bellied 4 who im- ok at 


mediarely atter her husbands death tell in trauelf before her time, and was deli- large, lib. 8. 

uered of a dead borne childe z which misfortune the King and Queene of Caſtile ©?: 7: 

andtheir whole realme lamented a long time. The King of Romanes inimedi- brody av 

aely after this alteration aboue mentioned, married the datighter of Gales D. ome write) 

of Milan, ſiſter to Duke 7ohy Galexs before named, the which marriage was made _ ” the 

-4 the Lord LZodouics onely procttement : btit it diſpleaſed greatly both the campe, after 
'rinces of the Empire, and many alſo ofthe King of Romanes friends; becauſe | 2*<*mea 

ſhe was not of a houſe noble ynongh in their opmion to march with their Em- lally forhis 

our. For as touching the VYiſcounts of whom the Dukes of Milan are deſcen- valor was 

ded, ſmall nobilicie is in them, and lefle yet in the &forces ; for the firſt of that ——— 

houſe was Francis Sforce Duke of Milan , whoſe father was a ſhoomaker * diyel- knighs. 

ling inalittle rowne called Cotignoles, but-a very valiant man, though not {6 

valiantas his ſonne, who' by meanes of the great fayour the people of Milan 

bare his wife, being baſe daughter ro Duke Philip Mirie, made himſelfe Duke,and 

conquered and gouerned the whole countrie not #54 tyrant, bur asa good and 

iſt Prince: fo that in worthineſſe aud vertue, he was comparable to the hovbleſt 

Princes that lived in his daies. Thus mich I have written to ſheiy what folkowed 

the change of thele marriages, neither know Iwhat may'yer hereafter enſue fur- 


ther thereof, 


Chap. 4. How the Kit ſent th the Yenetians toprattiſe with them before he 
| enterpriſed his woiage to Naples, and of the preparation 
- +» * "that was made for the ſaid voiage. 


f Ow to returne to'the principall matter: yon hautheard of 
' the Eafle of Caitizzeand the other ambaſſadors departure 
from the King of Paris, and of diuers pradtifes entertiined 
in Fralie, and how the King as yoong as he was, greatly at- 
Red this voiage , notwithſtanding thar as yer hedifco- 
uered his meaning but to the Seneſchall and generall only, 
Further, he required the Venetians to give him aide atid 
i ''©- - counſell in this etiterpriſe, who anſwered him char hee 
ſhotild be weltdttie into Jralie : butthat aide him they could not}, becauſethey 
ftootin donbtofrhe Turke, (yer werEthey in peace with him) and astouching 
cotinſell; it Mr6td beroo gteat prefirmptionin them to give colinſell to fowite:x 
Prifice, hating ſy gtaue a connſell abotithim ; bur they promiſed rather Rs 
kith that bitRt him © This they rooke to bea wiſe anſwere, and fowas it Tcon- 
- Bur tiotywitfiftaridinjztHar, they nm their affaires morecircamſpedtly” 
thinatiy Prince or corimont ealthin the world; yer God will alwaies hque vs 
66 Kildds hea wildbmearndFotecaft of man auaile nonight, when he ispurpaſed 
6 APR the firoke:* For Het diſpoſed of this enterprife far otherwiſe chan they 
Itagitcd, for theythought fot that the King would hane cotitm perſotrinto 
ay, neichtr ſtood they in atty feare ofthe Cie bw fouryarerie + their forged 
cerrfei'for the Turke chen rirgning was a man ofnovalor * : butt ey hopedby —— 
this ttieaney ro Veterengetd the houſe df Arragon, which they hated a ſecond 
wo bn y, 
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Dalmatia, 294#, who tooke Conſtantinople, and greatly endamaged the ſaid Venetians, But 
now called apart to Aiphonſe Duke of Calabriathey had many other quarrels, tor they char- 


alſo other wa. darily, that he had ſent a man porpoley to Venice to poiſon their ceſterns,at the 


land to the that water is mP good 3, as my ſelfe can witnes:: for twileI haue beene at Ve- 


inthe end of partic or the other to haue their ww would giue them certaine townes in Pg- 
"norke. uille, lying vpon their ſea coalt : as alle 


leyoyeuſe remained ſtill with the King to ſollicit the Voiage. At Genua they be- 
pan toarme a great nauic, whicher the King ſent the Lord of Vrſe Maſter of his 
orſe, with diuers others. In the end he remooued to Vienna in Daulphine , 2- 
bout the beginning of Auguſt in the ſame yeere, whither the nobles of Genua 
reſorted daily to him : wherefore to Genua he ſent Zewis Duke of Orleans,now 
King ofthis realme, a yoong gentleman of goodly perſonage , but much giuen 
to his pealarey,of whom in this hiſtory ample mention (hall bee made. It, was 
chen thought that the aid Duke of Orleans ſhould haue led this armie by.ſcato 
landin the realme of Naples, by the conduQand dire&ion of theaboue named 
baniſhed Princes of Salerne and Biſignan. The whole nauie. was fowertegae 
ſhips of Genua, belides a great number. of galliesand galleons, and the Kjng was 
as well obeicd there in this caſe, as he ſhould haue beenear Paris: for Genuawas 
vnder the ſtate of Milan, where the Lord Zodexic gouerned all, having nayeto 
gaineſay him, ave onely the Ducheſſe his nephewes wife, dau to King - 

phonſe, (for about this preſent his father King Ferrapde died.) Butthe aig 
preuailed little or nothing, both becauſe men law the King in "ru either to 
> Ppaſſcintoltalicin perſon, or to ſend his forces, and allo becauſe her husband was 
avay 
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a very ſimple man,and diſcloſed all her doings to the Lord Zedexic,his vncde,who 
had already cauſed a meſſenger tobe drojynedlens by(herto ber tucker, +11 

This nauiedid no ſcruice;norwithitanging thatthe ghargesaberot amounted 
to three hundred thouſandtranks, far alltiy irealure thiatthe K. could leuy was 
imployed that way,by meanes whereof he was vnturniſhed as betore [ faid, both 
of good :carhiſetl;: of fancy}, and etal atings necefiatic forjuchan enterpriſes 
yet God oftius meere grace (as 4 declared);gaue it good Tuccefle.' I -_ 
meane nat thartbe King was,nat wile of his age, burke was burrwoandewenty '/ » 
yeeces61d;newly crept outiof the (bel. The rwo aboue pamed thatgouerned bim 5 
mall his voiage, to wit, Sepbrode Yer5 Seneichall of Benucaire, and the Generall - + 
Briſonnes,now Cardinall of Saint Malo, were men of meanc ettaze,and ofno EXy 
perience, whereby ſo mich the more appeared the wanderfull worke God: our 
etemies on the other (ide, were accounted yile,of great experiency in the war; 
rich,accompanied with wife menand;gao0d Conn and in; poflgion. of fs 
realme.l meateK. t{phonſe(latey crowned by Pops Alexander a.Spaniard, borne 
mthercalmeof Arragon) who had the Flrorentingsjgiped with bim,and /greas, 
intelligence with the Turke. He badalſoaſan bearingarmes, called, Dom, F4r:; 
rande, a courteaus yong geutleman, of the age at two 9x threeand pwenty, yeres, 
who was welbe!bued in therealme,and a brother alÞ-named Dom Frederic, who. 
ſucceeded the faid Ferrandein this ourage,and was a very wile man,and lg&rigy | 7 TN 
army vpon the ſea. He had been long trained vpon this (1de che A | 


ofhim you hadoften aſſured me my Lord of Vienna by your knowledge.in, A - toB0 
ſtrology, that he ſhould be King, ſothat he once promiſed me toure hound, 6; 
frankes of yeerely revenues in the ſaid realme, when that came to paſle, which, 1: macs Þ 


promiſe was made twenty yeeres beforerht prophelierooke effect, = "I avfg $2144 nonng 
y Now to procede,the Kingaltered his mind 5 through rhe Duke of Milans gap; *Fortewas ; 


'inormmdeda 


neſt ſollicitation made both by letters,by the EarleCharjes of Belleioyeule his amy ge grit ro! 


baſlador, and bythe two ahoue named.. Notwithſtanding the Generall in the houe gone i * 
end began tofaihr, ſeeing all men of wiſdome and vnderſtanding to. millike this Pn _ ©. 
voyage for many reſpetts, andeſpecially becauſe the Kingss forceslay abroad in yd 
campe in Augult, vnfurniſhetl of money, and all other things neceflary ; butche oY 
Seneſchall alone carried the credit from them al, ſo far forth that the King ſhew- 
ed a.countenance ot diſpleaſure tothe Generall three or foure daies,but he ſaone 
recouerced his fauour agiine. At this preſent died one ofthe Seneſchals-ſcruants 
ofthe plague,as men ſaid; for the which cauſe he durſt not repaire to the Kings 

rſence to his great griefe, for no man ſollicited the voiage : but @ne the contra- 
rie {ide the Duke and Dutcheſle of Burboh were there, labouringallthatin them 
lay to ouerthrow it,wheruntoalſo the ſaid General encouraged them, by meanes 
whereof one daie the voiage was daſhed, and anotherreuived. In the cnde the | 
King reſolued to goe, and my ſelſe mounted on horſebacke with the formoſt, ho- : 

ing to paſſe the mountaines the more commodigully with ſmall companie: bur 
| racdined acountermand; whereby -I was aduertiſed that all wasakered againe. ; 
The ſel ſame day were borrowed (ifty thouſand ducates of a merchant of Milanz * | ' © 
but the Lord'Lodovic deliueted the money yponafſurance madeto the faid mers, | 1 tivaker 
chant for the repaiment:my ſelf ſtood bound for (ixthouland,and others for the daring mo-. 
reſt ; but this money was lent without intereſt. The King had borrowed before neyat 4-pound 
ofthe banke of Soly at Genua a hundred thouſand frankes the incereſt where. of 1c4rortuare 
amounted in foure moneths to 14. thouſand franks 5.Burt fome ſaid that the two: mencths, | 


aboue named had part bothin the principall,and alſo inthe interelt. | 
11S #1 BLLTLEULE 73" p 4 Chap. 53 
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Chap. 5. How King Charles departed from Vienna in Daulphine to conquere 7 
| '- #he redone of Naples in perſon, and what his nauie wpon the 
- ſea did onder the leading of the Duke of Orleans. 


= SN: = O be ſhort, the King departed from Viennathe23.of Au« 
' The Xing e wt goſtinche yecre 1 494 and marched ſtraight towards Alt =; 


the oof Sev» 8 a) Py At Sure Matter Galees of $. Seuerin came tv-him in pak, 
rember 1494+ fs Y pls + from whencethe King remooued to Thurin, wete he boyy 
Guiecier, | 38 rowedall the Duchefle of Sauoyegiewels, who was daughter 


C £ tothe late Lord William Marques of Montferrac, and Duxe 
* Charks of Sanoyes widowe,the which he engaged for rwelug 
houfand diicares. A few daies after, he went to Cafall'to the Marques of Mont- 
ferrats widow; being a wiſe yoong Lady, daughtertothe King of Seruia. The 
Turke had'cotiquered her countrie, and the Emperor, whoſe kinfwoman ſhee 
was (having as [ſappoſe;gaken her into- his proteftion) had beſtowed het:inm 
this houſe of Montferrat. Shelent alſo her jewels, which were in like maneren« 
gaged for twelire thouſand ducats. Hereby you may perceine what ſucceſle 
. this voiage was like to haue had, if God alone had not guided the enterpriſes 
_— The King abodear Aft acertaine ſpace *. That yeereall the wines of Italic were 
rillche 6.of ſewer, which our men much miſliked, neither could they away with the great 
Oaober. 1% heate of the aire. To Aſt camethe Lord Zodevicand his wife with a goodly train 
Aquit, ® roviſirethe King, where they abode two daies : and then,the ſaid Zodowic depar- 
' Alpbexſein red toa caftell of the Duchie of Milan, a league from Aſt-called Nom , whither 
perſon Ives the Kings Councell repaired daily to him. King Alphonſe had two armies abroad 
brizzoo, . . ih the countrie, the one in Romaine 3 towards Ferrara, vnder the leading of his 
aye fough: ſore, accortipanied with the Lord YrgillYrfin, the Earle of Perilbane, and the 
but in an af- Lord John James of T reuoul, who is now become French. Againſt theſe the King 
ſemblybeld *fenrthe Lord # Awbigny 4a valiant and wiſe Knight, with two hundred men of 
rs armes French,and tive bundred men of armes [talians, being in the Kings feruice, 
a: Vicouare ynder the leading of the Earle of Caiazzefo often before mentioned , who was 
Jura of thereasthe Lord Zodowics lieutenant, and feared greatly thediſcomfiture ofthele 
2greedthathe forces, which iFit had happened, we had repaired -bome incontinent, and hee 
ſhould palle ſhould hate had his enemies vpon his necke, whoſe intelligence was great inthe 
but giue the Duchie of Milan. ) 
charge of the ** The other army was vpon the ſea, vnder the leading of Dom Fredericke King 
amice>hs Alphonſes brother, and lay at Ligorneand at Piſe ; for the Florencines tooke part 
+ This 4»= As yet with the houſe of Arragon, and furniſhed them of certaine galleies. More- 
69990352 ouer, with the faid Dom Fredericke was Breto de Fliſco , and certaine other Genus 
andaSteward Ols; by whoſe intelligence he hoped tocauſe Genua to reuolt 5. And fare they 
andofhumhe had almoſt obtained their purpoſe at Specie and Rapalo neere to Genua, where 
gowning®. they landed a thouſand of their faction, by meanes whereof they had vndoub- 


Scots 1s by his 


father lmeally fedty atchiened their enterpriſe, ifthey had not been very ſpeedily aſſailed. But 
yo d the fk ſame day or the next day, Zewis Duke of Orleans arrived there with cer+ 
everdwided taine ſhips, anda good number of galleies, and one great galliafſe being mine, 
wy on" che patrone whereof was one Maſter Albert Aly, and it carried the ſaid Duke 
(called hecie and'rhe principall of the army, and many goodly peeces of artillery 3 for 
in many pla- jt as very ſtrong,andapprocked ſo neerethe ſhore,that the very artillery almoſt 
ces Frwr2uf) Jiſcomfited the enitnies, who before had never ſeene the like : for artillerie 


Adorni, Dore: - 4 , , 
and Spinels, Was at that time ſtrange and new tothe Italian nation. The ſoldiers landed alſo 


that 


ry 
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that were in the other ſhips : and from Genua wherethe Kings whole army.lay, 
came a band ot Swiflers by Land led by the Bailite of Digeon,- who had ioined 
with him cerriine of the Duke of Milans forces (vnderthe leading of Maſter John 
Lewis de Fliſco brothet to the ftorenamed Brero, and of Maſter /ohn Adorne) the 
which (norwith(tanding that they were not at the skitmilh) ſhewed themſelues 
valiant Soldiers indetendiag a (traightagainſt the enemies.. To'be ſhorr;becauſe 
men cameto hand-{trokes with the enemies, they were dilcomfited and pur to 
flight, and a hundred or [1x (core (laine,and eight orten taken priſoners: among 
the which was one Fonrgouſin lonne to the Cardinall ot Genua. Thoſe priſoners 
that were diſmiſſed, were al ſtripped ro their ſhirts by the Duke of Milans bands, 
and other harme had they none, for ſuch is the law of armes in Iralte. I ſaw allthe 
letters that were ſent both to the King and tothe Duke of Milan making repotr 
of this skirmiſh. Thus was the enemies Navie repulſed, which atrerward appro- 
proched no more {o neere. At our mens returne, the Genuois thought to habe 
raiſed a tumulr and flew certaine Almaines in rhe 'rowne, certainealſoof them 
were {laine, but the matter was ſoone pacitied. | 

I muſt here ſpeake a word or two of the Florentines, who had ſent twiſe toth 

King before his departure our of France meaning onely to difſlemble with him, 
with cheir firſt Armbaſſadors(beingrthe Biſhop of Arele 5, and one named Peter'* The Tealiang 
SonJorin) the King commanded me,the Senelchall,and the General to negotiate; [we Arco, 
Our demaunds were only theſe : Firſt, ro giue the King paſſagethrough their 7, hour 
countrie : and ſecondarily, to ſerue him with a hundred men of armes, paying wwene Flaws 
chem after the Iralan intertainment;, which was but ten thouſand ducats the /7re* 00 Pes 
yeere?7. Theſeambaiſſadors depended wholy vpon Peter of 'Medicts a yoong! 6n2zade 
man of ſma!l wiſedome, ſonne to Lawrence of Medicis who was dead , and had: k<rowhich 
beene one of the wiſelt men in his time, and had gouerned the citic almoſt as — 
Prince, 2s did allo at this preſent his ſonne : and. as two deſcents of their houſe mn. 
had alreadie ſucceſſiuely done,namely LZaurencethe father of this Peter,and Coſme.*.! — 
of Medicis the tir{t roote and tounder of this houſe, a man worthy among the one hundred 
worthieſt. And ſure of their trade (being merchandiſe, ) I thinke it hath beene $vcaes for e- 
the greateſt houſe that ever was in the world : for their ſeruants and fators haue ,,. 3» 
had fo great credit vnder their name that it is wouderfull.My ſelfe haue ſeene the Iralianmenof 
proofe thereof both in Flanders and England. For I knew one called Gerrard 2ua- — 
nueſe by whoſe only helpe (ina manner K, Edwardthe fourth kept the crowne on chers as che 
his head when ciuill wars werein the realme of England:for he lent him at times Du 
morethen ſixſcore thouſand crownes, little for his Maſters profit, notwithſtan- ,,;,., i. 1egs 
ding hereconered hisprincipall intheend. Another alſo'Tknew named Thoxas by thc halfe, 
Portwnay, who was pledge at one time betweene the ſaid K. Edward and D. Char- 
ksof Burgundy tor tifry thouſand crownes, andat an other time in another 
place for fourſcore thouſand. I commend not the wiſdome of merchants in this 
doing,butI commend Princes that vie merchants well and keepe day with them, 
for they know not when they ſhall need their helpcand Omertmea little money 
doth great ſeruice. 1 9) wedz 5,0 hte JA- TY re 

It ſeemerh rhat his houſe of Medicis fel to raineasrmighty houſes do in realmes 
& Empires,for the greacauthority of this:/Peren of Medicis predecefiors did:him 
harme : notwithſtandingthe gon ent of Coſme the itt of that hovle was 
milde and gentle , ſuch/as was agreeable with! 2 free ſtate;;: Bur Lowepte this | 
Peters fither (whom we riowpreſeraly write.of )becauſe of the gredt varience; 542-5: 
before mentioned in this hiſtorie, that was berweerieHim andthetn of Piſa, and, 
others (diuers of the which at that time were hanged}) tookea gardeof gwenty 

| TA men 
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men for the defence of his perſon by the commandement and leaue ofthe Senio- 
rie, who commanded nothing, bur at his pleaſure : notwithſtanding he behaved 
himſelfein this great authority very diſcreetly and ſoberly, for as (before ſaid) 
he was one ofthe wiſeſt men in his time. But this Peter who ſucceded his father 
( ſuppoling the like authoritieto be due to him of right) became terrible by 
meanes of this guard, and vſed great violence in the night, beating menas they 
went in the ftreetes, and abufing their common treaſure, ſo had his father done 
alſo, but ſo wiſely, that they held them(elues in manner contented therewith. 

In the ſecond ambaſlage thefaid Peter ſent to Lions, one called Peter Capon 
with diuers others, by whom he excuſed himſelfe, as before he had done, for not 
accompliſhing the Kings requeſts, ſaying that King Zewis theeleuenth had com- 
manded the towne of Florence, to enter into league with King Ferrande in the 
time of Duke 79h» of Aniou,and to depart from theirleague with the ſaide Duke: 
wherefore ſeeing by the Kings commandement they were entred into this 

ue, which endured yet certaine yeeres : they could not abandon nor torſlake 
* They gue the houſe of m_—_— Burt if the King hapned to come into their countrey, 
this counſe!l they promiſed to do him great ſeruices, which offer they made becauſe they 
Forenmines Thought (as the Venetians did) thatthe King would not come into Italie. In 
beiog barred both theſe ambaſlages there was ſome one enimieto the ſaid de Medici, eſpecially 
+ gg in thelatter this Capon, who often aduertiſed vs by what mcanes the citic of Flo- 
migbemur- rence might bee brought to rebell againſt the ſaid Peter, and deliuered allo his 
mar againſt reſſage in far worſetermes than indeede it was ſent ; and further, garſe aduiſe to 
are baniſh all theFlorentines out of Fraunce, and ſo were they *. Thus much haue 
misfortune T written, to theend you may the better vnderſtand that which afterward en- 
_ ſued : for the King became morrall enimieto the faid Peter, and the Seneſchall 
Prince isal- and generall had great intelligence with his enimies in the citie, eſpecially with 


waies blamed this Capon, yeaand with twoallo ofthe ſaid Peters colin germaines being both of 


a caſe bes 1 OWNC NAM, 


Chap. 6. How the King remaining yet in Aft, reſolued to paſſe foorth towards Naples 
at the earneſt [ute of Lodouic Sforce. How Philip de Commines was 
ſent ambaſſador to Venice : of the Duke of Milans death ; after 
whoſe deceaſe the ſaid Lodowic ſeized pon the Dwchie, 
to the preiudice of a ſonne the ſaid Duke 
left behinde bim. 


of Haue told you already what happened vpon the ſea at Ra- 
& - palo. Dom Frederickeretired to Piſa and Ligorne, leauing 
his footemen behind him whom hee had landed. The 
Florentines waxed maruellous weary of him ; for they be 
and euer have been better affeted to the houſe of France, 
TD "47 than to that of Arragon. Our army that was in Romany 
» =S notwithſtanding that it were the weaker ) furthered 
; :.- greatly our affaires ; for it made Dom Ferrande Duke of 
Calabria by little and little to retire : which when the King perceiued, he reſol- 
uedto paſſe forward, being earneſtly ſollicited thereunto by the Lord Lodowic & 
the others aboue named. The ſaid Zodowie at his firſt meeting with the K. ſpake 
thus vnto him : Sir, feare notthis enterpriſe, thereare inltaly but three might 
eftates, one of the which taketh part with you which is Milan ; another mouet 


hot,to wit,the Venetians, ſo that you haue only to do with the force of Naples. 
hs But divers 


G""CTSDaAI1mmeSYYANDMN 


* meant, andallg becauſe he was light of calke: but ſure he was well affected ro, his 


cometo him. Buoy body ſaid he wasextreame ſicke : notwithſtanding the K. 


m,wha praendectrilegothe Dycchy of Milan®. Byrghe Generalelpecially.was * Whie right 
Mtended therewith for ngw he cROngAf himſelfe a great and ſome = — 


ſent home, which hiswords cauſed the faid_ Generall openly to babble againſt ;o,hc wi 
bim, and to fay that he would deceiuerhe whole company : but ſilence. would declare. 
better haue becommed bum, Notwithſtanding as touching him,neuer wiſeman 

made account of him a matter ofeſtate, both becauſe he vuderſtaod nvx 2 it 


Maſter, They concluded in vheendto {end abrode divers.ambaſlad ors, and my 
ſelte among thege(lt was appointeg'to go to Venice, but my di ſparch was deaied 
awhile, becauſeche King was lide.of the ſmall pocks, and in dan gerof death; for 
an ague was ioined, with his diſeaſe, but itendured not paſt. fixe or ſeyen dajies, 
Then departed lequing the Kingin Aſt, & verily beleeving that he wquld paſſe 
no further ;.In fixe daies | went to Venice with my mules and carriage ; for the 
way was maruellous faire. But I departed from the faid towne of Al ingreat -- 
feare, doubting the Kings returne home : notwithſtanding God had otherwiſe © 
diſpoſed of this enterpriſe, for he went ſtraight to Pauie , and, paſſed through  ' 
Caſall, where the Marchijoneſle of Montferrat lay, which w as a good Lady, and 
great friend to vs, but deadly enimie to the Lord Zodeuic,and- he alſo to her. 
Whenthe K. azriuedat Pauie, ſome (mall ieloulie began toariſe; for they would 
haue lodged him inthe towne and notin thecattell, but he would not lodge bur 

in the cattcll,& fo he did. Thoſethat were neereabourt him baue told me, that he 
was therein ſome danger. Wherefore the ſelfe ame nightthe watch was renfor- 
ced,whereat the Lord Zedouic maruclled greatly, ſo far forth that he communed 
thereof with the King, demanding if he had conceiued any ſuſpicion of him. To 
be ſhort, their bebaviour was ſuch on both ſides, that their amutie could not long 
endure: but we babbled much more than they, not the. King himſelfe, bur cer- 


taineof his neercſt kinſmen 3. In this caſtell of Pauic was 1obnGaleas Duke of Mi- "tex meanch 
[ k rie © 


Ligny, the 


e was his colln germaines;& he hath told me that their com- * King Charley | 


before the ſaid Zodouic,deſiring him to haue pitty vpon her father & brother. He rers:o the * 


anſerd that it could not be.Bur to ſay the truth, ſhe might better have m_—_ _ of 
Z 3 or 9s 
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forher hnsband and her ſelfe,/being ar that rimea goodly yoong Ladie. 

+ Promithence the King remooued to Plaifance, where the ſard Lodonic receined 
ketrers that tis nephew rhe Duke of Milan ay atthe point 6Fdeath, wherefore he 
Goke his leque ot the King to goto him. TheKing deſired him to returne, and 

"fo hepromiſedro do. Betore hecameto Pavie the Duke died, whereupon he rid 

-* incofitinent, as it were in poſt to Milan! Alltlicke riewes 1 vaderſtood by a letrer 

--- -- thatthe Venetian ambaffador reſident with the faid Lodoax lent toVenice, wher- 
inalfo he advuertifed the Seniorie thathe meahe ro make himſelfe Duke, which 
both the Duke of Venice and the Sefiiorie vtterly miſliked, fo farre foorth that 

they asked me wherherthe King would not detend rhe childe 3 which though 

on Ys chat he ſhould : yet I made the marter doubefall, confidering 


how ne 
affaires:* " Fo. : 

To be ſhort, he madehimſelfe to be receined at Milan as Duke; which was the 
onely end (as ſome ſaid) why he had cauſed vsto paſſe the Mountaines. Many 
alfo tharged him with his nephewes death, whoſe kinsfolkes and friends in Italy 
werein artnes to haueraken the government from him/which they would exfily 
haut done; had not the Kings comming ſtopped then. For they were already 
in Rotnaine (as you haue heard.) But the Earle of Caiaz2etind the Lord of Au- 
bigny made them to retire. For the ſaid LordoFAnbigny had with him a com- 
pany of hindred and fiftie or two hundred nien of armesFreneh ,-and a good 

and of Swiſſers. Dom Ferrande and his forces retired towards their friends, 
diflodging euer halfe a daies iourney before ourmen,and marched towards Fur- 

'Iewas cor- ty 5, which belonged to a Ladie berng a baſtard of Milan;and widow of the Ea- 
- aA 2 rle Hierorime, nephew to Pope Sixtws ©. This Lady fauoured them as the report 
for Fly, Went, notwithſtanding after our men had taken by aſſault alittle towne of hers, 
which theold being firſt beaten halfe a day with the canon : ſhe reuolted to vs, being indeede 
called rus Well affefted to vs before. Further, the 227 wa of Ttalie began in all places to take 
livjg, _ heartandtodeſirechangeand alteration : for they ſaw that which before they 
*0teuien 193 1,24 neuer ſcene, I meane the feate of artillerie; which they were vnacquainted 
ofRiare, was With, and which in Fraunce was neuer more pradtiſed than at thattime. The faid 
- wp racy Dom Ferrandea pong ſtill neerer and neerer to his realme, and went to Seſen- 
with title of Ne, faire wy oft c Popes in the Marque of Anconne ; but the people ſpoiled his 
Vicar of the carriage an ſtuffe whenſocuer they tooke his men at aduantage. And through 
Church, but all Italy they would haue rebelled, if the wars had bethe ordered on our fide 


he was vnder 


the goucrn- Without ſpoile : but all was done cleane contrarie, to my great griefe, becauſe of 


| menrofKathe. the honor and renowte the French nation might haue obtained by this voiage. 


4 0 _ For at our firſtarriuall the people honored vs as ſaints, ſappoſing all faith and 
mentioned. * yertueto be in vs : but their opinion endured nor long, partly becauſe of the dif- 
Guin. - orderand fpoile our men vied ; and partly becauſe of the flanderous reports our 
etiemies made of vs in all places, charging vs that we forced women,and robbed 
and carried away money, and whatſoever we conld lay hand on, of heinouſer 
ctifries rhey could not haue accuſed vs in Italy , for no nation is ſo ielous and co- 
verousas the Italian. As rouching women they belied vs; but the reſt was nor 


altogirher vntrue. 


Chap. 7. 


ry an inſtrumentrhefaid Lord Zodowir was at that tithe for the Kings 


— 
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Chap. 7." How Peter of Medites yeelded fower of the Florentines firongeX phces to 
| —_ aad how the King reftbred Piſa Betug one of thim, to thei? ancient 
libertie: | 2007 wt wh, a TP £07 97220990 2001 
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S629 HeKing (as befdteyon hate heard) witarPhifthce, where 

RO he'canſed a folenine funerall to be tnatt for his eaftniger- 

| 2 wo Mainethe Dake of Milan'; for other thing wiſthe ti6t whhe 

8% OY ro doe, the new Duke of Milan'being deparred fron him. 

5 Te? * They thar beſt y1derſtood the cortrſe oPthele affaires, have 
1 < 


75) told methar the whole companie Uefited to retutrichome, 

X Fey is well for tharthey were 'vapronided of all rhings'neceſſt- 

rie, as alſo becauſe of divers doubrsthat werearifen : Tor certaine that at the firſt 

emed ro haue greatgood liking of this voiage; began now vtrerly to diſallow 

thereof, namelythe Lord of Vrte Maſter'of the Horſe ,' who wisnor with the 

King, burlay ticke at Gentaa 7 whence he rote him afetrer; giving bifh thereſh 
rovnderſtand of ders doubts and tcaloutfes wheiroFtie was hdvercifed: But Go) 

before I have faid'in divers places} God rfanifeſtly deHaredthir he himſelfe g6- 

uerned this enterpriſe, For'ſuddenly inthe necke of this letter, newesearitetd 

the King that the Duke of Milan woutdflibtrly retarte; andthirthe Florctiritks t Ir was Fo: 
began ro fauour vsin hatred of Peter dr Wiairer, who governed therras the had £m ln the 
been their Prince, to the great diſcontentition both of many 'of his owne neefl commuy.. 
kinſmen, and of diners alſo ofthe beſt ciritens, tathelythe Crop, the Sonderinf; > He meancrh 
the Nerly, and in manner the whole citie. Whereforerhe Kingdeparted from 4s ine Puke 
Plaifance and marched towatds' the Florentines territories, meaning either to'found dclaies 
cauſe them to declarertierheſhes for him,'orto take their towttes being/vriforti-19 caalethe 
fied, and lodge his nien in them all 'the winter, which was already begun. Di- a1 $9.0, 
uers ſmall places yeelded vnt9 him, fo did alſo theritie of Luques ennnferothein the Floren- 
Florentines , thewing hinr'ﬆ pleafare and fervicertiztin them lay. Now you ES 
ſhall vnderſtand chad'eHe Drke of Milan had two purpoſes in his head; firſt he thac choir © 
ſought by all meanes poffible ts ftay the King from paſſing further thar fam-onneswould 
mer, Secondarily ,'h< hoped ro gbtaine of hirrPifa (a grear and afalte citie) pm indeed 
together with Serzane,'a {Perrefantee which two places had been ſubie& toythey did) and 
the Genenoisnor lonf{tfore, and werewyoonfrom ec then by 


eee m by the Florentines ine, 


of the Kin 
The King paſſed thtdtigh Pontreme one of the Dnkg of Milans ftownes , andfuch »5 hee 


went to beltege Serzanethe ſtrongeſt and beſtcaſtle the Florentines had, but vn-Oohdk (tin 
furniſhed becauſe of their great diuiſron. To fay therruth, the Florentines ne- of the Guel- 
ver beare armes willingly againſtthe houſt of Fraunce: for they haueeuer faith- CR 
fully ſerued ir and raken part with it, Horh'becauſe of their grear trafficke inin traly vader 
Fraunce, and alfo becauſe they have euer been of the Guelphesfa&tion 3, If this the Emperor 
lace had been well furniſhed the King tihftofneceffitic hare broken his arm ava yo 
bor the country is very barren and full of Hls, and viAtuals there were none to be 1240. The 
gotten : beſides thar,thie ſnow laymiarueffoys deep vpontheground. Aﬀer they peines 
Kings ſiege had ffen before it three daies, the Diike of Milan came thither , noemperor; the 
congytrion being yet trade beriveen thEFloretitiies 1nd the King #, and paſ- Guelphes tos 
ſd through Ponrreme; where the tawnfn cn atifthefoldiers of rhe garriſon fell, T1, 
at fuch variance with ofit Almnines(tedþy brieBuſ#) that cerraine of the faidpofrion he 
Almaines were flaine : 'of the which het eſftahs great jricotmeniejice , as pete of 
hereafter you (hall heare. F dr altkon vhtwe bv (oo pr ſent atthefe a%tt- this chaprer, 
Ons ; 
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ons : yet vnderſtood I of them both by the King, the Duke, and diuers others. 
The Florentines began now to practiſe, and appginted fifteen or lixteen to goe 
tothe King , ſaying, thatthey would no, longer continue in ghis great danger, 
nor ſuſtaine the diſpleaſure ot the King and the Duke of Milan, whq had conti- 
nually an ambaſlador relidentat Florence. And Peter of Medices conſented to 
the ſending of chigambaſſage tor to lay the truth, he could not remedie it, con- 
ſidering ypon whattermes they ſtood: for if they had done otherwiſe, they had 
been _— being vnprouided of allthings,and vtterly vnacquainted with the 
wars... When theſe ambaſſadors camexo the Kings preſence, they offered to re- 
ceiue him into Florence and their other places, neither cared the greater part of 
them how the world went, ſo that we would cometo Florence to chaſe away Fe- 
ter of Medices ; which matter they earneſtly preſſed, becauſethey had good in- 
telligence with the abouec named.that governed the Kings aftaires. 

On the other (ide Peter.of Medices praftiſed by a ſeruant of his owne named 
Laurence Spinelly , who was his fator at Lyons, and an honeſt man in his vocati- 
on, and had liued long in Fraunce: bug of the ſtate of our Courthe could vnder- 
ſtand nothing, no hardly they chat had been Courriers all their liues, becauſe of 
the often changes andalterations. This Spmclly negotiated with thoſe that here- 
rafore had borne all rhe (way, nam F' Lord of Breſle afterward Duke of 
Szuoy , and the Lord of Miolans chamberlaine ro the King. Soone after the 
aboue named ambaſſadors were returned to Florence, Peter of Medices accom- 
panied with certaine, of the citie, came himſelfe to the King te make anſwerto 
our requeſts : for they within the citic ſaw vtterdeſtruſtion beforetheir cies, 
vnleſſe they yeelded to all the Kings demaunds ; whoſe fauour they hoped to 
obtaine, by offering him ſome greater ſernice than any ofthe other rownes that 
had already receiued him. At his arriuall Monſeur dg.2iexnes a Flemming born, 
and Chamberlaine tothe King, andthe generall Byz//onet were ſent to treat with 
him, who required him tg yeeld vnto the King the caſtell of Serzane, which pre- 
ſently.hedid. They required him further to lend the King Piſa, Ligorne, Petre- 
fan&e, and Libretato : whereuntoallo he agreed incontinent, neuer communi- 
catingthe matter with his collegues, who ſuppoſed that the King ſhould onely 
haue lodged in Piſa, and theſe other places to refreſh hi, bur not haue held 
them till: well, by this, meanes they yeelded their whoſe eſtate and forceinto 
our hand. Thoſe that negotiated wich the faid Peter haue told both me and 
others ſince, ſcoffing and ieſting at him, thatthey wondrgd:o ſee him fo lightly 
condeſcend to ſo weighty,a matter, granting more than they looked for. To 
conclude, the King en red into Piſa,and the aboue named ambaſſadors returned 
to Florence, where the laid Peter cauſed the Kings lodging to be made in his own 
houſe, which was the goodlieſt of a citizens or merchants houſe that euer I ſaw, 


= 


and better furniſhed than any mans houſe in the world of his eſtate. 

I muſt heere ſpeake a word or two of the Duke of Milan, who now wiſhed the 
King with all. his heart out of Italic, notwithſtanding that both already he had 
made his profit by him, and ſought allo fill ſo to doe : for he was ih hope to 0b- 


taine of him, the places, yeelded by the Florentines , and preſſed him earneſt! 


| y 
for Serzane; and Petreſan&te, which pan appertained to the Genuois : he lent 
himalſoatthat preſent 39. thouſand ducats, and he hath ſince told both meand 
others, that theſe places ware promiſed him. But when he ſaw that he could not 
obtainethem , he departed in great dilpleaſure from the King, pretending that 
earneſt bulineſle called hay AOmR ,. which was the laſt timethe King ſaw him : 


notwithſtanding , he left Maſter Galeas of Saint Severin behind kim, wheuky 
ioyn 


» we © a© Ron Tt 


w 
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ioyned in commiſſion in all matters with the Earle Charles of Belleioyeuſe. The 
[1d Maſter Galeas while the King lay in Piſa, (ent (by his Maſters aduile) for the 
chiefe citizens of the rowne to his lodging, where he perſwaded them to rebell 
againſt the Florentines , and to delire the King to reltorethem to theirancient 
libertie, truſting by this meanes that Piſa would fall into the Duke of Milans 


clawes , vnder whoſe obedience it had been 5 in the time of ob» Galeas the firlt 5 It was 1a 


Duke of Milan of that name, (a great and wicked tyrant though very honorable) mew / _ 


whoſe body lieth buried in the charterhouſe ot Pauia by the parke 5, ſo high roid ir over to 
aboue the highalcar, that wen goe vp ro itby aladdar : certaine of the munkes thc Floren. 
ſhewed me it, at the leaſt his bones, which (melt, as naturallasthey (hould. Fur- g*7;.. 
ther, one of the ſaid monkes who was borneac Bourges, called him Saint, as he was made by 
ralked with me ; and Iasked him in hiseare why be called him Saint, conſidering 1214 4» 
be mighe behold painted round abour him the armes of many cities which he t« h:4 con. 
had wrongfully vſurped 7, and ſeeing the image of him and his horſe being of 3**r<dPauia 
fine marble ſtood higher than the altar, and yet his body lay vnder his horſe ;j., 
teer, He anſwered mee ſoftly , Sir, in this countrey we call all rhoſe Saints that cuir, walled | 
haue done vs any good, and he built this goodly charterhouſe church, which in [0s abou, 
very deed is the faireſt that euer I ſaw, for it is all of tine marble. But to proceed, with all kind 
the ſaid Maſter Galeas ſought to make himſelfe great, and (o I thinke did the Duke of beatts, 
of Milan alſo, becauſe he had maried his baſe daughter: for he manifeſtly decla- gunow bf; 
red that he would aduance him, as his owne {onne, becauſe at that time his owne wars :t is 6c= 
children were all very yoong. The ſaid Piſans were I contefle cruelly hangled — 
by the Florentines, for they vſed them like ſ|Iaues. They had ſubdued thema- buit alſo the 
bour a hundred yeeres before, euen in the ſelfe ſame yeere that the Venetians caltle. In this 
conquered Padna, which was the firſt viRorie that they obtained vpon the firm þ,,.;. 
land. And the fortune of theſe two cities wasalmoſt alike, for they had been an- French King 
cient enimies to thoſe whom now they ſerued , many yeeres before they were j** Priioncr, 
conquered, and almoſt of equallforce with them. Thele Piſans conſulted toge- cf the Empe. 
ther about this motion, and ſeeing-themſclues counſelled by fo greata perlo- ror hole 
nage, and being alſo of themſelues ; era of libertie : a great number of tbem £;1,v,40. 
both men and women, camecrying to the King as he went to maſle, Zibertie, no 1525, bur 
Libertie, deſiring him with weeping eicsto grant it them. One of the Maſters gf '* Fre-blay, 
the requeſts (who was acounſ(ellor of the parliament in Daulphine named obo)! they begin 

oing before the King, or executing his office ſaid vnto him , were it becauſe he nor he Fg 
ad promiſed the Piſans ſo to doe : or becauſe he vnderſtood not what they ge-, — 
manded) that it was a lamentable caſe, and that of right he ought ro grant them conquered in 
their petition, adding, that neuer men were ſo cruelly handled, The King not |< 29-<i- 
vnderſtanding well what this word meant, but bewailing in his mindethe miley the which 
rableeſtate of the Italian nation , and the cruelty that both Princesand commo--were Pauie, 
nalties vſe towards their ſubie&s ( notwithſtanding that in-reaſon he could narne'e mob» 
grant them their libertie , ſeeing the towne was none of his, butlent him vpon. Perouſe, Lu- 
friendſhip at his great need : ) anſwered that he was contented to grant their re; Mets Vercei 
queſt, and fothe counſellor aboue named declared vnto them : whereupon the; * 
people incontinent began to proclaime holiday in token of iop., and went-t9, 
their bridge which is a very goodly one built ouer the river of Arne, and threw 
downeto the ground, and afterward into the river a great lion ſtanding vpona 
ſtrong pillar of marble called maior , repreſenting the Seniorie of Florence: 
upon the which pillar they cauſed to be ereted the image of a King of Fraunce 
holding a naked ſword in his hand, and treading the maior or lion vnder big, 
horſe feer. But after when the King of Romanesentred thetowne, > 

ith 
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with the Kings image as now with the lion : for ſuch is che nature of the Italian 
nation, to turne cuer with the ſtrongeit. Notwithſtanding theſe Piſans were then 
and yet are ſo cruclly handled that they are to be holden for excuſed. 


Chap. 8. How the King departed from Piſato Florence, end of the flight 
ana ruine of Peter de Medices. 


&/ \D 
) @ Rh, 2 13- great wrong he had done their eſtate, by reſtoring rhe Piſans 
SAC WD ? rolibertie contraricto hispromiſe. Thoſe that were appoin- 


(7 *Q\/ \@. red ro make anſwer heeteunto excuſed the faGt : ſaying , thar 
E: \ Þ3 
CTEEIE 


55 Frer the King had repoſed himſeltc a fewdaics ar Piſa , he de. 
2) parted ro Florence , where they had declared vnto him the 


SD che King had not well vnderſtood with what conditions Piſa 
SY was dcliucred vnto him,ncither vnderſtood he another crea 
x Thisis1r0- he made with the Florentines * : whereof you ſhall heare, after I haue ſpoken ſom- 
1eclpokendi- what of Peter de Medicis ruine , and ſhewed bow the King entrediinto Florence, 
brake this ſe- Ieauing a garriſon in Piſa, and the other places lent him. The faid Peter after he 
cond rreatie had ycelded tothe King the places aboue mentioned with the conſenrof certain 
nedinthe ve- Of the rowne, returned tothe citic, ſuppoſing thatthe King wauld not hold them 
ry next chap- ſtil], butreſtorethem at his departure from Pita , where he would butrepoſe him- 
ative ar elfe three or fower daies. Yer am I of opinionthar if it had pleaſed him to win- 
beynderſtood ter there, they would willingly hauc agreedthercunto,norwithſtanding thar Piſa 
- r9T 6 be of grearer importance to them than Florence it ſclfe, ſaue that their perſons 
in ſuch itced, and goods be reſident in Florence *. Artheſaid Peters rerurne to Florence, cuery 
- £935 man frowned vpon him, and-not without cauſe : forhe had diſpeſſeſſed chem of 
key of their their whole forceand of all that they had conquered in a hundredyeeres, ſo that 
country, and their mindes ſeemed already ro forcrellthem the euils rhar afterward fell vpon 
rg chem. - VVherefore partly for this cauſe (which I ſuppoſe to be the mags me 
commodiouſ- though they neucr verered it) partly forthe great hatred before rehearſed, which 
ly for theis . rhey bare him , and partly alſo to recouertheir libertie, whereof they thought: 
© - thethſelucsbercaued by him : they determined to baniſh him the towne, forger- 
ring all the benefits of Co/7ws and Laurence de Medicy his anceſtors. The ſaid Peter 
having no'certaine iftelligence of this theit determination, yerdonbring it, went 
-orheplace with his ordinarie garde to aduertiſe them of the Kings comming, 
was about three miles from the rowne : but when he came tothepalace gate 
atidknocked, one of the houſe of Nerly (being the father and many ſonnes whom 
my' ſelfe knew well , all of great wealth) refuſed to ler himin, ſaying, thar if he 
would center atone he ſhould , otherwiſe not 3 and he that made him this refuſall 
wa$Sdrmed. 'The-ſaid Peterreturned incontinent to his houſe, and armed both 
himſelfe and'his'fetuanrs , determining to make reſiſtance againſt his enimies in' 
rhe towne. - Whercof he alſo advertiſed one Paule Yr/in , who was in pay with the 
Fiorenrines (for the ſaid Peter was by his mother of the houſe of Yr/ims , and both 
is father andhe had euerginenentertaifment to certaine of them) but imme- 
diattly dfrer;they heatd the people cry , Liberte; libertie, and ſawthem come to- 
wards his hotiſe try armes. -VVhercupon (following good aduice) by the helpeof 
PAP /Ehe Gdepatted the rowne, which was a miſerable departure tohim : fr in 
powerand wealth both he and his anceſtors , fince the time of Coſmus de Medici 
the 'fiſt of that houſe, had beenin manner equall with great Princes : andthis 


day forttine began'tofrownevpon him , ſorhathe loſt both honor and riches. At 


preſent. myſelle was at Venice, and by the ambaſſador of Florence ——_ 
raed. oE 
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dent, vnderſtood of all theſe newes, which greatly diſpleaſed me ; for I had loued 
his fathef'wdlk If the faid\Perer hadfollowed mineadoice;altthighag neuer hap- 
ned : for immediztely after my arviunallar Venicetwrore vnto him, offering to 
make his peace with the King; for I had commiſhon by mouth both from the 
benetchalt of Bexrcaireandthe-Gonerall oro de? andi am iyell aſſared the K, 
wou'd havebeld himfeſfecomente@ withpaſſagettiroughrheir country, ar the 
moſt with Ligorne, and (thee being obtzined)' hautagreed toall thefaid Peters 
demands: But he by theperſwaſron of the abonenamed 7+ ca CapamJanſwered 

nM 


me it mannev with (coffes; The faid ambaſlidorthe _—_ & 
tothe Senate of Venice, the eoitetits whereof were charrhe Tard/Peterwis ba- 
nhed thetowne, becauſe he foughtts make Hinaſelfe Lord thereof By aide of 
the houſeof Atragon indthe77ſMs, anddivers orhetmatrers vhey chargedtirii 
with, that were vnerue. But fuchbe.chechancesand thanges df thisworkd{rhae 
he that is in adacrfirie; Hath not onely his enimries wo purſue Himy but'his Rronds 
alſo become his foes, asappeared by this ambafſhdor named- Paul 1nthony Sons 
”in, (one of the wikeſt-men in- Italy ) who buttheday beforetalke&with mee? 
this Peter, as if he had been his ſoueraigne Lord, yer now detlarod Himfeltelhis 
enim. Trueit is thatitwss by the Semiories commandement ; for of hinſeife 
particularly he made nodeclaration. The nex&day-Þ was advertiſed rhatrhofid 
Peter came to Venice, and that the Kingin-great triumphwianertredings Blo- 
rence. Moreouer, the Senate of Florence commmded their ambaſſador ro rake 
hisleane of the Sentorie of Venice, aridreturnehome with all . Thelener 
himſelfe ſhewed me, and then departed. ' -Two-daiesafter his departurearriztied 
Peter de Madicss in his doublet and hithofe, or in one of his ſeruants clokes, /Fhe 
Venerians ſtood in great doubt ts receing him 3 forauchfeate#they the Kings 
diſpleaſure. And notwithſtanding 'that they could not of their-nonor refuſe 
him, yet made they him —_— dijes'without the towne, beingrvery deſirous 
co vnderftand of me, how the King would rake ir, ifrhey receiued tim. I'for my 
row defired to do him good, andthe Wing had written nothing ro me againid 
im: wherefore Fanfwered them, that thought hewas fled for ferareof che 
le, not of the King. Wherupon heemred the towne, and the-next diy aftet he 
been with the Seniorie, I went to viſit him. They lodged him well,andper- 
mitted both himfelfe and fifteen or twenty of his/ſeruants that accompanied 
him, ro weare their weapons in the towne 3. And notwithftanding that Caſhmere 3 Forthroiigh 
abane mentioned had hindered them in times paſt from taking of _— Vn 


| Milan, yer dominions nd 
vied they him very well, and reuerenced him for the honor of his houſe , which man may 
had been of ſo greateſtimationand renowmethrough all Chriſtendome. When were bis 
I aw him methought he ſeemed a man of no greatfiuffe, he diſcourſe@to-meat au jcave. 
large of all his misfortunes, and I, as well as I could ,-comforted him. | 
otherthings, he to!d me that he had loſ all , and rhataboue all his orher-miſhaps 
this moſt griened him, thatafator of his in the towne had refuſed ro giue him 
credit for cloth but to the value of 100. ducars toapparell-his brother atid hin 
ſelfe, which was a ſtrange thing, conſidering his eſtate and aucthotitie: for by the 
fpace of threeſcore yeeres the eſtimation of his houſe had beeti'{o , that 
owe it could not be. Soone after, by meanes of the Lordiof Brefleafterward 

ke of Sauoye, the ſaid Peter receiued good newes j for the King wrote vnto 
him, willing him to repaire to his preſence. Notwithſtanding the King was firft 
departed from Florence, as now you ſhall heare, but ſomewh: {Twas foreelt by 
the way to ſpeake of this Peter de Aedicis, 5 hs bn 

| | | Chip. 9: 


© 1 


254 THE SEVEN TH/BOOKE OF 


” TE, 
- z 
ny 


# 


; Chap. (+ i. Lew the King emredines Blorence,and through what other F 
$1956 mid tones hr pefjed tull be cane ts Rome, — 


Tz HE next. day the Kingentred inco Florence , where the lad 


/ -r 
is 


i SL j» dankeat Lyons ought hima greafymme ofmoney, Among 
ſix or ſeauen they land ducts, and two great peeces of another, with a number 
of-other goodly things, whichotbers ſeeing did thelike. Into another bouſein 
thetowne'the ſaid Pezer had conueied all. his goodlieſt ſtuffe, but the people [poi- 
ledibatalſo. The Seniorie had-part of his richeſt iewells, twenty thouſand du- 
eats tp coipethat lay in his banke.in the rowne, diuers faire pots of Agate, and 
ſuch a number .of goodly Camayeux cxcellenzly well cut, (allthe which my ſelfe 
onceſaw) as is wondertull , together with three thouland medales of 2old and 
filuer weying fortie pound weight, the number and goodneſſe whereof, Ithinke 
ally: could;por-match, All chatheloſ}thatday inthe citic, amounted toa 
buadreth thouſand crownes and better, - The King being in Florence ( as you 
hangheard ) 'made a treatie with the citizens to-their great good liking as 1 fup- 
poſe..- The conditions were theſe : They gaue him 11x ſcore thouſand ducats,y 
whereof they paied him fiftiethouland preſently, and the reſt at two payments 
very Jhorely hey lent lum all the places aboue mentioned, they changed 
theirarmes beingthe red flower de luce, and gave the Kings armes, And hetor, 
his pars;recejued them into his ſafegard and proteion, and promiſed and ſware 
pan the.altar:of Saint /obptoreitore theirplaces vnto them within fower mo= 
neths after he ſhould be entred into Naples, or ſooner, if ſooner he returned into 
Fraynct.. Buezhe matter had-other ſuccefle,ashereafter you ſhall heare. 

\\The King ſtaicd not longat Florence, but,went to Senes, where he was hono- 
rably-receiued4:and from thence to Viterbe, where Dom Ferraud (who as you 
have beard retired rowards Rome) was once minded to haue lodged and furni- 
—_ campe,and to haue fought if he had ſeen his aduantage, as I was aduer- 
_ tiſed path by King Alphonſes ambaſſador, and alſo by the Popes legate being at. 
Venice. , And ſure I-looked etter when King Alphon/e being accounteda valiant, 
' Pritice,, ſhould bauecome thither in perſon, leauing his ſonne in hisrealme: for 
.mmine opinion.theplace had-been greatly for his aduantage, conlidering he 
ſhould baue bad bis ownerealme, the dition of the church, and the places and 
; Vo commas. territories of the Yr (ins on his backe. Wherefore 1 was maruellouſly aftoniſhed 
derr,isone whe received letters from the King that he wasentred the towne of Viterbe, 
char ung 2G likewilethecaſtic, which ſoone after hisentry intothe towne a commander 
liuines may yeRlded vnto bim 7, by means ofthe Cardinall Petri ad Yincula (who was gouer- 
— nowr thereof ) and. of the Colonnois. And then began I ro 7 ares y ſelfe 
compelled to that God was folly purpoſed to accompliſh this enterpriſe, ſo far forth that I re- 
beapriclt : 35 pente@&-methat It; ty letters 1 had aduiſedtheKing nottorefuſe an honorable 
or in France, COMPOlition Jfotthey offred him enough. Burto proceed, Aquipendant,Mony 
and ol] the 4ſcon, and:4llthe places round about yeelded before Viterbe, as I was aduer- 

knights of riſed both by the Kings and alſo the Senjories letters (who weredaily.info: 


i lecuflem, by their ambaſſadors of all that hapned) diuers of the which they [bewed me, 
or 
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or cauſed one of their ſecretaries to report vnto me. From thence the K.marched 

ro Rome,through the Vriins territories, which were all yeelded to him by theL. 

.Charles Yr/in , who ſaid that he had commandement from his father * (notwith- . 1; @v1.e; 
ſtanding that he were then in King 4/phonſes ſeruice) ſo to do, and that ſolong as was /rgile 3 
Dom Ferrandthould haue paſſage granted him through the dominions of the {* 2m 
Church,and ſhould bein the ſaid dominions; ſo long he would accompany him moremention 
and no longer. Thus livethey in Italy both Princes and captaines in continuall 's made. 
praiſe with theirenimies,and turning euer as they ſee fortunc incline. Further; 

the K. was receiued into Brachane, the aid Yirgile Y+/ans principall caſtle, which 

was faire, ſtrong, and ſo well furnilhed of vittuals, that I hauc heard the King 
oftentimes commend both the place and the good entertainment hee found 

there. For his army was in ſuchextreme penurie of victuals that in greater it 

could not be. To be {hort, who (o ſhall conſider how often this army was vpon 

the point to returne home lince thetime it firf} arrived at Vienna in Daulphine, 

and by what meanes and ouuertures the journey was ſtill continued : I thinke he 

will confeſſe that God was the leader thereof. 


Chap. 10. How the King ſent the Cardinalt Petri ad Vincula to Oftie 3 
what the Pope did at Rome in the meane time , and how 
the King eutred mto Rome maugre all 
his enimies, 


> ra 3M.,Rom Brachanethe King ſent the Cardinall Saint Peter ad Fin- 

Ya culato Oftic , wherof he was Biſhop : the place was of great 
I\© ]importance,and held by the Colonnois,who lately had reco-- 
>< ucred it from the Pope, whoſe forces not long betore had ta- 
> -=ken ic from the ſaid.Cardinall. It was of no defence,notwith- 
>y-- ſtanding it hath ſince held Romein great diſtreſlea long time _ 
x5 by the aid Cardinals aide * , being great friend to the Colon- 5 This Garde 
nois, who ioyned atthaztime with vs, partly by the meanes of the Cardinall A+ wards Pope 
canio brother to the Duke of Milan and Vicechancellor, and partly in hatred of /atheles 
the Vrſins whoſe enimies they beand euer haue been. Theſe two faftions breed jrooued « 
great troubles in the Church dominions, as doc in Fraunce the fations of Luce deadly enimie 
and Grandmont, and in Holland of Houc and Caballiau * : but were it not for _—_—_ 
this diviſion , the ſaid dominions were the beſt country for the ſubieRts in the rowne of 
world, for they pay no ſubſidies, and other duties but few. Further, they are al- Oftic ditrets 
waies well gonerned, for the Popesareeuer wiſe themſclues , and haue wiſe men neces, rc 
about them : bur becauſe of theſe fations many great and cruell murthers axe beingthevery 
often commirted, as within theſe fower yeeres we haue ſeen a number on both 7 £4. 
ſides, For ſince the time I now write of, the Coulonnois became our enimies, ber, ir kepeall 
though to their great diſhonour : for they poſſeſſed of the Kings gift in the "i®%s oy = 
realme of Naples, namely in the Earledome of Taillecouſe, -and other pla- gomeby was 
ces which the Vrſins had held before, twenty thouſand ducats and better ter, for the 


which cauſe 


of ly revenewes 3. Further, all their other demaunds were graunted 511". 


them, as well charge of men of armes as penſiops. Wherfore they fell from manescalled 
vs very traiteroully, and vpon no occaſion. But you ſhall vnderſtand that ths toyne | 
they had cuer becn partakers with the houſe of Atragon and other enimios of au the ery 


doore or 
mouth as it were of the river. 2 ThefaQtions of Howe and Caballian began in Holland d 1444 Berlandus, Read Mezerlib.16, 
fol. 3 0O. pag, 2, The King gaue to Fabrice Colonne the countrey of Albe and Taillec | e,vwhich vere Virginia Vrſons, 
and ro Proſper the Duchie of T arcent, and the citic of Fonds, 

Aa Fraunce 
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Fraunce, becauſe they wert Gibelins, and the Vrſins had euer been friehdsto 
| Fraunce becauſerhey were Guelphes. To Oftie the King ſent with the ſaid Car- 
dinall Saint Peter ad Vincula, Peron de la Baſche ſteward of his houſe, who was lan- 
ded but three daies before at Plombin, and brought with him by ſeatwenty 
thouſand ducats, parcell'of that money the Duke of Milan lent the King. Vpon 
the ſea with the Kingsarmie (being very ſmall) remained the Prince of Salerne, 
andone called the Lord of Sernon in Prouence whom tempeſt draue into Cor- 
4 This c--þ- fique 4, withtheir nauieall to rent and torne, where they ſtaicd ſoJong in repai- 
que being _ ring it,that it did no ſeruice,notwithſtanding the great treaſure imploied theron, 
rpree "© for before itatriued at Naples,the King was entred thetowne. 
have reſtored At Oftie with thefaid Cardinall were five hundred men of armes, and two 
- earn Dy thouſand Swiſlers led by the Earle of Ligny (the Kings cofin germaine by the 
G«cciar bath mother,) the Lord of Alegreand diners others, who thought to haue paſſed the 
Corſe, river of Tybre there, and to haue incloſed Dom Ferrande within Rome by aide 
of the Coulonnois, the principall of the which houſe were at that time Proſpere 
and Fabrice Coulonne , and the Cardinall Coulonne, accompanicd with two thou- 
ſand footmen, whom the King paid by the hands of the abone named Baſche. 
T he aid footmen they had leuied at their owne pleaſure, and muſtered at Sanne- 
ſonne, a towne of their owne. 
You ſhall vnderſtand,that many matters concur heere,and ofcuery one ſome- 
what is to be faid. Beforethe King entred into Viterbe , he had ſent toRome 
Monſieur de la Trimoille his chamberlaine, the preſident Ganay keeper of the ſeale, 
and the general! Bidaxt, to enter into intelligence with the Pope, who prattiſed 
continually after the manner of lItalie. ' They being in Rome, the Pope in the 
night received Dom Ferrand with his whole forces intothe towne, whereupon 
our ambaſſadors and ſome few of their ſeruants were ſtaied : but the ſelfe ſame 
day the Pope diſmiſſed them. Notwithſtanding he held ftill in priſon the Car- 
. dinall 4/caizne his Vicechancellor, andbrother tothe Duke of Milan, and Prof= 
pereCoulonne ome (aid by their owneaccord. Of all theſe accidents I was ad» 
uertiſed incontinent by the Kings letters, but the Seniorie more amply by their 
ambaſſadors. ' All this hapned beforethe King entred into Viterbe, for neither: 
party ſtaied abouetwo daies ina place. But as touching our affaires they praſ- 
pered better than we could wiſh, and no-maruell : for the Lord of Lords gabe 


thera ſucceſle,as all men might manifeſtly perceiue. 


Ree gr This armie that lay in Oftie could doe no ſeruice becauſe of the foule wea- 


Naples,burz ther; further, you ſhall vnderſtand that the force which the Lord of Aubigny 


Comme led; was returned to the King, and himſelfe alſo, neither had he further chargs 


Annales of. thereof. The Italians were alſo diſmiſſed that had been with him in Romanie, 
Ne Lan vnder the leading of the Lord Rgde/ph of Mantua, the Lord Galzor of Mirandula, 
Nereſwm, of and of Fracd/ſe brother to the Lord Galeas of Saint Seuerin, the which with their 


[wm, 0 - 
p pron faidcompany being to the number of fiue hnndred. men of armes, were well 
Dike of Ca- Paid by the King , for they ſerued him as before you haue heard. The King af- 
labria refuſed ter his departure from Viterbe, remooued to Naples 5, which the Cardinall.4/+ 


me palpore caigye held.” Further, it is moſt certaine that whileour men lay in Oftie, aboue 
7 Ferdinande Ewenty fathomes of Rome was fell ro the ground onthe ſame ſide they ſhould 
wY _ . have entred: The Pope ſeeing this yoong King come thus ſuddenly with ſuch 
to Duke Gate. {@ccefſe, agreed that he ſhould enter the citie, ( for to ſay the truth he could not: 
p 9g forms wy otherwiſe chooſe) and deſired a ſafe conduR®&, ( which the King willingly gran- 
dovie & eo this ££9) for Dom Ferrand D. of Calabria, and only ſonne of K. A{phoyſe, who inthe 
Cacdinall, night retired to Naples, the Cardinall 4/cazgre conueying him to. the - 7 
| Then 


ef a. 4a _ ia "—__-_ —_ 
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Then the King entred the citiein armes, as a Prince hauing power todiſpoſe of 
all things ar his pleaſure, and divers Cardinals with the gouernors and Senators of 
the rowne came forth toreceiue him, He wo in Saint Markespallace, which 
is the Colonnois quarter , who were his friends and ſeruants at thattime, Butthe 
Poperetired into the caſtle of Saint Ange. 


Chap. 11. How King Alphonſe cauſed his ſonne Ferrande to be crow- 
wed King, and fled himſelfe into Sicilie : with a diſcourſe 
of the enill life that his Father the olde 
Ferrande and he had | 
led, . 


5H O would haue thought that this proud King Aiphonſe(ha- 

{£ ving been trained vp all the daies of his life in martiall affairs) __ 
>) that his ſonne and alltheſe 77/ins, wholefaQtion was fo great ,,. ——_— 
inRome, would thus baue abandoned the citie through cow- they rebelled, 
C]. ardiſe , eſpecially ſeeing they knew and vnderſtood perfeQly, 1" they 


Ag 4 ſent for the 
that the Duke of Milan began to wauer,and the Venetians to Duke of Lor- 


S\[y IF. 
5 y ſtirre andtorreate of aleague , which had then beenconclu- rin, whereof | 


ded(asI was certainly informed) if they had made any reſiſtance cither at Virerbe M4u0n is, 


or at Rome, to ſtay the King but a few daies : but God meant toſhew that all frit chapter 
theſe proceedings, paſſed far thezeach and compaſſe of mans braine. And heere þ! i {ucnth 
note by the way, that as the wall of the citie of Rome fell downe,, ſodid fifteene * 7,u;m Por. 


fachomes alſo ot che vantmure ofthe caſtle of Saint Ange, asThaue been aduer- —_— 


riſed by diners, eſpecially of jjrwa Cardinals there preſent. Now] muſtreturne ro Jabs of Anion 
ſpeake a wordor two of King) Alphonſe. and this olde 


Soſoone as the Duke of Calabria called the yoong Ferrande, was returned to ary 


Naples, his father King A{phon/eiydgedhimſelfe vaworthy longer to raigne, be- of Sefie and 
cauſe of the cuils he had committed, and the manifold crueltics he had vſed a- Prince ofRo- 


ane bur one, 


gainſt diuers Barons and Princes-of his-realme. For you ſhall vnderſtand , that : Thc r:alians 


whereas his father King Ferrawde and he had taken (notwithſtanding their ſafe haue Iſchia,- 
condu&) rothe number of 24: ofthem, and had heldthem in priſon from the time —_- 


of their rebellion againſt the ſaid Ferrande * till the hower of his death : this A{- lib.z. cap.7. 


phonſe immediately after his fathers deceaſe for a ſurpluſage of all crueltie , cauſed rr 


them miſerably ro be murthered;; and with them two other whom his father had ,,*,,mine «- 


alſo taken vader ſafe condutt , the one Duke of Sefſe * a man of great authoritic, ab ciflec 


andthe other Prince of Roſane, who had maried the ſaid Ferrardes ſiſter, and had 7 We 
iſſue by hir a ſonne, a very goodly gentleman, True it is, that the ſaid Prince had named Ena- 
wrought greattreaſon againſt him, for the which he had well deſerved death, if "i; /-uiw = 
he had nor been taken vnderſafe condu& : but King Ferrandeto rid himſelte of all jj is named 
feare , tooke him {that notwithſtanding) being come to him by his commande- rw > 
ment, and laid him ina maruellous ſtinking priſon , and afterward put hisſaid fon ;1Q mee 
alſo being betweene fifreene and —— of age. Thus had the Prince of the caſtle in 
e 


Roſaneliued a priſoner when King Alphonſe came to the ſtate , about fower and = —_— 


irty yecres. But the faid Alphonſe immediately after his coronation , comman- (rom Naples, | 
ded theſeprifoners to be led into an Tland neere to Naples called Iſcle 3 ( whereof —_ - 


heereafrer more mention ſhall bee! made) 4nd there villanouſly to bee {laine, — 


all ſaue one or rwo whom he held ſtill inthe caſtell of Naples, namely , the cb«,but Plinie 
faid Prince of Roſancs ſonne, and the noble Earle of Popoli. I haue diligent- — 
ly enquircd after what fort he cauſed them thus cruelly ro be murthered ; (for cyaine, 


Aa 2 , many 


| 


| 
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many ſuppoſed they had been yet living , when the King centred into the good | 

rowne and citic of Naples) and diuers of their principall ſeruants haue intormed 

me, that he cauſed them villanouſly and horribly to be {laine by a Moore of A- 

frike, not ſparing theſe ancient Princes : ſome of the which had been priſoners 

about fower or hive and thirty yeeres. Further, the ſaid Moore immediately af- 

ter the execution done, departed into Barbarie, tothe end no man ſhould know 

what was become of them. To be ſhort, neuer man was more cruell than this 

King Alphoxſe, more wicked, more vicious, more filthy , nora greater glutton. 
Notwithſtanding his father had been the more dangerous : for no man could be 
acquainted with his humor, nor know when he was pleaſed or diſpleaſed ; fo 

that at feaſts and bankets he tooke and betraied men : as for example, the Earle 

James ſonne to Nicholas Picinnio,whom after that ſort he tooke and murthered vil- 

lanouſly, being ambaſſador to him from Duke Francis of Milan , whoſe baſe . 

daughter he had maried. True it is that the faid Francis was conſenting to the 

murther ( notwithſtanding he were his father in law) for they both feared the 

4 Theſe were faid Earle James, becauſe the Braciques 4 in Italy were wholy at his deuotion. At- 
_— ſoa2- ter thelike manner alſo tooke this Ferrande the Princes of his realme abone men- 
7:4. rioned , and as touching pardon or mercy neuer was any to be obtained at his 
greatcapraine hands, as diuers of his neereſt kinſmen and friends haue often rold me; neither 
nhustime, had heatany time pitty or compaſſion vpon his poore people, to eaſe them of 
aymentsand ſub{idies. Moreouer, he vſed within hisrealme all trade of mer- 

chandiſe himſelfe , ſo farre forth that he delinered ſwine to his people to feede, 

which they were conſtrained to fat to further their ſale : and if any of them hap« 

ned todie, they were forced to make them good. In thoſe places where the oile 

olive growerh (namely in Pouille) he and hisſonne-bought itall vp at their own: 

price : and in like manner the corne yet green.vponthe ground, whick they ſold 

againe as deere as was poſſible; and iftheprice thereof hapnedto fall, os 0 con- 

ſtrained their ſubic&s to buy it : belidesthar, during thetime of their ſale, all 

other were forbidden to ſell. If any of their noble men were a good husband, 

and thovght ro ſpare ſome good thing for himſelfe, they would torthwith deſire 

to borrow it ; and if he made refuſall, he was conſtrained to deliner it perforce : 

ſo that they vſed to take from them the races of their horſes (wherewith thas 

countrey aboundeth) and to cauſe them to be broken and kept to their own vſe : 

yea andthat ſuch numbers as well of horſes as of mates and colts, that they were 

eſjeemed many thouſands, which alſo they ſent to feed in diuers places in the 

paſtures of their noble men and other their ſubte&s,to their great loſſe and dam- 

mage. Both of them had forced many women ; andas touching the Church, 

they had it in no reuerence, neither would obey the lawes thereof, ſo farre forth 

that they ſold Biſhoprikes for money; as for example,the Biſhoprike of Tarente 

fold toa lew by King Ferrande for thirty thouſand ducats, to beſtow vpon his 

+ ſonne, who (he faid) was a Chriſtian. Abbeiesthey gaue to faulconers and 0+ 

thers, to beſtow vpon their children , with this condition , that ſome of them 

ſhould enter them a certain number ofhawkes,and keep them flying to their ve, 

and other ſome entertain a number of ſoldiers, at their owne proper coſts and 

charges. The ſonne neuer obſerued Lent, neither ſeemed to thinke there was 

any, and many yeeres together nener confeſſed himſelfe, neither receiued the bo- 

ly ſacrament. To conclude, it was impoſhble for any man to commit more hai» 

nous crimes than both they had done ; yet ſome reported the yoong Ferranide 

to be worſe than they both, atwkdtrndic g that he were humble and curteous 


at his death zand no maruell, for he was then in great diſtreſle, EA 
c 


dts. Mw. com. — —_— ll ts. 
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The readers may happily thinke thar 1 vtter all this of ſome priuate hatred a- 
gainſt cbem, which.in good ſooth I doe nor, bur rehearſe it anly to continue my 
hiſtoric, inthe very beginning wherot 1 haue declared, that this emterpriſecould 
neuer haue been acchieued by thoſe chat were thechietfe managers thereof, had 
not God ajane gouerned it, and giuen it good ſuccelſe,torbeend he mightmake 
this go0d yoong King being ſo {lenderly prouided. both of good counſell and 
all ocher things neceſlarie, his deputie to chaſtiſe theſe Princes {o wile, fo rich, of 
fo great experience, ſo wellaccompapied with wiſcand noble perſonages whom 
the defence ofthe realme touched as ncere themſclues;(o allied and triended ; yea 
and the which.ſaw the ſtormea farre oft, and yer neuer could prouide for it, nor 
make reſi}ancein any place. For out of the caſtle of Naples there was nor,one 
man that ſtaied the King aday and a night : Whereupon Pope Alexander now-li- 
uing ſaid, thatthe French men came thicker with wooden ſpurs, and chalke.in - 
their barbingers hands to make their lodging without further trouble : which {i- 
milicude of wooden ſpurs he vied, becauſe yet atthis day, whenthe yoong gen- 
tlemen ofthis realme rideabout the ſtreets on horſebacke, their Pages.chruſt litle 
Kickes into their ſhooes or pantofles, wherwith they pricke forward their mules: 
And toconkeſſe the truth, this was fo ealiea conqueſt, rhatour men very ſeldom 
armed themſelues in all this voiage. Beſides that, fromthe Kings departureour 
of Aſt, till his entry into Naples, it was but fower moneths and ninercenedaies. 
An ambaſſador would almoſt haue been as long in iournying thither. | conclude 
therefore agreeably tothe opinion of diuers holy religious men,and others, and 
to the voice of the people (which is Gods voice) that God meant to puniſhtheſe 
Princes ſo vilibly that euery man might behold it, ro warne thereby all other 
Princes to liue well, and according to his commandements. For theſe Princes of 
Arragon, loſt both honor and rea:me, with great riches and goodly furniture of 
diuers and ſundry forts, the which is ſo diſperſed heereand there, that a man can 
hardly tell what 1s become thereof; bglides that, they ended their lives, three in 
a yeeres ſpace or little more (but 1 truſt their-ſoules be 1n Paradiſe.) For you ſhall 
vnderltand that this olde Ferrande ( baſtard to King Alphonſe, a wile, vertuous 
and honorable Prince) was maruellouſly diſquieted when he ſaw this French 
warre firſt mooucd againſt him, which he could tindeno meanes to auoide. For 
he was wiſe, and knew that he and his ſonne had livedill, and were maruelloully 
bated in their realme : diuers alſo of thoſe that were neereſt about him,baue.in« 
formed me, that as he razed a certaine chappell, he found a booke, whereon theſe 
words were written ; Truth with her ſecret counſell 5 ; the which containedall the , rrow his 
euills that afterward fell vpon him. There were but three that ſaw the booke, booke was 
for immediately after he had read it, hee threw it into the fire. Another thing aoicdt, = 
that greatly troubled him was this, his ſfonne Alphonſe and Ferraude his ſonnes viſioa of one 
ſonne, could neuer be perſwaded that.the King would come into Iralie.. W heres n_ & 
fore they vſed proude and threatning words againſt him , .andſpake very con- q.op of Ta. 
temptuouſly of him, ſaying, they would goe as farre as the mountaines ro meet rente more 
him. But one that ſtood by, wilhed that neuer King'of Fraunce might come _ —_ 
ingo Italic, for hc had ſeena poore man ofthe houſeof Aniou ſcourge it ſhrewd- before)toa 
ly, meaning Duke John ſonne to King Rene. King Ferrend had trauclled very 799" chulde, 
earneſtly the yeere before, by his ambaflador called. Camulls Pengolfo, to ſtay af 
the King in Fraunce, offeting to pay him yeerely atribure of fiftie chouſand, King, read 4. 
ducats, and to hold the rezlme of him by homageand fealric. But when he i —_ 
faw that he could by no meanes obtaine peace, norpacifie the eſtate of Milap, lib,z. cap. x5, 
hee fell intothe diſeaſe whereof he died : notwithſtanding in the midſt of his 
£ Aa 3 pangues 
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pangues he confeſſed himſelfe, and as I truſt repented him of his ſins. His ſonne 
Alphoioſe who had been fo terriblea Prince,fo cruell,and fo long trained vp inthe 
wats, before the K. departed from Rome, reſigned his crowne, and was ftroken 

_ with (ach feate;that inthe night he neuer ceaſed tocry, That he hard the French 

men coming, and that the trees and ſtones ſounded Fraunce. He never was ſo 

hardie as once to ifſue forth of Naples, but vpon his ſonnes returne from Rome; 

put him in poſkſſon of the realme, and cauſed him ro be crowned, and toride 

about the ſtreets of the citieaccompanied with the nobleſt perſonages that were 
chere,namely, with Dom Frederick his brother, and the Cardinall Tom (be- 

tween whomthenew K. rode) and with the ambaſſadors there reſident. He cau- 

ſedalfo all other ſolemnitics belonging tothe coronation to be accompliſhed, & 

then fled himfelfe and failed into Sicily with his mother in lawffifter to K. Fers 

7z#ud4 of Caſtile now raigning , to whom the ſaid realme of Sicilie was in ſubieRti- 

on)to a houſe that ſhe had there : which was ſtrange newes through the whole 

world, eſpecially at Venice where I then was. Some faid he went to the Turkey 

othets thoughr his departure-to be, rothe end his ſonne who was not hatedin 

the realme might the better win the hearts of the people. Burt mine opinion was 

Euer that he fled for very cowardiſe : for cruel man was never hardy,as appeareth 

in hitories by Neys & others, who before their death fell into grear feareand deſ- 
peration.To be ſhort, chis A/phonſe made ſuch hafte to be gone,that he ſaid ro hiv 

mother in law the ſelfe ſame day that they departed ( as divers of his ſeruants 

haue told me, that vnleſle ſhee would depart with ſpeed , he would leauc her bes 

hind him. And when ſhe deſired him to ſtay but three daies only, to the end © ſhe 

6 This ſhe, Might bea whole yeere in his realm: he anſwered that rather than he would tat» 
Guiccier vi ry any longer he would throw himſelfe headlong out at the windowes , —_— 
—_—_— hirifthe heard not how every man cried Fruvnace. Thus heembarked in his gal- 
char ſhe deli- Tres with his ſaid mother in law and departed,carying with him all ſorts of wines, 
x —_— (whereunto he was maruellouſly giuen,) and of all kinds of feeds for gardens. 
orfour daies But 28 touching his mooneables and goods he left no order for them , bur the 
totheend he greateſt partremained in the caftle of Naples : notwithſtanding certain iewels 
—— , hecaried alſo with him, and a litle money. Andin thiseſtate failed he and his 
whole yeere, mother in fiw to her aid houſe in Sicilie ,, whence he departed and went to Me 
ſine, whither he called and led with him divers religious men, vowing himſelfers 

beno more ofthis world. Aboue all other orders of religion he loued eſpecially 
choſe of the Mount Oliver (who areclad in white) as themſelues told meat Ve- 

nice, where the body of S. #cleinelieth in their cloifter. Moreouer, he began to 

kad a marnellons holy life, and to ſerue God howerly both day and night wick 

theſaid religions men as they doe in their couents, He vſcd allo great faſting,ab- 
finence,and almes, and ſoon after fell intoa ſharpe ſicknes of excoriation and the 

fone, in ſuch ſort, that the faid religious men reported thar they never ſaw man 
fotortented. Notwithſtanding he endured patiently all theſe pangues, being 

filly refolued tohauefpent the reſt of his life in at Abbey at Valence the great 

11 Spaine, and there to have tegiſtred himſelfea religious man. But he was (6 
formemed with rhis diſeaſe;that he died ſoon after : and it is to be hoped bicauſe 

oF his great repentance, that his ſoule is joyfullin Paradiſe : his ſonnealſodied 

ſoon after him'of an ague ioyned witha flaxe, and I truſt they are both in bert& 

caſe than they were in this world. But marke heere by the way thatin lefſe than 

rivo yeeres ſpace, five watethecrowne of Naples,to wit,the three above named; 
Charlesthe eight King of Fraunce, and Dom Fredericke ( brother to the ſaid 4b 
phnſe ) now raigning Z 

2 Chap. 12, 


Ag .=o(0OW PF Y UUU yy Fr eo nn_—cenl_anenag a 


vQ ©: 2. 


_— Www” Wy WW —_—”— 9 RN WF SF 


TT WR ww —= WW "SD 5” = VV” rm ywww vr © WF Fs 9 


XUE. OE "VF WF WW IrFTwY waar =” wo [FF ” WW” 9 = FF ce 


PHILIP DE-COMMINES. 271 


-: Chad-12. How the young Berrind after te was rowned King of Naples, wene and 
| bd e dF encamped ut Germain th reſiſt the Kings commung , and of the 
 * treaty that King Charles made with the © ' 
þ "Pope at Kone. 


C Ow to the end -all theſe matters may be pline and evident : 
-youhall vnidetftand that King Ferravd being crowned, be- 
- carrie asit werea new man, ſuppoſing all old inturies and 
offences to be forgotten by- his fathers flight : wherefore 
- he levied all the force he could, aſwel horſemen as footmen, _ 
and cameto Saint Germain, which is the. very entry into 
his Realme,ahd a ſtrong place,& of great defence,throtrgh 
FF the which the Frenchmen had paſſed twiſe before *. There *Hemeanerth 
heencampedand manned the cowne,and then his friends began ſomewhat to re- — 
couer their ſpirits. The towne is ſtrong, both becauſe of a little river ® ' which Jnder the 
ſometime is paſſable on foote, ſometime nor, and alſo becauſe of the hill hang- _ of Ants 
ing ouer it, | w 
The King wasyetat Rome, where he remained about twenty daies buſied * This river | 
with a number of matters. He had with him ar the leaſt cighteene Cardinals, be- * 2/4 Liris 
ſides divers others that repaired to the citie from all patts. The names of theſe * Gurceen(e | 
Carditialswere the Cardinal Aſcagarihe Popes vicechancellor, and brother to [2*2z9. &l 
the Duke of Milan, the Cardinall Petri-ad-Yineulz (the which rwo were deadly e- m———— 
nemiesto the Pope, and great friends each to other)rthe Cardinals of Guile 3,St. dm 
Denis, Saint Seuerin, Sauelli,Coulonne,and diuers others, all the which would 5-520 
needes haue proceeded rga neweleftion and __ the Pope, being withifi the copic being 
caſtle of Saint Ange,againſt the whidh thearrilletie was twiſe bent,as ] baue berd iced, the 
the nobleſt perſonages there preſent report, but theKing of his' goodnefſ> ever reor ar the 
withſtood it, The place was not ofdefence,for rhe feat thereofis vpon a litrle hill 6 = _ 
made by force of man: beſides thar, theſe Cardinals alleaged that the walsthere- 5, _— _ 


of werefallen downe by miracle, and'charged the Pope that he had obrained changed iu- 
this holy dignity by ſimony, andthey faid true; but Cardinall dſcaigne him» 2 E Guicciar 


hath Surce, 


ſelfe was the chiefe merchanc that fold it, and received a great ſumme of money + Thepope 
for his part,togerher with the Popes houſe whetehe lodged before he was Pope, before his 
being then Vicechancellor, with diners places ofthe parrimony of the Church. p2?2<i*had 


For great controuerſie had been between them rwo for the ſaid dignity 4: Nor- rene 6... | 
withſtanding I thinke they would both willingly have agreede to chuſea 'riew mn Se 
Pope ofthe Kings naming, yea and a French man; ſo thar-F know not whether dignirs. aa 
the King did well or euilf ih conchndimg-peace; though af things conſidered F inthe xnd |. 
ſuppoſe he rooke the beſt courſe, for himfelfe was young,andvoprouided of then 74 0p2tenr 
ſutkcient ro manage ſo weighty a matter as the reformarion of the*Church compenled, as 
chough 1 confeſſe his power ro haue beene fafficient thereunts; Sure if he' could et geoch 
hauereformed it,I chinke afl men of wifdome and vnderftanding would have ac- wintunding 
connred it a good,a worthy, and a holy worke. But there weretoo many things ſeeing 2n gc 
requiſite to ſo high an enterpriſe, netwithſlandirig the Kings will was good; and 76% 
yetisif heHad good affiltance, VN 41 +" ered bythe. . 
" The Kitg dettig in Rome made treaty with the Pope, which could riot lorig wn pe 
endure, fof.it was vnreaſonable iti ſothe points, and ſerned for the chiefe colour pg 3 Bag. 
of the leaghe, ES heare;' By the faid treaty peace way fonh mew . 
condudedberweenrhe Popeand hifCardinals;ardall othertheir adherenrs and F 
part#- 


232 THE SEVEN TH/BOOKE OF 


. partakers. And it was agreed thatthe Cardinals ſhould receiue all rights and du- 
oCeme-0 G*- ties belonging tatheir Cardinals -hatas well abſentas preſent:and that the Pope 
herementio- ſhould lend the King fower places, to wit, Terracine-Givita-vechia, Viterbe 
ned, brother ( which the King already held } and Spolete, but this laſt he never delivered not- 
ſecond, re- Withſtanding his promiſe. All the which places the King ſware to reftoreat his 
pag , returne from Naples, as alſo he did notwithſtanding that the Pope had abuſed 

other fleg Dim» By this treaty he deliuered allo intathe Kings hands the Turkes brother : 
ro the Soldin for the (ate keeping of whom he receiued yeerely of rhe. Turke ſixery choufand 
of AL) hw ducats,and held him alſo by meanes of his id brotherin great feare?. He pro- 
vanquiſhed © Miſed further to put no Legateinto any fortified place or. towne of the Church 
= '» Withoutthe Kings conſent. Certaine otherarcicles there were touching rhe con- 
whence he Aiſtorie or colledge of Cardinals which I ouer paſſe. For the performance of all 
wasſentinto theſe conditions, the Popedeliuered his ſon the Cardinall of Valencein hoftage 
King Low tothe King, whoaccompanied him as his Legate, and the King did vnto the 
thetleventh, Pope the duty ofa ſonne, withall humility and obedience, Further ,.the Pope 
mo _ created two Cardinals at his requeſt, the one the generall Bri/onner, lo often be- 
_—_— vr fore named, lately made Biſhop of $. Malo, andthe other the Biſhop of Mans, 


the Turke of the houſe of Luxembourg, who was here in| Fraunce. 


for his (aſe 
paid yeerely to the knights of the Rhodes, 40000..crownes. King Lewis gaue him to Pope 7anccent the 8. So here 


keepin 
anne] cill chus preſent, that he was deliuered ro King Charles , at Romeinthe! Popes hands, 


\ 
Chap. 13. How the King departed from Rome towards Naples, what hapned in the 
acl meane Tz diners parts of the ſame realme : and through 
what places he paſſed till be came to Naples. 


*I2J? Helematters being thus, ended, the King remooued from 

TIF. Rome in great amitie and friend{hip with the Popein appa- 
2 Be rance,at which timecight Cardinals departed alſo out ofthe 
WF citic highly diſpleaſed with this treatie , namely the ſaid 
2 Vicechauncellor 4ſcaigze, and the Cardinall Saint Peter-ad- 
3) Yincula, with (ixe of their fation. But many thought that 
x 3 1/caigne did but diſſemble, and that indeed he was in good 
amity with the Pope; notwithſtanding Iam able to affirme nothing thereof, for 
his brother had notas yet declared himſelfe our enimie. From Rome the King 
remooued to lanneſlanne, and from thence to Beliſtre, where the Cardinall of Va; 


©... Jencecſcaped away. 
te Iz . Thenextday the King tooke Chaſtelfortin by aſſault and pur all that were 
cetiaine of Within itto the ſword, becauſe the place belonged to James Comte who was reuol- 
ex £192: p- ted from the King, notwithftanding that hee bad taken his pay : for the Comtes, 
beenſtnt a= haueeuer been partakers with the Yr/ins. From thence he marched to Valmon- 
bour ro come ton a towne ofthe Colonnois, and from thence remooued and lodged about 
« nokray, fower miles from mont Saint Ichan, which is a towne held of the Church, but 
backe. Theſe = 3 tothe Marques of Peſcaire and yery well fortified : notwithſtanding 
rovke the after it had been beaten ſeven oreight howers with the canon z it was taken by 
-t4,angail aſſault, and all chat were within it or the greateſt part ſlaine, and there the Kings 
thoſe, p3 s, whole force ioynedtogither *, Then he marched towards Saint Germain (ixe- 
anger: ""tegne miles thence, where this new King Ferrand (as you haue heard) lay irk 
wich che King CAMPE with all the force he could leuy. Kod indeed this was his cnely refuge, 
becabſe they 1nd theplace where he muſt fight or neuer, becauſe it was the very keie as it were 


"Np of his realme, anda place much for his aduantage as well becauſe of the river a 
| picker 0 
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- Marſhall Gi&, che Seneſchall 
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ofthe mountaine. Further, he had ſent men to defend the ſtraight of Cancells, 
lying among the mountaines fixe miles from Saint Germain : yet'notwithſtan- 
ding all this preparation before the Kings arriuallac Saint Germain, he raiſed his 
_ and departed in great diſorder abandoning both the towne and che 
age. | 

Our vaward was led that day by the Lord of Guife, the Lord of Rieux was 
ſentrothis ſtrair of Cancello againſt the Arragonnois, bur they alſo before his 
comming abandoned the place: and then entered the King into Saint Germain- 
King Ferrand rid {traight to Capoua, wherethey refuſed ro giue his ſoldiers en- 
trance, but receiued his perſon with a few that attended vpon him ; he ſtaied not 
there, but deſired them to continue true and faithfull ſubieRs ro him, promiſing 
the next day to returne , and ſo 9 Sue towards Naples fearing the rebellion 
thatafterwards happened. All his force or the greateſt part ſhould hauetarried 
him ar Capova : but che next day when he returned he Hound them all departed: 
The Lord Yirgile Yr ſin with his colin the Earle of Perillane, went to Nola, where 
they and all their company were taken priſoners by our men. They alteaged 
thatthey had a ſafe condu and that we did them wrong , ſo had they indeede, 
but their ſafe condu was not yet in their hands : notwithtitanding they paide 
no ranſome, but much they loft when they were taken, and ſure in mine opinion 
they had wrong done them. 

From Saint Germain the King remooued to Mingamer, and to Triague, and 
lodged ar Calui, two miles from Capoua, whither they of Capoua came and 
yeelded theinfelues by compolition, and the King entered intothe towne with 
his wholearmy. From Capouathe next day he marched to Auerſa, being in 
the midway betweene Capoua and Naples, and fiue miles diſtant from each of 
them. Thither came they of Naples and yeelded themſelues in like manner by 
compoſition, hauing received aſſurance of the King that their ancient liberties 
ſhould not be infringed nor G_ The King ſent thither before him the 

Beaucaire , the prelidett Ganay keeper of the 

Seale, and certaine Secretaries: whereof King Ferrand ren and ſee- 
ing the people and Nobles of his'realme in armes againſt him ( who alſo at his 
firſt arrwall thither had ſpoiled his ſtable being maruellous great ) rooke ſea and 
failed into Iſcle, an Iland eighteene miles from Naples *: then the King was re- »G4;wc.ur Git 
ceived into the towne with great ioy and triumph. For all the people came forth thirty mules. , 
to meete him, yea, and choſe firſt that were moſt bound to the houſe of Arragon, — 
namely all the Carraffes, who held of the ſaid houſe of Arragon to the value of Naples the 
forty thouſand ducars of yeerely reuenues, partly of inheritance, and partly of **.ofFebruz- 
gift from the Prince; for the Kingsof Naples may giue away their crown lands, pegint the 
ſodo they alſo other mens, and I thinke there are not three in therealme whoſe yecre before 
lands be notcrowne lands or other mens. - yo os 

Neuer people ſhewed fo great affeftion ro Princeor nation as they ſhewed to beginirthe 
the King : the reaſon whereof was, becauſe now they thought themſelues deli- br of Tana: 
uered from all tyrannie, ſothat they voluntarily yeelded vnto vs. For all Cala- ; 
bria became French incontinent, whicher Monſeur 4 Aubigny and Peron of Bal- 
che were ſent themſeluesalone without any force. Allthe country of Abrouſlo 
3 yeelded likewiſe the towne of Aqnila(which hath euer been great friend to the * Samnium or 
French) giuing them the firſt example. In like manner all Pouille turned ſauing v9". 
the caſtle of Brandis, which was ſtrong and well manned, and Gallipoli which 
hada garriſon init, otherwiſe the people would have rerurned alfo. In Calabria 


three places held for King Ferrand, two ofthem were Mantic and Turpie ( anti- 
ent 


74 THE SEVENTH BOOKE OF 


ent partakers with the houſe of Aniou ) the which ar che firſt had ſet vp the 

armes of Fraunce, but becauſe the King gaue them to-the Lord Perſi , & would 

« Theſe were 29K receiue them as percell of the demaines of his crowne 4, they reared vp againe 
1andsbeldin the houſe of Arragon. The third was the caftile of Reges, which held alſo for 
Copite of the King Ferrande, But it was our owne fault that ought held, for we ſent no forces 
on 9'Nz- thither : no, I am well aſſured that into Pouille and Calabria, there went not men 
ſufficient ro haue defended one caſtell for the King. Tarente yeelded both caſtle 

—_— me = - did fo: __ F, eyes _ NR, _ and all 
mum Fc other places, theaboue named onely excepted. Moreover the e came 
Chyeddea from their cities three daies iourney to meete our men and to veckdeboca fines 
ryan, To be ſhort, the whole realme ſent to Naples, and all the Princes and noble men 
againe, Guic. Tepaired thicher ro doe homage to the King , ſauing the Marques of Peſcaire 
_ 5 whoſe brethren and nephewes came notwithſtanding. The Earle of Acrie,and 
— the Marques of Squillazo, fled into Sicily becauſe the King had giuen their lands 
of Peſcare, tothe Lord of Aubigny. At Naples alſo arrived the Prince of Salerne newly 
Guicciar.  comefromthe ſea, bur hauing done no ſeruice, Thither came alſo his brother 
che Prince of Bilignan and his ſonnes, being accompanied with the Dukes of 

Melfe, of Grauinne, and the old Duke of Sora, who nor long before had ſold his 

Duchie to the Cardinall Petri ad Yincula, whoſe brother yet at this day poſleſſeth 

? 7-nde Rew it 7, T'o Naples allo repaired the Earles of Montorio , of Fondi, of Tripalda 
were preie@tof and of Celano ( who had long been baniſhed out of the realme, and was now 
Cordinds newly returned with theKing. ) The Earle of Troy was there in like manner 
brother, and ( who wasa younge gentleman of Scotland, brought vp in Fraunce) and the Ea- 
—_— rle of Popoli whom we found priſoner at Naples. The yoong Prince of Roſanc 
chic, before _—_— z after his long IS = on _— ( who had _ in 

riſon fower and thirtie yeeres ) was at the length delivered and went with Kin 

—_ whether willingly or by conſtraint I know not. To Naples came allo 

beſides theſe abouc named, the yes of Guefron with all the Caldoreſques, 

and the Earles of Matalon and Merillano,the which had, both they and their an- 

ceſtors, euer gouerned the houſe of Arragon. To conclude, thither repaired all 


the nobles of the realme, the three aboue named onely excepted. 


Chg; 14 
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Chap. 14. How King Charles was crawncd King of Naples, of the faults he + 
committed inthe defence. of the realme, and raw an enter = _ 
prije attempictl on hn: bebalfe againſt the Turke, | 
was &i{conered by the Yenettans. 

Ing Ferrandat his departure from Naples ; left the Marques Wi 
of Peſcare with certaine'Almains to.detend the caſtle *,and * He meancth 
failed himfelfe for aide into Sicilic to his father. Dom Fre- £4fei»ws :tfor 
dericke lay ſtill vpon the ſea with a fewe gallies, and- came yur 
twiſeto parlewith the King vnder fate condutt.. His det caltelsa Fhe 
mands werethat ſome part of the realme. might remaine Me of £4: 
to his nephew: with the.ritle of King 2, and thathimſelte the King lod. 
mightenioyallhis ownetiands and bis wcs.' His: requeſt g:4+Cople ne. 
in reſpet of himſelte was not great; for his partage was ſmall.. The King oftered |, — 
him poſſefons in Fraunce both forhim and his nephew , and 1 thinke would pariypahe 
willingly hauc giuen them a goodand a great Duchie: bur they would not: ac- [nd wie 
cept this offer, neither would he graunttheir demands. For what trearie foeuer wen Coffel q 
had been made, they would baue broken it, when they had ſeene theiraduans «» fruare on 
tage, being ſtill reſident in therealme. The Kings artillery was bentand1hor a- {oe #7 4 
gainſt the caftle of Naples, within the which were only the Almaines, for the greatrower 
Marques of Peſcare was departed thence. And'iif we hadfent but fower cantons (ed otihe 
tothe lle of Iſcle 3 we had taken it, and then all had been ours : for tromthence faleantbe 
returned all the miſchiete 4; bur if that had been once woon, all the other places weene the, 
they held, being not paſt fower or fue, wopld haue yeelded. But our mentell car's OR: 
to Caſting,to iuſts and banketing, and were ſo puffed vp with pride, that they ator; IG. 
accounted the Italians no men. Moreover, the King was crowned and lodgedin [2k mube, 
Capouane, and went ſometimeto Mont Imperial 5. True tt.is that he: {hewed —_ cn 
great graceand fauour tothe ſubieRs ofthe realme, for he abated their charges. The fourth is 
Andl thinke verily the people ofthemſelues would not haue reuolted from vs caRS, om. 
(notwithſtanding their great inconſtancie ) it we had contenteda few ofthe no- plezia an ab- 


bles : but them no man regarded; beſides that they were very roughly vicd at Þ*y thar100- 


the gates. Thoſe that were beſt dealtiwith, wererhe Carraffes the houſeof Arra- — 


gons greateſt friends, for their eſtates were but ſomewhat diminiſhed : but the S. 2rrtin, in 


manner of a 


offices and penſions of the reft cleane taken away; yea the-partakers. with the 0 


houſe of Ahiou worſe handled than the Arragonois. Further, into the county * 6. ; cer ai 
he defired 


of Metillano a commandement was ſent, for the which the pre{ident Ganaji,and _ 
the Seneſchallnewly created Duke of Nola, and Lord great chamberlaine ofthe ,,;, mr 


realme, were burthened to haue taken money. By thefaid commandement cue- richiaedle 
of King. 


ry man was confirmed in his poſſeſfran, and thepartakers with the houſciof A- 71 þM0 
niou barte#from their lands, vnlefſe they could recouer them. by proces. Fur: (cncco lide, 


ther, as totiching ſuch as bad madeentries vpon their owne head; ( as for exam- m—_ _ 


ple the Earle of Celano) aide was: giuen to the parties grieued, to diſpoſleſle [11tethrough 
them againe by force. Alleſtates and ofthces were beſtowed. vpon two or three negligence 


neue«c aflaul « 


Frenchmen, and all the proviſion of vituals within the caſtle of Naples 4, when IEG 
it yeelded:( being maruellous great). givento eucry man thardemanded ir,atrthe * He meanerh 
leaft all rhat came to the Kings knowledge. - : | V1 


partie vwas retired thicher. "5 The French Correfor ſuppoſtth that this (Mould be en monres Fmperial, becauſe fome 
write that King Cberles was crowned Emperor of Confantinople acRome: but I thiakerather he meanerh Mont de |: Crote,or 
the hill Yeſs4/x«, whither the King often walked for recreation, and peraduenture begauſe of the fiogularines which hee ſavve 
there, named one of theſe hils Mont Finperial, © He meancth Caſtel nowo, p 

n 
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? The Al Inthemeanetimethe Almaines by praftiſe yeelded the caſtle 7, in the which 
; pr yo they obrained infinite riches, the caſtle of YOeouf 8 was alſo taken by battery. 
vnder condi- By theſe faults aboue rehearſed a man may maniteſtly perceiue that this great 
non,tharthey conqueſt was atchieued by the meere grace of God , ang not by their wiſedome 
Kizo Ferrandes EAT gouerned the enterpriſe : but thele foule faults werethe workes of men puf- 
mooucables fed vp with pride and vaineglory , and not vnderftanding from whence all this 
tha were their honour and you ſucceſſe iprang. Wherefore they proceeded accordin 
* Thiscaftle tO their nature and experience, by meanes whereof their good fortune chang 
was ſo named 2s ſuddenly and viſibly, as men may ſcetheday ſpring in Iſland or Norway, 
bulcio forme Where the daics in ſommer are of greater length than in any other place, in ſuch 
of ancgge. ſort, that within a quarter of an hower after the one daies {hutring in, the nexx 
CERES day light beginneth to appeare. Euen ſo in as ſhort ſpace did euery wile man per- 
the makultull cetue the alteration of our goodand proſperous ſucceſſe, whereof all Chritten- 
are agg dome ſhould have reaped great profit and honor if we had acknowledgedir to 
HP an4 Proceedefrom him, who was indeedethe giuer thereof. For the Turkethen raig- 
Auvrgne,ma- ning (and yet liuing) mightas ealily haue been chaſed out of Europe, as King 
king the 38- Alphonſe was Out of his realme, borh for that he was a man of no valor, andalſo 
mecre ra- becauſerheKing had with him the ſaid Turks brother,whom he feared aboueall 
wuch, men living. Butthis aid brother died ſoone after the Cardinall of Valences e(- 
cape : whereupon the report went that he was poiſoned when the Pope deliuered 
him tothe King. Further, there were ſo many thouſand Chriſtians in Greece 
| ready to rebell, asa man would hardly belecue , for from Otrante to Valonne 
leegay om 19 are but 60. miles **,and from Valonneto Conſtantinople buteighteenereaſo- 
vtite. 5s  Nabledaiesjournics, as diuersthat haue trauelled the way haue enformed mee. 
ethers .4pol-- Betweene them are no ſtrong places, at the moſt not aboue two or three, for all 
770 --— Tthereſtbe razed. Thoſe countries are maruellous populous, and they that inha- 
viritebuts5, bitethem be Albanois, Sclauons and Greckes , who vnderſtood of our Kings 
good ſucceſſe by their friends that wereat Veniceand in Pouille, vnto whom al- 
ſo they ſent letters, and looked daily,but for meſſengers ro moouethem to rebell. 
:? Pyrrachium, \hereupon the King ſent thither the Archbiſhop of Duras *» an Albanois 
borne, who found a maruellous number ready to renolt, being ſonnes or ne- 
phewes of many nobleand valiant men of thoſe parts, namely the ſons of Scax- 
derbeg, the nephewes ofthe Emperor of Conftantinople, and the nephewes of 
the Lord Con/tantime, ( now gouernor of Montferrat) who were alſo Nephewes 
or colins tothe King of Seruia. In Thefalia more than five thouſand would 
haue rebelled, yea and Scutary ſhould haue been ſurpriſed by intelligence thar 
the Lord Con#tantine had within it, as himſelfe aduertiſed me at Venice, where he 
lay hidden many daies in my lodging. And furely he would calily have atchie- 
* But the yed hisenterpriſe : for Macedonieand Theſſaly were his inheritance *3, which 
Turke hel? was the patrimonie of Alexanderthe great, Valonne alſo is part thereof, and vp- 
him- on his dominions Scutary and Croye #4 border,the which in his yourh his father 
T9... orvnckengaged tothe Venctians, who loft Croye, and yeelded Scutary to 
frag the Turkeby treatie. The ſaid Lord Conſtantine lay himſelfe within three _— 
towne in of Scutary, and the enterpriſe had beeneexecuted, had nor the ſaid Archbiſhop 
1/44; Faber, Of Duras ſtaiedat Venice too longafter the Lord Conftantines departure. Idayly 
nme was preſſed him very earneſtly todeparrt, for he was a man light of talke,and vaunted 
Conner, inallplaces, that hee would doe ſome feate worthy of immortall fame and re- 
nowme. But as the deuill would, the ſelfe fame day that the Venetians were ad- 
vertiſed of the Turkes brothers death , whom the Pope had delivered tothe 


King : they determined toſend wordthereofto the Turke by one of their Se- 
cretaries, 
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cretaries. And becauſe they knew well that he ſhould bee. highly rewarded thac 
firſt brought this newes to the Turke : they commandgd that no (hip thould 
paiſethar night betweene the two caltels , which make the yeryentricintothe Fu 
gulte of Venice *5, where allo they cauſed watchand. ward to be. keept, becauſe we rn ng 
they feared the departure of ſome of the (myll boates, as gripes and ſuch like, Rani 1 
whereof there were a great number ofthe ports of Albany , and ottheir Lles ad- the encry into 
joyning to Greece. Bur the (elfe ame night this poore Archbiſhop would needes Df meſes, 
depart to this enterpriſe of the Lord Conftantzze, ( who tarried bis comming.) inthe naturall 
conueighing with him great ſtore of ſwords, bucklers, and jauelins , to turnulh pnſerbarde- 
thoſe with whom he had intelligence ( for they are not permitted to have wea- towne from 
pons inthoſe countries: ) but as he paſſed betweene the two caſtels aboue menti- the rage ofthe 
ened, he was taken and put into one of them,both he and his men : notwithſtan- = — 
ding the {hip that carried him was ſaffered to paſſe. Letters were found abour (ad caftels 
him which diſcovered theenterpriſc,and the Lord Conſtantine hath rold me ſince, ye M457 
that the Venetians aduertiſed thereof both the Turkes garriſons that lay in thoſe © 
parts, and the Turke himſeltealſo, and had it not beene for the gripe that was 
permirred to paſle ( the patrone whereof wasan, Albanois, who informed him 

of all chat was hapned ) bee had himafcite beene taken, but he eſcaped by ſea, and 

fled into Pouille. Uh beds | 


Chap. 1 5, A diſcourſe ſomewhat out of the courſe of the hiſtory, wherein Philiy de 
C ommines author of this preſe ent warke Sreagth amply of the eſtate 
and gouernment of the Seniorie of Venice, and of thaſe things 
that be ſaw there,,, and were done there durmg 
the tune of bis ambaſſage to the ſaid 
Semorie far the King. | 


Will now leauethe King in Naples, having atchieued hisen- 
terpriſe, and will ſpeake ſomewhar of the Venetians, and the 
cauleofmineambaſlage thither. My departure from Aſtro 
Venice was, partly,to thanke them for the good anſiveres 

1 they had made tg, two of the Kings ambaſſadors ſent thi- 

> ther,and partly to keepe them ſtill his friends, if it weee poſ- 

| - ſible by any meanes: for becauſe of their great forces, wile- 
dome, and good gouernment,they might calily hauc mated his enterpriſe in Ita- 
lig; but they being his friends,none inthe countrie were to be feared. The Duke 
of Milan helped to diſpatch me, and wrote to his ambaſſador there reſident (for 
he hath one there continually ) to accompanie me, and to giue meinftrutionsto 
whom I ſhould addreſſe my ſelfe. His aid ambaſſador recciued monethly of 
the Senioriea hundred ducars,and had his houſe well furniſhed,and three barges 

(at their charge ) to conuay him vpand downe the towne. Their ambaſſador 

hath the like at Milan,faue that he bath no barge ; for at Milan men ride akogi- 

ther on horſebacke, but at Venicethey are carried by bote. In,my iournie. thi- 
therward, I paſſed through their cities, namely Breſle, Veronne, Vincenſe, and 

Padua with diugrs others ; ateuery one of the which I was very honorably en- 

tertained, for the honor of him whom] repreſented : for alwaics cither the Po- 

teſtate or the Captaine cameto, receiue fac, accompanied with a goodly trainez. 

but they borh iſfued neuer foorth of therowne 3 for the captaine vſed tocome 

ng further than the gate. After Lwascntred the towne, they conueyed mee 

to my lodging, commanding the hoft a hone bee plentifully owes 
, an 
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many Conj-- in the town but by botes, whereof thinke there are to the number of 3 0000. but 
— they be very ſmal.further,abour rhe city (I mean within the compas round abour 
Venice hatha of leſſe than halfe a French league)are 70.huuſes of religion,as well of men as wo- 


choppell, a3in pen,all in Ilands,fumptuouſly built, richly furniſhed within, & hauing goodly 


COT gardens belonging to them. Thoſe within the city I comprehend not in this 


*I ſuppoſeit, number; for within,there are,beſides theſe, the fower orders of friers,and three- 
ar To ſcore &twelue pariſhes, beſides a number of chappels of the companies of occu- 
call Kiwo alto, pations, commonly called os 3, And lure itisa ſtrange fightto behold fo 
toon a'® many great and goodly chygches built in the ſea. To the faid place of Chafouline 
palaces able came fiueand twenty gentlemen to receiue me, ſumptuouſly apparelled in ſilke 
to lodge kings and ſcarlet , the which welcommed me with an oration, and conueied me to the 
L_ _ church of S. Andrew neere to the towne, wheras many other gentlemen met me, 
white ſpots. being accompanied with the ambaſſadors of Milan and Ferrara : and heere alſo 
yn 6s they receiued me with an oration, and afterwards led me into other botes which 

rice: it is they call flat, being much greater than the former , two of them were couered 


novyne to 


euery man, 
7 A greene 


fone , Ifup- 
poſe it to be 
alſo a kinde of 


with crimokin fatin,& decked within with atras, ech of them being large inough 
to haue received 40. perſons. They placed me between theſe two ambaſſadors, 
for the midſtin = is the honorableſt place ) and conuaied me along through 
the great ftreete called the great chanell4, which is ſo large that the galleies paſſe 


marble,which tO and fro throughit,, yea I haue ſeen hatd by the houſes ſhips of foure hundred 


IS greenc as 


Porphire is, 
red & (potted 


alſo with 


white for the 
molt part as 


that 13: itis 


tun and aboue. Sure in mine opinion it is the goodlieft ftreete in the world and 
the beſt built, and reacheth in length from the one end of the towne to the other; 
Their buildings are high and ſtately, and all of fine ſtone 5. The ancient houſes 
beall painted ; but the reſt that haue been built within theſe hundred yeeres, 
have their front all of whire marble, brought thither out of Iſtria an hundred 


called 0phytes: mi!es thence, and are beantified with many great peeces of Porphire © and Sar- 


pentine ?. In the moſt part of them are art the leaſt two chambers, the feeling 
wherof is gilded, the mantletrees of the chimneies very rich, to witte, of grauen 
marble, the bedſteds gilded,the preſſes painted & vermiled with golde, and mar- 
uellous wellfurniſhed with ſtuffe. To be ſhort, itis the moſt triumphant city thar 
euer Ifaw,and where ambaſſadors & ſtrangers are moſt honorably entertained, 
the common wealth beſt governed, and God moſt deuoutly ferued ; ſo far forth, 
that notwithftanding they haue divers, imperfe&ions, yetthinke I verily that 
God proſpereth them, becauſe of the reuerencethey beare to the ſeruice ofthe 
Church. In the companie of theſe fifty gentlemen I paſſed to Saint Georges, 
which is an abbey of reformed blacke monkes where lodged. The next day 


they returned againe to me, and led me to the Seniorie, w PIP my 
etters 
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ktters tothe Duke , who preſideth in all their aſſemblies, being honored as a 
King *, and all letters are diretedto him, but of himſelfe he cannot doe much. * ofthe Dukes 
Notwithſtanding this Duke is of great authoritie, yea greater than ever was any ice "on 
of his predeceſſors 9; and no maruell, for he hath been D. theſe rweluc yeeres **: 5 T1 Due: 
and for my part euer found him a vertuous anda wiſe man, of great experience nawe was 
in theafaires of Italic, and a curteous and gentle perſon: This wasall that I did 9% ns he 
the firſt day, ſauethart they led me into the palace, and ſhewed me three or fower Barbeviow , ke 
chambers, the ſeelings whereof were richly gilded , and likewiſe the beds and 11% choſen 
preſſes: and ſureitis a very fately and ſumptuous building for the greatneſle wy, after © 
thereof: for it is all of ſquare marble, and all thefrone —— with gold, and ſomethe 77, 
likewiſe the edges and borders of the angles, about the bredth of an rich. There rode 
are moreouer tower goodly hals within it richly gilded , and a number offaire ** Reckon 
lodgings, butthe court is very (mall. The Duke our of his chamber may heare w — 
maſſe at the high alrar of the chappell of Saint Marke **, which is the goodlieſt nmeddandls 
and richeſt Church in the world, bearing but the name of a chappell : for it is 2uthor was at 
built throughout ofthe curious worke called Muſaique , or Marqueterie **; the; = 
art alſo whereof they vaunt themſelues to beauthors of : and ſure they baue di- heewro:ethis 
uers workemen thereof, as my ſelfe canteſtifie. In this chappell is their treaſure fo jone:forat 
famovs through the world, being only things appointed for the furniture ofthe there, hekad 
Church; among the which aretwelue or towerteene Rubie ballais , the greateſt bene Duke 
that cuer ] ſaw : for ewo of them waigh the one aboue ſeuen hundred, and the yr ionagobarl 
other aboue cight hundred carrets, but they are*\vnpoliſhed. Therearetwelue churchis de- 
other ſtones liketo little pillers ſet in gold, and garnithed and bordred with ex- ''9<4 by 
cellent good (tone. ' Morcouer, twelue crownes there are of gold , wherewith in thever nd 
times paſt at certaine feaſts in the yeere ewelue women decked themſclues fthefounh 
( whom they called Queenes ) the which wentabour theſe ylands and churches: '* Meaſaigud 
but the ſaid Queenes, and the greateſt part ofthe women ofhe citie, were ſtolen or Marquete» 
and carried away perforce by theeues that cameou: of Iſtria or Friole *3, being "7! eg. 
borderers vpon the Venetians, the which lurked privily bebind theſe yles : but Mupus, in La- 
their husbands purſued theſe theeues, and recouered their women, and offered *'5c, workes 
all theſe crownes to Saint Marke, and built alſo a chappell vpon the place, whi- g7902%% o 
ther the Seniorie reſorted yeerely the ſame day they obrained the viRorie. Sure vers colours 
this isa goodly furniture for the Church: for beſides theſe things aboverehear. © 0ers mere 
ſed, there ns 4 other iewels of gold, and a ſure of Amethiſts and Agares, and deviſes ſo 
and a few Emeraulds, Butthis isno ſuch treaſure ro make account of as ready curiouſly, thac 
money z and yet ofmoney they haue no treaſure: forthe Duke himſelferold-me gui? gome ns 
before the Seniorie, that it isamongthem a capirall crime ro make mention of be wroughtia 
treaſure in coine. And ſure in mine opinion they do therein very wiſely, for feare 29*>* by 
of diviſion that thereby might ariſEamong them. Afterward they ſhewed mee ,, | . 
their other treaſure, namely theit Arfenall :4, where they arme their galleies,and , (The Arſe 
prepareall other furniture neceſſary for their nauie, which vndoubredly is the »«t is deſcri- 
goodlieſtching arthis day in theworld, andthe beſt in order for that purpoſe. P42) © 
. Tobe ſhort, I abodethereeighr monerhsvpon their charge, as did allthe os ** 
ther ambaſſadors therereſident. And ſure thus much Idareboldly fay ofthem, 
that they-are men of ſuch wiſedome, and fo inclined roi their dominions, 
that vnleſſ they be looked to in time; all their neighbors ſhall repentirroolate : 
for the Kings commihngj'into Italic; and the warresthavhaue been betweene him 
and ther ſihce that rime(which-yer endure) have made'rhem much skilfuller in 
fortification and defence of places then they were before: Befidesrhar, they have 
of latecalarged thelir Seniorie, for they hauc _ or-eight cities: engage ra 
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them in Pouille, which I doubt mee they will neuer reſtore, Ar the Kings firſt 

comming into ltalie they could not be perſwaded that places might bee taken ſo 

" -x me-. calily,and in ſo ſhort ſpace: for they made not war with ſuch expedition ?5 ; but 

theyznder- both they and divers others bauetorritied ſince, and do daily fortifie many pla- 

ſtood nor the ces in Italy. They cannot grow mightie vpon a ſuddenas the Romaines did, for 

- xul- their bodies cannotepdure ſuch labour and trauell as theirs could , becauſe they 

are vnaccuſtomed thereunto, by reaſon that none of them go into their warres 

1 The Vene. vpon their firme land *© (as the Romaines did ) ſaue their prouiſors and treaſo- 

trans armic® rers WRICH accompany their generall *7 ;afhit him with their counſell, and pro- 

"2" 1am wide allthings neceſſariefor their armie. True it is that their armies vpon the ſea 

gers Contaren. are led *® by their gentlemen, who are captaines of their galleies and ſhips; and 

- oF - Ge. conliſt wholy of their owne ſubiets,: Moreouer, another good order haue they 

nerall ypon | as touching theſe prouiſors whom they lend in perſon with their armies vppon 

the landis al- the land, which is, thatthey imploy inthart ſeruiceno man of ſuch courage and 

fo 2 ranSer: vertue as may ſeeme worthy to bethefr Prince (asthe Romaines did ) whereby 

ibid, they auoideall factions in the citie, which ſureis a great part of wiſedome. And 

eadoubeadly againſt ciuill contention they haue maruellou{ly well prouided di- 

uers and ſundrie other waies, forthey haue no tribunes of the people,as they had 

in Rome, which partly were cauſe of their ruine. But thepgople at Venice beare 

r9Vnderſtang NO (way, neither arecalled to counſel] in any matter *? : toralttheir officers 2® be 

any mater of gentlemen, ſaue their ſecretaries **, And the greateſt part oftheir people be ſtran- 

waight, 4.4 gers. Morcouer, they vnderftahd by T. Lizius what imperfections were in the 

theirprincipal ſtate of Rome ; for they hauehis hiltorie, and his bodie lieth! buried in their pa- 

officers. JaceatPadua. For thelereaſons and diuers others which I couldalleage, I ay yet 
ee Theirchan Once againe, that they are in the way to be great Lordyin time.to come. 

no getleman, TI muſt now declare the cauſe of mine ambaſſage to them,which was, tothanke 

nr aakecy b: them for the good an{weres they had made ro two ambaſladors ſent thither by 

chancellor or the King : and for the good comfort they had giuen him , in willing him vppon 

Secrerarie. their word to proceede with/his enterpriſe. All the which was done before hee 

Contarcad.5- departed out of Aſt. At my arrivall I diſcourſed vnto them of the ancient league 

thathad beene betweenethe Kings of Fraunce aud them. And further, I ofter- 

- edthem Brandis and the towne ot Otrante, vnder this condition , that when we 

deliuveredthem better rownes in Greece, they ſhould be bound ro reftore theſe. 

They v{ed&very honorable termes.both of theKing and his affaires, ſuppoſing 

that he could not enter farre into Italie. Andas touching the offer I made, they 

anſwered thatthey were his friends and ſeruants, and would not fell him their 

friend{hip;{ 25 indeed as yet we had not the plates offered,)) Further they faid, 

that.they had force ſufhcient inareadines ro-mooue warre againſt him, if they 

were ſodifpoſed, but they would nat lo doe, notwithſtanding that the ambaſla- 

dor of Naples daily follicited thetn thereuntogand offered them in conlideration 

thereof, whatſoever they would: demaund;, Moreover , King - (who 

then raigned )confefled-that he had many waies-misbehaued himſelfe rowardes 

them,& declared vnto:tbem the great danger themſelyes ſhould be in,ifthe King 

obtained his purpoſe. The Turke on the other [ide ſent an atnbaſſador ts them 

with allfpeede, (who my felfeſaw divers times ) the which at the Popes re+ 

queſt threatned them, vnleſſe they declared themfſelues the Kings enemies. They 

gaue cuery one of theſe good anfweres, notwithſtanding at the firſt they ftoode 

in no fearcof vs, burinughed atour voiage; andthe rather becauſe the Duke 

of Milan: ſent them Ward by his ambaflador, that they ſhould not-rrouble 


thetnſelues about this enterpriſe : for hee; would finde meanes to fend the 
aA King 
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felfe, he loſt therecompenceof the great Tarwice he Had done rlic King : 
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King agmqwithemprichandsy Thelikemeſlagefenr be alſoro Pacr of Medi 
CE ea erehbn boctretiepaithe Dake df Milan ſawallebt 
Florentincs places, eſpecially PulainitheKingsHandsy they degan-to feare and ev 
confulthow-ro ſrophim'trom paltiogtutrhes zibuvchei wetetoke itvde- 
bazing Jand+n the micate tx me whole: ambatftors /paileqro and tro- berweene 
them, the King marched forward.o:/The Kingof Spaineintike manner began/ts 
feare-becauſe ofthe pits of Sicty and Sardmin: AfdtheKiny of Romaines en- 
uied dur Kings good lucceſle: for diners therewete char pur him in doubrofthe 
crowne imperialh ay:ng, that.rhe King woulticakeic,xrd had required the Pope 
togiue hin leave 01090, but chis us mott vacrue.' Norwizhltanding for thele 
doubts, cheſe two Kings ſent honorable ambailages to Venice, I being there, as 

heard. The III becautrhe waszheir- neighbour, ſent 
firft: the principall of bis ambaſſagewasrhe Biſhop of Trent, accompanited with, 
two kaightsanda dottor. of thelaw :they werevery hoxorably and ſfokmalie 
teceiuct, and cbeirlodgings made and furnifhed-as- mine/! Moreoyer they had 
ten ducarsaday allowed them fortheir dier,and rheir horſes which they-had left 
behinde themat Treuis, were keprvponthe Senjories charge. Soone affer arri- | 
ved alſo2 worſhipfull knight of Spaine ** well'accompariied'and well-apparel- |, 1 King 
kd, whowasin like manner honorably receiugd (and his charges deftaied;: The cis cole 
Duke of Milan, beſides his ambatfidor chererelident , (onerhither the biftop ot breach of his 
Come, and Maſter Fruxcis Berwoiv Viſcount; all rhe which Began avthe eſtes Poe nub 
negotidre tagicher couertly:and in he night by their Secretaries: for they duarlt c:ule there 
not as yer openly diſcouer chemſetues againſt the King, eſpecially the Dike of 975 2 ule 
Milan and the Venetians, becauſethiey duubred-what ſuceefls the leazute'which outs nd be 
wasin.commanication (hould haue.. Theſe ambaſſadors of Milan carmetbviſire boundto any 
me; and bronght nee lerrers fromtheit Maſter;prerendi &Riſe of their com- beer 1 wma 


ming to be, for that cho'Venerians bad ſenerwo ambaſſadbroto- Milan, yhereas chorch, & the 
they were wont tohaue bur one reſident theres. no motthad they in thethdzand "Fame ie + 


ehis was but 4 colour oftheir{ying,deceir, and falſe dealinig2fdr they wero all alk fr one church, 

ſembledrogither rocondude a lexpweuganitrhe good King;bot {6 muny ſtrings Further, ano- 
cold norBerurned on 2 ſudden, They deſired mee afterward {ifI could) to ins per au 
forme thera what thecauſe was of che King of Spaines and theKing of Romains that hee 

ambaſſadors arriuall,ro the end rhey wight aduertiſe their Miſter thereof; But yaw 4 

I had intelligence already from dibersplaces, both by che fiid ambaſſadors ſer- ti, ehnqueſt p 
uants apes tharrhe ambaſſador of Spaige had paſRd through Milan dift if ic appeared 
guiled, thatthe Almaines gouerned their afaires'wholy by the Duke &fMilang 27, w the 
eounſell ard aduiſe,&rharche ambafador of Naples delivered howerly packets ples io apper« 
of letters from his Maſter. For you-nwuft vnderRand , that rhe tredty bf cheit 2c ro mums 
Jeague was begun before the K.departed froty Floretice, &] ſpenc mony large- ſought hotto 

to have intelligence of all their doings, and-wrought by-govg inſtruments, ſo proove, bue 
Tkriew already all their articles, whicty were propounded but not 'agteed Poce*%cd by 

vpon : forthe Venetiansare very long'intheif ruſolationss For theſe cauſes Lſte- | 
ing the league in fuch forward bes, would no forget preretid: ignorancetherein, 

but anſwered thiefe ambaſlzdorsof Milan,thar (rfvchey vſedtuch Rtrangetermes 

to me,] thought good to fay thusmmeh vnto thethycharcheKing would fot loſe 

the Duke of Milane friend (hipif dyany meanesitmight be keept , and that] as 

His ſernie would do my Eutie to my Maſter, 29d excuſe hith bfche evill reports 

whith pea@tentare ha deen made of hini to the Dake theit Maſter, who I 

thought wifs miſinformned : ſaying further, thathe ought well to bechinke hitn- 


for 
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for che Kings of Fratince wereneutningrate; adding alſo; chatthe ſpeakingofa 
fooliſh word ought not to diſlolug their friend{hip, thecontinuance whereof 
was {© nece{lurie tor them both... WhereforeLdelired them to open vnto metheir 
griefes, that I might aducrtiſetheKing thereof before they proceeded further : 
they {ware all vnto me and proteftedd; char there was no ſuch matter as Limagi- 
ned ; but they lied, tor they were.came thither ro treat ofthe ſaid league. 

The nexe day I went to the Seniorie to commune with then abour their league 
and total them my opinion thereof; Among other things I alleaged ; ebatby 
the league concluded betweene the King and then, and the late King Lewis his 
facher and them, they might not: maintainethe one the athers enemics » where- 
fore they could not conclude the league now treated of without breach of their 
promiſe. Then they cauſed me to withdraw:my ſelfe alittle; and army returne 
the Duke ſaid vnto me, that I muſt not beleeue all that I heard in the towne : for 
all men live therein liberty, & might ſpeake what them lifted; and thatas touchs 
ing them.they neuer meant co enter into league againſt the King, neither heard 
ener of any ſuch matter : but on the contrary fide they ſought to conclude a 
league betweene the King, and theſe two other Kings and all Iralie , againſt the 
Turke, atthe common charges of them all, and that ifany inlraly refuſed to pay 
that he ſhould berated at, the Kipg and they would conftraine him thereunts 
by force. Moreouer, they ſaid that they trauelled to conclude a good peace for 
the King, to wit, that he ſhould receive of Dom Ferrand preſently a. ſumme of 
money, which they offered to lend, fo that they might hane engaged for it, 
thoſe places in Pouille which now they poſleſſe, and that the realme ſhould bee 

» * Thisis2d- held of tbe King by the Popes conſent 33, and.pay'him. yeercly a certaiberribute. 
ded, becauſe | And further, that be ſhould holdin it three places, and I would to God the King 
Naples was would then haue giuencareto this offer : But | anſwered them ghat I durſt nor 
bela of the dealetherein, becauſe ] had no commiſſion norauthoritie fo todo. Morcouer, I 
as deſired them not to be hafticin concluding this league, becauſe I would aduertiſe 
the King of chele their ouucrtures. Irequired themalſo. ( as I had done the 0+ 

thers) to.open vnto metheir griefes, and not to.diflemble them as they of Milan 

had dane. Thenthey told me plainly that they were grieued the King 

held certaine of the Popes townes, but much more becauſe of the Flotentines 

+ He mez- places, eſpecially Piſa, ſaying,that the King himſelfe had written both. vnto them 
= becaule & diuers others,thathe would takenothing ws Italy,buttherealm —_ only, 
plzinely with andafterward go againſt the Tprke: but now. ic plainly appeared that he would 
him, Purth4y conquereall that he could in lraly, and leaue the Turke in peace. They faid fur- 
4\Nembled. Cher, that the D. of Orleans (whom the King had left behinde him in AR) putthe 
Nowvichſtan- Duke of Milan in greatdoubt and feare, and that his ſeruants vſed maruellous 
ding i» ie EDrcatning words againſt him, Notwithftanding they promiſed to conclude no- 
thus : They thing before they receiucd anſwere from the King, at the leaſt not before a con» 
ſmwed greater yenient time to receive anſwer were expired, & they dealt more honorably with 
than ts them f Me than they of Milan had done *4, Of all-theſe matcers I aduerriſed the King, 
Mile»: but in and receiued a cold anſwere from him : from that day forward they began daily 
mine 97019" ro aſſemble togither, becauſe they knew their enterpriſe to be diſcoyered. The 


Printzrs fault, King was = at Florence, and if he had found any reliſtanceat Viterbe'( as they 


who for que thought 
body pom "King Ferrande had not abandoned Rome yas they thought vndoubtedly hep 
ce«lx de Milan: would never havedone: but when they beard of his. departure thencethey be- 


for ſure the, gan to feare. Notwithſtanding theambaſſadors of theſetwo Kings p them 
berier thus. Earneſtly to conclude, ſaying, that otherwiſe they-would depart, for they bas 
Deeng 


ſhould ) they would haue ſent men to. defend Rome: yea or if 
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been there fower moneths daily negorigting with che Seniorie: In themeanc 
time laboured all char might be co ouerthrow theirdeague;”:, «1 1 ar 951 
-1. Burt.-when the Venetians faw all rheſe places ed, and werealfo aduecrti- 
ſed, tharthe King was cntred into Naples, they-tent forme; and tald mee theſe 
newes, ſceming greatly ro. retoyce'thereat :/ norwithftanding they faid thatthe 
caſtle was very well furnilhed, ard Iperceiued bythem,thar they hopetaſſured- 
by ir would hauc held good. . Morcouer, they licenſed che ambaſſadorof Naples 
coleuy men art Venice to ſend to Brandis z and they were cuenvpen thepointto 
have concluded their kague , when fuddenly they recciued-letzers from their 
ambaſſadors,that the caſtell was yeelded alſo ro the King. 'Theo they ſens far 
meagaine ina morning , and I found fifticor ſixtie- of them aflembled together 
inthe Dukes chamber , who lay licke of the collicke. He told. me theſe newes 
with a cheerefull countenance, but none of the reſt could diſſemble ſo cunning]y 
as himlelfe : for ſome ot them fate vpan a law benchteaning vpon their elbowes, 
other ſome after one ſort, and others after another; their outward countenan- 
ces bewraying their inward griefe. And I thinke verily: when word came-to 
Rome of the Gd loſt ac Canngs againſt Hannibal, that the Senators whichre- 
mained in the citie, were not more aſtoniſhed nor troubled than theſe : for none 
of them once looked vpon me, none of them gaue me one word but the Duke 
alone; ſo that I wondered to behold them. The Duke asked me if the Kin 
would performe that which he had alwaies promiſed; both by his —— 
by me : I aſſured him that he would, and opened certaine ouvtrtures of peace, 
_—_ my ſeltero rrauell therein, truſting ro pur them out of all doybr, and 
{o de 4 - : * = TT TW ST 
Their league was as yet neither fully concluded, nor fully broken off; for 
the which cauſe the Almaines would.needes have departed in great heate, The 
Duke of Milan would nor yet condeſfcend i] wot notto which of their arricles ; 
notwirhſtanding in the end hee ſemrworde to his ambaſſadors to ſeale with 
to all ; and thus atthe length cwas their league concluded.: During the 
that theſe iſes were thus entertained among them ,: I had from time 
eo time aduerriſed the King of them-all, prefing them earneſtly to reſolue either 
corarry in the realme, and to make-prouiſion-of greater forces of footemen 
and money or in time:to retire homeward before his enimies were all afſem- 
bled, leauing the principall places weli-manned. 1 aduertiſed alſo the Duke of 
Orleans'( who lay in Aſtwith bis houſhold ſcruantsonely, for his companie 
was with the King) of all that was done, willing him to put men into the towne, 
and aſſuring him that they would incontinent afſaile him, I wrote alſo to the 
Duke of Bourbon, ( whom the King had left Regent in Fraunce) to ſend men 
to Aſt withall ſpeed poſſible to defend the towne , becauſe thatplace being loſt, 
noaide could cometothe King. In_ like manner I aduertiſed the Marchioneſle 
of Montferrat of all theſe Ings (who was a great friend to vs, and deadly 
enimieto the Duke of Milan ) to the end ſhe mighe aide the Duke of Orleans 
with men, if need ſo required : for Aſt being loſt, the Marquilats of Montterras 
and Saluces wereallſo lot. : 
- \ Their league was concluded one night very late *5. The next morning the Se- 25 Theic 
niorie ſent for me carlier then they were accuſtomed. And.when I was come [28%e was 
and ſet downe, the Duke told me, that in'the honour of the holy Trivitie , there April, Guic- 
wisa leagyeconcluded between ourholy father the-Pope,the Kings of Romains 5«. 
and Caſtile, them, and the Duke of Milan, for three purpoſes, The firſt, forthe 
defence of rhe eftate of Chriſtendome againſt the Turke z the ſecond, toe the 


ence 
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defence of italy; and the third for thepreſeruation of their owneeltates, wheel 
he willed me to aduertiſe the.King. They were aſſembled crothe number -of a 
hundred or more j and looked vp with cheerefull countenances, and1atc not as 
they did theday they aduertiſed me of the raking of the caftle of Naples, * Thx 
Dake cold 'me morcouer' that they had written to their ambaſſadors that were 
with-the King, ro cake cheirleave and to returnt home, their names were Makes 
Dominic Loredanand Maſter Damen Tremſan. I was maruclioully troubled with 
chisnewes, for i tood in doubrtboth of the Kings perſon, and of all hiscowpas 
nie, ſuppoling theirarmie to haue beenreadier than indecd it was, as did them 
ſeluesallo. 1 feared furtherieaftthe Almaines had been/at hand ; and not with- 
outcaulſe; torifthey had ,vndoubtedlythe King had never departed outof kay 
lie; 1was reſolued not to ſpeakemuchinthis heate'; but they opronoked me; 
that:Iwas forced ro changemy minde; and then 11aid vnto them, that both the 
nightbefore and diuers other times , I had aduertiſed the King of theirlcagie, 
atid'that he-alſo had ſent me- word that he had intelligence thereof bath from 
Romeand from-Milan. They'lookedallmaruellous ſtrangely vpon me;when] 
faid that I had aduertiſed the King thereof the,nighe before : for there is no n+ 
cion'vnder theſunne ſo ſuſpicious as they, nor fo ſecret in their affaires, ſo-that 
ofrentimesthey baniſh men-vpon ſuſpicion onely, for the which cauſe I ſaid thous 
much vnto them. I told them moreouer that I had fent word thereof both ro 
ctheDuke of Orleans and to:the Duke of Bourbon , co the end they might pur 
men'into Aft; which words vttered hoping to delay their going thither. Fog 
if they had indeed becn as ready as they. vaunted and ſuppoſed themſclues to 


have been : they muſt needs haue taken the towne, for it was vamanned both 


chenand long atter. Then they rold me thatthey meant not to attempt owight 
againſtthe King, but onely ro defend themſelues , addingthat they would nox 
hauec him thustoabuſethe world with words, in faying that he would taken6s 
thing butthe realme of Naples, and afterward goe againſt the Turke : and yer 
doe cleanecontrary,and ſceke to deftroy the:Duke of Milan, and the Florentines; 
and hold alſo the places of the: Church;  WhereuntoI anfivered that the Kings 
of Braunce had ever inlarged and augmetitcd the dition of the Church, and dev 
fended it, andrhatthe King my Matter would rather doe the likethan thecoas 
trary. Wherefore theſe (I faid) werenovthe reaſons that mooued them toiem> 
ter into this warre, but that they deliredtotroublethe eftate of Italy, there 
makerheir owneprofit, as in theend [thought they would ; which words = 
tookein cuill part, as afterward I was aduertifed : notwithftanding..it appea 

by thoſe townes in Pouille which they have in gage of King Ferrandto aide him 
againſt vs, that] ſaid true. Atthis inſtant] would have riſen to depart, but they 
cauſed me to fir downeagaine, and thenthe Duke asked me if I would make any 
ouerture of peace, becauſethe day. before I had offred foro doe, but that was vn+ 
der condition that they ſhould have ftaied rhe concluſton of their league fifteen 
daies, to the end ] might aduertiſe the King thereof, and Teceiue hisanſiver ther» 
unto. Our communication being ended ; I returned to my my , and then 
they ſent for the ambaſſadors of x A league one after another,and as 1 came forth 
from them I met with the ambaſſador of Naples, who ware a faire new gowne 


and ſhewed a cheercfull countenance, ſo had he great cauſe todo, for theſe were 
goodnewes for him. After dinner all the anbaſſadors of the league accomps» 


- nied with their ſeruants mer together, at the charges of the —__ vponthe 
Ih 2 doakes 


water (which is all the paſtime of Venice) Ithinkethey were in al | 
every ambaſſador hauing his boate garnithed wich a flagge ofhis A —_— 
324: aw 
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I aw all this company paſvaderngth my window with goodly mnelÞdie. And 
the ambaffagdors PR ( arthe T” £2 of them) whole ba ont very 
ofcen before ty beare me campany; made a countenance powasthougbheknew 
me no more. By the ſpace of thtee daies1 nener ſtirred out of my to :Mmg; nei- 
ther any of my ſeruants: notwithfanding that, not onsman in the towne gaue 
meorany of mine a taules wordatany rime. The fame night they made grear 
paſtime with ſquibs, which were ſetonfarea high inthe ſieeples and turrers of 
the towne, and a number of torches werelighted inthe top ottheſe ambaſſadors 
houſes, and divers peeces gfartiterie diſcharged. I was ina couered barge vpon 
the water co behold all thiswiumph,;abour ren of the clockeat night, eſpecially 
before theſe ambaſſadors lodgings, where was banketting and great cheere : not- 
withitanding this was notthe greas teftiuall day,” on the which their league was 
proclaimed : for the Pope had giyen commandement that the proclamation 
thereof thould be deferred till Paim-ſunday, and that euery one of the confede- 
zated Princes when it ſhould be prockimed, andthe ambaſſadors that ſhould be 
preſent thereae, ſhould beare in their hands an olive branch in token ofpeaceand 
confederacie as he fald. ble commanded turther, that vpon that day it ſhould 
be proclaimed both in Spaincand Almaine. Moreouer, at Venicethey madea 
ſcaffold of wood, which they raifeda great height from the ground, as they vie 
to doe vpon Corpus Chriſti day, ang it was richly hanged, and reached Fom 
the palace to the end of the market place of Saint Marke. Vpon this ſcaffold (at- 
ter the Popes ambaſſador.had ſung Mafſe, and giuen full abſolution to'all men 
that ſhould be preſent at the faid proclamation) rhey went on procethon, the 
Senators and the ambaſſadors being all very well apparelled : for vntodwers of 

the aid ambaffadors the Senioric had giuen crimolin velyet gownes, eſpecially 

to the Almaines, and new gownesallatoall their ſeruants, but they were very 
ſhort. Aker their returnefrom procethon, agreat number of pageants and dc- 
uiſes were thewed, reprefenting firſtIraly , and'then all theſt Kings and Princes; 
and the Queene of Spaine: And as they rerurned from beholding thedgid pa- 
geants, ata Porphire ſtonb whereallthcir proclamationsaremade, they proclai- 
med thefaid league, andthe T urks ambaſſador heard ir, ftandingcloſeata win- 
dow,and hauing his diſpatch, ſauingthat they ſtaied him to behald this triumph, 
At night he cametatalkewith me by meanes of a certaine Greeke, and was with 


me fower howers.in 'my chamber, \being yery deſirous that his Prigceand the ' '_,. 


King my Maſter mighe enter tagether inco amitie. 'I was twiſe inuited to this 
feaſt, but] excuſed my ſelte.” I remained iri therowne about a moneth after this 
<pwey ware: beinga2wettentertjned as ac my firſt arriuall. Afterward the 

ing ſent for me, and -keagkemyrieancand departed, being fafely conuried by 
them, and vpon their charges t9 hentira , where the. Duke came forth and recet- 
ued me, and feafted rmetwo daies.; and defraied nie. Thelikedid Maſter John de 
Bentivoleat Bolonia, whictherthe Flarent ines ſent for me. Vherefore I departed 
thence and went to Flavence,theretd abide the Kings comming, of whom 1yill 
now returne to ſpeake. jd &t 54.14 ed om aud air an 
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THE FIGHT BOOKE 


CONTINVING THE DISCOVRSE 


OF THE PRINCIPALL'ACTS OF 


KING CHARLES THE 
EIGHT: 


Chap. 1. Of the order and provifien the King left in the realme 
of Naples at hy returne into France. 


> O continuethe better this my hiftorie, and to informe 
I, | you of allthathapned,lmuſtnow rerurne to ſpeake of 
the King , who from the time he entred into Naples 
till his departure thenco , thought onely vpon ſports, 
and pleaſures,and thoſe that were about him of their 
owne priuateprofit and gaine : notwithſtanding his 
yoong yeeres excuſed him ; but on their behalfe , no 
tuſt excuſe can be made : for he committed all his af- 
faires rothcir gouernment. Andif they had aduiſed 
him to leaue well furniſhed in the country at his de- 
parture but three or fower caftles onely, namely that of Caierta, and one or two 

more z but yet the caſtle of Naples alone ( the prouifion whereof he bad giuen 

away as already you haue heard) the realme had neuer been loſt : forif the caſtle 

of Naples had been kept, the towne had neuerreuolted. Soſoone as he vnder- 

ood the league aboue mentioned to be concluded, he commanded his whole 

forces torepaire to him, and appointed fiue hundred men of armes French, and 

, 2500. Swiſlers*, and a few French footmen for the defence of therealme , deter- 
[irh,che King mining'with the reſt to returne home the ſame way he came 3 but the confede- 
left behinde rates made preparation to ſtop his paſſage. The King of Spaine had ſent and dai- 
_ —_ ly didſend certaine Carauels * into Sicilie , the which notwithſtanding that they 
his French Were burtlenderly manned, had before the Kings departure, put men intoReges 
roormeny00. in Calabria ncere to Sicilie. I had cftſoones dduertifed the King that there they 
ces,and500, Wouldland ; for the ambaſſador of Naples had fo informed me himſelfe , ſuppo- 
Iralunmen of ſing they had already been landed: bur if the King had ſent thither in time , he 
2 The ax> Dadraken the caſtle; for the rowne held for him. Our of Sicilie came certaine 
certaine ſl.ips bands alſo ro Mantia and to Turpia, all through our ewnefavult', becauſe we had 
76. nn ſentnoforces thither. In like manner the rowne of Owrante in Pouille (which had 
the which ace Oe ſervp the armes of Fraunce) ſeeing the leagueconduded , and themſclues 
= much ſeated necre to-Brandisand Gallipoli , and no meanes poſſible to leuic men to pur 
— into their rowne, reared vp againe the armes of Arragon; and Dom Fredericke 
ſeas. being @tBrandis,fent a garriſon thither. Tobe ſhort, fortune began now to frown 
vs, which but two moneths before ſo highly had favoured vs, in ſueh forr, 

dang the whole realme they began to reuolr,as well bicauſc of the league, 

as alſo of the Kings departure, and the (mall forces he left behinde him,which was 

nothing inreſþe& of the number of ſoldiers, though diuers of the captaines were 

of great valour.” He appointedfor his lieutenant generallin the ſaid realme , the 

Lord of Montpenſier of the houſe of Bourbon, a valiant and a hardy knight, bur 

of no greatſenſe, and fo carelefſe, thathe kept his bedeuery day till noone. In 


Calabria he left the Lord of Aubigny,a Scottiſh man borne, a vertuous,wiſe, ho- 
| notable, 


| BL = my CQO nn rc aww A+ AM Re. om SOO@t od oa ad. ame La AA. 


Sn%ADoRAACNTYS ow T7 


SS EY 
ww w 


Ang 


w FF > 


PHILIP DE COMMINES. 295 


norable, and a valiant knight, him he created high Conſtable of the realme, and 

8aue him (as before you hatre heard) the Eartedome of Acri, andthe Marquiſir 

of Squillazzo. He had made Lord great Chamberlaine of the realme at his firſt 
comming thither, the Seneſchall of Beducaire, called Stephan de Yers, who was al- 

ſo captaine of Caietta, Duke of Nola, and Lord of divers qgher Seniories. Fur- 

ther, all the treaſure. of the realme paſſed through his hands, ſo that hischarge 

was much too weighty for him; but fure he was well affected to the defence of 

the realme. He created the Lord Don lis Lorrain a Duke, andleft him in the 

towne of Saint Angelo, where he behaued himſelfe paſling well. Heleft in Man- 
fredonia Maſter Gabrielof Moutfaulcon,a man of whom he made great account; 

and to all rheſe he gaue goodly poſſeſſions : but this Gabriel behaued himſelfe 

very childifhly ; for at fower daies end he yeelded the towne for lacke of vituals: 
notwithftanding that at bis entry into it he found it very well furniſhed ; beſides 

that, it was feared in a country abounding with all kinde of graine. Diuers ſold 

all the prouifion they found in the caftels, and the report went, that this Gabriel 

fled himſelfe, and letr William of Vilneufue for defence of the towne , whom his 

owne ſeruants ſold to Dom Frederick, who put him into the gallies, where he re- 
maineda longtime. At Tarente the King left George of Suilly, who caried him- 

ſelfe there very gallantly, and died ofthe plague: and this citic held for the Ring, 

till famine forced itto yeeld. In Aquila he left the bailife of Vitry , where hedid 

great ſeruice : and in Abruzzo Matter Gracian des guerres, who likewiſe made 

good proofe of his valour there. They were all left vnfurniſhed of money : for 

order was giuten that they ſhould receiue their pay there, of the reuenues of the 
crowne, butall was too little. Notwithſtanding the King left the Princes of Sa- 

lerne and Biſignan very well appointed, who did him good feruice as __ 

they were able. He deal alſo very bountifully with the Coulonnois : for hee 
granted them all their demands , and put abone thirty places into rheir hands 

and their friends, which' if they would haue defended for him', as both by duty 

and oth (Py nes bound, they had done him great ſeruice, and purchaſed ro 
themſclues both honor and profit. For Ithinke they were not (6 highly adudn- 

ced theſe hundred yeeres, as by the Kingatthar time : yer notwithſtanding be- 
fore his departurethey began to pratiſe with hisenimies, Trucitis, thatthey 

ſerued hin in fauour onely of the Duke of Milan, becauſe chey hauecuer been 

of the fation Gibilin, butthey ought not in reſpe& thereof, to have dealefaith- 

leſly with him, who ſo highly had aduanced and pleaſured them, not onely this 

way but diners others, Forin their fayour heled priſoners with him _ Kr 
the Lord Yigill 77/es, and the Earle of Perillane 3, with divers others of the P7- ; prrgings 4 || 
finstheir eriimies, ye4and that againſtall right and reaſon : for notwithſtanding #» and, 

that they were taken priſoners, yet knew the King right well that they had a fate [ine fone | 
condud, the benefitally whereof he meant they ond enjoy ,, 4s himfelfe wel the King Sal 
declared: for he was determined to lead them no further chap Alt, atid thereto 1203 her 
releaſe them, All this. did he at the Coulonnois requeſt, and yet before hib re- a@ar with. 
turneto Aft they ſhrunke from him, yea they werethe very firſt that retolted, out leave. 
though they could alleage no cauſe that mooued them thereunto. : 
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Chap. 2. Howthe King departed from Naples, and paſſed againe through Rome , where- 
pon the Pope fled to —_ Fo GN he King bed with Monſieur © 
D' Argenton at by returne from Vemice : how he tooke adwiſe whether 
he ſbould reflore the Florentimes places to them or not : 
* and of the Sermons worthy of memory 
of Frier lerome of 
Florence. 


w HE King having giuen order for his affaires, as he thought 

_ =D 4. good, pur himlelfe vpon the way homeward with the reſt of 
a Nowles af Xe ' bis forces, * being (as I ſuppoſe) nine hundred men ofarmes 
the 20.0f May & k® '*F- atthe leaſt (comprehending therein the ordinarie retinue of 


-———___ his houſe) and two thouſand five hundred Swiſſers, fo that 
> The King >) I thinke the whole army contained ſeuen thouſand men ta- 
departed Na- $ =” king pay, belides the traine of the Court, being to the num- 


£s vvith 800. 


—_ i-1n. ber of fifteen hundred able to do ſeruice *®. The Earle of Petillane who tooke 


ces, two hun- the juſt muſter of them, told me after the battell (whereof you ſhall heare) that 


mu _ the whole force was nine thouſand men.. The King marched ftraight to Rome, 


garde , a hun- Where the Pope would not tarry his comming, but was firſt determined to haue 


dred leunces gone to Padua intothe Venetians dominions , ſo far forth that his lodging was 
three thou. made there. But afterward he altered his minde : for buth the Venetiansand 


ſand foormen the Duke of Milan ſent him certaine bands of men to Rome, where (though 


mw they arriued in time) yet durſt he notabide ; notwithſtanding that the King 


French, and meant him no harme, but would haue done him all honour and ſeruice, and ha 
dvr any alſo. ſent an ambaſſador thither purpoſely to deſire him to ſtay. But he retired to 
comms  Oruiette, and thence to Peroule, leauing.the Cardinals at Rome to receiue the 


Guaicciar, { P 
3 He arrived King, who ſtaied not there 3 neither harmed any man. The King wrote vnto 


© O_ _ me that I ſhould meer himat Sene, whither I repaired accordingly, he receiued 


and abode © me of his goodneſle very graciouſly, and asked me (ſomewhat merily) whether 
there rwo the Venetians would ſend to ſtop him vpon.the way : for his army conliſted al- 
— 'rogether of 00ng men who thought none in the world comparable to therh- 


Franc, vw» ; fas. [ 
4 For Farm ſelues... Tanſwered, that the Senioric told meat my departure, inthe preſence of 


ny * oneof his Secretaries named Lourdin, that they and the Duke of Milan would 


Bergme-: for put forty thouſand men into the field, not to offend him, but to defend them- 
the Venetians Flood: adding further, that they aduertiſed me the day I departed from Padua 


domnionssYy one of their Prouiſors , who came with their armie that they ſent againſt vs, 


Parm<zbefides that their farces ſhould nor paſſea certaipe river in their dominions neere to Par- 
he mer ma +called (as I remember) Olye,vnleſſt he inuaded the D. of Milan. The aid 


£442 ra - Prouiſor and I gaue ſecret tokens cach to other, by the which meſſengers mighe 
for the-P«» paſſeto and fro between-vs, if need ſhould fo __—_ treat of ſome good end: 
roe.Þ*> for I would breakeoff no outlerture of peace, becauſe I knew tiot what mighe 
m:andiro happen to the King my Maſter. At this our communicatiqn waspreſent one 
or 09"'V'O- Miter Lewis Marcell, who by the Senioriesappointmentaccompanied me out of 


netians muſt 


hauepaſſed their dominions, and governed for that yeere the Motzviere 5, which isa cer- 
— _ taine treaſure they haue : in like manner, certaine of the Marques of Mantuas 
ſed Ohe, men who caried money to their Maſter , were alſo preſentatit, but they heard 
before they NY, "7 | kgs 

cou'd haue come to Porme, Fs The French CorreQor readeth je Montyeil, called in Tralian Monte Feckio, which is a certaine 
e#caſure the Venetianshaue to pay the interelts dueynto the ancicnteſt creditors of their common vrealth, as appeareth in the 
booke of Donato Giannetts. 
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not our talke,” From theſdorfrom-ſomeortier I broughorhe King/in wricingtbs 
number of their hotſertien} foormen þ and Eſftradioes ©,and the nhtnts of.cheir 5 whicthere 
captaines : bur few ofthoſe that were neereſt ibour him credured my words. (Þo'f- Efreborre 

Aferthe King had repoſed bimfelterwo daiesat Sene, and welbrefrethed tilg 7 pp at 
horſes and his company, | :carneſtly.prefſed himro depart.> ftobhisenumitswerd J 
gor-yeraffembled, and4 feared onlprhe Almainesarnuall,of whom. theKing of 
Roridis tuſtered greacforce,and{cuiied great amimes of money for their payy 
fence. Biurnazgwithitanding all my ſollicitarion, rheKingpurctorth rwo-tnacrens 
to his Councell whict were foone dthared:; the dre; wheebarhe ſhauld 
the Floremtineyplaces rw chem/and: acorpr-ahe offers they auntbatorthe reſtirus 
rion of thery, being cheſt; 20 pay him thethiety choukand dudifioemainingged 
wipatd-of che ſumme rhey- gauedain 74.00 {ehdhint beſides; frivinty ahonſbod, 7, 754) h14 
and ro ſerve Htith as hopaſled our of ſalic with thredbundred menotarmes; and 715000. 
two thoyſand foormenvndet the leadipg of MaſteriFiornr &oe valiantknight <215,25 mcnt- 


and in good eredir-withthe Kings My felfoandxliuets Gheenmaio.ofopincen Cprorkbe 
that he (Hourld:acceprthefe conditions; 'retainiGg:anh©degarns in;his haridenill = , 
hisreturnots/Alt, Andif he had fodone, hemight hadepaied his loldwors; and 

reſerued money cnough'to have withdrawen parry qfHis enimici/ forces; and 

then haue fought with them. But ttns reſolution eooke no placty fur Montreurt 

ge Ligny a yoong man; colin germanto the King ouerthrew wjnoralledging any; 

reaſon tothe contrary, but only for pirry of the Piſans,” Theortevpoinrdebated 

was a matrer that Monſieur de Zigny himſelfe cauſed ro be unded by Gl 

cher of Tinteuille, and by oneof the faions of the Senois,chewhirtrdbfirgd the: 

faid Monſear de Ligny fortheir captaine.' For you ſhall vndetſtindrhar rhoſeSe- 
hoisareeuerindiuilion, and gouerne their common wealtmore fondhy thaw: 3; 7Þ*P*ople 
any other towne in {taly *. 1-being firſt asked mine aduiſe faid;rhiv i choughtir diuded a | 
beſt for the King ro march forward; and nortobulic himſelte wirh theſe fools = the or 
offers which could norſtand him in ſtead one weeketo anend : alleaging further md 
that becauſe this wasathrimperiall towne, weſbould by this meanes proucke the Þ*!d 2 gard of 
whole Empircagainſtvs.- All che'relt were of the-ſame opinion, yet was the _— na 
cleane contrary don&\for the- Senoisreceiuted Monleur de Zigpy for their Cap- cnizens pro. 
taine, and promiſed him yeerelyacertaine fumtieofmoney , whereof he never T4 —_ 
receiued penny. This fooliſh marrer ſtaied the King there fixe or ſeauen daies,  yeere, ts 
during the which ſpace he ſolaced himſelfe with the Dames. Further, he left proreRthem 
thererhret hundred of his men diminiſhing bis force by ſo inpch,, and thenre- (5nt the 
mooued to Pifa paſſing by Poggibonz1 a caltle:of tho'Florenitines/ Burthey neue , bur 
whom he leftat Scene werechaſed thence wirhin ambnechiafter, 7.7 2 (2 Dorthnich 

- T had forgottento tell you how I being at Florence iourneying rowardstbe qegariure the 
King, went with one of the ſtewards of his houſe. named John Francos a wile and fottion of 


diſcreet perſon, to-viſre-a Frier Jacsbincalled Brier Hieronime?, a man of holy 4 mrnes . 
life ( as all men reported?) abiding in a reformed couent where he had remained and his men 
fifteen yeeres. The cauſe why I wetrzocommuncwith him was, for that he had our of the 
ever preachtd very fwourably on the Kings behalfe, Þ farforthichat his words 
had fried the Florentines from reuokting from'vs, ,for'neuer Preacher cariedſo 2 This Friers 
tcreditnany citic: hebadeueraſfured them'ofthe Kings comming, what ome was 
er was ſaid or wtittento the contrarie; affirming thathe was ſent of God to who hath 

chaſticothetyrants of Tralie , and rhatnoforcefh beableto withſtand him. — 
Hee'preached further that the King fhould come to Pifa and enter into, the | ans, + 
towhe;-Arnd char rhe; felfe ſame day the eftate of Florence ſhould be altered as mons: he was 
alſo ir happened: for'the ſane day was Peter of Medicis baniſhed the towne. = hs 
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Diuers other things, alſo foretold he long before they, bapned, namely the Lord 
\ Laurence of Medicis: all the which hefaid he vnderſtood by reuelation, He prear 
-.. ched.yetfurther; that theeſtate of the Church ſhould be reformed by the ſword. 
. This not yetcorheto paſſe, but was very.necre,and he auoweth ſtill ebac it (hall 
be. ''Many found grearfaule with him , becauſe he faid that God reuealed theſe 
things to himg Bur ſome belecued him : ſure 1 for my part account him aholy 
ran. :Lasked himwherher the King ſhould paſſe out of Italie without danger at 
kis perſorr, ſeeing rhe-great preparatioh the Venetiaps made againit him him, 
whereof he diſcourſed pertedtlier tharmy felfe that came from thence, He an- 
fwered metharthe King ſhould bane fome trouble vpan the: way ; but that the 
honour thereoffſhould be his, though/hewere accompanice but with an hug; 
_ * dred men, andthat God who had guided himar his comming , would alſopror 
... tet him at hisrerurne. Adding notwithſtanding that becauſe he had nas 
' dutyinthercformation of the: Church, bur had ſuffered his men ro ſpoile and 
 robrthe yas well chaſechattooke his part, ' arid voluntarily received him 
 inrotheit cities, azhisetimics :- God had pronouncedFatence againſt him, and 
would ſhortly ſcourge him Neverthelefſehe bad mertell him thar if, he would 
kauc compatiron on the:peore people, and cndeuour himſelteto keep his men 
from-doibgeyl , and puniſh the oftendors: ( as he was bound by office toidon,) 
chatrhen God would reuoke bis ſentence, at the leaſt mitigate it : adding there- 
unto; that he oughs not to thinke it a ſufficientexcuſe, that he in his owne perſan 
did no harme. : He ſaid morcouer that himſelfe would goe and tell the King thus 
much;and ſo'iindeed hedid, and perſwaded with him to reſtore the Florentines 
places tothem. 'When he ſpake thus of Gods ſentence, the death of my:Lord 
the Daulphine came ſuddenly to my minde, for I ſaw no other thing that could 
greatly troublethe King. Thus much have I written rothe end it may yer more 
Gay indcare,chat this voiage wasindeed a meere miracle of God. + 


- +112 » Chap. 3. - How the King retamed in hic hands the towne of Piſs, and certaine 
": off BY 5 Sree ber meager yer rats rk re | 
I '., the. Dukeof Orleans entred onthe other ſide 
mis Nowarre, atowne of the 
Duchie of Milan. 


23 Feer the King wasentred into Piſa, (as you haue heard) all 
2; the Pilans both men and women beſought their gueſts for 
Gods loue to make interceſſion to the King, that they 
s might no more returne vnder the Florentines tyrannie, 

who in truth handled them extremely ; butdiuersciticsin 

Italie that be in ſubieRion to others, are as cuill intreated 

as they : beſides that , the Pifans and Florentines had been 
the ſpace of three hundred yeeres before the Florentines 
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ſident Gammay by the ſpace of three daies and more, durſt'notlyein his lodging» 

Bur the Earle ot Ligny aboucall the reſt fauoured the Pilans cauſe , who cithein 

troupes weeping and lamenting tothe King, in ſuch ſort,thar weall pitied then, 

and would willingly hauerelecued thein, it it hadlien in vsſ6 eo doe. One day 

after dinner, forty or fifty gentlemen of the Kings houſe alſetibled them{elues 
rogether, and went with rheir partiſans into the. Kings chamber; 'where he was 
playingar tables with Monſieur de Pienner,accompanied only with two groomes 

of his chamber. One of theſe gentlemen ſonnero Sallezard rheelder, ſpakeas 

mouth of the reſt to che King , defiring him trobeagratious Edrd rothePilins, 

and acculing certaine of thoſe lately named as traitors to him. BurtheKing 

with ſo ſtout language commanded them to depart, that after,the like newey hap- 

pened. The King ſpent (ix or ſeauen daies needleſly inthe towne of Piſa, and 
then.changed the garriſon, and made captaineof the CitadeWeane;fxirapses, a 

man of lewd conditions, ſeruantto the D. of Orleans, whom he thus preterred 

by Monlieur de Lignys ſure, and left with him in the ſaid Ciradelle certaine foot- 

men of the Duchic of Berrie. Further, the ſaid Entragues procured ſuch friend- 

a. (I ſuppoſe by his money) that he wasalfo made captaine of Petroſandte, | 
and of another place neere to it called Mortron *, and in like manner of Libre- —— 
fatto, which is neereto Luques. The caſtell of Serzane being very ſtrong, was poſcth «: 
put at the requeſt ofthe ſaid Earle of Ligny,into the bands of a baftard-of Routh, mn _ 
and an other place called Serzanelle, into the hands. of another, being bork his the nds 
owne ſcruants. In theſe places the King left a great parrot hisforces: potwfthe bmicltc atcer- 
ſtanding that he ſhall never haue ſuch neede of men;as he had ar that time, MoresNf0f n+ 


. # 


ouer, he refuſed the Florentines aide and offers aboue mentioned, and draneton. Gaiciar 
them into vtrerdeſpaire, Yet was he advertiſed before his departure from Seng, Þ# it Mu- 
that the Duke of Orleans (whomhe had keft behind him in AM * had rakgathe > The Delis 
citie of Nouarre in the Duchie of Milan, and therefore was well aſſured that of Orleans 
the Venerians would declare themſelues his enimies : for = himavord nenarey 
thar if he inuaded the Duke of Milan, they would aide the Duke wittitheir miſh vponthe 
whole force, according to their league lately made, and their force was greatand 43 BP3'9, 
inareadinefſe. Now you (hall vnderſtand.thatpreſently vpogthe conclulion of io —_ 
their league, the Duke of Milanthought to haue ſurpriſed Aſt, ſuppoling to find rurmedto Alt: 
it vtterly vnmanned : but my letters had haſtned the forces thar che Duke of jn9, 2254 n» 
Bourbon ſentthither, and the firſt that arrived were about forty launces of the the King,rwo 
Marſhall of Gies company, which ha taried behind in Fraunce,, and came thi-*nemen 
ther in good time. Sooneafter themarriued alſo five hundred toormen,lent thi- zins brought 
ther by the Marques of Saluce. The comming of the which ſtaied the Duke of the Duke of 
Milans forces led by Maſter Galeas of Saint Seuerin , who bearing thele newes re- —_— 
tired to Nom, a caſtell of the Duchie o fMilan, two miles from Aſt. In the necke Gur. 
of theſe arrived alſo three hundred and fiftie men of armes, and certaine ger 
tlemen of Daulphine, and ewo thouſand Swiſſers, with certaine "ane as 
of the ſaid countrey of Daulphine, ſ that their whole number was 7 500.men 
taking pay. But they lingred ſo long vpon the = that they ſerued not to the 
pr__ they were ſent for. For the King ſent for chem ro come and ſuccour 

im, but in {tead of aiding him he was forced toaidethem. The King hadalſo 
given commandementrothe Duke of Orleans and his captaines not to atrempr 
any thing againſt the Duke of Milan, but onely to defend the towne of Aſt, 
andto meet him at theriuer of Theſin to helpe to conucy him ouer it, for that 
was the onely river to trouble him. But notwithſtanding all chat the King writ 
to the Duke of Orleans, this enterpriſe of Nouarre (which is bur ten kagues 
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fromMilan)liked him ſo well, that he was contented to giue care thereunto, and 
wasxecciucd intothe citic in great triumph both of the Guelphes and Gibelines, 
which his exploit the Marchioneſſe of Montferrat greatly furthered. The caftell 
held ewo or three daies and then yeclded alſo. Bur if inthe mcane time,the Duke 
had goncor ſeat to Milan (where he had good intelligence) he had beenrecceiued 
into the towne with greater ioy,, thancucr he was into his caſtell of Blois, asdi> 
uers of the nobleſt-men of the countrey haue informed me. And the three firſt 
daics he mighthaye gonethitherin ſafetic, for when Nouarre was taken, the D. 
of Milans whole force lay yet at Nomneere to Aft, and returned not to Milantill 
the fourth day after. Bur I ſuppoſe the Duke belecued not all the intelligence he 
received thence. 


Chap. 4- , How King Charles paſſed divers dangerous ftraights in the moun- 
taines between Piſa and Serzane : how the towne of Pontreme 
Was burne4 by his Almaines, and how the Duke of 
Orleans behaued himſelfe in the 
meane time at No- 
warre, 


Ou haue heard alrcady of the Kings departure from Seneto 
Piſa, and of all thathedid at Piſa. Thence he remooued to 
Luques, where the citizens honorably received him, and 
there he abode twadaies. Afterward he marched to Pe- 
troſanRe (which Entragues held making no account of his 
enimies, neither himſelfe nor thoſe that caricd all the cre- 
dit with him. He paQſed marvellous ſtraightsin the moun- 

= '-- tainesberween Luques and Petrofanfte, which a handfull 
of footmen might eaſily haue defended againſt him : bur our enimies were nor 
| yetalſembled. Neere to the ſaid Petroſan&eis the ſtraight of Seiere on the one 
” and the ſtraight of RoMaille on the cxther, being greatdeepeſaltmarithes, 
where we were forced to wr ouer anatrow way, like to a cauſcy in a ſtanding 
poole : and this was the ſtraight that beryween Piſa and Pontreme I moſtfeared, 
and which was reported to be moſt dangerous: for one cart ſerouerthwart the 
way with two good peeces of artillerie, ar1d but a handfull of men, might have 

Kopped our paſſage, had our force been r1euer ſo great. From Petralante the 

King remooued to Serzane, where the C;urdinall Saint Peter ad YVincula offered to 

make Genuareuole, and deſired to haue ſoy ne part of the Kings forces ſentthither. 

The matter was debated by the Kings Cou ncell,my ſelfe being preſent at it inthe 

companie of a great many wiſe meg and z00d captaines : alſthe which conclu- 

ded, thatno eare ſhould be given to this en terpriſe , becauſe if the King obtained 
the viftorie, Genua would yceld of it ſelfez and if he were ouerthrowen, it could 
doe him no ſeruice : andthis was the firſt1 :ime that I perceiued any of them to 
doubt the battell. Report was made to th» c King of our reſolution 3 yernotwith- 
ſtanding thither he ſent the Lord of Brefle: afterward Duke of Sauoy , the Lordof 

Beaumont, the Lord of Polignac my broth erin law, andthe Lord of Ambeiou of 

the houſe of Amboile, with fixſcore men of armes, and fiuc hundred crofle-bow 

men newly come out of Fraunce by ſea. - But I wondred that ſo yoong a Prince 
had no truſty ſeruants abouthim, that dur boldly rell him into how great danger 
hee put himlelfe by diminiſhing his force 7 ifter this ſort : for as touching me, me 

thought he belecued not all that I ſaid. W 
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Wehad a ſmall armie vpon the ſea returning from Naples, ynder the leading 
of the Lord of Myolens gouernor of Daulphine, and, one Stephan de Newes of 
Montpellier. They were inall about eight gallies , and failed to Specieand Re- 
palc, where atthis preſent they wereall defeated and led priſonetsro Genua,, in 
the ſelfe ſame place where he had vanquiſhed King, 4/phorſes torces at the begin- 
ning ofthis yoiage, and by the ſelteſame men that tooke part with vs at that bat- 
tell, namely Malter Job» Lews de Fliſco, and Maſter Jobr Adorne : bur if the mat- 
ter had been well ordered, they ſhould haue been with the K. andall litle ynow. 
The Lord of Breſſcand the Cardinallaboue mentioned, went and 1od ged inthe 
ſuburbes of Genua , ſuppoling that their fation within the towne would haue 
riſen inthejr fauour. Bur the Duke of Milan and the Adornes that gouerned the. 
rowne, and Maſter 79bn Lewis de Fliſco (a wiſe knight) had giueno good order 
ra preuent this miſchiefe, that our men were in great dangerto be defeated heere 
alſo, as the others were before vpon theſea: for their number was {mall, and had 
it not been becauſe the fation thar ruled at Genuadurſt noriſlue forth gf the 
rowne, for feare leaſtthe Fourgouſes ſhould rebell and ſhut the gates vpon them, 
vndoubtedly they had all been (laine; for this notwithſtanding they werg.in. 
great diſtreſle vpon the way as they regired to Aſt: beſides that, they were gor 
at the battle with the K; wheretheir ſeruice mighr have ſtood him in good ſikag. 
From Serzane the K.marched to Pontreme,through the which he was forced to. 

aſſe, becauſe it is the very entry into the mountaines. The town and caſtle were 
well fortified, and the ſeare of rhem mzaruellous ſtrong, but within them were 
notaboue three or fower hundred footmen); for if they had been well CT 
they had been impregnable. Whexefore Frier rams prophelie prooued true, 
which was that God would lead the K. by the band, will he were out of danger: 
for it ſeemed that his enimies were blinded and bereft of their wits, in that they 
defended nat this ſtraight. To thg faid+place of Pontreme the King ſent his ya- 
ward led by the Marſhall Gie, accompanieg with Maſter Joi foes of Treuqul, 
whom the King bad received into his ſeryiceat Naples after K. Ferrandes depar- 
ture thence, wich whom he wastheganpay : he wasagentlemanof Milan, of 2 
good houſe,a good captainea very valiant man,and great eniznieto the Duke of 
Milan : for he was baniſhed by him when K. Ferrazdereceiued him into his fer- 
vice. . By the ſaid Maſter John mes his meanes, the place yeelded immediately 
withourt batterie, and the garriſon that was within itdeparted. But a great in- 
conuenience hapned there : for (as before is mentioned) whenthe D. of Milan: 
paſſed laſtthat way, they of the towneand certaine of our Sviſlers fea yart- 
ance (of whom about forty at thattime were ſlaine), for reuenge. whereof, the 
faid Swiſlers at this preſent (notwithſtanding the compoſition.) {lue altrhe.men 


they found inthe town, ſpoiled it,and burnt bath vicualsand allthatwas with- 
it it, and abouetenalſq-of themſclues being drygke, agither cquld tbe Marſhall 
Gie by any meanes makethem to retire. They 6 the cal 0, meaning 


eſle-r, nyt- r Thecavuſe 
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diuers places of the Duchie of Milan would haue yeelded, and diuers gentlemen 
of the countrey haue reuolted to him : for he gaue him counſelltorearevpin 
enery place che yoong Dukes armes, whom the Lord Zodouic held in-his hands, 


being fonne to /ohn Galeas the Duke thar laſt died art Pauia, as before you haue, 
heard. Butthe King refuled ſo'to doe, forthe fauour he bare to the Duke of Or- 


leans, who pretended and doth yet pretend title to the ſaid Duchie. Thus mar- 
chedthe King beyond Pontreme, and lodged in alittle valley neeretoa village 
that had not tetv houſes in it ; the name whereof I know not. There he abode 
fite daies vpon fto occaſion , his army being almoſt famiſhed, and his batrell ly- 
ingthirry miles behind his vayard in the middeſt of huge and ſharpe moun- 
rams; ouer the which ſuch great cannons and culnerins paſſed then , as neuer 
had pafſed before. For Duke Galeas in. his time conueied over but fower faul- 
cons, waying not paſt fiue hundred potind a peece,, which was a great wonder: 
iti thoſe daies. kph 
"bt now returneto the Duke of Orleans, who after he had taken the caſtell 
of Nouarre, ftaied there a few daics to no purpoſe, and then went to Vigelae, 
nieereto the which weretwo little townes that ſent vnto-him, offering to receine 
him, but by wiſe aduiſe he retaſed their offer. T hey of Pania (ent alſo twile to 
hitrro the ſame end, and them he ſhould riot haverefuſed. Moreotier ; he mar- 
ched ih order of batrell before the ſaid rowne of Vigeſue, where the Duke of Mi- 
latts whole force lay, being led by the twb brethren of Saint Severin, fo often 
above named. The towne is hardly ſo-gbod as Saint Martin-de-Cande, which 
is nor worrh ſix pence. My falfearriued there not long after, at which timerhe 
Duke of Milan'being there with certathe oF his capraines, ſhewed me the place 
where both the armies had ftood in order of battell hard by the towneand 
withintherowne. And if the Dake of Orleans had marched but an hundred 
paces further, thiey had retired beyond theriutt of Theſin, for they ſtood hard 
by therioer (ide, and had bvik a great bridge of boits'ouer ir.. Moreover, I faw 
Ot in beingrhere, beat downea great bylwarke oF earth which they had 
madedbnthe other fide of the tinerto iorrath paſtge; whereby i appeared 
ry werefylly minded ifthe Dyke tad marched forward;toabandon bock 
thetowneand caftell , which Ttad been ritiithito their dilkduantage. This is rhe 
plate Where the Duke of Milan vſcth motto reſide; arid fare itis ſeated inthe 
plealinteſt corartey for all kinde of paſtime;eſpecially hauking and mn 
eve T1 aw, But peraduentir& the Duke of Orleans thought the place ſtromg 
whetfe his enimes n—_ and himſclfe ro haue paſſed far enough : wherefore he 
retiredro Trecas;the Lord whereof (whohad charge vnder the Duke of Milan) 
dtid'tn opened together of theſe affaires a few daies after. To the faid 
0 wept 35 certame ofthe principalt of Milan ſent to the Duke of Orleans; 
rothifihg toreceiue him into the rowne, and offering for performance thereof; 
to delitier their children ih hoſtage. Which their enterpriſe they might eafily 
hileexecured, as diiers of great authoritic being theti within the towrie anducs 
quaigred with ill theſe practiſes haue aduertiſed me : ſaying that the Duke of Mi- 
hn'could'not Fane found mer ynow to hane defended the caſtell of Milan for 
Hit becauſe both nobles atid people deſired the deſtrution of this houſe of 
Sforee. The Duke of Orleahs alſo and his men haueinformed me of theſe pra- 


; Atiſes-abone metifioned,, batthey had ho great affiancein thoſe that negotiared 


thettifclues : whereanto Talſ6 Ide, that the hid Dukes captaines were notall of 


| withihem, and'they lacke$5'rhan thi vnderſtood thee affaites berter than 
- otic opinion asrouching RE h the Duke of Milans forces ioyned 
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ewo thouſand Almains : whom the King of Romaines fenechizhet and arhon- 
find Durc/horſemen vnder the leading of Maſter Fredericke Capelere , borfiein 
the countic of Ferette, Their arriuall{s much eneouraped Maſter Ga/c4s and his 
companie, that they went before Trecas ro preſAtthe batrelts the Duke of Or- 
leans, who refuſed it (notwithſtanding thar his free weregtetrer then chitirs, ) 
becauſe his eaptaines as Iippoſe would not hazardthe battell ; fearing left the 
boſe thereofſhould be the Kings deſtraftion, ofwhom they could heare-fid 
newes, becauſethe paſſiges were al topped ; ; wherefort they rgtired to Nuniive, 
giving no order for their proviſion ot'vittaals , no-not for the preſervation of 
the ſtorethey had within the towne alteady ; much: lefſe for any newe ſapply, 

whereofnotwithſtanding they right Þtentifally have beene farniſhed' ge that 
ritne in the countrey abotit withont Wohey, whereas afterward the ey were rea 
ly diſtreſſed through their 6whe folly.” T'o Colllitte, Elicir' enemres / ctdTE 
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draw countermount at the taile of euery peece: beſides that,carpenters or ſmiths 
were continually working vpon them, tor when a pcece fell, great trouble ic was 
to hoile it v VÞ 2840: Many gaue aduiſe to breake all the great artilleric, but the 
Ry would in no wiſe agreethereunto. 
ce Marſball of Gie who lay with our vaward thirtie miles before vs, preſled 
cheKing to make haſt : but it was three daies before wee could ioine with him. 
The enimiescampelay direRly in his face within halfe a league of him, who in 
mige opinion ſhould.haue had a a good bootie if they had aſſailed him. After- 
ward he lodged in the villageof Fornoue to keepe them from aſlailing vs in the 
mountaines, for the which purpoſe the village ſerved well , becauſe it is at the 
foote of the mountaives, and the very entrie into the plaine. Notwithſtanding 
we bad a better prote&or that bim, I meane God , who put another conceitin- 
to, 0ur enemies heads: for ſo great was their couerouſues that they reſolued ro 
rarie vs in the plaine, tothe end none of vs ſhould eſcape, ſuppoling if they had 
aflailed vs in the mountains, that wee would retire ro Piſa and the Florentines 
places that ws held. But therein they were much deceived, for we were too farre 
from thoſe places ; belidesthar, if our force and theirs had ioyned and fought, 
they might haue purſued as faſt as we could have fled, eſpecially knowing the 
« For you Country betterthan we: hitherto.in all this voiage we had no warre , but now it 
heard before began, For the Marſhall of Gie advertiſed the King that he was paſt the moun- 
_w __ taiges , and had ſent fortie light horle go giue analarmetothe enemies campe 
Lowes they ther by to diſconer their ations, who were incontinent encountered by the E- 
entred into br jges *, the which ſlew a gentleman of ours named le Beuf,and cytoff his head 
" Gecmech Ol ng itat oneoftheir launces,, and caried it to their Proviſors to receives 
that this word forit., Theſe Eftradiots are ſoldiers like ro the Turkes Janizarits, and atti- 
is deried of bs (a on fopteand horſebackelike to the, Turkes, ſaue-that they were not vp+ 


the Grecke 

for mums PRnghcirhead fucha greaeroulcof linngo: as the Turkes doe, called- Tolliban. 
in Greeke Gg- The Sreonghl diets, for both they, and; thejr horſes keepe thefields winter 
; h 2tol- ng ſamumcr.,, Th &y were Greekes come from the. places that the Venctiaps 


5 This Naples baidchereowe ras ſome from Nope, 3 in Fac cqu of warty ſome oun of Albanic, 
a. e from Duras Wm, oric TEN forthey areall Turkiſh, 
loporneſus  TR& Yenctians vic their ſerpice much ell. 1 awe them all when 


vader the Ve- ghey landed ag Venice, and-muſtercd igan He —_—_— the Abbey. of Saint Nz- 
memmers cal. WO Rflandath.; they were tathe number of fifteene hundred , and are valiang 


ledm times &M&NgAnditro army exceedingly, with their alarmes when. they.arcdiſpo- 
paſt Novpliey fac} [arg do, Eftradiggs follow chaſe euea to the Marſhals lodging, 
ol hone Ag ented into our Almaines campe,9 whom theyllew three or tower,and ca; 
Tipdthcir headsaway with them, fo ar manner. Becauſe when the Yer 
_ ip warre vithehe Totke: | this Turkes father thar 

— A Ig vi | Morea 83 14 tor 

pe cuery and enetians nkethcy 
now, vi 7 V8, as. i Ren id rad 
mere fell Id chemſelues with our perl one fulken ſhor ſlew 
their horles, where ' ppghey © <d.incontigent, for they vngerſtood nap 
er} ht artillerie : but r err nieh.gh pjooks aGopeaing of our Almains 
riſoger, ans retired. He was ſtricken 
| Je was 2 guns va and 
of hd Venetians armic,, being 


le the Lord:Redelph of Mantua, and che Earle of 
ChacieC: Ha "he Dl rof Milans forces, who knew this Captaine thay 
with 
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Was taken yery well, Now you ſhall vnderſtand that our enemies whole force 
was abrodein order of battell +, atrhe leaſt all char was aſſembled : for all their * For they 
forces. were nos yet come cogither , notwithſtanding that they had lien there << come. 
elght daies making their multers, ſothatthe King had leafure ynough to have — a 
resurned anto-Eraunce withour all danger, had it not been for the long abode he intent eo have 
made to 00 purpoſe inthe places aboue rehearſed. Bur God had otherwite dif- — 
poſed of this buſines. 204 brine | 
The faid Marſhall fearing to be aſſatted, encamped vpon the mountaine, hau- 
ing with him onely eight ſcore men of armes and-eight hundred Almaines as he 
rold me himſelfe : and as touching vs. we could not haue ſuccoured him, for it 
wasa day ana a halte after before we could ioine with him becanſe of our artille- 
ric 5. The King lodged by the way attwo yoong Marqueſſes houſes. Out var * Vnderitand 
ward lay vpon the hill in great feare waiting howerly when their eniemics (who {5 d2yanda 
ſtood in order of battell, a pretty way from them in the plaine ) would aflailtc re 
them. But God who-alwaies maniteltly declared thar hee would preſeruc the themountainy 
companie, tooke away our enemies ſenſes from them : for the Fatleof Calarze ponies 
asked our Almaine who it was that led this vaward,and how great the force was, there + for 
for he knew our number better than our ſelues, becauſe hee had been with vs all fombis fit 
the ſommer. The Almaine made the force great, and reported them to be three yu, thr 
hundred men of armes, and fifteene hundred Swiffers : whereunto the Earle an+ dais before 
ſivered thathe lied, alleaging thatin\ the whole armic were but three thouland 5 ©*899- 
Swiſlers, and that it was vnlike we would ſend the halfe before with the vaward. as he fad a © 
Then this Almaine was ſent priſoner rothe Marques of Mantuas pauilion, ang "before. 
they conſulted whether they thould aſfaile the Marſhall or no. But the Marques 
crediting the Almaines report, alleaged that their footemen were not abteto 
match our Almains, and that part of their force was not yertarriucd, withoutrhe 
which they {hould do wrong to fight. Adding further, that if they thould bap- 
py to be diſcomfited,the Seniorie might iuſtly be diſplealed : wherefore be liked 
tter to tarie vs in the plaine, ſeeing we could paſſe no way but iuſt before them: 
of which opinion werealſo the rwo prouiſors, againft whoſe aduiſe they durt 
not fight : but others ſaid that if this vaward were defeated, the King mutt ot ne- 


ceſhty be taken : notwithſtanding in the end they agreed al! to tarie vs in the 


plaine, truſting that not one of vs ſhould eſcape. All this I vnderſtood by the 
ics themſelues aboue named : for after the battell we and they met togither, 
and the Marſhall of Gieand my ſelte had great communication with them abour 
theſeaſlaires. Thus they retired into their campe, being well aſſured that within 
adayortwothe King would paſſe the mountaines and lodge in the village of 
Fornoue. In the meane time all the reft of their forces arriued, and we could not 
paſſe but hard before them : ſo ſtraightand narrow wasthe way. When we came 
downe the mountaines we beheld the champaigne country of Lombardy,which 
is the pleaſanceft, beſt, and fruitfulleſt ſoile in the world. But notwithſtanding I 
call itchampaigne ; yet isit very troubleſome for horſemen , becauſe iris full of 
dirches liketo Flaunders, yea fuller I thinke : bur withall it is much pleaſanter and 
plentifuller both of good corne, good wines, and fruits, for their grounds beare 
euery yeare. We wereright glad to behold it, becauſe of the great famine and 
we had ſuſtained inour jonray euer {ince our departure from Luques. 


But our artillerietired vs exceedingly as wecame downe the hill, fo ſteepe and 
painefull was the way. Our enemiescampe was well furniſhed of tents and pa- 


uihons, which made tſhew maruellous great and fore ſo was it: for the Veneti- 
ans had performed cheir promiſe madeto the King by me, which was that they 


and 


298 THE EIGHT BOOKE OF 


and the Duke of Milan would put fortie thouſaud men into the field , attheleaft 
if they performed it not fully, they failed not much thereof : for in this army 
were tiveand thirty thouſand taking pay, fower parts of fiue being of Saint 


© That is to Marke *. 
ſay, ofthe>©> They wereat the leaſt two thouſand men of armes barded, euery one ofthem 
a. which accompanied with fower men on horſebacke, bearing crofle bowes or ſome 0- 
haue Sams ther weapon 7, their Eſtradiots and light horſemen, were to the number of fiue 
 w_ hon thouſand, the reſt were footemen, and they lodged in a ſtrong place well forti- 
? Helaid ib. fied, and well furniſhed withartillery. 
7.cap. 5300.) The King came downe the mountaine about noone, and lodged in the vil 
Saeiachi hge of Fornoue, vpon ſunday being the1ifrof Iuly , the yeere 1495. We found 
Cooke cap.t5- inthe village great plentie of meale, wine, and prouender for horſes, broughe 
_ me12* thicher by the people ofthe countrey, who receiued vs friendly euery where (for 
2rmes were :-nohonelſt man did them harme) and viualed vs with bread and wineand ſome 
allowedro fruite, whereby they ſomewhar caſed thearmie: bur their bread was little and 
archers :%%:. blacke, and they ſold it deare, and three parts of their wine was water. My ſelfe 
charthe Vene-cauſed ſome of their vituals to be bought for me, which notwithſtanding I durſt 
rians idhcre- or taſt of, becauſe we ſuſpetted they meant to poiſon vs, ſo that at the firſt no 
tothe ancient Man durlt aduentureto cate of them ; and the ſuſpition increaſed, becauſe two 
+ qr nag Swiſſers were found dead in a ſeller, hauing drunke themſelues to death,or taken 
they %dirro cold after they had drunke. Burt before midnight the horſes began firſt to feede, 
imitare the and afterward the men, and then werefreſhed our ſelues well. I muſt here ſpeake 
French, ſomewhar in the honor ofthe Italian nation, becauſe wee neuer found in all this 
voiage that they ſought by poiſon to do vs harme, yetif they would, wee could 
hardly haueauoyded it. Wearriued at Fornoue (as you haue heard ) vpon ſun- 
day at noone : the King lighted andate and drankealictle,to refreſh himſelfe, but 
a number of gentlemen there werethat hardly could geta morſell of bread , for 
there was ſmall ſtore of other viftuals than ſuch as we found in the place, whereof 
till midnight ( as before you haue heard) none of vs durſt taft. 
: . Immediately after dinner, certaine of their Eſtradiots came and gaue vs a hot 
alarmeeuen within our campe. Our men wereas yet vnacquainted with them, 
forthe which cauſeall ourarmie cameforth into the fielde in very good order, 
and in three batrels, vaward, battell, and rereward, the one being not aboue a 
.bowles caſt from the other, ſo that each ofthem might with ſpeede haue ſuccou- 
red the other: but in the end this hot alarme proned nothing, wherfore we retur- 
ned to our lodging. We had a few tents and pauilions, & our campe lay in length 
auauncing it ſelfe towards theirs : befides that , there was a wood through the 
which the enemies might come vnder couertalmoſtto vs *, by meanes whereof 
twenticof their Eftradiots might eaſily giue vs alarmeatall times, and ſo ] war- 
mong (al- rant you they did, for they lay continually at the end of our campe. We encam- 
loves and _pedinavalley, betweenetwolirtle hils 9, through the which ran a river, thata 
»al. Franc, + Man may calily paſſe ouer on foote, vnleſſe it happen to ariſe, as it doth often vp- 
ori. ce © aſudden in that countrie, but the waters tarry not long, the rivers'name is 
of both the T arro» All thefaid valley is granell and great ſtone, very troubleſome for horle- 
campsreade men, and notaboue a _ ofa league broade. Vpon the hill on the right hand 
© ——_ lay our enemies ( bardly halfea league fromvs) fo that we were forced to paſle 
juſt before them, the river running betweene vs : for notwithſtanding that oh 
the backe fide ofthe hill on the left hand ( vnderneath the which we encamped ) 
there lay another way that we might haue taken, yet would we not fo doe, leaft 
weſhould ſeemeto fie, but encamped in the valley at the foote of the faid hill, 
Ms in 
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p beappointed) would come into ſome place in the mid way tocommune wir 
* +f we ſathgught good; which anſwerelreceinedthe fame. lungayacnigh 
p hoſe shat bad all the credit with-the-Kupg;made.no account ohe 
ing my ſelfe, Ldurſt nottake roo much ypon mee, por: prefle 
b beftly, leaſttbey ſhould charge me with cawardiſe: wherefo 
X chet inic chatnight; natwithſtandingythatl would with all 
4 _——_—_ hisarmy Qut of thigdtraight , if Imight hat  wigh WT 
= Agcrs 7c / ME ! 2690 93 01.2 101 NEG Wa Wo Mr th band * lt 
T --Abour midnight the Cardioall gfpSaine;Malo,, whoſe pavilion was bard by : 
. mine, told meas he camefromthe King; that wee ſhould depart the next mox- 
£ ning by breaktofday, and chat the King-would commaund acanpontobethor _ 
into thecnemies campe as we paſled alooghy them, to fignzfie-thar he was thess 
. ready to preſentthem battell , andi{o march forward withayt-any.morgadae. © + 
Abd] ſuppoſe thatthis aduiſe proceeded from the Cardinall himielte, 28a man . ....: . 
4 yoable to talke ofthe wars, neither vaderftanding what they meant. Butithad 
- bene requiſite that the King ſhould baue aſſembled the wiſeſt men and belt © ___ 
s taines.in hisarmic, to debate ſo weightiea matter as this was; And yes per- -  7') 
£ haps that ſhould have beene but to ſmall purpoſe. neighex 3 for Iſaw many mat- L 
, tersdebatedin this yoiage,the which were executed<cleanecontrarietothe relow _.;; _. 
. tution.. Tanſwered the Cardinall that if we approched fo neerethem, as to.ſhoor T 
E irito their campe, vndoubtedly men would iſſue forth on both. {ides ro-the þ 
4 Skirmiſh, the which could never bee retired without-battel! : alleaging further, 
; that this was cleane contrary to that I had already begun With their Prouiſors, 
, and it greeued me,that weſhould take this courſe: bur ſach had mineeſtate been 
: ener {ince the beginning ofthe Kings 'raigne, thatIdurſt not wadetoo farre in a- 
. ny matter , leaſt I ſhould haue procured my ſelfe the diſpleaſure of them that 
: were in authoritie about him , which was ſo great where hee liked , that it was 
:buttoogreat. : often os 21; .- Tron noi | oi 
The ſelfe fame night we bad two other great alarmes all through our ownfaulr, 
, .becauſe we had giuen no. order againſ-their Eſtradiots as wee ought to haue 
done, and the vic is to do.in the warres againſt light horſemen : for ewenty ofour 
"men of armes with theinarchers would haue matched two hundred of them ; 
; -burthey were as yet ſtrange. to vs. There fell alſorhis night a terrible raine Vore 
103 | uc 


ſaebliphtaing and thundering aywits never fince the world began to tharties- 
veti andearch ro:gotopicher,or thar this forelkewed ſomegreat inconue- 
nieteeroenſue,: Por- notivithiapding thatweknew ivell; thattherencrberation 
oftheſe grear mqutraines(atthe foorcofthe which we'lay') matechis thundet 
ſcertis greater chatindoede it-was ; and further, -thar thwrider and lighrning bee 
neturall ian twrcountrey, oſpeciallyin former + yer cerhed theputrhar preſet 
themoredreadfuiland terribleto vs, boeauſo we Lo Aa BIT TR.2"x 
beforvvs| wehauing ——— — — them 'bur by'batrel, 
cate forvebeingſoſmutlairwas; for wewers nor aboue ninerhoufand able men 
g00dund bado-of-the which' rtwo rhouſand were/rioble mens ſervants of the 
cxttipe 5jbur't comprehend aor in this 'numberi pages bor firaglers,' nor ſack 
kiadeof:peoplei>:iro 5:t) boy lt mona 7912 COMER 21 CIT ET 
buz2mod blyuow mol! tony 1 510% cHLNSDhT arts met IEGOD inns 
8) hes 6+ Ofthrbanel of Fornene, whertin the enemiaSef Foaunce wer e fq 
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| Y2D@ER8 He monday morning abour: ſtuen'ef the clocke; being the 
#2; fixr day ofluly, theyeere ofour Lord 1455.thenoble King 
gg mounted on horſebacke' calling often for mee. Army com- 
Ks ming to him TfoundHim armed atallpeeces , and mounted 
I & vpon'the bruveſthorfgrbar euer Law , called: Savoy, which 
a) omechiidhins borſtbfBrefſe. Duke Charierof Sauoy:gaue 
 ——_— | &® him tothe King : he was blacke, and had bur one eye, and 
*Rereward af. of # tmeane Rature, butrall ynough for Hinybce carried. This yoong Prince ſce- 
rerthe Frencgned thiat'day altagither ahorcher man rhiaiy dither his nature, perſon, or con 
leading wher. PIEKASTIOWOnld Beare tfor niittrally hewss, ind yer is very fearctullin ſpeech, be- 
of 7-u gi- extſt he had ever beettbrought vp if Feat awe, and with men of meanceſtater 
uerhrorne butt this horſ&made him ſeeme great, arid hehad a good countenaunce &a good 
it. Ferre» and EbJGUr, and his talke was Routand wiſe: whereby appeared (as Ithen called ro 
—— '9'ihd ) that Frier {rom told me truth, when he ſaid that God would lead him by 
(otherwiſe The hand, and'that he ſhould haue ſomewhat to doe vpon: the way, bur tharrhe 
callcdExleofHohor thereof ſhould be his. His wordsto me were theſe ; if theſe men will pa 
Re ow Tament, go and commune with them, and becauſe the Cardinall was there-pres 
to Monſeur drfent, he named him to accompanie me,and the Marſhall of Gie-, who wasoutof 
laTrimvile i= patience bectiuſeofa broile that had hapened between the Earles * of Narbonne 
wars andro Afrd Guiſe, tHEWhich Guiſe ſometime had led certaine bands, and ought ofright 
mr = d_ tohaneled the vaward ?, as all men faid. I anſwered the King that I would doe 
en -kis commaridement;butthar I never ſaw two fo great forces ſo neere togither, 
7. Cap. 12, - depart without battell. | | | £ 
GD ,. ” 'Otir wholeartty marched forth vpon theplaine in good order, the one bat- 
to haue foughe tell tieere to the other as the day before: bur astouching the force, it ſeemed bu 
wh Dom Fer a tiandfull cotharT had ſeene with Duke Charles of Burgundie, and King Lowes 
Germain char his Kings Father. Vpon the ſaid plaine the Cardinall and I withdrew our ſelues 
Monſcur de - afige, 2hd endited a letter to the two Prouiſors aboue named, the which was 
Guſctetiie written by one Maſter Robertera Secretarie of the Kings, and in good credit. 
that know  Thecontents of our ſetter were, thatirapperrained to the eſtate and office of che 
nothowitis . Cardinallto procure peace, and vhto mealſo having ſo lately beeneambaſſador 


mg * at Venice; for the which cauſeI mightas yet takevpon me the office of medu- 
cor 
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tor betweene the King and them. Welignified further to them on the Kings be- 
halte, that he would bur paſſe forth his way without doing harme to any man: 
wheretfore if they minded to parlament,accordingtothe order taken the day be- 
fore, we for our parts were willing thereunto , and would imploy our ſues to 
doall thes00d we could, Theskirmilhes were already begun round about vs, 
and after our army had marched a while, ſoftly paſſing along before then , the 
river running between them and vs (as you haue heard) we approched ſoneere 
to rhem, that we came within a quarter. of a league of their campe, within. the 
which they (tood all in marriall aray: for their manner is to make their catapeſo 
large, thatthey may allſtand in order of batrell within it. | 

They ſent forth incontinent part of their Eſtradiots andcrofſebowe men'on 
horſebacke, and certainemen of armes, the which came along vpon the way al- 
molt vnder couerrt, towards the village of Fornoue,'( out ofthe which wee were 
departed ) meaning there to paſle this little.riner, and to aſſaile our carriage; 
which was ſo grear, that [ thinke it laded aboue Goo. mules, horſes, and "ſs, 
They had ler their bartels in ſuch order many daies before they fought, that ber- 
ter they could not be ordered :.for they were ſo placed, that their great nuniber 
halte atſured them ofthe vitory, becauſe they aſſailed the King and his army on 
euery (ide, in ſuch ſort that nor one of vs could have eſcaped if'we had beene 
broken, conſidering the ſtraight we were in. Thoſe aboue mentioned cameand 


company of men of armes for the ſame purpoſe, vnder the leading of Maſter 4- 
thony of Vrbin baſtardto the late Duke of Vrbin. Beſides theſe there remained 
yet in their campe two great troupes of men ofarmes, as I vnderfſtood the-.next 
day by themfelueswhen they and I communed togither, andl ſaw them alſo 
with mineeies, And this they did becauſe the Venetians would nor hazardall at 
once, nor vnfurniſh thetr campe. Notwithſtanding/in mine opinion it had beene 
better for them to haue aduenturedtheir whole force; ſeeing they menero fight. 
-\[ Iwill now tell you'what became of the letter , che Cardinall and I fencca'rheir 
campe' ths rn fe [The Prowſorsreceined it ;;and _ afterthey 
had reade'it,; braſt foorth the firftpeeceof our arvillerie , then/ſhor theirs which 
%yas not ſo good as outs. The laid Proniſfors incontinent ſent, backe;our'gum- 
peter, accompanied with(atrumperer of the: Marquefſes, who brought word 
that:theywere content taparlament;ifwe wouldcauſeonr artillerie to =—_— 
ing, that they on their des would-dbiche likes: bwanthen-a. great way from the 
Kmg,whomidabout here & there, and ſent backetheſe twotrumpeters withan- 
ſwerethathewould make EI EI > 7. commandementto = 
LH D Maſter 
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Maſter ofthe ordinance to ſtay theſhot, and ſoall ceaſed a while on both ſides 
Butſooneaftet vpon a ſudden they diſcharged one of their peeces, and then ſhot 
ours againe treſblier than before, and we approched three of our peeces neererto 
them.: After the two trumpetters werearriued at their campe , they rooke ours 
and ſent him to the Marqueſles pauilion, reſoluing to fight. For the Earle of Ca- 
1azze (as thoſethat were preſent haue informed mee) faid that it was now noe 
time to parlament, ſeeing that wee were halfe vanquilhed already ; and one of 
their Prouiſors was of his apinion, and agreed to fight (as I haue heard himlſelfe 
report) but the other wauld not conſent thereunto, The Marqueſle in like man- 
ner deſired the battell, but his vncle, who was a vertuous and a wiſe gentleman, 
and loued vs well; and barearmes againſt vs with an euill will, withſtood it to 
the vttermoſt of his powerz but in the end they agreed all to hght. 

Now you {hall vnderſtand, that the King had put his whole force into his va- 
ward; inthe which werethree hundred and fifty men ofarmes, and threethou- 
ſand Swiſſers (the only hope of our army ) with whom hee commanded three 
hundred archers of his gardeto 1oinc themſelues on foote, and likewiſe certaine 
croſſebowe men on horſebacke ofthe two hundreth that were alſo of his garde, 
which wasa great diminiſhing oftheſafery of his perſon. In our army were but 
few footemen beſides theſe, forall that wee had were placed in the vaward. On 
foote with our Almaines were the Lord Emglebert brother to the Duke of Cleues, 
Lornay, and the bailife of Digeon, the ſaid Almains capraine, and before them 
marched ourartillery. Here they whom welett in the Florentines. places , and 
thoſe that were ſent to Genua would haue done good ſernice, contrary to the 0- 
Pinion:ofall men. : Our vaward had now marched almoſt as far astheircampe, 
ſorharall-men thought they ſhould haue begun the batrell : but our. two other 
battels were not fo neere it, nor ſo well placed to haue ſuccoured it as the day be- 
fore.” Further, becauſe the Marques of Mantua ( who was entred into the plaine 
- and paſt the riuer ) was direQly vpon our batke, about a quarter of a league be- 
hinde our rereward, marching with his force ſoftly and cloſe togither,which was 
a maruellous pleaſant ſight ro-behold ; the King was forced to turne his backe ta 
hisvaward, andhisface towards his enemies, and ſo toapproch neerer to his re- 
reward, and retire from his vaward.- I was then with the Cardinall attending an 
. anfvwereofaurietter, but I told him I perceiuediit was notime to ſtay any longer 

; thete;wheretore Ideparted being hard by the Swiſlers; and wentto the King. 
But before I could come to him, I loft a page who was my colin germaine, and a 
groomeof my chamber, and alackey which followed a pretty way behinde me; 
fothatHaw not when they were ſlaine.  . rs * 

I hadnot ridden aboue a hundred paces, when ſuddenly acric began to ariſe in 
theiſelfe fame place from whence I was departed, or bur little beyond. For you 
thallvnderſtand that their Eftradiotsat this very inſtant came to. Qur carriage, 
andentred into the Kings lodging where were three. or fower houſes, in the 
which they ſlew or hurt fower or ve ſoldiers, but the reſteſcaped , they (lew al- 
ſoaboutan hundred of our firaglers,-and put our carriage in great diſorder. 
When I cametothe King, I found him dubbing of knighes, but becauſe the ene- 
mites were at hand,we cauſed him to ceaſe,& thenlT heard the baſtard of Bourbon 
named Mathew.(who was in good credit withthe King). & one Philip de Aowlin (2 
poore gentleman but very valiant) call the King , faying , paſſe foorth fir, pafle 
torth : wherupon he went into the front of his and placed himſelte before 
his ſtandard, ſo that ( the baſtard of Bourbon excepted ): I ſaw none neerer the 


enemies then himſelfe. Our enemies marched luſtely forward, in —_—_ 
within 
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within leſſe than a quafter of an hower after my arriuall, rhey'were come within 
2 hundred paces of che King, who wasas cuill garded and as euill waited on ; as 
euer was Prince or noble man ; but mauger the diuell, he is well:defended whom 
God defends. And ſure che propheties of che regerend father frier &ranproo- 
ued true, who rold me{(as before you haue heard)that God edlhim by che hind. 
His rereward ſtood vpon his right hand, being reconciled omewharfrombims 
and the ncereſt companiero him on thar fide wasthe Duke of Orleans company, 
being to the number of Bo; launces led by Robines of Frainezrlles; and Monſteur 
de la Trimoitles company;being abont forty launces, and: the hundred Sconilh 
archers of his guard; whorhruſt themſeluesincorhe preſſes asmen ofagnes. My 
ſelfe ſtood vpon the left hand with the gentlemen, pen(ianers,and ſfruantsofthe 
Kings honles This rereward'was led 'by rhe Earleiof Foix: but! as touching the 
names ofthe other capraines, I paſſe them ouer forbpeuiryy( cons ©. 0; on 
>. Wi: hin a quarter ofan hower after my arriuallcxrheenemircs:beirig aritert the 
King as you haue heard, charged their ttaues,, and begannea ſaft gallop. ' They, * 
were divide$into twotroupes ; one of the which charged therwor companies of þ.. 


our horſetnen, and the Scottiſh archers n ages. Are. handzahd / ' v9 


the other, the King himſelfe;{o char 'boch rheyand the King, were charged al- 
moſt at one inſtant : werhar ſtood wpon' the left hand chirgedcthem vponthe 
fanke grearly to our aduantage ; and vndoubreily ir'is-impodſible for. men [to 
Mmeere roughlier than wemer. But the Eftradiors that accompanied them;ſeeing 


our mules and carriage flie towards oupvaward,/and cheir companions 4geralt* By their 


che bootie, turned their horſes crhatwayyabd fotſcake their men of;armes, who ;,. 


by meanes thereof were vatollowed zwheneby ivmanifeſtly appeared thas :Godithe Eftradiors 


rheant ro preſerue vs : for if theſofifrcene hundred light horſemen had brokenity harmed ali” 


imon elt vs with their Cimeterres { which are ternbleſwords hike to the Turks) carriage at 


vndoubredly we had beene defeated,our number being ſo ſmall. The-[talian men, 5:2. 
efarmes, immediately atter they .had broken their ftaues fled; and theirfooge- 
men or the greateſt part-ſhrunke ade;and fed alſo. At the ſelf faiwe time that 
they charged vs, the Earle of Caiazzegayen chargealſo vpon: our vayard ; bur 
they metnot ſo roughly as we : for.ar the very inſtant they-lboyld cbhave 
couched their ſtaues, they beganrofainat, and diſordered thetnſelves ih luch fort, 
thar fifteene or twenty of them being'/fcattered amongſt ous bands, weretaken 
& {laineby our Almains the rett were burealily purſued : for! the: Mar ne 


Gie endeuored to keepe hus forces togither, becauſ he ſaw. yeo:a greac © 
enemies not far from him. Norwit ing part of his Rt peetrhe ak 
& part of the Earleof Caiazzes menthat- fled , paſſed; ouer the:place wherethe 


Marques and we had fought, wich their ſwords in their hands: z for they had 


throwne away their ſtaues, Butcheprhar aſſailed che King fled \immedjarcely af- 
rer they had charged, and'were maruciouſ}y ſwiftly purſued; for well allowed 
the chaſe:parr oftherm tooke the way tothe village trom whence. we weredepars 
ted, rhereſt fled the nexr way to their campe, weallpurſued hem; ſavachaising 
who {taiedbehinde witha few men;and put himfelfe in great _ bechwſe he 
followed not after them with vs-/ Oneofthe firſt chat was ſ]aineot their ilegyas 
the Lord Rodoſph of Manta, vnckleto the Marques, who ſhould bavoRnviord 
to the aboue named:Mifter 4nchomeot Vrbin, when he ſhould march; fottbey: 
thought rharthis battell would haueeridured as their battels in lzaly doegwhi 

their error ſcrued the ſaid Maſteviamrheme for + good excuſe: butco lay the wth, 
[chinke hee ſawe ynough to ſtay him from marching. . Wee had agrearnumbet 
of trajtlers and ſeruants' following vs; all the: _ flockedabaut tbe jtalan 
C 2 men 
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men ofarmes ny 1 , and (lue the moſt of them. Forthe greateſt 


part ofthe faid $ had their hatchets in their hands, wherewith they vied 
to curwood to:mikeour lodgings, with the which hatchets they brake the vi- 
ſardsofcheir heat-pececes, and then claue their heads , for otherwiſe they could 
haue-ban{lainethey were ſo ſarely armed ; fo that there werecuerthres 
orfowerabone oncofthem. .Morconer , the long ſwords that our archers and 
ſcruants hadydid thar daya greatexecution. The King tarried vpon the place 
where che chargexwas giuen,accampanied with ſeuen or eight yoong gentlemen, 
whom-hchad appaidted to attend vpon him, for neither would hes followthe 

ale; nogher retireto his vaward becauſe it was ſomewhat farre off, Heeſcaped 
wellacrhe firſt eacounter, conſidering that hee was. one of the foremok;, for rh 
baftard of Bourbon was taken-within leſſecthen twerity paces of bim's5, and led 
priſoner to the enemics campe.c/ |. Job bs 79 9. 


the, Monſeur - 'TheKing abodein the faid place maruclious weakely accompanied : for hee 


de Lixny, and 
Monſeur de 
Pliennes Were 
armedliketo 
che King and 
continually 
about him, 


 rure, remooued roand 


had'with him nota man more then one groome of his. chtamber called Anthonte 
de andzea,a little fellow and cuill armed {the reſt were (cattered heereand there, 
as trimſclfe rold meatnighteuen in the preſence of thoſe rhat were appointed ta 
waite vypon: him ,,who deſerned-great reproch for leaving their Prince in ſuch 
eftare. Notwithſtanding they arriued intime, fora certaine ſmall broken troups 
ofIralian men ofarmes paffing along vpon the plaine ( where they ſawe no man 
ſtirring) cameandaflailed the King /and this groome of his chamber : bur the 
King being mounted =_ thebraueſt horſe in the world for a man of his tas 

| ,and defended himſelfe valiantly : and at that very un 


| Rangcertaincofthercftofhis men being hor far from bim arriucd,, Epares oy 


thelkralians fled, and then the King followed good advice and retired to his vas 
ward;which had/ncucr moavedour of the place they firſt poflefied. Thus the 


©. Kingwithis bareell had good ſaccedſe: andif his vaward had marched bur one 


hundred-pacesfarther, our enemies wholearmic had fled. Some ſaid they oughs 
ſd rb haue donebut ochersheldopittion that they did beſt to ftay. | 
"Our company'that followed the chaſe purſued tticenimies harden their campe, 
which layanlength almoſt as far as Fornbue , and not one of vs received a blow 
ane mils nesf, whom faw fall dead to the ground with a ſtroke thatan 
ns rr he paſſed by ( for he wageuit] armed :) whereupon certaine of 
vsſtaied; Aying; let vs returne tothe King, and with that word all che whole 
troupe Road fill rogiue their horſes breath, which were very weary becauſe they 
hadchaſedagreat way, and all vpon (harpeſtones. Hard'by vs fled a troupe of 
chirtiemenofarmes, whom we kt paſſequietly-fearing to aſſaile thera. When 
wehad breathed ourhorſes, wee ridde foorth :#faſt trot towards the King, noc 
knowing what was become of him, but aftera'while we deſcried him a farre off, 
Thewcauſd weour feruantsto light on foote, and gather vp the launces where- 
withthe place lay firawed, ehecially with-Bourdonaſſes; which were not much 
worth; for they were hollowe and hardly fo wai as a iauelin, buttrimmely 
painted acid by this meanes we were better fyrniſhed of launces thanen the mor- 


_ Aing- Mhz werid towards the Ki the way we meta broken band ofthe 


enemiesfoormeticrafiing ouer the ,beingofthoſe chac bad lien hid _ 
chebits, and had led the Marques of Mancua-vpon the Kings backe : many 

themwere i|lzine; and thereft eſcaped, aideateltbrough theriuer, and we ſtair 
ad hor tohgabourthem. Divers of our menoeiedioften during the whole con- 


ell heirs AlEtgrenmnber Grynegate, which wass bartsllloft in Picardic in thegitne of K, 


cell he writeth 


lb.s, cap.s, Z4Wthe eleventh againſt the K,ofRomains*ghrough the folly of our ——_ 
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fell to ſpoils the enemies carriage : potwithitand ing-in ghar Þattell no-whit of 
their carriage was taken nor {paled x but in this, their Eftradiots tooke-all our 
carriage borks, of which norwizbRanding theyled away bus gue and fifty be- 
ing the beſt and beſt coyered, namely all the Kings, «nd ol bis chamberlgins. 
T hey tooke allo a groome vt the Kings chamber called Guric/, who had abous 
him the ancient iewels'otrbe Kings of Fraunce; which hethen caried with him, 
becauſe the King was there in periop, 'T rus tus that a-number of cofters were 
alſaloſt, but they were ouerthrowneand ſpoiled by our owne men, for wee had 
inour campea gtcat many varles34gd bariocs that ripped the dead bodies, and 
iled allthat they could come Dr they rooke only 
abouctehearſed, There were {laine on bath tides ( as I haut been credibly 
enformed bath by them and certaing of our:0wne men ) to this number; Wee 
loſt /alian Benrgneuf, the fergeant porter of the Kings houſe, a gentleman of the 
Kings bouſe, and nine Scortulharchers, ot horſemen of our vaward to the num- 
ber of twentic, and about our eafriggeihrec or fower ſcore horle-keepers. And 
they loſt three hundred and hiftie men ofarmes, {laine vpon-the place ; but nor 
one of them was taken priſoner, which chance | thinke never hapned before in 
any barrell. Oftheſe Eſtradiots few were Yaine, for they turned allto che ſpoile 
as you hauc heard. There died of them inallthree thouſand and fiue bundred 
men, as divers ofthe beſt of rheirarmy have enformed me ; others have xold me 
more, but ſure they loſt many gentlemen: for lſaw my ſelfe a role wherein were 
'the names of cighteene gentlemen of good houſes , and among them fower or 
five ofthe Marques owne name which was' Genz4gse, belides the which, the 
Marques loſt allo at the leaſt three{core gentlemen of his owne dominions, all che 
which were horſemen,'and not one fooreman amang themule is firange that ſo 
many were ſ{laine with band ftrokeszfor as toucking the artilery,] thinkeic ſlew 
notten on both (ides. The fightendured nota quarter of an hower, for ſo ſoone 
as they bad broken or throwneaway their launces they fled all*: the chaſe conti- 
nued about three quarters ofan hower. Their batrels in lraly are not foughrtaf- 
cer this ſort, for they figbt ſquadron after fquadron, {o that 2 battell engureth 
there ſometime a whole day, neither partie obtaining victory, * Viderſtand 
The flight on theit @de was three hundred oftheir men of armes and rely = 
the greateſt part ofthcir Eftradiots fled, fone toRege ? (bring farrethence) and Rege necreto 
others to Parma, being aboutecighe leagues off 3. In the morning the very lame al 


howerthatthe twoarmits ioyned;, the Earle of Petillane:and che Lord Pie wn Lipids, and 


Y, I doubt me 
the vnskulfull 


this fort. The Earle being a manrweltknowne among the ſoldiers (for he hadal- "5s of the | 
eG antO pq inthis pa- 
crie Petillane, Pctillane, and ran after them chat fled aboue 


backe the greateſt part of them, andputthem out of all feare, — VP- Regein Cala- 
on his word that there was no danger, ſo that had it nocbeenefor him alone, p/>mheriort 
eheir whole army had fled: for the word of fuck a man newly departed from VS [eauc the pa- 
was noſmall ſtaictorhem. The ſaid Earle (as vinaſeits hath ſince told me) gaue, jnebeks our, 
aduiſetoaſſaile vs againetbe ſame nighe, burthiey would not Harken thereunto 4.0; 
The Marques hathalſo (irice commnned with mce. of theſe aftaires chalenging poſeth thi 
this aduite as his : but ro ſay che euch had ic not been for the Earlealone they oor. 
had all fled the ſame night, :it 1 2:17 bar | ted, 

Dd 3 When 
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When we were come to the King, wediſcoucred a great number ofmen of 
armes and footemen ſtanding yetin order of bartel} withour their campe, whoſe 
heads and launcts onely we could deſcrie. They had ſtood there all the day, and 
neuer mooued fromthart place, notwithſtanding they were further from vs than 
they ſeemed: for they and we could not haue joyned without paſkng the river, 
which was riſen andaroſe hower]y, becauſeallche day ir had thundered, lighre- 
ned, and raigned terribly, eſpecially duringthe barrelland the chaſe. The King 
debared with his captaines whether we ſhouldaſſaile theſe new diſconered ene» 
mies or not : with him were three Jtalian knights, one named Maſter Job ores 
of Trenoul, who is yet living, atd behaued/himſelfe that day like a worthy gen+ 
tleman ; another Maſter Francis Seces a valiant-knight , in pay withrthe Floren» 
tines, and of the age of 75 2. yeeres; and the third'Matter Camilo Ynelly, who with 
his three brethren was in ſeruicewith the King, and came vnſent for from Ciuica 
de Caſtello, as far as Serzane ( which is a great iourney ) to beat this barrell : but 

rceiuing that he could notouertake the King with his companie, hee came 
himſelfe alone. Theſe two latter gaueaduicero march againſt theſeenemies news 
ly diſcovered : but the French men were ofacontrarie opinion, ſaying that they 
had done ynough, and that it was late, and time to make their londging. Bur 
the ſaid Maſter Francis Secco maintained ftoutly his opinion, ſhewing people that 
paſſed ewoand fro vpon the high way tharleadeth ro Parma (the neereſt rowne 
that theenemies couldretire into) whom beaffirmed ro bee enemies flying thi- 
ther or returning thence, and indeed he faid true, as wee vnderſtood afterward ; 
and ſure both his words and countenance ſhewed him to be a hardie and a wiſe 
knight. For all their captaines confefled to mee ( yea ſome of them beforethe 
DukeofMilan himſclte) that if we had marched forward, they hadall fled ; by 
meanes whereof we ſhould have obtained thegoodlieſt , honorableſt, and proti- 
tableſt vitorie that hapned inten yeeres before : for if a man could have vſcd it 
well, haue made his profit of it, hawe behaved himſelfe wiſely, and entreated the 

ple gently; the Duke of Milan by the-fpace of eighr dates after , ſhould not 
aue had any one place to hold for himin his countrey, except thecaſtell of Mi- 
lan, yea and I doubt of that too : ſo defiroys were his ſubieRs to rebell. The like 
would alſo haue happened rothe Venetians, ſo that the King ſhould not haue 
needed to care for Naples: for the Venetians ſhould not haue been able to leuie a 
man out of Venice, Breſſa, and Cremone, which is buta ſmall rowne, becauſeall 
thereſt that they held in Italic would haue'reuolted. Bur God had performed 
that which Frier Jrom promiſed; ro wit, that the honor of the field ſhould be 
ours;for con{idering our ſmall experience & euill government, we were vnwor- 
thy ofthis good ſucceſſe that God gane vs, becauſe we could not then tell how 
to vie it:butI think ifarthis preſent, which is the yeere of our Lord 1497. the like 
vitory ſhould hapen to the K; he could rel better how to make his profit therof. 

While we ſtood debating ofthis matrer;the night approched, and the band of 
our enemies,which we ſaw before vs, retired into their campe, and wee for our 
= went and lodged abouta quarter of a league from the place ofthe battell. 

heKing himſelfelay in a farme houſe, beingan old beggerly thing : notwith- 
ſtanding the barnesabout it were full ofcorne vnthreſfled , which I warrant you 
ourarmy quickly found. Certaine other old houſes there were alſo, which ftood 
vs butin ſmall fiead : every man lodged himſelfe as commodiouſly as he could ; 
for we had no lodgings mad. As touching my ſelfeTlay vpon the bare ground 
vnder avine, in a very ftraight roome, hauing nothing vnder me, no not m 
cloke: forthe King had borrowed minein the morning,& my cariage was far 0 j 
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and it wastoo late to ſeekeit: He'thatthad meat ate it ; but few there werethat 
hadany; valeſſe it were amorſellofbread, ſnatched our of .ſame of their ſeruants 
boſoms': waited ypenthe King to bis chamber, where he faund certaine that 
were hure ,|namelycthe:Senelchail of Lyanzand others, whom becanked to: be 
dreſſed. Himſelfe was merry 'andrniade goodcheere, andeach manthoughs 
himſclfe happy that he was: ſo well. ecaped: neither were:we puffed ypwith 
pride and vaine-glory , nsbeforc the baceell, becauſe welaw our enimiezepam; 
ped ſo neere vs. ; The Limenight alour Almaines kept thewarch, and che King 
gauerhem three hundred crawaesc whereupon they: keps che watch very dili- 
gently, and ſtrake vp their drumsthranely. L oTOE INTO 0D01 51 Veen wn 
t bigOW 1 v92o 10 fhON ICU VE | 077 LOR YOrkTtt a 

Chap, 7. How Menfiewr d' 4 went himſelfe alone. 10 parte with the eni- . 
4 Aries, wikiwber fucks nor epanr grew 1 


 wevld nat gee - und bow the King returned * 
' {ound mithhbis arwie tp the towne . | Trlgilere boug 
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FH Er: next. morning I determined ta continue our treaty of 
"> ny more than the Kibgs lafe paſlage- Bux 
$8): 1-could: ger:neucra Trumpeter to goe totheenimies'campe, 
MI partly becauſe nine of theirs were lainc in the battall being 
RR vnknowne, and partly betauſethey had taker 0ne of Qurs, 
Rid and [laine another, whom the Kibg (as you hay heard) {eng 
= rothemalittlebefore the began : notwithſtanding in 
the end one went and caried theKings fafe condutt with him ; and brought mg 
one from them to communeinthe-tnidway between both the armies, which me 
thought a hard mattert@be brought to-paſſe, bur: I would not ſeeme to. draw 
backe nor make difhcultie therein. The King named the'Cardinall of Saint 
Malo, the Lard of Gie Marſhall of Fraunce, and the Lord otPiennes his Cham- 
berlaine to accompanie me : andthey named for them, the Marques of Mantua 
Generall ofthe Venetiansarmy, the Earle of Caiazze (who nut long before had 
taken part with vs, and was captaine of the forces. the Duke of Milan had there) 
and Maſter Zaques Piſan, and Maſter Melchior Treuiſan prouiſors of the Seniorie 
of Venice, We approched ſo. neere them, that we might cafily diſcquer them 
fower vpon the plaine. The river ran between vsand them, which wagriſener- 
ceedingly fince the day: before : on their ſide there was n0t one nan without 
their campe but themſelues only,neither any on ours, but only weand pur watch 
which ſtood ouer again(t them, We ſent a herault ro-themroknow whether they 
would paſſethe riuer, whereunto-methoughtr it a hard marter to per{wadeeither 
party , for 1 ſuppoſed both parties would make diffcvltiethercinas well appea- 
red by them: for they anſivered that the place of communicatign was appointed 
in the midway between both thearmies, andthatthey were comg acdyn more 
chan the balfeway - wherfore they -would not paſſe the river,nor putchemſelues 
in ſach beingalltbeprincipall of their armie. They alſo of our (ide al- 
Kd daubrs, making nokefle account of their perſons than che others. 
a wiledme to.goe to them , giuing me noinſtruions for my 
-direQion : Þ anſwered that I would not goe alone, | in would hauc ſome body 
. with mero teſtifie of all that ſhould be done,” Wherefore being accompanied 
-with. one Maſter Zobereet the Kings Secretarie,' and a ſeruant of mine owng, 


andan beraulc, I pafſedthe river : for notwithſtanding that I wellpreceiued l 
ou 
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ſhould dono good, 7yet thought I by this raeancs co acquit my &}fe towards 
them, being comethicher by myprocuremenc. When I came to-them,, I told 
them they were notcome halfe rhe way according to their promiſe, wherefore | 
defircd them , at che lcaft ro cometo daddies afecing my ſelfe that if we 
were-once {0 nigh-zogether, we ſhould nor depart without communication. 
hs charche river was (6 broad, and ran with [o great violence and 
noiſe, hatno talke-conld be heard from che one fideto the other ; wherefore 

they would'goe-ho neerer 20 parlament , neither couid] by any meancs brip 

them one foor further: bue they willed me romake ſore auverture, which I ba 
nocommiſſon todo. Wheretore I anſwered; tthatalone Icould doe nothing; 
bur ifthey would propound any conditions ofpeace, I would make report ther- 
of torhe King. While we werein chis communicariony6nc of ourheraults ar- 
rived, who broughe me word that the Lords abouc named that had accompa- 
nicd me, were rodepart, and willed me tomake what ouverture I thought 
ood ; which I refuſed todo, berauſerhey vaderſtood further of the Kings plea- 
urethan I did : for they were neerer him than I was, and had alſo talked with 
him in his care at our departure : notwithſtanding as touching theſe affaires 
which I now ſpeake of,. I vnderftood what was to be done in them as well as the 
beſt ofrhem. The Marqueſle of Mantua entred into greatcommunication with 
me ofthe battell, and asked me (if he had been taken) whether the King would 
haneſlaine him. I anſwered, no ; but haue entertained him well, alleaging that 
he had good cauſetolone him, ſeeing the honour he had woon by his aflailing 
him. Then herecommended vnto me the priſoners we had, eſpecially his vncle 
the Lord Rodoſph, whom he ſuppoſed to be yer lining : butTknew well the con- 
trary ; notwithſtanding I anſwered, that ajithe priſoners ſhould be well intrea- 
ted; and recommended in like mannerto hizwthe baſtard of Bourbon whom 
they had taken. Small entertainment would feruc allthepriſoners we had ; for 
we had none, which-I ſappoſe never AN—_ indnybatcell. But the faid 
Marqueſſe loſt there of his kinſmen to the number of Kuen oreight, and of his 
owne company at the leaſt fixſcore men of armes. This talke being ended, [ 
tooke my leaue ofrhem, ſaying, that before night I would returne again ; where- 

upon we made trucetill night. . - | | 

At my returne to the King with the faid Secretarie, they asked me what 
newes, and the King fate in counſell in a poorechamber where nothing was con- 
cluded, but each man beheld other. The King talked with the Cardinall in his 
eare, and afterward bad mereturne againe tothe enimicsto fee what they would 
fay. Bur becauſe this communication of peace proceeded of me;the enimies loo- 
ked that I ſhould make ſome ouuerture andnotthey. Afterward the Cardinall 
bad me conclade nothing,but thar ſpeech was needleſſe,for I was not like to con- 
clude any thing, becauſe they gaue me no dire&ion : notwichftanding I would 
notreply to the Kings commandement, nor breake off my journey : for beſides 
that I wasfurero doe no harme , I was in lomehope to gather ſomewhat by our 
enimiescountenances, who vndoubredly were more afraid than we,and happily 
might paſſe ſome ſpeeches that would turne borh the parties to good.. Where- 
fore I tooke my iourney thirherward,and cameto the rivers fide almok at nighe, 
where one oftheir trumpetters met me, and advertiſed rhe tharthe fower abouc 
named ſent me word to paſſe no further that nighe, becauſe their watch was al- 
ready ſet, being altogether of Eſtradiots, who not one man 'fromanother, 
wherefore I might happily endanger an es. ow paſſed further : notwithſtan- 
Jiogthertomprier eliecd co tarry with me all night, ro-che end he might con- 
uey 


coy 
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uey me thither the next morning : but I ſent him backe againe, ſaying, that the 
next morning [ would returne tothe rivers fide, where | willed him to tarry me, 
or ifthe King ſhould orherwite determine, Ipromited to ſend thither a herald to 
aduertiſe them thereat'z for | would not bring phis trampeter inco.onir campe, 

y becauſe [ would nothaue himupriuy to our ations therothat night: and 
partly becauſe | knew not whatthe King meant ta doe, for 1-ſaw whiſperingin 
hiscare, which put mc in ſome doybr,wherefore [returned toaduertiſe rhe King 
what] had done. 25G) 's 3 44 TH gint 36142 134 019 ; 
.: Egery man fupped withthac hocould ger,and flepr "_y graund.. Sdone 
after: midnight repaited tothe Kingschamber, wheret tound his chamberlains 


to 
ro mount on horſebacke,. whq told: me thatsbe King would depart with 
all{fpccd rowards Aſt; and the Marchioneſle of Montferratcy territories, : willing 
me to ſtay behinde,tahold the patiamentaccording to mypromiſe: but] made 
my excule, ſxying, that wotild not willingly kilLay felfe; bus:be.on horkbacke. 
meh chetformoſt. Sooneatter the King arole and:hcard matie,and mounted on 
horſebacke.'Nor paitan hower beforeday, a trymperer ſoundeth Bon gzezy; but ag 
ourdiſlodging nothing was founded, neither neededit., tor'ebtry man wasina 
readinefle.. Notwithſtanding this was ſufficient to: have pur thewhoals acinic vi 
feare, ar the lcaft thoſe that were acquainted withthe. wars 2:tor betidegrhit we 
turned our backes to ourenitnies , lacking wholy;obr, owneſaſttic, whichisa 
dangerous matter in an army. : Further;, chewales: at-our departarefromaus 
lodging wetevery cumberſome ,.in fuch ſorttharxve were forced to march Quer 
mountaines, and through woods andby:waicslarwe had no guides to lend vs: 
- Tee the ſoldiersaske rhecafigrie bearers , and him rhat executed the 
of Maſter of the horſe, whete che guides were, whoiankvered that chere 
were none. To lay therruth we needed none, for-as Gad alone-hiad guided thears 
mieat our going torrh ; even (o(4covrtimg to Frier Hierames Os 
eo daar our returne: otherwiſe it is.not:totbe. tho chat (och a Prindewtould 
haueridden in the nightwithoutaguide,in a pluce there ynow might harie þecy 
had. Bur God ſhewed yer 2 maniteſterroken thatche meanvro preſerucvs ,;for 
our enimicsvnderſtood nothing ofoffrdeparturenliche aftinubegsichus wWai- 
cing for this parlamenting [had begary: belides tharyrhe riper:was riſen fochigh, 
char ic was tower of the clocke ar: afternoone before any mandurſt aducntyre 
ouer to follow vs,and then.paſſed the Earle of Caiazze with two hundred lain 
light horſe,in ſach-danger decauſeofthe force ofthe water,tharone orcya.ofhis 
men were drowned, as himſelfe afterward confeſſed, /'Wemauctiedouer hilednd 
h woods,and wereconſtraizied bytlic ſpace of (ixc miles tomarchatz by 
oneafter anocher in the narrow waies;and chen camewe to a goody ry pain, 
where our vaward, attitlerie, and cariage lay, which ſeemed fo bandarfar 
off, that at the firſt we ſtood infeare-of rhe, becaufe: Mafter John 1arves bf Tre» 
woules enſigne was ſquare and white , liketo the Marques of Mancuas theday of 
the batrell. Thefid vaward wasinlike manner d of our rereward.; which 
they faw a fir off forſike rhehigh wayco comethe neg way rorhem,: whetupon 
borh they and we ſetouriſeluesin orderof barcetl »[byrchis feare foonended, for | 
the ſcours iſſued forth:or both {ides , and diſcourred one another incontinent. 
From thence we went rorefteſhvsar Bourg Saim Denis, where we our ſelues 
madoan alarmeof purpeero retire our Almaines onn-of rhe'w\nne; leaſt they 
ſhould have ſpoiled i. Thence we remoouedand loudged all night ar Blorenſole, 


the ſecond night weencatgped nexretoPhiifance j and paſſed rheriver! of: Tre» 
bia, leauing.on the orher fide of the riber rwa hundred ms 2 
an 
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and all the artillerie except lix peeces,which the King paſſed oner with him. For 
he had ginencthisorder , to the end he might be the berter and more commodi- 
ouſly lodged, thinking co command them to paſſe at his pleaſure, becauſerthe ri- 
uer is commonly very ſhallow; eſpecially at that time ofthe yeere : norwirhſtan- 
dingabourten of theclocke ar night*, iraroſe ſo high that no man could paſſe 0- 
ucr it, neither on horſebacke nor on foot ;/ neither could the one company haue 
ſuccoured the other ,, which wasa great danger, conſidering how neere our eni- 
mics wereto vs. All chat night both they and wee ſought ro remedie this miſ- 
chicſe, but no belpe.could betound tiilthewarer fell of irſelfe, which was abour 
fiue of the clocke inthe morning, and then wee ſtretched .cordes from the one 
ſidero the other to helpe ouer the footmen ,, whowadediin the water vp rortheir 
neckes: immediately afterchem paſſed alſo our horſemen and our arrilleric./This 
was a ſudden and dangerousaduenture,confideringtheplace where we were,for 
ourecnimics lay hard by vs, | meancethe garriſon of Plailance,and the Earle obCa+ 
iazzcwho wascntred in thither, becauſecertaine of thecitizens practiſed ropur 
rherowneinto the Kings hands, vnder theritle of che yaong Duke ſonne tt>lobn 
Galeas, Duke of Milan that laſt died,as before you hauc heard. And vndoubrteds 
ly if the King would haue ginen care to theirpraQiile, a greatnumbier of cownes 
and noble meri would haue reuolted by. Mater John 1ames of Treuonles meancs:: 
butherefuſed ſb rodoe, becauſe of the faubur hebare the Duke of Orlcans tus 
colin; who wasalready centred into Nouarre; although vo fay the truth on the 0+ 
ther {ide he deſired not greatly to ſee his faid:coſtn fo mighty, wherefore hee was 
wellcontentto ktchis matrerpaſſcas it came. The thi on after our departure 
fromthe place of the bartell che King dined: at caſtle Saint Iohn , and lodged all 
nightin a wood. The fourth day he dined at Vaghera ; and lay'thar night-as 
Poatcuron.Thefift day be lodged neereto Tortone and paſſed the river of Scris 
niawhuch Fracaſſedefended with the garriſon of Tortone, being vnder his charge 
fortheD. of _ on kr — woe 0 <4 choſerhat made the.Kings lods 
ing that he 'ON witzout doing harmetoany man, he retired agai 
ke aa ſ:ne vs ward that we ſhould have as —_ p of vials 
4s wewould-ywhich promiſche alſo perfFrmed ; forall ourarmy hard by 
cheigace of Tortone, where the (aid Fraceſſecame forth co welcomethe King,be- 
ingarmed, butaccompanicd only with-two men : he excuſed himſelfe very hum» 
bly co the King, chat he lodged him nor in the rowne, and ſent out great ſtore of 
victuals; which refrelbed well our army,andat night camealſo himfelfe rorthe K; 
lodging. . For you ſhall vnderftand, that hee was of the bouſe of Saint Scuerin; 
- brotherco the Earle of Caiazzeand Maſter Geleas, and bad not long before been 
inthe Kings ſeruice in Romania,as you haue heard. - From thence the King re» 
mooued to Nicedela Paille in the Marquifat of Montferrat, whereof wee were 
right glad, becauſe we werethen in fafetic,and in our friends country, For theſe 
light horſemen that the Earle' gf Caiazzeled, were continually at our backe, and 
trauciled vs maruellouſly the three or. fawer- firſt daies,.. becauſe our horſemen 
would not put themſelues behinde ro makereſiſtance: for the neerer wee appro- 
ched rotheplace of fafetie, the more vnwilling were our,men to fight; and ſome 
ſay ſuch is rhe nature of vs French men. Wherefore. the Icalians wrice in their 
hiſtories, that the French men at their arriuall are better than men ; bur at their 
returne waorſe than women. The firſt point vndoubredly is true: for they are 
the rougheſt men.to encounter with in the world,l meancthe horſemen : but all 
med attheir rettiroe from/ancnterpriſe arelefſe couragious char ar their . 
turefromtheithoules. Now to proceed, our backes weredefended by three 


hun- 


+ owne hott, and was forced to prouideprouender for him, and co beareirrin 
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hundred Almaines, having among them a great band of harquebuſiers on foot; 
with whomalſoa number of harquebulters on. horſebacke were ioyned.:thele 
madetheir Eſftradiots, being but few in numberztoretire. Furcher,notwithſtan- 
ding thattheir whole armic which had fought with vs, marched atter vs as fat as 
they mighr, yet could they not ouertake vs, ' both/becauſerthey weredeparted 
from che place of the bartel a day after vs; & alſo becauſe of their barded horſes, {0 
that welott not one man vpon the way: The ſaid armie neuer came within a mile 
of vs; wheretore ſceing they could not.ouertake vs; and peraduenturenot being 


| greatly delirous ſo to doe, they marched ſtraighrrowards Nouarre , whither 


both rhe Dake of Milan and the Venetians bad ſent cercaine bands , as before 
you haue-heard. Bur'it they could haue ouertaken vs neere to the places of 
our retraite  peraduenture they might haue ſped berrer than in the vallgy of 
Fornoue. '' | "1 11005; 
I have ſhewed before ſufficiently in divers places how God guided this enger-+ 
priſe, bur yet for further proofe thereof, a word or two more. You (hall vager- 
ttand therctore, that notwithſtanding thatfrom the day of the barte.ltillourar- 
riuall atthe faid place of Nice dela Paille, the lodgings were vnorderly arid yne- 
qually made ; yet euery man lodged with parience-as commodiouſly as be 
could, withour ftrife or contention, - Of vituals we had great lacke : notwith- 
ſtanding they of the countrey brought vs ſome ; who mighn eaſily haue poyto+ 
ned vs it they would , both in their meats and wines, andatfo in their welzan 
waters, which were dried vp ſometimes in a moment, becauſe they were bur 
ſmall ſprings. If ihey had minded to haue poyloned them,rhey. would lure haue 
doneit ; but becauſe they did it not, it is ro be chonghr chat our Sauiourand Re+ 
deemer leſus Chriſt rooke from them all delire rodocit; i I faw.fuch thirlt in our 
army, that a number of footmen 4dranke of ſtinking puddlesin the villages 
rhrough the which we paſſed. Our iourneyes werelong, and our drinkefoule 
ſtanding water, which notwithſtanding our men were ſo greedyof,that they ran 
into the pooles vp to the girdleſtead to drinke. For you (hall vnderſtand , thata 
number of people followed vs, being-no men of warre , becauſe out cariage was 
maruellous great. The King departed from his lodging euery morning betore 
day, andI remember not thateuer he had guide. Moreouer , te rodetill noone 
before he baited; and euery man made prouifion for himſelfe, and !voked to his 


in his armes;as my ſelfe did twiſe zandtwodaies [ate nothing butnau ghry'dlic 
bread : yerl was none of thoſe tharſtood in moſt need. Sureonerthing was elpe+ 


cially to be commended inthis ariny, to wit, that neuer man complatneg'of ne-+ + 
ceſitie, yer was thistht miſerableſt'voiage tharever Iſaw; not wirbſtandirig that” |” 


I have beenin divers ſharpe and hard voiages with: Charles Duke of Burgundie, 
We marched no faſter thin the grear artillerie, the niendingwhereofoften trou- 


bled vs : beſides that, welacked horſes to draw ity butatall times when weſtood . 


in need, we borrowed of the gentlemen imour army, who willingly lea theirs ; 
ſdthat there was not one peece nor.onepound-of powder loſt, And1rthinke ne- 
ner man ſawartillerie of fachgreatnefſe paſſe (o _y ouer.{ach places as this 
did. Allthe which diſorder both in'our lodgings 4hd all other things , bapned 
not for Iackeofwiſe and expert men inthecampe;burict was their chance tg have 


leaſt credirat that time ; for the King was yoong and weddedto his awnewillas | - | 


before you haue heard. To conclude therefore, it ſeemed that our Lord leſus, 
Chriſt would, that the honour of this voiageſtiould be attribured wholyto | 


himſelfe. The ſeuenth day after our departure from the place of the battell, we 
y marche 
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marched from Nicede laPaille, and encampedaltogether hard by Alexandria; 
out: watch that night being very ſtrong. The next morning betore day we de- 
parted and wentto Aſt : the King and his houſhold lodgedin the rowne, but the 
ſoldiers encamped without : we found the ſaid towne of Aſt furniſhed of all kind 
of viqtuals, wherewith the whole army was well refreſhed , which vndoubredly 
ſtoodin great necd thereof, becauſethey had indured great hunger, thirſt, and 
heat; and lacked ſleep 3 beſides that, their apparell was all tattered and torne. 
Immediately after the Kings arriuall thicher, before lept, I ſent a gentleman 
called Philip de la Coudre (whoſomtime had been my (eruant, and ferued then the ' 
Dukeot Orleans) to Nouarre,where the ſaid Duke was beſieged by his enimies, 
as you may vnderſtand by that which is aboue rehearſed : but the Liege was not 
yetſo ſtraight, but char men might paſſe in and out, becauſe theenimies only en- 
deuour was to familh thetowne I aduertiſed the Duke by this gentleman, of 
diwers treaties that were entertained between the King and the Duke of Milan, 
in one of the which my ſelte negotiated by the Duke of Ferraras meanes; wher- 
fore I aduiſed him to repaire tothe King , hauing hrit aſſured his men whom he 
ſhonldileaue behinde him, cither ſhortly to returne, or. bring force ro leuie the 
fiege. Within the ſaid towne were with him to the number of ſcauen thouſand 
five hundred ſoldiers both French and Swiſlers, being as goodly aband, (o 
many for ſo many,as euer was ſeen. The King the next day after his arriuall, was 
aduertiſed both. by the faid Duke of Orleans and others, thatthe two armigs 
wete ioyned together before Nouarre :- wherefore the ſaid Duke deſired aide, 
becauſe bis vicuals daily diminiſbed ; for the which they had giuen no order at 
their firſtentry into the rowne. For they mightthen haue recouered enough in 
the towns about, eſpecially corne ; and itcheir prouilion-had been made in time, 
and.welllookedto,' they ſhould neuer haye been forced to yeeld the rowne: for 
if they could haue held it but one moneth longer,they had come forth with ho- 
nour,and their enimies departed with ſhame. - 


Chap. 8. How the King ſent ſhipstthe ſea to ſuccony the caſtles 
F of porn, why the ſaid caftles could not wo 
422 ' . bee ſuccanred, 


: 


[EFF Fc the King had npolit himſelfe a fewdaies in Aſt, he re- 
s This Pero» AATT/N+ 4 mooued to Thurin,diſpatching at his departure from Alt ong 
Nice, being Wk / {N Ve! : of the ſtewards ofhis houſe called Prrom de Baſche with a COM» 
2 haven town {LS LAT wt miſton ro arme certaine {hips tothe ſea *, to ſuccour the ea+ 
af ſtles of Naples which held yetfor vs,, The ſaid Perondid as he 


r are this £4) | 
Ne c fe: LI»; was commanded , and appointed Monſeur 4 Arbes Admirall 
this -/ R— = ,f that flecrc, which failed as far as the citie of Pruce : * where 


ſome haven {our men being within the view of ourenimies: ) a ſudden tempeſt aroſe which 


rowne not tr #OU1G not ſuffer the twoarmies to ioyne, by meanes whereof this Nauic did ng 
or rather. ſervice 1 for the aid 4 A4rbav returnedto Ligorne 3, where the moſt part of his 


cunte ito mirefles t0land, and abandoned their ſhips. But the enemies Nauie cameto the 
:4thetlc haveh of Bougen* neere toPlambin, whence it departed notthe ſpace of rw9 


read the Ile 


of Pruſſe, tribn&ths, ſo tharour men might witbourt all danger have ſuccoured the ſaid car 
mherco!m'": (les : for the nature ofthis hauen of Bougenis ſuch,thata ſhip cannor.come forth 


tion is made * 

cap 14.wiuch® - - + 9123-12 4, 9909 . l | 
Guiceiar calleth the The (bf Phrexe, or the Ile of Prociday yyhich as Boecace writeth was neere to the Ile of Iſchia. a To the 
le of Elbe, Gwicciar, 4 The place 1 cms , for ths haven is aftetward called Bengon: wherfore che French Corrector 


rexderhit (28 Blondwt and the deſtription of Italy led titn) Perts ParatoprezPiombine. Pre” $7 
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of it but with one winde which blowerth (cldome in winter. \The ſaid d'Arbex 
wasa valiant ſoldier, and.a very good ſea man 5, .-» tbawe. 
; Whilethe King lay in Thurin, divers treaties wereentertained between bim {7 
andthe Duke of Milan :in one otrhe which,the Nucheſſe of Sauoy was a dealer, was vnskilfull 
the was daughter to the Marques of Montferrat, anda widow,.;and mother to je 
the yoong Duke of Sauoy then ling, Others negotiated alſd as well as thee : place be cor- 
and amonz the relt , my ſelte laboureg for concluſion of the peace, as beforg I vpted here, 
haue made mention; and che contederares, that isto-fay, the captainesthat were (,,u1 read 
in the enimies campe before Nouarre, delired ro deale with-me, and ſentme a for, & peri 
fate conduct. Bur cnuy euer raignethjn Princes:courts; for the Cardinallfo of- —_— 
ten aboue named, overthrew allchac [did , and wquld that the Nucheſſe- ot Sa- y 
uoyes negotiation ſhould goe forward, which wascommitted$90the laid Cargi- 
nals hoſte, who was Treaſurer of Sauoy, a wiſe man and a faithfull ſeruant ro his 
Miltreſle. . This treaty endured fo long without effeft thatintheend all hope of 
peace cealing, the Bailite of Digeonwas ſent ambaſſador into Swillerland tole- 
uie there tiue rhouſand men, TORTS 
I haue made mention already how the Kings Naitie that departed from Nice 
in Prouence to ſuccour the caltles of Naples, could not ſuccour them for the 
reaſohs there rehearſed. Wherefore the Lord of Montpenlier and the other 
gentlemen that were with him in thoſe caſtels vnderſtanding of this misfortune, 
elpicd a conuenient time when the army thatthe King left behind himindmers . 
parts of therealme lay neere to the laid caſtles, and by helpe thereof falied forth 
(leauing within force ſuthcient for their defence according to the proportion of 
their victuals which was very ſmal)and departed chemſzlues with two t 
and fiue hundied ſoldiers, appointing 0g»a-and two other gentlemen capraihes 
of the caſtles, T be faid L. ot Montpenlter, the Prince of Salerne, the Seneſchall 
of Beaucaire,and thereſt that were with them departed to Salerne,for the which 
cauſe King Ferrand (aid, that he might lawfully put:to death the hoſtages deliue- 
red to him a few daies before, whole names werethele, the Lord, of Alegee, one 
called de ls March d' Ardaine , the Lord ds ls Chapelle d' Amion, one named Rogueher- 
ti Catelane, and one Gently : for you ſhall vnderſtand that nor paſt three manetbs 
before, the ſaid King Ferrand was enitred into Naples by intelligence, or rather 
through the negligence of our men, who vnderſtood, of all cheirpraftiſesin the 
towne, and yet neuer ſought to countermine them. But hereof ] will write v0 
farther, becauſe I ſpeake but vpon report : tor notwithſtanding$hatT had mine 
intelligence fromthe principall of thoſe that were there , yer doe I not willing- 
ly diſcourſe long of any. matter, that I haue not þeen preſent at my lelte. The | 
Gig King Ferrand being in Naples, was aduertiſed that the King was (laineatthe 
battell of Fornoue,as were our menallo within the caſtle by the Duke of Milans 
letrers, to the which credit was given ; notwithſtanding that they reported. no- 
thing but lies. And thereupon the Coulonnois (whoſe manner is, alwaies to 
turne with the ſtrongeſt) reuolted incontinent from vs; though ſundry waics 
bound to the King, as before uu haue heard. Wherefore our men (partly | 
through theſe vntrue reports , but eſpecially becauſe a great number of them 
were retired into the caſtell , being vtterly.vnfurniſhed of. viftuals, and partly 
alſo becauſe they bad loſt their horſes, and alltheiy goods-within the rowne: ) 
made a compolition, the lixt day. of Otoberyin the yeere, onerhouland, tower 
hundred, ninetieand hue, afterthey had beeh'belieged chree moneths and r 4. 
daies, promiſing if they were not ſuccoured within a certain ſpace,ro depart int9 
Prouence,and yceld the caſtles without making further war,cither by ſa.orland 
E e vpon 
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the realme of Naples 3 for the performance of which conditions they delis 
uered theſe hoſtages aboue named z and yet within twenty daies after the com» 
poſirion,depatred as you haue heard: forthe which cauſe King Ferrand ſaid thar 
they had broken the compolition in that they departed withour leaue : and nots 
withſtanding that our men maintained the contrary , yet were the hoſtagesitt 
reat danger and not without cauſe. For although 1 will not deny but that our 
nin did wiſely to depatt notwithſtanding the compoſition ; yer had they done 
much better it the day of their departure they had yeelded rhe caſtles for theit 
hoſtages fafetie, and receiued againe the faid hoſtages. Forthe caſtles held bur 
riwenty daics after they were depatted , partly for lacke of viQtuals; and partly 
becauſe they deſpaired of ſuccours. T's conclude, the loſle of the calile of Na+ 
ples; was the loſle ofthe whole realme. 


Chap. g Of the gytit famine and miſerie the Duke of Orleans and his men were 
in at Nowarre : of the Marehioneſſe of Momtferrats death, and like- 
Wiſe of Monſenr de Yendoſmes : and how after long 
deliberation the inclined to peace, 
ts ſane thoſe that were 


beſieged. 


= HE King being at Thurin (as you haue heard) and at Qui- 
wax | [YOS. cts, (whicher he went ſometime to ſolace himſelte) atrended 

1 Pay daily for newes of the Almaines whom he had ſent for, and 

VA trauclled to recouer the Duke of Milan, whoſe friend(hip he 

I” much delired, neither cared he greatly for the Duke of Or- 

c7 A. leans ſicceſſe, who began now to be lore diſtreſſed for victu- 

| als; and wrote daily for ſuccors, becauſe the enimies were ap» 
toched neeretche rowne- Beſides that, their force was increaſed with a thou- 
Hd-Almaine horſemen, and eleuen thouſand footmen called launce Knights, 

textidy in the Kitig of Rotnaines dominions: the horſemen being led by Maſter 

Frederic Capelire of the countie of Fertette (a valiant knight who long had been 

traitied vp both in Fraunceatid Iraly,) and the footmen by a couragious knight 

\ All theta. Of Abftrich called Maſter George d Abecfin *, the ſelte ſame that tooke Saint Omer 
lians name for the King of Romaines. The King thetefore ſeeing his enimies forces daily 
him Genz”® tg inereaſe, ahd that no honorable end could bee made, was aduiled to re- 
The zahor Tout to Verceil; there ts deuiſe ſorne way to ſaue the Duke of Orleans and his 
himſelfe alſo &Htnpahy , who (as before you haue heard) hadgiuen no orderatall for their 
aterward n2- yichnals at their firſt entry into Nouarre. And ſure the Duke ſhould havedone 
replanewhich match better , in following the aduiſe I gaue himat the Kings returneto Aſt, as 
panance art: befote is mentioned z which was to depatt out of Novarre, putting allthar 
the oneis his WEIR Viable ts doe ſervice out of the towne;, and to repaire himſelte ro the King : 
ſurname, the for His —_— would riuch haue furthered his affaires , at the leaſt thoſe thar 
"ame of b:s be Had left behinde hit, ſhould not have ſuffered ſuch exrtreame famine as they 
ſeniori HYid : for he would have friade 4 compoſition ſooner , when he had ſeene no re- 
Medie. But the Archbiſhop of Rouen, who had been with him in Nouarre 

from the very  _ zand for the furtherance of his affaires was come to the 

Kittg, 4hd preſent at the debating of all matters ; ſent him word daily not to 

depart, becauſe ſhortly he ſhould be ſuccoured, grounding himſelfe wholy vpon 

the Cardinal of Saitit Malos promiſe , who had all the credit with the King, 


Goodaffeftion cauſed hitn to write thus , but I was well aſſured of the contrary. 
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For no man would returne to the barrel), vnleſſe the King wentinperfon z and as 
rouching him hedelired nothing leſſe: for this was but a priuate quarrel for one 
rowne which the Duke of Orleans would needs retaine, and the Duke"of Milan 
needs haue reſtored, becauſe it is but ren leagues from Milan ; ſo that of neceflitie 
oneofthem muſt haue hadall. For there are inthe Duchie of Man nine or ten 
great cities, the one necre to the other... Further,the Duke-ot Milan faid , that in 
reſtoring Nouarre, and not demanding Genua, he would doanything for the 
King. We ſent meale oftentimes to Noparre,” whereof the halte was euer loſt 
vpon the-way';' and once threeſcore men. of armes weredefeated;going thither; 
being led by a yoong gentleman of the Kings houſe, named Chafrion : ſome of 
ther were taken, ſome entred the towne,and the relt hardly eſcaped. Ic is impoſ. 
fable to expreſſe che great miſerie of our men within Nouarre:: for euery day 
ſomedicd of famine, and two parts of them were licke, fo thar pitious letrers 
camefrom thence in cipher, though with great difficultie. © They receiued ever 
faire promiles,and all was but abuſe. But thoſe that gonerned the-Kings affaires 
deſired the bartell, nor conſidering that noman was of that opinion but them- 
ſelues: forall the beſt men of war inthe armie,namely;the Prince of Orenge late- 
lyarriued,and co whom the King gauecredit in martialaffaires,and all the other 
caprtaines, delired to makea good end by treaty. For. winter approched,,: wee 
were vnfurniſhed of money,the number of Frenchwas (wall, and many of them 
licke; ſo that they departeddaily, ſome with the Kings leaue, and ſome withouc 
leaue : bur notwithſtanding all theſe inconueniences, all the wiſe men in the 
campe could not difſwade thoſe aboue mentioned, from ſending word to the 
Duke of Orleans not to depattthe rowne 3 whereby vndoubtedly they greatly 
endangered him. And thistheydid, becauſe they truſted vpon the greatforce 
of Almaines, whereofthe Bailite of Digeon aſſured them ; to whom alſo certain 
of them {ent word ro bring as many as hecould leuie. To be {horr, their com-: 
pany was diuided,and euery man {aidand writ whathim liſted, |. 
-.» Thoſe that would haue no z.nor mecting to treate thereof, alleaged 
chactheenimics ought to'make the firſt ouverture, and not the King : bucttlicy 
on the other fide ſaid , that rhey would: not firſt breake the ye: in the meane 
timerthe miſcric of our men in Nouarredatly increaſed, in ſuch fort, that-now 
their Jetters made mention onely of rhoſe that died daily for hupger, and thar 
they could hold the towne but ten daies,and afterward cight daies, yea and onge 
they came to three daies, but they had firſt paſſed their day betoreprefixed.! To 
be thort, fo great extremitie hath not beene ſeene of long time'\,. no | amſure 
thata hundred yceres before we were botne,neuer men ſultained ſb great famine 
as they did. . . kc: 29g Lib! onp 1s gef 
In in meanetime died the Marchioneſle of Montferrat (agreattriend tothe 
French,) whereupon ſome (trite aroſe in that — for the gauerpment , the 
which on the one (ide the Marques of Salucedemanded;and on the other the L, 
Conſtantine wnxle to the aid Marchioneſſe, who wasa Greeke, and ſhe a Gree- 
kefle, daughter tothe King of Seruia, but the Turkebad deſtroyed chem both. 
The ſaid Lord Conflantine had fortified hinaſelfe inthecattellafCafall, and bad in = 
bis bands the late Marques his two ſons, begotren of:this wiſe and þeauritull La- 
dy,the which dicd the 29. yeere of hir age, her aldeftfonne being butnine yeeres 
old. Other particular men allo aſpiredrothe government; ſo chatgrear part-tas 
king aroſe about that matter in our campe-  The:King com ed meto.goe 
thither, and determinethe controuerlic farthe obilddens laferie,and.to the con- 
rentatian ofthe greteſt part of the people, For —_—4 this.variance mo 
: Ce 2 e 


Ns THE EIGHT BOOKE OF 
makethem call the Duke of Milad into theircountrey, greatly to our diſcan- 
rtexitmenr : for the friend{hip of this houſe of Montterrat ſtood vs in great ſtead. 
waslothtod before {had brought into better rune thoſe that contraried 
the peace : for I confidered both the inconueniences aboue rehearſed , and allo 
that winterapproched ; and feared leaſt theſe Prelats ſhould perſwade the King 
to adaenture another bartell, whoſe power was ſmall, vnleſſe great force of Swit- 
fers hapned to come,and though ſo many came as they vaunted of, yet ſeemed ic 
to mea dangerous:caſe toput the King and his eſtate into their bands. Further, 
\ ourenimics were mighty,and lodged ina ſtrong place,and well fortified. W her» 
forcall theſepoints being well weighed , Iaduentured toperſwade the King not 
to harard his perfor and eſtate fora trifle. I delired him to remember thegreat 
he was in at Fornoue, which could not then be anoided , becauſe neceſſi- 
tie forced him to fight : but now (I faid) there was uo ſuch neceflitic. I aduiſed 
him further , notto refuſe a good end, becauſe of this fond obieRion, that he 
ought nor firſtto breakethe yce,for if it fo > him, Lwould inde means that 
ouuertures ſhould be made in ſuch ſort,that the honor of both parties ſhould be 
fued. He bad merepaire tothe Cardinal; and fo [did : but the Cardinall gaue 
me ftrangeanſwers,and deſired the battell,aſſuring himſelfe of the viRtorie : and 
furrher alleaging that che D. of Orleans had promiſed himten thouſand ducats 
of yeerely reucnuesfor oneof his fons, ifhe obtained the Duchie of Milan. The 
nextday,as { went totake my leaue of the King to depart to Caſal (being diſtant 
from thenceabour a daics itourney anda halte) 1mert with Monſeur de {a Trimorke 
by the way, whom 1 aduertiſed of my communication had with the King : and 
becauſe he was neere about him, I asked his aduiſe whether 1 ſhould preſſe fot- 
ward the matter, whereunto heearneſtly perſwaded me, for all men delired to re+ 
paire home. The King was ina garden, and when Icame to him;1 began coper- 
{wade with him (as the day.before) in preſence of the Cardinall, why anſwered 
me that ir appertained to him being a Church man, to bethe firt moouer of the 
King to peace: whereunto 1 replied thatifhe would not, 1 would. For I percei- 
ned well thar both the King and thoſe tharwere neercit abour him gdefired tore» 
rwurne home. Then 1 tooke my kane, and art my departure told thePrinceof O- 
renge (whohad the principallchargeofthearmy) that ifleatred intoany com- 
munication of peace, I would addrefle my ſelfewholy co him, This being done 
Itooke my ioutney towards Cafall, whereI was well received by the whole kin- 
dred ofthis houſe of Montferrat,and found the greateſt part of them inclinedo 
the Lord Conſtantine , whoſe gourrament was thought by them all moſt conve- 
nient forthe childrens ſafertie, becauſe he could pretend noritle to the ſucceſſion 
as the Marques of Saluce did. Iafſembled by the ſpace ofcertaine daies both the 
Nobles ofthe country, the Spirituall men,and the Burgeſſes ofthe good towns, 
and atthe requeſt of them, arrhe leaſt thegreateſt part of chem , declared the 
Kings pleaſurvto be, thatthe Lord Cunftorrmme ſhould remaine governor. For 
I'was ſaretheywould notwithſtand the Kings cotnmandement, borh becauſe of 
the force hthad thenon tharfiderhe mountaines,' and'alſo begauſe of the good 

_ affectionthe whole coummeybeareth ro the houſe of Fraunce- 

About threedaies after my arriuall at Caſall,che Marqueſſe of Mantua the Ve- 
netiatis General), ſent the fieward of his houſe thither to condole the late decea- 
fed Marchineſſ death :forche faid Marqueſſe was of kin tothis houſe of Mone- 
ferrat. The fate Stewatd'and: I-encred ito communication how wee might 
agree theſerwb armies withouebarrell: for borh the parties difpoled them 
ro fight, andthe King'1ay m1 catnpe acre to Vereeil, burroſaytherruth _= 
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did but paſſe theriver onely * and lodge his campe , which was vtterfy vnptGui- called Serus, 


ded of tents and pauillions : for ourmen had brought forth bur few with them, G«iccier na- 
2:7 meth it Steſie» 


and thofe few allo were loft. Moreover, the ground was wer,both'becanſe win- 
ter approched, and becauſe the countrey herh low. © TheKing lodged in fiis 
campe but one night, and the nexrday rerurned tothe rowne : but the Prin&e of 
Orengeabode ſtill withthe armie, fo did alforhe Earle of Foix ,'and rhe Earle of 
Vendoſme,who fell into a fluxerhere whereof he died, which ſurg was great pir- 
ty : for he was a goodly gentleman, yoong, and wiſe, and was come thither in 
poſte, becauſe the bruit ran tharthere we ſhould fight. For you ſhall vnderftand 
chat he had not been with the King inthis voiageinto Italy. Beſides theſe the 
Marſhall of Gie abode alſo'in the camp and diuers other capraines, bur the grea- 
teſt force were the Almaines that had been with rhe King in this voiage : for the 
Frenchmen would by no meanes lodge abroad, the rowne being ſo neere; be- 
ſides that, diuers of them were (icke, and many returned homeſome wirk leane; 
and ſome withour leaue. Nouarre was diſtant from our camp ten'great Italian 
mile:,containing (ix French leaguesat theleaſt, the way is cumberſome: forthe 
ous is tough and foftas in Flaunders, becauſe of dicches thatare ot bork 
ides of the way,much deeperthan theditches of Flaunders. In winter the waies 
there are very foule, and in ſummer maruellous duſtie. Moreouer, between our 
campe and Nouarre,there was a little place which we held, called Bourg, abour a 
league from vs, and another that they held abouta league from their camp , cal- 
led Camarian. Bur the waters were riſen ſo high, that a man could hardly pafle 
between vs and them. | 
The Marqueſſe of Mantuas fteward aboue tnentianed rhat was come to Ca- 


- all, and my felfe continued ſtill our communication of peace, 4nd divets reaſons 


Jalleaged to him ro perſwade his Maſterto ſhun the barcel], Firſt, I put bim in 
minde of the great danger he had been inar Foinone: ſecondarily; I told hitm 
that hee fought for them that never had aduanced him, notwithſtanding the 
great ſeruices he had done them : 'wherefore his beft way thould bero incline to 
peace, which I for my part promiſed to further on our de as much as in'melay: 
Heanſivered that his Maſter deſired nothing morethan peace, but that wemuſt 
make the firſt motion thereof, as word had been ſent me heretofore, conlidering 
that their league, that is ro ſay, the Pope,the Kings of Romanes and Spaine,'the 
Venetians, and the Duke of Milan'were more worthy than the Kingalone.” I 
anſwered, that to make ſuch a ceremonie about fo ſmall a trifle, was meere fol- 
tie; notwithſtanding ifany ceremonie were to be obſerned, that the King ought 
to haue the preheminence and honour thereof, conſidering that himfelfe was 
there in perſon, and the others had bur rheir lieutenants there. But to-auvide 


Alt fuch fond cauillation, I offered that he andI ioyntly as mediators (if hee fo 


thought good) would breake the yce, fo that | were ſure his Maſter the Mar- 
queſſe of Mantua would agree hereunto, and proceed accordingly, Where. 
upon we concluded, thatthe next day I ſhould ſenda trampererto their campe, 
by whom I ſhould writero Maſter Lucas Piſan, and' Maſter Melrhior Trenj/anthe 
two Venetian Prouiſors , the whithate officers appointedtoconſult with their 
captaines and to prouide things neceſſary for their armie. According to the 
Which reſolution, the next morning f writ vnto them the effe&t of tharT had ſaid 
before ro the ſteward : for I had good colour to continue ſtilla mediator, becauſe 
Thad promiſed fo ro doeat my departure from Venice. Beſides thar, I was fure 
the King deſired peace,and methonght alſo that onr affaires —— Laſtly, 
thereare etter men ynow to break of a good appointment, but tew that haue _ 
"MA Ee 3 | an 


318 THE EIGHT BOOKE OF 


and will withall to trauell for the pacification of fo great a controuerſie, nor that 

will endureſo many hard ſpeeches as are vied of them that deale in ſuch affaires : 

| for in great armiesall are not of one humor, The ſaid Prouiſors were glad of 

theſe newes,and promiſed that I ſhould ſhortly haue anſwer of my letter : wher- 

of forthwith they ſent word to Venice in Poſt, and recciued an{wer with great 
expedition from the Seniorie, and not long after, ſent an Earle that ſerued the D. 

of Ferrara, to our camp. The ſaid Duke had men intheir armie ; for his eldeſt 

* His elaets {00D wasin pay with the D. of Milan 3, but anothcr of his ſonnes with the King 
Gnnes name Our Maſter. This Earles name was Albertin, and he pretended openly , thatthe 
was Alfonſe. occalion of his arriuall was to viſit Maſter John lames of Treuoul , with whom he 
He oe 1:h;s had a ſonne in ſeruice*. He addreſſed himſelfe to the Prince of Orenge, accor- 
colour openly ding to the ſtewards agreement and mineat our departure from Caſall, and ad- 
becauſe the yerriſed him that he hada commiſhon from the Marqueſfeof Mantua, the Pro- 
would not Uiſors, and the other captaines of theirarmie, to demand a fafe condue for the 
ſeeme firſteo ſajzd Marqueſſe and others, to the number of fiftic horſes, ro come and treat with 
ſecke peace. (5, chas it hhould pleaſethe K.to appoint; for they acknowledged that it was rea- 
ſon they ſhould firft come to the King and his Commiſſioners,and declared alſo 

that they would do him that honor. Afterward the faid Earle deſired to com- 

mune with the Kingapart: which his requeſt being granted; he then counſelled 

him not to makepeace, reporting ourenimies armieto be in fo grear feare , that 

ſhortly they would raiſe their ltege and depart : by which words he ſeemed ra- 

ther deſirous to breake off the treatie than to further it ; notwithſtanding thar 

his commiſhon openly were ſuch as you haue heard. At this communication M. 

Tohn James of Treuoul was preſent, who becauſe he was great enimie to the D. of 

Milan, would alſo gladly haue broken off the treatie. But aboueallothers , the 

Duke of Ferrara the ſaid Earle Albertins Maſter (being newly arrived at the Duke 

of Milans. campe, who had maried his daughter) defired war ; & r he was great 

enimie to the Venetians, becauſe they wighheld from bim diuers countries, 

* namely,the Poleſan and others, After the King had communed with this Earle, 

he ſent for me,and debated with his Counſell, whether he ſhould grantthis ſafe 

condu& or not. Thoſethat would gladly haue broken off the treatic , as Ma- 

ſter John Iames, and others (who ſpake in _ of the Duke of Orleans, as 

they pretended ) deſired the battell, ſaying, that they were ſure the enimies 
w__ (hortly diſlodge, becauſe they ſtarued for hunger : but the greateſt part 
of thoſe that gaue this aduiſe were clergie men, who would not haue been arthe 
battell themſelues. Diuers others, and my ſclfe among thereſt, were of the con- 
trary opinion, ſaying , that we ſhould ſooner ſtarue for hunger than they , be- 
ing in their owne countrey. And as touching their diſlodging we an{wered, 
that their force was too great to flic for teare ot vs , and by that meanes to caſt 
themſelues away. Wherefore theſe words (wee ſaid) proceeded of men that 
would haue vs tight and hazard our liues for their particular quarrels. To be 


ſhort, the ſafe condut was granted and ſent, and promiſe made, that thenext - 


day by two of theclockeat afternoone, the Prince of Orenge, the Marſhall of 
Gie, the L. of Piennes, and my ſelfe ſhould meete the ſaid Marqueſſe and his col- 
legues between Bourg and Camarian, neeretoa towre where they kept their 
watch, to the end we might there commune together. According to the which 
5 This Vene. appointment the next day thither we went , accompanied with a good band of 
eians name ſoldiers: and there the ſaid Marqueſſe of Mantua and a Venctian that had the 
charge of their Eſtradiots met vs 5, and gaue vs very courteous language, ſay- 
Guicciar, ing,that for their parts they deſired peace. Further, we there concluded,that as 
the 
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the end we might the more conueniently commune togither , they ſhould ſend 
ceraine commilhonersto our campe, and afterward the King certaine of his to 
them : whereunto they agreed, and ſent vnto vs the next day on the Duke of 
Milans behalfe Maſter &ranciſco Bernardin Vilcomte , and with him one ofthe 
Marqueſle of Mantuas Secretaries; with whom we aboue named, and the Car- 
dinali of S. Malo began to negotiate. They demanded Nouarre where the D. 
of Orleans was belieged, and we Genua, ſaying, thatitwas held of the King by 
homage, and that the Duke of Milan had taken it by confiſcation 5. Then they * Secing is 


made their excuſes, ſaying, that they bad attempted nothing againſt the King, ** fortcired, 


but only in their owne defence, that the Duke of Orleans had taken the faid ci- right gh "- 
ty of Nouarrewith the Kings torces, and had firſt mooued this warre : and fur- bccnforfeired 
ther, that they thought their Maſters would neuer agree to ſuch conditions, but |? Kings 
willingly doany other thing tocontentthe King. T hey were with vs two daies whomit was 
and atterward returned againe to their campe, whither the Marſhall of Gie, — _ 
Monſeur de Piennes and my felte were ſentatter them, to demand che faid citie of of deem. 
Genua ; and as touching Nouarre, we offered to deliuer it to the King of Ro- 

mans men that were in their campe, vnder the leading of Maſter George de Fietre- 

plane, and Maſter Frederick Capelare,and one named Maſter Hance. For we could 

not ſuccour it but by barrell, and that we delired not : wherefore this offer wee 

made to diſcharge our ſelues of it with honor ; for the Duchie of Milan is held 

by homage of the Emperor. Diuers meſſengers ran to and fro betweene qur 

campe and theirs, but nothing was concluded, Notwithſtanding I lodged eute- 

ry night in their campe ; for the Kings pleaſure was that I ſhould ſo doe, becauſe 

he would breake oft no ouercure. In the end all we aboue named returned againe 

to them, being accompanied with the Preſident of Gannay,and Aoruilier Bailife 

of Amiens, which two went with vs to open the articles in Latin z for hitherto 1 

had negotiated with them in ſuch bad Italian as I had. Our order gf proceeding 

was this. When wearrived at the Dukes lodging, hee and the Duchefle came 

foorthto receiue vs at the end ofa gallery, and then weentred all before him into 

his chamber, where we found two long rankes of chaires, ſet neere togither the 

one before the other; in the one of the which they fare downe, and we inthe 0+ 

ther. They fate in this order ; firſt one forthe King of Romanes,then the amba(- 

fador of Spaine, then the Marqueſſe of Mantua, and the two Prouilors of, Ve- 

nice; and an ambaſſador of Venice, then the Duke of Milan and his wife, and laſt 

of all che ambaſſador of Ferrara : of their fide none ſpake but the Duke alone, 

and of our {ide but one. But our manner is not to proceede (o calmely nor ſo ory 

—_ as they : for we ſpake ſometimes two or three togirher ; but then the Duke 

vied to reclaime vs, ſaying ho, one to one. When we came to pen thearticles, all 

that was agreed vpon, was written by one of our Secretaries, & likewiſe by one 

of theirs, which allo at our departure the two Secretaries read , the one in lealian 

and the other in French, and likewiſe at our next meeting, as well tothe end that 

nothing ſhould be altered, as alſo for the more expedition : and ſure it is a good 

manner of proceeding in greatand waighty affaires. This treaty endured about 7 The Mr. 
fifteenedaies or more: but it was agreed the firſt day , that the Duke of Orleans qui of Mi- 
might depart out ofthe rowne, and the ſelfe ame day we made truce, which con- (16. in bo- 
tinned from day to day till the peace was concluded. Moreouer, the Marqueſle tage, becauſe 
of Mantua 7 put himſelfe in hoſtageints the Earle of Foix his hands, rather for Puke ot 
his owne pleaſtire, than for any doubt wee had of the Duke of Orleans perſon. to paſle tho, 


But they made vs firſt (wearethat we would proceede in the treaty of peace yp- [*"8h the _ 
rightly and (incerely without diſkmulation, only ro deliver the ſaid Duke. |. Guiccier, : 


Chap. 10." 
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- | Chap. 10, How the Duke of Orleans and his company were delinered by compe- . 
ſition out of their great miſerie in Nanarre where they were 
beſieged : and of the Swiſſers arrinallthat came 
to ſuccour the King and the [aid 
Duke of Orleans. 


P He Marſhall of Gie accompanied with certaine of the Duke 
of Milans feruants, wentto Nauarre,and cauſed the Duke of 
=D Orleans with a ſmalltraineto come forth of che rown wher- 
bh yo ofhe was right glad. They within the towne were ſo mile- 
j"T rably perſecuted with famineand ſickenes, that the ſaid Mar- 
{hall was forced to leave his nephew called Monſeur de Rome- 
'fortin hoſtage with them, promiling that within three dates 
they ſhould all come foorth. You haue heard before how the Bailife of Digeon 
was ſent into Swiſſerland toleuie five thouſand men among their Cantons, the 
which were not yet arrived when the Duke of Orleans came forth of Nouarre : 
for ifthey had, vndoubtedly in mine opinion we had fought. But notwithttag- 
ding that wewere certainely aduertiſed thatthere came a much greater number 
 thanweſent for: yer could wenot tary their comming becauſe ot our mens great 
diſtreſſe in Nouarre, where there died at the leaſt two thouſand of famine and 
fickenes : the reſt alſo being ſo pooreand miſerable that they ſeemed rather dead 
carcaſes then liuing creatures. And Ithinke verily ( ſetting the ſiege of Hieruſa- 
lem alide) that never men ſuſtained ſuch hunger as they did. But if at their firſt 
entrie into the rowne they had made good proviſion of Corne, whereot they 
might haue recouered plenty in the villages thereabout) they ſhould never haue 
been'bronght to ſuch extremity : but on the other ſide, their enemies have been 
forced 'to depart with great diſhonor. 

Three or fower daies after the Duke of Orleans departed out of Nouarre, it 
was agreed by both the parties that all the ſoldiers ſhould likewiſe be permitted 
roTome foorth, and the Marques of Mantua, and Mafter Galeas of Saint Seue- 
rin, Captaines, the one of the Venetians, the other of the Duke of Milans forces, 
were appointed to conueigh them in ſafety, and ſo they did. Furher, as touch- 
ing the towne of Nouarre it was put into the citizens hands, who were ſworne 
co receiue into it neither French nor Italian, before the treaty of peace were tully 
concluded. Moreouer, thirty of our men remained ſtill in the caftell, whom rhe 
Duke ofMilan permitted to haue viftuals for their money from day to day: Vn- 
doubtedly a man would never belecue the great miſerie they were in thatcame 
foorth of the towne, vnlefle he had ſeenerhem. Horſes they brought forth bur 
few, for they were in manner all eatenzand there were hardly ſixe bundred men 
among them able to doe ſeruice, notwithſtanding that there came foorth 5500. 
A great number lay by the waies whom the enemies themſclues releeued. I for 
' my part forthe value ofa crowne ſaved fifty ofthem, as they lay @ccourleſlein 
agarden neeretoalittle caſtle that the enemies held called Camarian , where 1 
cauſed porrigeto be giuen them, which ſo well refreſhed themthatinthe ſaid 
garden there died bur one, and afterward vponthe way about fower, for it was 
ten miles from Nouarre to Verceil z whither when they arrived, the King be- 
ſtowed his charity vpon them, and commaunded eight hundred frankesto bee 
deuided among them, and paidethem alſo their wayes, as well the dead as the li- 


uing, and the Swiſſers in like manner, of whom about fower hundred died in 
Nouarre: 


5 
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Nonarre.: but notwithſtanding all chis ebeir gaod cheerithingthree hundped of 
them:died ar Vercailattertheirretucne, ome by:teeding-roogreediipatiercher, 


long famine, and ſome by lickeneſle, ſo that a great number lay deadxpam the 
dung ghils ofthe rowne. Abourrhis preſent, afterall our men were come foorth 


of the towne, cxceptthirty.thetremained.iochacaticll: (Home of therwhich allo 
daily ſaliied foorth ) arriued the Swillers.; aighe-0o:tawabouland of the which 
came and lodged with vs inour campoſtrhere were already rwo thouſand that 
bad been with the King in = —_ of Naples: the reſt of their company be- 
ing likewiſe ro the num ber of cen reverts © hk 1 in 

on aduiſed not to ſufter chele two bahds raxiyenero pMpreto 
the number of twenty and two thouſand men: {0 no exec hel - 

| fle thac 


of cheir countrey were neucr togithet-before../ — 
knew their councrey was; that they left bur fow able m&h 
che greateſt part ofthelecame whether wewobld:or nog heb oe. 
wiucs and children would haue come with them, had notrheltraig w 
trie into Piemont been defended roftoprhem..A. man \doubrwhexher this =—_— 
their comming proceeded of goodaftetionorno, ron C « 
had beſtowed great benetirs vpon them,and was the cauſe 
renowne they haue won inthe world. True iris chartthere were: haneegs 
among them, that had barnegreat good: will-to King Lewis : for ther, 
number of Caprainesaboue Rennie two yeeres: of age, the which: rene 
againſt Puke Charles of Burgundye butthe chiete cauſe oftheir comming Wis ov! 
uetouſhes and pouerty..: Tolay thertruth all the able- men that they £0uldbleuis 
came, and ſuch a number of tall fellowes chey were, and ©, goodly a bande, thas 
me thought it impoiiblero ITE TT Spe ea ivy by tamine or cold, 
or ſome luch diftreſſe. 
Let vs now recurneto the principall marrer, my witebe' rreaty-. TheDukeof 
ns (after he bad wellrefreſhed hinrelfeeig be orten daies , being agcompa- 
with men ofall (ors)ſappoling hn be ſtained; Betaule ith @&-fhym- 
dives mig were with him in Novarre, had fuffered theraldues chrov 
folly to be broughe to ſo greacextremity, began to wiſh thar wemight 
ratked very ſtourly of the battell, and one or rwo more ofhis an 
Monfear ae Lx22y, and the Archbiſhop ofRouen { who goucrned the (fad [Jukes 
affaires) and two or three other meane perſonages ; ſuborntd. certaineSwiſſers 
toxomeand offerthemielues ro o ght, Barnoreafoncoul beallaged wby wee 
ſhonkd ſo do: for the Duke of O had no\men.in the towne mare than the 
thirrie remaining inthe caſtle, ſothat there vwasnocauſe why wee ſhould aduen- 
rorerhebarrell; forthe King hadno quarrell;, neitber meant to fight but onely 
tor ſaying the ſaid Dukes perſon andhis ſervants.” Beſidesthis, ourcnemics were 
mighty, and it wasirapotkblero aflaile them ih cheir campe, as well becaute they 
were entrenched round about, and theirtrenobes full of water, 2s alſobecauſc of 
the ſtrong feat thereof, Moreouer,chey had ao enemies-to. anade them but vs 
onely, for they ſtood now in no more feare ot che tomne. They were abouc 
2800. men ofarmes barded, and finerbooked laghrhortemen,, and 11 500. Al- 
rinesled by nood captames, tow, Matter Grovye of Picrreplane,, Matter Fre- 
devick Capelare, and Miſter Haxgpe, befndes greas force of fooremen of thei awane 
conneries;f0 that ww 29 fudebabepad abranery, that faid weight 


in 


tikke thei m their campe, or that CEN : Enodheraling 
there wasereatly robe feared, teqftrbe@RS mwiſiers if chey oY as 
ther, take rhe King and chenwoblemgn gftbe army, being buca han 
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in reſpet ofthem, and leade them priſoners into their countrie; for ſome appa- 
. rancethere was that they meantſo todoe, as you ſhall heare ar the concluſion 


of the peace. J 


| Chops 1124, | Howthe peace war caeluded berweene the King and the Duke of 
Orleans on the one fide, and the engmies on the other : and 


b) Hile theſe matters were thus debated ewo and fro among vs, 
# :inſuch heatethar theDuke of Orleans and the Prince of O- 
) rengefellarvarianceaboutthem,ſo far foorth that the Duke 
8 -ganc him the lic : che Marſhall of Gie, the Lord of Piennes, 


Fe Chartres, and my felfe returned to the enemies campeand 
On ” concluded peace?; which notwithſtanding that we perceiued 
by manifeſt rokens to be vnlike long ro endure ; yet neceſhty forced vs to con- 
deir, both becauſe of diversreaſonsaboue alleaged , becauſe the winter con- 
irained-vs chereunto, becauſe we lacked money : and allo tothe end wee might 
departwithan honorable peace, which ſhould beſent abrode into the world in 
writing, as the King had concluded with his Councell, the Duke of Orleans be- 
ing therepreſent. The articles of the peace weretheſe. That the Duke of Milan 
ſhould beare the King his faich for Genua- againſt all men : and that v9 
thereof, he ſhopld arme two ſhips to the ſea athizowne proper coſts and Charges, 
£o ſiaccour the caſtels of Naples which held-yet for the King. And further, that 
che next yeere he ſhould furniſh the King of three ſhips, and ſeruc him in perſon 
inthe conqueſt of the ſaid realme, if che King himſelfe happened toreturne to 
conquere it againe. 'That he ſhould giue paſſageto the Kings forces. And if the 
Venetians would not accept the peace within ewo moneths , but continue to de- 
fend the houſe of Arragon; tharthen he-ſhould rake part with the King agafnſt 
them, and imploy hisperſon and fubies forthe Kings ſeruice,vnderthis condi- 
tioh; that all thould beconquered of their dominions ſhould be his. T hat 
he ſhould releaſero the King fowerſcore thouſand ducats of the hundred and 
fowet and rwentythouſand that he bad lent him in his voiage. Thatfor perfor- 
manceoftheſe conditions, heſhould deliuer to the King two hoſtages of Genua. 
That the caſtell of Genua ſhould be putinto the Duke of Ferraras hands, as neu- 
tet for two yeeres, andthatthe Duke of Milan ſhould pay the one halte of the 
arriſon within it, and the King the other : and farther, if che ſaid Duke of Milan 
uld refuſe to doſuch ſervices to the King for Genua , as he was bound to doe 
by this trearie; that then it ſhould be lawfifll for the Duke of Ferrara to put the 
faid caſtell into the Kings hands, Laſt ofall, that the ſaid Duke of Milan ſhould 
deliverto the King two other hoſtages of Milan. Theſc he deliuered,& fo would 
healſo the others of Genua, iftheKing had nordeparred ſo ſuddenly ; but ſo ſoon 
as he ſaw him gone, he made delaies. | 
Afterwe were returned fromthe enimiescampe, and had aduertiſed the King 
that the Duke of Milan had ſworne the treatie, and the Venetians taken two mo- 
neths reſpit to accept or refuſe it ( for more thgy would not condeſcend vnto ) 
the King ſwareitalſo, and the ſecond day after determined to depart, being very 
deſirous both heand all the company to returne into Fraunce : but the ſelfe ſame 
nightthe Swiſſers that were in our campe aflembled rogither each Canton aparr, 
and ftrake vp their drumes; ſtanding in order of battell by their enſjgnes,as their 
maner 


the Preſident Gazzay, the Lord Moruifier , the Vidaſme of 


as P" "G_Y 
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maner is in their conſultations. All the which I write vpon the report of Zornay; 
who was then, and long time betvre tvid beeh one of their captaines, and ynder- 
ſtandeth well their layguage, and lodged that night in their campe, and came 
and aduertiſed the King otall cheſt their ations, 

Some of thele Swiſlers gaue aduileto take the King and all his company , that 
s ro {.ly, the principall of che armie z others would tiotagret chereunto, but gaue 
counlell to derhand paiement tor three moneths, ſaying, that the King his tather 
had promiſed therti this paiemeng as often as rhey ſhould depart outoftheir 
country with etligtie diſplaied : others were of opinion to take theprincipallof 
the armie, hot touching the Kirigs perſon, T his laſt opinion tooke place, ſo fatre 
foorehi char they began to diſpoſe themſelyes to execute it, a great number of 
their men beihg ready within the towne: bur before they had tulty concluded, 
the King parted and went to Tin, a towne in the Marquiſat of Montfertat. Sure 
they did vs great wrong, rodemand three moneths paiement ( whereas King 
Lewts had promiſed thetibut one; ) eſpecially having done no ſeruice. To bee 
ſhort, in the cnd we made an agreement with theth, but they that had been witli 
vsat Naples, had firſt takth the Bailife of Digeoh and Zornay ( who bad euer 
beefi their ciptitihes ) demaunding paiemetit of ty. daies for their departure, 
But the others had three tnoneths pay, amounting ev five hundred thouſand 
franks ; for the which ſumme, they were contented ro take pledges and hoſtages: 
Allthis diſorder happened by pratiſt of certaine of our owne men; who tnov- 
wed them this to do, becauiſethey miſliked the peace, as one of their Caprtaines 
came ard cold the Prince of Otenge, who aduertiſed the King thereof. 

When the King attiued at Trin, he ſencthe Marſhall of Gie, the Preſident Gaz- 
dj and me, tothe Duke of Milan, to defire- hit to come and (peake with him. 
Wee alleaged thahy reaſons to perſwade him theteunto, ſaying, that by this 
meanesthe peace ſhould be fully confirmed t but he gaue footth divers reaſdns 
to the contrary, atid refuſed ſo todo zexcuſing himſelfe vpon certaine ſpeeches 
vttered by Monſeur de Zighy(who had tiduiſed to rake him priſoner when he was 
with the King at Pauia ) and likewiſe by the Cardinall, who had all the credite 
with the Kirig. But notwithſtanding that many fooliſh words were indeed ſpo- 
ken, I know tiot by who yet ſure [ ain that at this preſent the King greatly de- 
ſired his frietidſhip. He was in 4 place called Bolie,atid agreed to ſpeake with the 
King, ſo thata grate might be betweene ther built vpon a bridge ouer a river; 
Vpon the returne of which atiſwere the Kihg departed ro Quiers, where he ſtai- 
&d but a night 6r two, and then tooke his iourney to paſſe over the mountaines, 
and ſent me dgalners Venice, atid others to Geniua to cauſethetwo ſhips to bee 
matitied*, which the Duke of Milan was bound tolende him : but he petformed 
ho whit of that he prortiiſed ; for after the King had been at great charges in ar- 
tning of men to the ſaid (hips, the Duke would not let ther depart ; but on the 


cotittarie (ide (efit two to dur eritthies. 
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- Chap. 12. How the King ſent the Lord Argenton to Venice with certaine 
| conditions of peace which they refuſed : and of the 
Duke of Milans falſe dealings. 


L& cM Y ambaſiage to the Venetians was to know whether they 
£ would accept the peace, and agree to theſe three articles. 
Firſt, to reſtore Monopoly to the King, which they had 
_ woon from vs *. Secondarily , to reuoke the Mar- 
queile of Mantua, and the forces they had in the Realme 
of Naples, from King Ferrandes ſeruice. Laſtly , to declare 
King Ferrande to bee none of their confederates, becauſe 
FY | none were comprehended in their league but the Pope, the 
Kin gof Romans, the King of Spaine, and the Duke of Milan. When Iarriued 
at Venice, they receiued me very honorably, though not ſo honorably as atmy 
former being there, and no maruell; for then we were in peace, but now in hoſti- 
lity. Idid my meſflage tothe Duke, who welcommed me,and told me thatſhort- 
ly Ifſhould receive mine anſwere, but that he would firſt conſult with the Senate. 
'Thieedaics they commanded generall procefſions and publike ſermons, and 
dealt great almes, deſiring God of his grace todiretthem into the wiſeſt courle ; 
which manner of proceeding ( as I was there informed ) they vie ordinarily in 
ſuch like caſes, Wherefore I muft needes confeſle, that this citie ſeemed to me the 
moſt deuour, as touching matters of religion, that euer I came in, and their 
Churches the beſt decked and trimmed ; fo that herein I account them equall 
with the ancient Romanes, and am fully perſwaded, that thereof ſpringeth the 
greatnes of their Seniorie : which ſure is worthy rather co increaſe than dimi- 
niſh. But to returne to mine ambaſlage, I abodethere fifteene daies before I was 
diſpatched. The anſwerel receiued was a flat refuſall of all my demaunds , with 
this excuſe that they were not in war with the King, neither had done any thing 
but in defence of their confederate the Nuke of Milan, whom the King ſought to 
deſtroy. Afterward they cauſed the Duke ro commune with meapart, who of- 
fered mea good compolition, to wit , that King Ferrande by the Popes conſent 
{hould hold therealme of Naples ofthe King by homage, and pay him ycerely 
fifty thouſand ducats for tribute, and a certaine ſumme of money preſently, the 
which they offered to lend, meaning to hauein gage for it the places which they 
now hold in Poville, namely Brandis, Otrante, Trani, and the reſt, And fur- 
ther, that for performance of theſe conditions, the ſaid Dom Ferrande ſhould de- 
liver tothe King, or leaue in his hands certaine townes in Pouille, they meant 
Tarente which the King yet beld, and one or two more that the ſaid Ferrande 
ſhould havedeliuered, which townes they offered vs on that ſide of Italy, becauſe 
it wasthe furtheſt from vs, notwithſtanding that they pretended the offer to be, 
becauſethey ſtood commodiouſly to inuadethe Turke : whereof the King had 
put men in =_ hope at his firſtentry into Italy, ſaying , that he attempted this 
conqueſt of Naples, totheend he might with the more expedition tranſport his 
forcesagainſt the ſaid Turke, which wasa wicked denice, and a meere lie ; for he 
meant nothing leſſe, but from God no man can hide his thoughts. Moreover, 
the Duke of Venice offered me, that ifthe King would attempt any thing againſt 

the Turke, he ſhould haue free acceſſe to theſe places above named , that all [ral 
ſhould be contributors to the wars; that the King of Romanes ſhould inuade al- 
fo on the other {ide,and that the King and they would gouerne Italy in ſuch _ 
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feemed to depart fad and melancholicke: he ſaid vnto me ( asa man ſuddenly al- 
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that no man ſhould refule.ro pay that he ſhould beratedatand further, rhar, 
they for their part would aide him. ypan their ewne. proper colts and charges 
wich an hundred gallies vpontheica; and fue rhopfand borks'vppnthbe land... * 
- [rooke my leaue of the Dukeandthe Seniorie, ſaying , that] would make re- 
port of theirantweretothe King:Then returned Ito Myan,and found the Duke 
at Vigeſue, andthe Kings ambatlador with hin, who was que of the;Stewards 
bf his houſenamed Keane Dorelles, The Dukecame foorrh tunalelfe to-mee;e m 
vnder colour of goinga hunting : forthey vie thereto receing, ambaſladors with 
great reucrence, and lodged me in his caſtle very: honorably; ;I delired rocom- 
mine with him a part,and he promiſed that I ſhould: ſo- do; though balfe a 2nd 
his will as it ſeemed. The caitle of Naples held; yet for the King; whergtpre 
meancearneltly to preſſe him for chetwo [hips promiled vs by rhetreaty of Ver- 
ceil, the which were ready to depart, he in ourward apparance;lgemed, willing 
thereunto {But Peron of Baſche Steward of tha Kings houſe, ang. Stephen ds Je- 
&es ( who wereart Genua for the King) ſologneazphey vndetitood of my, ati 
ball ar Vigeſue, wrote vnto mee, corplaining ofthe Duke of Milans fall 1 
who would not luffertherivo ſhips to:depart which-be had promilſed,vs, but a 
che contrary ſide had ſent two ta aid Qurenemies.!, hey: agyertilgd me turther, 
that oneday the gouernor of Genuamaderthem anhverethathe:would not yi Y 
the ſaid ſhips ro be manned with any.Frenchmen and another day that he wi f 
put intoeach of chem bur fiue and twenty at the molt, with divers fuch Je Je 
mularions, dallying and delayingrhe time till che:caſtle of Naplgs wezc ygelaes 
whichtheDuke knew well co bevidauyled but fora moneth or little mbre., An 
25 e6tiching the army thatthe King kenicd in Pronence, it was notaplero.fugcour 
the caſtle withoncrheſetwo ſhips: for theenemies lay before it, wich 2 great, Na- + + « 
tie, as well of their owne, as ofthe Venetians, andthe Kings of Spaines. Three * 
daies Iabode with the Duke, and one day he ſatein.counſell with me, ſeeming to |... _-.; \.., 
be diſcontented that] mifliked hisanfyere touching the fajd (hips, and al ged acl 
that by che treity of Verceil he hadpramiled to ſerue the King with twoliyps, 
but not that they ſhould bee manned with:French men. hereunto Ianhyer- 
ed that this ſeemed to me a very flenderexcuſe :. for if he.hould lend mee F 
good mulcto paſſe the mountaines withall,,and afterward make, mee leade her 
it1 my hand and natto ridevpon her, but looke vpptyher onely ,. har, pleaſure 
did he me? After much debating, he and I withdrew our ſelues;;ntaa, gallery, 
where 1 declarcd'vnto him what great.paines, both Land others lag taken i0 
concludethis treatie of Verceil, and into: how great danger PERTPRSTDS, y 
0 


7 


rontrarying thus his promiſe, and cauting the-King by tha, maganes t9; ERF 

caſtles of Naples, and conſequently the whole od, where ſo IJ. alſo 

ingender perperuall hatred berweene the King and him. Further, I offere 

him the Princedome of Tarenteand the Duchie of Bary , the which Duchie 

hee had alreadie. Laſtly I ſhewed him the danger hee put both himſelte , 

and the whole eſtate of lalie into, by ſuffering the Venetians to hold theſe ;;,,au4- Gnce 

places in Pouille *. Arid hee confeſſed Tfaide-rrue , eſpecially ropching the Ming Charles 

Venetians: but his laſt reſolution was-that he (hould finde no faith nor aſſurance 117 {54ueq 

with the King. >. 8 1% 7 : tothe Veneti- 
Afterthis communicationItooke my leaue of him , he accompanied me vp- M7 xe mains 

on the way about a league. But even at our very departure he deuiſed yet a cun- ger certaine 


ningerle than all therelt (ifFa man may vſe ſuch termes of a Prince,) tor becauſel —— 
[ wiNucn are 


hearſed here - 
tered)that he would do mea friendly turne to the end the K. might haue good zfeer. cap. 14. 
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cauſe 


# He meaneth 
the enterpriſe 


of ſuccouring 


the caſtle of = ſhould oftner haue been called, bar he feared to diſpleaſe choſe that were of 


Naples, 
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catiſe to welcome me : for the next day he would fend Maſter Galeas to Genug 
(more I could not wiſh when he named him to me) ro cauſe the two (hips to de- 
part; and joine with our armie, by meanes whereof he would faue the King the 
caſtle of Naples , and conſequently the whole realme , as he ſhould indeed, if he 
had doneas hepromiſed. Heſaid further, that immediately attertheir departure 
he would aduertiſe me thereof with his owne hand, totheend I might bee the 
firft man that ſhoald bring newes to the King, of this great ſeruice that I had 
done him, adding allo that the Courrier ſhould overtake me with his letters be- 
fore my arriuallat Lyons. In this good hope departed I and tooke my journey 
ro oaſſe the mountaines, thinking eucry Poſte that came after meto be the ſame 
tharſhould have brought me theſe letters. Notwithſtanding I doubted ſome- 
what thereof knowing the nature ofthe man ſo well as I did. But to proceedein 
my voiage, I came to Chambery wherel found the Duke of Savoy who bonora- 
bly intreared me; andſtaied me with him a day. Afterward I arriued at Lyons 
(without my Courrier) to tiake report to the King ofall that I had done,whom 
I found banketring and wſting,and wholy giuen to ſport and paſtime. Thoſe 
that had miſliked this treaticof Verceil were glad that the Duke of Milan had 
thus deluded vs : for their credit increaſed thereby, bur me they ported at, as in 
fuch caſes is vſuall in Princes courts, greatly.ro my griefe and diſcontentment. 

I made report to the King by mouth, and ſhewed him alſo in writing the Ve- 
netjans offers aboue rehearſed whereof hemade ſmall account, and the Cardi- 
nall who gouernedall, much lefſe. Butthatnotwithſtanding I mooued it to him 
afterward againe : for me thought it berter zoaccepr this offer then to loſe all- 
Beſides that, theKing had no men about him able to deale in ſo waightie an en- 
terpriſe 3 : for thoſe that were ableand of experience, they that had all the credit 
neuer or very {eldome called to counſell in anyemarter., The King wauld gladly 


authority abotit him; eſpecially thoſe rhat gouerned his treaſure, namely the 
aid Cardinalland his brethren and kinſmen. Wherefore let all other Princes 
ledrne by the ex#mple of chis, how fit and conuenient it is for themſelues to take 
paines in the gouerning of their owne affaires ; at the leaſt ſometimes, how re- 

uifire it isro call riorethan one or two to counſell, according to the varietic of 
the matters that are'debated ; and how neceſlarie it is to hold their counſellors 
almoft inequall authoritie: for if one of them beſo great, that the reſt feare him 
(as one was both then and ever ſince about King Charles) heis King and Lord 
ineffe@, andrhePrince himſelfe is euill ſerued, as this King was by his gouer- 
nors, who ſought only thei: owneprofitand little regarded his, whereby him- 
ſelfe was the leſſe eſteemed and the woorſe thought of. 
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Chap. 13. How the King aftey his returne into Fraunce forgot thoſe that he lef# 
behinde him in the realme of Naples': awd how the Daul- wy 
phine died, whoſe death the King and | 
Lucene much lamented. 


Sf Returned to Lyansthe yeere 1 495. thetwelfe of Decem: 
W ber, where the King was already arrived with his army; 
a yeereand two moneths after his departure out of his 
realme. The caſtles of Naples held yet fer him as before 
you haue heard, and Monſeur de Mantpenſier his lieute- 
nant there, was yet at Salerne in the realme of Naples 
with the Prince of Salerne: likewiſe Monſeur & Aubipny 
bag was yet in Calabria where he had done great ſeruice : 
notwithſtanding that he had beene- licke almoſt ever ſince the Kings departure. 
Maſter Gracian des Gnerres was yetalſo in! Abruzzo, Dam J»lianat Mont-faint- 
Ange, and George of Suly at Tarente: but they were all in greater diſtreſſethan 
iscredible. Betides that, they could hardly receiue: any newes or letters:out of 
Fraunce, and thoſe few they did receine, were but abuſes and faire promiſes 
without effe&. Forthe King as you haue heard, diſpatched nothing bimſelfe: 
andif they had been furniſhed in rime: bur of rhe{fixt part of the money-thac 
was ſpentafterward, they had neuerloſt the realme. But in the end when all was 
yeelded, they receiued fortie thouſand ducats onely,, for part ofa yeeres pay al- 
ready paſſed : and yer if this ſmall ſumme had come but one moneth-ſooner, the 
miſeries and diviſions they afterward fellinto, and the diſhonor they receiueds 
had neverchanced. Allthe which inconuenicnces hapned betauſe the King:dif- 
patched nothing himſelfe,neither wouldgiue the gersAaudiencethatcame 
from them. And as touching his ſeruants tro whom -he commiitred the gouernie- 
ment of his affaire: they were men of ſmallexperience,idle,& nngligent: & tore 
ofthem I thinke had incelligence wich the Pope, whereby it manifeſtly. appeared, 
thar God had now altogither withdrawne his grace from the King, which at his 
going to'Naples be had poured downe fo plentifujly vpon him, Hl 
' After the King had ſoiournedat Lyonsabouttwo moneths, word was brought 
him that the Daulphine his ſonne layarthe point ofdeath;atidtiwithin rhreedaics 
after tharhee was dead j which newes hee rooke hbeauily as nature would :not- 
withſtanding his ſorrowe ſoon ended. But the Queeneof Fraunce and DNuecheſle 
of Britainecalled Anne, lamented the death of her: fonne; along time, as much 
as was poſſible fora woman todo; And I thinke!verily thatbeſides the naturall 
griefe thar'women vieto:Tonceiue in ſuch caſes, her mindegatie ber char ſome- 
preatercuillhong ouerher bead. The Kirig hee husband ( as Lhave faid )mour= 
ned not long; but ſought ro comfort her, by cauling certaine yoonge g 
co daunce before her, ofrhewhichrbeDuke of Orleans wasene; being ofthe age 
of fower and thirty yeeres, who ſeemed roreioyeeart. the Daulphines death, be- 
cauſe he wasapparanttothecrowne:nextafter-the- King: :for che which:-cauſe 
the King and hefaw rior one another-in a long itimeafter, | The Daulphine was 
abour three yeeres olde| a goodlythilde , bolde in ſpeech, andnoe whit fearing 
thoſe thingsthar commonly childnin 2n-vic to feare: Wherefore. ( to bee;plaine 
with yon his fathers ſorrow ſoohe ended : for/hec-began already to doubrit 
thischilde grew to yeeres, and continued in his noble conditions, that happily 
hemightdiminiſh NS RIES TY © farthe King himſelte SALA, 
2 O 
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men. 
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of very ſmall ftatureand ofno great ſenſe, but of ſo good a nature, that it was im. 
poſſible to findea gentler creature, ++» | 
Hereby you may perceivein how miſerable eftateKings and Princes live, who 
ſtand in feare oftheir owne children. King Zews the cleuenth who was ſo wiſe 
and vertuous a Prince, ſtoodin feare ot this Kings Charles his ſonne, but he pro- 
uided well for it, and afterward died, leauing his faid ſonne King, being but 
fawertecne yecres of age. The laid King Zew alſo had: put King Charles theſe- 
venth his father in feare of him : for being but thirteen yeeres of age; he mooued 
warte againft him with certaine noble men and gentlemen of the realme, thar 
miſliked thoſe that bare the ſway in Court, and gouerned the eſtate, as King 
Lewis himſelte hath eftſoones told me : but this bruile ſooneendeds Afterward 
alſo being come to mans eftate, he fell at great variance with his father, and regi- 
red hitaſelfe intro Daulphine ,and fromthence into Flaunders, leauing the coun- 
try ofDaulphine to the faid King his father, as I haue made mention aboutthe 
beginning of chis hiſtorie written of King Zewis the cleuenth. Wherefore it 19 
manifeſt that no creature is exempt from tranble,butthat all men eat their bread 
it craue!l and ſorrow, as God promiſed vs that we ſhould ſoone after he had crea- 
ted man,the which promiſe he hath truly-performed to al ſorts of men, Bur great 
diuerſiry there is of troublesand ſorrowes: for thoſe of the bodie are the lefle, & 
thole of the mind the greater: the ſorrowes of wiſe menare of one ſort, andthe 
forrow offooles ofanother gbur much greater griete and paihon endureththe 
foolethanrthe wiſe man, and lefle comfort receiueth; be in his ſorrowes, though 
rhatiyſuppoſe otherwiſe. The poore man that trauelletht and toileth his body to 
ger foodero ſuſtainehimſelte and his children, and paitrh:cuſtomes and ſublidies 
eohisPrince, ſhould liue in too great diſcomfortand deſpaire, if Princes & great 
men had nothing but pleaſure in this world, and henothing on thecontrary lide 
buttrauelland miſery. 'ButGod hath otherwiſe diſpoſed thereof; for if I Gould 
rake vpon me to rehearſe the ſundry griefes, ſorrowes., and paſhons that I baue 
eonediuers great perſonages ſuftaine,as wdbmen as women within theſe thirty 
yeeres onely,a grearvolume would bardly containe them] meane not ſuch greac 
ages as Bardiewriteth of in; his books *,, but ſuch as we ſeeabbund with 
wealth, and live inhealth and proſperity ;yea {luch as thoſe that hayenor beene 
coguerfant withthem as I have been, wontd account inall reſpeRs:bnppy : but I 
hawooften ſeene their ſorrowes and griefes ariſe of 0 ſmall occaſions that they 
thatwere vnacquainted with them would hardly belceve it , the moſt partbeing 
grovtnded vpon icloufics and reports, which is a diſeaſe that lurketh ſecretly in 
grearPrinces Courts,and trainech with itinfipite miſchictes bath rotheir owne 
perſons, their ſeruants,and all their ſubiefts,, and ſo much ſhorteneth their lives, 


chachardly any'King of Fraunce ſince Charles the great bath paſſed the age of 


fixty'yeeres! Forthe which cauſe, when Kitgi Zewio:the elenenth! approched 
neefecv/tharage (being (iccooFrhis diſcale )-beaccountedhimſelfea dead man. 
His father King Charles the ſeuenth, who had cone fo many nobleaRt in France, 
contiedived 2nrimaginktion in his fickenes, that his ſeryants went about to poiſon 
bin+,and therefore refuſed to receine fuſtenance. Likewiſe his father K. Charles 
cheſt was troubled with ſo many ſuſpicions, that he loſt his wits, and all by re- 
ports. And ſurethis is the faule greatly to be blamed in Princes, that in theſe ca- 
ſes chey- cauſe norfuch marters as concernethemſelues ( bethey of neuerfo ſmall 
impertance)to betipped vp: which'ifrhey did; they ſhould not ſo often be trou- 
bled with falle tales! Foritthey would examine:the parties the one before the 
other, I'meane rhe accuſer,and him that is accuſed, no mandurſt reportany thing 
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tothem that were vntrue: But ſameiPtiaces thers.arciof poet 
that thyckey willpromiſeand Teen 4 Heber. to: 

hey arc often craubled yi pic why erepelecrtin, wee T * 
wer french \theie enuſtieſt and rianes and ſobiefts;, nan) "_ 
Roadadagas ab complaine many ine {2 ore (21 
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He Daulphin hinge onl antedied hitthebariadine 
wy yeere eerie ere (97-7 vr pwn 
n— arcauld happeniorhe neyerihad 
| oy milchicſ© came ndr, I 
pany, torateho ver e:time he newes: 
thecaftleof Naples whs yockded by __—_ che Lordof 
Montpenfier lett withio ic ; wb. were: forced thereuate, 
partly by famine, and partly to recoter the: hattages deliveredby. the ſaid Mower 
2o0 to King Ferrande, whoſe names were Monſturid! Alegre, one-of thohouſe 1 496. 
Aarche-d Ardaine, one called de la Gapellede Landinneis *, and ome nament ifpbe: 'Befor: co9.8. 
CG They that were within thecaltleretutned by (ca into France.** named | 
Another great dilhonor and lofle ones wr galfo ar CNS & Anion, 
was this. \Emtragees, who held the Ciradelic of Piſa:{/heing thefort that keepeth >» ira 
the rowne in ſubieion; )i delinered che lard Ciradelle ro the Piſans coner /to and _ 
the Kings orhu?, who hadewice: (wrarbe tothe Eloxentines ro_raftore vato de reconciled, 
the'ſaid Ciradelleand their other (Scmgnently Capes , Serzaglie; ;Pigtreſav- ES Veazth 
Re, Librefato; and Mortton, which they had.leat him in; his-great neceſhtyatimony, for the 
kis firſtcomming into ltaly, :at vthich gime allo they gaue mar wry wen 
ſand ducars, whereofthereremained,vnpaid to vs but thirty thouſand atour tt ;cyecme i 
turne home; usbefore you:haue rho) all rhefe the: HlogdpniAes bur afrer the 


abouenamed wereſvld:t Serraneand Sexzanelieot Py Gradelly des 

d ofSaint Paule 3;P erothe Luqizois 4, and Libee- —_ 
fitortotheVencrtians f,torhe g -both' of che King and all his (ye; Semleines! in- 
ietts, and tothe vrter loſſe Lich rtdimook {The firſt arb the Kingfware no —_ 


tor the reftiracion of theſeoplaces (a5. hefore you have beard was at Bloxenghe on,yho razed 
vpon the high anſrar of the.carhedral}GHurch 0b Saint Tobp/ ratit ſecond wi CE me Cy , 
bhix recurne, ae which time the Flaveritines letvhimehyrtie rbouſand dulGagn (if) * This ba. 
hiv great hoodey vnder.candition that if1Pila [weze-veſtored. ta them, be (howld wy 
= ofthiclummd:burithbynwontd art mts 

m forit, and:lerd hin; 6ooro: ducatt; mare; which they *Raran ns 
cozaule to be rd een, 2 thercalme of Ndples,ro5hd$inge Pf. 
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bout hiq\eticoaraged. 2x aus to-felb Theſe pladts>! 1/11 19 3663 710 9103 02 
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h xigly,and che red of the French cupraimes; fecing dl} rho joſt'- par chemſciacs 


oe rene into the fields, aptrhpkeriaaibefinall places, Bur Kink) Reyrout forpebFKing 


nois reuslt; 
from King 


/* the Coulon» 


Alphonſe, who was entredinto religion (as before you hauc heard ) accompanied 
with rhe Marqueſſ60 Maanintybtoaber twrhe ard Arepen/icrs wile, and.Gene- 


Charle;,rurned rqll of the Veemoridny marched againſt them They: toond rhe ſaid Montpenficr 


to him, and of lodged ina townecylted Arelie;'a 


his foe becam —_— 
his friend and &tuals, and ſeated on a hill, ypun's 


ſeruant, 


- --0ngefer tleadpuinition, 1c 2\ FOLD 1b 
:..! 2Ntehefiidplactof Arcllbabouemedtianed, our imen; fell atvarianceas well 
 foreteirvicudlowhich 


"1-0 2 gteas mm 
| ©. the frioneyitharMonſeur dd Mowepaaſicr 
- »chemyyet notwithſtanding they were vinaidefora yecreand more,but t rm 


ſpdiled divers ſttrallcownes CENTER marudltbuſly enriched. 

- foreis-ehouſantsduicats promiſed :had»btene ſent in times arif they had 
a." knownethey:.tvold hauc 'receined theny at:Blorence, this variabcorhad never 
. +... haptied;/bur nowrhey remained altogitherrin deſpdirt:>tivers of one captaiges 
_ have enformedimethatif our men would have agreed to fighsz irheyy were hike 


[cry mmm for prouilions of vi- 
\whichourecnemies fortified their campe as 
men fearing the battell, becauls'the ſaid\King Ferrande and his forces had beene 
dicombited inall places, as was alſo the Marqueſle of Mantua at Fornoue where 
we fbughr wit hank, 'The aic}MarquestheVenetians had lent to King Fe:yande 
with-vcertuine ſumme ofmotiey; but of aallvalucin reſpett of cheplicesthey 
Kadinpgagefordt, ubith werenheſe ixe rownesin Popillce of great jmportance, 
Brandis,:Trame,; Galipoliz Crana; Orratite; and Motopoly gz! caſt of che 
whichk-lince the Kmags departure they hadwoon from vs; Moreouer, it the ſaid 
ſurame.f money they coniprehended che wages of their ſoldiers that ſerued tHe 
faide:Berrande, lo chat they hold theſe places for two-hundred thouſand ducats; 
yea, and now they.requirethecharges they haue beeneatin the fortification and 
defence of them, ſa that I am fully perfwaded-they minde-never toxeftore them: 


foi vienor ſd eo doe, when townesliccommodioutly for them, as theſe do, 
v1: 5 ho 
m ” ofheſaid 


ate ypon'the Adriatike gulte, {o thapby:meanes. of themrhey are Lords 
which onetofthe' things they: principally: deſire 3.and no mar- 
utl},foricis fromOrcrante (which is the very poinr.of che ſaid gulie:) to Venice 


”_.." Rthefeaftninefiuhdred miles. And notwickſtandinigharthe Pope beld certains 
-c-. "places alſo ponthefaid guitvineermingled among: thee Venetianitownes yer 
/  werealtpiſſengereforcedtopay ciftome to/Veniceo whereforethepoſſefhon of 
;.- » [theſ@placesis maxobeneticiall racher than the. world weeneth for they receiue 


fromhenct great plenty! of corneand-oile which are:two necedlaric 
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beganinowtoidimanis/:a5 4 | theſbdlety 
idforeighteene moheth meatſes whert badb 

ifery.;'Tothe Almaines | due, but no huch.;forall 
wooulld leuie inthe vealme wat paied 16 


ynouphto haezqbtiined the-viſtory:; and if they thad-beene diſcomfited , yep 


- ſhotld northeltloſſe haue beene ſo great, 2x by rhe ſhametull compolition they 


weve ny ler jes,whowerethe beft nien.of warreamong them 


wotikthanefouyhrand cnilhapit wasdothem tharthey did-noti $or K. Ferrand 


/ - - brakethevompoſition, &putchem both ia-prifon, bherethey were 4 ended 
© © theiy lines. They ldide thedlamechart ght inoc-vpon-Monſcur ie Herfo 
y C——_ of Aunergine; wheoth rhey-accurſed as a mntinous tnight,and 
diſobediencrohiscaprain; Yon thal Vnderftand tharin chis agpiaſicro eine 
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of Almainegzthe firft wore Swifſers tothe! nutnber'of tifetenerhnndted;,) whom 

rho King letortierearhin:defarruretron-Naplesthe whictſbrocttfaithfully even! 

ail che hower ofdeattiyforbariewas.mpoiblefod men © ferugmore valiantly. 

thanthey did. Theothet(orrwergthoto whobswenalcginmaonly Langs koights! 

bthatis cotay, (erunmuwofrhecommrey che which huve naturally che wilters. 

FEheyare of al parts pfiGernumie,as tor example, , of ctherounpres |pimevpon 

mekhimg and of Swobtmd:; fomertitrowereatioot rhecoumryiof Vaubitin: 

Senonie,2nd ſome of Getderland.:: Pheſe:were to) pheraomber-of cagtis but, Tt. rrench 

dred newly [en thithet' with twombmerhepay;;: rhe whict being ipentbetore corrector rea- 

they camertiicher; and #theirtrrinuilicddre;" mohew pa ifound'robey lee iow 0mm 

Mg therſebues i in this diſtreſſe; dedhabed har-chey bare good wiltas'theicountey cal- 

Swiffers 0&5; for jon. 7 chimes andcomed iv King: fertande,/'* Latin 

forthewhictvcauſe partly , and pardy for thedinifivartharwasgmong! OUETOPS um here 

faracs,0dur: men mader{bincfhilt exrwathoutenmics, che wivichKing:Se nem cal- 

Pirrandefirareto keep atidobſerne;! belhigfortecſors doeUy.che. Mirguefſeobe,," Frencb 

Mancuay-whorthoughe rhereby roatſure the perth, ob! his by ocheriin law:Non-. chiefe rowne : 

feut do Monipenſier, yet norwithſtanding che land Revrands brakerhe weatieas af." _ he ſup. 

retwatd'mention (hall-be mademoredrharyge cub bar moi) , int gots won 
\By cheſmdtompotition they yeelded borturkienveldes and all che Kingeiareil; Vudx in Sa- 

ſieie eotheirenimies,promifingfurrher, cocauſera be rendeetd aitthe plirexthar,!3!> Nicreof 

the King held: in che rgalme, as welliwCalabriawhere Monſieur dr Aatugny was,'m aketh men- 

asin'E {bare whete Miſter oranatdercomronems edgethebatitiiibernunes' bb. 5. 

of Caietranny Tarente 5 vader chis condition; harKirigFemrande thould ſend: 

rhem by ſet iito-Prouayce with bag and baggage; which 'wasmotimuch wacrh = 

butnoratttifhinding therompolitih Ki dg Ronent/conimianded them diNco be 

kd ro Nightes being wake mmclgsi Sfdor Gethouſant -perſons or tmore!i So 

ſhamefull a compolition hath not been made inltritme;neither. do-lrenmentber 

that euer Iread ofthe like, ſaue that which the two conſuls of Rome made (as re- 

h T1 ththeSamnites (whomHyppoſercobethof oftBene- 8 Decad. r. 

uent) at a pfave' called theirs Farrele Fanyiina which = dfeameſteaight in the >: 9- 

mountaines : notwkhfimtiding rr ty tothe compoli- 


tion, but ſentthe two Corſi heir enimies. 
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and his ſaid legitimate ſfonnealſo 3;:for. hehad but one ::and as touching his baſe 
ſonne called rhe Lord Charles (who was a very valiang gentleman) certaine leali- 
ans oftheir company ſpoiled him as he repaired homeward:: If chis miſery had 
fallen but ypon them-only that made this compoſition,they had not been great= 
ly tobe moned. Immediatelyafter King Fernevd bad receiucd this honor aboue 
mentioned, and:maricd King Ferravd his grandfathers datighter, being a yoong 
maide of thirteen or fowerteenyceres of age, begotten of the King of Caſtiles 
ſiſter that now raigneth: ( ſothat his 'wife was ſiſter to bis owne father King 41+ 
fonſe) hefell into a continuall ague; whereof: ſoone after he died, and the crowne 
of the realmedeſcended to KFrederick (the aid: King Fertandes viiele)-now pre 
ſently raigning, Irabhorreth metro writedt ſach a mariage as this,norwithittan- 
dingdiwers ach haue been contracted intbighouſe off Arragon withiatheſe 30. 
yeeres:' King Ferrandedied immediately: after the compoſition. aboue mentia- 
ned madein the towne of Atclie, the yecre ofour Lord 41496. The faid Forrond, 


during his lie, and Dom Frederig allo after he cameto'the crowne,-exculed the 


breach of this compoſition, becanſe Monſieur de r had not-performed 
the conditions thereof, nor rendred theplaces;promiſed, which be conld riorta 
fay the fruth, Caietta and diuers othersbcing;our. of his power. Fornotwiths 
ſtandingrthat he wete the Kings licutenant, yer were not they that held theſe pla- 
ces for the King, bound to yeeld: them at hiz commandement. Although all 
things well conſidered,che King hould hane:ſuſtained no grear loſe; if chey had 
then been yeelded;; for he \ $647 pr greadtreaſure in defendingand vigu- 
alling them, and: yer loſt in;the end, My ſelfe was preſent three or fower 
timesar the diſparch of thoſe that were (eng ro viAtuall agg ſuccour,, firk the ca- 
ftles of Naples,and thriſc after the rowne of Caietta. And1thinke I ſhould nor 
lycifIfaid that theſe fower __ coſt theKing aboue three hundred thouſfan 

Favka:andyealltono pur ; waogd 30 thn nr 109 1 Bo rrge 


_ Chip. 15. How certaine profiſes entertained by divers nollemen of Ray onthe ,; 
*flL - kings behalfe, «s well for the congueft of Naples,as, of the Dachie, } iT 
1941214. 41; -:4f Milan, failed for lacke of ſending thither : and. «: . 11. 1 
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790 longtime (3 before ya haue heard) holdingiuſls and tups 


: 297 :he,ſpent.jn defence.qf-them , but be would take no paines 
KOERA ning his-owneaffaires Moreguer, he was 
==> duertifed daily. of divers prattiles .cntertained pn bis he- 
| chat.they were both dangerous and 
; hitgeable : yes was, be off power ſaufhgienr-$0, hauearchicued them , beca 

8s, and plentifull ofgraine in Prouence and Langyedocan 
of other wealthy countries , where money might 


1-.þ A - 

+. on. jvc Bc iy other, Prince belides;the King of Fraunce ſhould attend 9 
i, ©; theſe talianpratiles, and aduenture to entermegddle 

+ ſbonld butvadoe himſelf, Þ 
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ermeddlc in their enterpriſes, by 
his treaſure; andeffeR nothing. For the Italty 
' ans eitheridoe norcav ſhrue.butfor money, except it, bea Duke gr 
of the greateſt Sevioring-: hut 4 poore tapraine be he neuer ſo well affeRio 
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totheſcruice of a-King 6f Frauncepretendingtitierothereilme ob:Naples;:or 
the Duchicol Milan , behe neuerls faichtulland truſtie, yer ſhallhe nor.beable 
#0 do.-humteruice anydong time afterihispaymentifadeth,,. becauſe: his memwwill 
forſake:him, and thepoore captainthall bevicerly-ndone:;-for che greateſtpart 
ot them hueonely vpdnthe creditithey win bycheierbice oftheirſoldirers; who 
are paied by their:capraine, and he otthim whom heſeructh, which istheGuuſe 
whyrthey.delirein Traly nothing burfactions and ciuillwarres; 'Buras tonching 
the practiſesaboue mentioned , you {hall vnderſtand thatthey _ beforerhe 
towne of Caietta was loſt, to-wit, immediately after che King peretived thatthe 
Dukeof Milan would not performethe conditions of the treatieof Verceil;ard 
continued after the loſſe of the ſaid rowne,the whole ſpace of twoyerres afterrhe 
Kings returne home. Astouching rhe {aid Dukeof Milan;he'brake notis pro- 
miſealtogether vpon malice and trecheric, but paitly for feare:-for he doubeed 
that the King would deſtroy him if he obtainedtherealmeiof Naples + beſides 
thar,, he accounted the Kinga Prince in whom was no'conftanuie noralloggnce. 
Bur to proceed , 'one of theſe enterpriſes aboue mentionedy/ was to inuadetthe 
Duchie of Milan atrer this ſort. Order was ginenthat the -Dauke of Qrleans 
ſhould goto Aſt to enter with a good band. of men on-rthar. fide” whonbaw 
oncefo neere his departure, that his traine was already gone.: We were ſbreof 
the Duke of Ferraras friendlhip, for he trad promifeg to aide vs(notwithſtadding 
that he werethe Duke of Milans father in law) with:ftne hundred mervof armies, 
andtwothoufand footmen, which hispromiſeyndonbrediy-hewould have peo- 
formed,torheend he mighrhaue deliyered-himfeltfeof the danger he was ingly 
ing iult inthe-midit between the Venetians and:rhe ſaid Duke > fornotiong be- 
fore (as I hauealready made mention) the Venetians had raken from himthe 
Poleſan, and {ought wholy his deſtru&tion > wherefore hewowldi red 
Soma 
xrrgin- 


his owneſaferie and his childrens, before his ſonnein lawes friend flri 
peraduenturehe thought thatthe Duke of Milan fevinghimſeltt int 
tiewould make ſome appointment withfke King *:<Moreouer;bythe faid Duke , — 
of Ferraras meancs, the Matques of Mantua c——_ our friend;,: who lately Vencrians, by 
had been and yer was generall of the: Venetians;” but heldin greatieloubgot — 
them, and helikewiſe being diſcontente# with them; ſoionrned with three tnan- might have 
dred men of armes with his father infaw rhe Dukeof Ferrara';-far you ſhalboys recourred the 
derſtandithat he then had, and yet hath-ro wife che DnchevotrMilans (ler, — 
daughter to the ſaid Duke of Ferrata, Maſter uw Bentmaoilowhy gouetnerh they withheld 
Bolonia, and is as it were Lord thereof, promiſedro aidevs with humdredang fon him, 
fiftie men of armes, and agood band o&fborrnew and rofendrotheKingsſer- 
vice two of his ſonnes, who were captaines of certaſherompaniesof horſemen, 
and ſuch was the feat of his' countrey ,-thar he miiglithaue-done gtearſtruiculs- 
eainſt the Duke of Milan. The Florertitits who aw themſeluts veterly vndone 
( vnleſſe by large expences they recoucred their toſſts):fearingitobe diſerſadrof 
Piſa and the other placesaboue mentidned ; woul#hane Furniſhed eighrhoa 2 For you 
dred men of armes; and flue thouſand foormen'vpontheir awne proper cafts pul nder- 
and'charges/, 4id had already proutdedtheir paymear'for fixe monerths lie theſe practiſes 
Prins and the Prefet df Rome brotherdo rhe CatYinallSaim Poa 447 inculs ( Gegan —_ 
often beforeriamed,) being ih-pay with thie King ;0would have Runilbedarhou- oefolg, 
fand men of iymes: but you ſhall vndetftrid charthivie mer of urmes arenotad- 


compariied wicharchers as'vrs be,but their iyage#ai# ours atemarctialike: for =o 


a yeeres. pay ofone of th&&rmtn of arrticdumotintab edt butidrecb'diicats , and 
the wages of onieof outs isYbubleas mai beaſt df is archers. Theſomerce- 
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narie. ſoldiers the King ſhould havepaid,, butas tonching the Florentinesthey 
{bould haue paid their forces chemlncs: TheDuke of Ferrara alſo, the Mar- 
ques of Mantua and Bentiuoille, offered this aide vpon their owne charge, for 
they hoped to conquer in the Duchie of Milan as much as ſhould counteruaike 
their coſt; And if the Duke of Milan had been ſuddenly inuaded by the Duke 
of Orleans, andall theſe aboue rehearſed at one inftant, his confederates (name- 
ly. che Venetians) could not haue ſuccoured him ( though they would have 
ſpent all their treaſure in bis defence) before he muſt haue been forced to re- 
uolr to the King , who would haue kept theſe Italians in the field a long time. 
Avndthe Duchie of Milan being once woon, therealme of Naples would haue 
yeelded of it felfe. 

-/Fhe ſtay of this goodly enterpriſe proceeded of the Duke of Orleans , who 
'{addenly altcred his minde the night before he ſhould haue departed : for he 
-bad already ſeat before him all things neceſlarie for his perſon , and none remai- 
ned to depart but himſelfe onely : for the army was in a readineſſe, their wages 
-paid them, and they all gone beforeto Aſt, being to the number of eight hun- 
dred men of artnes French, and fix thouſand footmen : among the which were 
fower hundred Swiſſers. Butthe ſaid Duke of Orlcans being thus ſuddenly al- 
tered; beſought the King twice, to propound this matter againe to his Counſell, 
and ſo he did; my elfe being preſent at the debating of ie both times, and the 
whole Counſell concluded that he ſhould go, nor one man ſpeaking to the con- 
erary: notwithſtanding that there were preſent at each timeten or twelue Coun- 
fllors attheleaſt. And ſure ſo had it been moſt conuenient, conſidering that 
-we had therofafſured our friends in Italy aboue named : all che which had been 
at great charges, and were ina readineſſe.. But the Duke of Orleans being pre- 
fentatthedebating of this matter himſelfe, made an{wer (cither by the aduile of 
fame one , or for that he ſhunned thisenterpriſe, becauſe he ſaw the King euill 
diſpoſed of his body , whoſe heire he ſhould be if he died) that he would never 
take vpon himthis voiage for his owne particular quarrell, but willingly by the 
Kings commiandement as his licutenant,, with the which anſwer the counſell a- 
' - roſe. The next day and many daies after, the ambaſſadors of Florence and di- 

.. ners0thers, preſſed the Kingearneftly to command the Duke ro depart. Where- 
- : untotheKinganlwered, that he would-never force him to the wars againſt his 
. will, Thus was this voiage daſhed to the Kings great griefe, both becauſe of the 


', t .reatcharges be had ſuftained ; and alſo becauſe he was in good hope (if it had 


= have been reuenged ofthe D. of Milan,conlidering what intelli- 
-gehces the. hadalready, and what other incelligences he might haue hadat that 
zime, by meanes of Maſter Job» lames of Treuoul, lieutenant generall for him and 
the Duke of Orleans in theſe Italian wars, who was a Milanois borne, and very 
well beloved and friended in his countrey , where he had good intelligence with 
whriy both of his kinſmenand others. This —nge thus failing another ſuc- 
' - aceded, yeatwoor threeataclapagainſt Genua : where the people are euer incli- 
ritd-to-diuiſionz one of theſe enterpriſes was managed by Maſter Baptifte de 

id & who was chiefe of one of the faQtions in the towne, but baniſhed, 
and his faction of no authoritie at that time, neither yetthe houſe of Orie, who 
are gentlemen,and they of Fourgon(i none. T he ſaid D'Ories take part withthe 
Fourgouſes, but none of them may be Duke, becauſe they are gentlemen , for 
— be Duke of Genuas þut this Beuife had been Duke not long 
before ,-and. Joſtthe gouertment by thetrecherie of his vncklerhe Cardinall of 
Genua, who of late yeeres pur the Seniorie of Genua into the Duke of Miles 
Ss 
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hands. So thar at this preſent the aobraes goutraed Genuay, who inlike manger 

areno gentlemen, buthauc often beet» Dukes þybelpe of the Spinoles wha are 

gentlemen-3iſo-that che gentlemen njake che {luke of Genus { -þue canngr be 

Dukes themſelues, This £aptiflirrukted that bid ation would ariſe inhis angr, 

both in che rowne and' countrey,aodthattherowoebeing regontred the four 

raigntie thereof ſhould. remaineto:the King,butbeand his fahian gouergg and 

baniſh their enimies. Thaother enterpriſe was this, divers, of Sauenneadprelr , 
{ed themlſelues to the Cardinal SaintBanr nd kinable3,and prothiled to yesldahy gw on 
townerto him, boping thereby to recoudr thtivlibertie; bod they are VNd&&EHE borne at $a. 
Genuois gouernment; and pay tribyteta them. thwe had entred neo $his plage, vonnes 
Genua ſhould haue been greatly diſtreſſed; che adunerey. dE.Provence. beige 
ſubjeftionro the King, and Sanripwhalyer hiedavititn, Whepefſore the King 

being aduerriſed of all rheſc encet prifes, wrateroMlaker Joby Jamer of Trevonlio 

aide Maſter Baptiſte de Campeſourgouſe with farce torbnucighhin tothegatt 

Genna, to fee whether his faftion wauld ariſe inns fauour.:: And onche gther 

lide he was fo carneſtly preſſed by the Cardinall Saint Peter ad Havrals., thathe 

{ent other letters at the telte ſame timeto the ſaid Maſter John limes, commandi 

him to lend the ſaid Cardinall men to conucigh him ro. Sanonne; and rheljke 
commandement ſenthe him alſo by mouth by the Lord of Sernon in Prouence, 

who was great friend corhe laid Cardinalland aſtout talker. Bdlides theſe two 

am —ng: , came yetatinrd , which was, that the ſaid. Maſter John James 

ſhould retire into ſome place wherehe might conveniently aide both theſe par- 

ties aboue mentioned, and yer attemptnothing againſt the Duke of Milan, nor 

thetreatic of peace made theſummer betore.with him , which commandement 

was cleane contrary to the two former. Loh IS I 

Thus you ſe how great Princesaffaires aregourrned when they vaderftand: - + --+-- : 
them not them(ſthucs, but commandierters and diſpatch men ypona ſuddehy be- ©? 
fore they hearemarters well debated. For as touching the CR of Maſter ++; 
Baptiſte de Campep. and the ſaid Cardinall, it was impothbleto Gtishe rhemborh ac ' - 
once, for Baptiſte durit not gotothe wals'of Genua without great force, becaule . . 
the towneis very populous, and thepeople well armed , and bardy and valiane *- + --: 
fotdiers : wherefore if Maſter /ob» /ames thould/ati che ſametime have lent men — 
alſo to the Cardinall, hisarmy had been divided into three companies ; for part. + 
of the force muſt haue remained with himſelfe. Inthe mcanerime diucrs bands X 
arrived at Genua,and at Sauonne,ſentthither by the Quke of Milan and che: Vit 42d 
netians, who both feared greatly the reuolt of Genua, as did alſo Dom-Frederict | » » 
and the Pope. FF > | 
Beſides theſe twoenterpriſes, the faid Maſter Joh» 1zmeshad yet a third in his = 

head, of his owne deviſe, which was this, he would hane broken off both rbefe wy 
ocher enterpriſes, and hauemarched with the whole force traightagainſt the 

Duke of Milan, and vndoubtedly if he had not been countermaunded, he would 
'hauedote ſome great exp'oir. His enterpriſe he was alreadyentred inco,and had 
aduertiſed rhe King thereof, pretendingthart he could noc other wiſe aide them 

that ſhould go to Genua or Sauonnerd the emterpriſes aboue mentioned. VV her- 
fore vnder colour thereof, he led hisarmy into the high way between Alexan- 
dria and Genua (which wasthe onely waycheDuke of Milan could (end to in- 
-uate our bands thac thoutd;go ro Getmaand Sanonne) and threeor fower {mall 
x0wnes he cooke, which voluncarilyreceived him, aduercifingrhe King thatthis 
-notwichſtanding, he made no'war vponthe Dukeof Milan, fecing he was forced 

of necefhtie ( for the ſafetie of thole that ſhould go tothe other enterpriſes) to 


doe 
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doe as he did t adding , 'thatthe King conld nor be faidro warre vpon the 
Duke of Milan; for leekingroconquer Genua becauſe they were 
held of him and forfeited ro'him 4 bur rthisencerprile ed bythe Kings 
commandement.--Furcher , vo fatisfie the Cardinall,\the ſaid Maſter Joby 1ames 
lent him part of thearmy to conucigtrhimtoSanonne, burhe found the place 
manged;and thereupon gaueouer his enterpriſeandreturned. Helentmen alſo 
to Maſter _ to conucigh him ro Genua;who affured him that hisenterprile 

 ſhouldrake effeR: but when he wasthresor fower leagues pon the way, they 
thatiaccompanied him began'to' be ielous of him, a3 wellthe Almaines as the 
French, 'wherein notwithſtanding char chey did him wzong, yer ſure their com- 
party being bur ſmall, ſhowld have putchemſcluesin grear danger, if they had 
gone to Genua, and hisfa&tion had norhapned to ariſe... Thus all theſe enterpri- 
ſespedeuill, and rhe Duke of Milan, who had been greatly diſtreſſed, if Maſter 
Tob# Tapes had been [uffered to inuade him with the whole torce;was now.ſtrong; 
fot the Venetians had ſent divers bands'to his aide,  Whereupon gerarmy reti- 
red;our foormen were diſmiſſed, and theſelixtlerownesthat weretakenbando- 
ned-/and thus ended theſe warres, ſmally tothe Kings profit, who conſumed in- 
finite treaſure therein, 57 ng %) birt 25; 


Fy 2 Chap. _- Of certaine controuerfies between King Clarles and my 
TRAK! raude King of Caſtile , and of the ambnſſadors that . 1. 
were ſent to and fro to pacifie wt: 
them. | 


6) Hat hapned from the Kings returne outof Italy (which was 
& aboutrhreeor fower moneths before the end ofthe yeere 


ne Cardinal 6/8 495-)rillche begiuning ofthe yeere 1498:] hauealready 
indeede was "Y rehearſed : for all that ſpace I was reſident in the Court, 
> neural + SS and preſent at the debating of moſt part of thoſe affaires. 
Naples, and x The King rode abont from Lyons to Moulins, and from 
Raied all di.-Wf";F Moulins to'Fours, haldingtourncies andivſtsin all places, 
—_ n and minding nothingelſe. Thoſe that were of the grea- 


money: wher-teſt authoritieabout him ; were ſo divided, that morethey could not be ; for 
byit ws F{omeof them would thatthe conqueſt of Naples ſhould ſtill continue, becauſe 
he hadintel- their profit and credit depended thereupon,namely, the Cardinall *, and the Se- 
ligence with neſcha!l*, who gouerned allthe Kings affaires ; antheother lide, the Admiral, 
pe pee Who before this voiage had borne all the ſway with the yoong King, would in 
wardly beſee-any wiſe thar theſe Italian enterpriſes ſhould ceaſe, and trauelled to overthrow 
mec's iriend rhem, knowing that the quailing of them would curne greatly ro his profit, and 
priſe. bea meanes whereby he might recouer his formercreditand authoritic, and the 
2 The Seneſ-igthers fall into difgrace. | | | 
chall came bY:,./Thus paſſed the Kings affaires about ayeere anda halfe, during the which 
realm of Na-fpace he ſent ambaſſadors to the King and Queene of Caſtile; who were in 
pics into, Warre with him, and whoſe friendſhip he greatly defired , becauſe they were 
mavnd 2ide, Mighty both by ſea and land. And. notwithſtanding that they did no great ex- 
bur beforebe ploit vpon the land , = had they ſent __ aide —=_ King Ferrande and 
the realme King Frederick of Naples : for the yle of Sicilie js diſtant from Reges in Ca- 
was loſt. Jabria bnt a league and a halfe, ſo that fome hold. opinion it was once-firme 
gs 1.2. land with Italie 3, and that the ſea breaking in, made'this ſtraight + now named 
4 This ſtraight wascalled in times paſt Pretum Siculum, in the which art the famous rocke of Sy{a and gulfe of Charibds. * 
oh the 
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the Far 5 of Meſſhine. The (aid yle of Sicilie wasthen and yet is, in ſubicion to 5 Pho here 
the King and Queene of Caltile, who ſent from thence greataide to Naples , as — : 
well of great (hips called Carauels that came our of Spaine,as alſo otmen, More- thep, bank 
ouer, inthe yle of Sicilic it ſelte,a company omen ofarmes was leuted,the which tone Prin +, 
paſſed into Calabria with a certaine.number of genetaries 5, and made war vpon Meffne, wat 
the Kings torces there. Belides this, their ſhips were continually with the con- the very 
federares nauie, by meanes whereof, when all their forces were togerher, the 2" bc 
King was much roo weake for his enimies vpon the ſea, but otherwiſcrhe King and S«.}.c, 0 
of Caftije endammaged hifn not much. Trueit is, that oncea great company = loghe © 
of horſemen.cntred into Languedock, and ſpoiled the countrey, and lodged init fs w_ 
three or tower daics z but other exploit did they none. Then the Lord of Saint mohes re ugh 
Andre in Bourbonnois, who defended thoſe frontiers for the Duke of Bougbon \1*ts** 
the Kings lieutenant in Languedock, attemptedto take Sauſſes a little townein the fraghe 1s 
the countrey of Roulhillon, becauſe on thar (1de they had inuadedthe Kings do. 191 names 
minions about two yeeres betore. For you hall vnderſtand, that the King had x "Theſe be 
reſtored vntothem the ſaid countrey of Routh!lon?, whereof the territoric of Sp-n1ſl hor(e. 
Parpignan is parcell, in the which this little rowne of Sauſſes is ſituate. His en- M119 mes 
terpriſe was great and dangerous, for thetrowne was well manned thongh it were nets * 
but ſmall,and a great number of gentlemen of the King of Caſtiles houſe were 7 V"-<r#and 
within it ; beſides thar, their army being ſtronger than ours lay abroad inthe yjvvc ts 
fields encamped within a league ofthe place : yet notwithſtanding the faid Lord Naples. 
of Saint Andre lo wilely & cloſely guided his chterpriſe,that withyn ten hqures 
he tooke the towne by aſſault, as my ſelte can witneſle, and art the breach were 
{lainethirty or forty Spaniſh gentlemen of marke, among whom was the Arch- 
biſhop of Saint Iames his ſonne, belides three or fower hundred common ſol- 
diers. They thought not that the towne could haue been caken fo ſuddenly ; 
for they vnderſtood not the feate of our artillerie,which vndoubredly is the beſt 
in the world: 

This is all the exploit that was done betweene theſe two Princes, whereof 
though theeftefts were but ſmall : yer great was the ſhame and diſhonor the K. 
of Caltile receiued thereby, his army being ſo ſtrong asit was : but where God 
is diſpoſed to puniſh, commonly ſuch ſmall ſcourges runne before. For the ſaid 
King and Queene of Caſtile were (hortly after otherwiſe punithed, and ſo were 
wealſo. But ſure as touching them they much ſtained their honor in violating 
their oath giuen to the King, who had dealt ſo bountifully with them , by reſto- 
ring them the countrey of Rouſhllon, the fortification and defence wherof had 
been ſo chargeableto his father, who had it in pawn forthree hundred thouſand 
crownes, which ſumme alſo the King forgaue them, all cortheend they ſhould 
not impeach nor hinder his voyage to Naples. Moreouer , they renued the an- 
cient league between Fraunce and Caſtile, which is between King and Kim, 
realme and realme, and man and man of their ſubiefs, and promiled not to hin- 
der his ſaid conqueſt, nor marry any of their daughters into Naples, England 
or Flanders, which ſtraight offer of mariage proceeded of themſclues: for a 
Frier Franciſcan called Frier /ohn de Maulcon made this ouuerture on the Queene 
of Caſtiles behalfe. Yetall chis notwithſtanding ſo ſoone as they law the war be- 
gun, and heard that the King was at Rome, they ſentambaſſadors round about 
to enter ihto league againſt him , and namely to Venice, I being there preſent, 
where the league aboue mentioned was concluded between the Pope, the 
King of Romans, them, the Seniorie of Venice, andthe Duke of Milan : im- 


mediately whereupon they inuaded the Kings dominiens, allcaging that ſuch a 
Gg promiſe 


8 They con- 
quered Gra. 
nado anno 
1486, which 
the Sarracens 
had held 700, 
yeeres. 
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promiſe was not to beperformed, meaning the mariage of their children (being 
fower daughters and one ſonne) into the houſes aboue mentioned, which ouuer- 
ture notwithſtanding proceeded of themlelues, as before you haue heard. 

But to returne to the matter. Aftertheſe wars in Italic were ended, and all loft 
it the realme of Naples ſaue Caietta, which the King yet held when theſe trea- 
ties of peace began between him and the King and Queene of Caſtile : but ſoon 
afterloſtalſo, and the wars in the countrey of Rouſhillon being in like manner 
ended, fo that none ſought to endammage other, bur each party to defend their 
owne : they ſent to King Charles a gentleman accompanied with certaine Monks 
of Montferrat, for all their affaires they gouerned by ſuch men, either to ſaue 
charges thereby, or to diſſemble by ſuch inſtruments with the leſle ſuſpition , as 
for example they did by John de Maulcon the Frier Franciſcaneaboue named, who 

erſwaded the King to reftore vnto them the countrey of Rouſillon, Theſe am- 
baſladors at their firſt audience, beſought the King to forget the great wrong the 
King and Queene had done him, Inamealwaies the Queene becauſe the crowne 
of Caftilemooued by her, and becauſe her authoritic was greater there than her 
husbands : and vndoubtedly this was a very honorable mariage between the K. 
her husband and her. Then theſe ambaſſadors began to treat of truce, deſiring 
to haucall their league comprehended therein. The ouuertures they made were 
theſe : that the King ſhould keep the poſſefſhon of Caietta, and the other places 
he yer held in the realme of Naples, and that during the truce he might viAtuall 
them at his pleaſure, Further, that there ſhould bea place aſſigned whither all 
the Princes of the league ſhould ſend their ambaſſadors (at the leaſt, as many 
as would) to treat of peace, the which being concluded : the ſaid King and Queen 
meant to continue their conqueſt orenterpriſe againſt the Moores, and ro paſle 
the ſea out of Granado into Africke, there to inuade the King of Feſſa who was 
their next neighbour onthat ſide. Notwithſtanding ſome were of opinion that 
they meant rather ro hold themſelues contented with that they had already 
conquered, I meanethe realme of Granado, which vndoubtedly was the grea- 
teſt and honorableſt conqueſt that hath been obtained in our time *®; yea ſuch 
as their predeceſſors were nenerable to atchicue. And I wiſh with all my heart 
forthe honor 1 bearethem , that they had neuer mooued other warre than this, 
but had faithfully performed their promiſe to the King. The King ſent the 
Lord of Clerieux in Daulphine backe into Caſtile with their ambaſſadors, and 
ſought to conclude a peace or truce wherein their confederates ſhould not be 
comprehended : notwithſtanding if he had accepred their offer made by theſe 
their ambaſſadors, he had faued Caietta, which had been ſyfhcient for the re- 
couerie of the whole realme of Naples, conſidering the great fauour he had 
there. The faid de Clerieux at his returne brought a new ouuertute (for Caictta 
wis loft before he entred into Caſiile) which was, that the King and they ſhould 
renew their former ancient league , and attempt between them at equal! char- 
ges the conqueſt of all Italy , whereat the two Kings ſhould betogether in = 
on : burthey ſaidthey would firſt conclude a generall truce, wherein all their 
league ſhould bee comprehended , and then afhigne a diet at ſome place in 
Piemont, whither cucry of their confederates ſhould ſend their ambaſſadors, 
to the ende they might honorably depart from their ſaid league. All this 
ouuerture as we ſuſpeRed then and vnderſtood perfetly afterward , was but 
meere diſimulation to wintime, to the end King Ferrend while heliued , and 
afterward Dom Frederick newly crowned King might repoſe themſelues: not- 
withſtanding [ thinke they wiſhed with all their hearts the ſaid realme of Naples 


ro 
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ro be their owne, and ſure they had betrertitle roir, than they that poſſeſledir 9. 9 Hom they 


Bur vndoubredly the houle of Anious:z@ght which the King had was the beſt, ;/. 2nd bow 


alchough co ſay the truth conlidering both che {eate of che countrey, and the difthe houſe of 
poſition of che people rhatinhabite it, methinke he hath belt right to itthat can wy _— 


ger it, forthey delire nothing buralceration. The K. atterward ſent the aboue degree in the 


named de Clerieux backe againe into Caſtile and one Michael.of Grammont with nd of the 
ce wi 


him, with certaine other ouuertures, "This de Cleriewx bare ſome aftetion to _ 
theſe Princes of Arragon, and hoped to obtaine of chem the Marquiſat of Co- 10 Their &- 


ughter 


tron in Calabria, which the King of Spaine conquered in the laſt roiage thathis 4! - we 
men madethither. The ſaid de Cleriewx pretended itlero it, and he is a good Alphonſe S——_ 
plaine dealing man, and one that willealily giue credit, eſpecially to ſuch perſo- ot Porwgale, 


nagesas theſe were. At his ſecond returne he brought with him an ambaſlſad ——— 
trom the King and Queene, and made his reportto the King, which was, that of Perngalh, 
they would hold themſelues contented with that part of the realme of Nap = brake his 
thac lies next to Sicilie (zo wit, Calabria) for the righrthat they pretended to the —— poo 


ſaid realme, and that the K. ſhould hold the reft : and farther that the ſaid K. of is — 
in tis C 3p. 


Caſtile would bein perſon ar this conquelt , and beareequall charges in allcbings ,, 116.0... 
with the King, and indeed he held then and yer holdeth fower or fiue ſtrong the married 


places in Calabria, wherd6f Cotron is one, which is a good and a well fortified of PR 
ks) 


citic. I was preſent at this report,which ſeemed vnto moſt of vs but meereabule a; is menuo- 


and diſimularion. Wherefore it was derermined that ſome wile man ſhould be 2<d Do | 
nexe chaprer, 


ſent ro them to ſound the botrom of this onucrture, and thereupon the Lord of ,,7\ 1... - 


Bouchage was ioyned in commithon with the formerambaſladors*: he was a childe. bed. 
man of deep iudgment, and onethar had beenin great credit with King Lewis, \"7 Puke of 


and ſo is healſo at rhis preſent with King Charles his ſonne. The Spaniſh ambal- ang heire to 
fador thar came with de Clerifhx would neuer auow his report, but anſwered that — 
he thought the ſaid de Clerienx $ould nor make the report, ifthe King his Maſter ,1;.* =—_— 


andthe Queene had not willed him ſo &© doe ; which an{wer cauſed vs ſomuch the ſecond F 
hat aug ter :an 


che moreto ſuſpect their diſl,mulation: beſides that, no man would beleeue that enter cand 
the King of Caſtile would goe in-perſon intoltaly , or that he either would or of wales ſon 
could bearcequall charges with the King, + . EG 

After the faid Lords of Bouchage; Clerieux, and Michael of Grammont with (je At» 


the reſt of their collegues werecomero the King and Queene 'of Caſtiles court; the four 


chey lodged them in a place where no man could cometo commune with them, 7.0 TH 
for the which purpoſeallo certaine were appointed to watch their lodgings. But reporteth ro 
they chemſelues ſpakerhriſe with them : and whetithe ſaid av Bocbage aquertt: Þ<2:thareime 
ſed them of the reportaboue mentioned made tothe King by de Cleriewx,and ;fgerward ma. 
Michael of Grammont: they anſwered that they would _—_— them- ried co the 


ſame Fmanucl 


ſelues ro concludea peace for the Kings honor and profit. And as touching the 7. Ports 


faid report, they confefled that indeed ſuch ſpeech had paſſed them by way of ter eld 
communication tr not otherwiſe, with the whichanſwer deCleriesx being dil- — - 
contented and not without cauſe, aduowed his report to be true for them both, ; ,,..,c4wo 
in theprefence of the ſaid Lord of Bouchage, who with therelſt of his compamni- fitters both 


ons concluded a truce, (the King baning two months reſpittoaccept it or refuſe — 


it) wherein their confederates were not comprehended, bur their ſonnes in law, ible. The el- 
and the fathers of their ſonnes in law, namely the Kings of Romanesand En- =_ — 


gland ** ( forthe Prince of Wales wasatrhat time very yoong ) were compre- ;,; the ſecond 
hended therein, they had fower daughters, the eldeſt of the which wasa wid- 7«»e,thethird 


K there, 2nd 


dow, and had been married to the King of Portugales ſonne thar laſt died, 


who brake his necke before her as hee paſſed. a carreer vpon a ginnet within aric. 
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three moneths after their mariage. The ſecond and the third were maried the 
onein Flaunders,and the other in England, and the fourth is yet ro marry. At- 
ter the Lord of Bouchage was returned , and had made his report, the Kingper- 
ceived that de Cleriewx had been too credulous , and that he had done wilcly in 
ſending dw Boxchage thither , becauſe he was now aſſured of that which before he 
ſtood in doubt of. The ſaid de Bexchage aduertiſed him further, that he could ecf- 
fet nothing but the concluſion of the truce, the which he had liberty either to 
accept or retule at his pleaſure. The King accepted it, and ſure it ſerued him to 
good purpoſe: for it was the breach of their league which ſo much had troubled 
bis affaires, and which hitherto he could by no meanes difſolue,notwithſtanding 
that he had attempted all waies poſhble. Thirdly, the ſaid de Bewchage informed 
the King, that the King and Queene of Caſtile had promiſed him at his depar- 
ture to ſend ambaſſadors immediately after him, with full authoritic to conclude 
peace. Laſtly,he told him,that at his departure he left the Prince of Caftile their 
onely ſonne extreame licke. 


Chap. 17. Adiſcourſe of the misfortanes that hapned to 
the houſe of Caſtile, inthe Lord of 
Argentons time. 


QP H E aid du Boxchage about ten or twelue daies after his re- 
rurne, receiued newes from one ofthe Kings heraules, whom 
g heleft behinde him in Caſtile, coconuey the ambaſſage that 
ſhould come into Fraunce; that the ſending of the ſaid am- 


occupation ceaſed from their labour fo es, as their ambaſſadors afterward 
aduertiſed me, and euery man was clothed inthicke blacke cotton ; fo that the 
noble men and gentlemen couered their mules therewith downe to the knees, in 
ſuch ſortthat only their eyes appeared. Moreouer,blacke banners were ſet ypon 
the gates of euery town. When theſe pititull newes came to the cares of the La- 
dy Margaret, daughter tothe King of Romanes, ſiſterto the Archduke of Au- 
frich, and wife to the ſaid Prince : {hee ſuddenly fell in trauell being gone (ixe 
moneths with childe, and was deliuered of a daughter dead borne. Were not 
theſe gricuous tidings to theſe Princes ? yes vndoubtedly,and ſo much the more 

rieuous, becauſe they had bitherto raigned with ſuch honor, and lived in ſuch 
Falicitie , that God ſeemed wholy bent to aduance them, and the world to ho- 
nour them, more than any other Prince living, For they poſſeſſed larger and 
ampler dominions than any Prince in Chriſtendome ( I meane: of inberi- 
: Thishelee- rance*) they bad brought their ſubjeAs to due obedience, and were in _ 
| prcauſe che * health as touching their perſons. Moreouer,they had obtained this goodly con- 
empire was queſt of Granado, and cauſed a King renowmed through the whole world , to 
.- mpg out ofltaly, and faile of his enterpriſe, which they accounted agreat mat- 
Emperors in- ter, as did the Kos himſelfe alſo, who vnder colour of the ſaid conqueſt of 
hernance. Granado wguld hane giuen them the title of Mo# Chriftian, and taken it 

fromthe King of Fraunce, fo farre foorth that divers letters he ſent them with 
that ſuperſcription. But perceiuing many of his Cardinals to gaineſay . , 
e 
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he gaue them another, to wit, the title of 240i Cathobike , which continueth yer; 
andis {till like ro continueat Rome. But inthe middeſt of allcheſe their good 
ſacceſſes, hapned this their ſonnes death , which ſo much rormented them , that 
it ſeemed fully ro tounteruailealltheir former honor and felicitie. © _. _/;/ | 

Yet was not this their laſt trouble, for theireldeſt daughter whom they lo- 
ued aboucall their children next to their ſonne thePrinceot Caftile lately dgcea- 
ſed, was forced to depart from them, being athancedalitrle before the ſaid 
ces death, to Emanuel King of Portugale, a yaong Princelately comers the 
crowne by ſucceſhon, after thedeath of the bloudy.Kingof Portugale laſt derea- 
ſed; who'cruelly cauſed to be beheaded his wiues father, and flew afterward ber 
brother; being elder brortfer ro this King of Portugale:now raigning, whom al- 
fo he held in great teare. Hg murthered hkewiſe with-his owpe hand hisowne 
brother as he fate ar dinner with him, in the preſence-of. his wiſe, to the end be 
might make a baſtard that he had bis beire. Burt haning committed theſe cwo 
cruell murthers >, he beganto live in greatfeare and ſuſpicion, and ſoon after loſt 
his onely ſonne, who brake his neckeas before you have heard ; in paſſing a car- 
reer vpon a gennet : which ſonne was this| Ladies fieſthusband,now mentioned, 
who maricd at this preſent the King of Portugale nawraigning; ſo thatſhe hath 
been twiſe maried into Portugale, Sheisa Lady asthereport goeth, worthy to 
be compared in wiſdome and vertue,with the worthieſt in the world. Burt to pro- 
ceed in the rehearfall of the miſeries thathapned rq this houſe of Caſtile in ſhore 
ſpace,you {hall vnderſtand that this K.and Queene of Caſtile ( who had liugd in 
ſuch glory and felicitie till chis-preſent,'rhat is to ſay;ti}l rhe fifrieth,& the rill the 
ewoand hftieth yeere of their age) had- giuen their daughter in mariagerg the 
K.of Portugale tor divers teſpetts : firſttorthe end they mighthaye no enimie in 
Spaine, which is allvnder their ſubietion ſaue Navarre, whereof alſo they dil- 
poſe at thei pleaſure, for they bold fower of the ſtrongeſt places init : ſeconda- 
rily, to pacifie/by that meanes the cohtention that, was about the ſaid Ladies 


2 Vnderſtand 
the two firſt 
murthers, of 


his wmcs fa. « 


ther 2nd bro« 
ther: for his 
ſonne was 
dead before 
he ſlew his 
own brother, 


dowric and her mariage money 3: thirdly, to benefic therby certaine noble men , yage:9.na 
of Portugale their friends. For you ſhall vnderftand that divers Lords and hirdowriefor 
gentienen were bani{hgd the realme, and had loſtall their lands by attaintureat co _ 


the fame time that the K. that laſt died put todeath the two Lords aboue men- 
rioned, the which attainture ſtood yet in full force : notwithſtanding thatthe 
only cauſe pf their attainture,was for that they had attempted to make him King 
of Portugale that now raigneth. Theſe Lords therefore and gentlemen were by 
meanes of this fhariage recompenſed in Caſtile by the King and Queene, and 
their lands which they had forfeited in Portugale by attainture , aſſigned tothe 
Queene of Portugale (now mentioned) daughter to'the faid King and Queene 
of Caſtile. But notwithſtanding all theſe conliderations; thefaid K. and Queene 
repented them of this marriage : for you ſhall vnderſtand that chere is no nation 
inthe world thgt the Spaniards bate' more than the Poreugales , ſo farreforrh 
thar they diſdameagd ſcorne rhem : wherefore the faid King and Queene lamen- 
ted much that they had beſtowed their daughter ypona manthar ſhould not be 
beloued in thercalme of _— and their other dominions ; andif the mariage 
had been then vnmade, they Would neuer have madeit, which vndoubtedly 
ygas 2 great coroliue to them, yer notbing fo great as this, that ſhe ſhonld de- 
part from then. Notwithſtanding , after all their forrowes ended, they led 
their aid daughter and ſonnein law through all the chiefe cities of their realme, 
and made the faid King of Portugale to bte receiued for their Prince; and their 
daughrer for Princeſſe, and proclaimed them their ſucceſſors after their death. 

Gg 3 Some 
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Some comfort they recciued after all theſe ſorrowes , forthey were aduertiſed 
thatthe ſaid Lady Princefle of Caſtile and Queene of Portugale,. was great with 
childe z butthisioy proouedin theend double griefe, ſo that I thinke they wi- 
ſhed themſelues our of the world : for this Lady whom they'lo tenderly Joued 
and {o much eſteemed, died intraucll of the faid childe,not paſta moneth agone, 
and yeare nowin Ooberin the yeere 1498. butthe childe liueth 4 and is cal- 


-- led Emanuel after his fathers name. All thele great misfortunes hapned to them 
rerwars,and in theſpace of three moneths. | 


| cxh99 AY of Now. to retnrne to the! eftate of Fraunce, You ſhall vnderftand that abouc 
724d rw fower or five moneths beforethe ſaid Ladies death ,-a grear misfortune bapyed 
Fane the (e- alſo in this realtne: I meanethe death of King Charles the eight, whereof hereat- 
cond 9203"- ter you ſhall heare at large: It ſeemed therefore that God beheld both theſe hou- 
Philip Duke ſes with an angry countenance, and would not that the one realme ſhonld ſcorne 
of ns the other. Foralthough thedeath of a Prince ſceme bur a trifle to many , yetic 
the Emperoe iS{ure far otherwiſe: tor change of the Prince neuer hapneth inany realme, bur 
Charles the fift. jt traineth with'ir great ſorrowes and troubles ; and notwithſtanding that ſome 
Further,y0u paine by it, yetan hundred'fold more loſe, becauſeat an alteration men are for- 
ſtand that our ced to change their manner and forme of liuing : for that that pleaſeth one 
authors m<+ Prince, diſpleaſeth another. W herefore (as before [ haue ſaid) ifa man well con- 
him here: for ſider the ſharpe and ſudden puniſhments that God hath laid vpon great Princes 
this Princes within theſe thirty yeeres, in Fraunce, Caſtile, Portugale, England, Naples, 
name 7. ** Flaunders, and Britaine, he ſhall findethat they haue been heavier and grieuou- 
Conmines here ſer than hapned in two hundred yeeres before : and whoſoeuer would take in 
wrieth, but hand to diſcourſe vpon all the particular misfortunes thar my ſelfe haueſeene, 
cording to all and itt a manner knowen all the perſons as well menas women to whom they 
good authors hqne hapned, ſhould make thereof a huge volume and that of great admiration, 
—_— 5m Yea though it contained onely ſuch as haue chanced within theſeten yeeres, By 
& Porwgale, theſe puniſhments, the power of God ought to bethe better knowen , for the 
plagues he powreth downe vpon great perſonagesare ſharper, gricuouler, and 
endure longer than thoſe he ſendeth to the poorer ſort. To conclude therefore, 
me thinkeall things well weighed , that Princes are in no better eſtate ſm this 
* worldthanother men, if they conſider by the milcrics they ſee happen to their 
neighbours what may happen to themſelues. For as touching them they cha- 
ſice their ſubicAs at their pleaſures , and God diſpblerh of them at hjs pleaſure, 
becauſe other than him they haue none ouer them : but happy is rhe realme 
that is gouerded by a Prince that is wiſe and feareth God hid his comman- 

dements. | 
E baue briefly rehearſed the misfortunes that hapned in three moneths ſpace 
totheſe two great 3nd mighty realmes , which not long before were ſo inflamed 
the one againſt the other, ſo buſied inenlarging their dominions , and fo little 
contented with thatthey already poſſeſſed. And notwithſtanding that alwaies 
ſome (as before Ifaid ) reioyceat changes, and gaine by them : yetatthe firſt 
(cuen tothem) the death, eſpecially the ſudden death of their Prince is very 


dreadfull and dangerous. . 
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f Will beereceaſe farther to diſcourſe of. the affaiggg gt Italie 
W- and Caltile, and returne. to our wag particular ſorrowes 
d andrtroubles in-Fraunce ,, which nogwithſtanding were 

plealant newes happily tg-thole that, gained by them. I 

will write ofthe ſudden deach of Kjng Charles theeight, 

who being in biscaſtellof Amboiſe, bad begun the. ſump- 
tuouſeſt building , both jh che caſtle and the rayae, that 
y any King tooke in hand-theſe hundred, yecres, agappea- 

reth by the rowers, vp tothe which men ride on horſebacke;\and by the-founda- 

tion laid in the towne,the platformes whereof were drawne offuch exquilienes, 

that they well declared itto be a worke of maruellous charge, and that could nor 

haue beene finiſhed in long time. For you. thall vaderſtand,, that the King bad 
brought with him from Naples, many excellent workemen ig all kind of arts, e(- 
pecially grauersand painters, and ſure i ſeemed by the foundatzon,an enterpriſe 

ofa yoong King that thought not rodie, but hoped of log ls: tor hetoyned, 
cogither all the goodly things that gyere commended to him , were they 'in 
Fraunce, Italy, or Flaunders, Further, he continued, ſtill deſirovs to returne in- 

ro Italie, and confeſſed thathe had committed manyerrors in his voiagethither, 

and oftentimes rehearſed them , determining-if his fortune wereto returne a- 
gaine and recouer his loſſes 3to giue better order Þrthe defenſe of rhe countrie. 
Therecouery alſo whereof ( becauſe he had great, intelligence in all places) hee Y 
purpolſed toattempt, and to ſend thither fifreene hundred men of armes, Irali- 
ans, vnder the leading of the Marqueſle of Mantua, the Y7/ins; the Yitellies, and . 
the przfet of Romebecebes to the Cardinall Saint Meter ad Yimeuls, Moreouer, 
Monſeur 4 Aubigny who hag done him fo great ſervice in Calabria, was ready to 

take his journey towards Florence; for the Florentines offered to beare the halfe 

of theſe charges for ſixe moneths, tothe end the King with thele forces aboue 
mentioned, might firſt rake Piſa *, at the leaſt the ſmall places about it , and then * ynderfand, 
altogitherenter intotherealme of Naples, from whence meſſengers came daily tothe end he 
co him. Alexander the Pope that now is, praQtiſed with him, and offered to be- 32% 0512 
come his perfe& friend ;for there wasa breach betweene himand the Yenerians, rencines. 
fo far foorth that he ſenta ſecret meſſenger into Fraunce, whom my ſelfe conuei- 

ed into the Kirigs chamber a little betore his death. The Venetians were ready 

ro praiſe againſt Milan: as touching _— have heard how it wasafteted 

to him. The King of Romanes deſired nothing ſo auch as his friendſhip, and 


n 
that they two might ioynetheir forces togither, ro recouer 'that which apper- 
eaincth ro chem in Italy : for the ſaid Adaximiliap was great enemie tothe Venetl-. 
ans, becauſe they withhold divers things both from the houſe of Auſtrich (wher- ol as 
of he is heire) and alſo from the empire P T* : M9 , houſcof Au- 
Moreouer, the Kirig was well diſpoſed a little before his death to lead big life Friehaparrot 
accordingto the commandetnents of God , to reforme all abuſes in the law and — 
the Church, and todiminifſh his receits and revenues, purpoling to leuy. of his exxplee of Fa 
02 an - 


, people only twelue hundred thouſand frankes ouer and aboue his G—_ —_—_ 
whic 
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which ſum the three eſtates granted him by way of ſubſidie at Towers at his firſt 
comming to the crowne, and this moneyhe meant to imploy vpon the defence 
of the realme. Butas touching himfelfe he would haue lived vpon his demeanes, 
according to themanner of tke#ncient Kings of Fraunce, and fo might he well 
haue done : for the demanes are great, yea ſo great ,\if they were well ordered, 
that they ſurmounta million offranks, certaine cuſtomes and ſubſidies bang an- 
nexedtothem. If this his determination had taken effe&t, hee ſhould thereby. 
muchkave caſed his'people, who pay at this preſent aboue rwo millions ahd/a 
halfe of franks by way of ſublidic. Moreouer , hee tooke great paines inrefqgs- 
ming the abuſes ofthe order of: Saint Benet, and other orders of religion : hee 
called neere about him holy religious men , and oftenheard them preach : hee 
would willingly havie brought to paſſe ifhe could, rhata Biſhop ſhould haue bad 
but oheBiſhopricke, and a Cardinall buttwo, and that the clergieThould haye 
been reſident vpomheir benefices : but it had been a hard matterto reforme the 
Church'men., He gaue greatalmes to poore people'a little before his death, as 
his confeſſor the Biſhop of Angers ( who was a worthy prelate) enformed me. 
Laſtly, he had bullft a publike audience where himſelfe heard the ſures of all men, 
eſpecially ofthe poore, and diſpatched many matters: my ſelfe aw him in this 
foetnh hourestogither but cight daics before his dearth , which was the laſt 
time that cuer I ſaw him : no matters of great importance were diſpatthed there, 
but by this meages he held men in fedre, eſpecially his officers, ſome alſo of the 
which hediſfplaced for extortion and briberie. £170 
But thecight day of Aprill, the yeereg 498. vpon Palme ſundayeuen, the 
King being in this glorie as touching the world, and in this good minde towards 
God ::departed out of the chamber of Queene Anne Duches of Britaine his wife, 
feadifig her with him to ſee the'tennice players in the trenches ofthe caftle, whi- 
ther he had never led her befSre ,'and they two entred rogither into a gallery, 
called Haquelebacs gallery, becauſe the ſaid Haquelebac had in times paſt held watch 
and ward init. It was the vncleaneſt place about the caftle , for every man made 


- waterthere, and theentrie into it was broken downe : moreouer, the King as he 


entred, knocked his browe againſt the doore ; notwithſtanding that he were of 
veryimall ſtature. Afterward he beheld agreat whilethe tennice playing , talk- 
ing familiarly with all men. My ſelfe was not preſent there, but his aid confeſſor 
the Biſhop of Angers, and thoſe of his chamber that were necreſt about him, 
haueenformed me of thisI write : for as touching my ſelfe, I was gone home 
eight daies before tq my houſe. Tke laſt word he ſPake being in health was, that 
he _— neuer after to commit deadly (inne, nor veniall if he could : in vttering 
the which words he fell backeward and loſt his ſpeech, about two of the clocke 
atafter noone, and abodein this gallery till eleven ofthe clocke at night. Thriſe 
he recovered his ſpeech, but it continued not with him, as the ſaid confeſſor told 
me, who had ſhriuen him twiſe that weeke, once of ordinarie,and once for thoſe 
thatcameto be cured ofthe Kings cuill. Euery man that lifted centred intothe 
gallerie, where he lay vponan olde mattreſle of ftrawe, from the which he neuer 
aroſe till he gaue vp the ghoſt, ſo thatnine howers hee continued vpon it. The 
faid conſeſſor who was continually by him told me,that all the threetimes he re- 
couered his ſpeech hee cried ; My God, and the glorious virgine Mary, Saint 
Claude, and Saint Blaſchelpeme. Thus departed out of this world this mighty 
p* ant Princein this miſerable place,not being able torecouer one poore cham- 
rtodie in: notwithſtanding that he had ſo many goodly houſes, and builc 
one ſo ſumptuous at thatpreſent. Theſerwo examples aboue rehearſed —_— 
rac 
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the greatnes of Gods power, and the ſhortnes and milerieof mans life, which 
traineth with it great cares, for the purchaſing of worldly goods and bonors, 
and (hew with all chat death is common to all zen , the which a Prince can no 


more auoidethan a poore plowman. 


Chap. 19. How the boly man,Frier Hierom was burned at Florence by the 
procurement of the Pope, and of digters Florentines 
and Yenettans his evemies. 


52 Hauetold you before in this diſcourſe of our voiage to Na- 
5 ples that there was at Florence a Frier 4acobin called Hie- 
{| R&SKE)] rome, who had been relidentehere the ſpace of fifceen yeeres, 
£7 e254 being a man famous for his holy life, and whom my ſelte aw 
2. andcommuncd with in the yeere of our Lord 1495. The 
Ys SD. ſaid Frier as aboue1s mentioned foretold diuers things, and 
TT tmcdalwaics that the K. ſhould paſſe over the mountains 
into Iraly, and preached (o openly, ſaying, that he vnderſtood both thisandall 
the other things whereof he {pake by reuelation. He (aid further, that the King 
was choſen of God to reforme the eltate ofthe Church with the ſword , and to 
chaſtice Tyrants. But becauſe he afirmed that hee vnderſtood theſe things by 
reuclation, many murmured again(t him, and he procured himfelfe the dilpleq- 
fureofthe Pope and of diuefs others inthe rowng of Florence, He led the holieſt 
life that any man could leade, as appeared both þy his conuerſation, andalſo by 
hts fermons, wherein he preached againſt all kinde of vice, fo that he reformed 
the looſe lives of many in the ſaid city, But in this yeere 1498. about the ſelfe 
fmetime that King Charles ended his life, died alſo-this Frier Hierom, within 
fowecror fiucdaies the one of the other. The cauſe why Lwritethis vnto you, is 
for that he preached alwaies openly that the King ſhould returne again into lta- 
ly, to cxecutethe commiſkon that God had giuen him , which was to teforme 
the Church by the (word, and to chaſe tyrants out ofthe country ; and thatin 
caſe he did it not, God would puniſh him cruelly; and all his former ſermons,and 
41i that ke made at this preſenthe put foorth in privt, and chey are to beeſold. 
This threatning that he vſed againithe King , faying that God would puniſh 
him cruelly vnleſſe he returned : theſaid Frier writ alſo divers times to him be- 
fore his death, and the like told he me with his owne mouth, when I ſpake with 
him at our returne our of Italy,ſaying that God had pronounced ſentence againſt 
the King iq heauen, vnleſſe be execuredthat which he commanded him, and re- 
ſtrained his men from {poile.- Now you ſhall ynderſtand, chat abour thetime of 
the Kings.deach, the F/orextines wereatgreat variance within the city : ſomede- 
fired the-Kings coturne, and waited daily for it, becauſe of the great hope Frier 
tHherome gauethem thereat: but in the meane time they copſumed themſelues 
and waxed marucllous poore, by reafan of the great Soups they ſuſtajned in 
hope ro recanter Pi{a, &the other places that they bad put ingo the Kingshands, 
whereofthe Venetians held Piſa. But.otherſome gave aduiſe ro rake-part with 
che keague, and viterly toabandon the K ing, ſayingthartthey wereabuled.thar it 
was folly rolooke for his verutne, and chat Frier Hamer was an heretike, 2nd. 2 
whoorematter, and thatit were alme+$0 put hat inge a'facke, and throwe him 
inco.the rincr; but he was ſo friended inzhe towne , that they, durſt not 
it. The Pope a\fo and the Duke of Milan wris ofien-againk this Frier , offering - 
the Floremtines to. caute Pia and their other places to þe reſtgred them it hey 


would 
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would depart from their league with the King, and take Frier Hieromand puniſh 
him,” And by chanceat thar preſent a newe Seniorie was choſen in Florence, 
whereofmany wereenemies to rigs Frier. For you ſhall vnderftand rchatthe ſaid 
Seniorie changeth at euery two moneths end. Wherefore the ſaid Hieroms ene- 
mies ſuborned a Frier Franciſcan to picke a quarrell to him and call him heretike, 
affirming that heabuſcd the people, in faying he vnderſtood any thing by reue- 
lation : for proofe whereof he oftered himſelte ro the fire, and theſe wordes hee 
ſpake before the Seniorie. Frier Hierom would not preſent himſelfe to the fire, 
but a companion of his ſaid, that hee would enter into the fire for him : and 
then another companion of the Frier Franciſcans preſented himſelfe on the 0- 
ther ſide : whereupon aday was aſhgned when they ſhould enter into the fire. 
Vpon the which _ both came accordingly, accompanied cach ofrhem with 
his couent; butthe Iacobine brought the Sacrament in his hand, which the 
Friers Franciſcans and the Seniorie alſo commanded him to lay downe, which 
he refuſed to doe: wherefore they returned againe to their couents. Then the 
people mooued by the faid Frier Hieroms enemies, went with the Seniories com- 
mifhon and tooke him, with two others of his companions in his couent, and ar 
the very firſt racked him cruelly ; they flue alſo the chicteſt citizens in the towne 
called Francis Yallorie, becauſe he wasthe faid Friers great friend. Moreover, the 
Pope ſent his commifhon, whereby he authorized chem to make their preceſle z 
and in the end they burned them all three. They charged him with theſe two 
points onely ; firſt, that he raiſed diſcord in the rowne: and ſecondarily, that he 
vnderſtood by his friends of the councell, allthat he vaunted to know by reuc- 
lation. For my part will neither accuſe them, nor excuſe them for this deedez 
neither know I wherher they did well orcuill, in putting him to death : bur ſure 
he told many things that prooued true, which hee could not receiue from the 
councell of Florence. And as touching the King,and the cuils he ſaid ſhould hap 
pen to him, they came to paſſeas he prophelied : for firſt hee told him, of the 
Daulphin his ſonnes death, and after of his owne , as my ſelfe can witneſle, for I 
* haueſecnethe ktters he writ thereof to the King. 


Chap. 20. Of the obſequies and funerals of King Charles the eight, aud of the 
4 par Ha King Lewis the 12. his ſucceſſor, with the 
genealogies of the Kings of Fraunce con- 
tinuing to the ſaid Lewis. 


maeha ent He Kings diſeaſe wasa Catarre or an Apoplexie:hisPhiſitions 
; 


FEET) 


12 > - hoped it would have fallen downe into one of his armes, the 

- lofſe whereofthey ſomewhar doubted, bur feared no whit a- 
ny danger of death: notwithſtanding the contrarie to their 
F« expeRation hapned. 'He had fower Philitions, but gauecre- 
SDL dit onely to the worſt of them, and that ſo great, that the 0- 
4.9%  -- thersdurftnot vtter their minds : forthey would gladly haue 
purged him foutEdaies before he died, becauſe they faw in his body rhe occalſi- 
ons of his death: "Euery man rat tothe Duke of Orleans , who was to ſucceede 
him/as next heire to the crowne. But King Charles his chamberlaines cauſed him 
to be richly buried, and immediately after his death began ſolemne ſervice for 


t This was an Him; which continned both day and night : for when the cannons ended , the 
order ofreli» Priers Franiciſcans beganzand when they ended the Boxs-hommnes *,which was an 


» ihe King, Otder founded by himſelf : his body remained at Amboile eight daies, partly 
; in 
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in his chamber, which was richly hanged, and partly in the Church. All folem- 
nities belonging to his funerals, were more ſumptuous than eucr were any King 
of Fraunce : tor his chamberlaines, officers, and thoſe that were neere about 
him, never departed from his bodierili 1 was laid in the ground , which was a- 
bout a monerh afcer his death, all ehe which ſpace this ſolemne ſeruice continu- 
ed ; {o that the charges of his funerals amounted to hue and fortie thouſand 
trankes, a3 dincrs of the receit have informed me. I arriued at Amboiſetwo daies 
after t:is dearh, and went to ſay my prayers ouer his body, where Iabade fiue or 
[1% howers. And to ſay the truth, 1 neuer faw fo great mourning, and lamenta- 
tion, nor that continued ({o long for any Prince as for him : and no maruell; for 
he had beſtowed vpon thoſethar were geere about him, namely his chamber- 
laines, and ten or twelue gentlemen of his priuie chamber, greater offices and 
gitts than euer did King of Fraunce, yea, too great co fay thetruth. Belides thar, 
he was the mildelt and courteouſeſt Prince thar ever liued ;for I thinke heneuer 
gaue foule word roany man : wherefore in a better hower could he not die, both 
to leaue his fame behinde him in hiſtories,and to be bewailed of thoſe that ſerued 
him. AndlIthinke verily, that my (elfcam the man whom of all other hee vied 
roughlieſt, but becauſe 1 knew it to be the faulr of his youth and not to proceede 
of himſelfe, | could neuer loue him the worſe for it. 

Atterl had ſtaied one nightat Amboile, I went to the new King, with whom I 
had beene more tamiliar than any man : and further, for his ſake had ſuſteinedall 
my troubles and loſſes, which now he ſeemed little to remember : notwithſtan- 
ding with great wiſedome hetooke poſlſeſhon of thecrowne, for he changed no 
peniions that yeere, thoughhalterthe yeere were yet to come, neither diſplaced 
many officers, but ſaid that he would maincaine euery man in his eſtate; wherby 
he wan great honor. Moreouer, with all ſpeede pofſible he went to his coronatt- 
on, wherear my ſelfe was preſent. Ana theſe that follow repreſented the peeres 
of Fraunce. The firſt was the Duke of Alencon , who repreſented the Duke of 
Burgundie the ſecond the Duke of Bourbon, who repreſented the Duke of 
Normandie; the third the Duke of Lorraine, who repreſented the Duke of Gui- 
enne. The firſt Earle was Phi/;p Lord of Rauaſtaine , who repreſented the Earle 
of Flaunders;the ſecond Exgtilbert of Cleues, who repreſented the Earle of Cham - 
paine ;the third the Earle of Foix, who repreſented the Earle of Thorouze. And 
the ſaid King Lewis the twelfth now raigning, was crowned at Reims the 27. of 
May, the yeere 1498. and is the fourth that hath come to the crowne by colla- 
terallline. Thetwo firſt were Charles Martell, or Pepin his ſonne, and Hugh Caper, 
who were both of chem Maſters of the pallace or gouernors of thoſe Kings, 
whom they'depoſed from the crowne , which afterward themſelues vſurped ; 
the third was King Philip of Valois; and the fourth the King that now raigneth: 
but theſe two latter came to the crowne by iuſtand lawfull title. The firſt genea- 
logie of the Kings of Fraunce beginneth at Meronee: two Kings had raigned in 
Fraunce beforethe ſaid Meronee, namely Pharamond, who was firlt choſen King of 
Fraunce( for his predeceſſors were called Dukes or Kings of Gaule) and his ſon 
Clautw, The ſaid Pharamond was choſen King the yeere of grace 420.and raigned 
ren yeeres, and his ſonne Clandiveighteene, ſo that thele two Kings raigned eight 
and rtwentie yceres : and Merenee who ſucceeded next after , was not ſonne, but 
coſentothe [11d Claudio, Wherefore it ſeemeth that the right line ofthe Kings of 
Frauuce hath fai'ed tiue times : notwithſtanding ( as beforeI ſaid ) men beginne 
the firſt line at Mcronce, who was crowned King in the yeere of our Lord 448- 


from the which time to the coronation of King Lewes the twelfth are num- 
bred 
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bred 1050. yeeres. But if you reckon from Pharamond, you muſt addeeight and 
twentic more, which make 1078. yeeres {ince there was firſt King of Fraunce. 
From MAeronee to the raigne of Pepin when the line ofthe ſaid Merenee failed ) are 
numbred 33 3. yeeres. From Pepin to Hugh Capet raigned the truelineof the ſaid 
Pepin, and Charlemaine his (onne, the ſpace of 237. yecres. The right line of Hugh 
Capet raigned 339. yeeres, and ended in King Philyp of Valois : and the right line 
ofhe aid King Philipof Valois continued till the death of King Charles the cight, 
which bhapned inthe yeere of ourLord 1498. The ſaid King Charles was the laſt 
ofthis line, the which had continued 1 6g. yeeres, during the which ſpace, 
theſe ſeven Kings raigned in Fraunce, Philip of Valois, King obs, 
Charles the fifth, Charles the fixt, Charles the ſeuentb, 
Lewis the eleuenth, and Charles the eight, 
in whom the right line of Philip 
of Valois ended, 
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How Charles Duke of Burgundie was of the houſe 


of Lancaſter, az Commines mentionerh 
lib. 1.cap.5.and inother places, 
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g$1ſhdie,of whoſe wars 
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treateths 
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How El:zabeth wife to King Edward the fourth , was 


neece to the Conſtable of Fraunce, as mentioneth 
Commnines lib. 4. cap. 5. 
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- | El1abeth. of England. rioned by Con- Marle flaine at Sim Paul and erto Lewis ! 2, 
the bartcl] of hy of $uoye. 
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11,& lb.4 £24. 
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 J3* 
How Brabant, Lamburg, Luxemburg and Namurs 
came to Philip Duke of Burgundie, as mentio- 
neth Commines lib, 4. cap. 13. 


7 \ 
i dwgh- \ 


wer ro Gay Earlc 
\ of Fhaunders, 


Brabant. Lambourg. 
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thar name Duke 
of Brabant and 
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bourg, 
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F low dau hier io 
Margaret wife Walleren Farle 


101 fam Earl , 19 rhe bar cllof 
| of $aine Paul & . Holland. 
of Haiuaulr, Liny , the Grit Agancourr, 
wife. 
; Farlt Jobn ſucceeded Thikp Duke of 
TOR hs father in Phikp ſucceeded B.rguadie, 
Brabanr and his br. cher, 
Lambourg, - 


Lamboury was erected into a Duchie 1172. and Henry the laſt Duke thereof (who died without iſſue 1293. )ſold it to 1 hn the firſt of that 
e Duke of Brabant, But Henry Barle of Luxembourg father ta Henry the Emperor,the Bilkap of C nlyn,and one called the Erle Ghelris 
ded the Duchie of Lambourg, with them Duke Zh» ſought neere to the caſtle of Vorone, and tooke the Earle Ghe'ric (who pretended 
to Lambourg) & the Biſhop of Colin priſoners: the Earle of Luxembourg with two of his brethren was (laine, the caſtle of Voronc 
d.fince the which time, Lambourg hath remained quiet vnder the Dukes of Brabanr. 
Wenceſl:we ſucceeded John D. of Brabant, but he Gicd 1 {8 3.withour iſſue, and after his wife dying 211-1 397.1cft Brabant and Lambourg 
Anthony ſecond ſonne to Philip the Hard:e,the ſaid Janes grand nex hevy by Margeret hir yoonger fifter,aſter who'e death and his two fons 
and Philip, Brabant and Lambourg deſcended to Philip Duke of Burgundie,as mentionerh C:mines in the place aboue rehearſed. 
Elizabeth ſecond wife to Anthonie Duke of Brabant, was daughter to John D. of Gorlic, brothcr to the Empe ors Wenceſlaws and Siviſe 
w, who partly in reſpe& of this mariage , partly for money g+ue to Duke Anthony the Duchic of Luxembourg, but aſter his death, 
1nd {i m Duke of Saxonic, who had maried S1giſmunds dr1uzhters daughter, ſought ro diſpolleſic her of it: but Duke Philip of Bur- 
ie euer defended her, and after her death ſucceeded her as well by her gife as alſo as beire to Duke Anthonie (15 two ſannes being dead) 
bad paid money to WFenceſlaws and Siziſmund for it : afterward alſo Gharley Duke of Burgundie tougher the ile of Iſabella (ite zo Cf 
King of Polonia,and necce to the Emperor Sigiſmwnd) to the Duchic of Luxembourg to hold it without quarrell, 
As touching Namurs,Duke Ph»lip bought it for his money of diners that pretendedtitle to ir, eſpecially of Job» Earle of Namur, who 
itto Duke Philip ynder condition to hold it during his life, which hapned 1428. "= 
H h 2 How 


H 
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How Holland, Hainault, and Zeland came to Duke Philip, as menflo1 


tianech Commines tb. 4. cap.13. here alſo the Queenes 
Maieſtics title to rhe ſaid countries is ſomwhat touched. 
Holland, Hainawle,Zeland. 


1am Earle of 
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13450 
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z®, This M argeret,Guicchierdinweriterh to haue been daughter to Fill am the yoonger Earle of Hainav't, Holland and Zeland, but A 
awes Francie (ay that ſhe was liſter not c_ to #illiem as do alſo other moſt approucd Au hors. And it ſhe were bur faſter 
the Queenes Maieftic being deſcended of Philippe the aid Wiliems eldeſt liſter,is right heire of all theſe countries, Meyerme lib. 13, fol. 

pa fol.147.pag-.1.ſaith, that Margaret was ſiſter not daughter fo Duke #illsem, which allo is the more manifeſtly prooucd, becoule 
Athis Wiliem vas Jane the eldeſt daughter to Fob» Duke of Brabant, who ouerlived hir husband, and after married Werceſlaus dos 
,” rothe © Charles the fourth : which womanneuer had iſle, yer finde we no mention ofany other wiſe that 11am the yoonger 
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men-fHow Margaret of Flaunders was heire of Flaunders, Neuers and 
Rethel, as mentioneth Commines lib, 4.cap.13.07 lib.5,cap.11. 


the which Margaret married with Philip the Hardy 
\ yoongeſt ſonneto King of Fraunce. 
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How Arthois and the County of Burgundy deſcended to the ſai 


Lady Margaret aboue mentioned, and how ſhe maried two Dukes of 


Burgundie, and how Philip the Hardy hur ſecond husband obtained the 


Duchy of Burgundie after the death of Philyp —_— 
gundie her firſt husband. 
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to the Lady Mar- die ſucceeded his cond husband was 
\ garet. _—_ cied Philip the hardie. 
\ . 


x Teuchingthetitle of Arthois this is to be obſerued, that Robert Earle of Arthois father to Marde, had a ſonne named Philip, who 
before his father, «nd left behinde him a ſonne named K; bert Earle of Beumont, who after his grandtathers death demanded the county 
Arthois : but this Maude by fauor of the French K. obtained it, becauſe ſhe was adiudged neerer heire to the Earle Robert being 1s daut 
rer,than the Earle of Beumont being his ſonnes ſonne : for ſp-te whereof, the Earle ot Beumont revoltedto the king of England, of 
arc deſcended the Farles of Fu. 

2. This Margaret being in her widdowhood, ſucceededin Arthois and the Countie of Burgundic to Philip hir ſiſter Zens ſonnes{ 
ang hugband to Mary -ret hir ſonnes daughter,to whom after hir death the ſaid Segmiories deſcended, 

J« Touching the Duclue of Burgundie, note that after the death of Philip Duke of Burg:indic, nephew to 9:ths the 16, Duke of Bury 
die, King John of Fraunce being ſonne to Jrethe ſaid Gribos yoonger fiſter , ſeazed the Duchie of Burguncic into his hands , exc|ud 
Zanedavghter ro Margarc: held iter as ſuſpetted of baſtardie, and after gaue the ſaid Duchic to his yoongelt ſonne Philip the bu 
for ls aduagcement in mapiave with the Lady Margaret of Flaunders, 
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How the King of Portugale was cofin germaine to the Duke | 
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of Burgundie , as 1 mentioned Lib. 5.cap. 7. 
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How the Duke of Cleues was the Lady of Burgundies neereſt Ho» 
kinſman by bis mother, as i« mentioned Lib. 5. cap. 16- 
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t [How King Henry the 7. wasright heire of the houſe of Lancaſter, 
contrary ro Commines who affirmeth thecontrary Lib. 5, 
cap. 18. togither with the excuſeof Comnunes error. 


tdwand mad. D 


\. .” of Sommerſcr, 
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The excule of C ommines ertor. 


The line of Henry the fourth being failed in Prince Edward, the tight of the houſe of 
Lancaſter came to the houſe of Sommerſer, as heete is ſet toorth : but after thedeath 
of lon Duke of Sommetrſer,who died without heire male, Edmwnd his brother was 
made Dukeof Sommerſer, Wherefore Commines knowing Henry the 7. to claime the 
right of the houſe of Lancaſter as heire of the houſe of Sommegſer, and ſecing others 
to be Dukes of Sommerſet and nat him : ſuppoſed them to be of the eKer houſeto 
him ;z yernotwithſtanding was Hewry the 7.ncerer heire than they , being by his mo- 
ther deſcended of rhe elder brother, though they being of rhe male line obrained the 
title of Sorgmerlet before him. Burkhisin my tanſic bred E&mines error, andthus 
much in his cxculc. 


The 
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The title the Duke of Lorraine had :otfierealme of Sicilie, countic 


of Prouence and Duchy of Bar, mentioned by Commines Lib. 7. 


cap.1. and the Ki 


betweene the houſe of Arragon an 
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Hereby appeareth that the DulÞt of Lorraine had the beſt title to Provence, 2s heir to Lews the friſt ofthargname Dukeof Ant. 
cu, ro whom Queene Zane gave rt; to Naples likewile as herre to the houle ot Aniou , by being davyhrers ſonne.to Kone, to v. om 
Queene jane the ſecond (eli by Lerlatt will andeeſtimen, of Barhe washeueas bene to Tolande J 13 yreat grendocther : avg as 
tow: bing the teſtlaments of the ewo frit C avics Kings © Naples, who, as it 13 alleoped, ſo vured'P:oucnce,thatitcould rot be 
ſeucred hom the realme of Naples, nor deſcend tothe Fare female as long as amale was luing. Firſt , the example of Queerie 
Fane who luccerded K birt bn grancfaiher divers males living, procued there was reucr any ſuch refizment : behiGes that , King 
Charles was no more hire mole to the (« Kirgs thanthe Duke of Lorraine, fer they both deicended of the m by a woman, van ely 
Cementia, witt to Charles of Volois- Sothat the King hadno colour io Napicyor Pruvence , but at this day the whole title of the 
houſe of Anic uth.1cto, reſteth in the row Duke of Lora ne, who 1s Ineally deſcended of King Kene. Laſtly , the reaſon whete- 
vp on C. mmin's gi our Ecth the kenie of Aruous ule to the red me of Naples 16 be belt: is oncly becaule L: ws of Aniou yas made 
kuire thereot by Queene 1ancs lall teſtament, which reuokethall former teſtament, 


The ſtorie of this pedegree of Naples 


and Sicalre- 


1, Carle brother to Saint Lews King of Fraunce obtained Prouence by marriage of Beirice daughter to Raymond, or Robert, or 
Berengariar Earle of Proucnce, who made ker his heire, though the were lus yoonger daughter , atter 75ba»xs the fourth Pope of 
Rome called kim mto Italy againft Mar fr. das King of Naples and Sicily, whom Chrics flew in bartcll, and aftcr beheaded Conradi- 
ws alſo, who quarreled the realmes of Naples and Sicily : bu ſoane atter Peter King of Arcagon , who had married King Manfii- 
du daughter, rcuoltcd Sicily from him, flew all ti cFrench mcn in an evenwg”, and poſſeſſed Sicily , as his poſterry namely King 
Philip doth yer at this da, Charles was crowned King of Naples by Yrbarg the fourth, anuo 1255. and after conhrmed by Clemens 
the fourth, and died anno 1274. a 

2, Charles has ſor-ne in; his fathers time ſeckingro recouer Sicilie, was taken priſoner by King Pexers forces, and carried into Arra- 
got, where he ould hour becn cxecurgd in reuenge of Conradinus death ( as 200, gentlemen and nobles taken with him were) had 
not Conflance King Pere: s wite (aued hughite : after he way reltored to naples, paying for his ranſome: 30000, markes, and n.arricd 
the daughter amd keire of 51ever King cf Hungarie, by wttbm he had nine ſeunes and hve daughters, whoſe ofspring looke in 
Onufpins pag. 309 be Cicd anno 1319, Theſe two Kings arethey chat our author mentioneth Jib, 7, cap. 1. that were ſaid to have 
made teftaments that Prouence could not be ſcuered from the r-alme of Naples, nor dclcend to ghe temale as long as there was 
anbeue male lun, which appeaterh to be falſe inthe Example of Queene Lane, \ 

3. Robert King of Naples crowned by Claynent the aft, died withour itſue male anno 1743, and leit his realme to lene his ſonnes 
dghter, vnder condition that (he l,ould marric Angrew yoonger ſoaneto Corn mbers King of Hungarie her colin germaine re 
mooucd: here is to be obſcrucd thatthug K; ber? vas yoonger lonne to King Charles, but the {aig king gaue to Ch.rles bus cldul Conne 
hs realwe of Hungane, and Naplcsto this Kebert, In his time liued Petrarghs and Beecwccr, | 

4+ lanedaughter to Char/erfans thre tegded bir grandfather Robert, arid 'married 4ndrew fonne to — Hungarie as her 
lid grandfather had appointed, whum witlhn three yeeres ſhe {t;angled : whereupon Lewy king of Hungaric hidbrother came in« 
w lake, chaſed Q.,1.-« out of Naples, execur:d Clarles of Durrzzo as fontenting to his brbtyers death , and carried Charles his 
loanc with him into Heugarie ; after who © departure, 1:nc by helpe of Pope Clement returned and recouered Naples, but aſter ſlice 
fell out with Pope Yrb » the lux!, who chiied bir into Provence, where (,c adopted Lews gf Aproutonne to King Fobn of France, 
and ſortturncdto Naples, agatoft whom the Pope called our of Hungalze Charles ſonne 16 Cherlrs of Durazzo , who recoucred 
Naples, but Provence L-w eniozed : fl.e was hanged anno 1381. | EC F- 4 ; 

ſ. Cherles( (onneto Chic of Durazzo beheaded Y was led priſoner into Hungarie by king Lowic 2»-befort is mentioned, after 
whoſe death, be .ucceded lim in Hungarte as his next heire male : he was tnueſted King of Naples by #rbaine the fxe againſt Q. 
lene, whom he rookeprifoneranno 1 381. and hung at the fame window the had hung her husband , and beheaded alſo Mary 
Queene Lanes liſter ( whom Beccace wos enumored = as conſenting to her fiſters husbands death : he Heyy inbartell anno 1385, 
Lew of Anion, adopted by Queene 18144, after he fell at variance with Pope Yrbane. He was [line in Hegangs the trcaſon of 
the old Queene King Lens his wite and Iyr doughter 2t a feaſt, anno 1 386. his wife was Margare: Queene lancs filter. 

6. Ledifies; lofi Hungar e by bis fathers murther, but was »tlengttirecemued and crowned king of Naples by Pope Benifacerhe 
ninth, anno x 390. and then he chaicd Lews the ſecond out of Italy, who afrerhis fathers death vas come chither and had gorfome 
part of the realme. After L4a1/1 fell our with Alex der the fift, and rooke Rome, whereupon the Pope gaue the realme of Na- 
ples rs Loews of Aniou, who returned and vanguithed Ledrſiaws and recoucred Rome , but not khowing how to vK the victory, La« 
Glas recoutred himſclfe , forced Lows to retire mto Fraunce , and then againe tooke Rome, and diced anm&1 41 4. 

7. Fane the ſecond juccr edee hic brother 7 adiſlews, after ſhe fell out with the Pope , who called Lens of Amou the third of that 
name againlt hir, then fire adopted Af ne ot Arragon , who chaſed Lens out of Jralie, but Alphonſe and (he falling at variance, fl.c 
adopred Lews of Ani uhcr enemie, who reconcred Naples, anno 1424 and raigned with hir till anno 143308 143 2. when they 
both dicd : and then fl, made Rove brother to Lewy bis heire: but he being then priſoner with Plalip Duke of Burgundie , could 
not come to Naples, ind then /iphin(ebemng diſmiſled out of rrilon by Philip Maria Duke of Milan , where he was alfo priſoner ar 
theſame time, preuailed and conquered Navles, and vas inucſted by Pope Engenins, Sxce the vhich time the Anicums have bue 
quarrellcd Naples, and as tor the tucc ſhon ot this Aifenſe , you flall fee it mm the laſt pedegree intheend of this worke, 


Why 


—— ———— a 
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. VVhy the Venetians had no righe to the realme of Cyprus, 


a Communes writech Lib. 7.cap. 4. 


lobm hued like 


Sar danape w. 


Charter 
married Char. mariedfirti Lobn 
lottt: he was crowned King of Portugale 
King, but was chaſtd fa who was poiſoned, & 
= by James the then this Lews, She 
baſtard, He died died fans due, 


1ans iſſue 


Amady Puke of 
Sauoy right heire 
of Cyprus by his 
ma her afrer (hat 
/orce was dead. 


baſtard, by the Sol- 
'an of Xgyprs helpe cha 
ſed Lews his GAs huſ. 


band out of Cyprus , and BY Opted hir, and 
made himſelic King colour 7 


Pbidp Duke of 
Cauoy, 


A fornne horne zafrer his fa- 
thers death, of whom the Ve. 
neuans were tutors, but was 
poiſoned , as ſome write , by 
them as hiv father had beene. 
After his death the Venctians 
conquered Cryprus, rnder co- 
leur uf adoption ann,147 3.07 
as Meyer ſaith fol, 345. 
anno 1470, 


(bwle: Duke of 
Sanoy* 


Heereby appeareth that the Duke of Sauoy hath the right to Cyprus, not 
the Venerians : for James husband to their adopted daughter was a baſtarde 
and an vſurper: and their adopted daughter was a ſtranger to the crovne,and 
could pretend no title to it, Sed male parte, mals dilabuatur, 
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eg. | le mention 
e houſe df Medices, wherdof foamp 0: 
on i made Lib.\7; (0p. 5 


#os called 
Los the 


dT olrds Vice 


Prences 3 
oi Flortce 


. How Leys Duke of Orleans, called after 


_ of Milan, as: Commines mentionerh 


Iobu Galtas 
firſt Duke of 
by che Empe n- 
coſlans. This is be thay 
heth buried af Pau, 
Commune; Lib.7.c ap,y 


dicd anno 1403. 


1 


Ekngberb d 


3< 


(Charles Duke of Phalip Earle of 
Orleans. Vertu, 


Chark: Duke 
of Angouleime 


French died 


beſnee his fa- 
ther. 


Chavles died 
before his fa- 
ther. 


The French King claimeth from Yalentive, who ought to haue ſucceeded her brother 
Philip Maria, beforc Blawncbe being his bale daughter, 


_ Claude the el Renee mar;ed Blawnc 
Prancy King of 4 od M 
unc | clt daughter. Hertwla Duke 4 
_ of Ferraia. he Em 


King Lews the 12. pretended nitle ro the Duchie 
Lib.7xcap.6. and in diners ather places. 


| 3 


Phobp Maria fucceeded 

his brother: died with» 

need by Teſtamene 

King Al/ouſe of Naples 
bis keue, 


Teftarsene 
the Duchie by f.uor 


garce of 
_ of the people, 
pes. 
%% 
Ladewic called King 
; oe marri» Charles into Italics 
y mo | 
of Naples, * 
Zlawnche ruarie Iſabelle laugh red by Charles 
ed Maximilian ter to Alfonſs the Pmpersr : 
the Emperor, , King of Nas died (ans Cue, 


plcs. 


Aker this Duke Frencys death /the Emperor Charles 
ſealed the Duchie , partly by compoſinon with Duke 
Francis at his reſtitution , which was to make the Emperor 
his hcire if he died without ifſue , and partly by gift frem 
Philip Maria, who by his teftament gane it to Alfonſe King 
of Naples , whoſe heire the Emperor was : ang porn in 
right of the houſe ot Auſtrich , which pretended ritle to 
it, as writer Commune: lib,7 .cap.2, 


Toby the valiant 
foldier in C barlee 
the fifts time. 


Froncs led ins 
to Praunce by 
Lewn che Fo 


&/me Dute 
of Florence. 
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The pedegree of Heraules Duke of Ferrara, of whom 
ſo often mentions made in thu hiflorie.  - 


The familie of Efte anceftors « 
this Nicholas gouerned Ferrara irom 
the yeere 1202. 0rnot long after, i 


is held of rhe Pope. 


H-rewles exp: lied 
Natholas iis nephew 


4+ ka. 
Fl:;aberb married 
Marqueſſe of Mat 
entioned 


; | © - 
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The Pedegree of Francs Marques of Mantua, ſo often 
mentioned in thu hiſtorie. 


Toby Francs frlt Ma - 
Maiatefts, Lord of 
Run, | 


| dw, was thrice gen: rall 
tothe Venenans, dicd 


The familic of had gouerned Man- 
tua before this Fruncs, from the yeere 1322, vi 
der this Francis John Galliazzo belieged Maritua 
a yeere, bur preuailed not : this Francs lerued 
the Dukeof Milan and the Venertians. 


Charts troubled his 
brother,but was cha 
ſed away by him, 


died ia very poore 
cltace. 


Frederick made generall 
of the Church by Pope 

Leo, & fo confirmed bv 
his ſucoedon, made D. 
by Charles the filt , be 


Margor't daughrer am? 
heire of Widbam Palro's 


-” "at - 


08*” 
How Ferdinand King of Arragon had more right to the realme 


of Nc aples than the Kings of the houſe of «Arragon that 
poſieſled it, as writeth Commines Lib. 8, cap. 17. 


— 


Tobn the firft of 
that name , King 
of Cafule, 


Arragon. 


This Ferrend obtaincd the realme of 
Arragon anno 1407. becauſe his mo» 
ther was daughter to King Peter,whoſe 
Ferrdnd Earle ofMe heire male tailed in Martin bis nephew, 
dina deMEa and notwithſtanding that M.wrtin had a 
of Arrages. daughtey , yet Fcyrande obrained the 

Crowne tO fi preiudice. 


Hewy the third, 
ing of CaPile 
Leon. 


Alſquſe adopted 
by Iawe Qneenc 
ot Naples,who 
after adopted 

Lens Duke of 


\ 44 u 


Jobuſucceedcd his 
brochier in Aragon, 
but 'n Naples Fer- 
rand his hers 
baſtard ſuceceded. 


ſexe Queene of 
Poreugale. 


Joby the ſecond. 


Caſtile and Arras 
£0n vnited. = 


Ferrand the baſlard 
\ c:ceded his firher 

in the realme of Na- 
ples, cied a lirtle be- 
fore King Cbarles 
came into Traly, 


Ferraxd King of Ar- 
1agon and Caſtile by 
his «ife,o often men 
} tioned in theic Ita. 

han wars 


El ſucceeded 
hic brochr, putting 


oP the fourth mar 
neda danghrer ofthe 
King of Pertugale, 


Charks King of 
Nauarre fans 
iſlue, 


har necre from th®© 
crowile 25a baſtard. 


Frederich ſuccee- 
ded hixne 
Ferdinand, \-daf:er 
mo Frannce by 
Lews the 12, 


Alfonſe fied 
when K. Cheri's 


Elaaberb'wiler, 


Hercules Duke 
of Feirard, 


Katherine wiſe to 
Hewpy the eight, 
king of England, 


John maried Marge. 
res daughter vo Ml 1xi 
milian the Emperor, 
dicd before hus {a- 

ther. 


Iane warried Phi. 
ap Archduke of 
Aultuch, 


came nto Italy. 


. Ferdinand chaied 

from Nay les by King 
Charles, but ater re- 
couc:ed the realme, 
Hed ſans ifſuc- 


Ifabells wife to 
lobu Galea, 


Duke of wilan. 


F.rdinend married 
Gorman widow © 
King Ferd mand of 


Arragon, 


| Elxaberb pur fro 
the c:owne by 
hir aunt. Comms. 
Lib. $- cp. 7* 


Chayxles the lift 
Emp*: 0”, 


The King of Spaine had better right ro Naples, than Alfenſethat poſſeſſed ir wvhen King Cherles came intofltalie , becauſe A!fonſes facher 
ywwa3s a baſtard, an King Ferrands fuber being thefrſt Alfonſes brother, oughtrs haue ſucceeded him before hus baſe fon, Farther, you all 
vnderſtand, that after Fredericke was led into Fraunce by Lewis the 123. the (aid K, Leww enfoied Naples, but within fower yteres Ferrand King 
of Arragonby the great capraine Conſaluo chaſed King Lewis 0nr of the realme,and left itto bus nephew Charles the Emperdr , from vhow 
the French K, neuer xecoucr it; but at thus day itis inehie TY = the King of Spaine fonnc to the ſaid Emperor Charles. 

s FINXNTS. 


